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Chronicle of Events 

July 1946 

Oommnnal distnrbanoeB broke out in Ahmedabad city. 

H. E. the Viceroy accepted the resignations of all the members of his 
Executive Council. 

Lower grade postal staff in Calcutta decided to launch a general strike 
from July 11. 

The new members of the Viceroy *s Executive Council were sworn in. 

Newly elected A. I. C G. met at Bombay under the presidentship of 
Pt. Jawharlal Nehru. Two resolutions were passed. 

Pt. Nehru officially announced the names of members of the new 
Congress Working Committee. 

The Standing Committee of the All India States* People's Conference 
met at Congress House, Pandit Jawharlal Nehru presiding. 

The Sikhs unanimously decided to boycott the Constituent Assembly. 

The unoflicial U. S Famine Commission completed its tour of India. 

The strike by the Postal employees commenced in Bombay, Calcutta* 
Delhi and other centres. 

The Govf rnment of Sind prorogued the Sind Legislative Assembly. 

The eight Sikh nominees to the Constituent Assembly withdrew their 
nominations. 

Followers of Scheduled Castes Federation in Bombay staged a ''non- 
violent satyagraha" in Poona. 

The debate on India commenced both in the House of Commons and 
House of Lords. 

The Govt, of India accepted in their entirety the Adjudicators award 
for relief to lower grade staff of the Post & Telegraphs Dept. 

The general strike in all postal departments in Calcutta commenced. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru and party arrived in Srinagar. 

A joint appeal for funds for the relief of 1. N. A. personnel was issued 
by Pt. Nehru and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

The Working Committee of the All India Muslim League held a four- 
hour session without passing any resolution. 

The Standing Committee of the A. I- Women's Conference met in 
Calcutta. 

The Muslim League rejected the Ca}>inet Mission's proposals and 
decided to resort to Direct Action for the achievement of Pakistan. 

Calcutta observed complete “hertal" in sympathy with postal strike. 

In the House of Commons, Mr. Arthur Henderson outlined the food 
position in India. 

Pandit Nehru discussed with the Viceroy the situation arising from 
the League’s rejection of Cabinet Mission’s proposals. 

The Muslim Leaguo Working Committe^^ fixed August 16 for 
observance of the "Direct Action" day throughout India. 

1st. Mr. Krishna Prasad, Director General, Post & T^degraphs stated at a Press 
Conference that tho strike notice served by the AH India Postmen and Lower 
Grade Staff Union was illegal since some oi the postmen's demands had already 
baen referred to adiudication. 
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Tlie unofficial American Famine Mission' sponsored by the Indian Famine 
Emergency Committee in U. S. A. arrived in Calcutta to-day and had a 
discussion with the Chief Minister on the general food situaiion. 

As a result of communal disturbancts which broke out to-day in Ahmcdabad 
city, 23 persons were killed and 160 injured. 

Sir Girija Shankar Bajpai, Indian Agent-General in Washington, speaking at 
the New Delhi Branch oi the Intiia Council of World Affairs, said Uiat 
the war had made ihe U. S. A. *^Iudia conscious" and pointed out the feeling 
of genuine sympathy and support prevalent throughout the U. S. A. for the 
national aspiration of India. 

In an address at the annual general meeting of the Bombay branch of the 
Anglo-Indian Association, Mr. B. G. Kher, Prime MinistiT of i^mbay assured 
the Anglo-Indians that if they looked upon the country as their own, India 
would never disown thim. 

Amongst the list of Muslim League candidates selected by the Ct-ntral 
Parliamentary Board for elections to the Constituent Assembly were Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah, tiir Feroz Khan Noon, Begum t^iiah Nawaz aud iSardar Abdur Kab 
Nishtar from the Puujab, and Nawabzuda Liaqat Ali Khan, lion. 11. fcj. 
Suhrawardy, 6ir Nazimuddin and Bir Azizul llaque from Bengal. 

2Dd. Further recrudescence of communal rioting in Ahmcdabad resulted in 33 
persons being killed and over 2j0 iujurcHi. Curfew was imposed on the most 
affected areas of the city. 

The Secretary of State for India, Loid Pethic-Lawrence on his departure from 
* Indifti told Keutcr*8 political correspondent. ‘1 think we have duiie a piece 
of w 'ik in India that will be of great value, and will prove of greater value as 
time goes on " 

i\lr S. K. Chatterjee, Director-Goneral of Food, said to-day that Bengal will 
procure 9000 tons o( rice from Burma this month. He added that this was tho 
first of the allotments made to Bengal by ihe Govt, of India. 

Major-General Arnold, Kegional Food iJoinmissioner, (iovt. of India, expressed 
the view that the lack of adtuuuie shipping space or wagons was not the only 
ioniributory factor to the food shortage in India, but that the vital cause of it 
was the slow progress in procurement of food grains from the producers. 

The independent to-day appt^aied to the Indian Congress Party to 

end the deadlock and urged that by exercising the right (O name represi'ntativcs 
in the Interim Govt, but refraining from exercising the right to nominate a 
Congress Muslim on tids occasion, they can preserve their country from civil 
strife and hasUm the advance towards iudepcudrnce. 

Mr. 8. Guniswaroi, General hecre ary, All India Kailwaymen’s Federation 
announced that the Advisory Committee of the Federation will meet on July 
7 at Bombay. 

President Truuian signed tlie Indian lmmigrati(»u Bill, under terms of which 
75 **£8181610 Hemisphere ludians" will be permitted to enter the U. H. every year. 


8rd. One man was killed and seven others injured as the result of a police firing 
in the Bikaner state. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, President-elect of tiie Indian National Congress on 
his arrival at Bombay was accorded a tumultuous ovation by about 50,000 

Viceroy accepted the resignation-* of all the members of his Executive 
Council on the eve of the formation of the new Care-taker Govern niont. 

The decision to iauneh a general s rike from July 11, in pursuance of tlie 
resolution of the All-india Postmen & Lower Grade Htaff Union passed at the 
l^oona Conference, unless the Government accepwd their demands in the mean- 
time, was taken at a crowded meeting of the lower grade postal staff of Calcutta 


On the eve of his retirement, hir J. P. Brivastava, Food Member, in a statement 
reviewed the food position up to date and, in describing the efibrts made to 
meet it, emphasised on the need for more supplies for the current year. 

The Working Committee of the Assam Provincial Congress C/ommittoe at its 
meeting at Congress House discussed matters relating to the • lection of members 
from Assam to the Constituent Assembly. 


4th New mi^mbers of the Viceroy’s Executive f’ouncil were sworn in to-day j 
H. E» the Viceroy presided. It was decided to hold the next meeting on July 10. 
The Bombay Municipal Corporation adjourned as a mark of protest against 
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tiM tmtBMnt nwted o&( by the Gort. of Boatb Aftiw to ladian pamAn 
Miiten ftlun* 

Hr. D. ThMkeney, ChunM of tlie Textile Ckmtid Boerd, at a meeting of 
the Board at Bombai annonnced the enhanoement in the ceiling prices of 
cotton textiles and yarn, wbich was to take place from August 1 this year. 

At a meeting of the Bath Labour Party* Prof. Harold Laski congratulated the 
Goft on thdr intention lo accord free rdationship between India and Britain. 

There were fresh communal trouble in Dacca to-day. Fire men were stabbed, 
two of them fatally. 

Sir Asizul Haque* Commerce Member of the Govt of India, was nominated 
as a candidate for the Ben^ L^slative Council by the Bengal Muslim League 
Parliamentary Board. 

Blh. The European party in the Bengal Logislative Assembly decided to abstain 
from voting in the forthcoming elections to the Cons'itnent Assembly. This 
decision was conveyed to Mr. Kiran Shankar Boy, Leader of the Congress 
Parlismentsry Party by the secretary of the European party. 

The Congress Working Committee which met at Gandhiji's hut passed two 
resolutions to be placed before the A. I. C. C., the first one ratifyinx the 
leaders' decision with regard to the Cabinet Mission's proposals, ana the 
aeoond condemning the grave injustice done to Indian Satyagrahis in South 
Africa. 

Sir Abdur Rahim, former President of the Central Assembly in a itatement 
made an earnest appeal to the Congress leaders to join hands at once with the 
leaders of the Muslim League to form a strong Interim Government. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru welcomed the declaration of Independence of the 
Philippines and conveyed the good wishes of India to the people there. 

6tk. The newly elected All-India Congress Committee met at Sir Cowasji Jehangir 
Hall, Bombay with Pi. Jawharlal Nenru as its President, and discussed the Cabinet 
Mission's proposals to summon a Constituent Assembly to frame a constitution 
for a free and Independent India. 

Mr. A. V. Alexander, First Lord of the Admiralty declared : The Indian 

r ple have been at last persuaded that **we have no desire for them to live 
anything but complete freedom and such independence as they choose, 
within or without the British Commonwealth." 

Presiding over the session of the Hyderabad Legislative Council, the Nawab 
of Ohhatari, President of the Nizam's Executive Council announced the intro- 
duction of the Reforms Scheme in Hyderabad after three months and also 
expressed the hope that in the next session of the Council, a now Legislative 
Assembly would oe in existence as a result of elections to be held under the 
new Reforms scheme. 

Col. Niranjaii Singh GiH assured the Working Committee of the A. I. C.|C. 
that the Sikns were wholly behind the Congress and r. quested it to ensure a 
proper place for the Bikh Community in Punjab, where it was an important 
minority. 

7th. The All-India Congress Committee after a two-day session concluded to-day 
after passing two resolutions, one ratifying the Delhi resolution of the Working 
Committee deciding to enter the Constituent Assembly, and the second, 
according support to the Indian Satyagraha iu South Africa. Mahatma GancBii 
also addressed the A. I. C. C. 

Addressing a mass meeting of over a lakh of people who had gathered at the 
flag salutation ceremony of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, Pandit 
Jawharlal Nehru declared tliat the Congress adhered to the policy cil **Quit 
India" adopted in August i94a, and whatever decisions the Congress took 
would be based on that policy. 

In his "//art>an" to-dsy, Mahatma Gandhi explained the pros and eons of 
Harijan Unions and urged the marriages between the two. 

Btb. A delegation of industrial exjperts from all parts of India, headed by Sir 
M. Visvesvaiaya, arrived at Liverpool for a month's study of the current 
conditions in Britain. 

Various problems relating to food, services, labour and administration were 
discussed at a conference Congress Miniiiters from diflferent provinces hdd at 
the secretariat Unlay at Bombay. 

In the House of Commons to-day, Mr. Arthur Henderson, Under-iecretary 
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loir India, in xeply to a question said : **The Anglo-Indian Conaiuaily will 
loiTe due fepresentation in the Anvisory Committee referred to in para|^phs 
18 and 90 of the statement published on Mav i6, and this will enable them, 
tOfBther with other minorities, to put their case effectively before the 
Constituent Assembly." 

Firesiden s and st^cretaries of the t^rovlncial Congress Committees from all 
parts of India gathered at the Oougress house at iBombay and conen te steps 
were taken for me organisation of a Congress Volunteer Corps under the leader- 
ship of Major General Shah Nawas Khan of the I. N. A 

Two members of the League Assembly party in the Sind Legislstive Assembly 
resigned from the party and went over to the opi^osltion to-day. 

A four-man committeci including Pandit Ja«narlal Nehru and Mr. 0. Raja- 
gopalachari was appointed by the Congress Working Committee meeting in 
Bombay to seek settlement among the Indians in Ceylon. 

9th. The Congress President, Pandit .Tuwharlal Nehru officially announced the 
names of members of tlie new Congress Working Committee. The following 
members were nominated Maulana Ahul Kalsin Asad, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel* 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Abdul (latfar Khan, Pandit (iobiiulH Ballabh Punt, Mr., 
0. Rsiagopalachari, Mr Rad Ahmed Kidwai, Mr. ^arat ihandra Hose. Brimati 
Kamala Devi (Karnatak), Rao Saheb Patwardhau (Mabarastra), Mr. Kakhruddin 
Ahmed (Assam), Sardar l^raiap biiigh (Punjab), Srimaii Mridula Barabhai, and 
Dr. B^lakiishna V. Keskar. 

The Standing Committee of the All-India States* People's Cotifcrcnoe met at 
Congress House and discussed the qut^tion of Mate's participation in the 
Constituent Asseniblv. 1 andit .lawharlal Nehru presi(ied. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru met Mahatma Gandhi at iiarijan Niwas, Worli and 
had talks with him for an hour. 

Mr. G. M. Syod, Leader of the Opposition in the Bind Assembly addressed 
a communication to the Vic«*roy, requesting His Excellency to call upon the 
Premier, Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatiillah to tender his resignation as he bad 
forfeited the contidettcc of the majority. 

The National Planning Committee of India, which held an informal meeting 
under the presidentship of Pandit Jawharlal Nehru at Bombay, recorded its 
strong protest against the abolition of the Planning J>epartment by the Care- 
taker Govt. 

Mr. C. R. Gibbon, m. l. a. (Punjab) welcomed the Congress decision to give 
representation to the Anglo-Indian community in the Consiitucnt Assembly. 

10th. Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, Congress President, dc'clarcd at a I^css Conference 
that the Congress will enter the Constituent Assembly ^'completely unfettered 
by agreements and free to meet all situations as they arise.” 

Under the presidentship of 0>1. Niranjan Singh Gill, the Pratlnidhi 
Panthic Board body, fully representative of the four and a half million Sikhs 
of the Punjab, unanimously decided to boycott the Constituent Assembly. 

Mr. Li^uat All Khan, General Secretary of the All- India Muslim Learae, in 
a press interview declared that it would be '‘suicidal'* for the Muslims to 
enter the Constituent Assembly at present. 

The All India States' People's Conference, which concluded its t wo-dav sessioD, 
* adopted a resolution authorising the I^residcnt, Pandit Jawharlal Nehru to 
take such further action as may be necessary in connection with the affairs in 
Kashmir state. 

The Un-official U. B. Famine Commission completed its whimind tour of 
India. 

Addressing a mammoth meeting of over 2 lakhs of people at the Bhivaji Park* 
Bombay Pandit Jawharlal Nehru said that the Congress decision to enter the 
Constituent Assembly did not mean the dawn of a new era of freedom and 
sovereignty for the people of India. 

lo his prayer spe^ at Poona, Mahatma Gandhi declared: ''Western 
civilisation was digging its grave in 8. Africa. If our people remain steadfast 
snd non-violent till the end, their heroic struggle will drive the Ust nail in the 
coffin of Western civilisation which is being out in true colours in B. Africa." 

llUi. The strike called out by the All India Postmen and Lower Grade Staff 
Union commenced to-day in Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi and some other centrea. 
Madras city however was not affecteo. 
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Pftndit JawhArlal Nehro, in a atatenent to the Press on the postal strike* 
urged both the Govermnent of India and the AH-India Postal Union to accept 
a full adjudication or arbitration of the entire dispute. 

**India will bs debated in both Housea of Parliament on July 18"— th is was 
officially announced by Mr. Herbert Morrison* Lord President of the Council 
and Leader of the House. 

The Nawab of Ohhatari, President of the Nizam's Executive Council 
relinquished his office and left for Bombay. 

The admissibility of a ' 'no-confidence" motion against the Ministry when the 
Assembly had been convened for a specific purpose was hotly debated in the 
Sind Legislative Assembly when it met to elect representatives to the Constituent 
Assembly. 


12tti. His Excellency the Governor of Bind prorogued the Hind Assembly session, 
in the day's sitting, the speaker announced the result of elections to the 
Constituent AsBembly. 

Mr. Liaquat AH Khan General Secretary, All-India Muslim League announced 
that the mitctiug of the Council of the All-India Muslim l^guc will be 
held at Bombay on July 37 and 28. 

A demand for new eleciious to the Sind Assembly was made by the Premier, 
Sir Ghulam Hussain liidayatullii. 

Mr. Jai Prakash Narain* the Congress Socislist leader, in a statement to the 
press expressed dissatisfaction at the Congress participating in the Constituent 
Assembly and urged the need lor preparation for a country-wide revolutionary 
action. 

The ban on the All-India Forward Bloc was withdrawn by the 
Congress Ministry in the U. P. 


18th. The New York “Times", in a leading article wrote: “Famine is marching on 
India at a pace that promises disaster by the late summer unless measures are 
taken promptly. Btarvation and death threaten a hundred million people. 
Many need our surplus food but none more than India." 

The Government of India, by a notification issued in the Gazette of India, 
amended the Paper (prices of imiK>rted paper) C ontrol Order 1944 and issued a 
revised schedule of ceiling prices fur different varieties of imported papers. 

Mahatma Gandhi and his party arrived at l*auchgani from Poona to-day. 

14th. A 14-day ultimatum for strike in the event of non -acceptance of their 
9-fold demands was given by the All India Postal and R. M. S. Union, Calcutta 
Branch. 

It was officially announced that the Government of India had agreed to 
grant a long term credit of 5 crores of rupees to the Government of Siam. 

Ail the eight Bikh nominees to the Constituent Assembly— four Congress and 
four Akalis— withdrew their nominations according to ‘^the decision of the 
Fratindhi Panthic Board. 

The Bombay Congress Assembly Party at its meeting unanimously decided to 
nominate Bardar V^labhbhai Patel, Dr. M. K. Jayakar and 17 other candidates 
lor elections to the Constituent Assembly. 

18tli. Bir Eric Coiirau-Smi^h, Member for Posts and Air, said that the Government 
might take a week's time to examine the i)oints of the adjudicator's report and 
thus efi'ect a aettlemeut of the postal dis^tc. 

Followers of the Bcheduled Castes Federation in the Bombay Province 
launched a “non-violent satyograha" in Poona to protest against the “injustice 
done to them by the British Cabinet proposals." 


16th. Bir Joseph Bhore* former Adviser, Bhopal Btate, was nominated by the 
Nawab of Bhopal, Chancellor of the t^hamber of Princes as the Indian States* 
Braresentative in the Indian Delegation to the Peace CouftTcnce in Paris. 

Dwelling on the future progress of the Constituent Assembly, Mr. M. K. 
Munshi. member of the Constitution Bub-Oommittce set up by the Congress 
declared, “It would be fatal if the formation of the Interim Government is 
postponed and the Constituent Assembly in reduced to a debating society." 

17ib. The newly constituted Bengal Legislative Assembly, at its meeting, elected 
representatives of Bengal to the Constituent Assembly. 

The Railway Standing Finance Commiitee recommended that the proposal to 
abolish the Lower Gazetted Bervioe should be .referred to the High Power 
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Ooninittee and also further recruitments of Europeans from IT< K. should cease 
eaeqit for appointments to special posts in technical senriees. 

In the Bombay Assembly. Mr. Abdul Kadar Shaikh (Leag^ie) moved an 
adjbamment motion regarding the mishandling of the riot situation in 
Ahm^sbad.” 

18 th. The debate on India commenced both in the^ House of Commons and House 
of Lords. Giving an account of the Cabinet Mission's success in India. Lord 
Pethic-Lawrence. Secretary of Btate for India in the House of Lords made an 
appeal to the two maior parties in India to put aside tlieir keen communal 
and party feelings and work together for the good of India. The Ibresident 
of the Bosrd of Trade, Sir Stafford Cripps opened the debate on India in the 
House of Commons. 

Six persons were killed and 27 injured as a result of police firing on a mob 
in Butlam State. 

The Govern mont of India announced their willingness to accept in their 
entirely the Adjudicator's Award for relief to the noii-gazetted staff of the PoBts 
and Telegraphs department. 

Thirty-two of the .*13 Muslim scats from Bengal in the Constituent Apsembly 
was won by Muslim League candidates, the other seat went to Mr. A. K. 
Fazlul Huq (Krishnk Troja Party). 

Mr. .Tai Prakash Xaraiii, Congress Socialist I^eader asked the members of 
the C. B. P. not to stand for election to the Constituent Assemhly. 

Ten thousand people, predinninantly of the Bcheduled Castes Federation, 
stag^'d a demonstration outsi<le the 0. P. Assemhly as a ]>rotest agdnst ttie 
Cabinet Mission’s proposals. 

19th. Pandit .Tawharlal Nehru, in a press statemerP, referredto the terrible flood 
havoc that swept over East Bengal & Assam and urged the people for 
immediate financial help as well as personal service. 

Twenty-five out of the 27 general seats on the Constituent Assembly from 
Bengal was captured by the Congress. The other two seats had gone to Dr. 
Ambedkar iBcheduled Caster and vir. f^omnnth Lahiry ((Communist). 

Pandit .Tawharlal Neliru issued a circular letter to all Provincial Congress 
Committees making some general instructions for the observance, of August 9. 

Mr. V. G. Dalvi General Secretary of the All- India Po'^tmen. liowcr Grade Staff 
and R. M. S. said that the Adjudicator's award will not affect the strike unless 
the Govern men r. agreed to meet represent atives of .the strikers with a genuine 
desire for a settlement. 

20th. Fifteen Muslim Tg^ague candidates and one Unionist Muslim were declared 
elected to the Constituent Assemblv from the Puniab. 

Police op ned fire in Duriyapur loeali y near Ahmedabad. 

The Experts Coraraittee of the Congress am>ointed in connwtion with the 
Constituent Assembly met in New Delhi with rand it Nehru as the President. 

Mr. Ahmed Jaffer, M. L. A. ‘Central) urged the Govt, of India to summon 
immediately a meeting of the standing Committee of the Posts and Air 
Department to consider the postal strike. 

Condemning the r<»cent events in Goa, Pandit .Tawharlal Nehru in a Press 
statement said: *^Goa is as much a part of India as any other part and the 
freedom of India inevitably includes the freedom of the people of Goa." 

A delegation of the East African Indian National Congress had an interview 
with Gandhiji and discussed the statue of Indians in E st Africa. 

aiit. At a public reception in New Delhi, Pandit .Tawharlal explained the 
Congress position and said that the Congreas was entering the Constituent 
Assembly with the object of working it out and if they found that they were 
unable to achieve their purpose they would withdraw from it and wreck it. 

The general strike in all postal departments in Calcutta commenced to-day at 
midni^t. 

Mahatma Gandhi performed the dedication ceremony of a property worth 
Rs. bOfiOO donated by Shantifal Mangaldas of Ahmedabad to be turned 
into a aanatoriun for the poor Harijans at Panchgani. 

The Bhiromani Akali DaL the premier Bikh organisation, assured full support 
to the PanUiic Board's contemplated *'morcha" against the Cabinet MUision'a 
scheme and called upon the Board and its ^'dictator" Col. Niranjan Bingh OfIL 
to expedite the launching of direct action. 
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A nesMige of ffood-will and lull tupport to Indian paatiTe reristera in Durban 
was sent by Manatma CtandhL 

Mr. V. V. Girif Miniater for Labour and loduatriea. indicated that the 
Madras OoTernment w )uld soon introduce a Trade and Industrial Disputes Act 
at the ensuing session of the Madras Assembly, 

ttnA Mr. ML 8. Aney> Indian representative in Oylon met PUndit Nehru and 
discussed with him the Indian sitoation in Ceylon. 

In response to a call by the Bombay Provincial T. U* C..> 74 labour unions 
involving 300)000 workers observed a one-day gen«fral strike. 

Mahatma Gandhi observed ‘^Kasturba Day" to-cay. 

The Experts Committee of the Congress ad}ournea after a three-day session. 

The U. P. Legislative Assembly discuss^ the Budget presented by the 
Confess Ministry. 

The Bombay Municipal Corporation unanimously passed a resolution 
expressing full svmpathy with the passive resistance movem mt in B. Africa. 

The need for India getting more foreign supplies in food was emphasised by 
the Punjab Food Minister, mdar Baldev Bingn, in a press interview.' 

The resolution urging the Government to take steps for expansion of 
compulsory primary education in the province was discussed in the Bombay 
Legislative Assembly. 

SSrd. A one-day general strike of all workers in Madras city commenced to-day in 
sympathy with the Post and Telegraphs employees on strike. 

The thro>‘-day session of the Frontier Congress Parliamentary Party concluded 
in Peshawar. 

A joint appeal for funds for the relief of I. N. A. personnel was issued by 
the Congress President, Pandit Jawharlal Nehru and Bardar Vallabhbhai 
Patch Chairman of the I. N. A. Relief and Enquiry Committee. 

The Executive (i^omniiitee of the Bouth African Indian Oongress completed a 
three-day Conference at Cape town after passing several resolutions. The 
Committee further appointed a deputation to proceed to U. B. and place facts 
relating to the conditions of Indians in 8* Africa. 

The twcn^-fifth annual meeting and Silver Jubilee of the Madras Presidency 
Discharged Prisoticrs* Aid Society was celebrated under the presidency of Sir 
Archibalds Nve, the Governor. 

Pandit Jawhiirlal Nehru in a cress statement made an aT)peal to postal and 
telegraph workers on strike not to forget the country's interests while pressing 
their demands, and assured that the efforts made to arrive at a settlement will 
bo met with success. 


Mtk. In tlie Bengal L<)giHlative Assembly. Khan Bahadur Mohammad Ali, the 
Finance Minister presented the Budget estimate for Bengal which revealed a 
deficit of 10 crortw. 

A mass rally of OalcutU citizens, students and women took place to demand 
the release of all categories of political prisoners. A demonstration was also 
staged in front of the Bengal Assembly House- 

Pandit Jawharlal Ntdiru and his party arrived in Srinagar to-day 

A resolution opporiug urouping of Bind with the Punjab was passed at a 
Conference held under the auspices of the bind Progressive Muslim League. 
Sheikh Abdul Majid presiding. 

The Central Pay Com mission released a questionnaire to he sent to various 
labour organisations and public men in the country to get their opinions on the 
present standards of pay of (tovernment employctMi and also invite suggestion 
for revision of the existing scales of p^. 

In the U. P. Legislative Assimbly, Pandit Gobiuda Ballabh Pant, the Premier 
referred to the “deplorable situation" the province had to face and explained 
the measures adopted by the Government. 

Mahatma Gandhi, in a statement on the Goa Satyagraha movement, advised 
Jbe people to fight for civil liberty and await for bwaraj after the whole of 


Mission to India in a rei>ort to the Secretary of Agriculture, 
Mr. Clinton Anderson, dci'.lared at Washington that India was in urgent need 
of two million tons of fiiodgrains if widespread famine in the country was to be 
averted. 


The General Council of the Bengal Committee of the A. I. T. U. C. called 
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Wfoa flU ftffiliated imimis in tiie proTinee to obiem * ohokUj gencoral strike on 
Ji^ 20 in BQpport of the poetal A td<*granh8 worken on strike* 

Amdit Jswhwrlel Nehm bed his first interview with Sheikh Mohd AbdalU 
St Srinsgsr. He was also present in the court during c^heikh AhdnUa*# trial. 

Hr. Morarji Desai* Home Biinister* refuted the charges made against the 
Ahmedahad district police by opposition members in the Bombay Legiidative 
Assembly. 

A Conference to settle the details of the Khadi production scheme of the 
Madras Govt, was held under the presidentship of the Prime Minister of Madras. 

Mr. 6arat Chandra Bose was accorded a public reception in Bangoou with 
great enthusiasm. 

26111. The Bengal Assembly discussed a non-oifioial resolution moved b^ the 
Deputy Speaker. Mr. Tafazzal Ali (Muslim League) on the question of eviction 
of Bengali immigrants in Assam Valley. 

The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League held a four-hour 
session at the residence of Mr. Jinuah without passing any resolution. 

*1 he Standing Committee of the All-India Women's Conference met at 
Calcutta with ivirs. Hansa Mehta. Uie President in the chair. 

The Breton-Woods Oonvmittce of the Central Assembly which met to-dsv 
agreed to a proposal to pay to the International Bank two percent of Indian 
subscription which she had been called to pay by the 24th. of August 

27th. 'I'he Council of the All-India Muslim Leafrue met at Bombay to reconsider 
the Cabinet Mission's proposals Mr. Jinnah in his opening speech reiterated on 
the demand for “Pakistan as the only course left opt^n to the Muslim League**. 

Feroz IQian Noon, who also spoke, urged the League Council to reject the 
Cabinet Mission's plan. 

28th. The Standing Committee of the All-India Women's Conference concluded its 
threc-day session after passing sc^vcral resolutions. 

Dswan Chamanlal, IVsident of the Federation of the All-India Postal and 
Telegraphs Union left by air for Argentina on a special food mission to that 
countiy. 

Mahatma Gandhi answered a scries of questions put to him and to members of 
the All-India Congress Committee by the bcbeduled Castes' Federation on the 
rights of Harijaus. 

Addressing a public meeting, Mr. Mchrchand Khanna, Finance Minister, N. W. 
F. P.f strongly repudiated the charge that the opposition of the Pathans to 
compulsory grouping with the Punjab was engineered by the Frontier Hindus. 

The usefurnesB of running classes for the study of current political topics 
was stressed by Mr. C. Bsjagopaiachari inaugurating a Political class" 
organised by the Adyar Congress Oommittei\ 

29th. The Council of the All-India Muslim League concluded its three-day session 
after passing two resolutions, one rejecting the British Cabinet Delegation's 
proposals and the other deciding to resort to direct action for the achievement 
of Pakistan. The Council also called upon Muslim title-holdcn to renounce 
the titles conferred on them by the British Government. 

There was a complete ''hartal" throughout Calcutta and its suburbs. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru returned to Delhi from Kashmir. 

The food position in India was outlined by Mr Arthur Henderson, Under- 
secretary of btate for India, in reply to a quesdon in the House of Commons. 

At the Budget session of the Cochin Legislative Council, the Maharaja of 
Cochin, in his message, stressed the necessity for a united Kerala as an essential 
step to enable the people of the West Coast to play an important part in the 
cttltural and political life of tlic country. 

30th. Pundit Nehru, the Congress .President, hsd a 00-minutc interview with 
Viceroy. The situation arising from the Muslim League's decision to reject the 
Cabinet Mission’s proposals was discussed. 

The Working committee of the All-India Muslim League met Win at 
Jinnah's residence. A number of resolutions on the Indians in 6. Africa, in 
Ceykm and in Palestine were passed. The Committee farther fixed August 16 
AS the day for observing the "Direct Action Day" thronghont India. 

The policy the Provincial Govemmento should follow in the matter of basic 
education and the problems eonnected with the introduction of primary 
education were discussed at an Edncatioaal Conference held at Poona. 
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MaoIao* Abttl KAlftm Asad expressed extreme regret at the Muslim League 
Gotmoirs drcision with regard to the Cabinet Mission's plan. 

Mr. J. J. Singh, President of the India Leagne in America advocated that 
United Nations should step in and arbitrate *'in the present dangerous political 
situation in India before bloodshed and chaos envelope the people of India.” 

The London Times in an editorial condemned the stand taken by the Muslim 
Leagne by their threat of **direct action.” 

At a meeting of the Congress L^islative Party, Mr. T. Prskasam, Leader of 
the Party, ruled out Mr. A. Yaidyanatha Aiyar's resolution urging post- 
ponement of introduction of budget in the Legislature. 

81 si. 'I'he Budget session of the Madras Legislative Assembly commenced ; Mr. 
J. Sivashanmugam Pillai, the speaker, presided. A deficit of Es. 9 crores was 
revealed in the budget estimates for i946-47. 

Mr. M. A. .Jinnah, revie <Aing the League Council decisions at a Press Con- 
ference stated : 'Wchave done our best and any further initiative now must 
come cither from the British Government or from the Congress.” 

The Bail way Board accepted the compromise formula for interim relief to 
railwaymen suggested by the Advisory Committee of the All-India Eailwaymen's 
Federation. 

August 1946 

The employees of the various branches of the Imperial Bank of 
India went on a strike. 

The postal strike throughout lodia came to an end. 

Mr. Jinnah declared that the suggestion to refer the Leaguers case to 
arbitration was unacceptable to him. 

Sir A. Bamaswami Mudaliar assumed charge as Dewan of Mysore. 

Death anniversary of Dr. Babindra Nath Tagore was celebrated in 
Calcutta. 

The Viceroy had oonsullations with the Governors of N, W. F. P., 
Punjab, Bind, U. P. and Bengal 

The Congress Working Committee met at Wardba. 

The ban on the All India Forward Bloc was lifted. 

Baja Mahendra Pratap of Hathras returned to Madras from Japan. 

At the All-India Food Ministers* Conference a resolution demanding 
that the Government of India should secure additional supplies of food grains 
from overseas was adopted. 

Pandit Nehru was invited by the Viceroy to form an Interim Govern- 
ment at the Centre. 

The Congress Party walked out of the Bengal Assembly as a protest 
against **tbe Government's declaration of Aug. 16 as a public holiday." 

Pandit Nehru informed Mr. Jinnah the Viceroy's invitation to form an 
Interim Government and invited the latter'e oo-operation in the taak. 

The Bikhs decided to enter the Constituent Assembly and the Interim 
Government. 

Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru met Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 

Mr. H. S. Subrawardy announced the Bengal Governments order for 
the release of all remaining terrorist prisoners. 

**Direot Aotion*’ day was observed in Calcutta by the Muslims. 
Mass-murder, looting, arson etc. continued unabated for four oonsMutive days. 
Polios remained inactive. 

Mr. Jinnah informed Pandit Mebru bis Party's non-co-operation with 
the Congress in the formation of the Interim Govemmeot. 

A joint appeal to the people of Calontta **to stop this fratricidal war 
gt once" was issued by prominent Bengal leaders. 
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PI. JawhftrUl Nehru hud inter?iews with the Tioeroy. 

Burly reoall ot the Bengal Governor and the diamiseal of the League 
Miniitry wae urged by Mr. Sarat Oh. Bose. 

Members of the Viceroy's Executive Oounoil tendexed their resignations 
on the eve of the formation of the Interim Government. 

Oommunal disturbances broke out in Allahabad. 

The Viceroy announced the formation of the Indian Interim Govern* 
ment. In a broadcast. His Exoellanoy appealed to the Muslim League to 
join the Interim Government and enter the Constituent Assembly. 

Sir Shafaat Ahmed Khan was stabbed at Simla. 

The Strike on the S I. Bailway commenced. 

H. E. the Viceroy arrived in Calcutta. 

The Congress Working Committee met at Bhangi Colony and passed a 
number of resolutions. 

Mahatma Gandhi and Pt Nehru discussed with the Viceroy the riot 
situation in Calcutta. 

Mr H. 8. Suhrawardy, the Bengal Premier announced that there 
would be a full Commission to enquire into the Calcutta riots. 

Mr. J« P. Narain was nominated a member of the Congress Working 
Committee. 

Mr. liaquat Ali Khan asked the Muslims throughout India to observe 
‘‘Black Day" on Sept. 2. 

1st The Federation of Posts and Telegraph Unions accepted the fresh concessions 
made by the Government of ludin and called ofl' the general strike scheduled to 
begin on Augusts. 

The strike by the clerks, cashiers and subordinate staff of the various brandies 
of the Imperial Bank of India commenced. 

The Muslim League's decision with regard to the Cabinet Mission's proposals 
was discussed by the Ministers of the British Cabinet at London. 

Addressing the members of the Madras Presidency College, Botany Association, 
Mr. K. M. Bundaram, i« c. s., secretary Development Department, stressed the 
importance of applying improved methods of agriculture for increaHtng food 
production and outlined the steps taken by the Madras Government in this 
direction. 

The Andhra Institute of Public Affairs was inaugurated by Dr. Pattabhai 
Sitaramayya before a large gathering. The Maharaja of I’ithapuram presided. 
Bii Ailadi Krishuaswami Iyer delivered the inaugural addreas on ^'citir.enship 
in free India.” 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel at a public meeting answered a number of points 
raised by Mr. Jiiiuah during his spetches in the Lca^e Council meeting and in 
his press Conference. Bartlar Patel said that the Congress would not yield to 
the threats put forth by the League leader aud asked tiie Muslims **to give up 
quarrels anci to take to the constructive path of co-operation.” 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru made a reference to the controversyton the status 
of the Constituent Assembly and to the Muslim League's decision while 
addressing the students and professors of the Allahabad University. He said, 

* India was bound to attain her independence. No one could stop it. The 
recent decision of the Muslim League or such other matters might delay this 
independence, but they could not stop it.” 

2a4. As a result of the demands being accepted by the Government, the 33 day 
old postal strike was called off by Mr. V. G. Dalvi, the General Secretary 
of the All-India Postmen A Lower Grade staff Union. 

Mr. Mohammad Ali, Finance Minister summing up the discussions of Uie 
provincial budget in the Bengal Legislative Assembly stated that a searching 
and sifting enquiry into what is commonly called the scandal of boat construo- 
tion programme that entailed a loss of 1 crore and 73 lacs of rupees to the 
I^vtncial Government would be inatituted and punishment would be meted 
out to the oftendem. 

A ten-point plan to provide India with a modern aircraft industry at a ooet 
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of Bt. l;30,00»000 in the ftnt five yeast wat outlined in a tenet zeport to the 
Goverament of India ittned hy the U. EL Airctaft Mimion. 

The General debate of the Beviaed Budget for i946-i7 opened in the Madraa 
Lefiitlative Aeeembly. Mr. J. 6inuihanninp[am Pillai, the Speaker presided. 

trd. In the Bengal Attembly, in reply to a question put by Kumar Bimal (fiiandra 
Singha, the Mlniatry refuM to hold a public inquiry into the police e TCOief e 
during the l9i2 August disturbances in Bengal. 

A press Note issued in New Delhi announced Bubstantial increase in the 
supply of petrol for civil consumption in India consequent on the ratification 
of the American loan to Britain. 

An elaborate statement on the demand for total Prohibition ^ in 
all districts this year was made at a meeting of the Madras Congress Legisla- 
tive Party. 

4Ui. A reference to the postal strike was made by Mahatma Gandhi in to-day's 
issue of the **HariJan^\ He added that the situation arising out of the postal 
strike* and also other disorders in the country was not suitable for the observance 
of **hartar' on August 9. 

The l\injab Government lifted the ban on public meetings and processions in 
the principal towns in the Province. 

Dr. B. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, speaking on the "place of States in Free lodia*'* 
at a public meeting at Madras, observed that the only remedy for the grievance 
of the States' subjects was to attain freedom for India. 

The Power and Fuel Sub-Committee appointed by the National Planning 
Committee recommended electrification of rail way a in India aa far as posaibla 
with a view to achieve greater efficiency and conserve the country’s limited coal 
xiaoaroea. 

Inaugurating the Kaiturba Grama Sevika Training Institute, the first trsining 
centre in Tamil Nad« Srimati Suebeta Kripalani observed that they ’‘looked upon 
these Bevikaa as the symbols of Indian regeneration .** 

5lh. Mr. M. A. Jinnsb, in an interview, declared that the suggestion to refer the 
League’s esse to arbitration was unacceptable to him. Replying to the sngges- 
lion made by Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel, he said that the proposal was made to 
impress the ignorant public in India and abroad that the Congreas was reason- 
able and conciliatory in its attitude towards the demand of the Muslim League.” 
The Muslim demand of Pakistan, Mr. Jionah aaid, was based on the right of 
self-determination and was not subject to judicial review. 

Sir MirM Ismail took over ohaige as President of H. £• H. the Nizam’s Executive 
Council from Nawab Sir Mehdi xar Jung Bahadur. 

Mr. Lisquat Ali Khan, General Secretary of the All-India Muslim League, 
declared that the uoasibility of the formation of a Government at the centre by 
the Oongrese ahould be a signal for the Muslim League to start its programme 
of ''diiect action*' so that *'we can resist it by all means and make the function- 
ing of such a Government impossible." He added," At the ssme time in view of the 
situstion that exists now, there will have to be a fresh start snd a new 
approach to the whole subjeot of iudiau independence.' ' 

Mr. P. C. Joihi, General {Secretary of ibe Communist Party of India, in a 
statement condemned the action of the Government of India in sending Indian 
trooiw to Bssra on the ostensible plea of saf^uarding the intereata of Indians, 
British and Arab there, “ae the real intention was to crush the growing move- 
ment of the Indian and Iranian workers agaiiitt the oppreaaion and exploitation 
of ibe Auglo-Iranian Oil Company." 

Addressing the Twelfth General Meeting of the Bhare-holdera of ibe Reserve 
Bsuk of India st Msdrss, Sir C. D. Deshmukh, Governor of the Bink, review^ 
the economic sud finsucial condition of the country and reiterated the Bank’s 
opposition to any proposal to seals down India’s sterling balances with Britsin. 
He also amphasiM the need fur Indian banks sticking to sound banking practice 
and explained the scope for much Improvement in ibe direetion. 

•th. 8ir J. P. Srivsstava, former Food Member of the Government of India, waa 
selected by the Csretska Government to lead the Indian delegation to the soeisl and 
Koonomio Council to be held at Copenhagen in the end of AuguiL 

Mr. Jyoti Bose, a Communiat if4,.A, waa arreated by the police at Oaloiitia 
within the preoinots of the Bengal Assembly Houee. 

Idath Damodar Swarupi Fiiaideut of the U, P. C 0. and a Oongroia Sodaliot 
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it to hoM of tebieving to jthiiig worthwhile uoleet wt ore all detemiacd to 
parilj thit place of pertooal and partv atrife/* 

At the Bn Ohittra Oooaollt Sir G. r. RaoBatwanii Aiyar. Dewao of TraTaneore, 
fe-emphaaiaed the ataod taken bj the Statca with regard to the political Intore 
of iodia. 

The Bill for the abolition of Zamindary ayatem in U. P. waa paaaed in the 
U. P- Lej^alatife Aaacmbiy. 

eth. The OongteM Working Committee adopted a reeolntion appealing to the Sikba to 
EeeonaUler their deoUian regarding the Constituent Assembly and to express their 
wiliingneas to take part in it. By another resolution the Committee appointed 
the same Parliamentary Bub-Committee as before. oonsisUiig of Monlana Abnl 
Kalam Azad, Sardar Vailabhbhai Patel and Dr. Rajendra Prasad. 

The "9th August" was celebrated in the principal cities throughout India. 

The ProTineial Food Ministers and represeutatires of leading Indian States met 
In Conference in New Delhi to survey the food situation and the prospect for 
the next four months. Sir Robert Hutohings» Food Member, Government of 
India, preaided. 

Indiana sterling balances and the grave economic confusion in the country were 
discusaed by Mr. Monu Subedari m. l. a. (Central), addressing the Commerce 
Graduate Association at Bombay. 

Mr. M. K. Munshi, a member of the Experts Sub-Committee appointed by the 
Congress, speaking at Poona, expressed the hope that good sense would still 
prevail with leaders of the Muslim League and that it would join the Consti- 
tuent Assembly. He added that even if they did not, the Oongrcss waa pledged 
to look after the claims of the minorities. 

A deputation consisting of Mr. R. B. Pandaya, representative of the East Africa 
Overseas Merchants* Ohamber, and Mr. V. Rupani, Secretary of the Chamber 
met Pandit Jawbarlai Nehru and explained to him the diffioultias that face 
Indians in East African territories. 

Raja Mohendra Pratap of Hathras, United Provinces, arrived In Madras to-day 
from Japan after dl years’ exile. 

Giring his impressions on the Peace Conference issues, Sir Khisar Hyat Khan 
Tiwana, the Indian delegate to the Peace Conference at Paris, said : *lndia as a 
great country, when she comes into her owu, will naturally demand her rightful 
place in interuational politics iu accord with her war record, her population aud 
her resources. 

Sir Patrick Spens, Chief Justice of India, at a meeting of the Madras Advocates* 
Association, discussed the aspects of the future constitution of India with special 
reference to the problems that might come up before the Federal Court aud 
suggestdd the establishment of a legal oouvcniion between the Centre and the 
Provinces for this purpose. 

lOth. The Congress Working Committee adopted a resolution making it clear that while 
Congress did not approve of all the proposals contained in the State Paper 
they accepted the acheme iu its entirety. The resolution further regretted the 
decision of the Muslim League not to participate iu the Coustituent Assembly 
and appealed for the co-operation of all those who aeek the freedom and good of 
the country iu the hope that oo-operatiou in common talki may lead to the eolu- 
tiou of mauy of India's problems.” 

Muslim India's sympathy lor the Indian struggle in South Africa was con- 
Yayed by Mr. M. A. Jiuusb, in a telegram to the secretaiy of the Natal Indian 
(^iigreee. 

The All-India Food Ministere’ Conference which concluded its session st New 
Delhi, unauimously adopted a reeolution demanding of the Government of India 
to aecure addttiuual suppliee of food-graioe from over-eeas in order to avoid a 
wide eoala breakdown of the health and life of the people. 

Delhi aiudenie observed * hartal" to protest agaiust the action of the police in 
making "lathi" charge on a proceaeiou taken out iu obeervanoe of August 9ih. 

Mr. Tushar Kaou Uhoeb, Preeideot of the Ail-iudia Newspaper Editors’ Oonle- 
ranee in his speech at the Emmre Press Conference, deplore the eoarcity of 
Indian newt published in the Britieh prase and the ignorance which, he aaid, 
prevailed among a large aeotion of the British public about the Indian aituation. 

11th, A resolution extending fail support to the Indians in Goa and condemning "the 
Fhsotet and authoritarian adminieiratiou of Portugal** over the people thecf wss 
passed by the Oongesss Working Committes, 
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Tlw put flut yoatha ooaM pla; ia theadoMlkmalndMeitl spHIlof 

ww emphuiiad by Mr. H. Rathauwami, VioemhaDeaUn, Aanauabd Uahraiaity, 
fmidiog Ofer • conference of youths et Msdrss. 

Pendil Jewherlel Nehru, eddrensing s gsthering of •ludents st Nogpitr eefd : 
e subject country like Indie which It struguling to be free from the foreign 
yoke the stndento cennot evoid debbltng in polities. But it is ebsurd for tne 
etndents to tell the country whet to do end whet not to do in certein oirourosten- 
ees. The oonntry does not went their leed. The students study in the CoUegM 
not to leed, bnt to leern how to help the country’s oeuse by undersUnding we 
conditions of the million of the ▼illsges in Indie." 


12th. Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, the Congrees President, was invited by the Viceroy 
to form an Interim Government at the Centre. The followin^c communique 
was issued from the Viceroy’s House: — ‘His Excelleney the Viceroy, with the 
approval of his Majesty’s Government, has invited the President of the Congress 
to make proiM)sal8 for 'the immediate formation of an Interim Government and 
the President of the Congress has accepted the invitation. Pandit Jawharlal 
N^ru will shortly visit iNew Delhi to discuss his proposal with H. £. the 
Viceroy.” 

Criticising the Congress Committee’s n^olutiont Mr. M. A. .linnah, in a 
statement, said, * The lat(»st resolution of the Congress Working Committee 
passed at Wardha on the lOth August tloes not cnrrj' us aity Ahere because it 
IB only a repetition of the Congreiis stiiml taken by them from the very 
beginDing only put in a dilForent language and phraseology.” 

The Congn^s Assembly party walked out of the Bengal Iji*gialRtive Assembly 
tx>-day as a protest against ‘‘the (government’s policy in giving otTect to a 
party decision through Governmental authority,” in declaring August IG as a 
public holiday. 

The death occurred at Poona of Uao Bahadur K. N. Dixit, retired Director- 
General of Archaeology, Govt, of India. 

The appeal of the Congress Working Committee to the Muslim League for 
co-operation in the task of shaping the future of independent India was 
welcomed by vir. L. 8, Amery, former Secretary of Btate for India in a press 
statement. “This is certainly ati improvement in tlic situation”, Mr. Amery 
said. “Nevertheless, so much denends on the Muslim League that it is a very 
delicate situation and I think tliat perhaps further comments at this stage 
would be unwise.” 


latb Pandit Jawharlal Nehru wrote to Mr. M. A. Jinnah informing him of 
the Viceroy’s invitation to him to form an Interim (government and inviting 
Mr. Jinnah’s co-operation in the fulfilment of the task. 

Pandit Nehru, Maulana Azjid and Hardar Patel held a Conference and 
discussed the proposals to be submitted to the Viceroy by the Congress 
President for the formation of the Interim (•overn merit. 

The U. P. Legislative Assembly discusse<l a regolution by l^bu Ham- 
purnanand, Finance Minister, seeking the abolition of capitalism in all forms 
and hence “socialisation of the principal means of production, exchange and 
distribution.” 

The Industries Oimmittee of the Textile (>ontrol Board discussed questions 
relating to the adjustment of prices of cotton cloth. Sir Akbar Hydari, 
Information Member and Sir Arthur Waugh, Supply Member, Government of 
India, were present at the discussions. 

The (]h)vernment decided to give immediate interim relief amounting to three 
and a half crores of rupees to lower grade staff, in the Civil Department other 
than the railways, posts and telegraphs. 

The (jongress Working Committee concluded its six-day session after passing 
three resolutions, two pertaining to labour and the thira on the constitutional 
reforms in the Hyderabad State. 

14th. The Sikhs decided to enter the Constituent Assembly “when the opportunity 
comes” and to enter the Interim Government also. This decision was taken by 
the Panthic Board, the supreme body of the Sikh community, in response to 
the Gongrm reauest. 

The action of the Bengal (xovernment in declaring 16th. August a public 
holiday was severely condemned at a public meeting at Calcutta, 8j. S. M. Ghosh, 
Presidkit of the Beniml Provincial (Congress Ommiltee presided. 

Mr. Sudhir Ghose, Mahatma Gandhi’s personal envoy in London^ had an inter- 




16 THE INDIAN ANNUAL BB0I8TEB [ 14 Ano. *46- 


tiew witb tilie Britiih Ptemier* Mr. Gement Attlee and diienieed with him the 
Indtoa eilttatiott. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru left for Bombay to-day. Prior to hie departure, he 
had a long talk with Mahatma Uandhi at Ben^ani. 

Mr. €ie(^e De Bilva, Minister for Health and President of the Oeylon National 
Congress, in a cable to Pandit Nehru, congratulated him on *^hi6 acceptance of 
the office as Prime Minister" and express^ the hope that the Muslim League 
would join hands with the Congress for the happiness of India and to expedite 
her complete independence. 

The U. P. Legislative Assembly passed without a division a resolution seeking 
^^socialisation of the principal means of production, exchange and distribution 
In the inovinee. 

Bpeaki^ on the Laud Revenue Demand in the Madras I^egislative Assembly, 
Mr. T. rrakasam, the Premier, explained the Covemment plans to give 
immediate relief to tenants in Zamindary areas and to protect their rights in 
the matter of use of forests, grazing, etc. 


IStli. Mr. M. A. Jinnah*s reply to Pandit Nehru's letter seeking the co-operation 
of the League in the formation of an Interim National Government was 
delivered to Pandit Nehru to-day. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru met Mr. M. A. Jinnah at the latter's residence. 
The meeting lasted eighty minutes. 

The Bengal Legislative Council by 31 to 13 votes, rejected an adjourn- 
ment motion which sought to discuss the Bengal Government's declaration of 
August 16 as a public holiday. 

Addressing the members of the India Council of World Affairs, Pandit 
Jawharlal Nehru said, ^*In the future, India is found to be the centre of a 
very big federation of the of Asia." Pandit Nehru further explained the scope 
of an **Inter-^8ian Relations Conference" to be convened by the India Council 
of World Affairs sometime in January or February next year. 

Mr. H. B. Suhrawardy, Chief Minister of Bengal, in the Legislative Assembly, 
announced that orders have been passed by the Bengal Government for the 
release of all the remaining terrorist prisoners. 


i6th. ^‘Direct Action" dav was observed by the Muslims in Calcutta. A mass 
r*iUy was held in the afternoon at the Calcutta '*maidaa" in observance of the 
day. A mob violence, unprecedented in the history of India, plunged the 
great city of Caleutta into an orgy of bloodshed, murder and terror. Mass 
inunier, looting, arson etc. occurred in different parts of the city. Hundreds of 
lives were lost, thousands were injured, property worth crorcs of rupees were 
destroyed. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, the Congras President, announced in bis Press 
CoDference that the Muslim J^eagiie President, Mr. M. A. Jinnah, had declined 
to offer his party's co-operation to the Congress in the formation of an immediate 
Provisional National Government. Pandit Nehru said: ^Co-operation in the 
formation of the Interim Government is being offered to the Congress by all 
dements excepting the Muslim League. However, in the oircumstances, it is 
obvious that we cannot stand still because of this unfortunate lack of oo-operation 
from the Muslim League. Bo far as we are ooncerned, the door of co-operation 
will always be open and we shall, in whatever wo may do, be keeping this larger 
view-pc^t." 

The Madras Legislative Assembly voted the demands for Forests and 
Registration moved by the Minister for Fisheries and the Law Minister 

Hooseinbhoy A. Laljee, lYesident of the All-Party 6hia Conference, in an 
Interview witb Pandit Nehru, placed before him the Sbia Muslim point of view 
in regard to the formation of the Interim Government. 

:^dit Jawharlal Nehru told the India Council of World Affairs that the 
Inler^Asian Relations Oonferenoe, of which he was^one of the orginators, would 
endeavour to develop healthier political, economic and cultural cootacta among 
the nations of the East. 


17 th. Rioting continued unabated in Calcutta and unofficial estimates of casuablies 
totalled 2ob killed and over 1300 injured. The entire business life in Calcutta 
was at a stand-still. Transport services did not function. The police opened 
fire several times for dispersal of crowds. Curlew was imposed in Cmutta 
ltoiB9p. M. to 4 a.m. tiection 144 Or. P. C., prohibiting toe assemblage of 
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mm thftn fiye pexiont in the ttreeto nud the carrying of weapona was also 
promulgated on the city. 

Mmib. Barat Chandra Boee, H. S. Suhrawardy, Khwaja Nasimuddin» Bitrendra 
Mohan Ghosh, Maulana Akram Khan and other party leaders isaued a joint 
appeal to the public of Calcutta * to stop this fratricidal war at once.** The 
leaders, along with Sir Frederic Burrows. Governor of Bengal, also visited some 
of the disturoed areas of the city. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru met the Viceroy to>day. The talks which lasted 
an hour and a half, dwelt with the formation of the Interim Government. 

Sardar Baldev Singh, the Sikh leader, expressing satisf^tioii over the revoca- 
tion of the Panthic Hoard's decision to boycott the Constituent Asst^mbly, made 
a pointed reference to the Muslim League's policy of boycott and direct action* 
and characterised it as a ^'declaration of war against the Sikhs'* aad inconsis- 
tent with Mr. Jinnah's former attitude towards direct action resorted to by the 
Congress in recent years. 

Tue Scatiding Oommiuee of the Hyderabad State Congres adopted a resolution 
rejecting the Reforms announced by the Hyderabad Government and demanding 
lU withdrawal. ^ 

Pandit Jasrharlal Nehru, in an interview on the Calcutta dieturbaooee, 
criticised the Bengal Government as '‘having no high reputation for competence 
or anything." 

Addressing a conference of Rulers and Ministers of the Central India Statee, the 
Nawab of BhopsI, Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes reiterated the importance 
of speedy introduction of internal reforms in the States. 

Members of the Indian Industrial Delegation of the AlMndia Manufacturers’ 
Organisation, headed by Sir M. Viavesvarayya, met the Secretary of State fur 
India. Lord Feihick Lawrence. 

ISth. The situation in Calcutta remained unchanged. Murder, looting, and arson conti- 
nued throughout the day. The police opened fire several times in different parts of 
the city. Unofficial estimates of casualtiaB throughout the day revealed fiOO killed 
and 2W injored. Tnere was a heavy exodus of f)eople, including men, women 
and children from the city. The military was called out towards the afternoon 
to assist the police in restoring law and order, 

Psndit Nehru, Maulana Azsd, Sardar Patel and Babu Rajendra Prasad met 
together at New Delhi. Later, Fahdit Nehru had further talks with the Viceroy 
in course of which he submitted a list of names of persons for inclusion in 
the Interim Government. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnab in a statement said : "Pandit Jawharlal Nehru would have 
been nearer the truth if, instead of saying that there was lack of co-operatloii 
from the l^esgue. he had said that the Muslim League wss not prepared to 
■nrrende*; and it would have been still more true if, instead of saying that the 
Congress door of co-operation was aet open, he had said that Congress door was 
open to the Muslim League for aliiect surrender." 

The India Office announced a decision not to proceed with the appointment of 
"war service" candidates to the Indiso Civil riervice, the Indian Political Bervioe 
and the Indian Police under the recruiting plan announced on June 1, 194.\ 

The Tamil Nsd Congress Committee, under the presidency of Mr. K. Kamrej 
Nadar, rejected the reeolution moved by Mr. D. H. Arunachslam suggesting that 
Congress should not contest officislly the electione to local bodies end also 
expressed disapprovsl to the proposed strike of the ti. I. K, Union in view of the 
critical food and cloth poeition in the country. 

19th. After three days of extreme killing, loot end arson the situation in Calcutta showed 
signs of improvement. Heavy exodus of people continued throughout the day. A 
great deal of relief work was carried out the military and other organisatione. 
Reeeue Parties and Peace Committees were formed by both communities in different 
looslitiee of the city. Tension, however, prevailed everywhere. 

Col. NirajsD Biogh Gill met Pandit Jawharlal Nehru and the CoogreM 
Parliamentary Bub-Committee at New Delhi. Daring the discussion eomj^ete 
agreement on the formation of the loterlsn Government end other eonslitnlional 
matters allied to it was reached between the Congreee and the Bikh Panthle Board. 

The formation of a non-political organisation in London "for the onitnral 
aosertioB of India in Great Britain" waa annonnoed by Mr, V, JL KcU^oa 
Menon, Beoretary of the India Leagno, at Bombay, 

Mr. R. K. Bidhwa, Beoretary of thy Bind Coalition Aeeembly Party and a 
3 
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Pmf Ooogriw letder, in a •tatamrat rafatad tha inagattioo which Mr. Jinnah 
made Iq hii reoant atatamant raplying to Pandit Nahru, **that tha Parri 
organiaatioD ia oartainly not with tha Ooograaa.** 

Pandit Dwarka Praaad Miahra, Information Miniatar of the Oentral Prorineca 
nttarad a atarn warning that the Qorernment would bara to taka atern action 
againat tha nambera of the Hchadulad Oaatca in Nagpur if thara waa no impzora- 
mant in tha attitude of thair laadera in general. 

20th. Thera waa a rary marked improvement in the aitnation in Calcutta. Tranaport 
aarvieta raaomed partially, but only under military eacort. Inter-communal 
co-operation helped to maintain peace in anme local itiea of the city. Mr. Barat 
Chandra Bose, in a tel''T>hpne call to Hie Excellency the Viceroy’a Secretary, 
urged the need for the Viceroy*8 immediate presence in Calcutta. 

A peace mission including Mr. Sarat Chandra Boae, Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 
Mr. Kiran Kankar Hoy, Mr. Burendra Mohan Ghosh and other leaders tourM 
round the affected areas of Calcutta apftealing to the people to maintain peace 
and goodwill and to forget the happenings of the last fe«v days. 

An appeal to the stuaents to prepare themselves for shouldering great reapon- 
aibilitiea in the near future was made by virs. Aruna Asaf Ali speaking at a 
public meeting under the auspices of the Madras branch of the Indian Students* 
Congreas. 

The **London Timen** to-day attributed the blame for the Calcutta tragedy to 
delay on the part of the Muslim League Govt of Bengal in taking adequate 
precautions and said that Pandit Nehru cannot acquit himself of some share 
at least in precipitating Mr. Jinnah*s disastrous decision to remain aloof. 
Stateameii of both Muslim and Hindu communities should learn a lesson from 
the outbreak, the Times further said. 

Mr. Barat Chandra Bose, leader of the Congress Party in the Central 
Assembly, in a press interview, said that the Bengal Governor. Sir Frederick 
Burrows should oe recalled, the present Muslim League Ministry in Bengal 
dismissed and Calcutta placed unaer military control for at leaMt a fortnight. 

Emphasising the importance of the profession of Journalism in modern 
public life and the power and responsibility attached to it, the Dewan of 
Mysore, Bir A Karoaswami Mudaliar urged that the closest possible relation- 
ship should be maintained between the Press and the Administration. 

21at Mr. Mania Bux, member of the Coalition Party in the Sind Assembly, met 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and informed him of the situation in Bind and the 
attitude of the C>oalitioii Tarty to the formation of the Interim Government. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, in a press statement, denied the report that he 
declined to discuss the long-term settlement with Mr. .Tinnan, during his 
recent meeting with the League President. Pandit Nehru added: '‘I said 
nothing about crushing the Muslim League or anyone. Gur policy has not 
been and will not be to threaten anyone but rather to win him over if we can." 

Except for some stray assaults, the situation in Calcutta continued to remain 
quiet. 

Mr. H. B. Buhrawardy, the Bengal Premier, in a broadcast to-day appealed 
to the citizens of Calcutta to give their fullest co-opt^ration to restore peace and 
goodwill in the shortest possible time in the city. Explaining the (H)vornment*s 
efforts ill maintaining law and order, the Premier said that there was no 
intention of withdrawing the Army until law and order were fully restored. 
The severity of Government measures, he added, would increase with the outbreak 
of any fresh incidents in any area. 

Addressing the students of the Hindusthani Fraohar Babha's training 
CVdlege, Mahatma Gandhi said, '*We are slaves of the Eogtish language If you 
want to be good Hindusthani propagandisto, you must also learn to be good 
**bhaDffis** (soavengers) like me. 

Mr. Y. V. Giri, Minister for Labour, presiding over a public meeting at 
Madras, expressed the view that strikes should be the last resort for the 
worksis as a means for gaining redress of their grievances, 
alad. Pandit Jawharlal Ndiru, the Congress President met the Viceroy to-day. 
The interview lasted 75 minutes. 

Bir C. P. Rsmaswami Aiyar, the Dewan of Travancore, inaugurating the 
Indian Institute for Educational and Oultural Conference at Bombay, deeiaxed 
that the Congress had not acted wisely in havil^; contented itself with a limited 
Centre in the proposed constitution lor India and urged that a strong 
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uid powerful Ceutre should be set up so thst the Indisn Btstes end the 
PiOfiuoes eould be guided together in.the oommon problesui fseing the eoutry. 
Osleuite remsintd quiet. 

Sir Currimbboj Kbrehtm tendered his reslgnstion ss e member of As Muslim 
Leegue in s letter to the Bombay PrOTinoisl Muslim Lesgue. 

fttrd. members of the Vieeroy*s Ezeentire Oouneil tendered their reslgnntloa to 
the Vieeroy on the ere of the formation of the Interim GkiYemment 
An in?iistion to Master Tara Singh, the Akali leader, to oome and bees n 
heart-to-heart talk with him, was made by Mr. M. A. Jinnah, the Muslim League 
Fiestdent. 

Mr. T. Prakasam, the Madras Premier, oeiebrated his 75th birthdry at Madras. 
Glowing tributes were paid to him by representatires of farions politioal parties 
and eommunities. 

Four persons were killed and 43 injured in oommunal disturbances which broke 
out to^ay in Allahabad. Police opened fire several times. 

The rwation between the Oongreas Ministries and the respeoti?e Proflnolsl 
Oongress Committees was defined by Bardar Vallabhbhai Patel in a letter to the 
U. r. ProTincial Congress Committee, who had sought his clarifioation on 
the point 

A oomprehenslre statement outlining the Gorernment*s policy for the protection 
of people in the profinee in the event of anti-social elements in society creating 
dismers, such as were witnessed in Ahmedabad and Calcutta, was issued by 
the Bombay Gofernment in a Press Note. 

S4Ui. The Viceroy announced the formation of the Indian Interim Govomment at 
the Centre. The following communique was issued **His Maiesty the King 
has accepted the reaignaiion of the present members of the Viceroy s Executive 
Council. Mis Majesty has been pleased to appoint the following:— Pandit 
Jawharial Nehru, Or, Bajendra Prasad, Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, Bardar Vallabh- 
bhai Patel, Mr. M. Asafali, Mr. Barat Chandra Biiae, Dr. John Maihal. Bardar 
Baldev Bingh, Bir Bhafaat Ahmed Khan, Mr. Jagjivan Kam, Byed All Zaheer, 
and Mr. Ooverji Hormus]i Bhabha. Two more Muslim membera will be appoint- 
ed later. The interim Government will take oflU $e on Bept. 2.’* 
lo a broadcast from New Delhi, H. £. the Viceroy spoke of the formation of 
the Interim Government and made a special appeal to the Muslim League to 
reconsider their policy and join the Interim Government and enter the ooneti- 
iuent Assembly. 

Bir Bhsfast Ahmed Khan, Member-Designste of the Interim Government, was 
stabbed by aome unknown persona at Bimla. 

The view that ttie abare of the Muaalmaoe in the now Government ihould have 
been kept vacant was expressed by Malik Faros Khan Neon, former Member of 
the Viceroy’s Executive Oouneil, in an interview on the formation of the Interim 
Government. He added, **Congrcao nomineea are hardly the pereone who onn 
aaauage Musltm’a discontent. These appointments are definitely made in a 
•pirit of defiant provocation." 

The atrike on the South Indian Railway eommenesd to-day. 

The inclnslon of Byed All Zaheer in the Government was welcomed by Mr. 
Hoaseinbhoy A. Dsljee, President of the All-Parties Bhia Conference who said 
Uiat the claim of the Bhias bad been folly recogniacd io this appointment. 

Pandit Jawharial Nehru, President of the All-india Slates* People's Coofsrenee, 
adftaed tbs Cochin State Praja Mandal to offer their co-operation in implement- 
ing the new constitutional reform in the State. 

A reaoltttion adopted by the Working Committee of the Bengal Provinolal 
Mnslim Le^ue, declared that *'tbe setting up of the Interim Government by the 
Vieeroy with the Congress and without the Muslim League is bound to oreste 
the strongest possible resentment throughout the Muslim India.” 

The trial of Sheikh Abdulla, the National Conference Leader, was oonolndsd 
before the Seseione Judge of Kashmir to-day. 

Mr. Reginald Sorenaeo, a Member of the Parliamentary Delegation to Indie, 
in e meaeege to the formation of the Interim Government, congratulated Pandit 
Jawharial Nehru on hie aoceeea io the formation of his Cabinet and expressed 
legrst It Mr. Jinoah’s attitude of non-co-operation. 
tSUi. Hia Exeelleney the Vieeroy arrived in Oelcntta end visited some of the 
dislurbed arese of the city. Uia Exeelleney had long discueeione with the Per^ 
iMdere on the riot ciinet&m in Oeleutte. 
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Ifaiter Tm Siogh, the Alnli laadtr, wdeomiog fthe oew Interim Gterero- 
m<ot, i«id hn traited thtl tbii Qomamant. eooaitliag of rapreaentetifea of fome 
of IM Urgett poUticnl parttea in iha ooantry, marked the definite ending of a 
bnreeneratio regime. He farther ezpreaaed the hope '*that the new Qorernmeot 
will ehow eta eemanahip and firm holding over the many intricate and diffienlt 
probleme confronting the country.*' 

Fottowing the annonnoement of the formation of the Interim Qovernment and the 
Vioeroy'e broadcast, Mr. M, A. Jinnah released the correspondence that passed 
between him and the Viceroy between July 3^ and Aug. H. 

A meeting of Indian and British sympathisers at tiwarsj House, London, dem- 
anded the resignation of the Bengal Gorernor, Sir Frederick Barrows, and the 
Muslim League Ministry of Beugai for their responsibility in the Oalcntta riots. 
The meeting further passed a resolution demanding an open public enquiry into 
the eanses of the riots. 

Dr. B. K. Ambedkar, in an interview, said, **The Interim Govern men t formed by 
the Viceroy is not entitled to claim either obedience or respect from the scheduled 
Castes, in view of the attitude taken up by the Congress with regard to the repre- 
sentation of the Scheduled Glasses in the Executive Council." 

In his **ffarijan** under the caption **what can violence do". Mahatma Gandhi 
condemned the recent riots in Calcutta and criticised the league leaders for prea- 
ching violence as a means of attaining their cherished goal. 

Mian Abdul Asia, a prominent member of tbe Muslim League and a retired 
Financial Oommisioner in tbe Punjab, urged that the Muslim League should enter 
the Interim Government, at any rate, to give it a trial. 

2eUi. The Government of Bengal issued a proclamation, to remain in force for two 
months, under section lb of the Public Act declaring the town and suburbs of 
Calcutta and the municipality of Howrah to be in a disturbed and dangerous state. 

The police made extensive searches in different parts in Calcutta. Baa characters 
were rounded up and looted articles worth lakhs of rupees recovered in coarse of 
the search. 

Commenting on the Viceroy’s broadcast on tbe formation of the Interim Govern- 
ment Mr, Jinnah said, "The Viceroy’s broadcast has struck a seve.*e blow to the 
Muslim League and Muslim India, but I am sure that Mussalmans of India will 
bear this up with fortitude and courage and learn lessons from our failure to 
secure our Just and honourable position in the Interim Government and the Consti- 
tuent Assembly." 

A tribute to the greatness of Mr. G« Bajagopalachari as leader and man was 
paid by Mr. K. K. Baranth, Minister for Kevenue, at a meeting of tbe Lakshmi- 
puram young Men's Association at Madras. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, coudeuining the recent happenings in Calcutta, said : 
**This new development of violence has ceased to be communal or political. It 
has become a challenge to every decent instinct of humanity and it should be 
treated as such." 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, in a telegram to Begun Rehman, sister of Sir Shafaat Ahmed 
Khan, condemned the brutal and outrageous attack on B|r Sbafaat. 

a7th. Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawharlal Nehru met the Viceroy. Tbe talks, 
which lasted an hour, was devoted largely to a review of the riot situation in 
Calcutta. 

An All Party Ministry in Bengal as a first step for permanent solution of the 
Province's political-communal problem was suggested by Mr. Herat Chandra Bose, 
Member-designate of the interim Government. 

The Acting U. H. Heoretary of State, Mr. Dean Acheson, welcoming the forma- 
tion of tbe new Indian Government described tbe failure of the Muslim League to 
take part in the Interim Government as "regrettable", but expressed the hope that it 
would eventually do so. 

Prof. Harold Laski, Member of the National Executive Committee of the Labour 
Party In London, sent a message of good will to the people of India on the for- 
madon of the new Indian Government. 

Mr, Llaquat All Khan of the Mnslim League sent a circular letter to all the mem- 
bers of the Party in the Central L^islature to the effeet that in view of the proposed 
objeetionabie eompoaition of the Viceroy 'e Executive Council, no member of the Party 
ahould attend meetings of any Committeea, iuciuding the atanding oommitteea of 
varioui Government departments and eHeot oommitteea on bills or any eonferenoe 
ate, oonvansd by the Governmant of India, 
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A new Committee of Action for the enett<n({ ^eer wm nominnted by Mr. M. A. 
Jiniinh. The follovioK were the roemben of the Committee Mr. liaqnet All 
Khnn, Mr. Mohd. Itmeil Khen, Khweje Neetmuddin, Herder Abdar lUb Miehlert 
Mr. Abdol Metio Ohowdhary, He}i Abdal Setter Heii leheq Betl» end Mien 
Mnmtez D nletene. 


2Slh. The CongreM Workiag Committee, In Ite eeeeioo to-daj, ditoueeed the q^neetlone 
of policy to be followed by the Interim Oovernmenl end the probleme facing the 
the country. 

Sir Stafford Crippe eent e meeeage to Pandit Nehru oongretulating him on 
forming the Interim Oorernment end wiahing him good luck in hie dimoult teak. 

Diecueeing the Stetea* repreeeotation on the Oonatituent Aeeembly, Sir Broiendre 
Lai Mitter, Dewan of Berode. ezpreeaed the appreheniion that many Indian Stetee 
might not participate in the Oonatitation-making body of the firitiah Indian 
Negotiating Committee demanded that all the Stetea' repreeeototivtie ahonld be 
elected and suggeated that there ahould be 50 p. c elected end 50 p. c nominated 
repreeentetion of Statee. 

. Mr. Frank Anthony, Preaident of the All-Indian Aseooiation, criticiaed the Brllleh 
Qorernment for the grave injuatioe done to the Anglo-Indian community with 
regard to the formation of the Interim Government. 

The ‘'London Times” to-day made an appeal to Mr. Jinnah and the Mualim 
League to reconaider their policy and join the Interim Government in collabora- 
tion with the Congreaa. 


29tb. Pandit Nehru, Sardar Patel, Dr. Rajendra Praaad and other leaden met 
Mahatma Gandhi at the Balmiki Colony and prepared the final draft of the 
Congreaa atatement on the Calcutta happeninga and on the communal altuatlon 
in the country in general. 

The acute food ahortage in India and how the authoritiea were confronted with the 
two problema— cut in ration and obtaining more auppltea for deficit arena and bow 
- the probleme bad gone from bad to worae were referred to by Mr. H. S. Holloway, 
preaiding over the annual general meeting of the Cochin Chamber of Commeroa. 

Addreeaing a meeting of atudenta at Madraa, Mr. Aruna Aaaf All paid a tribute 
to the atudenta* heroic part In the 1942 Aiiguat atruggle and warned them from 
being influenced and mieled by foreign ideologiata. 


SOlh. The Congreaa Working Committee concluded ita aaaaion to-day. The Committee 
which diacnaaed the diatribution of portfolios in the Interim Government, gave full 
authority to Pandit Nehru to allocate the portfolios in consultation with hie 
oolleaguea in the new Government and the Viceroy. 

Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy. Chief Minister of Bi;ngal declared that there would be a 
full Commission to enquire into the recent Calcutta riota and it would be compo- 
posed of persona of undoubted independence and judgment. 

An appeal to all Muslima in this country and particularly to iboae who were not 
with the Mualim league, via., '*Jamiat-Ulemaa, IChakaars, Ahrara, and Nationalist 
Muslims" — to unite and come under the banner of the Mualim League in the 
sacred interest of lelam was made by Mr. M. A. Jinnah, addressing the *Td'* 
gathering at Bombay. 

Dr. Pattabhi SiUramayya, a former member of the Congress Working 
Committee, urged that the question of linguistic provinces ahould be taken up 
as *'the first and foremost problem to be solved by the Conatituent Assembly" 
and suggested that in the preliminary sitting the Assembly ahould constitute a 
Bub-commiitee for considering this question and appoint a Boundary Commis- 
sion to report within two months upon the readjustment of boundarise to be 
effected before provincial constitutions were drafted. 

Mr. Jai Prakash Narain, the Congress Socialist leader, was nominated as a 
member of the Congress Working Committee in place of Mr. P. H. Patwardhan 
(Maharastra) 


3tat. The Congress Working Committee, in a resolution on the recent Calcutta riots, 
demanded a "thorough enquiry" by an "impartial tribunal which can command 
the confidence of the public" and expressed the opinion that "tbs Government 
of Bengal utterly failed in its duty to maintain peace end give protection of life 
end property to peeceful citizens." 

Mr. LisquetAli Khan, in a statement, asked the Muslima tbronghout the 
country to cbeerve "Bleck Day" by hoisting black flags on houses and plaeae of 
bniiness on September 2 *to remitter the Muslim netion’e silent contempt at the 
inetallation in office of the Bindn Cmigreee end ita enteWtaa.*’ 
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Bir N» GofMlMWftni Jjengu and Dr. K. B. BbrWaokftr both otrcMMi tho 
oaoetfitj of o loand mod indepondoDt foroign policy for lodio while epeetog at 
the loangoeril neetlng of t^ Madras braocb of the India Cooneil of World 
Afiairs at Bojapettab, Madras. 

A prorisional allooatlon of portfolios io the new Gorernment was agreed to at 
a meeting of nine Members designate of the Interim Gorernment 

Beren pre-reform poiitleal prisoners of Bengal were releaied from the Alipore 
Central Jail to-day. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Pandit Jawbarlal Nehru. In a statement, dwelt on the great task lying ab^of 
the Congress and called all Congressmen to rise to the occasion with a spirit of 
oo-operation and discipline and Uius lead India rapidly to the goal of freedom. 

In bis prayer speech, Mahatma Gandhi explained the Congress ami in ratering 
the Interim Gorernment and called upon the people to support the leaders in 
this great task. 

September 1946 

The portfolios of the new Interim Government were announced 
by the Viceroy. 

Communal disturbances broke out in Bombay. 

The Interim Government assumed office. 

At a meeting of the British Cabinet, Lord Pethic Lawrence reported 
to the Premier, Mr. Attlee on the disturbances in Calcutta and Bombay, 

Sir Patrick Spens. Chief Justice of India accepted an invitation to 
preside over the Calcutta Biots Enquiry Commission. 

The ban on Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose was lifted. 

Dr. Bajendra Prasad tendered his resignation from the Presidentship 
of the Bihar Provincial Congress Committee. 

Mr. S. Suhrawardy convoyed to the Viceroy the Muslim League’s 
viewpoint. 

Dr. John Mathai, Finance Member and Mr. C* H. Bhabba, Commerce 
Member assumed charge. 

The Central Pay Commission began its sitting in New Delhi. 

Mr. Jinnah expressed his desire to have fresh talks with the British 
Premier at London. 

The Governor of Sind prorogued the Sind Legislative Assembly, 

Sheikh Md. Abdulla, President of Kashmir National Conference was 
sentenced to 3 years' S. I. 

Mr. Jinnah declared at Bombay : 'India stands at the brink of ruinous 
^ivil war”. 

The Viceroy invited Mr. Jinnah to Delhi for talks. Mr. Jinnah 
accepted the Viceroy’s invitation. 

PL Nehru issued orders for the stoppage of air bombardment of 
tribesmen in Waziristan. 

The British Cabinet rejected Mr. Jinnah ’s proposal to have fresh talks 
in London. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah had several interviews with H. E. the Viceroy. 

The Congress Party's adjournment motion to censure Government was 
defeated in the Bengal Council. 

The Standing Committee of the A., L States* People’s Conference met 
under the presidentship of Pandit Jawbarlal Nehru. 

The appointment of Sir Terence Shone as the first British High 
Commissioner to India was officially announced. 

Sardar Baldev Singh assumed office as Defeuce Member. 

The Calcutta ''Disturbances'’ Commission of Enquiry Bill was passed. 

Oommimal disturbances broke out in Dacca. 
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Two **oo*ooiifidenoe*' motions against tho League Ministiy and the 
Chief Minister were lost in the Bengal Assembly. 

Mahatma Gandhi celebrated bis 78tb birth day. 

The Working Committee of the All India Hindu Mahasabha met at 
Oalontta. Dr. Shyma Prasad Mnkherjee presided. 

The All India Congress Committee met at Bamjas College^ Delhi under 
the chairmanship of Pt. Jawharlal Nehru. 

Pandit Nehru announced his resignation of the Congress Presidentship, 

Becrudesoence of disturbances occurred in Calcutta. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, Minister for External Afifairs and Common- 
wealth Belations, outlined the foreign policy of India. 

Mr. Kiran Sankar Boy urged drastic action by the Bengal Government 
to stop further riots in the Province. 

Pandit Nehru and Mahtma Gandhi interviewed the Viceroy. 

Dr. Bam Monohar Lohia was arrested at Colem (Goa). 

1st The portfolios of the new Interim Oort, wss announced by H. £. the Viceroy 
as follows External Affairs and Commonwealth Relations— Pandit Jawharlal 
Nehru ; Defence>~Hardar Ratdev Hineh ; Home includlnt; Information and Broad* 
osstiog— Bardar Vallahhbhst Patel ; Finance— Dr. John Mathai ; Oomrotiniostions 
(War Transport & RatlwsTa)— Mr. Asaf All ; Agriculture and Food— Dr. 

Ratendra Prasad; Labour — Mr. JaKpvan Ram; Health, Education and Arts— Sir 
Shsfsst Ahmed Khan ; legislature. Posit and Air — Hyed AU Zaheer ; Induatrles 
and Supplies — Mr. 0. Ksisgopslaehsri ; Works, Mines At Power— Mr. Barst 
Chandra Bose and Oommerce— Mr. C. H. Bhabha. 

Thirty seven persons were killed snd 170 iniured in eommunsl d'sturbiiioes 
which broke out in Bombsy to-dsy. The Government of Bombsy declared *'a stats 
of emergency'* In the Bombay city. Curfew snd Heo. 144 were also promulgated. 

Congratulatory massages from all over the world were received by Pandit 
Jawharlal Nehru, on the eve of assumption of office of the lutSrim Ooverument. 

'Jlie remaining twenty-two pre*reform political prisoners of Bengal were relassed 
from the Dacca Central Jail to-day. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, on the eve of taking office, said, am deeply grate- 
ful for all the greetings and good wishes I have received on the formation of the 
Interim Uovernmeut. 1 feel in no mood to congratulate mvself or others for we have 
yet to reach our goal snd the path Is difficult. So I fsrvently appeal for co- 
operation among my countrymen in facing the difficulties ahead. I regret deeply 
that the Muslim licsgue has chosen a different path, but I shall continue to 
hope for its co-operation as the door for it will always be open.** 

2ad. The new Interim Government assumed office to-day. Seven out of the 12 
members were sworn in at a ceremony which took place in the Viceroy’s House, 
bsrdsr Baldev Singh, Sir Shsfsst Ahmed Khsn, Mr. 0. Raisgopslsohsri, Dr. 
John Mathai and Mr. C. H. Bhabha were not present at the ceremony. Pandit 
Nehru took charge of their portfolios until their si rival at Delhi to take office. 

Rioting continued in Bombay. Police opened fire at aeveral placet* Oasualtias 
for the two daya were aizty killed and 240 injured. A 24-houri curfew waa 
impoaed on the alTcted areaa. 

Sardar Swaran Singh, m. l. a. (Punjab) was UDsnimoualy elected leader of the 
Psnthio Party in the Punjab Legislative Assembly in place of Harder Baldev 
Singh. 

An appeal to Indians to extend their helping band to the Interim Government to 
tackle the problems relating to the well-heing snd prosperity of the country's 
teemiog milUont was made by Sardar Baldev Singh, Defsooe Member in the 
Interim Government addressing a meeting at Simla, 

A resolution expressing fnll oonfidence in the Interim Govt snd sssoring full 
of>-operstion to It wss passed by the Punish Provincial Hsrijsn Oonferenoe held 
under the auspices of the All-India Harijan League. 

' ifd. The situation in Bombay showed no signs of improvement Stray aaeaulta, 
organised clash between rival groups, arson, etc. oontioosd thronghoal the day. 
The military were in action. Casualties for the day ware 88 killed and 185 injured. 

Mr. M. A. JiaBab, In a preM iatarvlew, stated that be could place no oonfidancs 
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Id OooRmi iftimDOM of cqiuil trottmoDt for Mntlimi, oholloDDed MahotoiD 
Otndhi’t DDtertfon tbst *^OoogrcM could oerer clly with Britsin minct the 
Maclimt*’ tod rdtented hlc oontcotion thwt Pckistwo wm the ooly solntion to 
lodie’i problem. Mr. Jinneh eleo nede the cherge thet the Viceroy, Mebetme 
GeodhI end the Coogreec **c#ooot be ebcolved of their mein reepooeibility io 
ereetiog the Celentte eitnfttioo.” 

The Medree LedeUtl?e Aceembly diaenMcd to-dey the Edocetion Minieter’e 
demend for e bndget great for Edncetton io the current year. 

4th. There were farther reorudeeoenoe of trouble in Bombey to-dey, eepeoielly in 
the northern pert of the city. Police opened 6re et sererel plecee. Twenty*taree 
ptreooi deed end 83 injured were the caeueltiea for the day. The Governor oi 
Bombey and the Home Minietera toured the affected ereea of the city. 

Lord Pethio Lawrence, Secretary of State for Indie, at a meeting of the Britiah 
Cabinet, reported to the Prime Miniater, Mr. Clement Attlee on the diaturbenoee 
in Celctttte end Bombey. 

'Jliere wea e formal meeting of the new Interim Govt, et the Vioeroy'a Houee. 

The egreemtnt between the Governmenta of India end Siam for e credit of 
Ra. 6 eroree waa afgned in New Delhi to-day. 

Ihe United Nationa Food A Agricultural Organ iaetion, et ita plenary aeaaion et 
Copenh^en, unanimoualy decided to aend e cable of greetinga to the new 
Indian Government ezpreaaing recognition of the formidable teak with which it 
wea faced. Sir J. P. Srivaatava thanked the Conference on behalf of the Indian 
delegation. 

6th. The aituetion in Calcutta waa diaturbed ea e reault of communal trouble 
.which broke out in the different pane of the city. Three peraona were killed end 
12 injured in the oourae of the day. 

The Chief Juaiice of India, Sir Patrick Spena, accepted the invitation to prenide 
over the Commiaaion which the Government of Bengal propoaed to aet to enquire 
into the rec'ent diaturbancea in Calcutta. 

The aituetion in Bombay waa comparatively quiet after four daya of continued 
diaturhance. The total caaualtiea aince the trouble aterted were 177 killed end 
546 injured. 

An adjournment motion moved by Mr. B. A. Dange (Oommuniat) to diaouaa 
the **unjuatifiable, indiacriminete and revengeful firing by the Police'* wea loat in 
the Bombay Legialative Aaaembly. 

The police opened fire on a riotoua mob of railway workera at Trichinopoly, 
reaultiug ip 3 peraona being killed and 9 injured. 

6th. Mr. G. M. Syed, leader of the opposition in the Sind Legialative Aaaembly in 
a letter to the Governor of Sind, requested His Kzcelleney to cell on the League 
Mlniatry to resign end * give an opportunity to the opposition to form a Ministry 
end ensure full working of the Constitutional machinery.” 

Mr. H. S. Stthrawardy met Mr. M. A. Jinnah and discuaaed with him 
problema relating to Bengal. 

The situation in Bombay waa easier except for casea of atabbing and atray 
aaaanlta which continued throughout the day. 

Calcutta waa quiet. 

llie Working Committee of the Beogai Provincial Muslim League criticised 
the reeolutioD of the Congress Working Committee on the Calcutta disturbances 
at being * baseleaa and unwarranted by facts” aud appealed to all Mnalima in 
parlioular to be calm and peaceful. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bote. Member in charge of Works, Mines and Power in the 
interim Govt presiding over the Mica Conference at Delhi, envisaged a co- 
ordinated policy to ensure couaervetion and utilisation to the fullest advantage 
the mineral wealth of the country. 

The ban on Mr. Subhae Chandra Boae was withdrawn by the Interim 
Government. 

Mr. T. Preknanm. the Madras Premier appealed to Babu Rajeodra Praaad. 
Food Member, Interim Govi., for urgent need of rice euppliee in view of the 
grave fo^ ettoation in the provinoa. 

9th. In hit 6rai broadoaatas Vfoe-Prealdent of the Interim Government Pandit 
Jawbiilnl Nehru explained Ihe free India*! role in world affaire and made an 
eamaat appeal to all people to put an end to thie fratricidal etrike and oo-operate 
with eaeh other in the diffieult timee abend. 
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_p»; tndand hto iMiKatUon fmn th« PiwMuitahip a Bihu 

PiOfinttM uongfSM CoBsuittso* 

Urn «M ft general inprofement In the riot eitufttioD In Boinbey, with only a 
few eftftM of ftMftoltft, The death roll for the Uet eeTen d^e mounted to 282: 

The Ifftdrae Legiftlftti?e Aeeemblj pamed the RyoU andTenenli Bill, which wan 
introdnoed by the RcTenne Minleter. 

Mahatma Oandhi. In hie prayer apeech, recalled the early dayi ol national 
eirnggle io which Hindn-Mnaiim unity plajed a predominant part and made an 
appeal to Mr. Jinnah to give up hie iaea of Tiolenoe and thua oriog the Hindua 
and Mnalima in friendly relatione with each other. 

8th. The Committee of the Action of the AIMndla Mualim League met at New 
Delhi and diacuaaed mattera relating to Bengal. 

Mr. M. A. ^nnah lifted the ban Impoaed upon Mr. A. K. Faalnl Huq nearly 
Bfe yeara ago. 

A plea for Indian unity waa made by the Labour member o( Parliament, 
Mr. W. G. Oofei while addreaaing a large Indian political gathering at 
Birmingham. 

Mr. H. 8. Bnhrawardy met H. £. the Viceroy and conveyed to him the Mualim 
Leagiie*a view point 

A deputation of Bengal taadera conaiating of Mr. 8. M. Qhoah, Dr. 8 . P. 
Mookherlee and Mr. N. R. Barker waited on Pandit Nehru to-day and appriaed 
him of the Oateiitta riot aituation. 

Mi. M. W. H. De Bilva, Ceylon Government*a Repreaentative in India, 
expreaaed the hope at New Delhi that friendly relationa would develop between 
India and Ceylon in the near future. 

Reviewing the food position in India. Pearl Buck, chairwoman of the India 
Famine Emergency Committee at New York, atreaaed the urgent need for 
greatly increased Hiippliea of foodgraina for India during the neit few weeks. 

The annual conference of the Sind Provincial Muslim League adopted a 
resolution suggesting a deputation of influential Leaguers to Russia to enlist the 
Soviet Government’s support to the League demands of Pakistan and to raise 
the issue before the United Nations. 

Bombay remained quiet, although a few clashes occurred in the northern part 
of the city. Police opened fire and also made *'lathi" charges. Four persona 
died and 33 were injured. 

9th. A fervent appeal to Pandit Nehni and hia colleaguea to take a bold leap 
forward and to co-operate with the Muslim League and with the Mualim 
nation in terms of equality and brotherliness before the chasm yawns too wide 
to be bridged, was made by Mr. H. H. Suhrawardy. in a statement. 

Dr. John Matthai. Finance Member and Mr. C. H. Bhabha. ('ommerce 
Member, in the new Central (Tovernment assumed charge to-day. 

Mr. 8. K. Chattene^*. Director-General of Food, declared that a total of 37.000 
tons of foodgrains has been allotted by the Government of India to Bengal for 
the month of September. 

The Central Pay Commiaaion began iu open Bitting in the secretariat, New 
Delhi and heard several repreaentattvea of serviire associations. 

Participation by India in the proposed International Trade Conference so that 
the can Uke her full share in working out plans for the expansion of world 
trade and emplovment was recommended to the Government of India by the 
Trade and Tariffs Sub-Committee of the Consultative Committee of Economists. 

Sir J P. Srivastava. head of the Indian delegation to tbe Food and Agricul- 
tural Conference at Copenhagen, dwelt on the food position in India and 
appealed to the members of the Organisation to help India as far as possible 
iu the matter of her food resources. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah in a press interview stated : ** Were the British Government 
to mvite me to London to start a new seriea of Conferences on an equal footing 
with other Indian negotiatorst I would accept If the British insist on doing 
nothing more than supporting the Interim Government with their bayonets, aU 
I can aay it that Mnalinis can endure it" 

Mass scale Muslim hooliganism rendering thoussnds of people homeless and 
tetitnta wen reported from Tippenmh and the neighbouring districts of 
Bengal* 

Bomb^wss quiet 

The af^ntment by GovernmeDt of an impartial and independent commission 
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to enquire into the nlle^ntione vude egainit the Bombay police during the 
gmmt diiturbanoea in Bombay waa urged by Mr. liaqat Ali Khan at New 


loth. With the resignation of the Deputy Speaker, the Sind LegislatWe Aaeembly 
was prorogued by His Excellency the Governor of Sind. 

The inanediate intervention of the Secretary of SUte for India and the Viceroy 
iu Bind’s political situation wi>s sought by Mr. Q. M. Byed, leader of the 
Codition party, in an urgent communication to them. 

Shiekh Mohd. Abdulla. President of the Kashmir National Conference, was 
sentenoed to three years* simple imprisonment by the Sessions Judge of Kashmir. 

lx>rd Pethic Lawrence, Secretary of State for india, stated in London that 
although the rdations oetween Britain and India were changing, they were not 
changbg for the worse. 

Addressing the Bombay Botary Club, Sir Horn! Mody, President of the India 
Council of World Affairs, dwflt on the foreign policy ox free India and expressed 
the hope that the Interim Government would recognise the early necessity of 
setting up a Diplomatic Service in India. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah declared at Bombay that India stands at the brink of a 
ruinous civil war involving her four hundred million Hindus. Muslims and 
small minorities which only prompt, sincere and skilled diplomatic negotiations 
could avert. 

Dr. Shyama Prastd Mookheijee met H. £. the Viceroy and discussed the riot 
situation in Eastern Bengal. 

11th. His Excellency the Viceroy invited Mr. Jinnah, the Muslim League President 
to New Delhi for talks with him. 

Four more members of the Interim Government, Mr C. Rajagopalachari, Dr. 
John Matthai, Mr. C. H. Bhabba, and Sir Bhaffat Ahmed Khan were sworn in 
to-day. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, in a press interview, emphasised that he had not refused 
to enter ^e Interim Government and stated that *<what is required to meet 
the situation is a definite and categorical statement regarding the points in 
dispute.” 

The Bengal Conneas Assembly Party met to-day and decided to move a 
motion of ^*no confidence” against the Bengal Ministry. 

Mr. H. H. Buhrawardy, in an interview on the political situation of the 
country, stressed the need for a sincere desire of co-operation between the Con- 
gress and the Muslim League for a peaceful settlement of the communal 
problem. 

The Committee of Action of the Muslim League decided to depute the Khan 
of Mamdot to meet Mr. Jinnah to discuss matters relating to their Direct 
Action programme. 

ilik. Mr. M. A. Jinnah accepted the Viceroy’s invitation to go to Delhi for further 
discussions. 

The Governor of Bind dissolved the Si'^d Legislative Assembly. 

Two **no-confidence” motions, one against the entire Ministry and the other 
against the Chief Minister individually, labled by the Congress Party, were 
admitted in the Beiigal Legislative Assembly to-day. The debate on the motions 
was fixed to be held on Hept. l9 and 20. 

The adjournment motion by the Congress Party to censure the Bengal Gov- 
ernment tor its failure to maintain law and order in the city from August 16 
lor full four days was admitted in the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Invitation (o o2 countries to the Inter Asian Relations Conference to be held in 
Delhi itom February 15 to March 3l, X947 were issued by Pandit Jawharlal 
Nehru. 

Dr. Bajendra Prosad. Food Member, addressing the ofiicials of the Central 
Food D^artment, dwelt on the policy to be adopted for solving the food 
crisis and urged that the time had come when infiation in prices of agricultural 
pioduots should be checked. 

^r Bhafiht Ahmed Khan, Health and Education Member, at a meeting of 
the Central Education Department, observed that universal compulsoryn^sic 
education according to the Bargent Plan should be taken in hand and the 
foundation of a national system of education must be firmly laid without 
delay. 

llth. The Orissa AMembly passed a non-offioial resolution recommending to the 
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OomDment to take immediate Btepafor bringing into foim the Prokibitioii Ae% 
oi l9B7, 80 aa to intcoduco rtohibiiion in ibe entire prOYince. 

The normalcy in the situation in Calcutta naa diaiurbcd arben caaea of 
atabbing and stray aasanlt occurred in tbc noithern part ot the city. 

Fendit Jawharlai ^ehru, Member, External Adairs Interim Goaenunent, 
isaaed orders for the stoppage oi air and artillery bombardment of iribeamen in 
bouth Waxiristam W. F. F.) 

In a circular letter to all Provincial Congress Committees. Dr. Keskar and 
Mrs. Mridula barabhai, Oeneral becreUries of the Indian Naticnal Congress laid 
down certain suggestions for the celebration of Gandhi Jay anti Week. 

The Calcutu Disturbances Commissiou of Enquiry Bill which proposed to 
vest the commission appointed by the Bengal Government to enquire into the 
recent riou in the city with powers of a Civil Court was introduced in the 
Bengttl Legislative Council by the h insnee Minister. 

Tue attitude of the bociaiist Party towards the new Central Qovemment and 
the reasons lor his acceptance ot membership of the Congress Working Com- 
mittee was explained by Mr. Jai i'rakash ^iarain, the socialist leader. 

The British Cabinet rejected Mr. Jiunah's suggestion that the Prime Minis- 
ter should initiate a series of conferences with him in Loudon. 

14th. The view tbat only a Congress-League Coalition in bind will enaora 
a stable Ministry was expressed by the i rimier, Ghulam Dussaiu Uidayatuiiah 
and Mr. M. A. Khurro. 

The personnel ot the Indian States Negotiating Committee, envisaged in the 
Cabinet Delegation's proposals ol May lb, Were announced. 

The **Atiw yor/i Ttmem* in au editorial declared that the installation of the 
first all Indian Government was ^a milestone on the rusd to freedom,*' but that 
the dark clouds under which 1 audit Nehru's Council assembled remain as dark 
as ever." it added, * Pakisun in not a workable plan but a dream of politioal 
iu-expcrieuce. It it was established, India will fall apart.'* 

Tne Working Committee ot the All-India Forward Block met at Delhi for 
the first time since the Government removed the ban. Bardar Bardul Blngh 
Cavesheer presided. 

Bit b. itadhakrishnan, Vice-Chancellor of the Benares Hindu University, un- 
veiling a full-size bronze statue of Mahatma Gandhi at Karachi, said : 'The 
role mat Mahatma Gandhi has played in the present epoch, making the resur- 
rection ot the Indian nation and lU transition from a state ot serfdom to one 
of trecdom will be remembered in the pages of history by later generations of In- 
dians wim pride and reverence." 

Pandit Jawharlai Nehru, bardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Dr. liajendra Prasad 
and Mr. C. Itajagopalachari called on Mahatma Gandhi and had busy talks 
with him. 

The case against Mr. Mooilal Doshi, a former officer of the Azad Hind Qovern- 
ment was witnurawn by the Burma Government. 

bix persons were killed and J7 injured as a result of stabbings and firing by 
unknown persons in Bombay. 

Communal trouble resulting in police firing was reported from Daooa. 

15th. Mr. M. A. Jinnah arrived in New Delhi from Bombay. 

A resolution demanding of the Interim Government the total withdrawal of 
British and foreign troops from India was passed by the Working Committee 
of the Ail India Forward Bloc. 

Communal trouble flared up in Ahmedabad, when 2 pezions were killed and 
3 injured. 

Bombay was quiet except for a few cases of atray assault 

Disturbances on a minor scale continued in Dacca. 

A resolution protesting against the non-recognition of the right of the Bhiaa 
to separate representation in the Constituent Assembly was passed at a meeting 
oL the All Pardes bhia Conferenee. 

16th. Mr. M. A. Jinnah met H. £. The Viceroy. The interview lasted 75 minutes. 

Bir Frederick Bourne, the new Governor of the 0. P. assumed office to-day. 

Coi. Niraujan Bingh Gill, at a press Conference, repeated the bikh Commu- 
nity's pledge of unqualified support to the Congress in its struggle lor freedom 
and reiterated hia strong opposition to PakisUn or bikhiaUn. 

The police raided the headquarters of the Bengal provincial Branch of thq 
Qommxumi Party of India at Calcutta. 
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Mr. Hutseinblioy lMke$ Pretident of the All Pertiee 6hie Gonlercnoe^ deimed 
better repretenUtfon of the 6hie MiiiUme in the Legieletoree end the Oentiel 
Government, 

The ediudicetion of the dispute between the Beilwey Board and the All- 
India Bailwaymen'e Federation commenced at fombay 

Fandit Jawharlal Nehru, Vice-Jhreeident of the Interim Government in a 
letter to Mr. V. V. Girii Labour Minister of Madras stressed the need for 
uniform labour legislation throughout India and the desirability of holding an All- 
India Conference of all Provincial Labour Ministers to achieve this end. 

The Working Committee of the All-India Forward Bloc asserted that Mr. 
8ubhas Chandra Bose was alive and would re-appear at the opportune time. 

17th. The Congress Party's adjournment motion to censure Government on its 
failure to maintain law and order during the Calcutta riots was defeated in the 
Bengal Council by 29 to 17 votes. 

Mr. CL Kajagopalachari, Minister for Industries and Supplies, presiding over a 
meeting of tiie Council of Scientific and industrial Kesearch at New Delhi, 
explained the policy to be adopted for the industrialisation of India in the near 
future. 

The situation in Dacca deteriorated as a result of further recrudescence of 
trouble. 

The police opened fire on rioters in Bombay. 

ISth. The Standing Committee of the All-India States' People's Conference, under 
the presidentship of Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, reiterated its demands for repre- 
sentation of States' people on the states Negotiating Committee and for consti- 
tutional reforms in the States in line with the rest of India. 

The appointment of Mr. Terence Shone, c. ii. o. as the first British High 
Commissioner to India was otticially announced. 

Pt. JawharUl Nehru, in a directive lo all Congressmen in connection with 
the **Gandhi Jayanti", said, **we must repudiate ourselves anew to the great 
cause of India's freedom and human emancipation, for which the Mahatma has 
stood, by earnest efibrt in furthering the constructive activities which he has so 
much at heart." 

Dr. Sir Jdassaii Suhrawardy, m. l. a. (Central) died at Calcutta. 

Sardar Swarau Singh, the newly elected leader of the Panthic Party in the 
Punjab Assembly, was sworn in as Minister of the Punjab Coalition Cabinet. 

Chowdhury Akbar Khan, Muslim President of the London Indian Workers' 
Association, in a statement denounced the Muslim League as hypocrites and the 
Hindu Caste system as causing immense harm to India. 

Stabbiiigs, stray assaults, arson etc. continued unabated in Dacca. 

leth. The debate on the two '*no confidence" motions, one against the entire 
Ministry and the other against the Chief Minister himself, commenced in the 
Bengal Assembly. 

tiardar Baldev Singh assumed charge of office as the first Indian Defence 
Member. 

The Bengal Legislative Council considered the Calcutta Disturbances Commis- 
sion of Enquiry Bill (1946). 

baking at the open meeting of the Trade Policy Committee, Mr. C. H. 
Bhabha, Commerce Member, dwelt on the Interim Government's four point 
programme with regard to the future trade policy of India. 

Tlie Executive Committee of the Congress Socialist Party met at Delhi, under 
the presidentship of Dr. Kammanohar Lohia. 

20tli. The Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill 1946 was passed in 
the Bengal L^islative Council. 

The '*no-confidence" motion moved in the Bengal Assembly against the 
League Ministry was lost by I3l to 87 votes. The other motion against the 
OhiS Minister was also defeated by l30 to 85 votes. The European group and 
the Communist members remained neutral. 

Ihe first full meeting of India's new Cabinet with all the 12 members and 
the Viceroy was held at New Delhi. 

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, in an press interview, called for **an immediate 
radical change in the frontier policy of the Government of India" involving 
some four and a hall million tribesmen of the N. W. F. P. 

Mr. Achyut Patwardhan was elected General Becretary of the Congrcaa 8oeia- 
Ust Party m place of Mr, Jai Prakash Narayan. 
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G«Ddhi in an intenriew at Delhi reiterated hie belief that the nlii* 
loaophy of non-violence was essential for oommuual harmony. 

21st The Congress Working Committee, at lU meeting considered a tluee*point 
agenda for tae A. 1. O. C. session on sSeptember ratiticaiiou of the Worldng 
Committee's decision to form an Interim Government, Presidentship of the 
Congress and coutinuatiou ot the members of tne Interim Uosernment as 
members of the Working Committee. 

Jdr« Jinnah received a letter from the Military {Secretary to the Viceroy which 
contained an invitation to meet Mr. Wavell. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru sent a personal message to the Acting Secretary of 
State in Washington appealing to mm to expedite food shipments in view of 
the grave food situation in India. 

The Muslim League Committee of Action adopted a resolution directing the 
Provincial Muslim Leagues in Congress-governed provinces to set up iielief 
Committees in the provinces for proviUiiig relief and assistance to the 
Mossalmans. 

The situation in Dacca deteriorated. Mob attacks, loot, arson, stabings etc. 
continued unabated. Curfew was imposed ou the atfected localities. 

22iid. Mahatma Gandhi celebrated his 7bth birthday. Greetings from all parts of 
India were conveyed to him. 

The Working committee of the All-India Hindu Mahasabha at its meeting 
at Calcutta, with Dr. ^hyama i’rasad Mookberjee presiding, adopted a resolution 
congratulating the Britisu Cabinet on its i%isdom in iiistailiug tnu new Central 
Government. 

The strike of the workers on the B. 1. Railway was called off. 

Communal trouble tlared up in Calcutta as a result of a serious armed mob 
attack on a house in the northern part of the city. 

The need to re-establish the ilauuing and Development Department by the 
Government of India **uuder a personality of high standing in the industrial 
sphere to plan the industrial life ot the country and tackle problems conuecteu 
with it" was stressed by Dr. L. C. Jariwala addressing the Central Committee 
of the AU-ludia aiauutacturcrs' Organisation at Bombay. 

lird. The All-India Congress Committee met at Ramjas College Hall, Delhi with PL 
Jawharlal Nehru in the Chair. The Committee discussed and passed the draft 
resolution prepared by the V\ orkiug Committee ratiiymg its du’cctioo to the 
Congress President to form the Interim Government. Dalor, Pandit Nehru 
announced his resignation of the Congress iTesidcuiship. 

Dr. Kajendra Prasad, hood Member, in a broadcast,, daelt on the grave food 
situation in India and explained the efforts needed w meet the crisis. He eaid, 
"There were three ways ot facing this calamity, First, to increase production 
of crops ; second, to secure assistance from anroad ; and third to distribute the 
incidence of shortage evenly and equitably." 

As a XlBuU of large scale stabbiugs and assaults which broke out again in 
Calcutta, 9 persons were killed and 64 injured. Police opened fire at eeveral 
places. 

Mr. Morarji Desai, Home Minister of Bombay, charged the Muslim League 
as wholly responsible for the riots in Bombay as a result of the poisonoua 
propaganda carried by them in favour of Pakistan and against the solution of 
the Indian problen. 

f4lh. The A. I. C. C. session concluded after passing by a large majority 
Pandit Gobinda Vallabh i'anC's resolution permitting members of the interim 
Government to be members of the Congress Working Committee, 'i'ho motion 
was opposed by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and the socialist members* 
The resolution was passed by l3j votes to 60. 

bir Samuel Ruuganadhati, Indian delegate to the Peace Conference at PariSf 
urged that India, being one of those countries which took substantial part in 
liberating the colonies, should take part in discussions on equal looting with 
the Council of Foreign Ministers. 

An informal meeting of members of the A. L 0. 0., the ConsUtnent 
Assembly, and others from Indian States, who were interested in the distribution 
of provinces on linguistic and cultural basis was held with Dr. Pnttabhi 
SItsminayya as chairman. 

Tks working Committse of the Jamiat-ul-ulema at ita meeting ationi^y 
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condemned the leoent rioto in Cnicnttn, Bombay, Ahmebabad and other parts 
of Xudia. 

btray assaults, organised mob attacks etc. although on minor scale, continued 
in Calcutta. Casualties lor the day were i dead and 14 injured. 

The situation iu Jjacca was tense as a result oi large scale attacks, looting, 
arson etc. by ''hooligans.** 

tSU. The Congress Working Committee accepted Pandit Nehru's resignation from 
the Presidentship ot the Congress aud requested him to continue his duues till 
the election o£ the new President. The committee further passed a resolution 
asking Provincial Governors to send proposals ior relorm ot the land system 
which should begin with the abolition ot Uie Zamindaries. 

Mr. Juinah had an interview with the Viceroy for about 2 hours. 

The need lor organising congress Volunteer corps on sound lines in the various 
provinces was empnasised by Pandit Jawharial jNeiiru at jNew JCeihi. 

A deputation of the ncheduled Caste b ederation, Celhi Province, met Mr. 
Jinnah and placed before him the Pederation's point of view regarding the 
political situation. 

Disturbances continued at Dacca. Police opened hre at several places. 

Caicutia was comparatively quiet. 

S6th. in his first Press Conference as Minister of External Affairs and Common- 
wealth Keiations, Pandit Jawharial JNchru, Vice-i resident of tiie interim 
Government, outlined the foreign poiicy of india, Indian foreign relations, plans 
for the creation of an indian P'oreigu bervice to man diplomatic, consular and 
commercial posts iu foreign couuiiies as well as m the iiriiish i!.mpire, the 
problem of the tribal areas of the N. W. h\ P. and reforms in Baluchistan were 
some of the vital points dwelt with by Pandit JNehru in his speech. 

Pandit Jawharial Nehru and Mahatma Uaudhi had special interviews with the 
Viceroy. 

bir bhaafat Ahmed Khan, Health Minister declared at Delhi that democrati- 
satiou of the public health service m India and co-ordination of both preventive 
and curative aspects was the policy of the interim Government. 

A suggestion that the **basis of the rupee value should be gold direct and not 
gold through sterling or dollar" was made by idir L/hunilal B. jiehta, giving him 
views on me hxiug of the par value of the i ndian rupee. 

A motion recommending the abolition of samiuaaris in the province was 
discussed iu the C. P. iiegislaiive Assembly. 

beveu persons died and ib others were injured as a result of further recru- 
desoeuce of stray assaults iu Calcutta. The Bengal i'remier, .ur. H. b. 
buhrawardy made a fervent appeal to the Hindus and Muslims to stop this 
fratricidal war aud restore peace aud goouwiii in tne city. 

The situation in Dacca was unchanged. 

27tk. Pandit Jawharial Nehru had another meeting with the Viceroy. Liater Pandit 
Jawharial Nehru, Mauiaua ^izad, bardar Patel met Mahatma uaudhi and dis- 
cussed with him the possibility of me Deuguc’s participation m me Central 
Government. 

iu me Bombay Assembly, Mr. B. G. Kher, the Premier, made a brief survey 
of the riots in Bombay aud appealed to the public for mutual co-operation iu 
restoring peace aud goodwill. 

Gu me eve of tne formation of the Burmese Interim Government, Pandit 
Nehru sent the following message to the people of Burma : expect mis 

will rapiuly lead to the freedom and independence of Burma aud also to control 
relations between our two countries." 

in a message to the people of india, I'andit Jawharial Nehru referred to the 
terrible tragedy in Calcutta as a result of mu reccut riots and urged tue 
immediate need for relief and rehabiliution of me victims. 

btabbings and assaulis continued uuabated iu Calcutta. Eight persons died 
and 20 omera were injured. 

estk. Drastic action by the Government to stop the acts of lawlessness which were tak- 
ing place in Calcutta and omer jdaces in East Bengal was urged by Mr. Kirau 
bhaukar hoy, header of me Upposition, in a blunt and unequivocal biatement 
in me Bengal Legislative Assembly Oeiure me conclusion of me Budget sessiou. 

Mr. Jiunah had a third interview wim me Viceroy. 

The * Afancksshrr (/itardian" to-day warned that if Britain wants India*! friend- * 
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tUp. it will hftTe to be earned. “We shall have to work hard to win it Mid 
ID induce her to forget the past/' it declared. 

Stray aeaaultSi although on reduced acale> continued in Calcutta. 


29th. The Government of Bengal promulcated an order under the D. I. Rulea 
banning the publication, printing, and aistributing of newe relating to commu- 
nal riots in Bengal, ‘’which la likely to provoke one section of the people against 
another.*' 


Mr. V. K. Krishna Mcnon, secretary of the India League, London, in his 
interview with the Soviet Foreign Minister M. Molotov at Paris, discussed the 
^sibility of food shipments from Russia and future establishment of full 
diploinatic relations between the two countries. 

The Maharaja of Kolhapur died at Bombay 

Dr Rammanohar Lohia the socialist Leader, was arrested at Golem in 
connection with the civil liberties movement in Goa. 

In his Mahatma Gandhi condemned the modern play of power 

politics in the world especially in Great Britain and America. 

Representatives of various Calcutta newspa^KTs at a meeting decided to 
suspend publication of pa})erB from October, as a protest against the 
Government's restriction on publication of riot nows of Bengal. 

Except for a few incidents, Calcutta was quiet 

The Nawab of Bhopal, (Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes, had separate 
interviews with Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. M. A. .Tiniiab. 


30th Addressing the Mysore Representative Assembly, Sir Ramaswami 
Mudaliar. thn Dewan, n'viewed the industrial and economic needs of the Stale 
and the steps taken to meet the food shortage. 

Sir Frederick Tyrant's, Dirt'ctor General of I'ivil Aviation, Government of 
India, addressing the members of the S. 1. Chamber of (Jommerce, expressed 
the opinion that it was the intention of the Government of India to retain the 
ilindusthan Aircraft Fat'tory at B»iiigalore as a nucleus for the future aircraft 
manufacturing industry in this country. 

The Orissa Assembly, in a res dution, decided to shift the provincial capital 
to Bhubaneswar. 


October 1946 

**GaDdhi Jayanti'* was celebrated all over India. 

Total Prohibition was introduced in the Madras Province. 

India was debated at the Conference of Conservatives at Blackpool. 
Pandit Jawharlal Nehru met Mr. Jinnah at the residence of the 
Nawab of Bhopal. 

Dr. Pattabbi Bitaramayya, President, A. I States’ People's Confe- 
rence said that there was a 'Vide political awakening in the Indian States.” 

Sardar Baldev Singh, Defence Member urged "complete Indianisa* 
tion of the armed forces,” 

Dr Bammonohar Lohia was released. 

Pandit Nehru met the members of the Indian delegation to the N. 
General Assembly, 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Home Member addressed the Standing 
Committee of the All India Newspaper Editors' Conference. 

The Indian Delegation to the United Nations Conference left for New 

York. 

The Calcutta "Disturbances” Commission of Enquiry had its first 
sitting. 

Serious lawlessness and mob violence commenced in several districts 
of Noakhali and Tiperrah. 

The Muslim League decided to join the Intorim Government. 
"Complete freedom for India in two years'* was forecast by Prof* 
Harold Laski at New York, 
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PftQdit Jawbarlal Nehrn, aooompanied by Khan Abdnl Ghaffar Khan 
and Dr. Khan Sabeb began bis tour of the tribal areas in N. W. F. P. 

Aoharya Eripalani was officially annoanced as the Congress President. 

‘*Aaad Hind Oovemment*' Day was celebrated throughout India. 

Aoharya Kripalani began his aerial visit of the riot affected areas in 
Bast Bengal. 

There was a sudden flare-up of communal trouble in Calcutta. 

The Congress Working Committee discussed the riot situation in East 
Bengal and passed a number of resolutions. 

Mr. Jinnah condemned the disturbances in the country and appealed 
for soberance 

The portfolios allotted to the Muslim League members of the Interim 
Government were announced. 

Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan explained the Muslim League's intentions in 
entering the Interim Government. 

The Muslim League members of the Central Government were sworn in. 

Pt. Nehru was elected leader of the Congress Assembly Party. 

Communal riots broke out in Cbapra Town (Behar) 

The Autumn session of the Central Legislative Assembly commenced. 

Sir Shafaat Ahmed Khan urged a Congress-League Coalition Govern- 
ment at the Centre. 

Mahatma Gandhi arrived in Calcutta on a visit to the riot-affected 
areas of Bast Bengal. 

Situation in Calcutta deteriorated considerably. 

The Viceroy. Lord Wavell arrived in Calcutta. 


let. Mr. M. K Vellodi, Deputy High Commissioner of India» speaking on the 
cotton textile control in India at fiOndon, said that there was hardly any coun- 
try in the world that affordetl greater scope for activities of the black- marketed 
than India. He further explained the reasons for the cloth shortage in India. 

A meeting of Calcutta newspaper editors and proprietors adopted a resolu- 
tion requesting the Bengal Government to withdrsw their order controlling the 
publication of news on communal disturbances in the province, “so that the 
^ess Advisory Committee may act independently and in an unprejudiced 
manner." 

2ud. **Gandhi Jayanti" was celebrated all over India. Meetings were held in a 
number of places and tributes were paid to Gandhiji’s services to the country. 

Mr. Jinnim's meeting with the Viceroy lasted 50 minutes. Later, Mr. Jinnah 
had discussions with the L<^ague Council of Action. 

The Bombay l^egislative Assembly passed the Bill providing for the removal 
of social disabilities of Harijans with incorporation of amendments to widen its 
scope and making adequate provisions for penalties against defaulters. 

Total Prohibition in eight districts were introduced in the Madras province 
to-day. 

Mr. 0. Bajagopalachari. Minister for Industries and supplies, speaking at a 
reception given to him, stressed the ways and means of restoring peace in the 
country in order to solve the communal problem. 

Mahatma Gandhi in hi** prayer speech condemned the action of the Goan 
authorities in arresting Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia, the eocialist leader. 


tfd. Speaking at a Gandhi birthday luncheon in Birmi^ham, Dr. D. R. F^em. 
Chairman of the Birmingham India League, asked the Labour Government to 
begin the progress of transferring power to India by closing the India office. 

W C. E Mehta, in a press interview, favoured the immediate depreciation of 
the external par value of the rupee to the extent allowed* by the Bretton Woods 
Agreement, b^ause of the uncertainty over recovery of India's sterling balances. 

Sir B. L. Mitter* Dewan of Baroda, urged the Indian States' participitation 
in the Constituent Assembly even if some members from British Lidia chuae 
to be absent from it. 
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4ih. India was debated at the Cooierenoe of Gonsenratives hdd at BlaekpobI to- 
Mr. Doualee Reid» hsd been for sis years e member of the Madras 
Lepuature, described the Conservative official resolution on India as hasiog a 
taint of patvonage and superiority, which took away any effectiveness that it 
might have. He told the Conference that '‘the Conservative Party is to-day 
hated in India.** 

Thirty-sis persons were killed and 81 injured as a result of a serious railway 
accident at Ongole station, 183 miles from Madras City. 

ath. Pandit Jawharlal Nehru and Mr. M. A. Jinnah met each other at the resi- 
dence of the Nawab of Bhopal, and talked for over three hours about the poli- 
tical crisis. 

Mr. V. K. Krishna Menon, personal representative in EuTO|)e of Pandit 
Jawharlal Nehru, speaking at a Gandhi birthday celebration in London, said, 
^'Though we have a Government at New Delhi lea by Pt. Nehru and his colleagues, 
we are still far from Independence.*’ 

Mr. V. V. Giri, the Madras Labour Minister, expressed the hope that the 
Prohibition scheme introduced to the province, designed to bring economic 
prosperity to the people, would be a complete success it the public gave their 
earnest and sincere desire to it. 

A memorandum, demanding the establisliment of responsible government, 
restoration of civil and religious liberties, proportionate representation of Hindus 
in all Government departments and accession of Hyderabad to the proposed 
I'idian Union was submitted by a deputation of the All- Indian States Hindu 
Mahasbha to Sir Mir/.a Ismail, Presiaent of the Nizam's Executive Council. 

6th. Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, in a statement, warned the Indian ]K!Ople against 
certain speeches delivered at the British Conservative Party's Conference which 
indicated a huatile attitude on the part of some leading members of the Party 
towards the Interim Government of India. He added that the* speeches made 
were irresponsible, full of malice and calculated to stir up strife and prevent 
unity and settled Government in India. 

The new textile policy sponsored bjr the Madras Premier, Mr. G. Prakasam, 
preventing the expansion of textile mills in the Province was considered **pre- 
mature" by the Working Committee of the Tamil Nad Congress Committee. 

Mr. Dwarkanath Kachru, Gfmnral Hecretary of the All-India States* People's 
Conference, met Mahatma Gandhi and discussed with him conditions in Kash- 
mir State. 

Addressing a gathering of tribesmen. Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan, the Frontier 
Congress L^der, strongly criticised the Muslim Lei^iie propaf^anda carried 
out in collaboration with the British who, in his opinion, were misleading the 
Muslims in the name of Islam. 

Dr Pattabhi Sitarmmayya, President of the All- India States' People's Con- 
ference, giving his impressions on his recent tour to some of too Indian 
States, said that there was a wide political awakening among the people there. 

Ptesiding over the ninth anniversary of the Laiwhmiparam Young Men's 
Association at Royapettah, Madras, Sir 8 V Ramamurthi dwelt on Inaia's new 
status in the future world and called upon the youth community to look to the 
future of India with a determination to make it a glorious one. 

7th. The second Nehru— Jinnah meeting commenced at the residence of the 
Nawab of Bhopal. The talks lasted 90 minutes. 

Mr. B. R. Sen. .Additional Secretary, Food Control Department, addressing a 
gathering of Provincial and State Representatives, urged the need for improve- 
ment of storage facilities of food grains in India. 

The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League held a two-hour 
session under the presidentship of Mr. Jinnah 

Sir Rm. Alagappa Chettiar, President of the S. I. Chamber of Commerce, 
strongly protests against the policy of the Madras Government not to 
eneoun^ further expansion of the mill industry in the Province and appealed 
to the Premier to withdraw the recent statement made by him on this subiect* 
as such a policy would sptll disaster to the industrial development io the 
Province. 

Reviewing India's contribution to the Empire Dollar Pool, the Government 
of India issued a Press Note explaining their import policy from and ontslde 
the sterling area. 

RtfutiiiE ioggestion made by BIr* Butler at the recent Oonieryalixei* 

5 
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Oonfaranoe tt Rlftckpool thftt the Aaf^Iadtea eonmunto were keepiaf then- 
•elTM eloo! from other fecttone cl tibe IndUm pec^i^ Mr. Freak imtlumyt 
Presideat of the Anjito ln«iieB AMoeieltoo» rdeMM the foil teat of the letter 
eddreteed by him to Mr. Botler. 

Mr. Jegtiren Rem, Leboor Member* ee pr e ee e d the Tiew at Allehebed that the 
prereiling labour unrest in the country was inevitable in view of the ezlsdim 
Inflation and high prices of food-sti^s and that measures for dealing witib this 
contingency were receiving the careful attention of the Government. 

Malimtma Gandhi in his post prayer speech referred to the recent negoUationa 
between Pandit Nehru and Mr. Jinnah and expressed the hope that the Muslim 
League would jotn the Interim Government. 

Babu Bampurnanand, Education Minister, U. P. suggested the application of 
economic pressure against Portuguese India as a retaliatory measure against 
the allege > ill-treatment of Indian nationals in Goa. 

8th. Pandit Jawharlal Nehru. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patd, Maulana Abnl Kalam 
Asad and Mr. O. Rajagopalachari met Mahatma Gandhi and held prolonged 
discussion with him. 

Dr. William 0. Johnstone, Chief Public Officer for India of TJ. 8. State 
Department's Office of International Information and Cnltural Affairs, who 
arrived in Bombay to-day, said in an interview tiiat he was happy to be in 
India at a *<orucial stage of cultural relations between the United dtates and 
India." 

Sir Henry Twynham. former Governor of the C. P., declared at Liverpool that 
he was not opdmistic about an early settlement of the Indian problem. ^'The 
aims of Muslims and Hindus arc so divergent that any possibility of agreement 
is removed," he said. 

Addressing a meeting of the Madras branch of the India Council of World 
Affairs, Dr. A. A; >t>adorai, Secretary of the Council, spoke about the important 
tasks ahead of th j Constituent Assembly and stressed the need lor the Assembly 
to define exactly the subjecis wliich the Union Government should administer 
in framing the future constitution of India. 

An appeal to the public, inviting the fullest co-operation of all voluntary workers, 
monied persons, and the Press to make the forthcoming session of the Indian 
National Congress an unpreceiieiaed success was made oy several Coomress lea- 
ders, includiug Pandit Nehru, Paudit Govinda Vallabh Pant, Acharya £[ri|Mlani, 
Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai and other members of the U. P. Congress Committee. 

A meeting of (he All India Spinners* Association was held at Hargan colony, 
Delhi. Mahatma Gandhi, who was present, laid great stress on greater production 
of khadi to meet the requirements of the country in the days of acute cloth 
shortage. 

Oth. In a broadcast to India's armed forces. Sardar Baldev Singh, Defence 
Member. Interim Government, said, ^^Complete Indianisation of the armed 
forces will now be speeded ac an accelerated pace compatible with efficiency 
and our only concern will bo to maintain and better the excellence of the 
standard you yourselves hive built up.” The Defence Member also expressed 
the hope that the British officers in the army would offer their help and 
oo-operatlou in this great task- 

Sir Samuel Runganadhan. the Indian delegate, addressing the plenary sessioo 
of the Peace Conference at Paris, said that the first task was to free the world 
from aggression and threat of aggression. Secondly, it had to make a positive 
contribution to the establishment of lasting peace. ‘'We must remove the causes 
that lead to war, w'hether political or economic," he said. 

A reshuffle in the present Madras Congress Ministrv in view of ^‘opposite 
camps" in the Oungress liOgislative Party was suggested by Mr. A. Kaleswara 
Rao in a press interview. 

Sir N. Gopalaswarai Ayongar, speaking at a public meeting at Madras, urged 
the Premier, Mr. Prakasam to retrace the step he has taken to prevent the 
expaus'on of textile mill industry in the province, 

Mr. Dharma Vira, Textile Commissioner for India, expressed the view that it 
was the systematic policy of the Government of India to gradually remove war- 
time controls an<l that every effort was being made for increasing the produc- 
tion of cloth in the country. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru had an int^iew with Sir Oiaf Oaro& Governor of 
N. W. F. P. and discussed wtth him the srrangemeats for his (Ft Nehru's) vkit to 
the Frpptier, 
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Dr. Bftm Man6li«r Lohift wm ideMed. An externment order prohibiting hit 
entry* in Goa for fire jeaxa was served on him. 


inh. Pandit Jawharhd Nehru inaugurated the Health Ministers* Conferenoe at 
New Ddhi. The Conferenoe passed a resolution endorsing that the 
objeotive proposed by tiie Bhore Committee should be kept in view in 
lormulaiing plans for a National Health Service. Pandit Kehru, in couzie 
of his speech, stressed the point that health is a basic problem which forms the 
foundation of a nation's Mihce and if the foundation is weak, the building is 
likely to ooUapse. The Health Member, bir Shafaat Ahmed Khan, also addressed 
the Conferenoe. 

The Bombay Legislative Assembly to-day passed the Bombay Industrial Ra- 
tions Bill 


Speaking at a meeting of the Uisto ]7 and Politics Association of the Madras 
Christian i^Uege, Bir N. Gopalaswami Iyengar criUcised Cabinet Mission's 




difficulties as possible and adopt resolutions c^^alculatcd to ge t over them. 

Bishop Edwin F. Lee of the American Methodist Misition, speaking at a 
Gandhi Dir thday celebration in Bliigapore, said, * Mahatma Gandhi has pulled 
down for our use great ideas and ideals. Gandhi has been heard ; he is being 
heard ; and he will be heard with profit across many years by a wide section 
of humanity.'* 


11th. Ft. Jawharlal Nehru, in a statement, expressed his conviction, based on a 
letter received by him from Colonel Habibur Kahman, that all rumours sug- 
gesting that Mr. Bubhas Chandra Bose is alive, are without foundation. 

hk. C. d. Bhabba, Commerce Member, Interim Government st>eaking at a 
reception given by the Indian Merchants* Chamber, expresiMKl his willingness 
to meet representatives of the commercial community at all times and ^ exohange 
views with them. Through the joint efforts of the Government of India and thid 
commercial community, he said, trade and commerce could be placed on a high 
pedestal. 

The South India Millowners* Association, at its meeting, passed a resolution 
strongly protesting against the policy of the Madras Goyernment r^arding the 
ban on the construction of new mills end on the expausion of existing mills 


in the province. 

Funner recrudescence of communal trouble occurred in Lact^a. A 79'bour 


curfew was imposed on the affected areas. 


I2tk. Mr. M. A. Jinnah had an interview with the Viceroy. The interview lasted 
85 minutes. 

Mr. H. B. Stthrawardy. Bengal Premier, expressed the Bengal Government's 
determination to fight the Government of India's decision with regard to jute 
prices and added that even if the Muslim League entered the interim Govern- 
ment, and if the present policy continued, he would have to fight it for the sake 
of the cultivator. 

Addressing the Convocation of the Mysore University, Dr. Bir Lakshmanswsmi 
Mudaliar explained the role the Universities play in education and pointed out 
that '*it is to these Universities that one should look for the finest qualities of 
leadership in every sphere of activitv." 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru met the members of the Indian Delegation to the 
U. N. O. Assembly and discussed with them matters likely to come up at 
the conference. 

An assurance that any handicaps placed in the way of the development of 
Indian ahippii^ or ship-building would disappear as soon as possible, was given 
by Mr. O. H. Bhabba. Commerce Member, at Bombi^. 

The abolitioa of the Civil Branch of the Indian M^ical Service and adequate 
provision for research and *he application of scientific method for the investiga- 
tion of the iiidigenons system of medicine was the subject-matter of two 
resolutions adop&i by tne Health Ministers' Conference i»hich concluded 
UHiny. 

Mrs. Arana Asaf Ali, the Oongresa Socialist leader, expressed the riew at 
Calcutta that a coalition with the League at the Centre would injure Congresa 
fundsinttit^l* aCill fnriher. 

Foot penons won killed end 10 othen wen injond in distarboooce in 
Daeen 
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lith. Mr. Jinnah had farther difooaaioiia with the Viceroy on the aul^t of the 
Mailim Leagae'a entry into the Interim Goveromeut 

The Muslim Learae Working Committee, at iu meeting* adopted a resola- 
tion atronf^y condemniDg the rectnt bombing on the Muslims of Waziristan 
(K. W. F. and expressed its sincere sympathies with the sufierers there. 

Sardar Vailabbbhai Patel, Home Member and Member for Information and 
Broadcasting, addressing the btanding Committee of All-India Newspaper 
Editors* Cooierence, said, ^*The Press must have unfettered freedom in the 
presentation of news and expression of view», but it also has the obligation to 
preserve the integrity of the State and support the legitimate activities of a 
popular Government. It must, when occasion demands, hold the Government 
in defeating the forces of disruption.** The Home Member also referred to the 
Government’s intention of setting up a Committee for modification of Press 
laws and so bring them in line with those of other free countries. 

The Indian delegation to the United Nations Conference left for New York. 

Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, Member in-charge of Works, Mines and Power, 
Interim Government, addressing the first All-India Physical Educational 
(jonference at Amraoti, urged for compulsory military training and the creation 
of a physical culture consciousness among Indian Youth so as to be able to act 
vigorously and sustain a considerable amount of physical strain. 

Mrs. Yijayalakshmi Pandit, lender of the Indian delegation to the United 
Nations Conference at New York, in a Press Conference challenged General 
Bmuts* reference to the South African Indian issue and his claim of the spiri- 
tual leadership of Europe in his speech at Brussels. She pointed out that the 
**S. African Indian issue was a fundamental human issue and it must go 
before the bar of world opinion; no one individual, however great, should 
deal with it.** 

In au interview at Bombay, Miss Margaret Ballinger, Member of the S. African 
Parliament, referred to the ‘Indian problem in South Africa as not only racial 
but also economic to a certain extent. She also expressed the view ^'Vhat the 
colour bar and racial inequality which exist in the Union of S. Africa were 
bound to go as these were against the canons of modern civilisation.’' 

Dacca was quiet. 

14tb. The Calcutta "Disturbances*’ Commission of Enquiry consisting of Sir Patrick 
Spans, Chief Justice of India (President of the Commission). Sir Saiyed FazI Ali, 
Chief Justice, Patna High Court, and Mr. B. Somayya, ex- Judge, Mrdras High 
Court, had its first sitting at Belvedere, Calcutta. 

Adoresaing the Labour Ministers’ Cooierence at New Delhi, Mr. Jagjivan Bam, 
Labour Member, Interim Government, outlined the main problems facing labour 
administration in the country and pointed out the need and scope for co-ordinated 

S licies between the Provinces, the Centre and the States, in matters of labonr 
;lstation. Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, Vice-President of the Interim Gtovernment, 
who inaugurated the conference, also spoke on the need for improving the 
working condition of labour in the country. 

Answering a question on the food situation iu India in the House of Commons, 
Mr. Arthur Henderson, Under-Secretary of State for India, pointed out that in 
the next few months the food position would be particularly critical especially in 
Southern India. 

‘Although we have to contend against a strong team in FJii. Smuts and Mr. 
Hofmeyer, we Indians are no bad fighters and we have truth and justice behind 
ni,** observed Mrs. Vijayalaksbmi Pandit, leader of the Indian delegation to the 
U. N. U. Assembly, at Karachi, on her way to the United States. 

The Standing Committee of the All India Newspaper Editors* Conference 
ooncluded its session after passing several resolutions. 

Sir Mnnubhai Mehta, ex-Dswan of Baroda and Bikaner died at Bombay. 

The need for sendiitg a trade delegation to East Africa and Middle East and 
lor following a less stringent export policy was urged by Mr. Dawood U, Nasser. 
Feesideot of the Africa and Oversese MerehanU* Chamoer, Bombay, who led a 
drontation to Mr. C. H. Bhabba, Commerce Member. 

Terrible lawlessness and mob violence on Hindus, involving mass murder, looting 
arson, forcible mass coo version, nbd notion of women and desecration of places of wor- 
ship were reported from several dietriou of Noakhali (East Bragal). Armed 
polioe were despatched nod the military were oalicd ont as pKcenatioiiaiy 
mensure, ^ 
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Tbe Motlim League decided to join Uie Interim Ooremment The foUowiag 

I eppointed ee membera of the UoYernmeni Mr. Lieaal dli Khan, Mr. I. i. 

Chandriger, Mr. Abdur Keb Nieter, Mr. GhesneUr Alt Rheu end Mr. Jogendre 
Noth Moodel. In order to make it poaaible to reform the cabinet, the loiioaing 
membera tendered their reaignation Mr. barat Chandra Boae» bir blMfeel 
Ahmed Khan and Syed Ali Zaiieer. 

The abolition of the bait Tax, which waa expected to eerra aa the firet tangible 
indlcatloo to the maeaea of India of the de facto iranater of power to a popular 
Oorernment at the centre waa decided upon at a meeting of the interim 
Cabinet* 

An earnaat hope that the great American Nation will not allow Preaideut 
Tmman to auccumb to the influence of Jewry and be a party to force and 
perpetnate the graveat wrong done to the Arab of Faleatine waa expreeaed by 
Mr. M. A< Jinnah, in a telegram to Mr. Uaxuldiu Aluacitby Vioe-Frtaident of the 
Iraq Chamber of Deputiea, Baghdad. 

Mr. T. b. Arinaabilaugam Cheitiar, Mioiater for Education, Madrai, addreaaiog the 
CooTOcation of the Annamalai Univeraity, dwelt on the true fuijcliuu of education 
and pointed out that the eaaence of education ahould be to infuae a apirit of 
eer?ice among the atudenta. 

The aituation in Noakhali waa aerloua. Mob yiolence apread to the neighbour* 
ing diatricu of Tipperah. Police opened fire on aeveral occaaiona. A heavy 
exodua of affected people to aafer aonea continued. 

leth. Pandit Jawharial Nehru arrived at Peahawar on a tour to the tribal arena. 

A two day conference of repreaentativea of Provincial Govern menta and the 
Central Pay Commlaaion opened at New Delhi. 

The text of the correapondence between Pandit Nehru and Mr. Jinnah waa 
releaaed to the Preaa. 

Mr. Jogendra Nath Mondal, Member-Deaignate of the Interim Govemment» 
eaid at Calcutta, *T feel that the injuatice dune to the Scheduled Caatea by the 
Britiah Cabinet Miaaion and the Congreaa haa been undone by thia act. of the 
Mnalim League.*' 

'^Complete freedom for Jndia in two yeara*’ waa forecaat by Prof. Harold Laaki at 
New York. He eaid, *'Free India would be a greater aaaet than an euaiaved 
India. Fiee India would be a boon to the Far Eaat." 

Lord Pethick'Lawrence, Secretary of State for India, addreeaing a gathering 
of Indian atudenta at Londou# eaid, **You muat uae your freedom and inde- 
pendence to achieve real proaperity of the people of your country, to do away 
with internal poverty and miaery and make India one of the great homea m 
civiliaation. 1 am aure that India can become the beacon-light of human free- 
proaperity and happincaa which will be the laating glory for the human 


Bir. L. A. Freak, preaiding over the Council meeting of the Indian Road 
Congreaa at Karachi, emphaaiaed the need for more tunda in order to conatruct 
more and better roada ana auggeated that Government ahould hypothicate certain 
taxea like import dutiea on motor vehiclea, petrol ux, motor vehicle tax, etc. aolely 
for financing roada. 

Membera of the Scheduled Caatea Federation met Mr. Jinnah and conveyed to 
him their gratitude to the inciuaion of Mr. J. N. Mondal in the Interim 
Government. 

Mr. B. S. Kuikar, Member of the C. P. Legiatative Aaaembly, in an interview 
with the Prime Miniater of Eire, Mr. E.de Valera at Dublin, diacuaaed the 
poaaibility of cloaer relation between Ireland and lndia> 

Grave lawleaeneaa continued in the diatricu of Noakhali and Tipperah. At leaat 
6000 peraona were killed and 50,000 were affected by other acu of iawleaaneaa 
unce October 10. 


17th. The Calcutta Biota Enquiry Commlaaion, preaided over'.by Sir Patrick Spena, 
decided to bold iu enquiry in public and paaaed final directiona laying &>wii 
the procedure and programme to be adopted during the enquiry. 

Dewan Chamanlal, leader of the Indian Food Miaaion to Argentina, declared at 
New York: *‘india can and will play a deciaive role in the deatiny of the world 
divided aa it ia between two ideologiea— The Angio-Amehcan and Buaaian. A 
reaurgent India, free and powerful, building up her baaic and key indnatrUe, ia 
and will be in a poaiUon to tilt the acaiea and therefore, the freedom of India la 
of vital impoataiioe to world peaee.” 
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A motatjk>ii danandiiig Imniediftta vithdniw»l of Britlih tioopi from late 
•aa iadiao ttooim from foreign territoriee peeted ei n meeting of the late 
lioegue, Mat to the jPrime Minieur, Mr. Attlee and the becreterj of Stale lor 
Indie, Lord I't ihiek**Lewrenee* 

Addreeelug a geUtenng of tribesmen of Besmek (Wesixieten) Pt. Jawbarlel 
Nenru said, '^Mine is a muHiun of io?e and peace and 1 have no desire to mlo 
over jott.** 

Mr. K. K. Nehrn. Leader of the Indian Delegation, addressing the plenary 
session of the Preparatory Oommittee of the international Trade and Kmpmmeat 
Oonferenoe at Loudon, said that a minimum level oi pxoteciion and tarifla waa 
essential if India and other Asiatic countries are to iaite their rightful place in 
International economic oo-operatiou. 

Mahatma iiandhi in hia prayer speech referred to the tragic happenings in 
Kaat Bengal, eapecially the bruiai atrocitiea committed againat the Hindu women 
there. He adviaikl tne women that they ahould learn how to die first betors a hair of 
their head could be injured. 

Mob violence ouniiuued in the distriota of Kaat Bengsl. Ohsndpur district was 
also atfeoted. Murder, lootiug, araou, forcible oonveraion etc., of the Hindiia 
occurred ou a large aoaie. Unconverted people waa alao alaughtered. People lived 
in complete atarvatiou. 

letb. Aciiarya Kripalaoi, Preaident-eleot of the Indian National Congraaa, arrived in 
Oalouita. lu course of a sMlemeut to the Press, he said, ‘'My first task is to 
sxert my uimoat in the cause of Hindu-Mualim uuity so that tne inhamanittea 
and batoaritiea that cteeutly disfiguicd aud disgraced Calcutta and atiil do Eaat 
Bengal become thinga ot the past.’* 

Mr. Uharma Vir, lexiiie Commissioner, Qovernment of India, disouasad with 
the members of the b. 1. Millowuera* Association mattera attecting the textile 
industry and aasured them lull Uovernment aaaiatance in procuring raw material 
to inoreaae cioth production. 

The aituation iu IMat Bengal remained unchanged. 

lath. The Working Committee of the Bengal Provincial Muslim Leagna 
adopted a resolution atrongly condemning the **acir of lawlessneaa, violenoe and 
murder that are being reported from certain parts of the districts of Noakhsli 
and Tipperah.” 

Gratification at the Muslim League’s entry in the Interim Qovernment to 
chare the responsibility in tne service of the country was expressed by Bardar 
Baldev biugh, Delenoe Member, at Amritsar. 

An "Aiiti-Pakiatan” League whose proclaimed object wss to counteract pro- 
Pakiciau propaganda of the Muslim League organisation was formed at London. 

PauUit Jawnarlai Mehru, accompanied by i^au Abdul Uhaffar Khau aud 
Khao baheh returned to Peshawar after cuucluaioo of their first tour of North 
and boutn Wasiriatan. 

The MeUioai Council of India, at its session at Delhi, adopted a resointion 
**aceptiug lu geueral the broad priuciplea laid down by the f^hore Oommittee 
with reiareuce to professional education.*’ 

Mr.' Uhasuaiar All Khau, Member deaigoate of the Interim Oovernmentf 
addiesiiug a gathering oi studenta at Lahore, said. **We are going into the 
interim Goveiumeot to get a toothold to fight for our oheriahed goal of Pakistan 
and i assure you that we shall achieve Pakiatao." 

Maulaua Auul Kalam Asad, in a statement on the Noakbali happeningSi 
said, **T'lie only method eradicating this evil (riots) is for the msjohty iu an 
area to guarantee the security of the minority." He sdded, 'T would make a 
apaoiai appeal to Mualim brethran in Last Bengal. Islam eujoina that tha 
proiaotiou of one*a neighbour is one’s religious duty." 

The situation iu Eaat Bengal waa atill very grave. Acharya Kripalani aocompani- 
ed by the Bengal Governor visited the affected parta there. 

fffith. Dr. Bajandra Prasad, Food Member, made a nation-wide appeal for grain 
to every peasant, pioduoar, iandiord, trader and merchant— whoever might hold 
the atooka or aurplus— to save the people of b. India in view of the grave food 
erisis there. 

Khan Abdul ObaiEir Khan, the Frontier Oongtesa leader, repeated a previoua 
aaasrtion that the diatnrhanoea whieb marked Pandit Nehrn'e atndy trip of the 
N, W.F.P. ware the work of the Politloai Department.” 

Mob rule continuid unabated in the disticta of Noakhali and lipparah. 



OHBONIOLE OF SVENTB 


21tt An vnmA to the yomlht of Indio and Bonicnl to omiiiii tbonoilfii lo •?« 
tom and TilUfcet to Uka inItialiTa thamaeWea and to barl iMwk tha ftmaa Of 
lawlmoata and reaotioo, waa made bj Me. Barat Ohaadra Boaa in a alatamant. 

Airitiarya Kripalanfi, tha Oonftraaa Praaidaot> mada a aaoond aarial rM of tlia 
rlot-affeetad araa in Kaat Bangal. 

^Aaad Hind OoTornment Daj** was oalebratad Ihrongbont India. 

Tba Banical OoTarnor’a raport on tba rioia in Noakbali and Tipparah waa mad 
in tba Honia of Oommona by the Undar Beeiaury of Stata, Blr. Aribnr 
Hcndaraop« 

The Pramiar'a Confarencat on behalf of the Interim GoTernment, to ooneidar 
the qaaatloD of raplaeament of 1.0* S. and the I. P. by a aultable Oantral or 
Provinoial Berrioe met at New Delhi undar tha praaidentahip of Sardar Vallabh- 
itei Patel, the Home Member. 

Qrara lawleaaneae oootiouad in tha diatrlota of Eaat Bengal. Polioa opened fire 
at aaferal piacea. 


find. The Exeoutife Oouncil of the Bengal Proyinoial Conii^reaa Committaef at ita 
meeting, called upon all law-abiding oitiaena to organiae tbamaelyea for aalf- 
dafanoe inataad of depending on Goyernmeiital macbinarica ^wbioh bad failed to 
diacharce ita primary obligationa of maiDt«itiing law and order in tbe proyince.’ 

Mr. V. E. Kriahna Menon, Secretary of tbe India League, London aacerted at 
New York ibat **Iiidia will be independent beoauaa aba meana to be 
indapandent.** 

Tba Indian Delegation to the U. N. O. General Aaeembly arriyed at New York 
to-day* 

There waa a aiidden flare-up of communal trouble in Oaloutta. 

Dr. B. B. Ambedkar, tbe Scheduled Caatea* leader, arriyed in England on n 

E olitical miaaion to aeek remedy for tbe *'in)uatioe done to tbe B 'beduled Cailea 
y tbe Cabinet Miaaion ’a proposal. 

The situation in East Bengal waa unchanged. Loot, araoti, murder, maaa 
COD version apread to other neigboouring districta of Noakbali, Acharya Kripalanit 
tbe CoDgreaa President accompanied by Dr* P. C. Oboah and others visited tbo 
hot affected areaa of lipperah. 


Slid* An official communique iaaued in Delhi stated that tbe Governmenta of India 
and the U. 6. A. have decided to raise the status of their reapective diplomatic 
miaaiona to tba rank of Embassies. 

Pandit Nehru returned to Delhi after completing bis tour of tbe tribal areas 
of tbe N. W. F. P. 

Tbe riot aitiiaiion in Eaat Bengal waa tbe dominant subjeel discussed at a 
five-hour meeting of the Congreaa Working Otromittee. 

bir G. 6. Bajpui, Indian Agent-Oeneral in Waahington, welcoming the deciaioo 
to raise tbe atalua of diplomatic miaaiona in Waahiiigtoii and New Delhi to 
Embaaay rank, declared, **lndia will exert all tbe powers of her new and broad- 
ening freedom for the eatabliabroent of a Just and enduhng peace." 

Cases of police claahea with rioiera were reported from Noakbali in Eaat Bengal* 
Police opened fire on several occaaions. 

Minor cases of stray asaaulta occurred in Calcutta. 


24th. Mr. M. A. Jinnah, in a statement, condemned the diiturbaneee in the country 
and appealed for tolerance. 

The Congreaa Working Committee, in a resolution on the Bengal situation, 
express d deep horror and pain at the scene of bestiality and barbarity there and 
dcclarad that tbe ‘‘outburst of brutality is the direct result of the tmlittca of bate 
and civil strife carried out by tbe Muslim League. It added, '*rbe Governor 
and the Governor-General who claim to possess ap^cial responaibilitiea in each 
matters muat alao share the burden for events in E«at Bengal.*’ 

Five persona were killed and 40 others injured in incidents in Calcutta. 

The riot situation in East ^ngal showed no signs of improvement. Tension 
prevailed every where, 

Mrs. Vijaya Lakabmi Pandit, leader of the Indian delegation to tbe United 
Nations General Aaaembly, announced that India would apply for membership of 
the U. N, O. security Council. 

WHA Tbe portfolioB to be held by repreaenUtivea of tbe Muslim League as members 
of the Interim Government were anoouiiccd as follows :-*Mr. Liaqnat All Kban 
— Finaooa ; Hr. I. I. Chundrigar— Commerce : Mr. Abdur Rab Niablor— 
OottmuBiMifiooti P«ii A Air ; Mr. OhaiMalar All Eban— Health ; Mr* 
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Nttlb llbodftl— Lflfdtlttive. CoosiqafBt ebuDfcm of fhe othtr portfoliof wm 
Dr. John MntthnI— IndontrlM ond raroliet ; Mr. 0. Bti«gopnlMlinri— Ednentlon 
nnd AfU ; nod Mr. 0. H. Bbobba— Worki, Minm A Power. 

Mn. Vffnya Lnkthml Pandit^ addraaaiog the U. N. O. Genaral aaaembly at 
New Torl^ deftoed Indio*! foreign policy which the aaid waa oppoaed to raeialiam 
and exploitation. 

Mra. Marsaret Ballinger, Member of the 8. African Parliament, in an interriew 
at Delhi, adrlaed the Indian eornmnnltj in 6. Africa not to boycott Parliament 
If they were not anre of the boycott being eomplete. 

Araon and looting by hooligana on a maaa acale were reported from the diatrict 
of Ohandpnr (Eaat Bengal). The aitnatlon In Noakhali and TIpperah waa 
eomparatively qniet. 

Wideapread trouble, ioTOfring atray aaeanlte, atabbinga, bomb attacka, nae of 
6re arma by indiriduala occurred in Oatcntta and Howrah. Eleyen peraona died 
and 45 othera were injnred during the day. 
fflh. Four Mnalim I^eague membera of the Interim Government were aworn in 
to-day. Mr. J. N. Mondal. the Scheduled Oaate repreaentative from Bengal, took 
charge by telegram. 

Mr. Liaquat AH Khan explained the Mualim League'a intentiona and ideala in 
entering the Interim Government. 

Inaugurating the Provincial Stndenta* Educational Oonventfon at Madraa, Mr. 
T. B. Avinaahllangam Ghettiar. Min later for Education, aaid that reaponalbilltiea 
of the atudenta were very great in the building of a new India and appealed to 
them to be diacipHned, atrong and remain united in the aervice of the Motherland. 

Diaturbancea in Calcutta and Howrah increaaed considerably Police fired on 
aeveral occasions. The casualties for the day were 24 dead and over 60 Injured. 

No major incident of any sort were reported from the districts of Noakhali, 
TIpperah, Chandpur and oUier parts of East Bengal, al' hough tension prevailed 
everywhere. 

27th. Welcoming the Australian Industrial Delegation at New Delhi, Pandit 
Jawharlal Nehru spoke of the part which India was destined to play in the 
future trade relations between the two countries. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru was elected leader of the Congress Assembly Party at 
a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Party at Delhi. 

The view that there was no practical difficulty for the members of the Interim 
Government to work on the basis of joint responsibility under the leadership of 
one individual was expressed by Byed AH Zaheer at Lucknow. 

Aoharya Kripalani, the Congress President, returned to Delhi after completing 
his tour of the riot-sffeoted areas of East Bengal. 

Dr. 6. P. Mookherjee, on hie return from the riot-affected areaa of East Bengal, 
•aid at a Preae Conference at Calcutta, '*The events that have happened in Noa- 
khali and Tipperab have certain unique features which are not common in Iudia*a 
ohaqoered hlitory of communal disturbances. Indeed what baa happened ia no 
eoromunal riot at all, but a case of an organised and well planned attack on the 
minority community by the majority, whose chief aim waa mate oonveraion, 
accompanied by loot, araon and wholeaale deeeoration of all plaoea and aymbota 
of worahip.'* 

Communal riot broke out in Chapra town in Behar, resulting in 13 persona 
being killed and 40 othera injured. 

Rwrudeaeenoe of trouble iu Calcutta were on the increase. Large scale araon, 
looing, atabbings, and few caaes of kidnapping too marked the day*a events. 
Police and military opened fire at several placet. The casualtiea for the day were 
19 killed and over 100 Injured. 

281k. The Autumn Beaaion of the Central Legielative Aaeembly, which commenced 
tf^ay, began the debate on a motion of the Finance Member, Mr. Liaauat All 
Khan, approving India’s continued raemberabip ef the Interuatioual Monetary 
Fund and the International Bank for Beoonatruetion and Development. 

The text of the correspondence between the Viceroy and Mr. Jlnnah, which 
led to the participation of the Mualim League in the Interim Government, waa 
raleaeed to the Press. 

Sir Sbafaat Ahmed Khan, former member of the Interim Goveromeut, stated 
that a Oongreaa-Leagua Coalition Government at the Centre was a happy angnry 
for the future. 

His ExoaHeney the Vioaroy, in a broadcast ton New Delhi, appealed to Ilia 
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MO|)i# of to end tlM MmmiiiiAl ttrife and brioK Abont a mae of peace and 
Darmoy which waa eaaential for Iodia*a progreaa. 

pMatrbanoea in Ohapra epread to other neightoiirioa yillaKca. Troope were 
ealled out ae a preeaodonarj meaaure. The total eaanattiea aiuoa the diaturbaneha 
atarled were 115 killed and 160 Injured. 

The riot aitnation In Oalentta deteriorated eonalderably. At leaai 23 
were killed and 151 injaied In the day*a Inrideota. 


fHh. The Central Lefclalatiye Aaaembly paaaed nnanlmoualy the Finanee Membar'a 
motion that India continna her memberahip of the International Monetary Fund 
and the International Bank. 

Mahatma QandhI arrived In Calcutta on a vialt to the riot-adected areaa of 
Eaet Bengal. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, Member for External Affaira, made a reference in the 
Central Aaaembly to hie recent tour of the N. W. F. P. and the tribal areaa. 

Rioting in Calcutta continued unchanged. The military were attacked by hoatile 
moba with bomba and fire arma. Police and military fired on aeveral ooeaalona, 
Caaualtiea totalled 21 dead and 60 othera injured. 

The riot aitnation in Behar waa oomparattvely quiet, although a tenae atmoa* 
phere preyailed thronghont the province. 

301k. The Central Legialative Aaaembly continued to-day the diaonaaion of the 
Labour Member’a motion that the Bill amending the Tradea Union Act be 
referred to a Select Committee. 

The Government of India appointed Dr. M. A. Rauf, Bar-at-Law, aa their 
repreaentative In Burma. 

Mr. Jinnah had an hour*a interview with the Viceroy, 

Mahatma Gandhi met Sir Frederick Burrowa, the Bengal Governor and diaeuaaed 
with him the Calcutta and Noakhali aitnation for about two houra. 

The Calcutta Diaturbancea" Enquiry Oommiaaion, which held a brief aitting, 
adjourned until Nov. 14. _ . ^ 

Mra. Vijayalakahmi Pandit, leader of the Indian Delegation to the U. N. O. 
Aaaembly, welcomed M. Molotov*a (Ruania) apeeoh ou India at the Aaaembly, 
which ahe referred to aa **a aigu of underatanding and friendahip between the 
two countrlea,” . . „ 

No further incidenta of trouble were reported from Behar. 

Rioting continued In Calcutta and Howrah. Nineteen peraona were killed and 40 
othera injured. The Government of Bengal impoaed collective finea on certain 
areaa of Calcutta aa a reaolt of the diaturbaiioea. 

Slat. After a three day debate, the Central Legialative Aaaembly paaaed the Labour 
Member, Mr. Jagiivan Ram'a motion to refer to Select Committee hia Bill laying 
down eonditiona for tha reoognition of trade uuiona. 

H. E. the Viceroy, Lord Wavell arrived in Calcutta. He had long dlieuasloa 
with the Bengal Governor about the riot aituation in £aat Bengal, 

The j^ngal Government totally withdrew the exemption granted to the publi- 
cation of matters communicated to the Press by the Press Advisory Committee, 
Bengal, under Govern ment*a order issued about a month ago, imposing certain 
reatrictiona on the publication of riot news of Bengal. 

Ten peraona were killed and 43 others injured in incidenta in Calcutta, involv- 
ing mostly murder, arson and military firing. 

Further recrndeaccnoe of communal trouble occurred in Patna and Bhagalpur. 
About 90 persons were killed and 160 othera injured. Troops were ealled out 
as a precautionary measure. 


November 1946 


The Viceroy began his ftoor of the riot affeoted areas of East Bengal, 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, Sardar Vailabhbhai Patel, Mr. Liaquat All 
Khan and Mr. Abdur Bab Nishtar arrived in Calcutta on a peace mission. 

Widespread rioting occurred in Bhagalpur. 

Mr. Arthur Henderson, Under Secretary of State for India said that 
the total casualties in communal riots between July and October was 5,018 
killed and 18,890 injured, excluding those in East Bengal. 

Mahatma Gandhi announced his intention of undertaking a faet if the 
riotc did not stop inJMuix. 

6 
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Distnrbanoes flared np id Paboa DitMct 

The antumn ResBion ol the Oonnoil of State began. 

The Viceroy began his aerial tour of the riot affected areas of Bihar. 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya died in Benares. 

Maulana Md. Akram Khan said ; *'For the tragedy of Bibar the 
responsibility lies on the Muslim League Government of Bengal which is 
practically a personal show of Mr. Suhrawardy.'* 

A bilateral air transport agreement between the U. S. A. and India 
was signed at New Delhi. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah declared : ‘"There is no possibility of an end to 
India’s civil strife unless Pakistan is absolutely achieved." 

Pt. Jawharlal Nehru celebrated his 57th. birthday. 

The Nisam of Hyderabad issued an appeal to stop the fratricidal strife 
in the country. 

Khwaja Nazimuddin was elected Deputy Leader of the Muslim League 
party in the Central Assembly. 

The Committee of Action of the A. I. Muslim League condemned the 
brutal atrocities in Bihar and demanded an ofQoial enquiry into it. 

Bepresentatives of Indian States discussed at New Delhi the position 
of the States with regard to future constitution of India. 

Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy retired as President of the Council of State. 

Mr. Jinnah declared that the Muslim League will not participate in 
the Constituent Assembly. He added, “by forcing this meeting a situa- 

tion has been created which will lead to serious consequ* nces. 

The Congress Working Committee met at Delhi and passed a number 
of resolutions. 

The 54th. plenary sfjssion of the Indian National Gongress was held 
at Meerut, Acharaya Kripalani presiding. 

Exchange of population in order to avoid the “brutal slaughter*’ in 
the country was suggested by Mr. Jinnah at Karachi. 

The British Cabinet invited the Vionroy and five members of the 
Interim Government for fresh discussions in London. 

The British invitation to the Viceroy and Indian leaders was announ- 
ced in both the Houses of Parliament. 

The Congress decided not to accept the Viceroy's invitation. 

Mr. Jinnah announced the formal acceptance by his party of H. M. 
Government’s invitation for London talks. 

Acharya Kripalani, Congress President announoad the names of 
the members of the New Working Committee. 

Pt Nehini decided to go to London for talks in response to a p* rsonal 
appeal from the British Premier. 

Sardar Patel described Mr. Jinnah's proposal for exchange of popula- 
tion as "‘absurd". 

1st. The Viceroy scoompsDied by the Beniral Governor left Calcutta for a tour of 
the riot affeoM areas of Noakhali and Tipperah. 

Mshaiina Uandbi aeot a communioatiou lo Mr. H. B. Huhrawardy, the Bengal 
Pr mier, contaiuinK ceruin proposal# calculated to restore peace in ^n^al for 
bis consideration and acceptance. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru aaid in the Central LegisUfive Aeeembly that the whole 
activity of the Government of India ever eioce the Bouth African Passive 
Resistance Movement started **has been one of giving moral support to that 
movement.*’ 

Pandit Madau Mohan MsUviya* to a statement of the disturbanoea io the 
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eoantry. tud, *'l feel (hat hamaDity it at ataka. Hindu euliuta aod tcligUm axa 
in dager« The lime baa oom for the Hindua to unite and to ritaliaa aouieaa of 
help and succour and to make efTcettve self •protection aod Melf-ataenion." 

Tba situation in Calcutta showed eiitna of marked improvement. Thera waa a 
sharp decrease in the number of incidents. 

'fhe situstion in Patna was still tense. 

2nd. Four members of the Interim Government, Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, 
Sardar Vallabhbbai Patel, Mr. Liaquat All Khan, and Mr. Abdur Rab NIatar 
arrived in Calcutta. 

H. E. the Viceroy returned to Calcutta from his East Bengal tour. 

Mr. H. 8. 8ultrawardy, Chief Minister, Baikal, in a press interview, said that 
there is no possibility of a Contcresa League Coalition Government being formed 
in the province. 

Patna was quiet. Minor disturbanoee were reported from other ueighbourtng 
towne. 

Communal diaturbancea broke out in Dacca. 

Srd. Pandit Nehru, Harder Patel, Mr. LUquat All Khan and Harder Abdur Rab 
Nishtar, in a joint statement at Oalcutta. appealed for ceaaation of violence and for 
a return to the methods of peace. 

Harder Baldev Hingh, the Defence Member arrived in Calcutta. 

Pandit Jawharlsl Nehru, along wi h his three colleagues of the Interim 
Government left for Patna en route to Delhi. 

Wide-Bcale rioting, involving loot, arson, murder continued In Bhagalpur 
(Behar). 

4th. Dr. Rsjeiidra Prssad, Food Member, gave a picture of the food situation in 
the country in the Ce»itral Legislstive Assembly. 

The demsnd that Ftiderat legislation should he uodertsken for the development 
of the textile industry on nstionslly- planned lines for the whole of India was 
urged by Hir N. Gopalaswsmi Iyengar in a resolution for discussion in the ensuing 
session of the Council of State. 

Mr. Arthur Henderson, Under-Hecretary of Htate for India, said in the House 
of Commons that the total number of persons killed snd injured in 
communal riots between July 1 and October HO, waa estimated at 5,018 killed and 
l.i320 inju'ed respectively, exclusive of casualiiee in the recent disturbances in 
Eastern Bengal. 

The not situation in Bchsr wsa somewhat easier although minor incidenta 
occurred. Pandit Jawharlal Nehru and Harder Abdur Rab Nishtar visited some 
of the affected parts. 

5tb. Lord Peihick-Lawrence, Secretory of Stste for Indis, ststed in the House 
of Lords, that nothing which passed in the correspondence between the Viceroy 
aod the Indian party leaders involved any departure from the previous iuteniioii 
of the British Goverument as to ibe constitutional pemitiou of the interim 
Govern men t. 

‘ibe aitustion in Behar was comparatively quiet. Dr. Rajendra Prasad and 
Acharya Kripslaoi arrived in Patna. They announced Mahatma Gandhi's prono- 
Msl to undertake a fast unto death If the communal riots did not atop in Benar 
within the next 24 hours. 

A call to the nation to prepare for the impending struggle *'wbich the country 
will have to launch in the near future to liquidate foreign imperialism" was made 
by Mr. Jai Prakssh Narain, the Hocialist leader at Lucknow. 

Sir P. H. Hivaswami Aiysr, an eminent lawyt^r died at Madras. 

*Mndta will be able to participate in foreign air services both U) the West up to 
the United Kingdom snd to the East up to Chins," said Mr. J. K. D. Tsta, in 
a Press interview at Karachi. 

dth. The Central Legislative Assembly concluded the debate on the food situation, 

The establishment of an Industrial Finance Corfioration in India was nropoaed 
in a Bill introduced in the Central Assembly by the Finance Member, Mr. 
Liaquat Ali Khan. The objeot was to provide credit for medium and long-term 
capital i^uirementa of industry, which were outside the normal aotivitlea of 
commercial banks. 

Hit Majesty the King in hla epeseh on tba prorogation of Parliament lefamd 
to ''unparalleled importnnoe of the Mmnges taking plnoe in India nnd prayed that 
India would pioapee under the guidance of the Interim Government, 
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Arrived at Chendimr in conneetlon with his six-dsj tonr of 

Nsst Beogsl. 

Diitar^noeo flared up in Pelna Dietriot Hnndred panona were kiUed and 
<^era infured •• a reanlt of police and military flring. 

The Council of Btate began its autumn leaeiont 

7th. The Central Aaiembly peeeed wiUiout a divieion Mr. Q. V. Deamukh'a Bill 
to pwmit marrtagee between persona of same Ootra or Pravara or different anb* 
divisions of the same caste. 

Ihe Council of Htste adopted without a division a resolution moved by Sir 
N. Qo|>alswami Iyengar, asking the Government of India to undertake central 
legislation lor the development of the cotton mill Indueiry on automatically- 
planned lines. 

The Viceroy, accompanied by Uardar Abdur Rab Niahtar, arrived at Patna and 
visited some of the aneoted parts of the city. Later he had diseuMions with 
Pandit Nehru and Dr. Bajendra Prasad. 

The situation in Behar was quiet. 

The British Foreign Secretary, Mr. Ernest Bevin, expressed confidence at New 
York that *«india wHl soon be completely independent and self-governing.** 

ath. The immediate nationalization of civil aviation in India was urged in a non- 
offieial resolution in the Central L^islaiive Assembly by Bardar Mangal 
BIngb. 

H. £• the Viceroy, Lord Wavell accompanied by the Governor of Behar and 
Bardar Abdur Rab Niahtar made an aerial tour of the riot-affected areas 
of Behar. 

9th. Pandit Jawbarlal Nehru returned to Delhi from Patna. 

Mahatma Gandhi began his tour of the affected areas in the interior of 
Noakhali. 

Mr. Anugraha Narain Bingh, Finance Minister of Behar, said at Patna, 
**what happened in Behar was a continuation of the Calcutta killing and none 
cannot be considered separately from the other.** 

10th. Decentralisation of industries and power as the only solution lor the 
economic and political crisis of the country was urg^ by Mr. Kundanmal 
Firodia, speaker of the Bombay Legislative Assembly at Bangalore. 

Addressing a meeting at Bimla, Mr. C. E. Gibbon, Punjab Anglo-Indian leader 
said that the education of the Anglo-Indian youths should be on purely 
nationalist lines. 

llth. The Central Legislative Assembly passed a Bill moved by the Finance 
Member to amend the Reserve Hank of India Act. 

The Madras Provincial Textile Protection Conference met under the presidency 
of Mr. B. Muthiah Mudaliar. 

An official Bill to secure the maintenanoe of public order was introduced by 
the Premier, Pt. Ravi Bhankar Bukla in the C. P. Legislative Assembly, which 
resumed the unfinished session from Beptember, to dispose official Bills. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, in a statement on the Bihar riots advised the Muslim 
League and the Muslims in particular to be calm and peaceful and not to U ke 
to the course of retaliation as, he said, vengeance was alien to Islamic 
tenets. 

lUth. Pandit Jawbarlal Nehru announced in the Central Assembly that the Soviet 
Foreign Minister, M. Molotov, had indicated the Soviet Government's willingness 
to exchange diplomatic relations with Indis. 

The Council of State adopted the Finance Secretary, Sir Cyril Jonea* motion 
approving India*e memberabip of the International Monetary Fund and tha 
international Bank for Ueconatruotion and development 

.. Mr. J. Bowstead. Chief Becreury to the Government of Behar, aaid that the 

r^^^dBeial eatimate of caaualtiee from riots in the province was on the border land 
which included police and military firing. 

Bis Msjesty the King, addreesing the Farlisment, esid, *^My Government will 
forward by every means at their diepoeal the policy with regard to tha govem- 
nance of India laid down in the etatemeuts made by them and by the 
of my Ministers which recently visited India/* 

Bir Girija Bhankar Bsjpal was appololad interim Charge d* Affaire of the new 
Indian Embassy in 'Washington, pending the appointment of a full Ambaaaate. 

Xu the Central Legialative Aasemhly, the Finanee Mamte, Mr. Uaquat Ali 
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KJbtm BiOT6d i«fer6iiM to o Solcet Oommitl«o of tbo Bill to fogolalt oiilriA iMif- 
mioli, dooliogi in forolgn osehnofo nod Menfitioo mod tho tanporl ind osgliit of 
eoifoney nod bollion. 

llio danib oocancd of Pandit Madna Mohan Malatl^a at Bonaioa at tha 
agioi85. 

10th. Tha Oantral LaglalatWa Aaaambly agread to ratar to a Salaot OomaiUaa tha BUI 
to profida for tha eontinuanee of certain amarganey powara in lalatlon to land 
andf othar property reqaiaitioned by tba Army during tha war. 

Eight paraona warai killed and 24 iniurad aa a raauU of pcdioa Orlag on a 
riotona mob naar Delhi. 

A raaolution raeommanding tha Madraa Oorarnmant'a textile policy waa adopted 
at a meatiog of tba Profinoial Cloth Adfiaory Gommittaa held at Madraa. 

Trtbutaa from all orar India were paid to tha memory of tha Lata Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malariya. 

General Bmuta gara Sooth Afriea'a anawar to the Indian dalagatlon'a abargaa 
of raeial diaerimination in S. Africa and South* Waat Africa atthaU. M.U. 
Aaaembly at New York. 

Maulana Md. Akram Kban» Presidmit, Bengal Profineial Mnalim LaagniL in 
a atatament at Madhupur (Behar> atated that **for tha tragedy of Bahar the nrat 
raaponaibillty liaa on the Mualim League Gorarnmant of Bengal, which la praetiaally 
a paraonal ahow of Mr. Subrawardy.** 

Idtli. A bilateral air tranaport agreement balwaan tha XJ. S. A. and India waa algnad 
in New Delhi by Pandit Jawharlal Nehru on behalf of the Oorammaot of India 
and by Mr. George Merrel, Charge d’ Affairaa of tha American Embaaay and Mr. 
George A. Brownell, Paraonal Repreaentatira of tha U. S., on behalf of the 
Gofernmant of the United States. 

Tba Calcutta ^^Disturbancea'* Commiaaion of Enquiry, which raanmad Ita aea al on 
decided to hold ita proeeadinga in camera for tba time being, ha? ing regard to 
the aitoatioo in the country. 

A propoaal to exchange delegaiiona from the Tariff Boarda of India and 
Australia waa made by tha leader of the Auatralian Industrial Delegation, Mr. 
B. Maoham at Bombay. 

The Central Legislative Aseerobly paaaed without a division tha Finance 
Member, Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan's Bill to reattict tha opening and removal of 
branches by banking companies. 

Mr, M. A. Jinnab, in a atatament, explained tba role of Mualim Laagna 
members in the interim Government and reiterated on tha fact Chat the only 
solution of tha Indian problem waa Pakistan, which until **absolntaly'* aohltvad 
there waa no poaaibility of an end to India's civil strife. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nmiru celebrated his 57th. birthday. Tributes from far and 
near ware paid to the aervicca of Pt. Nehru in tba causa of tha Motherland. 

The Ad Hoc Committee appointed to draw up a Press Code governing uewa of 
communai disturbanoaa appealed to the Press of India to accept tha racommaoda- 
tiona saying that they were actuated *'by a desire to restore normal aoaditioaa 
as soon aa possible.'* 

Inaugurating the All-India Film Conference at Bombay, tha Premier. Mr. B. G. 
Khar appealed to film producers to interest themaalves in tha production of 
pictures of instructional values conveying nationalistic ideas. 

lath. Tha Oouncil of Btata passed tba Bill to provide for controls in respect of 
certain aaaenttal commodities, such as food-atuffa, cotton, and woolaa tastUea, 
Iron and steel, mica, etc. 

Tha 0, P. Legislative Assembly paaaed Into law the Central Provinces and 
Barar Maintenance of Public Order on a motion of Pandit Bavi Shankar Sukla, 
tha Premier. 

In tha Central Legislative Aaaembly, Dr. Q. V. Deshmukh moved rafaranca 
to a Balaet Committee of bis Bill to amend the Special Marriage Act so aa to 
enable a marriage performed according to Hindu raligkma rites to be later tagis- 
tared under this Act. 

Mrs. Buehata Krlpalani, on her return to Oalcutta from Noakbali, where aha 
had bean on relief work, said, «*Moleatatioo of woman, intimidatioa and aaeiiala* 
mant ware still aontinuing in tba affected areas of Noakhali district.** 

Dr. B. B. Ajubadkar, tba Bchadoled Castes* Leader, raturnad to India from 

‘jfi' FMUt. iMdw of Om IuUm 4«iU m «ha right. 
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p( women in n debate In the 8ocielf Hameniterian and Oultiml Committee of 
the U. N. U. at New York. 

leth. The deoiaion of the Bihar OoTernment to issue an order under the Bihar 
Mdotenaoce of Puhlic Order Ordinance 1U46. for pre-ceueorahip of uewa or Tiewa 
concernioK the communal eituation in the Province was announced by the infor* 
matlon Minister. Mr. Badriuath Verma. 

H. H. the Nizam of Hyderabad iaeued an appeal to the people of India urging 
them to stop the fratricidal strife in the country. 

A solution for the present communal situation in the country was suggested in 
a five-point programme by Mr. Achyut Patwardnan. Oenerai-Becretary of the 
Aii-lndia Congress Bocialist Party, at Lahore. 

Bardar Maugal Bingh’s resolution recommending nationalisation of air aervicea 
in India waa withdrawn in the Central Legislative Asaembly after Bardar Abdur 
Rab Niahtar had accepted as salutary the principle that air services, like certain 
other enterprises, should not oe left entirely under private control and the profits 
should go to the public exchequer and be utilised for the benefit of the community 
at a whole. 

Addressing a gathering of Afridi leaders at Landikotal (Peshawar), H. £. the 
Viceroy assured them complete freedom and pointed out that it waa not the 
Intention of the British Uoverhmeut to traiisfex power to auy one political party 
in India. 

A joint appeal by the Madras Premier/ Mr. Prakasam and the leader of the 
Muslim lieague Party, Mr. Mahomed Ismail, was issued to the people of the 
province to co-operate witu one another and with the iioverumeht and help in 
the restoration and preservation of peace.’' 

t7th. Khwaja Nazim uddin was elected Deputy Leader of the Muslim League Party 
in the Central Assembly lu place of Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan. 

The Working Committee of the Hindusthan Mszdoor Bevak Baugh met at the 
residence of bardar Vallabbbhai Patel. 

Deploring the communal disturbancea iu Bengal and Bibar. the Working 
Committee of the Tamil Nad Oongreas, under the presidentship of Mr. K. Kama- 
raj Nadar, viewed that these unfortunate happenings were the outcome of the 
**airect action" programme of the Muslim League. 

Mr. C. H. Bhabba, Member for Works, Mines and Powet in the Interim 
Government laid the foundatiun stone of the Fuel Kesearch institute, the second 
in the chain of India's five national laboratories at Digwadih near Dhanbad. 

The Committee of Action of the A. i. Muslim League, in a statement, strongly 
condemned the organised and merciless destructiou of the life and property of 
Musaaimaus iu Bihar aud demauded an immediate independent enquiry into the 
happenings iucludiii|i; the conduct of the Ministry aud the officials by a commis- 
aiou of the highest judicial authority. 

The Working Committee of the Mysore Btaie Coogress discuseed ways aud 
meant of achieving Kespousibte Government iu the btate aud formed a sub- 
committee to draw up plans for direct' action. 

ISth. lu the Oentral Legislative Assembly, Bardsr Vallabbbhai Patel, Home 
Member, introduced a Bill for the more effective prevention ot bribery and 
oorruptiOD. 

Mr. Terence Shore, the first British High Commissiouer Designate to India 
arrived at Karachi irom Kuglaud. 

The {’rime Minister, Mr. Clement Attlee, told the House of Commons in reply 
to a questiou that 5,0^6 people were killed and 14,b50 wounded in British India 
aiooe Juue 29— nearly all iu communal disturbances. They exclude the casualties 
in Bihar thie month and those in Noakhali and Tipperah last month. 

Mr. Arthur Henderson, Uuder-becretary of btate for India, announced in the 
House of Oommous that the becretary of btate, Lord Peihic Lawrence is not 
prepared to give assurance, asked by the Labour Member, Mr. Thomas Keid, that 
the Government of India would not uudertake bombing from the air against those 
areas where communal disorders occur. 

Representatives of Indian Btates met in New Delhi and made a review of the 
problems confronting the btates iu relation to the future Indian constitution to be 
determined by the Constituent Assembly. 

A grant of Ka. 17^, OCX) for the expeosea of the Constituent Assembly was 
made by the Central Assembly without opposition. 
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Mtoinii MMion of the Central Lepelative AMembly wu adjcmnied 

9tl§0 wt0« 

The CJonKrcd* Working Committoo mH at the reaidonco of Mr. Ae»l 
Ali and dlecuBecd resolutions to be placed boiorc ihc next A. I. C. C. session 
at Meerut. 

The claim that, as a result of Pandit Jawharlal Nehru's recent visit to the 
tribal areas of the N. W. F. P.. bet er relations ha<l btvn established between 
the tribal people and the Congress was made by Khan Abdul CfUafTar Khau in 
a press interview. 

The Constitutional Advisory Pommifc'ee of the Chamber of Princes oond tided 
its discussions on the States with regard to the future constitution of India. 

The Viceroy on his return from the frontier tribal areas, mt’t Pandit Nehru 
and Mr. Jinnah and discussed matters relating to the Constituent Assembly and 
the Bihar situation. 

The former Secretary of Si ate for litdii. Mr. L. S. Amery, f old the members 
of the Constitutional Club at T/Ondon that he r»*main*d an optimist with regard 
to the future of the relations between Brituin and Jndia. 

The Council of S ate passed Dr. (r V. HcHlunnkli's Bill to remove certain 
disabilities and doubts under Mindu L;iw in respect of tuiirriages between 
Hindus. 

The Madras Government’s textile indiev witlt regard to the nationalisation 
of key industries in the province was exjdained by the Labour Minister, Mr, 
V. V. Giri at Madras. 

20th. Tieviewing the cornniunal situation in the country in the (^mncil of Statci 
Sardar Abdur Ilab Nishtar Tieader of the JfoimV atni Dr. Btijcndni Prasad 
condemned the outrages in Bengal and Bihar ninl ask<‘d for the co-operation of 
the I-K'gislature and the public in restoring pf*acc. 

It was officially announeed in New Delhi that the Indian Constituent 
Assembly would meet on December 0. 

The text of the correspon<lence between Mr. M. A. din nab and ih<» Viceroy 
was released to the press. In his letter to the Viceroy, Mr. Jinnah had askea 
for the postponement of the Constituent Assembly mwc dir. 

The Congrf'ss Working (’ommi tee ri'sniivnl its session and drafted a number 
of resolutions. 

The committee of Ministers of the Chamber of TYiriees, at its meeting at 
New Delhi, considered the recotnni'Uidations of the ('onstitutional Advisory 
Committee on the powr;rs and functions of the Negotiating (’ommittK? and its 
future prog amme of work. 

Sir Maiieckii Da«labhoy retiretl a** President of the Couneil of S'ate. 

In a aptHiial message to the peofile of hi.s province, the U. P.. Pandit .Tawharlal 
Nerhu appealed for immediate eessation of mutual bickerings and strife *'which 
benefit nooody except those who wish to keep India in ]>erp('tual bondage." 

2Ut. Pandit Nehru in an outspoken declaration in th(» Congress Htibjects Commi- 
ttee at Meerut, stated that the atmosphere in the new Central (Jovernment after 
the Ijcague’s entry has bwome so strained tl»:it C’oiigress Members had twice, 
threatened to resign. “Our ]>atience is fast reaching the limit," he added “If 
these things continue," he went on, ‘a struggle, on a large scale in inevitable." 
He also charged the Viceroy with failure to cany on Govern ment in the spirit 
in which he had started. 

Mr. M. A Jinnah, in a statement, declared that, no repnn»entative of tJie Muslim 
League will participate in the Constituent Assembly and the Bombay resolu- 
tion of the MusHtc Ijeagiic Council of .lune stamls. He further acciistiid tlic 
Viceroy and H. M. <i. of “playing into the hands of the Congress" and maintained 

that “oy forcing this meeting a situation has been created which will 

lead to s**Tiou8 consequences.” 

The Congress Working Committee passed three resolutioni condemning 
communal strife in the country regrettimr the repressive and reactionary acti- 
vities of some of the Indian Btktes and disapproving the policy of the KiUhmir 
8Ute in denying the people their normal civd liberties. 

Proper establishment of the metallurgical industries on an adequate scale with 
the full expioi'ation of the mineral -ealth of the country was urged by Mr. 
C. Baiagopalacbari, Minister for Education, while Dying the foundation atone 
of the National Metallurgical Laboratory at Jamshedpur. 

Addresinng the Convocation of the Dacca University, Sir Frederick Bonows, 
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Oomnor of Bengal* deaeiibed m a ‘^contemptible lie*' the allegation made in 
ioine qnartera that Britiah intereat were fomenting the preaent oommnnal 
tioablea in Tariona parta of India in order to Mrpetuate what waa deacribed aa 
their imperialiatic atronghold on the country. He also warned the youth againat 
the diaordera of communaliam. 

The Beiiaal Oahinet waa expanded by the appointment of four Miniatera— Mr. 
Tank Natn Mukherjee (Irrijntion and waterway*). Mr. Nagendra Nanyan Rot 
(Judioial and LegialatiTe), Mr. Fazlur Hahman (Land Bevenue AJaile8)ana 
Mr. Dwaraka Nath Barori (Worka A Buildings) who took the oath of office at 
Dacca. 

find. Pandit Nehru, Vice-President of the Interim Government and Bardar Baldev 
Bingh. Defence Member, iaaued a joint appeal to the people of India to make the 
armea forces their own and to encourage the best young men to apply for 
commission. 

Dr. Khan 8aheb . the Frontier Premier, expressed regret at the decision of the 
Muslim League to boycott the Constituent Assi robly. 

In the Oongreas Subjects Committee, Pandit Nehru moved a lengthy resolu- 
tion to be placed before the open session, giving a retrospect of the events in 
India and the world and calling upon the people to put an end to internecine 
conflict and to face internal aud external danger as a united people in which 
they have fought in the past for India's independence. The Committee conclud- 
ed Its session after passing several resolutions. 

28fd. The 54th plenary session of the Indian National Congress was held at 
I^arelal Nagar, Meerut under the presidentship of Acharya Kripaiani. the 
Congress Inesident. The session unanimously passed Pandit Nehru's 
resolution 

The correspondence between Lord Wavell and Pandit Nehru clarifying the 
terms of the Muslim League's participation in the Interim Government was 
released to the press by Pandit Nehru. 

“What is being done to-day is with the object of getting the Congress out of the 
Interim Government. We snail not allow ourselves to be caught in the net/’ 
dedared Bardar Vallabhbhai Patel at the plenary session of the Congress, 
moving a resolution ratifying the decisions ot the Working Committee and the 
A. 1. 0. C. leading to the formation of the Interim Government. The resolution 
was passed. 

Ilie London Time$, in an editorial, emphasised that the responsibility for 
maintaining law and order in India rests on the Provincial Governments and 
supported the Viceroy's reluctance to override their authority. 

eyed All Zaheer, former Member of the Interim Government, in a statement, 
appealed to the Muslim Lei^ue to revise its policy over the question of joining 
the Constitutent Assembly, as the total boycott of the Consembly would 
endanger a spirit of frustration among Muslim masses and embitter further 
relations between the two communities. 

Future rdation of the Indian Btate>i' people with the Congress and the attitude 
of trie States* people in regard to the election to the Constituent Assembly from 
the States, formed the subiect-matter of an address by Pandit Nehru, ex- 
President of the A. I. States' People's Conference, lo a gathering of States* 
people's workers at Meerut. 

S4ta. The plenary session of the Indian National Congress concluded its session 
after passing five resolutions, including those on the Conferees Manifesto, Indian 
States, communal strife in the country and the revision of the Congress 
Gonstilution. 

Paying his tributes to the late Netaji Bubhas Chandra Bose at the open 
session of the Congress, Acharyr Kripaiani, the Congress President, said, “To 
go away from the prison house that India is and to organise an independence 
movement outside India is the most patriotic service that a man can do 
provided he believes in armed resistance." 

Addressing the delmtes from the Indian States at Meerut, Pandit Jawhar- 
lal Nehru assured the States* people full legitimate Congress support in their 
struggle for freedom. 

The Conservative paper, Sunday in a despatch from London, stated, 

'‘The Congress and the Muslim League have manoeuvred each other into a 
deadlock mm which they can emerge only by statesmanship, which neither 
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hu ihown, or by civil war, which in private conversation both regard as the 
onW sblntion.** 

The demand that provision for a joint electorate must be made by the 
Ck>nBtitnent Assembly in drafting the future constitution of India was made by 
a number of delegates from Bengal led by Dr. Nalinakshya Sanyal* who 
wainted in deputation on Pandit Nehru, Sardar Patel, Dr. Kajendra Prasad 
and Acharya Krip aiani at Meerut. 

asth. The suggestion thst the authorities, both Central and Provincial, should take up 
immediately the question of exchange of population to avoid the '^brutal 
slaughter** in various parts of the country of small minorities by overwhelming 
majoritiesi was made by Mr. M. A. .Tinnah, at a press conference at Karachi. 

Addressing the r)0th session of the Indian Railway Conference Association at 
New Delhi, *Mr. Asaf Ali, Member for Transport, urged the need for a co- 
ordinated policy for transport development in India and declared that an 
increase in railway fares is inevitable. 

A challenge to. General Smuts. South African Premier, to grant the Indian 
community there the same statutory rights as the Depressed classes have in 
India, was made by Syed Raza Ali, former India €k>verumejit Commissioner in 
S. Africa, at New Delhi. 

Sir B. Radhakrishnau, leader of the Indian delegation, was elected chairman 
of the U. N. R S. C. O. Executive Council to be held in Paris. 

*6lh. The British Cabinet invited the Viceroy, Lord Wavcll, and five members 
of the Interim Government— two Congress representatives two Muslim League 
representatives and one Sikh to London to discuss the basis of the 
forthcoming meeting of the Indian Constituent Assembly. 

Sir Chimiinlal Setalved the Libt‘.ral leader, in a staiement at Bombay, 
criticised as ‘‘hopelessly impracticable** the idea of exchanging populations 
advocated by Mr. .Tinnah. 

Mr. R. K. Nehru, leader of the Indian delegation to the Preparatory 
Committee of the International Conference on Trade and Employment at London, 
declared that for the economic progress in India the primary objective is 
liquidation of poverty and raising the standards of^ living of the masses, for 
which increase of production and balance between industry and agriculture 
should be maintained. , „ , . , 

Mr, C. H. Bhabba, .Member for Works, Mines and Power, inau^rurating the 
l7th annual meeting of the t*cntral Board of Irrigation at New Delhi, stressed 
the need for a well-planned and co-ordinated irrigation policy in India. 

27th, The British Government’s invitation to the Viceroy and Indian 
leaders to come to Britain for consultation on the Indian political 
situation was announced in both the Houses of Parliament. Lord Pethio 
Lawrence, Secretary of State for India, said in the House of Lords, ‘ The 
purpose of the proposed discussion is to endeavour to reach a common under- 
standing between the two major parties on which the work of the Constituent 
Assembly can procjeed with the co-operation of all parties.” 

Sir .Tohn Colville, Governor of Bombay, returned to New Delhi from the 
United kingdom. 

Opening an exhibition of irrigati-.m, engineering and research organised by 
the Central Board of Irrigation, Pandit Jawharlal Nehru urged the need for 
public co-operation in working out the vast irrigation schemes in the country. 

Opposition to Mr. Jinnah’s proposal for the exchange of minorities population 
from the various provinces, was voiced by Sardar Swaran Singh, Leader of the 
Pantbic Party in the Punjab Assembly, at Lahore. He said that the Sikhs in 
the Punjab would not tolerate any move to this end. 

Pandit Nehru and Sardar Patel communicated to the Viceroy the Congress 
decision not to accept the Viceroy’s invitation to proceed to London for fresh 
political discuBsioiis, 

In reply to a question in the House of Lords. Lord Pethic-Lawrcnce sta^ 
that according to latest information available 6,700 deaths had occurred in India 
owing to communal rioting since the Interim Government took office on 
September 2. 

38th. Mr. M. A. Jinnah announced the formal acceptance of the Muslim Leajguc 
Party of His Bdajesty’s Government's invitation to visi the U. K. for discusaion. 

Acharya Krijpalani, the Congress President, announced the names of membeni 
of the new Working Comniittee m folio ws-*Maulana Abul KaUm Asad, 

t 
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Pandit Jawharlal NehrUf Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Mn. Sax^jini Naida, Dr. 
Raiendia Prasad, Bj. Barat Chandra Bose, Khan Abdul Ghafiar Khan, Mr. C. 
BaWojwlachari, B}. Bhankar Bao Deo, Mrs. Kamala Devi, Mr. Rafi Ahmed 
Kidwai, Jaiprakash Narain, Bardar Pratap Bintdii and Acharya Jugal 
Kishore (U: P.) 

The suggestion that **the British be now given six months' ultimatum to 
leave India Anally" was made ^ 6j. Jaiprakash Narain, the Socialist leader 
at Lahore. He said, **Tbe 194J Revolution and the struggle waged by the Azad 
Hind Fonz have so much weakened the British that they require one more 
push to be bundled out of India." 

Addressing the ninth session of the Transport Advisory Council at 
New Delhi, Mr. Asaf Ali, Member for Transport spoke of a co-ordinated 
scheme of all forms of transport and urged the formation of tripartite 
companies on the lines of the White Paper so far as passenger transport was 
concerned. 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Home Member, Government of India, issued a 
circular to all Departments of the Government asking them to appoint non- 
Indians only in ^‘exceptional cases and also for the minimum period necessary." 

Speaking on the British Cabinet's invitation to Indian leaders, Mr. Frank 
Anthony, leader of the Anglo-Indian community in India, said at London, 
^T'his invitation strikes me, on the face of it, as an attempt to rehash the 
work done by the Cabinet Mission, the effect of which would be to move 
matters backward and not forward." 

29th. In response to a personal appeal from Mr. Attlee and on assurance that 
no modiheation would be made in the British proposals, Pandit Nehru decided 
to go to Ijondon for talks. 

Tne nct^d of imparting military training to men and women in order to 
make them disciplined non-violent soldiers to combat the evil of commnualism 
was stressed by Mr. Barat Chandra Bose at Mynumsingh. 

The Londew Ttmes stressed the fact that in inviting the Hindu and Muslim 
Leaders to aci*.ompany the Viceroy, Lord Wavcsll. to London, the British 
Government had no desire to delay the meeting of tlie Constituent Assembly. 

The Congress decision to join the Ixmdon talks was welcomed at a prelimi- 
nary oonfcroncc between the Prime Minister, Mr. Clement Attlee and the three 
Cabinet Ministers. 

Problems connected with the future trade relations between India and the 
Unih^d Kingdom were discussed by W. Godfry, His Majesty's Trade Commi- 
aioner in India, with representatives of the I. Chamber of Commerce. 

Presiding over the conference of Btates* Ministers on Labour, Mr. Jagjivan Ram, 
Labour Member, asked that Btates should take immediate steps to meet 
criticism against the absence of provisions whereby the obligations of interna- 
tional labour convention might be assumed by Indian Btates. 

SOlh. Addressing the Convocation of the Nagpur University, Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, Home Membcr.said, ‘'Ihe biggest problem facing the country in how to 
solve the communal problem. The Muslim League is bent on a division of 
India even at the cost of bloodshed, others arc opposed to the division under 
any circumstances and will not be intimidated by the League's tactics." 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Home Member, described Mr. Jinnah's proposal for 
the exchange of population as an ''absurd" one which "can never 
materialize." 

The text of the oorrespondence between the British Premier, Mr. Attlee, the 
Viceroy and Pandit Nehru was released to the Press. 

Dr. N. B. Khare, in a press statement at Nagpur, said, <'It is high time now 
that Mr.Jtnnah is definitely and emphatically told that there never will be any 
Pakistan under any circumstances." 

December 1946 

The Vioeroy aod the five Indian leaders left Earaohi for 

Sir John Oolville was sworn in as acting Governor-Qeneral of 

India. 

Oommnnal distorbanoes fiared np in Galontta. 

The London talks between H. M. Q. and the Vioeroy and the five 
Indian leaders oommenoed. 
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The Standing Oommittee of the A. I. Newspaper Editors* Oonfereiioe 
met at Bombay. 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel reiterated his firm oonviotion **tbat the 
London talks could not solve the Indian problem." 

The Bengal Government declared a state of emergency in Calcutta. 

The London talks ended in a breakdown. 

Mr. Asaf All was appointed India*8 Ambassador to Washington. 

Ft. Nehru and Sardar Baldev Singh returned to Delhi from London. 

The Indian Constituent Assembly opened its session in New 
Delhi. 

Dr. Bajendra Prasad was unanimously elected as the permanent 
President of the Constituent Assembly. 

The recent negotiation between H. M. G. and the Indian leaders in 
London was reviewed in l:>oth the Houses of Parliament. 

Mr. Churchill speaking at the House of Commons charged the 
Labour Government as being fully responsihlo for the riots in India. 

The Governor of Madras prorogued the Mad ms Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. Jtnnah declared at Ijondon : "The sooner the British declared its 
intention of giving effect to Pakistau. the greater the chance of avoiding 
a terrific disaster.** 

Mr. Jinnah indicated tliat iho condition of the Muslim League 
entering the Constituent Assembly was the acceptance by the Congress of 
H. M. G.*b interpretation of the Grouping clauses. 

Mrs. V. L. Pandit. Leader of the Indian delegation to the U. N. O. 
returned to India from Washington. 

Pt. Nehru addressed the annual meeting of the Associated Chamber 
of Commerce at Calcuttai 

Discussion on Pt. Nehru's resolution in the Constituent Assembly 
was postponed. 

Mr. M. A. Jiiinah and Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan returned to India. 

The Constituent Assembly was adjourned till January "JO, 

The Viceroy returned to India. 

The Standing Committee of the All-India States’ People's ConfereDco 
met at Now Delhi, Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya presiding. 

Maulana Abul Kaluin Azad was appointed member of the Interim 
Government in place of Mr. Asaf Aii. 

Pt Nehru. Acharya Kripalani and Sj. Shankar Bao Deo met 
Mahatma Gandhi at Srirampur (Noakbali) and discussed current affairs. 

The 27th annual sessicu of the All- India Hindu Mahasabha met at 
Gorakhpur. Mr. L. B Bbopatkar presided. 

The 19th session of the All-India Women's Conference under the 
presidency of Lady Bamo Bao met at Akola. 

The 10th. session of the A I. Students' Congress opened at Now Delhi. 

Cessation of conferment of titles on Indians in British India was 
BUDOunoed in New Delhi. 

Ist The Viceroy Lord Wavell accompanied by Pandit Jawharla! N«rhru, Vice- 
President of tne interim Government, Mr. M. A. Jinnah, the Muslim League 
President, Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan, Finance Member aii<l Bardar llaldev Singh, 
Defence Member left Karachi by air for London. 

Sir John Colville was sworn in as acting Govcrnor-ileneral of India at 
New Delhi. 

,H. E. Sir John Jenkins. Governor of the Punjab, addroMing the membera of the 
iSinjab Civil Service at Lahore, dwelt on the role of civilians in New India and 
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aivUdd thsin to ba impartial ia politlca and aaj nothias wbich might bo 
embarraasiag to the Goreram^at ia poir^r. 

it was omoialiy aaaouacel ia Naw Oaihl that Sardar Patel would act as 
Vice-Presideat of the la^^erim Goveraoiiat durlag the abseaoe of Paadit Nehru 
from India. ^ 

▲ broad outliae of the proposed ezpaasion of air mail facilitiesi the telephone 
system and tele-communications in India was given by Mr. Krishna Prasad, 
Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs in an interview at Karachi. 

2 nd. Dr. iihyama Prasad Mookheijee was elected President-elect of the 27th session 
of the All-India Hindu Jlahasabha session to be held at Gorakhpur on Dece- 
mber 27, 28, and 2 ^. 

Mahatma Gandhi said at tirirampur (East Bengal), '*The question of exchange 
of population is unthinkable and impracticable. In every province every one is 
an Indian, be he a Hindu, a Muslim or of any other community. It would not 
be otherwise even if Pakistan came in full. 

Addressing the Natural Bcience Bub-Oommittee, Mr. H. J. Bhabba, the Indian 
ddmte to Uie United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
at Aris, forecasted that malnutrition in India may disappear wiUiin ten years. 

The death occurred at Lahore of Sir Jogendra Singh, former Member of the 
Viceroy's Executive Council. 

Mr. Arthur Henderson, Under-Secretary of State for India replied a number 
of questions in the House of Commons relating to the food position in India 
and the eiTorts made to increase shipments from abroad. 

Kesolutious demanding social and health insurance uchemes and expressing 
concern at the communal riots in the country and condemning the firings on 
workers of the S. I. iiailway and elsewhere were passed by the General Council 
of the A. I. T. U. C. which concluded its session at New Delhi. 

Communal disturbances fiared up in Dacca. 10 persons were killed and l9 
others injured during the day. A 48 hour curfew was imposed on the affected 
areas. 

8rd. Lord Wavell accompanied by Pandit Nehru, Mr. Jinnah, Mr. Liaquat Ali 
Khan and Hardar Balaev tiingh arrived in London. Later he discussed with 
the Premier, Mr. Attle and the three Cabinet Ministers, Lord Pethick Lawrence, 
Mr. A. V. Alexander and 8ir Htufford Cripps the ])olitical deadlock in India. 
Pandit Nehru also had a conference with the British Premier. 

The acting U. B. Secretary of Btate, Mr. l>ean Acheson, formally urged the 
Indian leaders to show a magnanimous spirit” and grasp the opportunity of 
establishing a stable and peaceful Government offered by the London 
Oonferencei 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru declared at London that India must resolve that, 
whatever the values of the problems they had to face, their methods and 
approach should be peaceful and co-operative, even though they might differ 
from each other. 

An appeal to all workers in India to organise Uiemselves in a disciplined way 
and prepare themselves for the supreme task of governing the country was 
made by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, acting Vice-President of the Interim 
Government addressing the workers of the Hindustan Mazdoor Sevak Sangh 
at Bombay. 

Dr. Kajendra Prasad celebrated his 63rd. birthday. 

The Standing Committee of the Ali- India Newspaper Editors* Conference 
met at Bombay under the presidentship of Mr. Tushar Kanti Ghosh. 

Mob outrages con tinned in Dacca. 

4Ui. Mr. Jinnah in an interview at London said, **Our cause is a righteous one. We 
want our freedom and also freedom for Hindus as well as all minorities in 
India. There we cannot iail in achieving our cherished goal of Pakistan ” 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, speaking at a reception at Bombay, said, ^‘whatever 
efforts at an understanding or settlement are made or whatever interpretations 
or assurances are given to the Muslim League representatives in England during 
the present talks, a real understanding between the Congress and the League 
can oe reached only in India.” He added that the Congress responded to the 
London invitation purely on grounds of courtesy. 

The formation of an All-Bengal Volunteer Corps as the remedy for the 
l^ent-day troubles in Bengal was suggested by Mr. Barat Chandra Bose at 
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Sill. Pandit Jawharlal Nehru, speaklug at a recoptiou in Landon, declared that 
aithoogh it might appear odd ior him even to r^or to aggression when India 
heraell was not a free country, India was ''poacrfui and dyuamio enough to 
go in for aggression,*' 

The attitude to be adopted by the Sikh members of the Constituent Assembly 
in its preliminary session was defined in a mandate approved by the Working 
Committee of the I*anthic Board, 

The Bihar Brovincial Muslim League, in a statement on the rtHx^tit communal 
riots in Bihar, demanded the setting up of an imimrtial and iude]>eiideiit 
Commission of Enquiry to go into the unprecedented massacre in Behar and 
also into the conduct of the Ministry during that {icriod. 

bardar Bate! reiterated his firm conviction in Bombay that the Loudon talks 
could not solve the Indian problem. 

beveii persons were killed and BO injured in fresh outbursts of trouble in 
Calcutta during the last day of the **Muhurrum" procession. 

6lh. bir b. Kadhakrishuau, leader of the Indian delegation to the U. N, £. 6. 0. O. 
at Baris returned to India. 

The Bengal Govern lueiit by a notification in the Calcutia Gazette declared a 
state of emergency in the ‘‘I’residency art-a’* of Calcutta. 

The London talks between iiis Majesty 's Government and the live Indian 
leaders, which concluded, laded to aeiiicvo immediate results.— A statemeni was 
issued by iiis Majesty's « ioverumeiit. 

The House ul Coniinoiis approviHl the India (Govcriiors* Allowances and 
Privileges) Order, whose object was to increase certain allowances to the Governor 
of bind. 

The appointment of Mr. Asaf Ali. Member for War Trans|K>rt, as India’s first 
Ambassador to Washington, was oltieialiy niinuunced in New Delhi. 

A tive-years programme of labour legiBliition and administration which ainuHl 
at bringing about an improvement in the working eomlitions, elUciency and 
standard of living ot workers was discussed at the Goniereiice ot Employers' 
and workers' Delegates at New Delhi, Mr. .lagjivan Kam, Luliour Member 
presiding. 

The Premier Mr. G. H. J lidayatuliah and Hsji Monla Paksh was declared 
elected to the Bind ijegisiative Assembly from the Landiioiders* constituency. 

Pandit Juwharlul Nehru, addressing Indian press eurrespoiidentH on the evo 
of his departure Irum Ixmiiun, saiil, **lhe t'anstituent ABseiiihly will be a self- 
direeting ami seU*deterniiuing body which will not tolerate outside interference." 

Khan Abdul (.ihall'ar Khan declared ai Lahore. *'1'i)e question whether the 
Frontier Province siiould or should not join any (noup vof the i'ubinet i'lan; 
should be entirely left to the people ol the Province." 

The suggestion that grouping ul provinces provided in the British Cabinet 
Delegation's May ill btate should be dropi>ed was made l)y Mr. bant 

Chandra Itose at Calcutta. 

7th. Pandit .lawharlal Nehru and Bardar Bahlev Bingb left London f >r India. 

A resolution urging ailequale representation ol the ludiaii Christians in the 
Minority Advisory Conimittee ul the Constitueut Assembly was passed by the 
joint Committee of the Ail-ludia Conference of indiuu Christians which met 
at Delhi. 

An informal meeting of the Congress members of the Constituent Assembly 
was held at New Delui. 

Mr. Gopiuath Barduloi, Premier of Assam in a Btatemcnt described the 
British Government's inlerpretaiion of their statement of May 10 as unrcMon- 
able and contrary to the principles of democratic Ifovernmeiii which would 
mean lorcing provinces which attained some status under the I'Jdo Act to 
submit to the dictates of larger provinci«. 

8tli« In his presidential address at the Convention on linguistic and cultural 
provinces in India held at New Delhi, Dr. I’atlahhi bitaramuyy a declared, 
**The issue ol linguistic provinces must be taken up us the first and 
foremost problem to be solved by the Constituent Assembly. The forming of 
a constitution lor a country would be meaningless if it was not 0 |>cn to the 
framera to determine the provinces ol the country," 

Pandit Nehru and Bardar Baidev bingh returned to Delhi. 

The Congress Working Committee met for three hours and cooaidered the 
preliminary agenda for the Constituent Assembly. 
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Sir 0. P. BftmMwami Aiyar. commenting on H. M. G/s December 6 statement 
said at New l>elhi» regtrd the statement as embodying the essence* if not the 
form* of Pakistan.** 

Sth. The Indian Constituent Assembly opened its session in New Delhi with Dr. 
Sachchidananda Binha as the temporary Chairman. Borne 205 representatlTeB of 
the S86 elected member from India were present. All the 74 Muslim League 
delegates were absent. 

In his inaugural address as the first President of the Indian Constituent 
Assembly, Dr. Sachchidananda Binha dwelt with the different aspects of the 
Constituent Assembly and referred to the Uiiitpd States constitution as a fitting 
model for Indian constitution makers. The U B. constitution, Dr. Binha said, 
should be studied by members of the Assembly because it was based on “a 
series of agreements as well as a series of compromises.** tie emphasised the 
need of reasonable agreements and judicious compromises** in framing a connti- 
tioii for a country like India. In his concluding speech, the president appealed 
to the Assembly to work with a **broad and catholic yision." 

The Htates* Advisory Committee, at its meeting in New Delhi under the 
chairmanship of the Nawab of Bhopal, Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes, 
reviewed the constitutional position in the country via-a-vi/t the Btates and dis- 
cussed the broad outlines of the policy to be followed by the Negotiating Commi- 
ttee set up by the Chamber of Princes. 

Bpeaking on the role of India in the U. N. O. Mrs. Vijayalakshmi Pandit, 
leader of mo Indian delegation to the United Nations, in a press interview at 
Washington, said, “India has no intention to become the satellite of any 
power, no matter how powerful. We desire the friendship of all nations of 
the world.** 

Mr. Artliur lloiiderson. Under Secretary of State for India, said in the House 
of Commons that it was the rosftonsibility of the provincial Governments to 
maintain law and order in India. 

Mr. Ghazuafar Ali Khan, Health Member, in a press interview at lAhorc, 
stressed the urgent need for a ^mpathetic appreciation of the viewpoint of the 
Muslim League. He maintained that the practicable and permanent solution 
of the Indian problem was an outright division of the country into Pakistan and 
Hindustan. 

The general election to the Sind Legislative Assembly was held throughout 
the province. 

At a meeting of the Congress Party members of the Constituent Assembly at New 
Delhi it was uiianitnously decided to nominate Dr. Kajendra Prasad as the 
Permanent Chairman of the Assembly. 

loth. Four resolutions, settling the procedure for the election of a permanent 
chairman, deciding the method of appointing a committee of Rules and Proce- 
dure, adopting for an interim period the rules and standing order of the 
Central Legislative Assembly and confirming the existing organisation of the 
Office of Oon-tituent Assembly, were passed in the second day's sitting of the 
Indian Constituent Assembly. 

t^ir Bhaffat Ahmed Khaii gave up his title of knighthood which had been con- 
ferred on him in 1935. 

The Congress Working Committee at its meeting discussed the proceedings of 
the Constituent Assembly. 


lltk. The Constituent Assembly unanimously elected Dr. Bajendra Prasad, Food 
and Agricultural Member, interim Government, as its permanent President, 
there being no other contestants. 

In his inaugural address in the Constituent Assembly, Mr. Bajendra Prasad 
stressed the self-governing and self-determining power of the Assembly. am 
aware." he said, **that this Assembly has been born with certain limitations 
placed on it from its birth. Ho may not forget, disregard or ignore these 
Hmitations in the course of our proceedings and in arriving at our decision. 
But I know, too, that in spite of these limitations, the Assembly is a self-govern- 
ing and self-determining independent body in whose proceedings no outside 
authority can interfere and whose decisions no one outside can upset or alter or 

^^e^recent negotiations between H. M. G. and the Indian political leaders 
was leviewtd in both the Houses of Parliament at London. In the House of 
Commons a two-day debate on India was force upon by the Conservative leader, 
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Hr. Churchill. Lord PethicV-Lawrenoe, Secretary of State for India, miewine 
the talks in the House of Lords said that a general debate on Indian affairs at 
the present would be inopportune and might destroy the prospects of settlement. 

Presiding over a Conference of Architects# which met at New Delhi, Mr. C. H. 
Bhabha. Member for Works. Mines and Power, -pointtHi out that Indian arohb 
teets must evolve a style of architecture which wouM be in keeping with the 
ancient traditions of the country and would best suit the needs of modern 
India. 

The scope for expanding trade between India and Australia was referred to 
by Mr. B. Meecham. leader of the Australian delegation to India, at a joint discu- 
ssion with the various commercial organisations in Oalcutta. 

The decision of the Government of India not to change the par value of the 
Rupee waa announced in a press communique from New Delhi. 

t2th. The Constituent Assembly adjourned without transaotiiig any business. 

The hope that despite mutual suspicions and fears, the Congress and the 
Muslim I^pie might eventually find tncmselvi»8 side by side in the Constituent 
Assembly and in the Stx^tions was expressed by Wr Stafford while open- 

ing the two-day debate on India in uie Houw* of Commons. **We are convinced 
now as we have never been,** he said, *^that it is only by such e^voperation that a 
satisfactory new constitution for India can be hammer'd out.** 

H. E. the Governor of Madras prorogutsl the Madras I.K«gis1ative Assembly 
and the liCgislative Council. 

Mr. Ifaridas Mitra of .lessore and Dr. Pabitra Kai of Dacca were released 
from the Aliiorc Central Jail. 

Mr. Winston Churchill. Ijcader of the OpjKwition, si^^nking in the House of 
Commons, charged the Labour < lover nmeiiCs polb*y that by inviting the 
Congress to form an Interim Government it has facilitated a st*ru^ of iiiasHa* 
ores unparalleled in the history of hulin. 

13lk. In the Constituent Assembly, Pandit Jawharlnl Nehru niovcnl n resolution, 
outlining the objoetive of tlie Assembly, namely the creation of a sovereign 
indefHuident republic of India. Ho also expressed regret at the absence of the 
Muslim li<‘ague Members of the Assembly and pleaded for the eo-0)>cration of all 
sections of opinion in the country In framing a new constitution. 

Concluding the debate in Imlia in the House of Commons, Mr. Alexander, 
Minisb'r- designate of Defence, warmly repudiated Mr. Churchill’s charge that 
the Labour Government had committed a cardinal error by inviting tht? 
Congress Party to form the Interim Government and aclcli^ that ho was 
shcK'kcd to hear Mr. f 'hurchill say that that action had precipitated a scrien of 
massacres over wide regions. 

Mr. M. .A. Jiunah, in a broadcast to the United States from liOndon, declared 
*'The sooner Britain declarcxl its intention of giving effect to Pakistan, Uie 
greater the chanee of avoiding a terrific disaster ” 

The Muslim Li'ague party secured a clear majority in the Sind Assembly 
elections having won 3 1 scats in a House of 60. 

Mm. Vijaya Lakahmi Pan<Ut, in statement nt London, criticised Mr. Churchill's 
apcech on * India in the House of Commons as '^embittered attacks which 
contain a mass of half-truths." 

.Mr. M A. .Tinnah indicated at London that the condition of the Muslim League 
for entering the Constituent Assembly was the unequivocal aceeptauce by the 
Congreas of the British (^vernment'a interpretations of the Grouping clauses in 
the Oibinet Mission's constitutional proposal for India. 

U. Baw, former Premier of Burma, said at Calcutta, 'T am confident that 
under the Vice-Presidentship of Ft. Jawharlal Nehru, India will get her Inde- 
pendence very soon. An independent India as a United Nation will be a Bourse 
of strength to Asia, strategically, politically and economically." 

The Ck>Dgres8 Working Committee met and considered the statmont of the 
British Government on the Constituent Assembly and the recent Parliamentary 
debate on India. 

IStk. Lady Cripps, in a press interview at New Delhi, said, '' Whatever may be 
the temporary difficulties, India and Britain must not lose faith in ea^ 
other." 

On her arrival at Karachi, Mrs Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, Leader of the Indian 
Ddegation to the United Nations declared, 'The British Government does not 
really have power to stem India’s constitutional advance any longer, in spite of 
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Uie ■entimenU expremcd bj the British regarding the diiunity niaoDK the M i« n 
communities And the possibili^es of a cUii war in India/' 

The dejrrfic of Doctorate in Letters was conferred on Pt Jawharlal Nehru at 
the Convocation of the Benares University. 

f6th. The view that the Pathans and Ptinjabis are two major nations and the 
very thought of grouping of N. W. F. P. wi'h the Punjab was revolting to the 
Pathan mind was expressed by Nawabzada Alla Nawa/, Khan, speaker of the 
N. W. F, P. L^islative Assembly. 

Addressing the annual general meeting of the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce at Calcutta. Pandit Jawharlal Nehru referred to Free India's relation* 
ship with otlier countries He aaid. “India's relationship with l^gland is very 
peculiar. But Uitc are many visible and invisible contacts made during the 
last ISO years" and this niaiionsbip will continue, ‘‘unless the break comes in 
such a way ns to poison the future.” Pt. Nehru further declaretl that various 
safeguards enjoyed by British commercial inU^rt^ts and industries in India 
which were ‘really discriminations* have got to go. 

'I'he Constituent Assembly cotitinueil discusMtoti of the resolution moved by 
Pandit Nehru defining the objectives of thn future Indian constitution. Opening 
the session Dr. M. H. Jsyaksr moved an amendment to the resolution, the object 
of the amendment being to postpone further consideration of the resolution in 
order to eniblc a fully attended Constituent Assembly, in which the Muslim 
T^esgiie and representatives of Indisn Htstes would be present, to consider the 
details of the resolution. 

Sis Kvsn Jenkins, the PunjAb Qovernor. addressing a meeting at Sargodha 
deprecated talks of civil war and transfer of population. ' 

Dealing with the (Government's intentions in setting up the (Constituent 
Assembly in India, Lord Peihick I.Awrence declared in the H. of Lords 
"H. M. G. do not consider that this issue is one which it is desirable ahould be' 
referred to the Federal (^onrt. The Htatement of December C makes it clear and 
also the interpretaitou which H. M. O. themselvea hold. The view of the British 
Government is that the interpretatinn should be accepteil by all parties." 

nth. In the Conslituent Assembly, Dr. Bbyama Prasad Mukherjee, supporting 
Pandit Nehru's resolution and op|K>sing Or. Jayak>ir's amendment to it, declared, 
*‘Our Hsnctinii is not the British Government or Parliament, our sanction is the 
people of India." 

Sir William Btampe Irrigation Adviser to the Government of India, addresaing 
the East India Association at London, said that the ideal way to encourage 
lasting comradeship between the East and the West was for both parties to take 
part in fostering India's agricultural economy. 

Bir Ohimanlal Setalvaa said at Bombay : “The British Government have 
'woefully bungled' on the question of grouping and a reference to the f^ederal 
Court for Interpretation of the grouping clause in the Cabinet Mission's statement 
will be fniitleaa." 

18th. In reply to a debate in the House of I^ords, I<ord Pethic Ijawrencc, Becretary 
of State for India, expressed the hope that *Hhu transition in India, difficult as 
it must neceasarily he, will be one carried out with goodwill, general consent 
and approval." 

In the Oonatituent Aaienibly, Bir N. Gopalaswaroi Ayyangar proposed an 
alternative to the question of going to Federal Court. He declared, "Going to 
Federal Court is abaolutely useless, as it will solve none of our troublea. The 
wiser *hing to do is to bring up a resolution in this Assembly, proposing a 
modidoation of clause 19 (5) which will provide that the method of voting should 
be by provincet in the sections so far aa the grouping matter is concerned". 
Supporting Dr. Jsyaksr's smendment. Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru. said, '*We 
are prepaiw to take into account all that is reasonable, but we cannot agree in 
any oiroumstanoee to allow one party to decide the fate of this Assembly/' 

Full support to Mr. Jinnah's propocal for exehauge of population as the only 
eatisfaotoi7 eolation of the present communal problem in the country wee made 
by Mr. Ghatanafar All Khan. Member of the Interim Government. 

In a press interview on Pandit Nebru'e reeolutioo in the Oonetituent Aseembly» 
Mr« T. R. VenkaUrama Sastri, President of the All Indis Liberal Federation 
•xpntsed himself in favour of the viewpoints put forward by Dr. Jayakar and 
Dl Ambedkar. 

A plea /or (olentioo. nnderitAndiag and for ao amieable lettlemenl of poUUoal 
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dUhnmem MBOog the pertiee in Indin wm mnde by Sir 0. 6eUlTnd» the libernl 
lindnr, nt Bombnf . 

19th, T^ debnte on Pnodit Nehrn'e reecdntlon on obieetiTce wee reenaed in the 
Oonetitnent Aeeeablj. Snpportlng the resolution end oppoting Dr. J«9eker*e 
naeodment, Sir Alindi Kriebneewemi Aiyer eeid, "Neither the HoeUm l^egoe 
nor the lodina Sutes would here n pinoe in the OoneUtaent Ateembly unleee 
they eubeeiibed to the principle of n eingle Indinn Union in terms of the 
Oebinet Miwion's stetement. It wss ineonoeifsble ihet eny constitution could 
be frsmed without n directing objective of which the present rMOlution wss s 
formnlstion.** 

Bsrdsr Abdur Rsb Nisbter, Oommunieetlons Minister eeid etPeshewer» *'This 
Constituent Assembly, where one of the mein constituents is ebeent, is nothing 
more then e mock eesembly. Ten erores of Muslims ere not going to eocept 
eny constitution which is not frsmed with their tscit epprovel end consent.*' 

An eppeel to the Muslims in Egypt end other MiddIn Eest Stetes to ooofwrete 
with Indisn Muf*ims in their struggle egsinst the Hindus was msde by Mr. 
M. A. Jiniieh et Csiro, on his wsy bsck to India from Ixmdon. 

20th Congress members of the Constituent Assembly dieeuseed the question of 
referring the dispute over Grouping provisions to the Federal Court. 

Dr. Khsii Bsheb, the Frontier Premier, said at New Delhi, ^'Nobody from 
outside could force the Frontier Province to join any group. The queetiou would 
have to be decided by s majority vote of the Frontier people themselves.*' 

Mshstms Gandhi s views on the * Oonsiitueni Assembly end the eitustion 
created by H. M. Q‘s Dec. 6 staiemt nt were given by Mr. Bijsy Ohsnd Bhsgwst 
and .Mr. Mohendrs Mohan Chowihury, two Assam Consreasmen who met 
Mshstms Gandhi on behalf of tbs Assam Premier, Mr. Bsrdolui. 

21st. Blr. M. A. Jinnsb, the Muslim League President and Mr. Lisquai AU Ehau, 
Finance M*?mb«r returned to India. 

At a press conference at Rsrschi. Mr. Jinnsh said. **Unleas and until the 
Coogreas unequivocally accepted the interpretation of December 6 statement of 
H. M. G., there wss no occasion for him to call a meeting of the Muslim 
League Council to revise its previoua decisions." 

In the Cofisiitiient Asseuably further dimmssion on Pandit Nebru'e reaoliiUoD 
was po<4tp(iiied until the next seaaioii. The Aaserobly set up s Ooromittee of six 
to coiift r with the Negotiating Cummittee formed by the Chamber of Princes. It 
also left three pUcee vacant for the Muslim League. 

The neeil for tneressed production of cloth in view of the steady deterioration 
in ita HvsiUbilit) in the country was the princiual subject of discussion si the 
moi ttng of the Indiistries Committee of the Textile Control Board at New Delhi. 

Opening the 2iiid sisaion of the Indian Utsiorical Reoorde CommUsion at 
Indore, Blr. C. Kajsgopnlschari, Education Member, urged the need for a co* 
ordinated and uoifarm Btate policy regarding the finding and etorage of historical 
documenta throughout Imlis. 

Giving her impressions of tie U. N. O. session, Mrs. Vijava Lakshmi Pandit, 
Leader of the Indian Delegation to the U. N. O. atated at New IVihi» Uiat the 
Iwo lessons she had drawn from her eximrience at the U. N. O. was first, 
India's status in inUTiiattonsl field wss fsirlv strong and secondlyt India's new 
foreign policy wss being appreciated by all other countrtee. 

32wA. The Conetituent Assembly conlinaed diicnasion in camera on the Draft 
Rulee and Proeedure Commiitee’e report. 

Reviewing the position arising from the Britieh Qoveroment'e etatemsot of 
December u and subsequent pronouncemeuts in Parliament, ibe Congress 
Working Committee, at its meeting, expressed the view that a referencs to the 
Federal Court waa "uncalled for, unbecoming and nusoited to the dignity of 
either the Coogreec or the Federal Court." The Committee further decided to 
eonveae an emergent meeting of the A. 1. O. C. on January 5 to oontidtr thn 
laleat developmenta. 

Mr. O. Raisgopalachari, Education Minister, sddreteing a meeting nt Indore, 
eallod npoo Indiana to banish untonebability from the country and "open the 
heaxHUiingt end purse-itrluga to enable Uarijane all over the oountcy to oome 
into their own." 

▼nine M tedhnieal education for the reganetaiion of a oouaity waa itveniod 
by Sir lata Ohaadra Oboab, Director, Indian Inetitute of Sdeoee, Bangalore, 

8 
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•dArMtiiig tiM ooB?ocath» of the NotfoDo] Conneil of Edneotion, Bengal oi 
Jadmor. Oalentto. 

2iri Tm Cooalitiioot Atiombly adjourned till January 20 altar pmaalog the repcrt 
and rulea of the Proeednra CoinmiUea and appoinuog three minor oommitteea. 

The Viaaroy. Lord Wafall ratarned to India from I^ndon. 

BoyeoU of tna forthaoning January elaetiona to the Kaabmir Btata Aaaambly 
waa aiinonnaad by Mr. Bakabl Gbulam Mobamed, Acting Preaidaot of the 
Kaabmir National Confarenea. . . 

Pandit Lakabml Kama Maitra (Oongreaa) waa declared elected to the Central 
Legiilntifa Aeaembly from the Oaicutu non-Mubammadan Conatituency in 
plaoa of Mr. Barat Obandra Boac. 

Mahatma Gandhi addreeaed a aommunication to the Bao|;al Premier. Mr. 
Sobrawardy aaeking clariScation of certain pointa and inritiog the Bengal 
Oorernment*n co-operation with regard to relief and rehabilitation work in the 
Noakbali diatrict. 

The need for foatering village indaatriea and handicrafta aa the aoundeat baaia 
for the iiiduatrial growth of the country waa urged by Mr. T. V. Kalytnaaundra 
Mttdaliar, opening the All-India Kbadi and Hwadeahi Exhibition at Madraa. 

24tb. A call to the Bikha to carry on their atniggle till a aatiafactory provision 
was made for safeguarding their in tereata In the future conatitution of India waa 
made by the Bikh Pratinidhi Panthie Board which met at Amritaar. 

The Hind Progreaeive Muslim Jamait, under the presideniahip of Hheikh 
Abdul Majid paaaM a reaolution criticising the Muslim League's policy and 
according lull support to the Oongreea in the task of eolation of the present 
problems In tbe country. 

The Working Committee of the Sind Provincial Mualim League conaidered a 
reaolution expreaaing *'no-oonfidence** in the Prcmieri Mr. Q. A. Hidayutullah 
and demanding hia rcUnquiahment from office. 

An appeal to tbe Ooaiia to merge all diflerences of caste and reli'^ioo ‘*in the 
urge to create a republic of Uinduatan which will be aeculsr and will give 
protection to all religions" was msde by Dr. Ram Manobar Lohia, the Oongreea 
Bocisliat leader. 

A Communique iaeued from New Delhi aniiounced the appointment by tbe 
Canadian Government of Mr. John I). Kearney, as High Commiaaioner for 
Canada in India. 

Mahatma Gandhi in hit poat-prayer s)>eech at Hrirampur (Noakhali) aaid. "I 
have come here neither to dicoredii the Bengal Qovernmi nt before tho eyes of tbe 
world or to embarrasa them. If the Bengal ministera feel that my presence la 
embarrasaliig to therof then I would certainly consider my position. My mission 
is of supreme importance and if it succeeds it would have profound influence 
not only in Bengal but throiigbout tbe country and the world/’ 

Mlk A complete overhaul of the PollUoal Department for the proper adrolniatra- 
tioD of the tribal areae was demanded by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the 
Frontier leader at Lahore. 

Mr. Jiistioe Cbagla, Member of tbe Indian Delpgation to the U. N. General 
Assembly, declared at Karachi that India's achiovemeut in the Houth African 
dispute was a "great victory." 

Preaiding over the 21at. aecsleoof the All-ladta Foetal and R. M. 6. Ootiferenee 
at Akola, Mr. Mrinal Kanii Bose, President, All-India Trade Union (^ugreaa 
declared that the recommandation of the Pay Commission were insdrquste and 
would not help to allsviste the dietreaa of lower grade postal employees. 

tBih. The Standing Committee of the All-India States' People’s Conference, which 
mat at New Delhi under tbe presldeutsbip of Dr. Patubhi Sitarsmayya, paaaed 
a resolution expreasitig Its ''whole-hearted approval of tbe resolution before the 
Oonadtuent Assembly on the Declamtion of Objectives. 

A three-point programme for tbe derelopment of agricultural economy in 
India on aoieiitiBo linos waa outlined by Sir Manilal B. Nanavati, presiding 
ovar the seventh confereikce of the Indian Society of Agricultural Economies at 
Karachi. 

Aoharya Kripalanl, tbe Coogreaa PresidcDt, commenting on Field Marshall 
Smnta* recent speech In Pretoria, said, "Racisl imperialism is even more odious 
than economic imperialiem. So long ae either of them prevails, there can no 
panes In the world." 
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FiMidinK om ^ 7lit. latonikUoaid ConveoUM ol tin Tlnowpiiiwl 8ootot]r 
rt Adyar. Mr. C. JinaraJdaM made a attooK ptaa aKaiaat Uttaniaa ia palilias 
whleh reeuliad in comm anal ouibartm. 

Mr. i>e?eiwar Sbarma, ttpcaker of the Attim LoicitUtife Ataembly, tald at 
QnabaU, **Tlie Atum membcra of the Conaiituent AMemblj woo Id follow 
Implicitlj the meudete giiven bj Uie FroviiKsiel Ammblj not to tit in eeetloaa 
at deaiKoed in the State raper.'^ 

t7th. A Preu oommaniqae imaed from New Delhi aunoanecd the appointamat of 
Mauiana Abut Kalam Azad ae a member of the Interim Uovernmeut In the 
▼aoancy created by the appoiiitmeot of Mr. Aaaf All aa India's Ambaaaador In 
Waabinition. 

Pandit Nehru, Acharya Kripalani, and Mr. Shankar Rao Deo arrlfod at 
Calcutta CD route to Sri ram pur (.Soakhalt) to meet Mahatma Gandhi. 

A four-point protcranirae to prd|>a>tote the "ideaa and ideal# for whiob the 
Hindu Mahasabha atanda for and to indicate to the Hiudiia the bright lines of 
their defence againat Mualtm a^grcaaioti waa outlined by Mr. L. B Bhopatkar* 
preaidiiig over the 27th annual araeion of the All-Indie Hindu Mehaeahhe at 
Gorakhpur. 

Inaugurating the All India Hindu Mabaaabha session, Dr. Sbyama Prasad 
Mukherjee aatd, '‘If all the members of Uie Conatituenl Assembly remain united 
end proceed siith their task frittiotit any anxiety to appeaac the Muelim League 
or to make any surrender oti the fundsnientsl issues of Indian unity and 
liberty, there ia no power on earth that can ultimately stand in the way of 
attainiiig the goal, but, to my miud. it aceina certain that India mutt paaa 
through another atage of bitter struggle before she attains her complete freedom." 

Mahatma Gandhi, in his post prayer speech at Srirampur, said, "if Indiaoe 
were foolish enough to qusrrel amongst lh«rosel?ea when the Briliih had 
quitted, then India would pass under control of the United Nationa’*. 

The Siaiidtiig Committee of the a II- India States* People’s Coiiferenee paaasd 
resolutions on the general situation in the States and on Hyderabad and Raahmir. 
The resolution on the general situation demanded the complete orerbaul ol the 
Political Department, both in its pei sonnet and its relation with the Gofernmeat of 
• India and the States. 

18 th. Pandit Jswbarlal Nehru, Achsrya Krtpalani and Hj. Shankar Kao Deo, met 
Mahatma Gandhi at Srirampiir tNoskhali) and had long diacussioiis. The reeent 
London talks, the prooreditigs of the first session of the Constituent Ataembly 
and also the Grouping isstia were the subject matters for discussion. 

The v>ossibUity— if not the probability --of a breakdown of tbs Interim Govern- 
meat within the next six months, which might precipitate a revolutionary etrugglt 
against the Hritish on the basis of a oonstitutiou framisd by the Couatliuant 
Assembly, was forecast by Mr. Jai Prakash Naraiii, the •ooialist trader at Delhi. 

Presiding over the 19ih. session of the All India Women ’• Oonfersnen at 
Akola, Lady Dhaovsnti Rama Uso deplored the communal strife in the country, 
condemned the propaganda which bad ted to sueh eoiiditiona and appealed to the 
womeu of the countrv to wo.k in co-operation with all (mmmunttlea in order to 
restore mutual confidence among them. 

Or. Rajendra Prasad, President of the Ooiiatituent Assembly said at Bareilly# 
"The Ooustitution thst was being evolved by the Constituent Ataembly would oe 
•o framed as to be acceptable to all groups in India.” 

Addressing the 10th session of the All- India Btudaota’ Congress at New Delhi, 
Mr. Jai Praksab Naraio, asid, "we are moving fast towards a revolution, whloh 
li aeveral times bigger in intensity than that of the 1842 revolution. Tbit will not 
only daatroy the Britiah Government and the Viceroy but also oommunaliem and 
the Princely Order and all thoee who have etood in the way of Indla'a 
independence." 

28th. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Home Member, addreaaiog a gathering of labourm 
at Ahmedabad, declared that the only obstacle to India's freedom to-day WM 
internal atrife and it behoved everyone to rid the country of thia weakneea. 

Mr. Qoptnath Bardoloi, the Assam Premier had an interview with Mahatoia 
Gandhi at Srlranpur In connection with the queetion of Assam’s grouping lato 
aectiona. 

'riM AtModk Hinda MMbfMit .t the 2Dd d.y‘. MMioa puMd itWiatIflMlM 
tb. fautM wwadtatioB of India .ad on tba TMent .tantt In MoaUuU. 
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Polioe opeaed ftra la AlUbabad followiag the ooonrreoca of diatorfaaaoaa ia 
Um 0U7. 

Dr. Kai«adra Praaad, addraaalag tba aecoad day's sessioa of the A. L Btadoats* 
Coagrsss. dsplofed tba diffaraneas anoag ladtao stadeDls sod urged tba aaed for 
aa oaited front to aolfa tba latriaata problems fseiog tbs eouotrj. 
aotb. Pandit NabrOf Acbarjs Kripalant and Bj. Bbsnksr Hao Deo retaraad to 
Osloutta from Brlrampur an routs to Ddbi. 

An appeal lor eo-oparation between tbs Qovernment, the emplorar and the 
worker to raise tba standard of living of tbe people of India was made by Mr. 
J» E. Walker* former LMder of tba European Party in tbe Bengal Assembly, 
addressing tbe Kotory Club at Calcutta. 

A resolution einbodying tbs future progrsmme of tbe Hindus which enTisagas 
the formation of **Hioduathan National Guards'* for tbe purpose of self-defenoe 
was passed at tbe Atl-lodia Hindu Mabassbbs session which concluded to*day. 

Tbe A. 1. Women's Conference endorsed the Indian women’s charter of rights 
and the memorandum on planning national welfare drafted by tbe Btanding Oom- 
mittae and requested the Constituent Assembly to incorporate their fundamental 
points in tbe constitution of an Indian Kepublio. 

Inaugurating the annual Conference ol tbe All-lndis society of Agricultural 
Economies. Mr. M. R. Masaiii. 11. l. a. (Central) urged tbe drastic reduction cf 
land revenue and the eetablisbment of parity of pricea in order to give a fair deal 
to the peasant, tbe backbone of economic India. 

•1st. It was officially announced in New Delhi that in future no titles would be 
conferred on Indians in British India* whether military or civilian. 

Pt. Nehru, Acharya Kripalaol and Bj. Bbatikar Kao Deo returned to Delhi 
from Calcutta. 

Addressiiig tbe A. I. Students' Congress. Pandit Jawhsrlsl Nehru said, "Tbs 
struggle for freedom is going on as intensely aa ever in many shapea and forms. 
Our part in it is tbe defeat of all reactionary elements in India which are lining 
up with Foreign elemeiita and trying to impede our march forward.” 

The Bengal Provincial Congress Committee adopted a resolution calling upon 
all law«abtding oitisena to orgsiiiae themselves for self-defenoe instead of depending 
on tbe Govern mental machineries, which had failed to msintsiu law and order 
in the Province. 

The Experts* Committee of tbe A. I. States* People*s Conference published a 
report laying down ten prinoiplee which formed tbe basis of Kesponsible 
Oovernment in Indian States and suggesting tbe grouping of tbe Ststee into 
regional units. 



India in Home Polity 

Since the outbreak of the Second World War of the SOth century* 
it has devolTdd upon us to trace the meaning and significanoe of 
1^0 World world events as these from a distance affected India's 
Wars— a straggle evolution towards a free Statehood and as these were 

agalMt Briulns affected by the struggles in India striving "to rid 
monopoly herself of alien rule and in the process rid herself 

of the weaknesses in her body politic. During the last few years 
since September, 1939. Britain tried to assert her power over India's 
destiny* to utilize India's resources for her own war of survival. This 
war may have been caused by Hitler's Germany, but developments in 
Europe, the emergence of the Soviet Union, for instance, the rise of 
the United States and of Japan sot in motion conditions that would 
disturb the monpoly enjoyed by Britain since the middle of the 18th 
century. The last two world wars had been fought to rid the world 
of this monopoly and re-establish some sort of a balance between the 
competing ideologies of the world represented by certain States or a 
combination of these States. This is the inner meaning of the alarums 
and excursions that were heralded by the Boer War and that 
have not reached finality even after Britain has weathered the storm 
by helping to defeat the ambitions of Germany and Japan to have 
a place in the world order proportionate to their peoples' capacity. 
Other peoples' claim to have a share in the primacy tha) Britain 
enjoyed has appeard on the horizon — the United States of America 
and the Soviet Union representing these new claimants. Even after 
eighteen months of the end of the Second World War, we do not find 
that competitions that create conditions of war have ceased. And the 
world appears to be as far off from stability as in August, 1914 
when the First World War burst out to start a process of disequi- 
librium in the world's affairs. 

India has been a victim of these oscillations and shifts, more unoous- 


cionsly reacting to their demands ; her lack of political freedom bad forced 


ladles re-aetion 
to BHUIb*b new 
role 


this vegetative role on her. The policy of keeping her de- 
pendent on Britain's might robbed her the power to 
consciously readjust her ideas and necessities to the 
altered circumstances of the times. As in 1914 so in 


1939, India was made a participant in a war in which she felt and 
believed herself to be unconcerned. It was Britain's necessity that for- 
ced this subservience on her. And though Nationalist India revolted against 
il— -the out-burst of August-November, 1942, being a demonstration 
of this fact, — it could not halt the exploitation by Britain of her 
human forces and natural resources. But when the Second World 


War ended, Britain found herself weaker than the United States and 
the Soviet Union, though her flag flew over areas larger than those 
under the control of these two States. And her Labour Government 


found itself face to face with an economic mal-adjustment that de- 
prived her of all initiative in world affairs. This condition of things 
forced on her ruling classes a policy of reconciliation with the depeu- 
dent part of her Empire. India and Burma became the first oonoem 
pf the British Government so far as this new approach to solyini inter* 



62 THE INDIAN ANNUAL BSQlSTBR t nn.T *46-- 

racifti relations were conoemed. The Cabinet Delegation to India that 
laboured for about four months to straighten out lodo-British rela- 
tions returned disappointed with the non-appreciation by Indian parties 
of the honesty of their policy and the wisdom of the practical mea- 
sures proposed to advance it. We have seen how the Indian National 
Congress had accepted the plan announced on May 16» 1916. and 
rejected that made on June 16. The AlMndia Muslim League accepted 
both the plans, and manouvred to gat into the Interim Qovemmenl 
sketched in the June 16 plan and dominate it in the absence of the 
representatives of the Congress. The manouvre failed because the Cabi- 
net Delegation and the London Government did not much appreciate 
the prospect of leaving the greatest political organization in India un- 
represented in the Government and unreconciled to the new solution of 
the Indian problem. How the leadership of the Muslim League felt 
about it was revealed in course of a Press Conference held by Mr. 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah in the morning of July 81. 1946. 

**There is not the slighest Uoubi that after we did this (accepted the plan of 
Federation and *'GroupiQK*’ suggested in the May 16 plan) the Cabinet Delegation 
and the Viceroy went back on their word within ten days with regard to their pro- 
posal embodied in their atatement of June 16. which was announced to be final. 
They put the most fantastic and diahooest interpretation on Paragraph 8. 

To appreciate this charge made by Mr. Jinnah against 
Clausa 8 A Its the British Government's interpretation of clause 8 of 
iatsrpreUtlona the June 16 Statemeut, this interpretation should bo 

quoted. Wo quote both these below. 

Clause In the creut o! the two major parties or either of them prorIng 
uawilHog to Join in the setting up of a Coalition Gorernment on the shore lines. 
It Is the loteiiiion of the Viceroy to proceed with the formation of an Interim Qor- 
ernmeut which will be as repreaentatire as possible of those willing to accept the 
Btatement of May 16. 

Iq course of his letter dated June 28 (1946). to Mr. Jinnah, Lord Wavell 
■aid ; 

**You will remember that at an interriew which the Oabinet and 1 had with you 
on the ereuing of the S.'ith June, before the meeting of your Working Committee at 
which you accepted the proposal in the Btatement of the 16th June, we explained 
to you that at the Oongrees had accepted the Btatement of the 16th May while refusing 
to take part in the 'Interim Gorernment* propoeed In the Btatement of the 16th June, 
this had produced a situation in which Paragraph 8 of the Btatement of the 16th 
Jane took efieot. " 

Lord Wavell appeared to suggest that the Congress by aoceptiug the 
Statement of May 16 became entitled to be invited to the Interim 
Government in its representative capacity as the biggest organiza- 
tion of the country. Mr. Jinnah appeared to have been led to be- 
lieve that the Cabinet Mission were '*iD honour bound to go ahead 
wi^ the formation of the Government as all contingencies including 
the rejection by the Congress were contemplated and provided for in 
the Statement of June 16, and Clause 8 of the Statement taken along 
with the context is quite clear." Sir Stafford Oripps who continued 
to be regarded as "the brain trust" of the Oabinet Mission gave, 
however, an interpretation of Clause 8 which outs the ground from 
ondar Mr. Jinnah's contention. We quote from Hansard what Sir 
Stafford said in reply «to an **interieoted enqniry" by Mr. Biofaiurd 
Butler (Conservative) as to the meaning of this ps^oolar Clause iu 
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iha Btatement of June 16. on the oooesion of hit ttatement made in 
the House of Commons on July 18, 194b. 

**lf either the Congrett or the MuHlim Lei^giic would not content to come 
into the Cotlition Governmciit, th^'n the tcheinc for the rcmlition Government 
went becaate it would no longer be e i^Mlition, eiul wc would havo to t\ud some 
other Interim Oovemmcut of thoec who accepte d the sclicnu* of May IC.*' 

In anothor part of his spoecin he doscrilied t’jo bchlmLthe 
scenes negotiations that Mr Jinnah had b>on engaged iu with the Cabinet 
Babiii4'-tha>teeo6s Mission and Lord Wavell. The foIlo\vit)g rather long 
nefollallons and extract from it is necossary to undorstand the trend 

Mnslim Leagae of the tactics of the Muslim League leador. 

taetles 

*4t was made jxrrfectly cl?*Ar to Mr. Jinnah on more than one ocimsioii that 
neither the Viceroy nor the Mmsioa would uccrpt his claim to a moiioiwly of the 
Muslim appointmmts (m the Interim < iovcriiin utt; though the MiiHltin Ltwgue 
was certainly to be regarded an the major ri>pr. ^^f'litutive of Muslim interests. 

**Up to June 16 thus indicaWd the Mnslim l^eague only, as neither the C^ii' 
gresB nor the Bikhs had up to that tine* givem any deoisitni * They decided . .. tt) 
accept the Statement of May 16 while nnfortiinutrly rejecting the fait^rim (rovern- 
meut proposals. 

“Imiiicdiatoly we received the letter from the (\>ngn*ss we saw Mr. Jinnah 
and told him die position, giving him a copy of tlo* letter snd informing him that 
the •cherno of June 16 had fallen to tie* ground eiiici* Uu* (\mgress had turiieil it 

down up to that inomtnt the Mtnibm League Imd arrived at no dcHusion as to 

their attitude to the pro|Hisal of June id 

*'Mr. Jinnah went straight from his inerting with us to his Working t'oro- 
mittee who had passed a rcaiolutioii aecepting the scheme of June 16. Pnviumably, 
Mr* Jinnah told his Working Committee what hud passed at the inUTview 

*VUr. Jinnah seisin ed to think that accepting by the Cougn sa of the Maiemeiit 
of May 16 had put him into a false txisitioii* and that we should have procmled 
forthwith to the formation of an Interim Government with the Muslim L'ague 
alone. 

**lt is easy to rcali/.e the <iisap[H>tnttneiit of Mir. Jinnah that the (Vmgresa had not 
accepted wiiat'appurently se<!med to him an H<*ceptnb}e arrangi fueiit (of June 16) for a 
Coalition (jovernment being set up, whde td the sum** time fpialifying thi iiiselvea for 
consultation ut»on the forinatinn of some other Internn tioveniineiit hy agn'eiiig 
to opi‘rate the plan of May iG. Mr. Jinnah was anxious to enter the Coalition 

Government, but as I’aragraeh H of that statement made the aettlng up of 

auch a (tovernment de|HUidcir on accrplttiico hy both the parties, it wan ini|K>Hsib<e, 
to procml upon that basis when one party -and the iinijor party*— bad stated ill 
tin willingness lo accept." 

In order to understand tlio genesis of tho difficulties tliai stood 
in the way of the formation of the Interim Government, one should* 
inform himself of Mr. Jinnah's version of the story 
Mr. Jinuaha This we got from his stutemeut issued through tho 

own vortion Press on tho 29th June, 1946. Prom a perusal of 

it, we come to learn that Lord Wavoll revived his 
"parity" profiosal first suggested in July, 1945. On that occasiony the 
'^parity'* was sought to be established between the "'Caste Hindus** 
and Muslims ; on the present occasion it was "5 : 5 : 2. i. e. 6 r present- 
ativas of the Muslim League. 5 of tho Congress, 1 Bikb, 1 Indian 
Christian or Anglo-Iodiau *' Mr. Jinnah asserted that "the Viceroy 
did make a clear representation to me'* that ho would proceed to 
form the Interim Government on this basis. "The Viceroy further 
authorised me to make that representation to my Working Committee 
and the Council of the All-India Muslim League which I did, and it 
wae on this basis that both the Working Committee and the Oounoil 
were induced to aooept the Long-term plan (May 10) and the proposal 
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for the loterim OoTernmeot (Jaoe 16) together es e whole." Mr. 
Jinneh oalU this 'VepresentatioD** an assuranoe that there will be 
only 13 portfolios, 5 on behalf of the League, 5 Ooogress, 1 Sikh. 
1 Ohristian or Anglo-Indian*'. Lord Wavell denied that there had 
been any **as8oranoe about 6:6:2 ratio," though he confessed that 
‘this was what I had in mind." It appears that on June 13 the 
Viceroy ‘'suddenly" presented a new formula to Mr.^Jinnah for the 
composition of the Interim Government, i, e. “5 : 6 : 3. This fonnula 
was unaooeptable to the Oongress and the League leader was informed 
of this failure on the 16th June. Fallowed the Statement of June 16, 
Paragraph 8 of which informed the world that Lord Wavell “is, 
therefore, issuing invitations to the following to serve as members of 
the Interim Government on the basis that the constitution-making will 
proceed in accordance with the Statement of May 16th : Sardar Baldev 
Singh, Sir N. P. Engineer, Mr. Jagjivan Bam, Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan. Mr. C 
Bajagopalaohari, Mr. H. K. Mahtah, Dr. John Mathai, Nawab 
Mohammad Ismail Khan, Kbwaja Sir Nazimuddin, Sirdar Ahdur Bab 
Nistar, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Dr. Bajendra Pra^^ad.J^ It will 
be apparent that this list does not maintain the ‘ parity** formula 
between the Congress and the League ; the number of membors is 
increased disturbing the proportion of the CongreBS and the League 
in the whole Government Another fact has to be taken note of in 
oonneotioD with Muslim ropresontation. Though the Muslim League 
was not accepted as the sole representative organization of the Muslims 
of India, in the Interim Government no other party representawe of other 
Indian Muslims find a place. Thus in practice the Cabinet Mission 
and Lord Wavell accepted the Loague claim that they alone have 
the right to speak and act on hob ilf of Indian Muslims. This 
ih facto recognition did not evidently satisfy Mr. Jinnah, and drove 
him to angry outbursts. In his reply to Lord Wavoll’s letter of 
June 28, Mr. Jinnah was markedly on the offensive. 

••The explanation that voii now give in your letter under reply of what took 
place between me and the Cabinet Delegation and yourself does not change in any 
way the position. The fact is that you did not communicate to me your views 
omciallylltalicn our$) before the meeting of the Working rommitteti. 1 reques^ 

J ou to send your views officially to me, and yon did so by your letter of the 25th 
une which reached me at mid-night after the Working Comraittee had passed 
their resolution which was released to the Vnm according to th«^ solemn agree- 
ment that we were to give our reply immediately after the decision of the tjougress. 
If yon wish to Uke the credit that some idea was given to me of the change ou 
your part in the course of the interview where wc discussed so many things, you 
may do so.” 

This summary of the Wavell- Jinnah oorrespondenoo that appeared 
in Mr. Jinnah*i statement ou June 29 to the Press ended with a 
grave charge ageinst the Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy. Herein 
Mr. Jinnah asserted that those high personages "had gone back 
on their word within ten days of the publication of their final 

proposals in not implementing the Statement of the 16th June 

he quoted with approvid what somebody else had said : ‘'Statesmen 
should not eat their words.'* We cannot explain the causes of this 
bitterness on Mr. Jinnah *8 part. There may bo something in the 
ittterpretetion of Sir Stafford Oripps that Jinnah had reason to 
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10 tel **aiMppotiitmeai*' lhat Lord WavaU and the Oabinefc Misdm 
nfaaad or felft miable to toe hie own line-^orm the Interim Ooremineiil 
**witli the Muslim League alone.'* This was what Mr. Jinuah had been aobeni* 
ing tor since Lord Linlithgow gate him a "veto** on constitutional adranee In 
India. On the present oocaeion, the Government appeared to have developed 
a certain amount of indecision with regard to the interpretation of 
paragraph 8 of the Statement of June 16. For we find them invit- 
ing Mr Jinuah on the evening of the 25th June at 5-30 p.m. to 
an interview. What followed, we will allow Mr, Jinnah to describe, 

** I was Puirtenty {Italics ours) caUeil bv the Cabinet iH^lffpitioti and 

the Viceroy; fmtastic ioterprotations were sugeestea of the Statement of the ICih 
June in the course of uur talk and 1 was askoii to give my opinion ; and I em- 
phatically difTered from them. It was that they will communicate in 

writing to me finally their views and the action they two]H>sed to take. The Vice- 
roy then sent me his letter dated the 2'>th June, whicn reach^^d me at mid- 

night after the resolution of tae Working Committee was passed and released to 
the Press If, as it is now sought to make out. they had already come to their 
final decision as to the course thov were going to adopt, why was the decision 
not communicated to me by the Viceroy earlier on the of June instead of 
calling mo for discussion as to the correi*t interpretation or true construction of 
Paragraph 6 in the Statement of June Ifi. and then informing me that the Cabinet 
Delegation and the Viceroy will coinnmnieate with me as to what they proposed to do? 

We have Mr. Jinnah hero in his most Querulous of mood, making 

11 a grievance that he should have been "suddenly* asked to disouM 

things that decisions should not have been "officially** 
^^Caaariis? convenient hours though broad hints had 

aland ^Int been thrown at him indicating the minds of the Oabinet 
Mission and of Lord Wavell. Ho ain>eared to suggest 
that the delay in sending the reply 'officially'* on the 25th June 
was a trap to which his Working Committee succumbed, and under 
false hopes accepted the Juno 16 Statement with the hope of securing a 
domintnt position in the Interim Government. Baulked of this objective, 
the Muslim League leader could only fly into rage. The leadership 
of the Indian National Congress were free from this opportunism of 
the League leader, and they had a broader principle by which to judge 
every suggestion of the Britisli negotiators and of the Muslim League* 
This principle was indicated in the letter of June 25 addressed by 
Maulana Abui Kalam Azad, President of the Congress, to Lord WavelL 
“The C>)iigres8, as you are aware, is a national organ ixat ion including in its 
fold members of all religions and communitu*s in India. For more than half 
a century it has laboured for the freedom of India and for equal rights for all 
Indiaos. The link that lias brougbt all various grou)»s and communities iogtf- 
ther within the fold of the (kiugress is the passionate desire for national iiide|Hm- 
dence, economic advance and social ef|uality. It i*4 from Uiis point of view that 
we have to judge every proposal. Wcho]Nrd that a Provisional National Government 
would be formm whiim would give efifcct in practice to this iiidcfiendencc. 

Appreciating some of your difficulties, we did not press for any statutory 
change introducing indeiicndencc immediately, but wc did expect a de faHo change 
in the character of the (tovernroent making for independence in action. The status 
and powers of the Provisional (»overn men t were Uius important. 

In our view this was going to be something entirely difTerent fmm the Vice- 
roy's Exeentive Council your letter dsted 30th Msy. 1946. gsve us certain 

assurances about the status and powers of the Provisional (iuvemment. These did 

not go far enough, but we ...decided to accept the assursnecs and not to 

pieis this particnlar matter any further/* 

Sir Stafford Cripps in his report to the House of Commons 
(July Id, 1946) admitted that **the Congress always insisted upon the 
noo-oommnnal nature of its organisation and it has fully demonatrated 
9 
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tbit fftot by itf nominfttioii of personnel to those Prcrrineiel 
Ooyemments in which it had large majorities.*’ From a wider point 
of irfew it became clear that the Congress was wise (in upholding 
that ^*tbe question of the Interim) Government should first be 
settled after which a settlement as to the Constituent Assembly 
should follow/' The British Government thought otherwise upholding 
the Muslim League contention that "they could not discuss the 
oomposition of the Interim Government until the long-term question 
associated with the setting up of the Constitution-making machinery 
had been settled." The course of negotiations demonstrated 
that the * short-term" settlement, announced on June 16, created all 
the difficulties and ultimately wrecked all chances of success of 

the **loDg-term*' procedure indicated in the Statement of May 16. The 
real order of things, suggested by the Congress, may have met with 
the same failure. For, since 1940, the British Government had creat- 
ed a vested interest for the Muslim Ijeagua in endowing it with a 
**veto power" over all constitutional advance in India. Writing in 

Decemher, 1947« on developments that took place in the middle 
of 1946, we have felt that an air of unreality hovered over all our 
attempts to interpret mon and things of the earlier period. But a 
publicist cannot escape tho responsibility of recapturing the past and 
seeking to bring out of it meaning and significance that would explain 
the present. Bir Stafford Cripps* report enables us to do this work 
and to bring out the differences in India that halted the Eiabour 
Government’s desire to solve India’s political problem. When he made 

the report, he and his colleagues in the Cainnet Mission liked to 

nurse the impression that **both the parties'* in India would *'go into 
the Assembly (Constituent) with the object of making it work," as 
they had "quite categorically" stated that this *'wa9 their intention'** 
But one of the parties up:)ot the arrangement by its decision of July 
29* 1946, when by solemn resolutions they withdrew support to tho 
Oabinot Mission’s Plan, "long-term" and "short-term" both. The Cabinet 
Mission left for England on the 29th June* and something must have 
happened during the next 30 days which drove the Muslim League 
to declare its non-co-operation with the Plan. We do not know. But 
this we do know that Mr. Jinnah felt himself to have "lost face", 
and in his anger he switched his organization to a line of activity 
that proved itself to be treachery to next-door neighbours and not to 
the alien State in India. 

The resolutions by which the Council of the Muslim League 
withdrew their acceptance of the Cabinet Mission’s Plan will be found 
, elsewhere in this volume. We will not reproduce here 
condemnatory resolution passed on July 29, 1946. 
molntten however, propose to quote the operative resolution 

that was passed to demonstrate the resentment of the 
League. It has been called "Direct Action" resolution ; a misnomer 
it proved as the Muslim League did nothing against the alien autho- 
rity in the way of "direct action" ; there was no agitation directed 
against any practice of this Government. The resolution said : 

Whereas the League has today resolved to reject the proposals embodied 
in the Statement of ihe Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy of May i6, l9^, 
due to tho uitranBigenco of the Congress on the one hand and with the breach 
of faith wiUi Uie Muslims by the British Government on the other; and 
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w htM Hulim India hni enhansted without lucoeat all cAbrte to find a peaodOl 
•olntimi of the Indian problem bv compromiao and eonititntionid maua; 
wlunaa the Oongrew U bent upon aettmg up a Caate Hindu Raj in India wlUt 
th« oonniTance of the Britieh ; and if recent cvenU have ahown that 

powcr-poiities and not juatieo and fair play are ihe deciding faclon tn Indiaii 
affairs ; whereas it has become abundantly dc^r that tbe Mualima of India 
would not sit content with anything hws tlian the immediate eatablishment of 
an independent and full sovereign State of Pakisun and would resist any attempt 
to impose any constitution, long term or short-term , of the setting up of an 
Interim Government at the Centre without the approval and conseui of the Muslim 
Lfagne, the Council of the All-India Muslim League is convinced that the tino 
has now come for the Muslim nation to resort to direct action to achieve 
Pakistan and assert their just riglits and to vindicate their honour and to get 
rid of the present alavery under the British and the contemplated future of Oaate 
Hindu domination. 

^'This Council calls upon the Muslim nation to stand to a man behind their 
sole representative organization, the All-India Muslim League^ and be ready lor 
every sacrifice” 

This resolution also authorised tbe Working Committoo of tha 
Muslim League **to prepare forthwith a programmo of diraot action 
**Dlrect Action" ^ carry out the policy initiated above** and **to 
la aeiloa haa not organize the Muslims for the coming struggle to bo 
stopped ”blood- launched as and when iitioessary.*' In his speech 

Bh^ and closing the meeting, Mr. Jinnah declared that by 

avtl war resolution recommending “direct action'*, the Muslim 

League was bidding *V^)od-hy to constitutional methods that they 
ware moved by the “desire not to allow the situation to develop into 
bloodshed and civil war." But in face of what happened on the 
occasion of the celebration of the “Direct Action" Day by the enthus- 
iasts of the Muslim Lesgue on August 16, 1916, it is not possible to 
accept the honajide of Mr. Jinoal/s declaration. Whether the leaders of 
the Muslim League wanted it or not, the bloodshed and bestiality 
that characterized this day has started a now ex|)erienoe in India's 
recent history. We had in Calcutta an outburst that disrupted 
neighbourly life and sot the Hindu and tbe Muslim in two warring 
camps determined to exterminate one another. As wo write in 
December, 1947, when the supremo price has boon paid to this spirit 
of antagonism, when India's unity and integrity has been shattered 
by the division of the country into two States, wo have often felt 
that there was no use in apportioniog blame between the 
two political organizations — the Indian National Congress and the 
Ali-India Muslim League — for this division. The decision of June 8, 
1947, accepting division of India, has made this controversy about 
what happened in August^ 1946, out of date. But the publicist who 
proposes to write for the future, to enable the historian to understand 
and explain the various stages of the development of tbe idea of a 
Divided India, has to make an attempt to recapture the spirit, the 
evil spirit, of 1946 so that 1947 may be understood and explained 
in the context of the retirement of British power from India making 
its exit in tbe wake of bloodshed and arson not caused by a fight 
against the British regime but by a madness of mutual hatred started 
by the Muslim L^ue propaganda and continued for more than seven 
yeari. In euooeesive sessions of the Muslim League the Hindu was 
presented as the eoape-goat for all tbe evils tbe Indian Mtu^m 
•nffered from. Mr. Fajdul Huq when Ghlef Minister of Bengal tbreetened 
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Iho Hindot bom the pletform of the Lucknow saMion of the Mndim 
Leegoe with dire ooneeqnmioes if they dared interfere with the 
oonoeite and preteneions of the League. This speech has become 
notorious. The pace set by men like him in the leadership of the 
Mnslim League was imitated by lesser men who spread the poiioii 
all oirer the country. The spirit of this propaganda found expression 
through poems and doggrels that carried the Muslim masses off their 
feet and laid the ground ready for what we saw in Calcutta on August 
16f 17, ft 18, 1946 and the months that followed. One such poem or 
doggrel is quoted below, translated from the Bengalee-language daily, 
the Azad of Calcutta. It appeared on March 10, 1941. It had been 
recited by the Chairman of the Eeoeption Committee at the Kalihati 
and GbaUil Muslim League Conference in the district of Mymensingb 
held earlier in that month. Two Ministers of the Fazlul Huq Ministry 
were present on the occasion. Our readers will realize that the pattern 
of conduct extolled in this doggrel has boon in incubation for more than six 
years. 1946 and 1947 exhibited it before all the world. 

^'The oppressed remain silent by seeing the hypocrisy 

Of the loolatroiis Uindus~-Oh I death-like eody. 

O victorious soldiers I march forward 

On our religious pilgrimage to the Caaba under the banner of the League. 

We shall spill as much blood as required. 

• • * * 

We want I^akistaii, a proper division. 

II it cannot be achieved ny words, Muslims 

Are not afraid to uae swords and spears. 

• • » # 

Where are the Muslim youths 1 We shall attain 

The desire of their hearts by tying down the wild tiger. 

• • * • 

Come quickly, break down Soinnatli. 

If you want freedom, Burn 1 Burn 1 Burn I 

The Jatu*Qriha (house made of lac), and let all trouble end." 


The spirit generated by utterances like the above found an outlet on 
the *' Direct Action Day'* of the Muslim League. The Day was 
celebrated with demonstrations all over India without 
notable irritation except in Calcutta where from 
te, 17 , g IS the midnight of August 15. organized bands of Muslims 
were seen moving about with various arms. The night 
was made noisy with cries, with slogans damning the Congress and 
the Hindus. Those who had hoped, as the present writer did, that 
the Day would not differ much from the demonstrations organized by 
the Congress directed against British policy and praotioe, had to 
revise their opinion on the morniog of the 16tb. With the break of 
the Day, in the morning of I6th August, Muslims went on the 
offeaeive all directed against the life and property of Hindus who formed 
the vast majority of the population of Calcutta and who were eaugbt 
unready and unprepared for such treacherous assaults from next-door 
neighbours. All through the day raged this ii^crno of communal 
madness. The life of the city was delivered into the hands of 
murderer, the stabber, the lighter of fires. The Polios, the guardians 
of law and order, stood as dolls in face of this anarchy. Brigadier 
Bixsmith, oflSioiatiDg commander, Bengal and Assam Area* gave an 
apprscifttioit of the situation when the military under him took < 
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of tt. "The Polios hsd not hitherto Ared a tiiigle round. In one ot two 
eeaeo tear gas had been used." The hand of the Police appeared to 
have been paralysed by the Chief Minister of Bengal, Mr. Huaeyn Saheed 
Sn^awardy, who combined in his i)erson the office of Home Minister in 
ohdlge of law and order. The full story of what people saw and heard in 
Oaleatta daring these three days can never bo told. The horror of 
these days during which thousands lost their lives and many 
thousands more were injured and maimed was described by the 
OiJeutta Statesman^ a British-edited-and^controUed paper. 

*^Thi6 is not a riot, li needs a word found in mediaeval history, a fury. 
‘'fury'* sounds siiontaneoua and there must have benm some ddiberation ami organi- 
sations to set this lury on its way. *ihe horde who rati about battering and 
killing with 8 ft. Lathis may have found tlmm lyiii^ about or brought them out of 
their own pockets, but that is hard to believe. VVe have already commented on 
the bands who found it easy to get |)Ctrol and vehiclea when no others were fieriuit- 
ted on the streets. It is not mere suppositi>n that men were imported into 
Calcutta to help making an impression." 

In the leading article of the same issue entitled — Disgrace Abounding — 
( August 20) the paper repeated its verdict delivered two days earlier^ 
' Disgrace condemniDg ^‘the Bengal Government's lamontabla failure 
Aboandlng" in judgment and executive ability.*' 

"The origin of the appalling carnage and loss in the capital of a great Pro- 
vince, wc believe the worst communal riot in India's history, was a (loliUoal 

demonstration by the Muslim League. Bengal's is a Muslim Li*aguc Ministry 

Of all India's provincial Ministries, (he lieiigal Ministry, thcreiorc, as the out- 
standing L(*a|mc Ministry should have been the most scrupulous in ensiintig 
that sudi a ixilitical demonstration caused no disturbance 

''But iustead of fuKilling tiiis, it undeniably by confused acts of omission 
and provocation, contributed rather than otherwise to the horrible events which 
have occurred. No balanced person would charge it with having deliberately 
planned a catastrophe of such magnitude. Nevertheless, in retro8|H*et, its conduct 
before the riots stands 0|Hrn to the inference- not only by its politieal op}»oneiits — 
that it was divided in mind on whether rioting of some sort would not ue gooii or 

bad 'Ihe bloody 8hambh»s to which this country's largf^st city has been 

reduced is an abounding disgracTc, which owing to the Bengal Ministry's pre- 
eminence as a Let^ue Ministry has inevitably larnishctd seriously the AiMndia 
reputation of the League itself. 

In hie speech concluding the session of the Council of the Muslim 
League on July 29, 1946, Mr. Mohammad All Jinnah bad said : 
Direct Action "Today we have also forged a pistol and are in a 
direeted not position to use it *' Little did he think that his 
ogalBst British followers in Calcutta would be bringing the "pii'tol" into 

Aothority arena of political life, the ‘‘pistol*’ directed not against 

the Government but against their neighbours. One of his followers Khwaja 
Nazimuddin of Bengal had declared that the Muslims were not “restricted to 
noD-violenca*’ attempting a hit at the policy of the Indian National 
Congress adopted under the inspiration of Mahatma Gandhi. He 
was asked on August 9, by a representative of the United Frees of Indies 
to clarify the implications of this “Direct Action" policy. He appeared 
to have been in an expansive mood, and elaborated these as follows . ‘Thera 
are hundreds and one ways in which we can create difficulties, 
specially when we are not restricted to non-violence. The Muslim 
population of Bengal knows very well what Direct Action would mean, 
and we need not bother to give them any lead." Those who have 
had experience in Calcutta of their sleep being disturbed by the blare 
gf Amplifiers during the period* August 1 to August I& detAiling the 
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programme of ^Direct Action'*, were left in no doubt of the mnrderous 
intentions lurking behind the words of the ex*Chief Minister of Bengal, 
Mr. Burbawardy's predecessor in this high position of di^ty and 
responsibility. The party against whom the ' Direct Action" was to 
be directed were the neighbouring community of Hindus ; hand-bifli, 
pamphlets and speeches wore used to excite the hatred of Muslims 
against their neighbours, to direct attention to their wealth symbolised 
in many a mansion standing on both sides of the Ghittaranjan Avenue 
passing through the heart of Calcutta, to excite the ^cupidity of the 
poor amongst Muslims against the rich amongst ♦“Kafirs**, Every 
mosQue became a recruiting ground for this “Jehad", and the campaign 
in this behalf could go on because the Ministry in Bengal had been 
recruited from the Muslim League Party with its exclusive note on 
Muslim pretensions and Muslim separatism. 


The nature of the propaganda carried on can be best understood from the 
speech made by a collc^ague of Mr. Surbawardy in his Ministry, by 
Story of Maallm Mr. Bhamsuddin Ahmed, a renegade Congressman who 
grls?anees-*-faUe perverted himself on the eve of the 1946 election to 
Jk exaggerated secure a Muslim League ticket. The occasion for the 
speech was tho no*confidence motions moved against the Surbawardy 
Ministry collectively and against Mr. Surbawardy individually as the 
Minister in charge of Law and Order in the Province. These were 
moved on ilio I9th September, 1946 in the Bengal Assembly and 
debated for two days ; Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed’s contribution towards ex- 
plaining and excusing the “Great Calcutta Killing" went over history, 
the history of the period since the battle of the Plassey when ex- 
clusive rule over the country hold by the classes represented in and 
through bis predecessors came to end. His history was detailed as 
follows : 


** before I go into the details of the recent haupenings may 1 take 
my friends to the details of the historic background of the whole tragedy that 

has been witnessed in Ihiugal? , j 

Bir who does not know how the Muslims of this Province were crushed, 
how Muslims all over India were crushed from 1757 to 1857 ? Then again, who d^ 
not know the eoufiscHtlon proceedings that followed the occupation of Bengal— 
oonfisostion of Muslim properties, confiscation of mosques, confiscation of Jaigira, 
oonfiscation of large /ainindaries belonging to Muslims were the order of the day; 
aud these valuable properties were handtHl over to the Hindus.** 


This history was not at all true to facts, though Sir William 
Hunter's book on Indian Mussalmans, written sometime in the sixties of the 
I9th century, had sought to erect on it the platform of an exclusively 
Muslim griovaiioe, the grievance of the Muslim aristocracy. For, by 
that time it became a British policy to excite and pander to the 
separatist conceits and ambitions of Muslims as a counter-blast to 
the rising public opiniou in India being organized on an all-India 
basis with an appeal to all sections of the Indian people. Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmed is not personally responsible for this misrepresentation of 
Indian history. His class had got into the habit of believing that 
their grievances were to be traced to the success of the Hindus in the 
struggle for existence precipitated by British methods of administration, 
exploitation and enlightenment in the country. His reference to con- 
fiscation proceedings would lead one to believe that in Bengal, th^ 
MunUigas were made special victims of this. But the feots were othsrwiiet 
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how 9 ?flr, aa Ibe following from the Adminiatration Bepori of Bengal, 
187S-7S, would go to show. Sir John Gampball was then the Lieutenant* 
GtoTemor of the Province. British historians have said that the famine 
of 1769-*70 had caused '*tha ruin of two-thirds of the old aristooraoy 
of Lower Bengali" and the developments that followetl the Comwallla 
Settlement of Land Bevanue were summari^iad in this 
particular report, giving a considered judgment by a Hritish adratni* 
atrator on the disastrous consequences of the 1793 measure after 
watching these for about a hundred years of economic malaise. The 
report does not gbow that the Permanent Seitlom^nt confinod its 
victims to Muslims alone. The *‘Birbhum Zamindari" referred to in it 
was the Nawah family of the area ; It can he accepted as a re> 
presentative of all the interests afTtusted by the Cornwallis Settlement 
which did not make any distinction between Hindu and Muslim 
properties as Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed would have us hf^lieve. The 
following from the report will enable our readers to understand the 
all-devouring nature of the alien State in India, brushing aside all 
considerations hut its own profit. 

'*Thp Oovorruivnit demand was one which left a uiaricin of profit, but 

smalt compared tt> that driven to Zamindars in modern day*. Then* wan wide-anread 
default in the payment at the (h»ve'*iitnent dues, and exteiHive eonR<Hnient sab's of 
the estates or parts of the <«states for the ree.overini: of arrears under the unbending 

system introdueetl in i7U:t Ity the end of the eentury the greater portion of 

tnc esia es of Naliya, Rajshahi Uishanpur and I^inajpur Uajas hml heeti alienated. 
The Burdwan estate was seriously crippled, ami the Uirbhum Zamindari 
Sawa^i plannt iry uot** ottry) was completely ruined. A Inwt of smaller 

^miudara shared the same fate, lii fact, it is seareely too mueh to say that 
within the ten years that followed the Permanent S(*ttlement a eotnplete revolution 
took place in * the constitution ami ownership of the estates wnich fornuHl the 
subject of Settlement •* 

This quotation ought to discredit the propaganda on which the 
Muslim League had been thriving. Tho confisration proceedings wore no 

Anglo-Mnsllm respactor of portions and rlasRes — Ilindu and Muslim 

eo-operatlon fell equal victims to these ; ilrhotiar and 
during this properties, attached to Hindu and Muslim roligious 

P«tod(l!»46) J„i„,trationa. came unrlor the hammer without parti- 

ality or discrimination. It may bo that tho Muslim cl asses suffered 
the more from these proceedings not because their opposite number 
amongst the Hindus wero favoured hut bocauso tht* former had 
monopolized the perquisitios of administration under tho rule of 
Muslim kings, and tho tallost of poppies roccivod the first blow from 
the new rulers. But Sir William Hunter had presented a picture 
which became the stock-in-trade of the Muslim Ijoague exploiting the 
cupidity of the Muslim classes and the ignorance of the Muslim 
masses. To this interpretations of recent history mu^t bo traced the 
genesis of the bestiality that characterized the ^'Direct Action Day" 
celebrations of the Muslim Ijoaguo on August 16, 1946 and tho days 
and months succeeding. The evil example set at Calcutta spread 
to Noakhali in East Bengal, disrupting the decencies of the civilised 
life, striking at the roots of society’s life in its widest rarnifioa- 
tions. As we write these lines, we are conscious of tlie unreality of 
this pont-morUm examination of the causes of this shame and tragedy. 
The object of the Muslim League, the sotting up of a separate State 
carved out of the boundaries of India, having been reached by 
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mMioin of googiterism. it moy appear nsdess to reoapitolato the 0wvkU 
and their inflnence on India's evolving life. So also may appear to 
be the contribution of the British bureaucracy towards tolerating this 
break-down of ordered life in the country. Bat the publicist in India has 
it laid npon him to indicate the various ways in which Anglo- 
Mnslim co-operation did help to effect this disruption. During the 
period we have been dealing with we have had a demonstration of the 
malignity of this tie-up between the Muslim League Ministry in 
Bengal and the British bureaucracy holding key positions in the ad- 
ministration of the Province. A British QoverncUi Sir Frederick 
Burrows, a member of the Trade Union Congress of Britain, the 
diie of the new ruling classes of the country, was the head of the 
administration ; in his name as a representative of the British king 
the Province was being governed, the Council of Ministers aiding and 
advising him in this duty. The Chief Secretary, Mr. Walker, was a 
British member of the Indian Civil Service ; he was the head of the 
bureaucracy. The Commissioner Police in ^7alcutta was Mr. Hardwick. This 
set-up imposed a special responsibility on tb^^m for peace and order in 
Bengal, as the custodian of tho people's life, honour and property. 
Mr. Htiseyn Saheed Surhawardy, as leader of the League Parliamentary 
Party in Bengal, w is the Chief Minister of the Province. Under his 
advice. Sir Frederick Burrows is supposed to have ordered the 16th 

of August 1946, as a public holiday, thus making himself a participant in 
activities that were launched to make the Muslim "Direct Action 
Day" a success. Unconsciously, perhaps, he let himself into 

party politics. We cannot say the same thing of the Chief Secre- 
tary and of the Commissioner of Police. They had been in Bengal for 
years : they knew or ought to have known and understood the inner 
springs of politics in the Province. But on the 16th of Augus" they 
so acted that murder, arson and loot were let loose over the most 
populous city in India, and the Police were found looking benevolently 
on this desolation. The leader of the Opposition in the Bengal 
Assembly, Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy, put the whole case in the few 
words he uttered during this particular debate discussing the admini- 
strative machinery of the Province. 

** We havoi a suspicion that the masting of oflicers has been made in such a 
way that in some districts all the administrative officers from the District Magi- 

.strate to the Thana Officer are Muslims I do not wish to cast reflection on 

all Muslim officers, but it is an undeniable fact that the canker of comraunalism 
has affected the services. No Hindu feels safe, if the officer is a Muslim, and 1 
brieve that a Muslim fi*els the same if the officer is a Hindu. But unfortunately 
for the Uiiidus, with the advent of the Muslim licague Ministry most of the key 
positions not n«ervcd for Gurriwans have gone to Mxislim officers. Even during 
the riots in Calcutta, Hindu officers have been transferred, and our protest was cu 

no avail this conspiracy of crushing the minority communitv in Bengal began 

n >t with the Direct Action T>ay. It began much earlier. It began from the 
first Day tlie League Ministry took office (in 1937). It was their deliberate plan 
to ^shion the administrative machinery in auch a way that the minority com- 
munity would be reduced to utter helplessness 1 have been told hy a very 

high auUiority in Bengal that it is wrong of us to discriminate between official 
ana official on account of religion. 8ir, with due respect to that high person, 1 
am obliged to say that I have never heard a more ridiculous proposition in my 
life. To recruit omeers not for merit but on the basis of religion and oommuni^, 
and then to expect them to behave non-com munallv and impartially between 
community and community is to hope for the impoasibie, One of the worst things 
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tluit f..eftgiic GOTernment hat done U to intiodnoe oommnnatitiil in Uin 
6uie mnchiDery " 


This nnalysia of the rentral f.ictor of ofiictai demoriilisatton in 
Bengal explains part of tlie situation that had t)fon soinj; from bad 


Matnm Laagae 
teelmhiaa of 
Ueir fight 


to worse specisllv sine** 1937 wh m Mf. khduX Karim Ft dal 
Huq became Chief Minister. The Ministry that ho 
was able to se^- up was the pvornnt of a Coalition 
b tween the Miislim Li^apue members and those of 


the so-called Krishak-Praja part\ of which ^fr. Jluq happened to be 
the leader. He ha^ dide ited the Muslim Loigu ^ leader, Klnxaja Nar.im- 
nddin in the electior, hut his spi)i:ual aUilintitn to Miulim League 
idi^ology an 1 practice mad' this cuahtiim inev it.sh! ) in the process of 
power politics. It was during thi> r giine th d. tho tnibchief described 
by Mr. Roy in the ^^xtraoti quoted abovo !v|.::in with vigour and 
strength The British t ur aucra. y, th«^ mort* iin lo tralde amongst them, 
fretted against it. Tmt they wero ht lph ss in fio* of a devolt pnient 
that had boon mado parr of a dobb'^rat^ policy fd their State at the 
altar of vrhich reason, h meaty and justiivo hud fo be sat rificed. This 
policy had he«n formed in roapon *0 to the cbalieng^ of Indian Na- 
tionalism stirring its wing'* during the sovenM^s cf the Just century. 
Much can he written on this much ha* i)t*on vrritten on it 

in earlier voluincH of the Iii hmt to iit tl Hf'{t*sUr since 1936. The 
enthronement of sep rattj olotioiMt -s in the con riuitioiml changes as- 
80 ciatt*d with the nuincs of Morl» y-Mi5ito, cf Mimiai u*Cl»olinsford left us 
in no doubt about the purp >•*6 ai d tciuloncy of Miis infamous dovioo 
of “divide and rule” ; the Hamsjiy MacDonald “Gommutial Award’* 
confirmed those douhts and feirs. The Muslim League has since 


th*»n gone from strojgDi o strejgih on the cr 'st of this separatism; 

Indian Narionali^m lius ho* n h.gbtirg r. ar guard actiona that have 

l)»en comp’ote ly hatt nHl lown ; it a ccp^tvl (itLafc by the decision of 

June 3, 1917, sgro-iug to a di\isi-n of India into two States — the 
Indian Union and the Union of l'al{i‘*liin. fhi* tliis is anticipating 

events. The e\ents d**Hlt wifh in this part of “Hoiue Policy*’ of 

India w-ere the drrss nditinrmil of i.his iA'rr^'.on of the values of India's 


unity and int-grity that cimfrtmt ns totiay. 'I'he Muslim Lengue rea- 
lists distinguish d from the iih aH^ts ropnjs* mod* in the 1 ladership of 
the Indian National Congr *hs exploitvd IbiMsii un ;i»*ty to retain their 
irresponaildo hold ovt^r India; trny v/ent int(» w/iiten and unwritten 
partner-^ihip with the vt sted int^n sts buil'y up by Britain in this 
country. In Bengal wher«' the Uriiisbcrs bad boou entrenched in 
Clive Street, it wa^ no secret thar, an Ai glo-r (uHlim fifdentt had he- 
ooma part of a more wid i poli ;y, and it wa-* fsuod that the twenty- 
five memhera of the Bengal Assrtnidy, mpn renting British interests 
exoluBi\>ly in a House of 250 mr?mbcrs, were always at the l>eck 
and call of the Muslim L^agu) Mini'itry. .Even cn the occasion ol 
the two *‘no-confidcni3e” motions against the Sainwardy Ministry for 
its acts of omission and corami -sino during tbr-f-a three days of panio 
and horror in August, 1946, the Kurojiean party p tfirrad to remain neutral, 
though the Calcutta tS7<//e8///7n had written on Augi<st2l, l94t», that "the 
present Muslim Lcai^ue Ministry's pi imsry responsibility for the bloq^y 
sbsmblfs to which its cspiial had been r4duccc i>i...«..i&estspable.*' Ihe 
BuKpesfi party by bclpitg the Ministry to rttuiu its power has hasp 
iO 
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that ha would nob 
Hi« Kxcollonoy ns a 
of ofT'^ta commandors 
of tho critical 


retponsibla for twelve months of anaroly in Bengal which ended on 
Augast 15. 1917. when its regime ended with the partition of the 
Ph>riDoe into two States->-We''t Bengal and East Bengal. The Galcut&a 
paper we have quoted from indicated in the same article the course 
of evnnts^the end of which could not he any other than separation. 
We do not know if Clive Street has gained anything from this deve- 
lopment But it was a fateful deci-ion that its representatives took on 
September 20, 1946, by refu'^ing to throw their weight against the 
MinHtry. Authority in Bengal, r»pre8out*d by the Governor and his 
advisers in the purmanont British burMaut'racy, wore evidently afraid 
to taokle the G^'uti that they had themselves help ed to release. The 
CUDS quence we will allow the Stafeswftn to describe* 

But if S^iction 0.) is not applied, and the present B**ngal Ministry succeeds in 
remaining unchanged in pow r, dien aa<iiiredly it would be held in active hatred 
and coiitimipt, w uld hi an obj et i»f sustainr'd fear and detesta ion, in the ryes 
of disquictiugly many of the rruvinee^a iiihahitaiito— for the things done, stid 
not done in Calcutta this month estinot reasonably be expected to be soon forgotten. 

There were hopes lurking in the puhlio mind that tho failure of the 
Beog il G jveruir and the British buroaucracy in the Province would 
receive the attention of thi Central GoV'?rnment as yet dominated 
over by the Bri-ish elem*^nts civil and military. It was expected 
that Governor-General Wavell would take steps to halt tho process of 
disintegration in the Bengal administratioa, and 
refrain from taking drastic steps in this bdialf. 
war-leader with experience of ruthless dismissals 
failed to rise up to the occasion, to the needs 
ation. When tlic Bengal Governor stood discroditod for his supinenoss, 
the Governor-General evidoutly did nob think any the worse of him. 
Bather, in course of his hroidcast on August 24. anuouncing the 
formation of tho Interim Govertiment only eight days after tho Calcutta 
holocaust, bo wont out of his way to re-assuro Provincial Governments that 
from this reconstitution of th i Central Govornment they noed not he 
anxious about their prerogatives. 

“In the fu'ld of Vroviiudal Autonomy, the rrovincial (rovt nirapijts have a very 
wide sphere of authority ill which the Guiiral G*»v *rnm *at cannot intervene. My 
new Oovornmuit will not have only power, or iiuh’cd any d«’»ire to trespass on the 
field of Provincial Adminislrution.'* 

Without raising any tine constitutional point with regard to the 
OompetoDce of the Gontral Authority, to the limit of its authority 
faced by a situation that disgraced everybody concf^rn- 
^o*OB!>tn^^A'cal- affairs in BongU, we would direct attention 

eatia trsf ady implications of Lord Wavoll's stat ement so far 

as these tonclv’id on the ddibarate infringement by a 
Provincial Government or its failure to protect the life, honour and 
property of millions of pjople subject to its jurisdiction. From Lord 
Waveli*8 handling of this adiir, specially his Btatomen'. on Provincial 
Autonomy, we are driven to the conclusion thtt his Excellency did 
not feel perturbed over this breakdown in Bengal of the machinery of 
administration Thereby ho made p issible all the abominations that 
happened during the next twelve months in Noakhali-Tippjrah, in Bihar, 
in the western dist iots of the United Provinces an i also those that dis- 
graced the last days of his regime which ended sometime in March, 
1947. We would not Uke to believe that this policy of turning the blind 
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eya on Provioeial reoalcitranoa was part ol a dalibarate plan of 
expoaiog tba diacordancaB in Indian life as an arguineDt for tha oon* 
tinuanoe of British rule over India. \Va would rather accept Lord 
Patliio Lawrences appreciation of the Indian situation which he indi- 
cated in bis House of Lords speech of February 1947 that 
**British rule cannot he maiutaiat*d in its existing basis with ade- 
quate effici««ncy after 1948." The British wore helpless, felt thecn* 
selves helpless in face of the elemental passions that appeared to 
threaten the basic principl'is of social life, not to speak of civilised 
existence. In Calcutta, the British Governor, the British Chief Secre- 
tary. and the British Commissioner of Police surrendered to forces 
of anarchy because there had been a Ministry which could trade on 
their softness for the Muslim licague vowed to the disruption of Indian 
Nationalism, 

But this failure of Lord Wavell raises another question that 
touched on the leadership of Iri^iian National Congress which had 
Failure of agreed to accvpt uffict) in his (jovoruiuent. Nogotia- 

Congree* mooibi^rt tions for this had reaidiod success by the time the 
In the Inierlm Muslim L* ague t>del>rated its "Direct Action Day" 

Governtnent AugUNt IG, lOiG Eight days aftor, ou the 24th 

August. Lord Wavill aniiounc'id the names of twelve new members of his 
Executive Council — Pandit Jtiwaharlal Nehru. Sardar Vallahlihhai Patel* 
Dr. Raj tidra Prasad. Mr. Uij igopalachari. Mr. Harat Chandra Bose^ 
Mr. Asaf Ali, Mr. Jagjiwan Ram. Dr. John Mathai, Sardar Baldev 
Singh, Sir Shafaat Ahuiod Khan, Syed Ali Zaheor and Mr. Cooverji 
Bhaba. The first seven names w*ore represeutativfg qf the Congress. 
The Indian luihlic has boon kept in ignorance of their reactions to 
the bestiality that was roloaBod over Calcutta by the Muslim League 
Ministry's oncouragement of and support to the "Direct Action Day" 
oelehration. And wlim they fuutul that the Crovoruar-Goneral was in 
no mood to excrcifie his ^^pocial powers fjr the control of the Pro- 
vincial Governuionts which had sinnel against all canons of govern- 
ment and failed to preserve the life, honour and property of tha 
people, did they not feel that this toleration by I^ord Wavell of 
Muslim Leagues shameful demonstration at Calcutta called for a re- 
consideration of the conditions of co-oprration that must have been 
settled with Lord Wavell l>eforo the days of horror ? On the 2nd 
day of September, the Interim Government took office, and the Congress 
leaders who joined it did not appear to hav applied their mind to the 
promulgation of any concrete measures for halting this debacle. 
They did not take Die public into cuntidence with regard to any 
advice that they had tendered to the Governor-General in this behalf. 
As prospective members of his Executive Council it was their right 
and privilege to do bo, and when they became full-fl^jdgt^d members 
of the Central Government in India, they could legitimately press on 
the Governor- General the imperative netjd of taking steps to inlnrcept 
this deterioration in the machinery of administration In Bengal wo 
saw the Governor agreeing to act as the instnitnent of a Ministry 
that had sabotaged the forces of law and order, that bad put Muslim 
and British Police officers in key positions with a view to advance 
its frankly communaJist interests, and to consolidate its power. Pundit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and his colleagues in the Interim Government nppenri 
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however, to have failed to move Lord Wavell in the matter. Evi- 
dently they worked ualer the disadvantage of having accepted the- 
^'Provincial Autonomy'* dispeusation asserted with such positiveneee 
in Lord Wavell's statement of August 21, 1946. But the ^'terrible leeeon** 
(Pandit Nehru’s words' of the tragedy in Calcutta does not appear to have 
bad any influence on the Govt^rnor^Generars complacence ; neither did it 
warn the Congress members of the IntMrim Government that they had let 
themselves into an invi liuuo p)Hi&ion from where th^y would only be 
helplees witn tsees of u derjnfjrali/.ation of shameless proportion. Four or 
five days b)foro Pundit .TawaharUl Nehru took office, he issued a 
itatemant on the Calcutta tragedy that had 'shaken up*' all men and 
women of good will in tho country. But the words did not indicate 
any positive step tliat was under contemplation by Congrtss members 
of the Interim Governuiont. The reason for it is not far to seek. 
The Wavell Government was committed to ''Provincial Autonomy," 
and not even the "Great Calcutta Killing" ciiuld move them. Even the 
introduction of CongresH memb ^rs could not bring any change in the spirit 
and practice of this Adininistrution Therefore did we miss in 
Pundit Jawaharlal Nebru's stattmint the note of vigorous action 
determined to stamp out the g>ingstorism that the Bengal Muslim 
League Ministry had made fashiunable in the country. His condemn- 
ation did not take ua far. 

The now development of violence, involving subbing, arson and looting 
chiefly in the ciiicsi obviously cannot b«* tolerated or else fdl organimi life would 
beootne impoasible* Tnis has censed to be merely eoinmiinnl or ixdiiical. It is 
a challenge to every decent insiinet of hninunity, and it should be treated as 
such. What has bnl up to this, ilo’ ineiteim nts to vioienee, the direct invitations 
to the shedding of blood, are wortliy of < tiiiuiry. hO that iflective acnon may be 
taken. For the present wi are conct rued with llie immediate steps to be tski n 

in the present then wbnt are v.c to do? The nspousiblity for maintaining 
peace and order must necf ssariiy full on the thn’ernnu nt and its rolioe forces 


Spread of the 
spirit of 
reltaluos perse- 
eutloii III the 

villages 


The pooplc could hiui no poaoo of udnd in Punditji’s prefcription. 
The phenomenon of the Govcrninont and its Police force yielding to 
the apfKials of narrow cuminunali&m has had a long 

hiator}. Tiiat it erupted into the world’s attention in 
August 1 9 Hi, was to bo traced to British policy 
and tlie weakening of Britiah power in India. 

Pundit ji’*' satisfaction that tho outburst of violence was 
limited to "cities ' could not be long sustained. On October, 10, 

1946. wore enacted nes of devastation in the country-side of 

Noakhali and Tipporah, two East Bengal districts which demonstrated that 
the campaign of hatred oa^rii d on by the Mublim Lesgue bud infected the 

mind of the Muslim masses Hundreds wire killed, the majority of 

them earning mimberH of families 50,000 ; men, women and children 
were forced to pervert fr^m the iaith of their fathers ; women's honour 
became cheap* houses voro set Are to and those that were spared 
had their materials locted. The scones wore reminiscent of the 
religious persecution in Europe when Bonmn Catholicism and Protestantism 
wrested for supremacy. Tlu magistracy and the Police sided more often than 
not with the ma2tfaotor^< vdio moved in militarx formations. The ministry 
appointed a European & agistrate as a symbol of impartiality. But 
his Bubordinates were beyond bis conlrol. Two weeks later the same 
H^e appeared in the province of Bibar, the victims being Mualim#. 
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Murder, araos* loot, outrage on women — these were imported from 
BengaL 

Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru charaoterised the state of things obtain- 
ing in Calcutta. Noakhali-Tipperah and Bihar as *'a competitiou in 
murder and bestiality." Describing the horror that he saw in Bihar* 
what **a simple and likeablo peasantry can perp'^trate when it loses 
all balance and sanity/' he appeared to trace a nexus between 
Calcutta and Bihar, between Noakhalt-Tipperah and Arrah-Bhsgatpur. 
It is well-known that more than a million Biharis earn their liveli- 
hood in Calcutta, the vast majority of them as unskilled labourers, 
as mill workers, porters, rikshaw pullers etc. These poor tieople sufifered 
from the Gr*at Calcutta Killing, thousand of them Icsing their lives. 
Estimates vary with rt^gard to the number of killed in Calcutta; the 
lowest is 4,000, aud the highest is 10.000, according to Governor 
Twynham of the Central Province and lierar who happened to 
be proseot during those fateful days in Calcutta. The number of 
wounded was four times those of the killml. These men and women 
must have carried their talas of woe to the countryside in Bihar. 
The first riot occurred in Bouihad on September 27 ; on October 8 
was staged in Monghyr stabbing and killing. On lOth of October 
began murder, loot, arson. al)d action and rai>o of women on a mass scale, 

* forcible conversion'* of tbouhands. News of those reached the publio 
about the 15tb October. On the 25th October murder and arson 
began at Cbapra on a scale more intensive than what had happened in 
East Bengal; these took as their pattern what had happened in 
Calcutta* Then hell was lot loose over four districts in Bihar. The 
Calcutta criticism of Bihar's disgrace was as valid as that 

of Bengil. On November 8, in an article entitled — Disgraced Alsu it wrote.- 

**A pogrom of such magnitude could hsrdly happen without pre- 
monitory ligtin. Yet, as previously in HeiigHl, tbe local Admiuistratioii 
seems to have been caught unawares 

Bihar, however, has at last been rlativelv fortunate in this: that 
tbe services of more eminent personages have hern promptly available to 
her than to forlorn Ihuigal in her several earlier ailUetions, The Governor's 
absence at the critical time has indml evoked remark. But autong the 
iiitluintial visitors from the Centre, Pundit Nehru, iJr. Kajendra PrMad 
and Mr. Kripalani have all been trenchant and unsparing in denuncia- 
tion of barbarities wrought by their co-religionists urM}n a minority weak 
in numbers.** 

The British daily did not draw the obvious moral from the presence of 
Central Government personages in Bibar in contrast to their absence from 
Contrast bstwnsn When tho “Great Calcutta Killirg" occurred, there 

Caatral Qovsrn- Congress representatives in the t'entral 

moot bsbnvionr Government, and Lord Wavell was the '^dictator" 

tn wards Bengal go to say who preferred to have murder and burning in 

and Bibar biggest city in India rather than disturb the‘*ProviDciaI 

Autonomy" device of authority. If the Muslim stabbed tbo Hindu in 
Calcutta and set fire to Hindu houses and vice versa. Lord Wavell 
and his subordinate, 8ir Frederick Burrows, did not have any reason 
to bo perturbed, as no British life or honour or proi)erty had been 
attacked. When on September 2, 1946, Congro»-s representatives entered 
Lord WavelPe Goveroment* they found before them a wall of bureau* 
emtio precedents stopping them from any look into affairs in BengeL 
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When ihe sftma killiog ocourrad in Bihar, Pundit Jawaharlal Nebm 
could throw himself into the rescue of the Province because the 
League members felt interested in the fate of the victims in contrast 
to their indifference to those in Bengal, rod they raised no objections 
on the plea of ‘'Provincial Autonomy.* This was the reason why 
Bihar was ** relatively fortunate" while Bengal had to bum for 12 
months; the woes of West Bengal at l^ast came to an end on 
August 16, 1947. Speaking of November 1946, the Statesman could 
bear testimony te the st^rvices of Congress leaders * o the quick restor- 
ation of peace to Bihar. Writing on November 13 an article entitled 
—.A Ormi Calamity — the paper said: 

'*Not only does Bihar’s tragedy resemble Bengal’s worst one in 
severity. There can be found dismal similarity in other particulars. 
Governors slow-moving or not on the spot ; Ministers apparen ly at the 
outst't divided in mind whether some rioting would not be good or bad, 
and later, amidst the crisis of canif^e, quite incapable of disciplining the 
mob. All administrative machine dehcient ip . perspicacity and precautions 
and exhibiting in parts disquieting symptoms of a fundmental mental 
demoralizing 

Pundit Nehru has not only again shown exemplary 

physical and moral courag*' ; more important, he exhibited complete dis- 
regard, in India’s and humanity’s interests, of formidable criticism from 
narrow-minded members of his own community— both inside and outside the 
Province 

If the leadersbtp of the Muslim League had risen as high as 
Punditjee to the challenge of gangsterism, the face of history in India 
**C 0 aipetliioB In would not have been disfigured by mutual destructiveness, 
murder «od and the course of history would have taken a nobler and 
bsstlsllty on the wider Hue of human dignity and understanding. 

Inereste lesson of Bihar did not bring any change 

in the spirit of Muslim Lf^ague's dream nor any improvement in their 
manners and practices; the risks that Congress leadership took in 
championing the cause of the dupes of Muslim League propaganda 

were lost upon Mr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah. Lord Wavell who facili- 
tated the entrance of Muslim League members into his Executive 
Council had no appreciation of the tricks of the Muslim Leagun; or 
it may be that he had his own game to play which happened to 
coincide with that of Mr. Jinnah. Years hence when many of the 
present observers of this game will have passed into the Beyond, history 
will bring evidence of a deep Anglo-Muslim conspiracy that has not 
proved beneficial to British interests at all. During the Wavell 

regime Calcutta, Noakhali, Tipperab, Bihar and West Punjah were 
allowed to slip back into anarchy, and a in^n who was regarded as a master 
strategist in the arts of war and on which rticord he had been pitch- 
forked into the high position of Governor-General of India demon- 
strated before all the world that his failure in the Burma campaign 
reflected a certain moral obliquity that made his term as head of the Indian 
administration a fitting close to British rule over Ii.dia. The leadership of 
the Muslim League detected this weakness in Lord W a veil's character,, 
and exploited it for all that it was worth. We will be sorry to believe 
that l^rd Wavell was a conscious instiument of this dangerous policy 
that played with the life, honour and property of millions of men and 
women. But power politics deadens people's sensibilities of the True 
and the Good. We, therefor^ found that the Bihar disaster called 
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forth m la«8 ff^ong saiise of abhorrH»nce than what had (oUowikI tha **Oraat 
Galcalta Killing.*' The orifcioiam oC the Caleut.ta Sfafexmntu for inttanoa* of 
the failure of Authority in Bihar was couch-d in language of lest 
▼irnlence than what app.e^red in the third week of August. 1946. After 
Calootta, Muslims in N lakhali-Tipperah behaved worse than buas>i, 
Bihar Hindus appeared to have tmprov'^d upon this bt'^ttiality. The 
leadership of the Muslim Lesgue by working on the abominations of 
Calcutta and East Bengal lost their moral right to point the finger 
of reprobation at the happsnings in Bihar. Mr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
could only plead that there should he exchange of population from 
areas where majorities were liable to yi^ld to the temptation of 
murdering their neighbours of the ralooriry oommunities, of dishonour- 
ing their womanhood, of burning their htuises and looting their pro- 
perties. The Muslim Leagae had established this pattern of condnot 
on the 16th Augu-t, 1940. Such conduct tipp^ars, to have strengthened 
their claims to seats in Lord Wavell's Executive 'ouncil 

The "Great Calcutta Killing** opened the door of this Council to 
the nominees of the Muslim League, and tlnir representativos 
entered the Interim Government by the last week of 
Oolna Into the October. 1946 seven wc««kA after the Congreas, 
nent^with oVlew <»tht»r smaller minority representatives. 

**tog«tafoot They had made no secret of the purpoH*^ which took 
held" tor Pakistan thorn to the Inr.eriin Government; the y vrould he there as 
**BentinolR** of exclusively Muslim League interests, to 
use Mr. .Tionah's word ; “we are going into the Interim Government 
to get a foit-hold to fight for our cherished goal of Pakistan/* to 
quote from a speech delivered at Lahore hv Mr. Gsznafur Ali Khan» 
member dHsigoate of Intf^rim Government. Lord Wavell's tacti<*R in 
introducing the League element into his Executive Council 

without prop'^r guarantee of good behaviour, without getting the 
non-coperation with the proposed Consbitut^nt Assembly rest lution of the 
Muslim Leauue canctdb^d by a proper resolution of the Council of the All-India 
Muslim League vras sharp practice when we romrrnhcr the dire consequ'^noes 
of that stop. There was another factor to Vie considered in this connection. 
The Congress m >ml>er^ of tho Int* rirn Govcrnmt nt had sgreed to join it after 
being satisfied with the scheme of powers which they will he able to ex- 
ercize even under tho 1919 Act. Tho of Madras published in 

its issue of August 14 what purported to have been the thoughts and 
ideas of “circles close to the Viceroy*' as regards the powers of tho 
new Government. This speculation was wired by the paper's Delhi 
correspondent. He ref*‘rrt 3 ci to Fxird Wavcll’s letter to ^Ioulana Abul 
Kalam Azad on May 30 when the Congress President had raised 
this particular question in the letter of May 25, using tho following 
words . "Even without any change in the law there co\ild ho some 
formal understanding by which tho Congress Working Committee may 
be assured that the Interim Oovernmont would in practice function 
like a Dominion Cabinet.'' Ijord Wavcll appeared, bowt^ver, to have 
refused to cofiamit himself to any such “formal understanding;" bn re* 
cognized *'tha importance*' attachud by the leadership of the Congress 
to “e satisfactory definition of the powers of the Interim Govern* 
ment*'* But his £xoeilency*s difficulty appeared to have been that 
'^the most libaral intdations may be almost nnreoogoizable when 
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they to be exprsMed io o formal docunoeot** Moulana Axad 

referred also to the *1%st ecmven atioo’* he had with Lord War^U io 
donree of which his Ercellency sppRared to have expressed his * ioten* 
tion to funotioa as the ooQf>tltatioDal head of the Goveromeot and 
that in practice the Interim Gorernmeot would have the same powers 
as that of a Onbinet in the Dominiona." Lord Wavcll questiooed the 
accuracy of this report of the *VoDveraation" — *'I am qaite clear that 
I did not state to yon that the Interim Government would have the 
same powers as a Dominion Cabinet.** 

**The whole coT^stitational position is ratirely difforent. I was sore 
that His Majesty's Gor<'rninf*nt wotJd treat the new Iot«>rim €h>reroment 

with the same close consultation and consideiatioo as a Dominion Govern- 
ment.'* 

••His Majesty’s Govern men t have already said that they will give to 
the Indian Government •>!« Kr‘'stest posHible frH^dom in the ex^^rcise of 
the day to day admiiAstration of the country ; I need hardly assure you 
that it St my intention fuithfuliy to c^rry out this undertaking." 

We do not know if the leaders of the Congress in their negotia- 
tions with Lord Wavell in August, 1916 that enabl'd them to join 
Joint rMponstbltity hi^ Govemm^^nt could g»)t a more definite ^'undorfak- 
rspudiated bv ing*’ than what is implied in the quotation above, if 

Lssfua bis Excellency agreed to have a “Genth man's 

nomlooos Agreement'* in this matter mor»i binding that what is 

implied In the wor«ls above. But whatever the ba^is of 

the speculation wired by the Madras daily s corrospondent, it appears 
that the Oongrdf<s nominees of the Interim Government decid d to 
carry on the administration on the principle of joint responsibility 
animating their conduct ; their non-Gongre^s colleagutH also accepted 
this device of rule. But the Muslim League iinunhers when they 
agreed to join the Interim Government did so with the declaration 
that they did not recognise this principle and would refuse to act 
nndur it. This decision of theirs did not help them to protect and 

advance exclusiv ly Muslim interests which W(5ra over the major part 

of the country subject to the sense of justice of the rnsjority community 
of Hindus. Bihar's outburst demonstrated that even membr-rsbip 
of the Interim Oovernm^ant on the part of the Muslim Lesgue did 
not have the const quonce desired, that the Muslim League members 
would be "sentinels" over Muslim interests. It only showed that the 
pattern of conduct made fashionable by the Muslim League propganda of 
hatred had at last infected the **mild Hindus" and that the atsgi was 
being laid for mass murdtrs and other abomiuations over wide sstretches 
in India. 

Wa have already said that we would like to believe that the 
Wavell technique did not desire the outburst of these bestialities, 
Tbs Wavell teak- tb >ogh it was diflflcult to hold fast to this faith in 

alsua of sabataf • British human nature. There has not come out of 

#1 nailed aetlan Lord Wavell's lips any word of explanation of bis 

la India coroplacana in the matter of the '^Great Calcutta 

Killing." The law bad endowed him with powers of intervention when 
a Frovinoial Government failed in its doty, when the forces of anarchy 
were let loose by a Ftivincial Minisiry in the pursuit of its policy 
of grab and pf eabptsge of tbs forces of the ccmposiie Naiionalitm in 
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oor iMotry* Bio oi 4he Sahrawardy Ifioittry in this maUaor if 

twyqiid any doubt. Tba Qo7**rnor, Sir Fradniiok Burrowa, and iba 
Qoyanior*OenerAl Lord WaYall* wara morally and legally oompatani lo 
intarafara with and intardiot tha anti-sooial aotivitios of this Idiniatry ; 
they had raflanre powers in this behalf. That they did not axaroisa thasa 
wa have saan through twalva months of communal fransy in l^ngaL 
Why tbay chosa to adopt this attitude of indifferanoe to human 
sufferings, wa will never know. But it is liable to tha ugliest of 
interpretations Lord Wavall by his activities since tha entrance into 
his Executive Council of Muslim League raprasentativas had given 
occasions for thasa. Ha let them in by tha back-door so to say, with- 
out getting them to oancol tha ^'Direct Action" resolution, without 
getting a guarantee from thorn to sincerely oo-operata with tha Oonsti- 
tuent Assembly, scheduled to meat ou December 9, 1946. It was 
reported at the time that Lord Wavell had told Congress leaders that 
he bad assurances from the Muslim Ijeagu^ leader in this behalf, 
Mr, Jinnah publicly denied thesn and Lord Wavell could or did say 
nothing to challenge this story. Instead, ha was found anxious- ^ 
ly exploiting the situation created by tha presence of Muslim League 
members in his government ; he gave the go-bye to the principle of 
joint responsibility, of his Council acting as a Oabiriet- We do not 
know the details of the difTerencas that cropi>dd up inside Lord 
Waveirs Executive Council ho soon aft<T its reconstruction with tha 
inclusion of representatives nominated .by the Muslim League, Wa can 
imagine them upsetting the arrangements and the policies and practices 
followed by the Interim Gontral Oovcrnmint since Siipteinber 1, 1946, 
their making it difficult to smoothly un the adminihtratioo. They were 
creating separate **co11h" in the Secretariat at New Delhi with the Muslim 
cadre exclusively, a sort of ’^fifth column" ever on th; look-out for lo >p-holas 
for mischief. Wa can share the feeling of Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru 
when he said that since the entrance of the Mu dim League nominees 

Ljrd Wavell had been **removing one by one the wheels of tha Cabinet 

coach," and bringing it to a staml-still, so that the Central Oovern- 
m nt could not do anything in the line on which the ('ongress leaders 
had hoped to advance the reconstruction of the country's economy. 
Lord Wavall was cither weak or deliberately mischievous when ha 
could not bring the Muslim Leagu) leader to cancel the resolution 
passed on .July 29. 1946, withdrawing support from the Cahinot Dele- 
gation's Plan of May 16, 1946. In the paragraph 9 of the letter of 
October 4, in reply to Mr. Jinoah's letter of October 3, Lord Wavell 
pointedly said : **SiQoe the basis for participation in the Cabinet is, 
of course, acceptance of the 8tateu.ent of the 16th May, I assume 
that tha League Council will meet at a very early date to reconsider 
its Bombay resolution." The Muslim Lf^agua nominees were allowed 
to join tba Interim Government on the strength of fehis assumption. 
For, we do not gt«t any response fr^m tba Muslim League loader to 

Lord Wavell'a suggestion. On the 26tb of October Muslim Leagoa 

naminaas formally took office. On the 28th October, Mr. Jinnah 
released to tha Frees o^rtain of the letters that bad passed between 
Jdin and Lord Wavall re the oonditioi.s and terms under wtdob 
imminaaa wara prepared to join Lord WaveU*s Exaeotivo 
Three wara from Mr. Jinnah and four from Lord 
U 
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Wmv$IL Tbero i$ in nose of the (onnor'i lettm writton nfter the 4th 
Oolobir, on the 18th Ootobar. on the 14th Oetoher, on the 84th 
Ootober--«ny hint that he nnderetood the significenoe of Peragrepb 9 of 
the teller of October 4, quoted ebove* Mr. Jinnah simply ignored it. 
Lord Wavdl allowed him to ignore this **ba8is tor participation in 
the Oabinet" by Mnslim League nominees. Why, be has never eared 
to explain. On the other hand, as late as October 23, 1946, he 
wrote a letter to Pundit Nehru, giving him an assurance in the 
followiog words ; 

*'! hsfs msds it elesr to Mr. JiDDsb whom 1 hsfs seen to-dsy thst 
the Muslim Lsigus's entry Into the Interim Oo?ernnient it oooditionsi on 
the seosptsoee or the Scheme of the Cabinet Delegation contained in the 
Statement of May l6» and that he must call hia Council at au early 
date to agree to this. 

‘'As I told yon. Mr. Jinnah has assured me that the Muslim League 
will come Into tbs Interim Qofernment and the, Ooneiituent Aaaembly with 
the Intention of oo*operatiag 


On the 88rd November, 1946, Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru released 
#lo the Press certain extracts from letters written by him to Lord 
Matttsllty of Wavell and from the replies thereto, an extract from 
easpislen- Oong- which appears above. These show that Congress 
rossi Lsape A members of the Interioc Government bad reasons to 

British suspect that the Muslim League would not be play- 

ing straight, and ws find their leader writing to Lord Wavell on 
October 14 expressing these suspicions — suspicion of Lord Waveirs 
Integrity even. With a view to understand their attitude the 
foUowiag rather long extract should be quoted. 

**11 Is imitortsnt lor us to undsrsUod cxscily bow be (Mr. Jinosb) 
pyoposcs to Join and what these tcrnis ere to which he refers. Various 
ststemsuts in newspapers, and more apecially in the official Muslim lj«agus 
oigsn, are disconcerling in tbs extreme. Our past experience does not 

encoorags ua to rely oo ragua and ambiguous phrases It is desirable, 

^si^ors, to bs preoiss in luoh mattera and to know exactly where we aland. 

*«We know the terms of your broadoast in August last, and 1 have seen your 
litter to Mr. Jinnab dated October 4. I hare not seen your letter to him deled October 
12 . (Mr. Jifiaok ha$ not alto cored to have it publiahtd along with ik§ othorg which hs 
had r$Uf» 9 td to Press and which appeared on October SO,~^Tni$ comment is ours). 
I trust thst this dom not eoutain auytniug beyond what was contaiosd in your 
hfoadoaai er the letter of October 4. if so, we aboulci be iu formed of it, to that we 
alfdit know what the exact pocition la. 

“It seems to us much better that any possible misuoderstanding should 

ba removed at this stage, so that it may not come later on 

During the last six weelra about every decision of ours, 

has been taken after Joint consultation and agrwment. This has made ua 

Motly responsible for the working of the various depsrtmeute 

How far the Muslim League members share this outlook with us, I do 

not know. Any other approach will lead to friction and delay 

Itt any event we think it neoessary for us to know as fully asnossible 
the tense to which Mr. Jinnah relers in his letter of October 13. if there 
is ai^ vgriotion or addition to them as eontsined in your broadcast or 
yonr isttsr of Ootobar 4, ws should be informsd of it. 


Our rsadors will have noticed that Pandit Nehru referred to **any- 
tiiiii g beyond what” may bo oontained in the letter of Ootobar 19 to Mr. 
Balwwaeeto Jinnah; to ^'variation or addition** to the terms of 
‘VarlsUen or Mnslim Lsagne partioipation in the Interim QovemmenI, 
sMltlea''— iwlm oontained in tbs August broadoast of Lord Wavell or 

repesied by Nehru his loMor of Oolober 4. Thonote of suspietoa is struck 
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%mim It oould Dol have been plaMtat to tbo Govomor-Oiomlt and 
ho iiat to Pandit Nehra on tho 15th Ootobor hit lotUr 1o ICr, 
Jitthah writton on October ISth- To remove the inoonigible tncidoloa ta 
tho mind of the Vico-President of bis Executive Council ho vnroto fat 
tho tamo letter : 'There have been no aseuranooo or explanationi to 
Mr. Jinnah that go beyond the termi of the broadoaat and the letter 
of October 4 and 12.*' This euspteton wae^ however, fully initlllod. 
Tho varioue interpratatione on the queetion of ''Grouping" contain^ in tho 
May 16. 1946 Btatement of the Cabinet Delegation were the lateet to 
point to the eouroo of Indo- British . eetrangement. Lord Wavellmust 
have felt the sting of this reference, twice repeated. And the last four* 
lines of bis letter of October 15. quoted above, were his reaction to 
this suspicion. But he had nothing reassuring to say to his ooUoagnss 
about their apprehension on the ''outlook*' of the Muslim Lsaino 
nominees. His letters to Pandit Nehru that have been published didi 
not give us any idea about how he felt about ^joint responsibility** 
under which his new colleagues had been trying to function or whetim 
or not be had made it a condition precedent of Muslim League participa* 
tion in his ''Cabinet*' (This word was used by him in the letter to Mr. 
Jinnah dated October 4.) We are sure that he knew the mind 
of the Muslim League leader on this **Cabinet’* idea of work, 
that Mr. Jinnah had been opposed to it since 1940 (August) 
when Lord Linlithgow had given him certain assuraneps. During 
his many interviews with Lord Wavell on the days in October, 
1946, he must have re-iterated his opposition. We do not know if the 
latter ever tried to reason him out of it or whether or not be felt 
that the new entrants to bis "Cabinet" would be introducing an 
element of "inner conflict" as there bad been **outer conflicts*' in 
India. 

Whatever be the fact, his letters to Pandit Nehru did not con- 
tain any reference to show that His Excellency was in the least worried 
over the advertised intransigence of the Muslim League 
Use et worCs ^bi- nominees. He appear«fd to be more concerned with 

"oAvlmlnr making it easy for Mr. Jinnah's followers to get into 

la a ssrewoalsl kis "Cabinet" without troubling to think whether they 

•ease T could be made to fit into it or not, whether or not 

they agreed to share the responsibilities inherent in a 
"Cabinet" system of rule. It may be that when he used the word 
"Cabinet" in bis letter to Mr. Jinnah dated October 4. 1946, be did 
not intend the word to m^an any serious change in the spirit and 
structure of the Indian Administration. It was a fashionable word’ to 
use, of no constitutional significance worth much troubling about. He 
was satisfied or appeared to be satisfied with the Muslim League leader* s 
assurance that his nominees will be coming into the "Interim Oovem- 
ment and the Constituent Assembly with the intention of co-operating,** 
and he was satisfied with the role of being the po^t office to carry 
on October 28 this assurance to the President of the Congress who 
also happened to occupy the position of Vice-President of bis own 
Executive Council. And when Mr Jinnah showed bis teeth almost ae 
soon as he bad got his proteges inside this Council, Lord Wavell did 
not appear to have resent^ in any way this double-dealing. 
Mr. Jinnah bad in July, 1946, charged His Excellency with thie lapse, 
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Andt pa|hftpA ha wm now in November patting bimaall on tho back 
with tba way in whioh ha had baao able to §o aoon gat even with 
^ war lord tnmed politidan On Norember 14, 1946. be nnbnrdenad 
himaall to reprmnteUves of tba foreign Preaa at New Delhi, and made 
bit position olenr. Ha did not regard the new set-np in the Oentral 
GoTemmOTt of Jndia either as a Cabinet or as a Coalition Government 
it was simple the Bzeontive Oonncil of the 6overoor*Oeneral formed 
under ^ the Government of India Act of 1919.*' He appeared to be satis* 
M with this arrangement, he was not prepared to disturb it, to advance 
in action** if not in theory from the irresponsibility of the Governor* 
General. He appeared to swear by this f reborn of Lord Wavell from 
Indian ^ control ; ^ he wanted neither responsible Government nor 
Dominion status in action" ; he refused to advance with the times 
even if the British Government appeared to be so. To representatives of the 
foreign Press be declared : 

.1 *?*®*^*“ Government sbonld not bo allowed to do sny thing 

samtnlstrstively or by oonvetiilon which would in eny way preiudica or militate 
against the problem of the fnture constitution of India, and we shsll certainly 
reeist any st^mpt which directly or indirectly pre}udieec or militatei against our 
uemano of rakistan. 

In course of the same Press conference, Mr. Jinnah was asked whether 
or not be had decided to call a meeting of the Council of the Muslim 
Jtnsah's fnteslloa ^*9^® ^i^h a view to get cancelled the resolution on 
**ot se opefHtlog" non*co*operation with the Cabinet Delegation s May 16, 

with Ceatral (1946) Plan, as he had promised to Lord Wavell. His 

prompt— “No, I have not.’* This reply must 
Assembly** have told Lord Wavell how the Muslim League leader 
proposed to honour his promise of *'co*operating** with 
the Constituent Assembly. On November 21, Mr. Jinnah came out in his 
true colours. On November 20, invitations had been sent over Lord 
Wavall’s signature calling upon members of the Constituent Assembly 
elected by Provincial Legislative Assemblies, to assemble at New Delhi 
to transact business according to the scheme outlined in C/ause 19 (f) 
of tba statement of the Cabinet Delegation made on tbe 16th of May, 
1946 *t the Chief Commissioners* Provinces to be represented by the 
members elected in 1946 by the Delhi and the Ajmer Merwara con- 
stituencies and a representative to be elected by tbe Coorg Legisla- 
tive Council. The League leader's reaction to this invitation was 
M abusive outburst against Lord Wavell : “It is Quite obvious 
4bat the Viceroy is blind to the present serious situation and the 
realities facing him, and is entirely playing into the hands of tbe 
Congress and is appeasing them in complete disregard of tbe Muslim 
League and other organisations and elements in the national life 
of ^ tbe country." There was an element of the ludicrous in tbe way in 
which Mr. Jinnah constituted himself into a guardian of “other** 
elements d the life of India. The “Scheduled * castes had during tbe 
1946 election demonstrated their allegiance to the national movement! 
the Sikhs were vowed to opposition to tbe pretensions of the Muslim 
League. But the outburst on the present occasion gained importance 
by the declaration*— 

"In ^eM circumstaiicec, it Is obvious that no repreAenUtive of tho Mutliiii 
lAigue will pariicipats in tho Constituent Assonhly, and tbs Bombay ' teoolttliim 
ft tho Looguo Oounoil iioscod on July St, •taiida..M. 
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wMit to moko it oleor thot no repcwoutivt of Um MooIIm Lmcm 
• honla ittood toe OoneUtiMoi Atiemblj Minmooed to meet on DeoeailMr^'' 

This is how Mr. Jinnoh broke bis promise to Lord WofslL 
The Govemor-GeDerolf however* silently pooketed this iosolt ; why# 
MosIIm Leifa« we will never know. High "^policy*' must hove ployed 

betTAjsl sod its port in sobotoging the working of the Constituent 

Britl*>k Assembly. At the time of writing this study in Fhb* 

St* niory, 1948. six months ofter the Muslim Lesgue hove 
tenpt te tslTage had its Pokiston^ we can view matters with o 

Cskinet Dele* certain amount of detaebment. As Mr. Jinnah*s de- 

fstieo Plan cUration of November 91 made bis plan plain that ho bod 
never any '^intention" to co-operate with Congress members in the Interim 
Government, the question was raised why did not Lord Wovell and 
the British Government ask the Muslim League nominees to quit their 
places in that Government? Did Lord Wavell once try to put the 
matter to this test 7 We have not heard that he ever did it The tenars 
of offices in the Interim Government depended on the implementation 
of the Constituent Assembly Plan. The Muslim League by refusing to 
co-operate in the work of the Assembly forfeited their right to these 
offices. But the British Government must have had their own reasons 
in tolerating this breach of promise. Their point of view might have 
been expressed by the London T'lmes speaking of ^-elementary justice/* 
though hardly anybody in India could be taken in by this plea. We 
find, therefore. Mr. Attlee, Britain's Prime Minister, trying to salvage 
the Cabinet Delegation*s Plan. He invited Congress and League leaders 
to a conference in London, both official and non-official, and the Bikh 
leader, Bardar Baldev Singh. **to urgently discuss the situation before 

any untoward action takes place to help towards smooth and rapid 

progress towards the goal of Indian Freedom.' iAitlne^s Uttgr to 
Nehru—' November, 27, IV46) But this was a last minute intervention. 

Political circles in Delhi had been busy with stories of disintegration 

of the Interim Government. Tbe writings in the British Press reflected 
the growing realization by tbe London Government of the failure of 
their Delegation's Plan. The Muslim League nominees had formally 
taken office on tbe 26th October, 1946 and within thirty days they 
managed to make good their threat that they would not allow joint re- 
sponsibility to influence their thoughts and activities. On the 21st 
of November, 1946, in the comparative freedom of tbe platform of the 
annual session of the Indian National Congress, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Vice-President of the Executive Council and member in charge of 
External Affairs and Commonwealth Department, lifted a part of tbe 
veil behind which lay a disunited Central Government of 

India. In course of a speech made to the Subjects Committee 

of the annual session of tbe Indian National Congress held after a lapse 
of six years* be said that **the atmosphere in tbe new Central Cover* 
nment after tbe League’s entry has b^me so strained that Congress 
members bad twice threatened to resign." Bardar Vallabbbbai Patel* 
member in charge of the Home Department dealing with questions of 
law and order all over the country being one of its concerns, bluntly ebarae- 
terised tbe Wavell-League technique as '*an attempt to get the 
Qoogress out ti tbe Interim Government*'. Tbe L ondon Tieiei 
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WM {bond topporttog Lord WtTdl in *1iis reinotottoo to ow^tido** 
the eothority of eren tboee Pnmooiel Ooremiiients whieh hid 
demonetribly failed to maintaiQ law and order though it wae one hie 
epeoial reeponeibilities. A despatch appeared in its issne of Morember 22*98 
sent by the speetal Delhi oorrefipondent of this paper throwing light on 
these Internal differences in the Central Government of the oonntry. It 
itmck a note of failure : *'A further implication of what is now the open 
rift in the body politic, is that the country is feo^ with the possibility 
of the collapse of the very foundation of the constitutional project contained 
in the Cabinet Mission's proposals of May 16." The paper editorially 
emphasised this fear in its issue of November 27 ; "^here is a grave threatt 
to say the least of it, that the policy of His Majesty's* Governments as laid 
down by the Cabinet Mission, will cease to afford means of co-operation 
in the transfer of power to Indian hands." And in the next day’s arti^ 
the paper held the mirror to the real mind of the ruling classes of Britain 
which can be interpreted both as a threat to Indian Nationalism and as an 
indioatton of the shape of things to come in India as it precipitated 
Itself on June 8rd, 1947, nearly seven months later. We quote it 
below. 

The Britiih cannot ooncent to hand orer responsibility to a single 
poliilcei perty without reference to the rlghu of other groups, or pleee the 
govern menu of Muslim msjority Provinces at the unfettered discretion of a 
Uiedu^oantrolled Central Government, if the kind of agreement whieh ia 
represented by the State Paper cannot be aeoured, the unity of India 
which is a great aehievemeiit of the peal century must inevitably be 
eaeriftced to the higher intereete of elementary instioe. 

The leadership of Indian Nationalism has long been fsmiliar with 
thic logic of disruptive politics enoouraged in India by British Oovem- 
**8aesstelon Osv* ments of suooessive generations. The London paper*! 
emmeat or Oorem- declaration oould not have, therefore, oome to them 
■••to el British g statement of a policy. The Cabinet Delegation 
might have oome with the best of intentions. But their 
line of dieoussion with representatives of various interests in India left no 
doubt in the minds of disoemiog observers that their brief oaeee contained 
•ohemec that came near the desperate solution indicated in the London 
paper’ • article. In the last volume of the /fsptsfer in course of the dis- 
cussion on the Cabinet Delegation’e aetwities, we referred (P. llSy to khe 
eigniftoanoe of the use of the words — * saocession Government or Oovem- 
mente of British India*' — which appeared in the ’Memorandum on States 
Treaties and Paramountoy" sent on May 12th 1946. to the Chancellor of 
the Chamber of Prinoee who significantly again happened to be the Nawab 
of Bhopal whose State in Central India has for long been one of the 
Bsylnms of many of the fomentors of Muslim exclusiveness, dreamer 
ol tbp revival of Mnslim hegemony over this country. At the 
time when this Memorandum was sent — we can take it that it 
was written sometime before either at London or Delhi — these 
words did not appear to have received the attention that 
their use deserved* Now, ia the context of the London Timeti* 
deelarationt the paper having for mote than balf*a oentnry been regarded 
as reieoting British Govamment's idew*point. and the subsequent events 
look definite shape he i^^-May, 1947. and the paitiliott of the 
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fin tfied on June & 1947» we can regud it m a foal that 
ihe tjaboor OoTernmeot ot BriUiD had decided in ile mind ibal **lba 
higliev intereato of elemenfeary )tif»tioe'* required Ihe disruption <rf 
Indteo unity and integrity aa early at November, 1946, if not aeviii 
moniba earlier* We do not know wbather or not the leadera of the 
Oongreaa bad knowledge of this deoiaion during April-July 1946 when they 
were engaged in negotiationa with the Cabinet^ Delegation Even when 
aome of them agreed to join Lord Waveira Governm nt and did 

formally join it on &*ptember 3, 1946, did they have any inkling of 
thia deeiaion ? We do not know, beoauae we have been denied the 
knowledjge of the terma and conditiona under wbieh co operation 

between Congreaa leadera and Lord Wavell became poaaible. 

We know it for a fact, however, that the latter after having got 
repreaentative Congreaa leadera into hia Executive Council atartrd bia 
Ceagreaa had eel negotiationa to get the repreaentativea of Mualim League 

aeeniMtaeMay inaide it. We know how he waa tricked by 

la Plan trow tke Mr. Jinnah or waa a willing victim to the trick ; be 

krflaalagj>tbe |,ad been put off with a promiae of * oo^operaltng with 
elfjalf ta** the Interim Government and the Conatituent Aa^etiibly.** 

^ But to all requeata for oanoellation of the July 29 reao* 

lution, Mr. Jinnah turned a deaf ear. Wo find Lord Wavell writing on 
November 5 to the Mualim Ijaague leader: ' Before I went on my 
viait to Bengal and Bihar I f>poke to you about aummoning your 
Council with a view to their accepting the Statement ot May 16, I 
hope you will arrange to do that at an early date." It took Mr. 
Jinnah 16 daya to frame a reply: there waa no reference to aommon- 
ing hia Council. Instead, we have the thcsia about the ains 
of the Congreaa, an attempt to prove that *'the Oongreaa have not 
accepted the Statement of May 16 from the lieginning." He 
evidently referred to the Congreaa argument about ''Grouping** which 
differed from that of the Cabinet Delegation. The idea that appears 
to have been revolving in the Mualim League leader'a mind was that 
if the Congreaa can remain in the Interim Government with 
thia refusal to accept the Cabinet Delegation's interpretation 
notwithstanding, the Mualim League waa entitled to be there in 
spite of their July 39 reaoiulton with-drawing support from both 
the May 16 Plan, known aa the long-term plan of forming a conati- 
tution for India by a Constituent Aaaembiy and the June 16 Plan, 
known aa the ahort-term Plan of an Interim Government representative 
of all olaaaea and parties of British India, Lord Wavell and the London 
Government accepted thia plea and allowed the Muslim League nomi- 
nees to stay inside the Interim Government where they constituted an 
element of demoralisation among the officialdom, encouraging all rt calcitrant 
foTM in the country. There waa no finease in their tactics; the way in 
which the Muslim League nominees of the Interim Govtiroment aor- 
monded tbemaelvas with Mualim officials, drawing them from their loyalty 
to the Government aa a whole, creating eelia of conspiracy in almost 
every department of the State, laid the foundation of the diaruptloQ 
whion OTwrtook the oountry. We do not know the reasons that prompted 
Mm British Government to tolerate this break-down in the morale ct 
Mm peraonnal of the Adminiatration, and cannot see bow they hoped 



TBB ISDlktU kWHVkL BBQI9TBB ( JULY 

lo imftt from this batrayat of their trust. We should like to know 
if the British authorities in rjoodon ever had aoy oocasiou to realise 
the dangerous possibilities of this playing with the integrity of the 
offloial aet*up they had erected in India, how this tactics would Im 
traostoriniDg the instrummt of their rule into sabot'^iirs of their 
eharaoter. If they ever did it. they did it rather late, six months after 
the Wavell experimeot of double dealing. For, we find the Secret^ 
of State for India, Lord Pethiok Lawrence, acknowledging 
in the House of Lords on the 25th February 25, 1947, the defeat of 
this policy. In announcing that the Labour Government proposed to 
reoall British power from India by June, 1948, bis lordshijp said : 
*^be advice we have reoeiv^ from responsible authorities lu India 
has been that taking all ciroumstanoes into account British rule can- 
not be maintained in its exinting b sis with adequate efficiency after 
1948:** But in Ootober-Novemher, 1946, the Wavell technique of 
balancing the forces represented by the Indian National Congress 
and the All-India Muslim League respectively was on its trial. The 
London Govarnmeot allowed the Governor-General to introduce Oongress 
nominees and those of the League into the inner counsels of the Adminis- 
tration and to play one against the other. Thereby it appeared to 
have postponed the evil day when the choice will have to be made 
one way or the other whether Britain should retire with dignity, 
with tome remnants of it at least, or make an attempt **for a short . 
while to restore the old position of complete control by the British 
]^j.” The time we have b^en dealing, with was occupied with this 
experiment. Therefore we 6od the [jondon Government making an 
attempt to stage a Bound Table Conference at London with a view to 
persu^e the leaders of the Congress and the League to make it up and 
to oo-operate in making a constitution for the future g »veroauoe of 
India through the Constituent Assembly suggested on the May 16, 
(1946) Statement or Plan of the Cabinet Delegation and of the 
Governor-General, 

It appears that there were people in high authority other than 
those in Britain who felt themselves drawn inno an interest in thene 
, nt'gotiations. Mr. Dean Achesou, acting Secretary of 
Oovernment s for Foreign Affairs in the United States Admini- 

Csplorsncs * stratioo, gave expression to their concern that the 
decisions of the Indian leaders **at this moment 
in history may directly affect world peace and prosperity for genera- . 
tions to come." He did not confine himself to this high argument 
•lonN but referred to the purpose of the London Conferenoe in 

unambiguous terms . 

crux f'f the iuternal problem oow eoufronting appears to arise 
from differeneee of opinion b**tweeii the two principal parties as to the 

eouditlons under which Provinces osn elect to loin or remsin out of 

the Su^Federttions in North* West snd Nort-Esst India 

am confident that if the Indian leaders show the msgnanimons 

spirit which the ocoasion dem«Dds they ean go forward together on the 

basis of the clear provisions on this point eontsined in the con^titu- 

tionsl Plan proposed ^ the British Cabinet Mission last spring to forge 
an Indian Federal union ip which the elements of the i opulatioii will 
have ample scope to achieve their legitimate political and economic 

aspirationa** 
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* pih •fcMMoeat of Uoited Stetaa ioleraBk io Indian affain «w 
Bdikd# w Daooiiibttr 3, 194& when Ihe Coogress end Ijeegne leed^ii 
PuattKehni London* invited there to etmighten out tho 

differeooea that had stood between the two predoiiii« 
nant political parties and schools of thought in India. 
1^6 reaction of the Oongress loaders to this invita* 
tion was not at all encouraging. Xboy felt that the 
l^roposed Gonferenoe would be* or is likely to be,, used as 
an oooasion for *a re*opening of the various decisions arrived at since 
the visit of the Oabinet Delegation to India.** 


BrHiUl 

Mat Ceagress 

Its Cea* 
fei 


There was frankness in this statement of Oongress attitude 
towards the proposal of a new Cooferenoe at London. It was 
explained in course of a letter to Lord Wavi ll dated November 26» 1946* 

** It would app^tr that the proposal {of a Coiiftureooc at London) 

involves a re-oponing and -consideration of the various decisions srrived st since 
the visit of the British C?abiM«H Dclcgstion to India. The Muslim league accepted 
places in ihe Goveromeiit on the very clear uuderstanding that they also accepted 
the long»icrm proimals contained in the Cabinet Mission's t^Utcmeiit of Mav I6. 
Indeed, they could not join the Government otherwise. But, now the Ijeague nave 
announced verv definitely that they sill not participate in the Constituent Assem* 
bly. We attach, as you are aware, great iniiKirtance io the holding of the meet- 
ing of the CoMStituent Assembly on the date fixed, namely, Decembtr 9. The 
invitation to us to go to London appears io us to rc-open the whole problem 
which was settled to a large exeiit in ihe Cabinet Mission's statement and the. 

formation of the Interim u^ivernment 

**We arc conviiicvd, however, that our leaving India now would mean that, 
at the instance of the l.<eaguc, the Cabinet Mission's Plan is going to be abandon* 
*edor aubsantially varh d, and that we arc parties to it. It would mean giving in to 
the League's intransigence and incit(*ment to violence, and this would have 
diaastrous coiiacquonces. The first thing to he certain about is that plans agroc<l to 
will be implemcDted, and that there will be a euntinuity of policy, ihere has l>ecii 
suapicion enough. Any addition to it will wreck the whole scheme and make it 
difficult to replace it by another " 

To this letter the whole or the substance of which was cahli*d 
to the Prime Minister of Britain, the latter sent a reply on November 2B 
through Lord Wavell assuring Pundit Nehru about his Government's 
attitude. 

**Tbe ob}cet of our talks would be to try and ensure a successful meeting of 
ihe Constituent Assembly on Dceemher 9. There is no intention of abandoning 
either the decision of the Assembly to meet, or the plan put forward by the Oabinet 
Ddegatlon. It is our desire to see that this is implemcnU^d in full and not 
to abandon or alter it " 

In reply to this. Pundit Nehru sent to Mr. A ttloo on the same day 
through the Governor- General, a grudging acceptance of the invita- 
tion to London, taking occasion to ro-state and ro-emphasixo the 
Congress stand'point. 

**As we have repeatedly stated, wc accept the Cabinet Delraatiun tdan in its 
entirety. In regard to certain interpretations we made our position p<>tfecttv clear 
to the Delegation and we have proceeded accordingly since then. We have further 
stated that In the event of different interpretatioDs, the matter should be referred 
to the Federal Court, and wc shall abide by the Court's decision. In regard to 
this, our position is quite clear, and we are completely committed to it. We are 
onable to change it and have no authority to do so. Hence our visiting Lpndon 
for thia purpose is not necessary.*' 

** .....if in spite of this, or because yon desire to consider other matters, 

vou desire us to come, we shall endeavour to do so. But we shall have io return 

hy December 0, in time for the Constituent Assembly 

19 
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On the eeme day Mr* Attlee replied that ha noted what had baea 
said about **tbe poeition of the OoDgreeat"* but ^none-the-leee we feel ttit 
.Tiytef le re-epea » by you before the OoDetitoent AeeemUy meete 
all the eeaetita* would bo of great valae." So we found Pundit Mebm 

NwiaMiwiei ^nd Sardar Baldev Singh leaving for London with 

* MaJielie** many misgivings but * out of politeness* to the Londm 

^ ^ Qpvernment. as Sardar Patel characterized tbe visit. 

Their misgivings were caused by past experience of British double- 
desAing, extracting concessions and then confronting their opponents 
with fresh interpretations of the deliberately vague commitments or 
promises. On the present occasion also opportunity for such clever- 
ness cropped up. Pandit Nehru had wanted to pin down the proposed 
conference to a specific Issue, that about tbe different interpretations 
put on Para 19 Clause 5 and Para 19 Clause 8 of the Cabinet 
Mission’s plan of May 16. 1946. He expressed on behalf of the 

Congress the feeling that the proposed conference was motivated by 
the purpose of *'re-opening** the various decisions on constitutional 
issues taken since the visit of the Cabinet Delegation They knew 
that the Muslim League leader^ Mr Mohammad AH Jinnab, had been 
pressing tor a rie novo consideration of them all, for a postponement 
of the Constituent Assembly. The Congress was totally opposed to 
this, and in Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru’s letters of November 26 and 
November 28, intended for the British Prime Minist^^r, he made the 
position dear beyond any possible misunderstanding in the future. 
The correspondonoe between Mr Jinnah and Mr. Attlee or Lord 
'Wavell in oonneotion with this affair is not all before the 


public; we do not know, for instance, what wore the terms and c ndi- 
tions under which the League leader had agreed to join the pro- 
posed ConferoDOO. We have to deduce those from his cable to Mr. 
Attlee as published in the Press on the authority of a Karachi telegram 
dated November 30, 1946. 

'^Your mosHOgo to rutiJii Mchru without disclosing bis comraunication to you 
delivered to mo at 9 tonight (November 29) is a new position after we bad 
accepted the invitation to go to London. Wc cannot agree to confine only to 
matters mentioned in your nitMsnge to Pundit Nehru in the tight of what has al- 
ready taken place which has created an entindy new situation. Unless it is open 
to us to discuss the whole situation, it will be no use my going to London, i lease 
wire clarifying the position immediately." 

Mr. Attlee having got Puudit Nehru and Sardar Baldev Siugh to 
agree to go to London found do difficulty in amplifying the purpose 
of the proposed confabulations in Loudon, and Mr. Jinnah received the 
following cable on November 30 from the British Prime Minister : 

trust that you will come (o lx>iidon. Your refusal must be b4scd on the 
misunderstanding of my telegram to Nehru There is nothing in it to prejudice 
loll consideration of all (loiiits of view." 


The League leader appeared to be sati^fiAd and wired thanks for 
*‘olarifioation and assurance.*' But what ho got in consequenoe of tbe 
Brillili Oevevn- Doodon visit was far more important and far-reach- 

meal'o eadsrse- ^^g. The endorsement by the British Govenunent of 

meal et Masllrn his oontention that ''Grouping" was 'compulsory" at 

Leagee depIMty the first instance was really an endorsement by 

* Interim them of the false pretence by which the Mnslim 

Qeverament League bad been allowed to enter the Interim Gov- 

ernment. On Ootober 4, 1946, Lord Wavell hid 
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wrilliii to Mr. Jinuh that the entry of Moelim Leegne nomlntti WM 
eonliHontl on the HosUm Leegne retoinding tie reeolaiioii potted on 
July 99. 1946. withdrawing oo-operetion with the Oonetitnent Aetembly 
M tketohed in the May 16 statement. But Mr. Jinnah simply ignored* 
this bint ; he was allowed to ignore it thus, and the British Oovem* 
ment always punotilions when a point can be scored by insisting on 
the obtenranoe of understandings, implicit or explicit, turned the bUnd 
eye on this duplicity of Mr. ' Mohammad Ali Jinnah and bis organ!* 
nation. By this enooursgement. Mr. Attlee's Government became a part* 
ner in guilt of all the gangsterism that disrupted human relations in 
India and laid waste fertile areas in the Punjab. The publicist is not 
required to pass judgment on whether or not it was possible fmr Lord 
WaveU with the full support of the Attlee Government to aek the 
Muslim League nomiuees to quit the Interim Government as soon as 
it was realized that Mr. Mohammad Alt Jinnah was in no mood to 
sinoerely co-operate in tho Interim Government or help oonatmot Ml 
and through the Conatiiuout Assembly the constitution of the future 
governance of India. That he did not do so was all too plain, and 
the Muslim League nomiooes in the Interim Government wore allowed 
to sabotage it from within, to demoralise the whole of officialdom in 
India. The act of weakness or malignity on the |>art of Lord WaveU 
has brought indeacrihahle misery ou millions of men. women and ohil* 
dren. Wo canuot believe that the British Government had no purpose 
in tolerating and encouraging the Muslim League in its ‘‘fifth column'* 
aotivitics from inside the Interim Qovoromont. This purpose could 
not be for the good of India. But this policy has not work^ towards 
strengthening Britain's vested iDtercsts established during two hundred 
years in this country. The folly of it became a demonstrable ignominy. 
Its failure detiiaudod a victim and Lord Wavell was it when he was recalled, 
or dismissed, so to say. from bis high post in India as Viceroy of 
his king and Governor-General of the country. But. as we have said 
above, in November December, 194G. bis tactics was on trial as the last des- 
perate throw of the upholders of a system that had been living on 
Indian dis-unity, and that thought that the Muslim League could be 
used to postpone the day of its liquidation. 

But this policy did not succeed. On Dooember 6. 1946, it did its 
worst to discredit the work of the Constituent Assembly by declaring that 

**Hhould thf eonstiiutioii romc to be frsmed by a CkiDstitucoi Aisembly in 
which a large section of the lodiait |K>pulaiioii had not beeii represented. His 
Majesty’s Govern meet could not, of course, con template-- ss the OongresM has 
staled they would not coutemplsie— forcing such a constitution iqion any unwilling 
parts of the country.*' 

This declaration exposed for all^ times the hypocrisy of British 
professions about conoem for “onwilliDg parts" of India revolting 
against the prospect of subjection to a constitution forced 
fdtosaJmM cf against their will. It also proved how fatso 

Jane IS. 1940 ^48 the assurance that Lord Wavell bad sent in his loltsv 

dated 16th of June, 1946. to Moulana Azad. Ptosi* 
dont of the Congress that **lhe statement of 16th May does ml malts 
grouping compulsory,** (liuHcs ours). From the first Assam sod ibo 
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Nortb'Watft FronNer Provineei prdtesled against their being imt mider 
the SniionB to wbioh they had bUn pot under the Cabinet Delegatioii e 
Flan. And for about eix monthf the Congress bad been maintaining 
He opposition to snob ** Grouping*’ on behalf of these '*nnwilling parts/" 
The British Government and the Muslim League bad been on ^e other 
hand treading on the principle of ^self-determination" for reasons that 
have never been explained. And during the debate that was held in 
the House of Commons (December 12-13/ 1946). the spokesman of the 
Government had not a word to say in support of this outrage on 
the principle# the basic . principle of freedom. Sir Stafford Oripps 
talked on every conceivable subject in the Indian situation, but he 
bad no word to say why Assam, for instance, should be *Vouped" 
with Bengal. His Government and ' the Muslim League were thus con- 
fronted by the smallest of Indian Provinces with an opposition at the 
altar of wbioh the whole structure of May 16. 1946. appeared destined 
UT be wrecked. And they tried to get over this difBoulty by a fluke, 
by an interpretation that contradicted the expressed and clear words 
of the Governor-General# words already quoted above. Though Sir Stafford 
Oripps avoided the subject, there was Sir John Anderson, 

an ex-Govemor of Bengal, who brought it into focus in course of 
his speech on the occasion. He was a member of the party 

in British public life which accepted Mr, Winston Churchill as leader ; 
bis knowledge of Indian conditions did not incline him to flirt with 
the idea of partition as a desirable way out of the impasse. He was 
at the same time aware that such a possibility existed^ that the 
British Government may have '*to hand over authority not to the Cen- 
trid Government representing the whole of India but to some other 
authority, however constituted I do not know.'* It appeared from bis 
speech that he^ was vaguely anxious. But what he said about 
'^partition'' and "'grouping'* was positively constructive ; and we quote 
it below, though his ideas did not have weight with his own party 
or with the British Government. 

“I personally, from such knowledge as I have of the Indian situation and 
affairs, would not regard partition in any torm as intrinsically attractive. I agree 
in that reapeot with the ooroments of the Cabinet Mission. I can perfectly u^er- 
« stand that partition in some form might commend itself to sections of Indian pi- 
nion as preferable to something else wh*ch they might regard as still worse, j&t 
there were very great practical difliculties. The economic situation under any par- 
tition scheme in India must present many difficult featur«s and there were also 
special considerations affecting particular areas. 

***ihe north-west frontier seems to be comparatively simple because you have 
the N. W. F. rrovince. you have Bind and British Baluchistan. But the Punjab pre- 
sents features which are deserving of special consideration under any plan, and I 
should very greatly hope that some way would be found, however the situation may 
ultimately uiape itself, of keeping together the communities in the Punjab— BIklis. 
Hualima and Hindus. I am glsd to learn from something said the other day that 
responsible leaders of the hsnslims have expressed themselves as sympathising to 
that conoeption of partiiion which presenta in my view the moat formidable 
difficulty. 

only in Assam, an area In which there is not a Muslim majority althongh 
it is oloaely linked etbnologically and economiesliy with Eastern Bengal, but Bengal 
in the west contains a community wbioh ia predominantly Bindu and the great 
city of Ofdoutta. which ia almost the only effective outlet for the products ol Bengal# 
ia. 1 think, 75% Hindu. 1 think that siguments that could be advanced on one 
or the other side in regsrd to Calcutta in rdaiion to the partition of India preaent 
Tsry formidible difficulties indeed/’ 
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SSiiia we see febaL by Ibe time the eroDts of whieb we ba?e been dieeiill* 
ing iim« Britieh pditioiaoB appeared to havo accepted the logic of tbe deeper* 
Mr. €lmrchlll*e remedy looming behind the demand of the Moi** 

iarfK aad breed lim League for a aoparate State of their own 
blete et blood- imagtnatioti. Sir John Andereon's epeeoh was typical 
of .this attitude of their anxious bolploasnese. His party 
leader. Mr. Winston Churcbill. gloated over the prospect in India, 
over Hindu and Muslim cutting one another's throat. A few samplea 
of purple patches from bis speech may not be unintcreating in view 
of the proven fact that the British bureaucracy in India and the 
class nom which they were generally recruited in Britain were not 
innocent of creating the conditions that produced these "killings.*' Mr. 
Ghurcbiirs speech was evidence of such encouragement of the gang- 
elerism that the* Muslim League bad been allowed to introduce Into the 
public life of India. He took special pains to disavow responsibility 
for the course of events taking shape in our country, lest they 
bo 'lield accountable" for these as distinguished from tbs Labour 
Qovernment. And he presaged things that would happen in India. 

ail facts and omens point to the revival, in aeiito and violent forms. 

of the internal hatreds and quarrels which have K>ng remained dormant under the 

mild incompetence of liberal lirttish control. As I warned the House in 

1931. if we we 1 * to wash otir hundn of responsibilitv. a tierce civil war would imme- 
diately break out, but this waniinu. like others, fell on deaf eara ** 

** the cardinal error of the British Uovernmcui when on AuffuitlS (1946) 

they invited one single Indian party, tlic ('oitgreas, to nominate all the membm 
of the Viceroy's Executive O/Ouncil, thereby precipiutitiK strife and maasaeres over 

a wide region unparalleled in India since the Inaiaii Mutiny of 1857... 

** This is only a foretaste of what may well come in the future.. 

This frightful slaughter in wide regions bad In the main fallen upon the Muslim 

minorities • •*** . . .... 

...disputes and deadlocks were not the itsura at atake. They were only 
symbols of the passion and hatred of thousanda of y^ars. 'J'be unity of India was 
a superheiai appearance impOMrd there by long generations of British rule, and it 
would pass away for long periods of time once the 1 material clement of guidance 
from outside was withdrawn." 

Members ware there. Labourites and Conservatives, who dissociated 
themselves from the purpose and the sentimeots of the leader of the 
Many members Opposition. Colonel Hamilton (Lab), four generations 
cbatleege4 Mr. of whose family had served in India, twitted Mr, 

Chareblll and bta Churchill with continuing to see "India in a state 

•eailmeau similar to what it was when he was a young sub- 
altern there he did not like to recognize that the people ef India **had been 

given the feeling that the one thing they wanted was independence noder a 
government of their own." Sir Stanley Beed, for years editor of the Bombay 
Timk» of India, wished that Mr. Churchill bad given "some oonstructive 
alternative to the Government's programme." Mr. Thomas field 
(Lab.; regarded Mr. OhurehiH's speeob "as tantamount to an inoitamenl 
to "the minorities to continue to block the way to SelLQovemment*** 
Mr. Bilvertoo (Lab,) thought that if "the Cabinet Mission bad erred, it 
was more towards the side of the Muslims rather than the Oongrest/* 
Mr. Hugh Molson (C)«-*ono of the Tory Beform Choup— hoped that tba 
Government would not allow the * end of British rule in India to be fol- 
lowed by an enforcement by British troops of the rule of one oommi^- 
ty over another.** Mx» Gallachar (Communis!) suggested that tbs British 
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should wUhdrsw, sod then it will bo foond thst tba Indisiis sio wdl 
sbls to **sort things oot for tbsmfiolTM/* Msjor Wyatt (Lab) who bad aooom* 
paiiiad Sir Stafford Cripps to India as Poiionai Assistant said that 
Ifr. Oburchiirs speoeh was **a deliberate attempt to suggest to the 
Muslim League that it was no good relying on the Cabinet Mission’s 
plan beoause the odds were against them from the start." Major 
Beamish (C) wondered **whether it would be useful to refer the 
differences between the Muslim Ijeague and the Congress to the Fe- 
deral Court beoause he found it diffioult to believe that the former 
would accept the decision if it differed from their present opuiion." 
Mr. Nicholson (0) said that ‘'Britain must band over India in"^ run- 
ning order" and demanded that *'ixx:mcdiate steps should be taken to 
strengthen the administration.'* This sampling of opinions left the 
impression on the mind, that even those who were confirmed enemise 
of India's freedom had no constructive suggestion to make, that they 
were not sure that it would be possible to re-assert the old regime, 
from Britain's "dissipated resources/’ as Mr. Churchill had 
suggested, * "by any apparatus of British-controlled Government." 
The debate showed the Labour Government of Britain trying to be ^ 
apologetic of the mess to which they had reduced India, always 
eager to assure that sleeping dogs are beet left undistubrbed, always hoping 
for the best. From this mood no positive action could emerge except 
postponing decision, the nearest approach to which was suggested by 
Major Wyatt, a confidante of Sir Stafford Cripps, in course of this 
particular debate, 

**We must say clearly and une<)uivocaUy to India tl at on a certain fixed 
date, wo are going to leave India with our troops, with our oOtcials, and with any 
British resident who wish to go with us. Wc must announce that date before 
the administrative machinery has completely crumpled in our hands. 1 hat date, 

I would auggest, should certainly not be more than 12 months shead. We can- 
not allow British troops to be dragged into cither side in a civil war." 

This announoemont came a little over two monthd later on Febru- 
ary 20, 1947, when the British Government declared that they would 
The CoBstituaut withdraw their power from India by June, 1948, at 
*tha^*iicca?* latest. But in December, 1946, they could only 
fdoa and Its res- wobble. They were anxious that the Constituent 
poBslbillty Assembly, scheduled to meet on December 9, should 

not meet but wait on the pleasure or whim of the Muslim League, 
but they dared not postpone it. Mr. Cburcbill in his speech bad quest- 
ioned whether qx not the meetings at New Delhi being held on and since 
December 9 were that of "a valid Constituent Assembly.*^ Mr. Alex- 
ander, a member of the Cabinet Delegation, who concluded the debate 
on behalf of the Government refused to be drawn out further into 
the matter. Perhaps, he was satisfied with the December 6 announoe- 
ment clearing the Government's position that they could not present 
to the British Parliament any Bill embodying the oonolusions of the 
Constituent Aseembly holding its sittings at New Delhi during the 
days wbcm this debate was held. The lhaders of the Muslim League ; 
represented in the Constituent Assembly, refused to co-operate in its 
work, but otiber elements in the country jrepreaented by the Congress 
and other organinations were there in fi^ strength, resolved to bnme 
a constitution that would be ^'reared for immortality, if the work of 
man may justly aspire to such a title" as Dr. Sachohidananda Sin* 
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hMi^ hmponxy Ohairman of tho CooBtituoDt Aftembly, vary appoalMy 
qaotad from 8lory» Ibo jraateafc American iuriet, in oonolnding hia 
book 6nttUed~**(7 on fht* Constitution of /A« UmM Sin* 

t 0 $. Dr. Saohebidaoanda SinhaWi address rose to the dignity of the 
oooa^on. and he called on his fellow-members to realise it, to realiae 
their responsibilities as the arohiteots of their country's future. The 
world recognised that a new epoch was being opimed before India, 
and the United States, China and Australia sent **good wi«»he«* fur 
the success of its work. The British Government, however, failed to 
take notice of this historic event, a strange altitude to adopt ; 
it reflected the grudging spirit that oharaoteriE**d all their 
conoession to Indian sontiaient and their rospor^ses to India's 
demands for freedom. The Governor*Oonoral, Ijord Wavoll, was deliberately 
absent from New Delhi. This ailonce, thin alisonce and 
their significance were not lotit on any iiody in India : those were height* 
ened by what roprosontatives of the U. 8. A. of China, and of Australia's 
Governments said on the occasion* Dr, Sinha road the following 
messages, 

**Wilh the approach uf Decrniber 9, 1 ex end to you as rroviaionsl Ohatr- 
man of ihc Oouatituent Aaacinhiy and through you to the Indian ixoplc the sin- 
cm* good wishta of the United ti ntra (iovt riimcnt and of tiic iHoppMtf the Untied 
States for « aiuvc-afnl co cliiaion of it-c gnat task >ou arc *dH>ut »u undertake. 
India has a gn at contribution t> m .ke to the prates aiatulity and ctiilural advan- 
oemeni of mank iul, and your dchbrraiioti will he watched wi h dt cp in tenet by 
freedom* loring people ihrottghoui the entire world **—. Srr ret tirv n; ftir f’o- 

ret if n Affairs, (‘,SA. 

**du the atiapieioua oecnaion of the opening of the Indian (*onaittucnt Aasem- 
bly I have the honour to ext 4 *nd to you in the name of the National (lovenimrnt 
of China, my hciirtieat eongraliilationa. I ainecreW hope that your Aancmbly 
will euceeod in laying the solid foundationa for a demoeratie and prosperous In- 
dia*’. Fttreign Shniater, Chin i. 

‘*I*hc Anatralian t lovcriiincnt gneta the oix'iiing of the ('oiiatitiient Assembly 
as an otitMmrd aigii of a new era for India and ofTcm the de)egHt<*s of Uie (V>ii- 
siitueiii Aaaen^biy its beat wialuw for aiim'sa in their taak." h\m tgn 
Commonwealth of Austroltn. 

We have seen how tlio Uritiah Govorninont frowned u|mn the 
inauguration of tho ConsUiuont Aasctnhiy ; we have seen how the 
Tba Cenatltwant Muslim Loaguo found courage in this frowning to 

Assembly at decide to koop abaont its roproaentativos from the 

Constituent Assotnbly and ptrsist in doing this even 
after enough time had been given thorn to re-consider thoir decision. 
Both these attitudes were ros|>ODsibto for creating a feeling of indo- 
oisivenoss in the proceedings of the Gonatituont Assembly. On tho 
second day (Deoemlmr 10. 1946). Acharya Kripalani moved a rcsolu* 
tion to aot up a Coininittee of 15 membors to frame "rules of proce* 
dure and other matters.*' Tho resolution, as circulated, contained tho 
words that the Committee should report on the "rules of procedure 

the Assembly, Sections, and Committees.'* But when he moved the 
resolution, he dropped the words — "Sections and .Committeea"-^beoause 
be (alt these to be "superfluous,** as the "Sections and Committees'* 
were, by implication, parts of the Constituent Assembly. But there were 
members who refused to accept this plea ; they felt that the omis* 
sion of theea words might* be taken advantage of by the recalcitrants 
of the Muslim Laagna if they choee to join later the Oonstituent Asein» 
Uy when they might contend that the rules and procedure framed 
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did not bind the **SootIon8 nnd Oommitieet'* as theta had been 
framed for the Attembly only. Therefore an Amendment was moved 
by a Bengal member* t>r» Snreth Chandra Banerjee and enpported 
by another Bengal member* Dr. Sbyma Prasad Mukherjee insitting 
on "tpeoifioally** mentioning "Seotiont and Committees*' in the reeoln- 
tion. A debate entuod* and it revealed that behind the J>ack of this 
innocent omiteion, certain **fandamental issues*' (Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehm*e words) ware involved* and though he ha4 helped to frame 
the resolution, be advised the retention of these words. Dr. Jayakar* 
however* pressed for their omission on the plea that there was **an 
important group who are not present here but who are watching 
these proceedings with a very jealous and suspicious eye, to disooyer 
whether yon are taking anything out of their hands." As thev are 
vitally interested in Sections B. and 0. of the Cabinet Mission s plan 
they might feel that the Constituent Assembly was taking advantage 
of their absence and usurping powers over these Sections where by 
their number they hoped to have the decided say. Dr. Banerjee's 
amendment was accepted. But the debate on it exposed the trend 
of mind of a largo section of the members of the Constituent As- 


sembly. 

The same feeling prevailed when the **Obieotive8*' Besolution, 
The 'Objaetlvas*' sponsored by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on December 
hs!m anti hmng discussed. The first and main clause 

•splrsilcns of the resolution was worded as follows ; 

^Wherein this Constituent Assembly declares its firm and solemn resolve to 
proclaim India as an indepcndi nt, sovereign Bcpiiblic and to draw up for her 
future Government a constitution, the territories that now comprise <thc Dominion 
of) India, the territories that now form the Indian States, and such other parta 
of India as are outside (the Dominion of) India and the Stages, as well as such 
Other territories as are willing to be constituted into the iudependent, sovereign 
India shall be a Union of them all ; 


In diacusaing this resolution, the same note of caution was struck 
by Dr. Jayakar and Dr. Ambodkar. They wanted to wait till the 
arrival of Muslim League representatives and those of. the States. 
The use of the word **Bepublic" might scare the Princely Order away ; 
the Muslim League might be in a huff because such a resolution had 
been passed in their absence. This appeal for procrastination appears 
to have met with success* and Dr. Bajendra Prasad, the permanent 
President of the Constituent Assembly* announced on December 28, 
(19A6) that future discussions on the ''Objectives" Besolution bad 
been postponed to the January session of the Assembly. Thus did 
the year 1946 end with a note of interrogation to all that bad hap- 
pened since the Cabinet Delegation's arrival in India in March* 1946, 
The stalemate reached was the product of British encouragement of 
Mnslim League intransigence which could have been controlled if the 
Muslim League representatives had been asked by Lord Wavell to 
quit the Interim Oevernment if they did not join the Constituent 
Assembly* This betrayal set loose all the forces of anarchy over the 
country by the Muslim League with oonsequeuces that the world has 
watched with horror.*---/63psaa//y eantrOfuUd Shri Suresh Chandra D$b.) 
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The Indian National Congress 

Proceedings of the Working Comniittee 
Delhi— April 12—18, April 26—30, May 17—24 and 
June 9 — 26, 1946 

Meetings of the Working Oommittee were held at l>c1hi from April 19 to IBr 
April 9 !^ to%» May 17 to 24 and June 9 to 26, 1946. Maulana Abul Kalam Asad 
presided. The members present were Bhris Baroiini Naidu. Jawharlal Nehru, 
Wllabhbhai Patel, Hajendra Prasad, Pattabhi Bitaramayya, Khan Abdul Ghafiar 
Khan, Shankar Rao Deo, Govinda Ballabh Pant, Prafuila Chandra Ghosh, Asafali, 
Uarekrishna Mahatab, and J. B. Kripalani. Bhri Barat Chandra Bose was present 
by special invitation. Khan Abdul tihaffar Khan and Hsrekrishna Mahatab were 
aosent from some sittings of the Committee. Gaadhiji was generally present at 
the afternoon sittings of the Committee. 

These moetin|n were devoted primarily to negotiations with the Cabinet 
Mission with regard to the setting up of the Constituent Assembly to frame the 
Constitution of a free and irid^endent India and the establishment of a provi- 
sional national government. The Working Committt^ considered a few other 
matters also at these meetings and passed ri^olutions on them. The resolutions 
are given here. 

(1) Bfiiii RiirLAWiAi Desai 

The Working Committ<H* places on n^cord its profound boubc* of grief and loss 
at the death of Bhri Bliulabhai iJesai who sorvtHl tne country at great sacrihe^* and 
with great abilitjr and devotion for a number of years as a ineinber of the Working 
Committee and in various other capacities, particularly as leader of the Congress 
Party in the (kmtral Legislative Assembly and as heading (‘ouiisel for the dofenco 
in the 1. N. A. trials, and offers to Hhri Dliirajlal Desai and Bliriinati Madhuri 
Desai its sinccrcst condolcnees and sympathy. 

(9) Mjnihtkhh anj» <>>n«ui:hs ExEcrrivKs 

In March 1937, on the cK^casiun of the foriuation of the Congress Government 
in the provinces, the Working ComniitUic detuded that tin* ('ougross Miiiist(*rB 
should coutiiiiie to remain menilnrrs of the Congress l''\e('utive ('onmiittecs though 
they could retain membership of the general bodies siudi as the All India 
Congress Committee and the Provincial Congress Committees. 

In view of the many developments that liave taken place since then, it is 
desirable to consider this question afresh and the Oniirnittec will do so in the 
near future. Meanwhile, tlie resolution of Maroh, 1937 shall be considered 
suspended. 

(3) PiTiiLK* Funi>» 

A question has been ref tarred to the Working Committee as to whether a 
public worker or leader is justihed in receiving for his own use monies collected 
irom the public and presented to him in the form of a purse at a public function. 

The Working Oommittee having fully considorea the question in all its 
bearings is firmly of opinion that such purses should only be utilised for public 
purposes and not for tne personal use of the reenpient of the purst^. Any personal 
use of the public monies prese.ntM to our publicmen is bound to lead to corrup- 
tion in public life. The Committee is further of opinion that public men should 
maintain accounts of the monies given to them by tlic public. 

U) Indonesia's Offer of Rice to India 

The Working Oommittee desire to convey their gratitude to Dr. Shariar, 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Indonesia, and to the ^vernment of the people 
of Indonesia lor their f^enerous ofier to supply half a million tons of rice to India. 
That offer, made at a time when Indonesia herself has to face serious problems and 
ditfiottlties, demonstrates the close and friendly bonds that unite Indonesia and 
India. The Committee send their greetings to the people of Indonesia and espress their 
solidarity with them in the cause of freedom. They look forward to close oo« 
operation in the future between an independent India and an independent 
Indonesia. 

(5) Boutb Africa 

The Con|(rass Working Committee note with satisfaction not unmized with 
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conema that IndUijii in South Africa have ttarted the eannaign of CIyU Dliobe* 
dienoe aa a protest against the rcccnUy paescd legislation d; the South Alrieas 
FOrliament impoeing disabilities upon them. 1 be Congress Working ComniHtee 
are of i^inion that the campaign carries in it the seeds of success in so far as the 
honour of Indians is concemed as distinguished from the loss of material prospects. 
The Committee expect that having bt>guii the struggle the Kesislers sill carry U 
to an end without yielding. The Committee assure the Kesislers of full sympaUry 
in their brave straggle and hope that those who are not themselves llesisters will 
not on any account succumb to the temptations contained in the legislation itself and 
such small concessions that may be held out by the Union liOTcromcnt. The 
inferior status assigned to the Indians by the Act can be wiped out only by ita 
complete abrogation. The Committee ho|H^ and expect that while the Government 
of India remains in the British i)Owcr, His Excellency the Viceroy will see to 
using his tnducnco openly on behalf of the brave Ueaistcrs and thus secure for 
them the sympathy of the world in the noble struggle for the rights of man. 

Proceedings of the Working Committee 
Bombay — July 5 to 8, 1946 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held at Bombay from July 5 to 8, 
19|C. Maulana Abul Kalam Axad prostdinl. The members present were bhris Bsrojiol 
Naidu» Jswharlsl Nehriu Vallabhbhai Patel, Pattabhi Mtarammayya. Bhankerrao 
DeOf Govtnd BalUbh Pant, Prafulla Chandra (ihosh. llurekrisliiia Mahatab and 
J. H. Kripaiani. (landhiji was present at the afteriunm sitiings of the C/Ommitieo. 

The Coinmitiett prepared the following draft nwolutions for the A. 1. O. 0. 

(1) Uesolvfd that the resolution of the Working Committee dated June 80 be 
and is hereby ratified. 

(2) J^orTii Akhica 

(Sse A, L C, C, Proceedinffs) 

<3) CkyIaix 

• It passed the following resolution on Ceylon 

The Working t'ornmiiiee have viewed with anxious concern the development 
of the situation in Ceylon relating to the rights and security and welfare of 
Indians in i'eylou anil more particularly of labour in the rubber and tea eatatcsi 
resulting in a general hartal of Indian workers which has already lasted over three 
weeks. The Coinmitu*e Mym]mihise with the dcmanils of Indians for fair treat- 
ment and rights of citizenship and franchise and decjdy regret that any such con- 
flkt should arise between tile Indian residents of Ceylon and the Ceylonese 

Government. i>ylon and India are and must inevitably be closely associated in the 
future and it should be the desire and endeavour of all concenuHl to find a way 
for aetUiiig all disputes in a just and ecpiitable manner honourable to India and 
conducive to enlarging the freedom of people. The CommitU?e while appreciating 
the sacrificea of the i^tate workers in their heroic struggle, are of opinion that 
preseiit strike, which is essentially (nditical in iu motive though it is rdai^ to 
economic prjbleins afTectiug Indian labour aa a whole, should be discontinued, 
with a view to creating an atmosphere favourable to conciliation, and therefore 
advise the Ceylon Indian Congress to call it off. 

The i'ominittec assure the Ceylon Indian Congreat of its full 

syrnfiathy for the cause of IndiatiH in Ceylon and to that end and for taking 

necessary skps to obtain redness for their grievances appoints the following 

Committee for iiivostigatiiin of the mstt4^ra in dispute. 

The Committee will consist of the president (Jawbarlal Nehru), Bhri C. 
Uajagopalachari, Bhri Aryanayaksm and Bhri Uamcbaiidrau. 

Exi^skt Committee foe Constituent Ahsembly 

The Working Committos ap|K>iuUHl U»e following Ex|>eri Committee for iho 
purpose of preparing material for the Constituent Assembly : 

1. Bhri Jswharlal Nehru (t'hatrman). 2. Bhri Asaf Ali. X Bhri K. II 
Munil^ (i) Bhri Gopalaswami Iyengar. (0) Bhri K. T. Bhab. (6) Bhri D. V. 
Gadgil (of the Gokhalc Bchool of Politics and Economics). 7. Bhri Hamayuii 
Kabir. 8. Shri K. Bantanam (of Delhi). 

(The upert Committee met at liclhi on the 80th July, and subsequent days. 
It co-opted Bhri Krishna Kripaiani as a member and convener of tbe 
Committee. 

Kasiimie 

The Committee discussed the situation arising out of the bau of the Kashmir 
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Gk>T«ranieiit on PModit jAwharlal Nehru's entry into Kiehmir Stole end the oonti* 
aaed detention of Sheikh Abdulin, the preeident of the Knehmir Nnttonni Oonie* 
renca It oonnidered the eteps to be token in connection with both the bna nod 
the detention. 

ft r o ce a d i n gi of tho All India CcmgroM Conunittae 

■ Bonbajr— July 6 to 7, 1946 

A meeting of the All Indin Oongrene Committee was held at Bombay on July 
6 and 7 in the Cowasji Jahangir Halt. Two hundred and eighiy-eix memhera 
were preaeat 

Minutes 

The Minutes of the last meeting of the A. I. C. C. held at Bombay from 
Bqidember 2i to 83, 1946 were placed by Shri J. B. Kripalani, the General Seere* 
tory of the A. L C. C. before the Committee and confirmed. 

Laying down of the Pbesidbntial Office 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress President in a brief speech reviewed 
the oouiae of events ever since ho assumed the presidentship of the Congress in 
the year 1940 at Hamgarh. He formally laid down the presidential olSce and 
invited Pandit Nehru to accept the honour and the burdens it carried with it. 

Pandit Jawharlal Nehru toeu took the Presidential chair. 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Pandit Govind Baliabh Pant paid a warm 
tribute to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad for the splendid manner in which he dis- 
charged the heavy responsibilities of Congress Presidentship of six long and 
eventful years. 

The following ooiidoleuce resolution were moved from the chair and passed. 

CONDOLENC^E : Biiiii Bhulauhai Desai 

The A. 1. 0. 0. places on record its profound sense of grief and loss at the 
death of Bhri Bhulabhai Desai who served the country at great sacrifice and with 
great ability and devotion for a number of years as a member of the Working 
Committee and in various other capacities, particularW as leader of the Congress 
Party in the Central Assembly and as leading counsel lor defence in the 1. N. A. 
trials, and offers to Bhri Dhirajlal Desai and Bhrimati Madhuri its sincerest 
condolence and syrauathy. 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad moved the principal resolution of the session. 

The resolution was seconded by bardar Vallabhbhai I'atel. 

Beveral amendments were moved to the resolution. They were, however, 
deolared out of order by the President. There was a debate on the rtsolutiou in 
which a large number of speakers participated. 

The resolution was put to vote and passed. 204 votes were recorded in favour 
of the resolution and 5 against it. 

The text of the resolution as also that of the Working Committee resolution 
of June 84 are given hero. 

Eesolved that the resolution of the Working Committee dated June 20th be and 
ia hereby ratified, 

Bbsolution passed by the Congress Wokkino Committ. on June 80, 194G 

On May 24Ui the Working Committee passed a resolution oa the state- 
ment dated May 16 .issued by tlie British Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy. 
In this resolution they pointed out some defects iu the Btatemeut aud gave their 
own interpretation of certain parts of it. 

fetooe the Committee have been oouiinuously engaged in giving earnest con- 
sideration to tho proposals made on behalf of the British Government iu the 
Btatemeuts of May 16 aud June 10 and have considered the corresDoudeiice in regard 
to them between the Congress ITcsidcnt and the meraliers of the Cabinet Dolega- 
gallon and the Viceroy. ..... . . , .... 

The Committee have examined both these sets of proposals from the point of 
view of the Oonfom obiective of immediate independence and the opening out 
of the avenues leading to the "rapid advance of the .masses, economicauiir and 
sooially, so that their material standards may be raised and poverty, malnutrition, 
ta ming god the look of the neoesaaries of life may be ended, and all the people 
of the country may have the freedom and opportunity to grow and develop 
oflaAf Ai n g to tneir genius. These proposals fall short of these objectives. Yet the 
Committee considered them earnestly in all aspects because of their desire to 
find some way to the peaceful settlement of India s problem aud the ending of 
the oonfliot Itetween India and England, 
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- wmed at it the eetabliibmeDt of 

a uutMl democxatao lnd»n federation, with a oeatral authority, which woold 
oomawid respect fwm the ttstious of the world, maximuiu provitteiid 
ftttt^amy, aua equal righU for all meu aud womeu in the county, I he 
hmitaUou of the central authority as couUiucd in the proposals, as well as 
the ayatem of (sroupiug of provinotai, weakened the whole struoture and was 
unfair to some produces such as the N. W. K. lYoviuce and the Assam, and to 
some of the minorities, notably the bikhs. The Committee disappro?ed of thia. 
Ihey felt, however, that, Uking the proposals as as whole, tiierc was sutHcient scope 
for enlarging and strengthening the cultural authority and for fully eusuriug tl^ 
rights of a province to act according to its choice in icgard to grouping, and 
to give protection to such minorities as might otherwise he plaootl at a disadvantage. 
Certain other objections were also raised on their behalf, notably tlio possibility ot 
uou-iiationals taking any part in the constitution making. It is clear that it would 
be a breach of noui the letter and spirit of the biateiiieut of May 10 if any 
uou-ludian participated in voting ox standing for election to the Constituent 
ABsebly. 

in the proposals for an Interim Uovernmeut contained in Uie Statement 
of June 10 the defects related to matters of viul concern to the Congress. (Some 
of these have been ixiiutcd out in the letter duUni .luuo of the Congress 
i^resideut to the Viceroy. The ITovisiounl Ciovernmeiit must have i>ower and 
authoiity and respoosibiiity and should function iit fact, if not in las, as facto 
iDdepeiiaeut Government leading to Uie lull indo|>cndcnce to come. The members 
of such a governmeut can only hold themselves responsible to the people and not 
to any external authority, lathe lor mutiou of a provision iil or olhiri* government 
Cougressiueu eait never give up the national eharucier of the t'ongress, or accept 
an artineial and unjust parity, or agree to the veto of a comniuiiMl grouii. The 
Gummiltec are uuable to accept the proposals lor the formation oi an Interim 
Goverument as contained iii the Matcmeiit ol June 10. 

The Committee have, however, decided that the Congress should join the 
proposed Lonstituent Assembly, with a view to framing the cuustitutiou of a free, 
united and democratic India. 

While the committee have agreed to Congress purticipution in the Constituent 
Assembly, it is in their opinion essential that a representative and rcMiHUiHible 
Trovisioual jNutional Government lie formed at the earliest iHissibie date. A 
continuation of auihontariuii and unrepresentative govern meal csn only add to tlio 
Buderiug 01 famishing masses and tacrease diseonteut. It will also put iii jeopardy 
the worx ol the Constituent Assembly, which can only function in a fnx* enviruiiitiviit. 

The W'oikiug Committee recommended accordingly ui the All India 
Congress Committee, and for the pur}H>su ol considering and rutityiiig this reco* 
mnieudatiou they eouveued an einergeiit meeting ol the A% 1. 1\ C. ui lioinbay ou 
July G aud 7, lU4G. 

bhnmati burojiui Maidu then moved the following resoluliuu on iSouth 
Africa. It was seconded by i'undit Govind Ballabh I’uiit. I'he resolution was 
passed unanimously. 

iSouTii Ai ru a 

This meeting of the A. 1. C. C,, while it is grieved that it has bocouic impe- 
ratiye for the Indian settlers in bomb Africa once inorb to olfer batyagralm in the 
laud of its birth agaiust a law iinpusing ou them a colour bar far more 
sinister than the one against which tuey had put up a brave tight between 1U07 
aud lull, congratulates the haudful of batyugrahis ou their brave nut equal action 
agaiust heavy odds. 

This meeting is pleased to find that doctors and some other men and women 
are at the head of tne gallant struggle and that among them are rcprescutca 
i:*ar8is, Christians, Musliius and Hindus, This meeiing is also pleased to find 
that a few white meu like the Kev, bcutt have thrown in their lot with the 
batyagrahia, > « i i 

This meeting condemns the action of some white meu in resorting to the uarOM- 
oua method known aa lynch law to terrorise the baiyagrahis into submission to tho 
hamUiating iegiaUtion. It is worthy of note that a large part of the Indiana are 
bom and bred in bouth Africa to whom India exists only in their imagiiiatloii. 
These eolontal*boru U ndtans have adopted European manners ^and customa ana 
Engiiah haa become like their mother tongue. . * 

Xhta meeting notea with great aatiafaction that the Indian reaiatm 
ing their atnq^ free from violence in any shape or form eonduetiiig it with 
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di(piity and without rancour and that they are thua BufTering not only for their 
«eif-re»pect but for the honour of India, and by their heroic resistance setting a 
noble example to all the exploited {leoples of the earth. 

This meeting assures the Indian settlers of BouUi Africa of India's full 
support in this unequal struggle and is firmly of opinion that persistence in it is 
bound to crown their effort with success. 

This meeting appeals to H. K. the Viceroy to use all his endeavour and 
ensure that of the British Govern meiit in aid of this struggle and invites the 
European residents of India to raise their voice in protest against white hooligansim 
and the anti-Asiatic and anti-colour legislation of Buuth Africa. 

Ntm-0£icial Resolutions 

The A. 1. C. 0. Odice received notice of some non-official resolutions to be 
moved at the A. 1. 0. C. meeting. The president explained that the present meeting 
of the A. 1. C. 0. was a Rpeciai meeting convened for the specific purpose of consider- 
ing the decision of tiic Working Committee taken on the proposals of the Oaoi net 
delegation in regard to the Oonstitueut Assembly. Besides most of the non-ofiicial 
resolutions were covered by the principal official resolution. The few that remain- 
ed related to Indian states. On an explanation from tlie President the members 
who had given notice of these resolutions agreed to their withdrawal. 

PresldsDtlal Election 

In March 11)46, the A. 1. C. C. Office issued a time-table for election of dclc- 
gaUw, the president ol the next annual session of the Congress aud representatives 
from proviticGB to tJie A. 1. C. C. According to the time-table April 29 was fixed as 
the last date by which proposals for president should reach the A. 1. C. C. Office. 
The following three names were received for presidentship. 

U) bhri Jawaharlal Nehru, 

(2) ^Bhri Vallabhbhai Patel, and 

(9) bhri J. B Kripalani. 

Two more names, those of Bhri Bubhasb Ch. Bose and bhri Jai Prakash Narain 
were also riHscivcd. But in terms of the Congress Constitution, these names could 
not bo entertained, bhri biibhash Chandra Bose was not a primary member of 
the Congress for the current year and bhri .)ai l^rakash's name was not found 
in the list of delegates riKieived from Bihar. 

The presidential elcKstion was scheduled to take place on May 10. But before 
this date two candidates for presidential dcetioii, bhri Vallabhbhai Patel and bhri 
J. B. Kripalani informed the A. 1. C. C. Ollice of their intention to withdraw sheir 
candidature, bhri Jawaharlal Nehru remained the only candidate. Acharya 
J. H. Kripalani, the General becretary oi the Congress therefore declared bhri 
Jawaharlal Nehru as the duly elected president of the next session of the Congress. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru issued the following statement aniioiiuciug the 
(lersoiiuelof the new Working t'omroittec, on the Uth. July 1946 

New Working Committee 

Under Article 20 of the Congress Constitution I uomiustc the following mem- 
bers of the Working i^iiiniittee : 

1. Maulana Abul Kalam AzaU 2. Bardar Vallabhbhai Patel 3. Dr. Eajcndra 
Prasad 4. Khan Abdul UhalVar Khan 5. ,bhri Govind Ballabh Pant 6. bhri 
C. Kajagopalttchari 7. bhri Kati Ahmad Kidwai B, bhri barat Chandra Bose 
9. Blih Kainala Devi (Karimtak) 10. iiao bahub Patwardhan iMaiiarashtra) 11. 
bhri Fakhruddiii All Ahmud (Assam) 12. bardar l*raiap Biugh (Punjab) 13. 
bhATi Mridula barabhai 14. Dr, Balkrishna V. Keskar. 

bardar Vallabhbhai J'atel will continue to act as Treasurer and bhri Mridula 
Barabhai and Dr. Balkrishna Keskar will be the General Becretaries. 

Dr. Keskar is not at present a member of the A. 1. C. C. But it is expected 
that he will find a place in the A. 1. C. 0. in the near future. 

I have found considerable ditliculty in selecting names for the Working Com- 
mittee, because, 1 was loath lo keep out the names of many old and valued collea- 
gues who had Mouldered the burden of the Congress work in the Committee 
and the A. I, 0. C. otfioe for so long. At the same time it was highly desirable 
for new elements to be taken into the Committee. I consulted my colleagues 
aud notably Gandhiji in this matter aud have been largely guided by their advioe, 
though of course the responsibility for the final selection must remain with me. 
Wc lelt that our old colleagues who have long been considered as the elder states- 
men of the Congress should in any event be there to give us the benefit of their 
advice and experience. They should normally be invited to our Working Committee 
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eesdMiB. I should like slso to invite as frequently as possible losdtng roprssenta* 
tivei of the Hsrijans, the Indian Christians and some of the amalter rainoritiea to 
assist ns in our labours. The work before us is not only heavy but of the most 
vital importance snd we want the utmost eo-oporation from all Congress men ’.and 
from the oountn at large. It will be my endeavour to seek this co-operation. 

To 6hri J. B. Kripalani. who has shouldered the burden of the Congresa 
secretaryship for many years, I should esiiecially like to exoms my sense of grsti* 
tude and appreciation. 1 have every confidence ^^hat he will allow us to profit by 
his long experience of running the *4. 1. C. C. otUcc. 

Shri Sarojini Naidu. though not now formally a member of the Working 
Committee, is as much part of us and our work as any one can be and she remains 
for us the pillar of strength and hoiH? that she has always bi'eii It is dillliMitt 
to imagine a Working C^ommittw without her. But in efltYt the ('aiumittiH; will 
not be without her help and eo OfvrAtion, 

To all old members and new 1 send mv greetings at the outset of these new 
changes. May tve all prove true and faithful servants of India and our great Nati- 
onal organisation in the trying days ahead. Jai IIino. 

Statements by the Congress Presidetil 

During the last fortnight there have been strikes and other haiqHuiings which 
had to receive the consideration of the Congn'ss President. We give below 
the text of some of the statements issued by Pandit .Tawaharlal Nehru 


(i>~Po8TAi. Btrikk 

Manv iwople had heard of the coming of the postiil strike, but this mor- 
ning all Inaia suddenly btx*Ame conseious of it, and if no spinritie step is taken 
it is likely to he actually conscious of it for a considcmhlo time. A fiostal strike 
is always a calamity to the iniblie and is to bo avoided as far as [KHisible. 
In labour disputes generally and more particularly in regard to essential services, 
a civilised government and society provide other methmls of settlement than that of 
the strike. Unfortunately our government and social structure function ditrereutly. 

I am not in a position to express an opinion about the detailed demands of 
the postal employees slthough during the Isst five or six months the rostter has 
come op before me on seversl occssions. Prima Jacie the lower i>sid postsi employees 
are badly paid and live a hard life. Their service is known for its honesty* 
Integrity end herd work snd inevitably one's sympathy goes to them. 

One fact which is significant is that the Postal Enquiry Committee which fun- 
ctioned a year and a half ago under the ebairrosnship of Mr. Krishna Praaad, the 
present Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs, presented a report in April 10>ir> 
which was suppressed. Why was it suppressed by Government although from all 
accounts it was a unanimous report? This suppression does not bring :oredit. to the 
Government nor does it incline one to its present argument in this dispute. 

As I hsve said. I sm unsble to express sny specific opinion about the demands, 
but I sm quite convinced thst this matter si a whole ought to have been referrm 
to adjudication or arbitration. One very small aspect of the question relsiing to 
interim relief to men on new scales of pay was referred to adjudicstion and the 
award is expected soon. But this does not cover the main |)oints at issue. 1 would 
strongly urge both the Government snd the All India Postal Union to accept a full 
adiudication or arbitration of the entire dispute. I'here can be a time limit fixed for 
this and any recommendations or decisions msy be msds subject to the future 
findings of the Pay Commission which bed begun considering the whole subject of 
official sslsries etc. If this step is taken it will be fsir snd hononrsbie to sll eon- 
eerned and will bring relief to the public also who sre suffering from this strike. 

Hieae same considerations apply to the telegraph employees who hsve given 
notioe of a strike. 1 would urge that their case also should be referred to sojudi- 
cation or arbitration. 

Jul^lX 


^ (li)-.GOA 

In the midat of formidable problems which face India, little Oos offers its own 
problems. But because Gos is an enclave on the west coast of India, we msy not 
ignoto or forget it. Wherever human liberty and human suffering sre involved, the 
problem It not a little one. Wherever people etruggle for freedom and againet repre- 
ssion they eneet n drame which ia always full of vital interest to lovers of llbertj 
all over Oie world. Got eieo ralsee iotarnaaonel issuse which are bound to eorne to 
the forefront in the neer future. 

Eighteen yeere ego e Oongresa Committea wes itartad in Qoe by Mr* THsto 
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BrafCMM Oaolia uid for loaio jotrs ho woo o aombor of the All India OonsiiM 
Oommlttoe. Liter under the eonetitation ot the Oonnreie each forii|ni eommltteM 
were not nflUieted. I remember thooe deje of Meoeiation with Mr. Oanbn. 

Now he llei in tome Portafcaete prieon weitinfl; to be tried by n oonrt mertink 
nlthonich no mnrtiil lew hne been prooleiraed in Goa and Mr. Oanhe in no soldier. 

In Goa for a met epan of years there has been no shadow of civil liberty. No 
meetlns;e can be held and nothinK can be printed not even a wedding card with- 
out police permiaeion. A month ago Dr. Lohia broke thie ban and addressed a 
meetins. 

Bince then people of Goa have woke up from their elumber and have repea- 
tedly tried to hold peacefnl meetings. The Portagneee struggle is one for civil 
liberties. I should like to tell the people of Goa how we ail aympathiiA with them 
In this struggle and how we are following it with aniioua intereat. For ns Got 
is as much a part of India as any other part and the freedom of India inevita- 
^ bly includes the freedom of the people of Goa. Goa cannot be separated from 
IndiSf so any struggle for freedom there becomes part of our own struggle. But 
whatever struggle there may be it ia wholly nubecoming for the Portagneee autho- 
rities in Goa to use the methods they adopted. In particular the trial by mar- 
tial law of a wall known citizen and public worker of Goa for bis standing for 
civil libaniea ia something that ia peculiarly bad. I uoderstaud he hat not even 
been given sufficient time to prepare for hie defence. 

There are plenty of Goana in Bombay and I hope that not only they bat 
the Oongreee organisation in Bombay will give such aaeiatanoe ai they can in 
helping by way of defence or ntherwiae those who are carrying on the struggle 
in Goa. To the people of Goa I send my greetings and good withes. 

(Hi)— iKDiA'a Goon WiensB to PmLiPPiKise 

Freedom and independence are the battle cries of every Aeian country and peo- 
ple. Bvery advance of freedom* therefore, in any country of Asia is welcome. The 
independence of the Philippines has been inaugurated on an auspicious day* July 4* 
famous In the annals of freedom, when the Americau colonies started their career 
of independence which was to lead them to new heights in prosperity and power 
undreamt of In prevloua ages. 

We send our greeting! to the people of the Pbilippiuea on this opening of a 
new chapter in their history. We hope that this really signifies independence for 
thie word baa become rather hackney^ and outworn and has been made to mean 
many things. Rome countries that are called independent are far from free a^^d are 
under the economic or militery do ruination of some great power. Some eo-called 
independent countries carry on with what might he termed 'Puppet regimes’ and are 
In a way client countries of some great power. Wc hope that ia not so with the 
Philippines. 

With India in the past the people of the Philippines aa of all other countries 
of South- Bast Asia, have had closest contact. Not only history demands that, 
but present interests. Inevitably, whatever the future of the world organisation ia, 
India and the countries of South-Esst Asia roust bang together and work together. 
This ia neeeaaary from the point of view of defence and strategy, for trade and 
commeroe, and in cnUaral aaaooiation. Ro, on thie welcome and auapieiona oeoa- 
alon we send our good wiahea for the people of the Pbilippinea. 

Proceeding of the Working Conunittee 
Wardha-Augnst 8—13, 1946 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held at Wardha from Angnat 8—13, 
1946. Pandit Jawabarlal Nehru presided. The members present were Maulana 
Abut Kalam Asad. Shri Vallabhbhai Patel, Govind Ballabb Pant, Sara! Chandra 
Bose, Bajagopalaohari, Kamaladevi, P. H. Pstwardhan, Fakhruddin Ahmed, Sardar 
Pratap Bingn, Mridula Rarabbai ard Dr, B. V. Keakar. Sarojini Naida, J, B, 
Krlpafanl. Shankar Rao Dao, Pattabhi Sitarammayya, Profnlla .Chandra Ghoah and 
JafnivAD Bam wera present by apeeial Invitation. Qaadhijl waa praaent at the after- 
noon aiUlngi of the Committee. 

The fdlowiog general resolutions wera paasad : 

i l) Next Sesaion of the Oongreaa 

2) Congreas and Oonatltnaat Aaaembly 

3) Bikha and Oonatltnent Amembly 

4) Parllamaatary Bnb-Oommitlae 
b) Goa 
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IQ EwtAftte 

0 IndiftB LibCMir ia Malaya 

<8 Hydarabad 

(Q Coomw Labour Pollej 

(101 Hiodaalao Masdoor Barak Sanah 

(ll) Congiaaa Oommillaat and Praja Mandala Iq Siataa. 

Nkxt BnaaiOM or thb Cohqrbbb 

Raaolred that the next fall Baaatoa of the CjoKraas be held about the middia 
of Noramberi 1946. The Inritation of Pandit Gorind Baliabh Pant to hold ttia 
Bamlon in U. P. wu aeeapted. The exact raoue of the Seaaion will he annoanead 
later. 

The Working Oommittee regret to note that the Connoil of the All India Mua- 
lim League, rareratng their prerioua deciaion. hare decided not to participate In the 
Oonaiituent Asaembly. In thie period of rapid tranaition from dependence on a 
foreign power to full independence, when vaat and intricate political and economic 
problema hare to be faced and aolred. the largeat meaaure of co-operation among 
the people of India and their repreaentatirea ia called for, ao that the changa^rar 
ahould be emooth and to the adrantage of all ooneerned. The Committee realiaa 
that there are diiTerencea in the outlook and objeotivea of the Cbagreae and the 
Mualim League. Nevertheleaa, in the larger intereata of the country aa a whole and 
of the freedom of the people of India, the Oommittee appeal for the co-operation of 
all thoaa who seek the freedom and the good of the country, in the hope that co- 
operation in common taek may lead to the eolation of many of ludia*a problema. 

The Committee hare notM that criiiciama have been advanced on hi^alf of 
the Mnelim League to the effect that the Congreee acceptance of the propoeali 
contained in the Statement of May 16th wai conditional. The Committee with to 
make it clear that while they did not approve of all the propoeali contained in 
thie itatement, they accepted the echeme tn ite entirety. They interpreted It to ae 
to reeolva the incoiiiieteoclee contained in It and fill the omieeione in acoordanoa 
with the princtplei laid down in that Statement They hold that provincial auto- 
nomy ia a baaic proviaion and each province baa the right to decide whether to 
form or join a group or not. Queationa of interpretation will be decided by the 
procedure laid down in the Statement Iteelf. and the Oongreei will adviie Ite 
repreeentetivee in the Oonetituent Aieembly to function accordingly. 

The Oommittee have emphaeized the aovereign character of the Oonetituent 
Aiaembly, that ia ita right to function and draw up a oooatitution for India with- 
out the interference of any external power or autboritv. But the Aeaembly will 
naturally function within the internal limitationa which are inherent in ite tack, 
and therefore eeek the largeat measure of co-operation in drawing up a conatitotloa 
of free India allowing the greateet meaaure of freedom and protection for all jual 
elaime and intereata. It was with this object and with the deaire to 
function In the Oonaiituent Aeiembly and make it a aucoeaa, that the Working 
Oommittee paseed their reaoiution on June 20, 1040, which wae aubeequently ralifica 
by the all India Congreaa Committee on July 7. 1046. By that deciaion of the 
A. I. 0. C. they meet etand, and they propoae to proceed accordingly with their work 
in the Oonetitnent Aaaembly. 

The Oommittee hope that the Muelim League end ell otbera concerned, in the 
wider intereele of the nation aa well aa of their own, will join in tbia greet teek. 

Thb Sikbb and tbx CowirnTUBBrT Abbbbbly 

The Worldng Oommittee heve learnt with regret of the deciaion of the Bikha 
not to aeek election to the Oonetitnent Aaaembly. The Committee are aware that 
injaatioe haa been done to the Sikbi and they have drawn the attention of the Cabi- 
net Delegation to it. They are however etrongly of opinion that the Bikha wonld 
aerve th^ eanae and the canae of the country'! freedom better by participation In 
the Oonatitnent Aaaembly then by keeping out of it. The Committee therefore 
appeal to the Bikha to reconsider their oeomion end express their williogneie to t^ 
part In the Oonatitnent Aaaembly. The Working Committee eeeare ^ Sikhe tl^ 
the Congreee will give them ell poeaible enpport in removing their legitimate grit- 
voiieee and in aecoriag adequate aafegnardi for the protection of their laet inte r ee ti 
in the Pnnfab. 

PlBLlAMUITABY BOB COMlilTTBl 

Beaoivcd that a Parliamentary Bub-CommltUe eonalatiag of Manlaaa AM 
Kaiam Amd, Batdac VaUahhhbM Patel end Dr. Befeadra Praaad he nppolBted to 

U 
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kmp in etoM Md eonsUiit toneli with ilia Oonmaa partiaa in lagisintnrai, to ndfiao 
Um In nil notlTitiiM nod to toko naeaMorj nMoa in cam of anorgoney, 

Goa 

Baaant aaanta In Goa hava aompdled attaniion and hronght to light tha azira- 
^ »aly badnrard atata of thaaa Portngnaaa poaaaaaiona. Economloallf tba paopla of 
fhaia poaaaaaiona hava baan radnaed to pofartj and degradation ; pofltlcallj they ha?a 
praetloally no righta and a?an tha moat alamanUry eWil libartiaa ara daniad. Tha 
laaalat anthorltarlan adminlatratlon of Portugal functlona in a peculiarly oppraaelfa 
way In thia ?ary amall colony* which once waa rich and proaperona and a centra 
of oommaroial actifity and now ia daaerted> with ita people migrating alsawhere in 
aaarah of a 1l?ing. 

Tba nature of the praaent adminiatration of Goa ia exhibited by tba aentanca of 
eight yaara* traneportation to Africa paaaed by Oourt Martial on Mr. Triatao Bra« 
ganoa Oonha. a well-koown citizen and public worker of Goa, for the offence of 
ohallenging the ban on public meetinge. The preaent movement In Ooa appeara to 
ha entirely confined to the peaceful aaaertlon of tha right to civil libertiea and yet it 
le mat bjr fierce repraaaion to the Portugueae posBeesioiie in Africa. 

la fuatifioation of thia policy of the adminiatration, tha Portugueae Governor 
of Goa naa iaaued a atatement which ia unbecoming in tone and objectionable in 
regard to ita pretanaiona. Goa haa alwaya bean and muat inevitably continue to be 
a part of India. It muat ahare in the freedom of the Indian people. What ita 
future poaition and atatua will be in a free lodia» can only be determined in con- 
aultation with tha people of Goa and not by any external authority. 

The Working Oommittee have noted the oontraat between the attitude of the 
Portugueae in regard to their Indian poeaeaciona and the policy enunciated by tha 
Governor of French India, who atated recently that the people of French India ara 
free to decide their own future and may, if they ao chooae, join an Indian Union. 
Tha Clommittee appreciate thia atateaman-like expreaaion of policy on behalf of the 
French Government. 

The Working Oommittee nnderatand that Portugal haa applied for member- 
ahip of the United Nationa Organization. The Committee are opinion that it will 
be Improper and againat the baaic principlea of UNO to admit to their memberahip 
a country which haa an authoritarian and reactionary adminiatration and deniea 
democracy and civil libertiea and which, in ita coloiiiea oarriea on the worat form 
of oolonial rule. They truat, therefore, that Portugal will not be admitted to the UNO. 

The Oommittee aend their greetinga to the people of Goa and ezpreaa their 
atniggla for the eatabliahment of civil libertiea. 

East Africa 


The Working Oommittee having beard Mr. B. B. Pandya on behalf of the 
Elaat African Indian National Oongreaa, and Mr. Uarichand M. Shah on behalf of 
the Africa and Overaeaa Merchanta' Chamber* on the attampta made by the Govern- 
menta of Kenya* Uganda and Tanganyika to Inttoduce anti-Indian immigration legia- 
lation expreaa their deep concern over the situation developing in tboae territories. 

In view of the assurances given by the East African Governments to the 
Govaroment of India that Defence Regulations restricting immigration were a tem- 
porary measure to meet certain wartime needa, the Working Oommittee take a very 
grave view of the refusal of these Governments to these regulations as promiM, 
and ask the Government of India to take appropriate measures to secure without 
delay the fulfilment of these promises by the Governments concerned. 

The Working Oommittee can see no justification whatsoever for the introduc- 
tion of l^e immigration restriction bill io Uie present state of the political, economic 
and social development of tha Bast African territories and their inhabitants, and is 
amphatioally of opinion that the British Oolonial Office should restore pre-war eon- 
ditfona aa ragaida immigration by withdrawing war-time regulations and should 
prevent tha anti-Indian policy of the European inhabitants from being given sano- 
uon and legislative sbm 

Indiana ware in East Africa long before any Britisher set foot on that soil 
and they could point to aa many generations of useful industry on the coast as 
wdl aa inland aa tha white aattiars could count years of residence. In consideration 
of this history of colonisation and opening; up of East African territories, Mr. 
Winston Ohurobill came to the oonclusion and wrote in bis book many years ago 
that no Government with a scrap of respect for honest dealing between man and 
man wmld introduce a policy of keapiog Indians out of East Africa. 

The Oommittee are also of opinion that any slapa to bring about the economic 
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aokm ol time But Afrieeii terltoriu ehould inelade Uie fifovitioB for eooil 
r epr eu nle^ on u propoeed bj ^ BriUtb Cdonlel Office end shoold eoi yield tolbe 
pnuttre of the Earopeen popnletioii to abendoo Uiie profitlon. 

The Committee reiterele the protut egeinet the rucrvetlon of the but port of 
the loodt the Highlanda, for white meo, excluding even the Afrioene to whom the 
ioil of their own conntry muit belong. 

The Committee wieh oil iiioeui to the Delegation going to But Africa under 
the leoderahip of Rajah Sir Maharaj Singh to atudy the •itnation on the apot and 
to impreu upon the But African Oofernmente the advieability of dropping their 
pro p oee d anti-Indian Immigration legielation which is now being precipitated, In flew of 
developmente in India, and hope that they will be able to conrtnce the But African 
GoTcrnmenta that any anti-Indian policy encouraged in Bast Africa will be an into- 
lerable addition to the insulta and proroeations which are aimed at India and which 
undoubtedly serve to postpone the day of reallution of true world peace and 
aecurity. 

The Working Committee have noted with plusure that cordial rdations prevail 
betwun the Africans and Indians, and trust that there will be continued co-opera- 
tion betwun the two for their mutual advancement, and for the removal of the 
disabilitiu which are sought to be imposed upon both of them by the white uttlere. 

Indian Labodu in Malaya 

The Working Committee have seen reports to the effect that propouls are 
being difcnesed for the reeumption of large-scale emigration of labour from South 
India to Malaya for the purpose of increutng rubber production. The Committee 
are strongly opposed to any emigration of Indian labour to foreign eountriu, In 
view of the treatment accorded to it there and the consequent problems it raises. II 
is surprising that any proposal should be made for additional labour to be unt to 
Malaya when the immediate problem there is how to bring back to India the thou- 
sands of Indian workers and thfir dependents who have suffered greatly during past 
years and many of whom are in a destitute condition. The Committee are of 
opinion that it should be clearly stated by Government that no Indian labour will 
be sent to Malaya or else-where. 

Hyderabad 

The Working Committee have considered the proposed oonstitutionsl changu 
which have been recently announced in Hyderabad State. These proposals are wrongly 
conceived, limited in scope and full of checks and reservations, and are apparently 
intended not to introduce any measure of freedom for the people but to preserve 
privilege and vested interest and perpetuate the feudal conditions tost prevail In the 
State. They would have been objectionable at any time, as the principles on which 
they are based are opposed to all cannons of justice and democracy. At a time when 
India is on the eve of independence, they are wholly out of keeping with the mini- 
mum demands of the situation and cannot be fitted in with any constitution for a 
free India which may be evolved in the near future, 'ihe Committee regret that 
the premier State of India should be backward politically, economically and in regard 
to essential civil liberties, and averse to progressive change when all the States in 
India are expected to advance rapidly towards responsible government as autonomous 
parts of independent India. The Committee are therefore of opinion that these pro- 
posed changes will, if given effect to, retard progress towards freedom, and the new 
*Ain* should be withdrawn and replaced by a constitution drawn up with the consent 
and wroval of the people. 

The Oommittee approve ol the decision of the Executive of the State Congress 
to reieot this new scheme and not to participate in it. 

Labour Pouoy 

The Working Committee view with deep concern the intense and widespr^ 
labour unrest which has in recent months involved numerous industries and services 
in the country in large-scale and prolonged stoppages, entailing heavy 
and serious hardships to the community as well as the working , class. The Cm- 
mittee are aware of the fact that the labour upheaval through which the wuntry has 
been pming is largely occasioned by the sorions privations to which the worim 
have bm subjected in consequence of the tremendous oeono^e maladjustmenta 
created by the war, especially the excessive rise in the cost of living that has le - 
uMned nucompensateam a very large extent. The Committee are 
nto that the labour troublee in the country have been miavated by 
•i«en« of a well-defined national plan or policy in dealing wiw the ^^^/tiaMi of Ilua 
elaasi by the dMay in redressing gA^aucse by means of coneiliatloo, arbitration, tnd 
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■AMiMltoa, wid bf ttw oonMoa icMag mit of tha aaeo-otdlurtod oeliOD 
Ib tho auttor in dintMt porto of oonatty. 

The tyaapotln of the OongfOM with the woridag 
Bomle "■ 


iwwraro ill Mono 


clMt in lit ttnigtU to 

poiUkm tni ito ototiii it loo weU-koran to loqniie n^tcimtioii 
•Mt 10 loruieKeiiei of thii* the Oomaittoo otro on Oofornaento and eaplojm in 
tbo eonnlrj to toko arly otapt to Mtitfy the l^itlmote oeodt ood oapiratloot of lla 
woildfli; eloM and to raoMae ararj oanw of gannlnt diaeontant bj atraoRioR lor an 
laparttal asaalnatioo of tba conditiona and eoaplainta of Iha aapl^aea and bf 
ptmpt aaltlaaont of pdnta of dlaaRraaaant by proaaaaaa of eoneiliation and 
aiUtfatlQn. 


Tha Ooaalttaa ImI furibar that it ia neeafiarj in tha Ranaral intanat to point 
ont that aTOldabla atrikaa oannot bara tba baokine of public opinion, and in ▼law 
of tba dira naad of tha country for mora gooda and aarrioao, haaty or ill«eoneai?ed 
oloppaRaa and tba rafuaal to Ma adrantaga of tha a?ailabla maana of aattlamant by 
naROtiation, oouoillation and arbitration, conatitnta a diatinot diaaervioa to tha oom- 
auni^ and tha working olaaa itaalf. 

Iha Committaa in tbia oonnaotion ampbaaiaa that in particular fndnatriaa and 
aarficaop which are aaaantial lor tha axiatanca of tha community and on which tha 
oonUanlty of public adminiatratlon dapenda, abould ba immune from dialocation by 
atrikaa and lookouta and all diaputaa between the amployeea and employera (inelu- 
ding ffOTernmanta) abould be finally aattlad by arbitration and adjudication. 

The Oommittae have alaop with regret, to take note of the growing lack of dia- 
clpllna and diaregard of obligationa on the part of the workera which nave become 
aidant in aome recant labour diaputaa, and would atraaa tha naad for diacipline and 
raapact for tha righta and requirementa of othera and of the community aa a nhoici 
aa tha indlapanaabla foundation of a atrong trade union movement 'and the baaia 
of economic progreaa and orderly aocial life* 

Tha Oommittae undaratand that the undeairabla featuraa of the labour aituation 
are due in part to the efforta of certain Individuala and aectiona to exploit the igno- 
rance of tba workera and tha need of the community for ulterior aims, political or 
other, and thia makea It all the more incumbent on conmaamen to develop further 
oontacta with labour and aerva Ita cauaa to the beat of their abilityi and to diacriml- 
nata between occaaiona on which labour action deaervea their aupport and thoae 
wldch call for roatraint or diaauaaion. 

While tha meana auggaatad by tha Working Committaa for improving the rela- 
liOOB between amployeea and employera and for promoting amicable aettlement of 
diaputaa will help to relieve the aituation, the Committee are convinced that the 
looted level of prioaa which atill pereiata in retarding the reatoration of normal 
aaonomio conditiona, and ia leading to a viciona race between pricaa and wagea, 
aoeantuating the exiating difficnitiea and that no lasting aolution of theaa difficnltiaa 
will ba available ao long aa a definite policy regarding a future price 
structure doea not take shape and an orderly and just buia Is not provided for the 
economic ralationa in the country. While theaa fundamental problems can ba 
handled only by a Central Government the Committee feel that sucn integration of 
policy and action in this matter aa is possible in the provincial sphere should ba 
attempted immediately. 


Hindustan Mazdooe Bbvak Banob 


Whereas the Congram has to play an increasingly active role In helping tha 
working olaaa to organlaa itself on sound and healthy lines to achieve ita rightful 
(dace In industry and society and to make a progreaaive contribution towards raising 
tha economic and aocial standards in thia country, the Committee have coma to tha 
conclusion that a central agency should be provided to encourage, support and coor- 
dinate tha efiorta and aotivitiea of Congressmen in the field of labour Ghrganiaation 
and tha aarvica of tha working ciaaa. The Committaa note with satisfaction that 
tha Hinduatan Maadoor Savak Sangh has bean functioning in this field for a num- 
ber of yaaia, and haa built up a policy, tradition and mamiinery well calculated to 
advance and fulfil tha aims which tha Congress haa in view in relation to labour. 
Tha Committaa recommend to Ooograaamaa to make tha fnllaat use of tha faelli- 
tiaa provided by tha Bangh for tha aarvica of tha working class, and to accept ita 
gnldanca in deuing with labour quaationa. 

In order to give efibct to tha above resolution a Committaa oonalating of Bardar 
Vallabhl^ai Patd, Lala Oulaarilal Nanda and P. H« Patwardhan ba appointed to 
confer with tha Hindustan Maadoor Bavak Bangh and report to tha Workhm 
Committaa. 
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OonmUB Oomumi asd Peajta llAMDALt iv Btatmi 
TSm Altontion of Uie Workioff Cooimiitce hat beao dmm to ilio fool thol thm it 

• totfltoi beiwttD Frt^ Mtndalt and CooKraaa Commlltaat in aartnin SItiML 

mon iMweltlly in Indore and In olbar parta of Oantral India. *rba canecal polkf 
of the Ckmanaa liaa long been to encourage ibe formation of Praia Mandala and 
like organiaaUona in the Statea and to diaeourage the formation d Oongrtaa Com* 
mitloaa there. Thia policy holda» and tharafora any exiating Congieaa OMmitlaa 
la a Stale muat aeoid any eoofliat on the polittoal or parliamentary Held with eala* 
bliihed Praja Mandala and work in oo*operation with them, the politieal 
poliay being laid down by the Praja Mandala. Further no new Oongraae Commlileaa 
ahould be formed in the Statea or affiliated by a Pro? inaiai Oongreaa Oommittaai 
Thia raaolntion aball be adhered to till euitabla pro? iaiona are made for the 
in a revieion of the Congreaa Oonatitution. 


Proceeding* of the Working Committee 
Delhi-Aug. 27-30, 1946 

A meeting of the Working Committee waa held at Delhi from August ST to 
90t 1946. Panait Jawaharlal >iehrii priaided. The members present were Maulnnn 
Abol Kalam Azad, Shrta VallabUbhai Pate!, Kojendra Prasad, Khan Abdul OhaflTar 
Khan, Govind Ilallabh Pant. Sarai Chandra Bose, Kafi Ahmed Kidwai, Kamala* 
devi, H. G. Patwardhaii. Fakhruddin Ahmed, ^artlar Pratap Singh* Mirdula 8am- 
bhai and B. V. Kcskar, 8hris Sarojiiit Naidu, J. B. KripaJaiu, Paltabhi Sitaramayya, 
Shankar Rao Deo, Aaaf Alt. .lat Prakash Narain, Praftilla Chandra Glioah and 
Jagjivan Ham were present by s|>ecial invitation. Gandhiji was pnaent at tho 
after^noon sittings of the Committee. 

MisvrvB 

The Working Committee confirmed the minutes of the proceedings of the Wor- 
king Oommietec held in Wardha from August B to 13. 

Tm WoRKiso Committee rAisBED tub followino Hebolvtion on tub Oau^tta 

Traubdy 


Calcutta Tracibdt 

The Working Committee have read with deep sorrow reports about the recent 
happenings in Calcutta in connection with the observance by tlic Muslim League 
of the Direct Action Day on the IGth August and subsequent days. They deplore 
the serious loss of life and property and condemn in particular the acts of bruta- 
lity committed against defenceless persons, especially women and children. The 
Committee offer Uieir sympathy to the innocent suffenTs of whatever community 
and party and call upon them to meet the situation wTth courage, forbearance and 
fortitude. 

On the 29th July the Council of the All India Muslim League passed a reso- 
lution deciding upon Direct Action. In support of the resolution inflammatory 
speeches were made, and subsequently speeches and statements and pamphlets by 
respODsibie members of the League and Ministcra. and articles in some League 
newspapers have served to inflame a large section of the Muslim masses. 

The Government of Bengal declared the ICtb August as a public holiday in 
spite of protest, and thereby gave an impression that the observance of the iGth 
August was enjoined by the Government and persons not Joining in the observance 
could claim or get no protection from the Government. 

It appears that processionists carried big bamiioo sticks, swords, spears, dag- 

S n, axes which they brandished when ordering people to sliut their shops from 
e early morning of the lOth and mercilessly assaulted anylxMly who declined or 
hesitated to close his shop. Stabbing and looting starts early in the day and 
guns are said to have been used by hooligans in many places. Murders in most 
brutal circumstances, looting and oumlng of bouses on a large scale followed and 
lasted for three or four dsys resulting in the desth of severs! thoussnd persons snd 
iootum snd burning of property worth ciores of rupees. 

There wss pzsctically no police, not even trsflSc police, to lie seen on the 
loth and even the precaution of sending foot and mounted police to accompany 
wo ce mions, as is done with the Mohsnrsm and other processions, was not taken. 
Even when police were available th^ rendered no help to peaceful clUaeas, and 
Crantio appeals lor help to oflicers in charge of police stations were not heeded and 
the people were told to save themaMvea as as th» could. The curlew Ofdst^ waa 
not momd even alter it waa ptociaimed# lor the mi two nighlii 
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tamport WM milable to tho {mblk« hodlgani nted motor lorriei. Petrol wee 
fraely used :lor oommitilDg anon. Hoaiei aad fomiture and other artielee were 
amasbed or burnt and wbaterer could be removed was carried awaj. Dead bodice 
littered the atreeta and many dead and dying peraona were thruat into manholea of 
undeKTOund aewera or thrown into the mer. The Military were not called till 
long alter the havoc had commenced. In aome placea even the police participated 
in the looting. After the initial orgy of murdera, loot and araon, the Hindua and 
othera retaliated and indulged in repriaala wherever they could and a large number 
of Mualima were killed. 

It ia aatiafactory to note however that in the midat of thia mutual alaughter 
and inhuman barbaritiea there were caaea where Hindua gave ahelter to Mualima in 
diatreaa and Mualima gave protection to Hindua in difficulty. 

The Committee are concemikl to note that communal tenaion in other placea 
haa increaaed and conilicta reaulting in murdera have ariaen. There ia a general 
appr^enaion that thia may extend and unlcaa checked in time may become very 
wideapread. It ia the primary duty of every citizen to prevent thia and of every 
gpTemment to maintain peace and enaure protection to ita peaceful citicena. 

In view of the very aerioua nature of the riota, the like of which haa never 
before happened in any part of the country, it ia eaaential in the opinion of the 
Working Committee that a thorough enouiry be held by an impartial tribunal which 
can command the confidence of the public into the circumatancea preceding the 
the l6th and incidenta of the 16th and the following daya and the atepa taken by 
the government both before and during the riota to meet the aituation. 

ihe Working Committee place on record their opinion that the Government 
of Bengal utterly failed to maintain peace and give protection of life and property 
to peacefnl citizena. 

The Committee realiae that the wounda inflicted not only on the bodies but 
the spirit and self-respect of the people will take long to heal. Ncvertheleas they 
appeal to them to forget and forgive and to utilise this terrible experience for re- 
establishing good-will and friendly relations between the different communities 
which have been so rudely disturb^ during recent tiroes. The Working Committee 
are of opinion that the communal problem cannot be solved by intimidation and 
violence but by mutual understanding, friendly discussion and, if necessary, by 
a^^ arbitration. 

Annual Session 

The Committee decided that the next annual session of the Coiigrees be held 
on November 29, 23, 94, 1946. Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant stated that it was pro- 
pose to have this session at Meerut in the U. P. 

The a. I. C. C. Meeting 

The Committee decide that a meetW of the A. 1. C. C. be held at Delhi on 
September 93, i946 and, if necessary, on subsequent days. 

Presipent's Correspondence with the Viceroy 

The President placed before the Committee the correspondence he had with 
the Viceroy in regard to the formation of the provisional national government He 
also gave them an account of his talks with him. 

Relations between Congress Ministers and P. C. Cs. 

The Working Committee discussed the question of 'relations between Con- 
gress Ministers and the Provincial Congress Committees. The Committee were of 
of opinion that the resolution passed by the A. I. C. C. at their meeting in Bombay 
in June l939 should still govern^ the relations between the P. C. Cs. and the 
Ctongress ministries. This resolution should be circulated afresh among P. C. Cs. 
It was open to the Central Parliamentary Board to issue further directions in the 
matter consistent with the main policy laid down in the resolution. The text of 
the A. I. C. C. resolution referred to above is as follows : 

<The Working Committee has repeatedly laid stress on the desirability of co- 
operation between the Military, the Oonness party and the P. C. C. Without such 
co-operation misunderstanding are likely to arise with the result that the infiuence 
of the Congress will suffer, in administrative matters the P. C. C. should not in- 
terfere with the discretion of the ministry but it is always open to the executive 
of the P, 0. C. to draw the attention of the Government privately to any particu- 
lar abuse or difficult. In matters of policy if ^ere is a difference between the 
ministry and the P. C. C. reference should be made to the Parliamentary subcom- 
mittee, Public discussion In such matters should be avoided.' 
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... j . VOWOTEBB OROAlinATKW 

.. ?*“ ^ *?.***• Committee dnJt rnlw for the formetioD ud Am- 

etioaiag of the Volunteer Chmiatira et the Centre end in Piotineee. The Ctom- 
mi^ Cenenlly epprored of the ^t rulee end decided thet work in 
with the Tolunteer orgenuetion ehould begin on the Unee leid down in these mtes. 


Bind Election Dispute 

The Committee considered the question referred to it by the Bind Profinoisl 
0 ingress Committee that in s judgment delivered by the Provincial Election Tribu- 
nal the whole delegates* elections held in May last were set aside. This crea^ an 
extraordinary situation necessitating fresh elections throughout Uie province with 
their attendant expense and labour. The Committee af^inted a ^ub-eommittee 
consisting of Rajcndra Prasad, Qovind Ballabh Pant and B. V. Keskar to consider 
the question and submit its recommendation to the Working Committee. The Work* 
ing Committee considered and accepted the recommendation of the 6ub>committee, 
The Working Committee’s decision is as follows : 

*The Praident of the Bind Provincial Congress Committee has written to (he 
Working Committ^ complaining against the order of the Provincial Election Tri- 
bunal setting aside the elections of all Uie delegstes from the entire Province on 
account of the non-observance of various provisions of the constitution. Among the 
provisions for non-compliance with w'hich the elections have been set aside are cer- 
tain model rules of 1930 supplied by the offire of the All India Congres* Committee. 
The Tribunal have treaU^d them as rultw overriding rules framed by the Bind 
Provincial Congress Committee and sanctioned by the A. I C.C., any provindal 
rules inconsistent with them being treated as ultra vir§8 of the Provincial Con- 
gress Committee. The model rules are not really rules framed by the A. I. 0. C. 
for the l^ovincial Confess Committee's but only suggestions by the A. 1. 0. C. 
office to serve as samples of rules to be framed 1^ the P. C. Cs. and have no 
effect unless and until they are adopted by the P. 0. 0. In this case they were not 
so adopted and arc therefore of no effect The order, therefore, of the Tribunal 
setting aside the election of all delegates from the entire Province, based as it it 
on this misapprehension, is null and void and is accordingly vacated. The Wor^ 
king Committee has no desire to interfere with any order of the Tribunal passed 
in any individual case on its merits and unaffect^ by the general principles enun- 
ciatea above. It can. if necessary, decide pending cases on merit and according to 
existing rules accepted by the Bind F. C. C. 


Common Membership of Working Committee and the National 
Provincial Government 


The Committee considered the question of members of the Working Oommittee, 
who join the National Provincial Government, continuing as members of the Wor- 
king Committee, also whether the Congress Prciidciit could continue as such after 
he loined the Government. 

in regard to the Congress President, it was the general opinion that ho should 
not continue as President after he joined the Government. A viewpoint waa 
expressed, however, that if members of the Provisional Government could continue 
as members of the Working Committee, the President should also continue as 
such. Another viewpoint was that the President may continue as a formal non- 
f auctioning President, but that an acting President be chosen to carry on the work 
of the Congress President. 

An regards membership of the Working Committee, some were of the opinion 
that no member of the Provisional Government should continue his membersnip of 
the Working Committee. The others were of a contrary opinion, though they 
thought that such common membership should be limited to a fixed proportion of 
the Working Committee members— one-third or one-fourth or less to prevent Gov- 
ernment members dominating the Working Committee. ^ 

The unestion should be decided by the A. I. C. C. and it was resolvedjto refer 
to that body which was meeting next month. In view of the variety of pinions, 
it waa further decided not to place any formal recommendations on the suoMt, on 
behalf of the Working Committee, before the A. I. C C., but to place the different 
viewpoints and invite decision on them. Members of the Working Oommitlee 
woold be free to place their individual upinions before the A. I. C. O. 

StatemeBts by the Ceagress Presidsat 

(1) Bbri Jax Prakaeh ab Conorebe PaniDEVT 
The Coaprsft Prsstdtaf, Fandit Jawaharlal Nehru u$u§d the foUowing eiai^ 
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^wfaw* Nmtttin totta number of the Working CommittM. 

Bhri P. H. Pa^rdhan haa aent me hia reaignation xfom memboahip of the 
Cmmaa W<»r]nDg Committee beeanae he fdt that he ahonld devote hinum move 
Maharaahtra. In the vacancy so canaed I am inviting Shri 
Jaf Piakuh Narmn to fill it and he haa accepted my invitation, lliei^oie I 
nominate Bhri Jai Pirakaah Narain to bea memto of the Working Committee. 

I that Bhri P. H. Patwardhan has had to leave ^e Working Committee, 

we both realiae that this ia in no way a parting and that we shall ^ve 
hia fall eo-operation in our work in future. During bis brief period in the Wor- 
kiim Committee he has impressed all his oolleagues with his ability, earnestness 
and vision and the Committee and the organization as a whole will undoubtedly 
take full advantage of these qualities of his. 

At the time the Working Committee was being formed after the A. 1. C. 0. 
meetings it was my desire to have in the Committee bliri Jai Prakash Narain and 
Dr. Kam Manohar Lohia. They felt at that time, however, that they could do 
more useful work outside the Committee. I had therefore regretfully to leave 
them out. The Committee as formed, even during this brief period, has done a 
mat deal of work and has faced many vital problems. The New Bocretaries, Shri 
Mridula Sarabhai and Shri Balkrishna Keskar, have applied themselves with vigour 
to the neat task of strengthening and tight ning up the Congress organization. 
The A. 1. 0. 0. office is being expanded and many new departments are being 
created there. We are inviting the full co-operation of the Provincial Congress 
Committees in this important work and we are glad that this is forthcoming be- 
cause Congress work ultimately has to be done by the Provincial Congress and 
local Cc . I should like to express my appreciation of the work done by 

the now General Secretaries and Shri Sadiq Ali, the Permanent ^rotary of the 
A. I. 0. 0. 


It is manifest that the Congress has to face now not only many of its old 
problems hut siveral entirely new problems. We have grown in strength and with 
this hsB come greater responsibility. The formation of the Provisional Govern- 
ment brings now questions before us which will have to be tackled with foresight 
and care. It is essential that during this tremendous period of transition to 
full Independence the Congress Organization should function with solidarity and 
efficiency and should do its utmost to serve the cause of the people of India, in- 
cluding all classes and communities. It must be our special endeavour to wiu 
over by our service those grou^Hi or communities who are apprehensive of the 
future that is taking shape. We must always remember that the Congress has 
stood for and stands today for the good of every one in India and it can never 
look at our problems from a narrow party point of view. In the unfortunate 
communal tension that exists today tlie respoiiBibility that the Congress shoulders 
is all the greater. Wc have to show by our acts that wc are not swept away by 
any passion or pr^udice but that wc aet always for the good of the whole and 
with a broad vision including every one in India. In order to achieve this, it is 
essential that Oongressroen and Oogress women should put aside their party 
rivalries and function together. 1 welcome therefore particularly the inclusion in 
the Working Committee of Bhri Jai Prakash Nsrain who represents a view point 
held by a considerable number of Oougrossmen and whose ability and record of 
■errioe in the cause of India's freedom has given him an outstanding position in 
our public life. 

I earnestly trust that the Congress Organization will rise to the occasion and 
ihow itself fully oapsble by its discipline, spirit of co-operation and capacity for 
service to meet tno ohallcnge of the time and thus take India rapidly to the goal 
of freedom and independence which has inspired us for all these years. 


C3) Thr Calcutta Traoedy 


Pandit JnwahaHml Nehru isNusd the following etatement in connection 
with the Calcutta 

Calcutta has been a terrible lesson and the horror and fearful tragedy of the 
killing and inhuman atrocities there have shaken up all of us. 

The new development of violence, involving stabbing, arson and looting, 
chiefly in cities, obviously cannot be tolerated or else all organised life would be- 
come imposeible. This nas ceased to be mex^y communal or political. It is a 
challenm to every decent inetinct of humanity and it should be treated as such. 
What has led up to this, the incitements to violence, the direct invitations to the 
shedding of blood, are worthy of inquiry eo (hat effective action may be taken. 
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For preteot w« an oooeeraed with the imm«<!diate steps to be Uken. It it wall 
10 noKUiber. however, that daring the past ae years of repeated confliet on an 
inteiiiiwe and man aoale between the nationalist movement and tXw British power 
in India, nothing of thia kind has happened. A very few regrettable incidents l^ve 
oeoumd, but in spite of high passion and deep feeling, our movement has bm 
earried on at a high level of peimetul and decent behaviour even towards our oppo« 
nenta It ia well to compare thia with recent events. 

In the present then what are we to do ? The responsibility (or maintaining 
peace and order must necessarily fall on the C^vemmeiit and ito i»oUcc forces! 
Bnt every citlxen has also a certain responsibility and in a crisis like this it is an 
obligation for every citizen to discharge this responsibility. For the conflict is be- 
tween ordinary decency and bestial behaviours. When such coiiflicU occur there 
is always danger of even decent persons being swept away by iiassiou and sinking 
to low levels. We cannot ^K^rmit this or elsi* there would be no hope for lndial 
Inevitably when one is attacked there has to \h^ self-defuncc and organised defence 
by the police as well as by the |HH>ple. Anti-social and gangster 
eiemenU can never be allowed to dominate n situation. This requires oo ope- 
ration between the )H)lic<* and a spirit of acconiinodalion l>ctwtH>n them so that 
such snti-BOcial elements might bo isolated and dealt with adtH)uatcly. 

It has been the usual practice when a romnninal riot oiumrs for a Peace 
Committee to be formed consisting often of si>ino of the very oh^ineuts that have 
caused trouble. Huch IVaco Conimitu^es innv he iisefnl but their utility is not 
enhanced by the pneenco of these eletnonis. Troubh^makers do no easily trans- 
form themselves into im^ssengors of |x*ace and goodwill, ll is more necsessary 
for the average citi/.cne to orgaiii/.«* themsclvl^s so as to prevent troubh^ or nip it 
in the bud as soon as it begins. No resident of a Mi^halla or Ward wants trouble 
at borne. The residents of emdi .Mohalla should therefore organise thtrroselvcs for 
self-protect ion « that is for the prot(H;ttoii of that Mohalla. I'heir primary oonoem 
should be to hK>k afWr that particuhu ar(*u and the |Hople who live there. Being 
neighbours they know cacn other ari<l can rely on each other. Kven if some 
trouble occurs in some other part of the eity, people should stick to their 
Mohalla and keep it immune from it. If all or most of the Mohsllas are so orga- 
nised no trouble can spread and even if ti occurs somewherts it can easily be 
isolated and ended. Bnch Mohalla self-proti^rtion corninitUNts should he open to 
all the residents of the Mohalla, without any qutnition of rligioti or party or pro- 
fession. No elaborate organisation is iiecessarv either in tiie Mohalla or the city. 
The more informal all this is th<^ better. With further exp^Tience the idea can be 
developed. Any such attempt at organizing helf-protixHion in small areas should 
lead to self-reliance and co-operation between the people living there. It should be 
based also on co-operation with the iK>licc and the autlioriti(n» who have a verv 
difficult task in these critical tinit*s. .lust as the mohalla is organized for self- 
defence, so also villages can bo organized, 

(i)) MeSBAOK to OlNORKSrt VOl.UNTKKRH 

Major General Shah Nmraz Khan iHumrU the /ollowiny mesnage to Congreae 
Volunteers. 

As one charge<l by the (^>ngre<*s Working (bmmittee with the organisation of 
volunteers all over the country. I venture to address you at a critical phase of our 
sirug^e for freedom when, more than ever before, true and st 4 iad{ast volunteers 
are needed. Today power is being transferred from British to Indian hands. The 
process is difficult and all manner of obstructions are raised by those who object 
to this chan|te-over and sock to prevent it. Anli-soirml ehimcnts are trying to 
exploit this situadon to their own ailvantage niid we have all learnt with horror 
of the inhuman de^s perpetrated in i'alciitta as well as elsewhere. 

Aa volunteers we have nothing to do with party politics. The main political 
issue with which we are concerned is the emancipation of India and full freedom 
lor oar people. It is obvious that there can be no freedom when gangster and 
anti-social dements dominate the situation. Normally such elements are sup- 
pressed by society. When they get the good-will or passive Miiprs>ri of large sle- 
meots of the population, they flourish and their evil temijer infeoUi other people. 
We have seen recently leaders of parties giving incitements to violent deeds. In the 
result ws have also seen large numbers of innocent people, Hindus and Muslims 
and others, being bmtolly ttone to desth. Out of miirifcr and looting and other 
even worse deeds no true freedom can co ne. One act leads to another, there is 
veUdiatioo in kind, and the whole temper of our public life goes down and degra- 
dalkm follows. It is lor our voluateers not to allow themsdves to be inleoted bj 
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Ihif evil temper, not to become partienne in violent strife, but always to be sym- 
bols of Indian freedom and unity and all else that the Congress stands for. As 
volnnteers we do not criticise other people's t>oliticB even thoujih we may disanee 
with them. We «orlc for that unity and common endeavour which is the ideu of 
the Congress, realising that true freedom and real representative government of the 
Indian people a ill onlv come through that unity. It is because of this that even 
at this juncture the National Congress has emphasised the unity and left the door 
open to all others to associate themselves on equal terms in the great work of 
realising Indisn indcncndcnce wherein all will have equality of opportunity and 
an equm measure of freedom. 

At the same time it must be remembered that true co-operation cannot be 
achieved by suhmiHsion to intimidation. No self-respecting individual 
or organisation can submit to this without giving up the cause for wnich it stands. 
In meeting this intimidation, however, we must not allow ourselves to lower our 
own standards and we must always remember that the various elements in the 
Indian population, Miridns, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians and otheis, have to be 
welded together. Therefore we must nut act in a way which separates and which 
leaves the seeds of ill-will behind. 

It is gratifying to note that some even of the leaders of the Muslim League 
have condemned all the recent outrages committed in Calcutta and elsewhere. 

The object of organising the Congress Volunteer Corps is to train young 
men and women for ediciont and disciplined natiONal service. Training is in^r- 
tant in order to make them efilcient, but the main objective is service. That 
national service can take many fonns varying with the environment and the 
capacity of the volunteer. But in th*^ circumstauces of to-day the first service that 
a volunteer can perform is to help in promoting communal harmony and in pro- 
tecting the life and honour of our peopl>\ In the horror of Calcutta we must not 
forget that there w- re, many instances of co-operation between Hindus and Muslims, 
when ilindits gave shelter to Muslims and Muslims to Jlindus. A trained volun- 
tew group can do this work much more effectively than old individuals. 

The Congress rrosident has rmuitly suggested the formation of Mohalla or 
Village Commit'ces for self-defence. These will not be Hindu or Muslim committees 
but joint committees of both, undertaking to protect their own Mohalla or Village. 
Trained volunteers can help in this task cotisidonibly. 

Ill case of ptihlie disorder the volunteers should offer to help the people in 
cvi‘ry way even at the risk of their lives. Tiny should co-operate with the local 
police, for the main responsibility for maintaining law and order is that of the 
police. They should patrol disturbed areas but always in such a way as not to 
ninder tlie work of the police They should help in rescue and relief work. 

The volunteers must on no account, aii<l even in case of provocation, become 
partisans, and must at all times exercise restraint, ri roi^mbering the great cause 
and high principles for whbdi the Indian National Congress stands. 

Proceedings of tbe Working Committee 
Delhi — October 23 — 25, 1946 

A meeting of the M'orkiiig (Vmniittee was held at Delhi on October 23, 24 
and 25, llMfi, I’andit .lawharlal Nehru presided. The following members were 
present. Maulana Abnl Kalam Azad, Vallabhbhai Patel, Knjendra Prasad, Govind 
Ballabh Pant, Unjagopalachariar, .lai I'rakash Narain Kamaladevi, Bafi Ahmad 
Kidwai, Bardar Braiap Bingh, ^Iridula Barabhai and Balkrishna Keskar. 

Sarojtni Naidu, Bhankarrao Deo, Hare Krishna Mchtab, Asaf AH and Jagjivan 
Ram were present by spi^ial invitation. Gandhi ji was present during all the 
sittings, 

Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Working Committee held at Delhi 
from September 21 to 25, 194G wore placed before the Committee and confirmed. 

Rbfoamatjon of the Interim Government 

The present political situation was discussed during the meetings of the Work- 
ing Committee on October S3, 24 and l' 5, 11146. The President informed the Com- 
mittee of the course of negotiations that led to the offer of five seats to the Mnalim 
League in the Interim Government, and placed the oorrespondenee before them, 
7he Oommlttee geuerally approved of the line of action that bad been taken. 
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East Bengal 

The Workine Oommiitec considered the (;rave situstion preTSiling in oertein 
distriehi of Eiet BengaUnd passcil the following rciioliition : 

The Committee find it hard to express adequately their feidiiig of horror and 
pain at the present happenings in East iii^ngal. iieporU published in the press and 
statements m public workers depict a scene of iKetiality and medieval barbarity 
that must fill every decent human b<dfig with shame, disgust and anttcr. iWdf 
of violation and abduction of women and fon*tbh^ religious conversion and of loot, 
arson and murder, have been committed on a large at^alo in a jm*deterniiii<Hl and 
orgmiuBed manner by persons often found to be in |>os.^cssion oi rifit's and other 
firearms. 

The Committee are aware that it has been emphasised in certain quarters that 
facts have been examj^raU'd, but communiques of the Bengal (fovernment and 
statements of the C5hief MinisUT themselves paint such a picture of ghastliness and 
extensive tm^gedy that no exaggeration is ti'^ussary to add to the ellect. 

The Committee hold that this outburst of brutality is the direct result of the 
politics of hate and civil strife that the Muslim Bf>ague has practised for years 
past, and of the threats of violetict* that it has daily iiehl out in the t>ast tnonlhs, 
The chief burden for |>ermittifig a civil ealaiiiity of siieh pro|>ortionH to bi^fall the 
people of the province must rest on the Provineial tiovernmimt. Further the 
Governor and the GovernorHteitcral who claim to {hisschh special riHi|K)tisihiIitiiV> in 
such mstters must also share the burden for tvcirs in Bengal. Their restsuisibility 
becomes the greaUT wtn ti it is rcealled that tlo^ i'aleutta tragiMly had clearly given 
the wacniog and the minoritus living tti Easteru B. itgal had niiule repriweniations 
to the Government and the (iovernor and* demanded i rotieiioii and preventive 
mcaaurcs. The Comniituv caiuiot hclp«/\press their surprise and resiaiiuient that 
in those circumstance^ not imly no preveiiiivi* meaHurf S w« re taken hut even after 
the outbreak of the criim^s no adequate steps wtTc taken in time to Ht4)|> them and 
to apprehend the criminals. Insu^ad an uuttmablc att(*inpt was maatr U» cover 
Ujp filling connivance or incompeUrnec or both umler tlie pretext t)f exaggeration 

The Committee, fully conscious as they are of thi* inadequacy of an expres- 
sion of feeling on such an occasion, do express their heartfelt sympathy with the 
sufferers in iStst Bengal. Tlu^ wish furtluT to apis'iil U> all dit'cnt ^xTsons of ail 
communities in Ihuigal and elsewJiere not only to condemn tlnrsc crimisi, but 
also to take all adequate' steps to dtfend tlie innoct ni from lawleMsiKSs ami bar- 
Imrity, no matUrr by whomsoever eouiinit ed. At the same time the (Nunmittec! 
must sound a warning against retaliatory uiiilfn aks of commuuul violence. Na- 
tionalism and coinmunahsiii arc in a tiiiul death grip. Thi* riots in Bengal clearly 
form parts of a pattern of imliticai sabotage etili*ulat< d to destroy Indian nationa- 
liam and check tne advance of the country towar«ls drtiuKrratie freedom. Therefore 
the Committee cannot lay too much eiiiphaHis on the warning that eoinmuiiallsm 
can only be fought with nationalism and not with counter eomiiiunuliHm which can 
only end in pcri^tuatiug foreign rule. 

Acharya Kri|ialani, tlie i^resident-ehx'ti is now in Noakhali and will visit 
the other affected areas in Ibrngal. The V'Oinmittt'e are awaiting his nqHirt, and will 
advise further action on taking into consirleratioii all the information made avail- 
able to it. 

Report of the CoNoRiiss CoNsriroTiiiN hirn-CoMMiTTEK 

As Acharya ,1. B. Kripalarii, Convener, was absent in East Bengal, it was de- 
cided to requiwt him to prepare ami get the final draft sanctioned by the (J!ons- 
titution Sub-Committee and circulate it to niemherH of the Working Coinmittei! 
and the Subjects Committee. Ihe Working Committee will consider it at its next 
meeting. 

KAsmini 

Habatma Gandhi and Hardar Vallabhbhai Patel informed the Committee of 
the correspondence that has taken place with the Kashmir authoriti^'S in coriDee* 
tion with tae resolution passed by the Working Oommit.iex* at its last session. It 
was decided that a committee consisting of Mahatma (iandhi, Hadar Vallabhbhai 
Patel and Maulaua Abul Kalam Azaa be formed to apiHiint tin* pifrsonuel of the 
deputation and to decide on further course of action. The hTtris of reference of 
the deputation shall be the same as laid down in the Ksshtntr Resolution dated 
September 1946. 

GmEAL Bbcrktaries Report for Years, i 940 to 1946 

Aa the report was not yet ready the General tiecrctaries were authorised to 
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S vett AeharyA J. B. KriptUni to . 
Bled oopioi ta memben of the SuL^ 
their eenction et the next meetiog, 


^ the report and drenburise draft 
Committee and the Worhiog Oommittee 


irv ^ PaovnrciAt Quotab 

The Working Committee took note of the applications for exemption from or 
red^tira in the provincial quotas of contribution to the A. I. C. 0., especially the 
appliejUion recdv^ from Bimgal. The Ocncral Secretaries were authorised to in- 
form we Provincial Congress Oommittee that the revised quotas should be paid 
the Istest by November 20th, 1946. Ihc Bengal Irovincial Congress Com- 
mttee be informed that if, due to the present unsettled conditions, they are un- 
abte tpjMy immediately, they may pay in instalments but not later than the 
end of December 1946. 

Hikdustaki Seva Dal 

The draft constitution as approved by the Provincial Congress Committee 
Volunteer representatives conference was plac^ for consideration and sanction of 
the Working ^nimittee. After some general discussion, it was decided to post- 
pone final consideration till the next meeting of the Working Committee. 


Proceedings of the Working Committee 

From 19th to 20lh November, 1946 at New Delhi, and on 21tt 
and 22nd November. 1946 at Congress Nagar, Meerut 

Matings of the Working Committee were held at New Delhi on 19th and SOth 
Novemb^, and from 2lBt onwards at Congress Nagar, MeeruU Pandit 

Jawaharlal Nehru presided over the meetings from l9th to Slst November, 1946, 
and from 92nd November onwards the meetings were held under the president- 
ship of Acharya J. B. Kripalani. 


Summary of Proceedings of the Meetings 

Held from L9th. toZlst. November, 1S46 

The following members were present : 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azaa, Vaiiabbbhai Patel, llajendra Prasad, Oovind 
Ballabh Pant, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Kajagopalacharisr, .lai Prakash Narain, 
Kamaladevi, Rafi Ahmad Kidwai, Fakhruddiii Ahmed, Hardar PraUp Singh, 
Blridula Sarabhai and B. V. Keskar. 

J. B. Kripalani, Sarojiiii Naidu, Pattabhi Bitaramayya, Asaf AH, Shankar 
Rao Deo, Profulla Chandra Ghosh and Jagjivan Ram were present by special 
invitation. 

Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Working Committee held at Delhi 
from October S3rd to 25th, 1946, were placed before the Working Committee and 
confirmed. 

Constituent Assembly 

The present political situation was discussed during the meetings of the Wor- 
king Oommittee on November l9th and SOth. q he President informed the Com- 
mittee of the course of negotiations tliat were taking place in connection with the 
calling of the Constituent Assembly. The Committee gave its approval to the 
stand taken by the President in this connection. 

The following resolutions were passed by the Working Committee : 

_ Pandit Madanmohan Malviya 

The Working Committee placed on record their profound sense of grief and 
loss at the death of Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya who served the country with 
signal devotion in various capaeities for an unbroken period of over sixty years, 
and who wm thrice President of the Indian National Congress. India thinks of 
his manifold services and achievemenU with pride and gratitude. He was an em- 
bodiment of the rich culture of India and reminded us of the rishis of old. In 
the Benares Hindu University we have a memorial of his sacrifice, eneigy and love 
of India. The Working Oommittee ofier their grategul homage to his memory and 
convey their heartfelt condolence to the members of his bereaved family, with 
whom the whole nation is mourning. 

Bihar 

The Oommittee, at its last session, had occasion to pass a resolution on the 
ritaktira ii Since then erent. have happened in certain districts of 

Bihar that fill the Oommittee with horror and pain. Deeds of loot, arson and 
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mudv nd oUmt fornui of grttMonic btuUilit; ha?e been eoininitted on radi n 
widt Male that they nnst create grave concern in the ntlnda of all lome of b«e> 
doa and hnmantty. The Oommitiee aynipathice deeply with all thoM who hate 
•nfttid in this enlninity. 

The Committee in their Inst resolution hsd warned the police against letalia* 
torw eommnnal Tiolence, and they repeat that waruiDg with all the emphasis at 
their command. Mutual strife and bloodshed cannot lead any section of the 
Indian people to its desired goal* whatever that may be, while the right of inno- 
cent people to defend themselves adequately against vtolejice is admitted, it Is foo- 
lish and dangerous to the national interest and to the interest of the \\eo\At con- 
cerned to avenge one wrong by another wrong. 

Jhe Committee feel relieved that the situation in Bihar is rapidly returning 
to normal and they feel assured that the Provincial Uovernment and the Provin- 
cial Confess Organization will pooh be able to bring |>eace and order to the Pro- 
vince. The Committee are coneerued to learn that stejis of rehabilitation, such as 
taking refugees back to their villages, are being obstructed by }>enious interested 
in keeping up an atmosphere of bitterness and hatred. They trust that the task 
of rehabilitation will be carried on with the help and co-operation of all ststions 
of the people. 

The Committee hope that the events of the past weeks will not fail to impress 
every one that the polittCH of hate only lead to ruin and tlestrucliou and that all 
the communities and sections of the |>eople, who obviously havecommun objectives 
and common problems to solve, must unite and face their tasks together and 
achieve togf^ther their common objectives of frciHlom and removal of iH)verty. 

'Ihe OonimitUH! call u}iun all Coiigrt^ssraen and couimiiu^cs to take every (losaible 
•ten to )iut an end to the spirit of retaliation, to restore a sense of security and 
to bring aliout reconciliation. 

KAmiMlR 

The Working CoinmitbT have previously expressed their disap[iroval of the 
activities of the Kashmir authorities during the past few months in repressing the 
people of the State and denying them their normal civil liberties. The Oummitleo 
had proposed to send a deputation to inquire into these matters in Ksshmir estate 
and had invited the bute authorities to co-operait? in this task, 'ihc n*six>nse 
from those authorities was not satisfactory and couditioiis in various parts of 
India d*iayeil any action being taken on the previous resolution, hecent reports 
state that the Kashmir authorities an; preventing free and fair elections to the 
State AsHombly and have urn sted the preHident and members of the i'Ucclioii Com- 
mittee of the Kashmir National Cuiifereiicc. The Committee take a serious view 
of this flouting of public opituuii and of activities which must n*diice the coming 
elections to a farce. The t'ouuntttec will now take early steps to implement their 
resolution. 

'Ihe Working CommitUH! passed the billowing draft resolutions for the Sub- 
jects Committee meetings to be held at Meerut from 2lsi November onwsrds. 

1. (.X>ndolencc. "J. Uatiticatioii. 3. Uoiistituent Assembly. 4 South Africa. 
5. East Africa, (i. Greetings to Indonesian Kepiiblie. 7. Communal Strife, 
8. States, 9. HetrOBpi*ct. 10. Kevisioii of the tk>nBtitulioij. 12. Congress Mauifestu. 
( /\ir text of the reholutione nee proceedin{f$ of the C'onpress ) 

Proceedings of the Meeting held on the 

22nd November, 1846 

A meeting of the Working Committee was held on the morning of 22nd Nov- 
ember, under the presidentship of Acharya J. B. Kripalaui* 

l.ABOUIt SUH-Co.MMiTTlU2 KePORT 

The Report dated 20th November 1V4G of the Labour Sub*('oiiiinitt4*e appoin- 
ted by the Working Cominittc;e on l3th August, lVU6, was considered* it was 
decided to postpone consideration and decision till Uie next meeting of the Wor- 
king Committee. 

Constitution CkiMMiTThK 

The Constitution Bub-Committce's report^ was placed before Uic Working 
Committee. The general opinion of the members was that the system of register- 
ing a worker (as mentionea in the resolution below) should l>e to evolved that It 
becomes automatic. The following draft resolution was passed for the Bul^ta 
Committee. 

In view of the great development of the Congress organisation and ihe new' 
ODiuliUons that have ariaen, it is desirable to revise the Congress Constitntioil in 
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order to nuke the Congrees ae widely repreeenUtiTe of the Indian people at poe- 
aible and at the same time a more efficient instrument for giving effeet to the 
national will. With this end in view, the Congress authorises the All India Con- 
gress Committee to amend and revise the Congress Constitution on the basis of 
the following nrinciples : 

1. The four-anna membership be abolished and instead a broader franchise 
approaching adult franchise be introduced. 

S. All elective Conmress Committees to consist of workers in the field of 
construetivcv organisationaL parliamentary, or any other national activity. 

3. Elections to be faetd every three years. 

The Constitution as and when finally passed by the A I. C. C. shall be given 
effect to.** 

It was also decided to authorise the existing Constitution Bub- Committee to 
frame a constitution on the principles laid down in the above resolution and place 
it before the next session of the Working Committee. 

CoK(4RE8s Manifesto 

The Working Committee considered the requisition for a resolution sent in 
bv 25 members of the All India Congress Committee and decided to recommend 
toe following resolution to the Bubjccts Committee : 

*'This Congress adopts the principles and programme outlined in the Congress 
Election Manifesto in regard to the content Of Bwaraj. In the opinion of this 
Congress Bwaraj cannot be real for the masses unless it makes possible the achieve- 
ment of a society in which democTacy extends from the political to the social and 
economic sphere, and in which there would be no opportunity for privileged classes to 
exploit the bulk of the people, nor for gross incqualitiis such as exist at present. 
Such a society would ensure individual liberty, equality of opportunity and the 
fullest scope for every citizen for the development of his personality. 

Non-Official KKsoLurioNS 

The Committee considered the non-official resolutions received by the A. I. C. 
C. Office. A great many of these resolutions weie fit for reference to either the 
Working Committee or provincial governments. It was however decided to leave 
It to the A I. 0. 0. to consider these resolutions. 

Subject! Committee Meeting 

Meerut— 21st and 22nd. November, 1946 

A meeting of the Bubjccts Committee was held at Meerut iu the Oougress 
psudal on November dist and !i2ud, 1946. Acharya J. B. Kripalani presided. 

According to custom the A. I. C. C. should have met earlier thau the Sub- 


1 period _ . _ 

Paudit Jawaharlal Nehru iu a brief speech referred to the circumstancea in 
which he found himself obliged to relinquish the office of the Congress President. 
He requested Acharya J. B. Kripalani, the President' elect, to take the chair. 

Bardar VallabUbhai Patel paid a tribute to the wisdom and statesmanship 
with which Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru piloted the ship of the Congress during the 
office of the Cougress Ihresident. 

The following condolence resolution was moved from the Chair and passed 
unanimously. 

(For the text of the resolution see proceedings of the Cougress) 

Pandit Jawaharlal Ncliru then moved the resolution on ''ratification" recom- 
mended by the Working Committee, It was seconded by Pandit Govind Ballabh 
Pant. 

The resolution was opposed by some members of the A. I. C. C. but it was 
pasaed by a big majority. Thirty members voted against it. 

(For text of the resolution see the proceedint^ of the Congress Session). 

The resolution on South Africa, East Africa, aud Greetings to the Indone- 
sian republic were moved from the Chair and passed unanimously. 

(For text of the resolutions sec proceedings of the Congress Session). 

Summary of Procaedingt of the Meeting 

Held on November 22, 1946 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru moved the resolution on 'retrospect* It was aeoon- 
by the Bhri B. K. Phtil. The resolution was paaoed unanimonsly. 
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lFV>r text of the resolution see the proceedings of the Congress Bession). 

nndit Gorind Bsllsbh Pent then moved the resolution on CommunsI Strtho 
whidi wss seconded by Dr. J^Jendrs IVasad. The resoiation provoked n 
debate in which a large number of speakers participated. Borne amendments 
were moved to it but they were later withdrawn. The resolution was passed an« 
animoDsly. 

(For text of the resolution sec the protHvdings of the Congress Bession). 

Ihr. Pattab^ti sitartmayya moved the resolution on Indian Stales. It wia 
seconded by Bhri Balvant Bai Mehta. Several amendmenta were moved to the 
resolution but they were later withdrawn except one by Ariina Asafali. A small 
verbal amendment suggesting that a sentence in the resolution beginning with *ths 
political department* be constituted into a Si^parate paragraph was accepted by the 
mover of toe resolution. The rest of the amendment was put to vote and reJecU^d. 
The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

For text of the resolution stn? proct^edings of the CoiigtvHM). 

The resolution on (!ongn»s Manift*sto wan movM by ^hri Profiilla Chandra 
Ghosh and secoitd<rd by Dr. Safiuddin Kttc)it4^w. It was nasseil unanimously. 

(For text of tnc resolution sec the priM'mlings oi the Congress). 

The resolution on C'on^titueiit Assembly was moved by Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru and passed unanimously. 

(For text of the resolution see proceedings of the C/Ongrtws) 

The resolution on ‘A mend men ts to the (^oiiiprcss Constitution' was moved by 
Bhri Bhankarrao V>co. It was stvomlcil by ^:hri M. U. Diwnkar. An amendment 
moved by 8hri rurshottanidas Tandon was ace<i>tcd by the mover on behalf of 
the Working Oomniitt<‘c. The amended resohiiioti was adopted by Utc hoiiao un> 
animonsly. The resolution as reeommende<l by the Working (\immitiec was as 
follows : 

Tri view of the great development of the Congress organisation and the new 
conditions that have arisen, it is desirable to revise the Congn^ss (\msiitution 
in order to make the Congn'ss as widely represen i stive of the Iiidtaii j)eop|e at 
possible and at the same time a more etllcieiit instrument for giving enect to the 
natioual will. With this <Mtd in view, the ('ongress authoristw the All India Con- 
pesB Committee to amend and revise the Congress Constitution on the bssls of the 
following principles. 

1. The four-anna membership be abolished and insWad a broader fraiicbiae 
approaching adult fraiiehise be introduced. 

2, All eloetive ('’otigress Commitltscs to consist of workers in the field of 
constructive, organisational, ]>arliamcnlary, or any otln r national activity. 

d. Elections to bo held every three years. 

The Constitution as and when finally passed by the A. 1. C. shall be given 
cflect to. 

The amended resolution as adopted by the Hiibieets (.\>mmittee was as 
follows : 

*In view of the development of the C^ongress organisation and the new oondl- 
lions that have arisen, the Congress auUiorises the All India Congress Committee 
to amend and revise the C'ongress Coiistitutioii in order to make the Congress as 
widely r^resriiutive of the Indian people as )>OHsiblc and at the same time a more 
efficient instrument for giving eflect to the national will. 

*rhe Ooiistitulion as and when finally passed by the A. 1. 0. 0. shall be glvsn 
eflect to.* 

‘1 wo motions were received by the President signed by 35 delegates which the 
signatories wanted to place before the open seaaion. The motion signed by Bhri 
k. K. Bidhwa and others a*iked Pandit Nebrn to ask the Viceroy to ask ths Muslim 
I^eagne members to realgn from the interim government owing to Mr. Jlnnah's 
recent declaration that the Mnalim League will not ioin the Cooatituent Assembly. 
The Preeident ruled Bhri Sidhwa'e motion out of order. 

There was another resolution signed bjf Bhri JCala Venkat Rao and 24 other 
delegates in which the Congress wss asked to accept the principle of redlslrfhatioa 
of provinces on a lioguietic baais. On sn assurance by the President that the reao- 
Intion will be eooaldered by the Working Committee Kala Venkat Rao withdrew hie 
motion. 

^ NoH-OmciAL BiaOLOTioiie 

• Jr* <^6iee rceelved notice of over thirty non-official resolotioiie whidi 

A* !• 0« (X members wished to move at the Bub]^ Oimmiilee mentlnK* The 
liiolwtioiie eane wp before the SttbjMte Gommittee after it hid sat for over loviB 
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hoora witbonl • break. The Snbjeete Oommittae therefore had neither UaM nor 
inelioation al that eUKe to Kiren eerione thought to the oon-oiBeial reeolntiooa. It 
wee decided that the reaolntioni be referred to the Working Committee lor oondde- 
ration anddiepoeal. 

The Indian National Congress Session 
Maerttt-*23rd and 24th November, 1946 

'fhe Meerut Seaaion of the Congreee iiii*t under the presidentahip of Aehsrys 
J. B. Kripalaiil on Nofember 23 and 24. 1946 In a big pandal erected for the pur- 
poae. The number of delegatee preaeiit at the Beaaion waa 1306 out of the total 
number of 2950 delegatee returiTable from alt proyineea. Beaidea delegates there was 
a large number of viaitorfl. The number would have been much greater but for 
some unfortunate Incidents in and around Meerut neoeasitatlng cancellation of all laeU 
lltiea for the reception and accommodation of visitors. 

Shri Regbubir Nsrain Binha, the Chairman of the Reception Committee reed 
hie welcome epeeeh. He extended a cordial welcome to the preaident-eleot and 
delegates to the hieloric city of Meerut. 

He wae followed by reprecen tali vet of Indiana Overseas and othera who extended 
to the Congreee their fraternal greetings. Among them were: 

(1) The Hon*ble A. D. Patel, Bar-at-law (Fiji). 

(2) Shri J. A. Thiv^~-Presidcnt. Malaya Indian Congreea. 

(3) Sardar Bnoha Hingh (Singapore). 

(4) The Hon'ble Mohammed Ayub Edum» m,l.o. (Br. Quiana). 

15) Shri Ob*armavir Kapil (Kenya). 

(6) Dr. Katial— (India League, London). 

(7) Shri Iqbal Singh, Federation of Indian Aeeoeiatioos (Great Britain). 

Aoharya Kripalani then delivered bis presidential address which took over an 

hour. 

The resolntiona passed by the Bubiects Committee were then placed one by one 
before the open session of the Congreea. 

The following condolence resolution was moved from the chair and paaaed un- 
•nimoualy : 

<*The Oongraaa expressea its daep aenie of sorrow and loss at the deaths of 
Pandit Ifadaii Mohan Malaviya, Shri Viiayaragbavaohariar, Shri B. Srenivaaa Iyengar, 
Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, Bhri Jamoalal Bajaj, Bhri Bbulabbai Deaai, Bhrimani 
Kaaturba Gandhi, Begum Aztd, Shri Mabadeo Deaai, Bhri Batyamurti, Shri Shiv 
Prasad Gunta, Shri K. B. Pandit, Bhri Yusuf Imam, Shri Pyarelal Bharma, Bhri 
B. Dutt, Dr. P. C. Ray. Bhri Allah Bux. Babii Ram Dayal Bingb, Bhri Charu 
Ghosh, Shri Kamdar Khau. Bhri Ramdaa Pantulu, Bhri Hemchandra Barua, Bhri 
BaraladevI Choudhurani, Dr. T. Kesram Rasul, Bhri K. S. Gupta, Bhri Chandrahhal 
Jauhari, Bhri NIvasrao Kauialgt, Shri Khedanlal, Bhri Hanmantrao Kmujalgl, Shri 
Hardyal Nag, Maulaoa Abdul Kadir Kaaoori, Lala Dunioband, Ram Kiahan, Shri 
Bachindra Nath Banyal, Shri Suhila Bai Nayar, Bhri Narayanrao Joahi, Bhri Dondu 
Narain Raiu, Bhri Yakub Huaaain. Dr. T. V. 8. Sbaatry, Shri Baba Baheb Boman. 
of Belgaum. Dr. Ashutoah Das, Dr. Viahwanath Mukerp. Bhri Bindhya Baaini 
Ftaaad, Shri Vaaukaka Joahi, Mobd. Yamiii Dar. Shri Binoyetidra Nath fUib, Bhri 
Ramananda Ohatterii, Bhri Yallai Baniiial, Shri Sadaabiv Laxman BomauSf Bhri 
Baaant Kumar Mafuroder, Bhri Bureodra Mohan Mitra, Brajkishore Prasad. 
Bhikulal Chandak, Bhri V. V. Jogiah Pantulu, Bhri K. V. R. Bwami, Bhri Kaliuath 
Ray, and Bhri Niranian Patnaik. 

Pandit Jawaharlat Nehru moved the following resolution entitled *Iletroapect\ 
Jt wad seconded by Pandit Oovind Ballahh Pant, The resolution wae passed un* 
animouely, 

RKTEoersoT 

This Coogieaa, meeting after aix and a half years of war and upheaval and 
frighllulneaa, pave Ita homage to the memory of all thoae who have given their lives 
in the eauee of India'a freedom and the emancipation of India's millions. 

During these yeare the World War raged in all ita fnry, and in India the 
armed might of an alien imperialist power tried to crueh the spirit of freedom end 
the paseionate desire of the Indian people to gain independenoe. The Indian 
people resitted this ruihlese onalaoght and throngh travail and agony damonatrated 
thrtx will to freedom. The complete failure and Inoompetenee of an out-of-date 
pdliiioal and adminietrative ayatem leeolted In famine whieh took ito toll of mUlkma 
of lifes. 
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Al Md of the World War hat not brooKht paaoe to the world and the jimti 
atom bomb at • ^pon of wu, with iu frightfol and botriblo poMIO 
of dMrmstion. hat ,br«wht to a .crialt the Immoral and aell-dtUmetira aloiMilo 
of the MOtant daj poliboal, eoonomio and tpuitaal ttraelnre of the world. Oirtllaf 
Hon itlikdr to deatroy iueiC unloH it civet up ita imperiatUt and aequialUva ton* 
danaieo and baaaa itaalf on the peacelul eo>operation of tree natlona and on the 
maintaiiMioa of the diii^nlty of men. 

In Indie, es eleewhere, the period of treneition from the old world, wbioh hee 
demoaetreted iU feilure to the new> to which millione look with hope end for which 
they etriTe ie full of peril end reectionery forcee ere every where tryini; to prevent 
the eetebliihment of e new order of peace end freedom. Thie OonKreee has elweye 
•tood for the fall oo-operetion of free nations end for removal of political end eoo« 
nomie inequality between nationa and peoples. Indie has been end ia today the 
ornx of the problem of freedom of aubjeot peoples. On the complete emanolpetlon 
of the Indian people depends the freedom of veal numbers of others in Asia, Africa 
end elsewhere. World i>eac6 end proy^ress depend upon the eolation of the Indian 
problem. This Oonirresi, therefore, reiterates Its firm determination to continue the 
for India's complete freedom till abe iKK^omee an independent nation oo* 
operating with others on an equal basis for the estabtisbment of peace, freedom end 
progreee everywhere. India* by virtue of her present poaitlon end her potential 
power, cannot accept a aecondarv position in the comity of natlone. 

For more than sixty years tbo Naitoital Congress has led the people of India 
towards this ideal and through struggle and constructive efiort it hai built up tbs 
•trength of the India people. It has based itself on high ideals and endeavoured to 
put before the nation moral staiiilards of c.mdiicit both on the individual and on the 
political plane because it was convinced that grestness of achievement comes to a 
nstion only by kooptng high objectives before it and by pitrsutag methods which are 
worthy of a great people. In these days of bitter and tragic internal oonfHot and a 
lowering of theae ideals, this Oongresa reiteratca its fstth In the high destiny of to* 
die snd the idesls which have moved the Iiidtan people. Any wealineea, complacency 
or straying from the straight path to freedom may well imperil the independence 
for which the people of India have struggled and which ia now within their graep. 

The Oongrese, therefore, calls upon the people to put an end (o Internecine con- 
flict and to face internal and external dangers as a united i>eople In the spirit in 
which they hive fought in the past for India's independence. That struggle oas not 
ended and mty yet require many sacrifices. 

Ratification 

Sardar ValUibhbhai Patel (hni mur&i the follnwing resolution on ** RatiHcntUm** 
Tt was seconded by Dr, B. V, Ka^kar, The resolution after a debate was adopted 
by the Congress, 

Tbit Congreaa, having considered the various political developments rssulting 
from the visit of the British Cabinet liclegation to India, the caUitig of the Oonetl- 
tuent Assembly to determine the constitution of tree India, and the formation of 
the Interim National Government, confirms and ratifies the deciaione taken thereon 
from time to time by the Working Committee and the All India Oongreea Committee. 

CoNHTlTUBNT ASSBSfBLY 

Aeharya Narendra Deo moved the follou'ing resolution on the Constituent As* 
sembty. It was seconded by Rao Sahib Patwardhan, The resolution was adopted 
unanimously. 

On the eve of the summoning of the Constituent Assembly to frame a eoneti- 
tntion for India, this congress declares that it stands for an independent sovereign 
Republic wherein all powers and authority are derived from the people* and for a 
eonatitution wherein eocial objectives are laid down to promote frsMom* progreee 
and conal opportunity for all the people of India, so that this ancient land attain 
Its rightlnl and honoured place in the world and mske ita full contribution to the 
promotion of world peace end the progress and welfare of menkind, and direets all 
oongrasamen to work to this end. 


Summary of Proceedtogs on the 24th, November, 1946 

The Congreaa Seaslon met on the 24th Novermber at 12 noon. The 
reablations on SonOi Africa, East Africa and Greetinga to the Indonesian Kopublio 


Soirrn ArfticA 

Thn 9^BIS<3M^MdorMs the resolution paasi^ by the All India Oongresa Com* 
n oa July % 19^6 eongratalntiog the South African Indians on fiinlr rerislaiien 
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of thi irhili people of that country, nod reeoidi lie 
•^fcfecilra ot the ex^lent work done by the Indien Delegeilon to the D. N. O. 
uenerM AMmbiy ezponng the ii«rrow recbiiem of the Sonth Afrieen Government 

The OoDgree* empbeticelly refntee the enggee- 
of ^eld Merehell Bmnte in thie coDoection thit the Indien people ere eleo 
gnilu ofreoleliem each ee ie ihemeleeely Indulged In by the ^nth Africen Oovem- 
ment The Indien nmple end ell their leedere ere energeticelly engeg^ In working 
00* „*“• /i?* oil the netionele Inhebiting thie lerge ena greet oonntry 

in nil welke of life* pofitieel* eoetel end economic* ena tewe of this country diecount* 
enenoe eny mmimlnetion wheteoever, whereec the policy of the Booth Africen Qov- 
moment end the white minority of thet country is flegreotly reeiel end dieerimine* 
torj end is n menece to world«peece end C|?ilisetion. 

East ArnicA 

The Indien Netionel Gongreet endoriee the resolution of the Working Com- 
mittee pessed on August 6, 1945 regerding the situetion in Rest Africe. The Oon- 
with greet concern the ettempts mede in thet country to meke perme* 
o®o* *“• >^®**^*®**ons of the wer-time period end converting them into e permenent 
enti-Indien Lew* "he record^ edmisstons of even the confirmed enemies of 
^ 4 w? progress prove thet Indiens were in Eat Africe before eny Europeen 
Mt his fMt on thet soil end fully support the.cleim of the Indiens in Best Africe 
thet the lews reserving the highlends for the white people end restricting the rights 
of Indiens ere most immorel end uojustifieble. 

Qbbetinos to Indonesian Republio 

The Indien Netjonel Oongrese sends Its greetings to the Republic of Indone- 
sie nnd its oongretuletionB to the ^ople of Indoneiie on the success which hes 
ettonded thdr gellent struggle for freedom, The Congress essures them of the good- 
will of the Indien people end their desire to co-0|>erete in the fullest meaure with 
the people of Indonesie in the promotion of the freedom end sdvsncement of the 
netlons end peoples of Asie. 

Indian Btatbb 

/k. Pattahhi Sitaramayya and ShH Bah ant Bat Mehta ptoposed and aeconded 
thi following resolution on Indian States, Some amendments were moiled to the 
resolution but they were later withdrawn except one by Shri Ashoke Mehta. The 
amendment was put to vote and dejeated. The resolution was passed unanimously. 

The Oongrese hes el ways considered the problem of the Btetes in Indie es en 
fntegrel pert of the problem of Indian independence. On the eve of independence 
this problem essumes e new urgency end has to bo solved in the context of that 
independence* A few of the Rulers of Indian Btates have appreciated the rapid 
changes Ukirig place iii the country end have tried to adept themselves to some 
extent to these changes. 

Bnt the Congress has noted with regret that oven now many of the Rulers of 
the Ind an Htates end their Ministers ere not only not bringing their administre- 
tiona lu o line even with the Provinces in regard to repr^sseniative institutions and 
sue^ve popular ccntcol over the ediniiiiatratioiiy but, on ihe contrary, ere endee- 
vounng He political aapirationa of their people ind are thua coming into 

oouflict with the vital urge for freedom which enimatee lue people of the bUtea ea 
well w of the reit of Indie. 8ome of the lerKer Stetee in ludie, which ehould 

”*** *" Pwficulerly guilty of theee reMtionuy 

Ibe I^Utioel Depertment, whi^ etill continhee to be directly under the Crown 
Bepreientetive end wholly beyond the control of the Government of Indie, eontinua 
*• weotionery nnd opp^ to the wiihec of Ae people 

•twg dii»provel thie eegregeUou of the Politieal 

. Government of Indie, who ere rightly intereeted in ell the 
eo^itla of that DeMrtment, end hones thet thie anomaly will be ended a early ee poe- 
If ooneidere^t wl^ly nntennble for the Britieh Qovernnieot to elnim throngb 
th* Viewy Crown BeprceenUtiTe to huve nny interest in the State* Ath., thra 
or »p«t from the GoTernment of Indie. 

* ..u Oongro** dli*ppro»ae of eny eeheme of nerger or federetion . lAAn * State* 
wi^ut nfertoM to and wiAont tto mprov»l of the people concerned. Bmb eeU- 

l- JP- wlMet^lHatlon and of the right of tba 

inoian people to aetaraiine tb^ fotiiro, Xh* Qongrm i, fi ryiy g{ Hi,, 
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•wy Mtioii regarding Uia SUtet matt be itkta by the tdtoted rtpnmtoUfit of 
tbt psopit of the Statet, tod no dteition ihtt ignom Iha people eon be eelld or 
UiidiBg upon them. In ptrticaUr* the repretooUtitet of the Stetet in the Oooetil- 
aeot Jleeemblj thoald be choaen by their people* 

In Tiew of the growing critia in the dUlea» the Congreaa deeUrea that it eon* 
aidera the atruggle for freedom in the 8utea an eaaeutial part of the larger atraggle 
in India* It ?ieva with aympathy the efforta of the people of the Btatea to eataolioli 
eivil libertiea and reaponaible government aa integral part of the free and indapen* 
dent India. 

OoNonnaa Minifebto 

Shri • Jai Prakagh iVaratn moved the feeoiution on Congresg Mani/egto, It ‘ 
WOM eeconded by Prof, Ranga, An amendment wa$ moved to the reeolution. The 
amendment wae withdrawn, the mover of the resolution having agrted to incorporate 
the eubstanee of it in the resolution. The uH}rUs added to the original resolution 
were : *In the August resolution before *in the Congress Election Manifesto* The 
amended resolutim which was passed unanimously read as follows : 

Thia Congreva adopU the principlea and programme outlined in the Angnit 
reaolution end the Coogr<‘ee Gleotion Mantfeato in regard to the content of 8waraJ. 
Id iha opinion of tbia Congreaa tiiraraj cannot be real for the maaaet utileaa It 
makea poaaible the achievcnient of a aoclety in which democracy extends from tha 
political to the aoctal and economic apbcrct and in which there would be no opportu- 
nity for privileged ciaaaea to exploit the bulk of the people* nor for gross in^uali* 
ilea such as exist at present. 8uch a society would enaure individual liberty, equali- 
ty of opportunity and the fullest aco|)o for every ciiixen for the development of hia 
peraonality« 

Communal Htiufe 

The Joltowing resolution on Communal Strife teas moved by Dr, Rajendra Prasad 
and seconded by Maulami Abut Kalam .-tfoif. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan also spoke on this resolution and explained its implications. 
Speeches on this resolution were heard with great attention. So wide and deep 
was the interest roused bp the resolution that notice of 10 amendments wae recei- 
ved by the Chair and 25 delegates gave notice of their intention to epeak on the, 
resolution. As it was necessary for the business before the session to he finished 
•n the shortest time possible the president appealed to the delegates to withdraw 
their amendments most of which were oj a verbal character. Most of the amend* 
ments were withdrawn and the few that remaificd were put to vote and negatived. 
The resolution as moved by Dr, Rajendra Prasad was passed unanimously. The 
full text of the resolution is aa follows : 

The Congress views with pain, horror and anxiety the tragedies of Osloutta, In 
East Bengal, in Bibar and in tome parts of Mocriit District. The acts of brutality 
committed on men, women and children fill every decent pereon with ahamc and 
humiliation. These new developments in communal strife are diflereni from any 
pravioua diaturbanoea and have involved murders on a mass scsle aa also maaa oon- 
versiona coforced at the point of the dagger, abduction and violation of woman and 
forcible marriage. These crimes, apparenUy for political purposes, put an end to 
alt sense of security and are ominous to the peace, tranquility and progress of India, 
Tha responsibility for this widespread brutality roust rest with the preaching 
of hatred and violence for political purposes and the degradstioo and exploitation 
of religion for political ends. Besponsibtlity roust also rest with those who clslm to 
pomas apeoiai reaponaibilitiea and who, in spite of warning failed to diacharga them 
and allowed mattare to proceed to the extreme limit of enduran e. 

Tha Congreaa would warn the country against all propaganda of violence and 
mta. It ia not by these methods that the differences between the various com muni- 
Um in India can bo aetU^. They can only be settled by peaceful maana. 

attempts of the Oongresa to work out a peaceful and juel ralution 
of the oommunal problem hare been repeatedly thwarted by the Mualim Leagnjh 
Tha advocacy and uea ol Tiolenee will injure toe intereata of the country as a whole 
ae well aa aectional intaraata. The Congress also warns ail com muolilm against 
mange nnd repriaala. Thw continuance of a vicious circle of reprisal would mean 
” hands of the internal and external enemies of toe nation. 

The immediate problem is to pr^uee a aeosa ol aecority and rababilitate hmea 
yfd fillagea which have been broken op and deatfoyed. Women who have bain 
n^M and loreihly married moat be restored to their Immaa. Mms eonyei^OM 
wMeh have tato plaea foidUy have no aignificaoci or val^ity and the people i6be* 
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Ud bf tb«B •honld bt girts ersry oppottsnUr to rctars to Iboir homai asd to tho 
life of thslp ohoiffSo 

The Oongreee raiieretee iU eonviottoo that the only eolotion of the eommimel 
fxroblom ie complete independence from foreign control end appeele to the people 
not to allow oommanal paeaioo to sidetrack the national struggle at this last at^ 
of our march to freedom. 

Rbvibioh of tbb Constitution 

Th§ re$oluiion on the Congreae Constitution waa moved from the Chair and 
passed unanimouely. 

In view of the greet development of the Congress organ isetion and the new 
'COndiUona that have arisen, the Congress authorises the All India Congress Com- 
mittee to amend and revise the Congress Constitution in order to make the Oongreas 
as widely representative of the Indian people as possible and at the same time a 
more efficient instrument for giving effect to the national will. 

The Constitution as and when dnally passed by the A. 1. C. C. aball be given 
effect to. 

Aeharya Krlpalanrs Speech 

With the paaaaing of thia reaolution the buaineaa before the aeaaion conclu- 
ded* The preeiaeni, Aeharya Kripalani^ in his concluding speech made an eameet 
appeal for Hindus Muslim Unity and truth and non-violence aa our infallible 
guide in the country*a march to freedom and peace. The text of the speech ia 
given below. 

*'Friends> I thank you with all my heart for having co-operated with me in 
disposing of the business before this house. I have no doubt your help was exten- 
ded to me because you realise that wo are living in critical times when any false 
step may take awav what we are on the point of getting and make our goal distant. 
We are living in the midst of civil strife, civil strife of a nature that humiliates us and 
make! of us a laughing-stock before the world. Let me repeat what 1 told you before, 
that we in India— whether Hindus, Muslims. ParsiB,ChriHti«ns or followers of any other 
denomination ^-cannot leave thia country. No other country can be ours. We have 
to live here and live together. Let us then live in peace and brotherhood. If we 
do not so live, Nature will make us suffer, and after great Kiiflerings we will have 
to reooooile ourselves to the fact that those whom God has united none can separate. 
Therefore I say, a Hindu who offends a Muslim is an enemy of his community and 
of his country snd a Muslim who offends a IJIndii likewise destroys his religion 
and the freedom of hie country. We have got to live like brothers and so must we 
live." 

Another thing I should like to mention is this : During the course of our 
discussions here, the nsme of Netaji was often brought in and we were taken to 
task for not having included it in out condolence resolution. We were accused 
because we hsve not lost hope of his being alive. It pains me to see that Netaji’s 
name should be invoked to serve the narrow ends of psrtv politics. Let no one 
make sn sU-lndia leader a party loader. 1 tell you. Siibhas Bose does not belong 
to Uie Forward Bloc ; he does not belong to the 1. N. A. ; he does not belong to 
the radicals of any group. He belongs to India for whom he worked snd for 
whom I hope he is still living. When 1 was in Bombay I was asked to speak about 
the I. N. A. 1 said that but for my faith in non-violence. 1 would have neied exactly 
ns Bnbhss Bsbu did, sud felt proud of it. I would have thought that I had done 
the greatest service to my country. I would have thought that 1 had done what 
many great people hsve done in history. Going away from the prison-house, that 
India is, to organise sn independence movement outside India is the greatest psrti- 
otio servioe that a man can do provided he believes in armed resistance. I do not 
believe In that but I do not want to impose my standards of conduct upon others. 
I Judge other people by the standards they have kept before themselves provided 
tliose standards are reoogniasd by humanity as high standards. That evil should ha 
resisted by war and violence is recognised by the priests of great religions even to- 
day. How then osn I in the pride of this new religion of Mahatma Gandhi, which 
haa converted me to non-violence condemn a brother of mine who has done the 
greatest service to the country ? But I say to you, I warn yon, do not think that 
Snbhas Bose bslonge to the Forward Bloc or to the I. N. A. He belongs to ns all. 
Let ms remind you that once before when he was reported to have died, Mshstme 
Qsndhl the man of non-violence was the first man to send a telegram of condolence 
to bis mother and the Working Committee had Joined in it. This had Irritated Sir 
Stafford Orippa who was negotiating with ns at the time and had annoyed the Britieh 
Government But we di4 not care* Great men and great prophete who were nniver* 
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Ml wm miide Metiond by iMr followen io Um pMi and I am yoa la 004*4 
awao, aol Io ropMl the Mine mittaka in Iba naae of Bubhaa Bom.* 

Addnaaing hia frienda the radieala, Aobatya Bripalani aaid. **I do not kaov 
tha meaning of the word radieal in Congteaa politioa. It ia alwaya bad to be ao* 
taaglad la worda. If it ia mmat that radieala are thoaa who are Inkewarm ia thalf 
adfooacj of noo-?lolanea than 1 muat tali you that ia a wrong interpretation of Iha 
word. A beliaTer io non-?iolanea may be aa raYolutlonary aa a believer in violenea. 
Wa moat go beyond the worda. I have learned non-violenoe from UatidhilU Onae 
1 belia?ad In violence and to*day I need not heaitata to tell you that 1 belonged to 
the group of revolntlonariea of 1906-1007. Bat 1 never felt eo fearleaa. ao bdd, ao 
atroDg, M when I aooapted the creed of non-vioieoca from Gandhili. Even in the 
daya of my revolntionary life 1 hope 1 wm a brave man and 1 wonld not have heal* 
tatad to mount the gallowa but 1 tell you that in thoaa daya wherever 1 went, whe- 
ther it WM in the train, or on the road, my eyea ware directed behind me to am if 
a policeman or a 0. 1. D, man wm following me. When I talked to a friend, 1 
would calculate whether he wm really a friend or an enemy. But from the time I ac- 
cepted non-violence 1 did not care who waa coming behind mci who waa going be- 
fore me. When 1 accepted non-violence 1 did not care whether he wm a friend to 
whom 1 WM talking or an enemy, whether he belonged to the police or tha 0. 1. D. 
1 tall youi if 1 wm brave then, i have become fearlata to-day. It ia thia that made 
me go to Noakhali not caring what had happened there or what would happen to 
me there. When 1 wm in the revolutionary movement 1 waa afraid of even niymlf. 
leaat in an unguarded movement 1 may give away a aaeret or a friend. When 1 
am non-violent the police may torture me but what will they get out of me ? There 
ia nothing that I have to conceal. If 1 tell the truth nothing can happen to me. 
Even thia fear of myself ia gone because of non-violence, liet mo tell you that thIa 
fearleasoesa can come only tbrough non-violence. Violence may be brave but that 
bravery always falls abort of the fearleMiiess of non-violence. Non-violence never 
suspects anybody. Non-violence never looks behind. For non-violence there io no 
police. For nou-violent a there is no C. 1. I>. For non-violence there la no enemy in 
the world. A non-violent soldier atanda straight and erect and death has no terror 
for him. Death baa no terror for the violent soldier also but the violent eoldier’e 
bravery ia alwayi tinged with oome fear. Here (in tbit House) people have repea- 
tedly talked of violence and been appluated. Det me tell you that if this country 
ia to rise and prosper it shall do so only through non-violence. There is no other 
way for us. We are divided into to many groupa— political, economic* social and ‘re- 
ligious— that if we use yioleiice against the foreign enemy, we are sure to use that 
violence againat each other. They who live by the sword shall perish by the sword. 
You see that happening in the world around you. I'o-day the world has introduced 
the atom bomb but something worse will come unleM it takes stock of what it hM 
been doing up to to-day. I do not condemn people because they use violence In a 
good cause. Non-violence is something new but i want to place it before ]fou bc- 
eauM 1 have tried both violence and non-violence and 1 tell you that 1 have found 
non-violence as a superior weapon for the redress of wrongs. The world too will 
one day find it a auperior weapon. Many of my radical friends do not belong to 
we age of Gandhi, i belong to that age. In 1920 and *30 when Uandbi|i introduced 
Batyagraba io Indian politics I wm a young mao. 1 aaw bow life wm iofuaed in 
the masaea through non-violence ; bow they became bold and fearleas ; how they 
bore lathi charges and aometimea even bulleta. To-day becauM there are communal 
riots and the horizon appears a little dark we get coufuied and in that confusion 
w beat of us seem to Iom their faith in non-violence. We think that nothing can 
be Meompliahed through noo-violenoe ; but 1 tell you the light baa been lighted and 
u ahHl guide ua whether we wish it or not. It may not be to-day or to-morrow, 
rropheta live and they die but their doctrines often fructify after centutiea after ecn- 
£tow many foilowcra did Budha have when he died ? How many had Moham- 
med 7 When Christ died, he had twelve dlaciplee and all tha twelve repudiated him 
to-day repudiating Gandhiii. Yet Christianity lives ; Christ livaa j hii 
Mnptnre ia the acriptnre of the world. He hM conquered the world even m Bod- 
uha conquered the world. Do not look to ua. We may betray the mMter not 
thirty tiroes thrice and yet the master and hia doctrine 
vw live. The doctrine ia bMcd upon eternal truth. Without non- 
^ impossible. If we are going to aolve our problems 
nntmtlb by crooked diplomacy* I say our problcma will not be solved. The worlds 
mcoumna will not be eolved. Let me tell you in one word the difference between 
Boeialiam and Gandhiem. It ia that Gandhi bolds that your means shall be as 
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^ ** '• ««»ok be eerred by low and entoked 

•i®* Me oontaminated by the low meena need. This is in a 
fi?“‘tT.tfc* betwera Weatetn Soeialiam and the Eaatern SociaUam of 

^ world wSl not be safe from war, from blo^ah^ 

untu tnis doctrine ia adopted, wl^ttier it ia accept^ to-day or after a oentnry. 
Mi* “ •i*®* • century then that eentary will be a tronbleaome century for hnma- 
nity. It will not be a pe^fut century. Therefore I appeal to you, aa I have al- 
wava ap^led to my radical frienda, try to underatond what liea behind Gandhiji’a 
phuMphyn I have given aomething of it in my preaidentiai addreaa. GandhiU 
atanda m democracy ; he atanda for economic and aocial equality ; he atanda for 
peace. le there a Socialiet who does not want tneee three thinga ; 
Why do the aocialiata want to <. 0116 their philoaophy rigid by bringing in the quea- 
tion of aocial control whioh in practice must be Bute control ? Let me tell you 
eoonomic independence of some sort ia of the e>Benc 3 of individuality. If you Uke 
away a man'a economic independence you have taken away a good deal of hia per- 
aonaiity and there can be no democracy without individuality. 

“1 hope and pray that you will go out from this hall determined to do the 
the rig^ thing, ri^t aa you conceive it. You may accept my viewa or you rciect 
them. That la immaterial. But 1 want you to think. 1 cannot expect to do in 
twenty minutea what Gandhi has not been able to do in twenty-aiz years. But I 
have poured out my heart before you because you have entrust^ me with the henvy 
and the reaponsible Usk of guiding your counsels.*’ 

Proceedings of the All India Congress Committee 
Meerut— November 2181. 1946 

A meeting of the A. I. 0. C. was held on November 21, l946, at the Subjects 
Oommittee Pandal, Meerut, Pandit .Tawaharlal Nehru presided. 

Ck)NFIRMATIOK OF MlNDTES 

The Minutes of the last Meeting of the A. 1. 0. 0. held at Delhi on Septem- 
ber 2 : 1 , 24, 1946 were placed by the General Secretary of the A. I. 0. C. before the 
Committee and confirmed. 

Bhri Mridula Barabhai and Dr. B. V. Keskar, the General Becretaries of the 
A. 1. C. 0. presented the audited accounts for the period ending 30th September, 
1945 and the General Secretaries' Keport covering a period of past six years to the 
A«*I. 0. 0. These were unanimously adopted by the Oommittee. 

Meerut — 26th. November, 1946 


Another meeting of the A. I. 0. 0. was held on November 25, 1946 at the 
Subjects Oommittee Pandal, Meerut. Acharya Kripalani presided. At this meeting, 
according to convention, the Congress President, Acharya J. B. Kripalani was to 
have announced the personnel of th* new Working Committee. The Congress Pre- 
sident, however, expressed regret that he was unable to make the announcement 
Just then. He hoped to be able to make it in a day or two. 

Bhri Jai Prakash Narain proposed that a Oommittee be appointed to consider 
and draft principles governing the constitution of a free, independent India. The 
Oommittee considered the proposal and decided that a s|)ecial meeting of the 
A. 1. O. C. be called at an early date to consider the proposal and set up a Con- 
stitution Committee. 


The Constitution Committee 

The A. I. C. C. appointed a oommittee to consider changes in the Congress 
oonatitution in terms of the resolution passed by the Meerut Congress. This Oom- 
mittee was the old Constitution Committee with some new names added to it. 
'i he following ia the personnel of the new Committee. 

G) Dr. Rajendra Prasad. (2) Dr. Pattobhi Sitoramayya. (3) Acharya 
Narendra Deo. M Bhri R. R. Diwakar, (Convener). Bhri Jai Prakash Narain. 
(6) Bhri Kamaladevi. Bhri Purushottamdas Tandon. (8) Bhri Mridula 
Barabhai. (9) Dr. B. V. Keakar. (lOj Bhri Brinivas Mallajya. ( 11 ) Shri S. K. 
Patii. (12) Bhri Jairamdaa Doulatram. (13) Bhri Shanker Rao Deo. (14) Acharya 
Jugal Kishore. ^ 

Next Bbssion of the Conobbbs 


Invitations for holding the next seasion of the Congress received from Sindh, 
Andhra, Tamil Nad, and Kerala were placed before the A. I. 0. 0. It was decided 
to leave it to the Working Committee to consider the invitationa and come to a 
decision. 
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Ptroceedings of th« Working Cwnmittee 

Dellii— -December 8th. to 22nd. 1946. 

A meetiDg of the Workiiig Committee wim held at Delhi from December 6 to 
December 22, 1946, Acharaya J. B. Kripalani presided. The members present 
were Maulana Abul Kalam Asad, Jawaharlai Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendni 
Prasad, Khan Abdul Qhaffar Khan. Sarojiui Naitlu, Sarat Chandra Bose, 
Eaiaaopalaohariar, Rafi Ahmad Kidwai, Kamaladcvi, Bardar Pratap Bing^i 
Bhankarrao Deo and Jugal Kiahore. 

Patubhi Sitaramayya, Qorind Ballabh Pant, Profulla Chandra Ghosh, AsaC 
Ali, JagjiTan Ram, Mridula Sarabhai and B. V. Keskar were present by special 
inTifeation. 

Mikutrs 

The Minutes of the proceedings of the last meeting of the Working Committee 
held at New Delhi on lOtn and 20th November and at Meerut on 2l8t and 2and. 
November, l94'> were placed before the Oommit^.ee and confirmed. 

pRESJOENT OP TIIB COKBTJTUKNT ABSBMBLY . 

The Assembly wa4 due to meet on l)tH;omber 9, 1940 at New Delhi, After 
transacting some formal business under the Chairmanship of a temporary Chairman 
it was required to elect its pcruiaitcnt l^esident. It wan the general feeling among 
Congress members o[ the Constituent Assembly that this high oflloe should go to 
one who commended universal respect. The Vvorking Committee dfx^ided to recom- 
mend the name of Dr. Kajendra Prasad for permanent presidentship to the Con- 
gress Party of the Constituent Assembly. The Working Committee's rccom* 
mciidatiOM was unanimously aiH‘.epted bv the Congress Party. The 
Constituent Assembly unanimously clt'cied Dr. Uajtndra Prasad as its permanent 
President. 

PaRMAMRNTARY BrivCOMMITTKR 

The Working Committee appointed a Parliamentary Sub-Committee of which 
the following are its members : (1) Achary a Kripal an i, (2) Maulana Abul IDilam 
Azad, (3) Bardar Vallabhbhai Patel, (4) Dr. Uajendra Prasad, (b) Bhrl Hhankarrao 
Deo. Bhri Hankerrao Deo was appointed as the Secretary of tlio Committee. It 
was decided that the office of the parliamentary sub-coni mi ttcc be located in the 
A. 1. C. C. Office. 

Statement on Govt. PnoNonNCKMENT or l)Kf\ C 

The Working Committeo considered the British (tovernmeiiCs Statement of 
l)<x*cmbcr 6 and subcK^qucnt pionoiincemcnt in the British Parliament and iasticd 
the following statement : 

The Vvorking C/ommittec have given careful consideration to the stafomoni 
issued hy the British (tov<;riimeiJt on D4H.^ember 6, 1946, as well as other stat<*ments 
made recently on their behalf in Parliament. These* statements, though made by 
way of interpretation and elucidation, arc clearly adilitions to, ami variations of, 
the British Cabinet Mission’s r'^tat<;iQent of May 10, 194C, on which the whole 
scheme of the Constituent Assembly was based.* 

The statement of May 16, 1940, laid down in paragraph lb as basic principles 
of the Constitution that 'There should be a IJnton of India embracing both British 
India and the States", that *'all subjcnits other than Union subj<.cts and alt resi- 
duary powers should vest in the provinces" and that '^provinces should l>s free to 
form Groups.** 

The provinces were thus intended to be autonomous, subj<*ct to the Union 
controlling certain speciOed subjects. Paragraph 19 luid down, inter alia, the pro- 
cedure lor Sections to meet, for decisions to bo taken as to whether Groups sh lulfl 
be formed or not and for any province to elect to come out of the Group in which 
it might have bef n placed. 

In their resolution of May 24 , 1946, the Working Committee pointed out what 
afmeared to be a divergence between the basic principles and Uie procedure sup^. 
Udt in that a measnic of compulsioa was introduced which infringed the basic 
principles of provincial autonomy. The Cabinet Mission thereupon issued a state- 
ment on May R5, 1946 , in which it was stated that 'The interpietation, put by the 
Oongrcaa TeaolnUon on paragraph 15 of the statement, to the effect that the pro* 
vincM dm, in the first instance, make the choice whether or not to belong to 
Sfwtion in which they are placM docs not accord with the delegation's intsntioiii. 
The resaras the gfonping of provinces are well known and this is an ssssttMal 
fentnse of the scheme and mm opiy be modified by agreement between the twQ 
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parties.** The point of issne was not merely one of procednre bat flie fundamen- 
tal principle of prorinoial autonomy and whether or not a province or part should ' 
be eooreed against its will. 

The Congress made it clear later that their objection was not to provinces 
entering Sections but to compulsory grouping and the possibility of a dominating 
province framing a constitution for another province entirely against the wishes 
of the latter. This might result in the framing of rules, the regulation of franchise* 
electorates, constituencies for elections ana the composition of the Legislature, 
which might seriously prejudice or even nullify the provision for a province sub- 
sequently to opt out of a Group, It was pointed out that this could never be the 
intention of the Cabinet Mission as it would be repugnant to the basic principles and 
policy of the scheme they had propounded. The Congress approach to the problem 
of constitution-making has alt along been that coercion should not be exercised 
i^inst any province or part of the country and that the constitution of free India 
should be drawn up with the co-operatiou and goodwill of all parties and provin- 
ces concerned. 

In a letter dated l5th June, 1946, from Lord Wavcll to Maulana Azad, the 
President of the Congress, it was stated that ^'delegation and I are aware of your 
objections to the principle of grouping. I would, however, point out that the state- 
ment of May 16 docs not make grouping compulsory. It leaves the decision to the 
elected representatives of the provinces conccrn(Ml, sitting together in Sections. The 
only provision which is made is that the representatives of certain provinces should 
meet in Sections so that they can decide wnother or not they wish to form groups.** 
Thus the principle which was emphasised again was that grouping was not com- 
pulsory and in regard to Sections a certain procedure was indicated. This proce- 
dure was not clear and could be interpreted in more than one way and in any 
event a point of procedure could not override a basic principle. We pointed out 
that the right interpretation should be one which did no violence to that princi- 
ple. Further, in order to smooth the way to the co-operation of all concerned in 
the working of the proposed scheme we not only made it clear that we were prepa- 
red to go into the Sections, but also we suggested that if our interpretation was 
not acoepted we would be agreeable to reference on this point to the Federal Court. 
It is well known that the proposal in regard to grouping affected injuriously two 
provinces especially, namely, Assam and the North West Frontier Province as well 
as the Sikhs in the Punjab. Their Ircpn^cntatlves expressed their strong disappro- 
val of this proposal. In a letter to the Secretary of State dated 21th May, 1946, 
Master Tara Singh gave expression to the anxiety and apprehensions of the Sikhs 
and asked for clarification in regard to certain matters. The Secretary of State 
sent an answer to this letter on June 1, 1946, in the course of which ne said : ''I 
have oonsidered carefully the detailed fioints you raise at the end of your letter. I 
fear the Mission cannot issue any additions to, or interpretation of the statement.'* 

* In spite of this explicit statement, the British Govern meat have, on December 
6, issuetl a statement which is both an addition to. and an inh^rpretation of the 
statement of May 16, 19I6. They have done so after more than six and a half 
months, during which period many developments have taken place as a consequ- 
ence of the original statement. Throughout this period the position of the Congress 
was made repeatedly clear to the British Government or their representatives, and 
it was with nill knowledge of this position that the British Government took sub- 
•equont steps in furlhcrancc of the Cabinet Mission's proposals. That position 
was in conformity with the basic principles laid down in the statement of May ]6, 
l946, which statement the Congress had accepted in its entirety. Further, 
Cbn^ess had expressed its willingness to refer, if necessity arose, the point of in- 
terpretation to the Federal Court, whoso decisioD should ba accepted by the parties 
oonoerned In the course of his letter dated June 26, 1946. addressed to Mr. 
Jinnah, the Viceroy stated that * Congress had accepted the statement of May 16.' 
In the oourse of a broadcast on August 24, 1946, the Viceroy, in appealing to the 
Muslim League to oo-operate, poiuted out that the Congress are ready to agree 
that any dispute of iutorpretation may be referred to the Federal Court. 

The Muslim League reversed its former decision and rejected the British 
Cabinet Mission's scheme by a formal resolution, and even decided to resort to 
direct action. Their spokesmen have since repeatedly challenged the very basis of 
that scheme, that is, the constitution of a Union of India, and have reverted to 
thdr demand for a partition of India. Even after the British Government's state- 
ment of December 6, 1946, the leaders of the Hoslim League have reiterated this 
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When the inTiUiion of the Briiieh OoYernment wm receUed bj the OoncMt 
at tlM end of NoYemb^ last to send its reprcsenutivea to Undon. the 
positioii was clearly indicated again. It was on an assuramre of tha l^ime Minuter 
of Great Britain that a repreaenUtivc of the C>>ngress prooeeded to London 

In sinte of this assnraucc and of previous aasnranees to the elToct Utat no ad* 
ditions to, or interpretetton of, the statement of May 16, 1916, were going to be 
made, the British Government liave now issued a statement which clearly, in seve- 
ral respects, goes beyond the original statement, on the basis of which pr«>gresa 
has been made till now. 

The Working Committee deeply regret that the British Government should 
have acted in a manner which has not been in keeping with their own aasuranoes, 
and which has created suspicion in the minds of large numbers of jHiopluof India. 
For tome time past the attitude of the British liovemment and their reprosenta* 
tivea in India has been such as to add to Uio difficulties and ootnplexiiies of the 
situation in the coiiiurv. Their present intervention, long after ttie members of 
the Constituent Assembly had bmm elected, has ereated a new situation which is 
lull of peril for the future. ik?causc of this, the Working Committee hsvc given 
anxious and prolongiHl thought to it. 

The Congress s^vks to fram>?. through the iNmstitiicnt Assembly, a constitution 
of a free independent India with the willtiig co-operation of all elements of the 
Indian ix^oples. The Working (\)nimitttH> n'gret that Muslim lx*ague membem of 
the Oonstituviii Assembly have refrained from attending its 0 |Hmiiig session. The 
Committee, however, aourceiatc and express their gratitleaiion at the presence in 
the Constituent Assemnly of repri^oiiintivcs of all other iniertiftts and socitoiis of the 
people of India, and note with pleasure the spirit of co-o|Hrratioii tti a eommon 
ittSK and a high endeavour which lias been in evidence during the siwetons of the 
Assembly. The committcH* will cotiiiituc their eflbrts to make the Constituent 
Assembly fully represtMitativi* of all the people of India and trust that memben 
of the Muslim League will give their co-oiicratioii in this great task. In order to 
achieve this, the Ooiumittco have adviseil Congress representatives in the Assembly 
to postpone consideration of important issues to a subscciueiit nuHiting. 

^ In their statement of December 6, 1946, the British (tuvernmciit, in giving 
their interpretation of a doiibihil |>ottit of proccHiiiro. have referred to it as a **fuii- 
damental ^int”, and suggcsttHl that the Constituent Assembly may rehnr it to the 
Federal Court at a very early date. Bubsequeiit statements made on behalf of tlic 
British Government have made ii clear that they arc not pre|iarod to ac<iept the de- 
cision ol this Court should it go against tlimr own interfirotation. < >ri Indialf of 
the Muslim League also it has been stated that they will not be botiiid by the 
decision uf the Fedorai Court, and a demand for the partition of India, which is 
a negation of the Cabinet Mis^ioirs scheme, continues to be put forward. While 
the Congress has always been willing to agree to a reference to the Fede^ Court, 
any reference now, when none of the other parties are prepared to ioln in it or to 
accept it, and one of them docs not even accept the basis of Uie scheme, becomes 
totally uncalled for and unbecoming, and unsulted to the dignity of eitlier the Oougn^ss 
or the Federal Court. By their repeated statements, British statesmen have ruhxi 
this out. 

The Working (^inmittee arc still of the opinion that the internrctaiioii put 
by the British Govern inent in regard to the method of voting in the Hections is 
not in conformity with provincial autonomy, which is one of the fiindamenlal 
bases of the scheme proposed in the statement of May 16. The Committ^s are 
anxious to avoid anytning that may come in the way of the successful working of 
the Constituent Assembly, and arc prciiared to do everything in tlicir p<iwcr to seek 
and obtain the largest measure of GO-o|>eration, providetl that no fundamental 
principle ia violated. In view of ihe importance and urgency of the issues iMtng 
the country and the far-reaching oonaequeuces which must follow any dwisioiw#* 
the Working Committee arc convening an emergent meeting of the A. I^^O. C. in 
Ddhi early in January to consider the latest developmeat and to give such diroe* 
ttona aa it may deem fit 

The New Woekiko Committeb 

On ^e November ld4fi the Coogreas Preaideot Acbarya J. B. KrtpalMii 
iaaaed the following statement aimouncing the personnel ot the new WotUng 
Oominittoe : 
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Under Article XE of the CooneM Conctitation, I inrite the following friends 
to work ns my coUeagues on the Working Committee : 

(1) Maulnna Abul Kalam Azad CB) &hri Baiagopalachariar 

(3) Bhri Jawaharlal Nehm (9) Bhri Bhankarrao Deo 

(3) Bhri Vallabhbhai Paid (10» Smt Kamala Devi 

(4) Bme. Saroiini Naidu <11) Bhri Bafi Ahmed Kidwai 

(5) Bhri Baiendra Praaad (12) Bhri Jai Prakaah Narain 

(6) Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan (l3) Bhri Pratap Hingh 

(7) Bhri Barat Chandra Bose <14> hhri Jugal Kiahore(U. P.}* 

Bhri Bhankarrao Deo and Acharya Jugal Kishorc wul be the General Secre- 
tariesi and Bhri Vallabhbhai Patel will continue as the Treasurer. 

Convention required me to announce the personnel of the Working Committee 
oh the 25th last in the A. I. C. 0. meeting. I am sorry I could not do this. The 
reason is obvious. If my distinguished predecessors found the task of selecting 
their colleagues difficult, 1 have found it much more so. They had in this unen- 
viable ta sk the advice and guidance of Gandhiji. of which his absence has deprived 
me. My difficulties were further enhanced by the fact that my predecessor in 
office Bhyj Jawaharlal Nehru had infused considerable new blood in the Committee. 
Jawaharlalii is a great leader. He can instruct and guide. With his personality 
and prestige, he can shoulder the responsibility of his colleagues and, if need be, 
stand alone. I have not all these advantages. 1 can feel secure only with old and 
trM colleagues. Yet 1 was loath to undo what my predecessor, had done so re- 
cently* Therefore in selecting names I have made the fewest possible changes. 

i had also to keep in mind the fact that it was the wish of the A. I. C. C. 
that not more than a third of the personnel of the Working Committee should 
consist of those who arc holding Government Offices as members of the Central 
and Provincial Cabinets. This last fact has obliged me to drop from the list the 
name of Bhri Govind Ballabh Pant whose contribution to the deliberations of our 
committee has always been great. He has been our colleague for many years. Even 
though his name is not included in the present list, 1 have no doubt that the com- 
mittee will always have the benefit of his cooperation and advice. 

1 would have much liked to include my old colleague Dr. PatUbhi Bitaram- 
ayya in the list. But friends from the Booth were not united in their preference 
and the choice before mo was limited. However, Dr. Pattabhi's advice and coope- 
ration will* I am sure, be with us as usual. , , , . , 

In the last 48 hours I have been flooded with telegrams from the South 
giving mo unsought advice. This kind of canvassing for or against membership 
of the Working Committee is novel in Congress history. It must be discouraged if 
we have to mauitain the digni^ of our orgauisaiion. 

The timt'S arc anxious. They rcauiro the utmost patience and caution as also 
courage. I am sure the new team will not lack these qualities and will so work 
as would add to the credit of our organisation and the glory of our nation 
— Bandk Matauam 


Congress Acceptance of Long Term plan 

Debate in the All India Congress Committee 
Bombay— 6th and 7th July 1946 

Maolana AzAD’e Speech 

The All-India Conmrosa Committee began its two-day session at Bombay 
on the 6th and 7th July 1946 to ratify the Working Committee’s resolution passed 
^ at Delhi on June 26, and aooept the Cabinet Mission’s, proposals to summon a 
Constituent Assembly to frame a constitution for a free and independent India 

and President, had addressed the 

Committee, reviewing events since the last meeting of the A. I. C. 0. in September, 
1945, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the President-dect, took the chair. 

Moving the Worl^g Committee’s resolution, Maulana Asad said that to many 
years the Congress had been pressing to India’s right to decide her own fntaie 
and to frame her own constitution. In aooepting the long-term pcopooala there 
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had Imb no comniomiae whatsoever on the fundamentat ideals of the OongrcM*--^ 
fod unity of the country. In negotiations carried oo with 
the Gahuet Mission he had been given the assurance that the independenee of Indio 
was no longer in dispute. 

Bfiiulana Asad in his valedictory spetHsh, said : **We arc on the threshold of 
our freedom. Our freedom is coming not because of iiitcmaUonal changes but b^ 
cause of the revolution that has taken place in our own country resulting in a 
great national awakening. 

**Thc new A. 1. 0. O. whicli has just assembled contains new blood and freah 
minds. 1 am glad to welcome the new members as new blood always gives fresh 
vigour and strength. This meeting of the new A. I. C. C. should have bceu held 
along with the plenary session of the Congress, but owing to abnormal conditions 
we have been unable to hold the annual session Now that a new A. 1. 0. 0. has 
been elected I have decided to hand over the reins of office of the Congress IVeai* 
dent to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to allow the work of the Congress to be carried 
On uointermptedf though the antiiia] sassioii itiu^lf may not be held for some time. 

**When I took charge of the office of Uit* Congress President at the Uamgarh 
Conmas six years ago* we were struggling for our frec<loni. Hut today, when I 
lay down the reins of office, 1 am happy to hml that the qui^stiou is no longer 
one of hghtiug for our freedom, as we are already on the ihrt^hoKl of freeduni* 
but of working out the freedom thai is coming Only one further su>p is rcH|uired 
for us to reach our goal ** 

Maulana Azad then referred to the erittcism that the Working romuiittec had 
not consulted the A. 1. C. C. earlier in connexion with the constiiuttonal negotiations, 
and said that Uic criticism was wrong for the reason that ns SiK>tt as deiuiiW con* 
elusions were reached the Working CotnmiiUH' lost no time in suromoiiiiig the 
A. I. C. C. to get its stamp of approval on the dtfcisioiis taken by the Working 
Committee. 

Maulana Azad urged the Committee to consider tlu^ results of Uie Working 
Committee's negotiations with the I'abiiii^t Mission dispassionaWly and if the 
Working Committee had not discharged its responsibilities in the lust interests of 
the country. 

He then asked Pandit Nehru to rxrcupy tin* chair. 

Faying tribute to Maulana Azad's work Snrdnr Vallahhbhai Patel said : 
**The credit for bringing us to the present position in our struggle for our iiide* 
pcndence goes entirely to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. We aHkiMi the British to 
quit India m 1942. They have now told us that they are ready to quit. We are 
now discussing the ways and meuns of their quitting and how to make it smooth 
and easy. Maulana Azad deserves all praise fur this gn*at achievement." 

Pandit Oomnd Ballabh Pant said tiiat Maulana Azad had piloted the Cou* 
gresB with great dignity, honour and astuteness. 

Panimt NraiRr’8 Bpebcii 

Pandit Nehru said : ‘^Who is there amongst us wlio can follow in Maulana 
Azad's footsteps and carry the burden with the same ability and courage as he 
did ? As for myself, I was for a long time unable to make up my mind whether 
to accept the responsibility of Presidentship now or not. Hut day before yesterday 
I persuaded myself to shoulder the rcB|>oMsibi]ity on tlie advice of Mahatma Candhi 
and also my colleagues on the Working Com mi tun*. 

**We now stand at the door-step of our fref^dom. Only one push is required 
to enable us to reach our cherished goal. In every country great changes are taking 
place. The Presidentship of the Oongress is as hi:avy aiid arduous as any high 
office in the world. It may not be possible for one single individual to beconie the 
iVesldeot of the Congress and carry on his duties eonscientioiisly, but with tho 
help of my colleagues. I feel confident to be able to carry the grtrat burdcft which 
the Maulana Bahcb has put on me. 

“The question before us is not whether wc shoulil ratify or rei«’rt any one 
particular resolution. It is not merely a quiwtion of the merits and flc- merits of 
the proposed Constituent Assembly. It Is the vital question of the freedom of 
India. During the last 25 years millions of people have faithfully follow^ Qw 
Congress in the hope and belief of achieving our national indi*|)ciideiice. Today 
the Ooagress it more powerful than ever belorc, but i must also admit that there 
is much internal weakness in the Congress of todsy. The Cougrtws is a platform 
lor all shades of groups and parties to work tor the common goal of lndia*f 
freedom. 

“We must see that onr internal weaknesses do not come in the wsy ol our 
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main obJectiTei namely, the independenoe of India. We muat eliminate' thcae 
weakneseea, as we are engaged in the moet difficult task of ending Britieh imperi- 
alism in India. In this task we require the complete unity and stoength of the 
people behind us. 

“The British regime in India is beginning to end. The curtain is now 
being rung down. This is a very delicate moment when we should 
muster all our strength and show no weakness. We have, therefore, 
to shake off all symptoms of weakness. We must be prepared to face 
problems as they arise. We can do this only if we are united and strong. In 
India we are todav faced with grave economic problems. We arc faced with a 
famine. In South Africa our honour is assailed. There is rampant racial discri- 
mination minst our nationals. In Ceylon, which is really a part of India, thou^ 
legally ancT constitutionally it may not be so, we are having a difficult situation.^* 

Befcrring to the internal ional situation, Pandit Nehru said : *<The world is 
today being tom asunder. Whatever is happening today has nothing to do with the 
war that is already over. The question is, when will the next war be ? India has 
always stood for the ideal of freedom. We arc against Fascism and Nazism. We 
cannot, therefore, be a willing party to any one country depriving of freedom an- 
other country, big or smmL We shall uphold the ri^t of every country for 
freedom. 

••The Indian National Congress today has attained a position, not only in 
the eyes of our own people but in the j^es of the p^plc of the world. When we 
attain our freedom, which is not far off, and establish friendly relations with other 
countries, we will not only have to consider our own problems but also those of 
other countries, for they will vitally affect us.*' 

The Delhi Resolution 

The Delhi Resolution of the Working Committee reads as follows : ‘*On May 
24 the Working Committee passed a resolution on the statement dated May lo 
issued by the British Cabinet Mission and the Viceroy. In this resolution they 
pointed out some defects in the statement and gave their own interpretation of cer- 
tain parts of it. 

^'Bince then the Committee have been continuously engaged in giving earnest 
oonsideration to the uroposals made on behalf of the British Government in the 
statements of May 16 and June 15 and have considered the correspondence in re- 
gard to them between the Congress President and the members of the Cabinet 
Mission and the Viceroy. 

<'The Committee have examined both these sets of proposals from the point 
of view of the Conip'ess objective of immediate independenre and the opening out 
of the avenues leading to Uie rapid advance of the masses, economically and sooi- 
ally, so that their material standards may be raised and })Overty, malnutrition, 
famine and the lack of the neoessarics of life may be ended, and all the people of 
the country may have the freedom and opportunity to grow and develop according 
to their genius. These proposals fall short of these objectives Yet the Committee 
consider^ them earnestly m all their aspects because of their desire to find some 
way for the jieaceful settlement of India’s problem and the ending of the conflict 
between India and England. 

“The kind of independence Congress has aimed at is the establishment of a 
united democratio Indian Federation, with a Central authority, which would com- 
mand respect from the nations of the world, maximum provincial autonomy, and 
equal rights for all men and women in the country. The limitation of the Central 
authority as contained in the proposals, ns well as the system of grouping of pro- 
vinces, weakened the whole strueturc and was unfair to some provinces such as the 
N« W. F, P. and Assam, and to some of the minorities, notably the bikhs. The 
Committee disapproved of this. They felt, however, that, taking the proposals as 
a whole, there was sufficient scope for enlarging and strengthening the Gcmttal 
authority and for fully ensuring the right of a province to act according to its 
choice in regard to grouping, and to give protection to such minorities as might 
otherwise be placed at a disadvantage. 

**Oertain other objections were also raised on their bclialf, notably the possi- 
bility of non-nationals taking any part in constitution-making. It is clear that it 
woiud be a breach of both the letto and spirit of the statement of May 16 if any 
non-Indian participated in voting or stands for election tu Uie Gonstituent 
Assembly. 

'*In the proposals for an Interim Government contained in the statement of 
June 16 the defects related to matters of vital concern to the Congress. Some of 
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khM bAve been pointed oni in the letter, dated Jane 25, of the Chomaa Pkeaident 
^ OoTorninent mutt have iiower and attthority and 

rapra^bility and sho^d function in fact, if not in law. at a de facto inaepea* 
dent Government leaduig to the lull independence to come. The membcn of 
a Government can only hold tnemaelvea rcspouaible to the ptKiple and not to anv 
external authority. ^ 

“In the formation of a provisional or other Oovemmeut, Congnwemeii can 
never give up the national character of the Oongiccf, or aixcpt an artificial iS^ 
unjust party, or agree to the veto of a communal group. The Committee ate un- 
able to accept the proposals for the formation of an Interim Cioveriiiuent as con- 
tained in the atatement of Jane 16. 


“The Committee have, however, decided that the Cougresa should join the 
proposed Constituent Assembly, with a view to framing the constitution ot a free, 
united and democratic India. 

“While the Committee have agrecil to Coiigrcaa partici|iatioii in the Obusiitueiit 
Assembly, it is in their opinion essimtial that a representative and rcs|)Otisibte 
provisional national Government be formed at the earnest possible date. A oouti- 
uuation of authoritarian and unrcprt'sentaiivt^ Government can only add to the 
suffering of famishing masses and increase ilisconUrnt. It will also put in jeo- 
pardy the work of the Oonsiitucut Assembly, which can only function in a tree 
environment 


“The Working Committee recommend, accordingly, for the purpose of consi- 
dering and ratifying this recomiueudation, an emergency lucctiiig of the A. 1. C, 0 
in Bombay on July 6 and 7." 


Azai» ExrtAiXB Pkoi\>sai4S 

Commending the resolution to the House for its acceptanc<% ifits/ufto Arad 
said : “The way the discussion on the Working Oommitt<.r‘s resolution has been 
going on in the country makes me fcc>l that Uic people seem to have, forgotten the 
question the Working Oommitt4}c was facc^d with The (kimmittee had either to 
accept or reject certain proposals place<l Indore it. It had to be guided by what 
the Congress had beem aemanditig all these years. The Congress had cleitiaiided 
that India must have the right to c%alk out her own future and frame her own 
constitution. For many years the British Government were not prepariri to accfpt 
this demand of the Congress to allow Indians to frame their own ooiistitutioii, But 
circumstances had now forced the British Goveriiinent to agree to India's fuutia- 
mental demand of summoning a Constitueiit Assembly for the purpose of framing 
a constitution for a free and independent India. 

“The Cabinet Mission's proix>sai contained in the Btate J'a|>er issued on May 
16. gave us this right to summon a Constituent Assembly to frame our own cons- 
titution. This is what we have been demanding all these years. What will be our 
poaitiou if we refuse that offer ? If wc refused the offer, then there would be no 
meaning to our demands. The things that we have asking f(»r yran has bii^u 
accepted and we have now to work our uwu way. Therefore, the Coniiiiiitee had 
no choice. It had to accept the offer so lung as the Ck>mmilU« felt convinced that 
it would lead the country to the end the Congress had before it. 

“Ihe plan envisaged by the Cabinet Mission in their White Taper of May 10, 
consists of two aspects, political and communal. As far as the political amplica- 
tions of the proposals are concerned, the proiKwuls make it clear that the Consti- 
tuent Assembly will have the fullest rights to frame a constitution for a free and 
independent India and such a constitution will be accepted by the British Goverii- 
metit. We have been given the freedom to decide wbe^ther we wish to remain within 
the British Empire or be completely iudciKndetit. It is for us to ditrtde this vital 
question and the British Government does not wish to dictate to us in this rcs|iect 
aa they have hitherto been doing. 

“in my first interview with the Cabinet Mission, I made it absolutely <dear 
to the dehgatioii that the Constituent Assembly we wished to summon should have 
unfettered fret^om to fnmc a constitution for a free arul iij<le|)ciideiJt India. The 
Bntish Govern meat haa accepted this demand and has made it clear that the 
freedom of India is not under question and it has liecii grantod without any ques- 
tion. When then should we raise doubts in the face of such unequivocal dectanr 
tioua by the Britiah Government ? . ^ j 

“The Cabinet Mioaion'a propoeala also have once and fur ail time cleared all 
doubts about the question of the division of India. These prO|KNiali have mads 
it ekac beyond a ahadow of doubt that India shall remain an undivided tingle 
unit vrltli a ationg G^tiwl Government composed of tbe federating units. 
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*^Ottr main demands hating thus bemi accepted by the Oabinet liission, yon 
will agree the Working Committee had to accept the proposals after pointing oat 
the defects in them. This is what the Working Committee has done by its resola- 
tion of Jane 96. My answer to those critics who cay that we should not hate 
accepted this propOMd is that if we reject^ this proposal now, it ma^ not be 
possible at a later date in the future to secure a proposal acceptable to us. 

^ '*For some time now .the Congress had been convinced that a completdiy 
anitai^ form of Central Government was unsuited for India as it is impracticable. 
The Congress had also felt convinced that a division of India as demanded by the 
Muslim League would prove disastrous to the country. The Congress had there- 
tote, decided to pursue a middle course. That is the reason the Congress recom- 
mended a federal form at the Centre, with maximum autonomy to the federating 
units including residuary poVers. This helps to keep India undivided, at the same 
time ensuring utmost autonomy to the units to develop themselves individually and 
freely to the maximum extent. 

**Wc placed this proposal before the Cabinet Mission which accepted this pro- 
posal in principle and produced a scheme with a united Centre with limited 
powers such as controlling defence, foreign alfairB and communications and finance 
to the extent needed to maintain the stability of the Union Centre. The Consti- 
tuent Assembly could now find ways and means of strengthening the Union Centre 
by conceding to the Centre sufficient powers to levy enough finances to support it- 
smf and maintain an efficient defence force to protect the country from external 
aggression and internal turmoil. 

**The only new feature of the Cabinet Miseion*s proposals to which the Con- 
gress had not agreed fully was the one relating to grouping. The Working Com- 
mittee has, therefore, made it clear that there should be no compulsion in the 
matter of grouping. The provinces should be free to decide whether they wish to 
join a particular group or not. We are confident that the interpretation we have 
put on the grouping clause is the correct interpretation. 

**The Congress Working Committee has made it clear that it cannot agree 
to the Europeans of Bengal and Assam participating in the framing of the Consti- 
tution either by being members of the Constituent Assembly or participating in 
the elections to the Constituent Assembly by voting. If the Europeans eventually 
decide to exercise their so called right of voting in the elections to the Constituent 
Assembly, then the Congress will have to reconsider its decision.*' 

Maulana Aisad welcomed the decision of Bengal Europeans not to exercise 
their right of vote and hoped that Assam Europeans would do likewise. 

Sardar Patel's Speech 

Sardar Patels seconding the resolution, said that the resolution' covered two 
statements by the Cabinet Mission and the Viceroy of May 16 and June 16. The 
Working Committee had accepted the Mission's proposals contained in their state- 
ment ot May 10, but rejected the Interim Government proposal contained in their 
statement of June 16. 

Making it clear that the resolution moved by Maulana Azad could not be 
.amended in any manner, Sardar Patel said : "We place this resolution before the 
House for ratification. Either you accept it or reject it in toto. 

^*Four parties, the Cabinet Mission, the Congress, the Muslim League and the 
Indian IMuces have accepted the constitutional plan envisaged in the Btate Paper 
issued by the Cabinet Mission on Mav 16. All vital details connected with the 
negotiations have been fully published. You are aware the Muslim League first 
accepted the May 16 statement of the Cabinet Mission. We deferred our decision 
unUi the full picture was available to us, namely, of the Constituent Assembly and 
the Interim Government. The Interim Government plan was published in the 
statement of the Cabinet Mission and the Viceroy on June 16. We decided to re- 
kot this proposal as it did not accord with our ^demands. We however, decided 
to accept the Constituent Assembly scheme contained in the statement of May 
16. We have made it clear to the Cabinet Mission that the proposed Constituent 
Assembly will not prove a success if a responsible representative Provisional Gov- 
ernment at the Centre is not established soon. They have made it clear that the 
Caretaker Government will be there only for a few days." 

‘^Consistent with the existing oircumstances we have secured the widest fran- 
chise possible for the election to the Constituent Assembly. The most dangerous 
proposal in the Constituent Assembly scheme ia the one relating to grouping. Our 
interpretatiou of the .relevant para^ph in the State Paper is that the pxovineda 
htu me to decide at the initial atage wnether they wish to join a partioalar gioap 
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^ have been pleeed* No proTince een be conpdied to loin mnv sioiip 

agnfttil its own wishes. ^ ^ i' 

*^he dtfficuUv sl^ut Enxop^s psrticipsiint; in the roting to the Ocinstitoent 
Assembly election hss been prsotioally overoume. We have ihua aceured a Oonstil- 
went Assembly almost on the lines wo have dcmandini all these years, h^urther 
more* under the proposed scheme, the transfer of power from British to Indian 
hands will be smooth and peaoelui. It is therefore our conviction that we abould 
take advantage of the scheme sod not plunge the country in s struggle. 

"At the very commencement of our negotiations with the Cahmet Mission we 
msde it elesr to them that we could talk to them only on the basis of a freit and 
independent India. The British Mission sec*epted tills and made it clear iliat their 
SGceptsnce of our demand was without any reservation. In the face of such 
assurance it is difficult for us not to believe them. 

'^Wh have also made sure that there shall be one undivided India with one 
Central Government. W*hat the shape of that iNmtral Government will be, is a 
matter for the Constituent Assembly to ibvide. The Mtisliin League aeea the 
germs of Pakistan in the scheme. We a united India. It is for tlie Constitu- 
ent Assembly to decide who is right.** 

Kcfcrring to the **great in justice done to the great t^ikh com mint ity** in the 
Cabinet Mi8sion*8 proposals, he said that the Mkhs had not coiiHultcil before 
they **wcro thrown, bound hand and foot*' into the B group. The siieakcr could 
not sec any reason why the iSikhs were not given the same aafrguants and com- 
munal veto as had been given to the Muslims, he was ojtposcil to all vetoiMi but 
once such a veto had been given to the Muslints he could not see the reason why 
it was refused in the ease of the btkhs. 

Referring to the Indian Htates. Sardar Patel weleoroi^d the Mission's statement 
saying that once India was indejiendent there would be no further paramountoy. 
The Oabiiiet Mission's statement had made it clear that in future the Hiatiti* rulers 
would have to look more and more to their own aub)e«ts rather than to ihe Para- 
mount Power, if they arc to progress. Th** qiu^iion of rej>reiumtation in the Cons- 
tituent Assembly of states people had not Iummi decided, but he ho|H<d that the 
Indian l^rinces would proviue adinjualc representtitiun for their |H;ople in the. 
Constituent Asssmbly. 

The House at tnis stage adjourned for tea. 

AWKNOMlilNTH Hirt.KO OUT 

On resumption. Pamlit Arhru read out a niimbrr of umeridments given no>iee 
of by members. He said all of them were irreh vaiii him! riibd them out of order. 
Me then called ii|K>n those who hud sought to move a mend men Is to spenk on the 
resolution. . 

Mr. Arnnar Harwani, who wanU'd to move an amendment S4vkiiig total rejec- 
tion. started the debate by attHcking the VVorking Com mi tube's decision, ('ailing 
upon the A, 1. C. C. to reprt the Briti-h tioveriinient's proposal, Mr. llarwaiit said 
that the Constituent Assembly envisaged in the British plan was not going to lx- on 
the basis of adult franchise but on n'strictcd fraiieliise bascHl on separate electo- 
ratca. t^uch a Constituent Assembly could not bring the fn^dom for which the 
Congress had been fighting during the last Jtb years. H the proposals were ace><*|>- 
ted, the Congress would be playing into the hands of British imjH'rialism. The 
proposed (Constituent Asserooly was a far cry from the **do or die" slogan of jOtJ. 

Mr. Jaiprakash Narainj Leader of the Congress hoidalist Party, led tha 
wing opposition to the Oingress Working Coiiiniittee's decision. Opjiosing the rt- 
solution, he said that the proposed Constituent Assembly which was being brought 
into existence by the British in India was not going to bring the Kwaraj fur the 
people of India for which the Congresa had been hghtiug all these years. 

The * Quit India" movement of 1043 had l>ecii launched to rid India of 
British imperial power, but that struggle did not achieve its end though it nihia- 
•ed now forces which had taken the country far towards its goal. The ctiicstion 
today before the country was not whether to accept the so-called (.'onsttiueot 
Assembly scheme sponsored by British irojierialism but how to utilise the new force 
Arbj? British out of India. , , ^ , 

The British Cabinet Miaaion, be said, had not come to deliver fmHlom to In- 
dia but to play the mediator between the Congress and the Muslim Ijcague, Tbe 
fotUah bad created the ao-called differencea and they were still trying to exploit 
them. Tbe Muslim League may have a large following among Muslims of India 
today but the League was still tbe ally and friend of the British. The Cabtoet 
Mlmion was asking the Congress to swallow iu principlca and comptomise with 
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the Leigoa whoaa leader in 1048 declared that the **QaU India** moTement wae 
not agalnat the Britiih bat minet the Maclima to perp^aate Hindu dominatum. 
How eoald the Conicreoa aettle with aoeh a leader ? 

**I feel oooftdent the Ooogreaa can break the Leagne’e hold on the Moilima by 
iti goioa direct to the Ifualim maeeee. leetced of makiag this direct approaeh, we 
are trying to negotiate with the leaders of the Lesgne whom we know to be the 
friends of onr enemies. I an glad the Working Cominittee has torned down the 
propossl for the Interim Qoferoment. 

I feel that the aceeptanoe of the Ooostitnent Assembly scheme also !ore«shadows 
danger. The Oonslituent assembly proposed by the British is far from oar original 
idea which was given to us by Pandit Nehra. This Oonstitaent Assembly Is the 
creation of the British and it can never bring us the freedom that we have been 
Aghting for. Whenever a dinerence of opinion arises between the Congress and the 
League In the Constituent Assembly, and differences are bound to arise, then we 
have to go to the British Government for a solution. And do you think we can 
expect fairplay from the British in such a situation 7 If on the contrary the Cons* 
titnent Assembly is the outcome of the strength of the people we can solve all oar 
difficulties by an appeal to our people. 

I am aware that all these and other defects must have been considered by the 
Working Committee before It oame to tbs finsl decision it has. But I see no reason 
why be should accept eneh a defective proposal, knowing the pitfalls in advance and 
also knowing our own real strength. Any Constituent Assembly can succeed only 
If It works In a free atmosphere and there can be no free atmosphere in India so long 
as British power remains and British troops continue to be stationed in India. 

Iba only thing we can do is to tell the British Government that we do not 
want such a restricted and curbed Constituent Assembly. We shaU weaken our- 
selves if we accept the British Oovernment*s proposals. The aceeptanoe of office in 
the provinces has weakened ns considerably, if we accept these proposals we shall 
farther weaken ourselves. 

The coarse of negotiations adopted by the Working Committee in my opinion 
has not led us to our goal. Why then should we not abandon such negotiations 
and prepare for another struggle 7 There is only one way open to us and that Is 
to strengthen the Congress organization and when we are sure of our own inherent 
strength start a fight with the British Government, compel them to quit India and 
make them anderstand that they have to transfer poner and that can be done only 
by negotiating with the Congress. 

H wish to make it clear that I am not opposing the Working Committee's 
decision merely to discredit the Working Committee, but I honestly feel that the 
decision of the Working Committee is wrong and therefore it should not be appro* 
ved. The AICO has a chance of righting that mistake and the opportunity abould 
not be missed.” 

Swami Sahaianand Saraawati from Bihar, opposed the Working Committee's 
resolution and endorsed every word of what Mr. Jaiprakasb NaraJn bad said against 
the Working Committee's decieion. In his opinion the Constitnent Assembly 
would be a powerless instrament as it had already been restricted, curbed and bound 
hand and foot. In fact it was a carcase. The speaker doubted if an Interim 
Oofernment would be formed after the Constituent Assembly came into bel^. The 
attempt of the British Government was to mske the world feel that the Congress 
was a Hindu b^dy and that the Muslim League alone represents all the Masllma 
ol IndVa. CtoupXuvk ol ptovVuosi \u h\a ou\ii\on amounVsd to \ay\ng. the loundatton*itona 
ol TaV\%tin. CtonpXua out ag.%u%t v\\n\% ol a united India, ThnOonfcma should 
make the Brltlab Government realize that aneh hoteh-uoich propoaala could not 
aueeeed and that they shoold negotiate for a aetUament with the Oongresa aa that 
was the only body wbioh represented the masses of India. 

The speaker predicted that at the very initial stage the Oonetitnent Assembly 
wonid be faced with a deadlock and Uie British Government would be requested 
to ipterveoe, 

Mr. N. JT. 8idhwa, from Sind, was the first member to support the Ooogress 
High Command's resolution, Ha said that there might be some lustifieation In 
the erltioism that the Congress had not got all that it wanted, but they had to 
eonaider that in all negoUationa then would have to be give and take. 

Mr. Mumhi Ahmeduddim (Punjab), opposiag the resolution aald the Oonatitu- 
ent Assembly hid been eoostituted in suda a way that it would not be able to 
frame a damoocatle and fret eonatitution lor India. "How eaa the OongeeM, which 
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srtfiu'sX'SffssiJP 1 «. ita. 

St did not donbt the tiooerity of purpott of tbt 
tonliOQt. bnt ht wtt ooeptlotl of tbt rttultn. I'te tpetker 
tieiptllDg in tbt Ooottitaent Atttmbly« tbt Ooogrttt wonli 
ttotOKlb which it htd ttktn yttrt to bnild up. 

afr. MahMr Thwagi (U.P.) ■upporttd the .retolntion. Ht ttid tht Working 
Oominitttt eontitttd of grttt politiotl miiidt tod tht mtmbtrt know the rttl nttot 
of tht ptoplt. Tht Oommittte htd oootldtrtd the pros tnd toot of tht tootpUntt 
of tbt Briuth propottit btfort eomiog to fintl oonelutiont. 

Boo Saheb Patwardhan (Ahmtd^Dtgtr), oppotioK l^t rttoluiion, ttid tht Brl- 
tiih diplomttt htd hoodwinktd tht Worldiift Oommitttt. 

Prof. Ranga (Andhru), cupp^rtin); tht rttolutioa. oongrtinltttd tht Working 
Oommitttt oo tht grttt ttttttmtQiihip they htd dttpltytd. **rht Britith htvt now 
toetpted Mr. QtndhPe tiogtn of ‘quit Indit* tnd trt tetutUy prtptring to gult. 
Tht Britith Qoftrnmtat, which till recto tly refoctd to girt up ptrtmountoy ovtr 
Inditn Sttte4. htve been forced publicly to decltre thtt ptrtmonntoy hot to go tnd 
the Indian Prineta htft to make up with Inditn natioiitlitm tnd Inditn pntriott. 
Mr. Jin nth htd naked for Pakiatan tnd Britiah imperialiam htd tlwtyt tnpporttd 
him. But todty Britiah attteamen htve atid that Pakiatau ia tn unttnablt propo* 
aition. Oo thtat great triumpha we ahould be tbit to put up t rtatiatio atruoturt 
for the freedom of India. 

Tht Congreaa hta not abandoned t tingle one of ita prtneiplta. Tht Oongrtta 
hta made it perfeetlv clear that it ia entering the Oouatitneni Aatembly with ita 
own interpretation of the grouping cltuae. If the Aatembly fatla the Oongraaa High 
Oommand will give the lead to the country to atari anoihar atrugglt. Then will do 
time for all of ua to do our duty. 

The Committee at thia atage adjourned for the day. 


Working Oommiltii*# in* 
waa afraid that by par* 
1 bt frittering away the 


Second Dgy*-Bombay— 7th. July 1946 

Mahatma Qtndht*a Speech 

Mahatma Gandhi addressed the A ICC to*day for an hour. In an impaaaioned epetoh 
he called upon Congreaamen to give a fair and full trial to the Oooatitutnt Aeeembly 
aclieme and make the beet out of it. Me had no doubt that if the taak waa properly 
approached they could produce a ^awadeaht conatitntion for India.* 

8omt people talked of the Britiah deceiving the people of India and the Con* 
great. Uti aa a true aatyagrahi, did not believe that anyone, not even tbt Britiah» 
could deceive true aatyagrabia. 

M. Gandhi aaid that he bad no right to apeak at the AICC« for he wae not 
even a four-anna member of the Oongreaty but he bad been invited to apeak by the 
Working Committee and with their permiaaion be would like to apeak on two 
important eubieeta, firat, on the reaolutton moved by Manlana Asad, leaking ratifi- 
eation of the Working Oommiitee’a resolution ind secondly, on the reaolulion on 
the satyagraha movement in Bouth Africa. 

M. Gandhi said : **I have not yet come acroas a alDgle man who eau give 
perfect expression to all bis ideas pasting through hit mind. It is, therefore, neoea- 
aary for one to think before he apeaka, but on this oeoasion I have had no time 
to think abont the apeecb I abonld make, but In aplte of thia defect I have agreed 
to apeak. 

\ hava read many thlnga in the newapapert about the recent Delhi negotia- 
* Uona. My advice to you ia not to take tbeae reporta aa goapel truth. Newapapar 
’ reporta have very often been highly coloured. I do not, therefore, think that you 
will loae much if you did not read theae reporu. ^ _ 

I aaid In one of my apeeehea at Delhi that 1 eaw darknaaa all aronod m^ I 
•told the Working Committee that aa I oouid not see light 1 could not adviaa them, 
f At the ejuae time I made it clear to the Working Committee that 1 waa not prej^ 
«rod to advise them to throw out or reject the British legation's prepoaain te 
*aammoiilag n Oonatitumit Aaaembly. I naked the Working Commit^ to use 
. fadgaaont and eosM to thair own cooeloalona. Tboogk I could n^ eea Int 
fl. mind, Invouxed noeeplanee of the propoeaj biU ndvIaiM 

the Working Oommiiten to come to their own deeieion Independently of whet I Ml 
or anid. 

liy Mlny la dark aa it wna in Delhi. TheMore, 1 wilt . gite }ht, mim 
•dvion to BJ. Jalprakaali Nnmia. I want you to aeeept or vtAaet thia fcaalutlQD aol 
18 
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baoBOM 1 Bik joa to Booept it or 6}. jBiprBkBah NBrBin Bsks yoa to rfiaet it or 
tfaa Working Oommtttea wanta you to aceaptit, but after giving full and careful 
thought to the propoaition youraalvaa, 1 want you to exerciac your own iudgmcot 
and coma to a final deciaion on your own. 

The propoaed Conatiluant Aaaambly, I know, ia not a free Aaaembly. Thera 
are many defaeta in the achaioa, but aince we have been fighting for the 
laat ao many yaara, why ahould we be afraid of the defecta in the Conatituent 
Aaaambty aobame. Wa can fight the Conatituent Aaaembly itself if we find the 
dafaota are unramadiabla. 

Aa true aatyagrabia and fighters, we have no right to be afraid of any hard- 
ahipa or difiScultiaa in our way. i waa. therefore, aurpriaed when I beard Bj. 
Jaiprakaah Narain aayiug yesterday that it ia dangeroua and useless to go into the 
Oonatitueot Aaaembly. Buppoaiug wa go into the Constituent Assembly and loae, 
why ahould wa be afraid ? A true aatyagrahi never thinks in terms of losing. No 
one can defeat him. He can never be deceived or cheated by anyone. 

^^Aa aatyagrabia we have no right to say that the British are dishonest. Bow 
can we aay that ? There are good and bad people in all countries. We quarrelled 
among ouraelvea in the paat and therefore, the British who came as traders to tbia 
country eatabliahed themselvca aa our rulers. We have been fighting them aa our 
rulers, nat because the British people are diahoneat or bad, but because they have 
no right to rule over us. They have now told ua that they are ready to quit. Our 
task now ia to see how their quitting can be amootb and peaceful.*' 

1942 Btrdgglb 

M. Gandhi referred to the 1942 atruggie and said that many thinga which did 
not form part of the Coogreae programme, aueb as underground activities, cutting 
of telegrsph wires and removal of rails, happened. In doing these things the people 
ihowed great courage and bravery, but in nis opinioir this was a wrong way of 
•hoiring bravery. 

Theae thinga are not going to carry us any nearer our goal. If non violence 
it abatidoiied, it will not take us any farther on our road to freedom. We have had 
violent revolutionary sctivitiee in the past, but they have not carried us any 
farther on our road. True non-violence alone can take us to our goal. 

I agree there has been a great awakening in tiiia country, but I am, as a true 
aatyagrahi, anxious to prevent such awakening risulting in derailment of traine 
and other forms of violence. 1 am anxious to utilixe all the new awakening to 
speed our march to freedom. The time for rest and eane has not yet come. We 
have Btill to go through dilficultiee and put up with discomfortH, 1 am sure we 
are etill capable of going through difiiculties and therefore, I do not see any reason 
why we should be afraid of going into the Conatituent Assembly. 

Plea fob Acceptance 

1 know that there are many defects in the Constituent Assembly scheme, but 
then it ia in your power to improve it or to bury it. The Oonsiiiueiit Assembly 
•oheme looks like iron ore. We can convert it into pure gold by our own efibrta. 
Whatever loopholes theie are can be remedied. My advice to you is to accept the 
■oheme even in epite of ita defects, for as satyagrabis, we have no reason to be afraid 
of anything. 1 feel that the scheme is capable of improvement and therefore, my 
urge is in favour of ita acceptance. 

We have asked the British to quit India. This does not mean that we wish 
to ill-treat them. We want the British to quit honourably and smoothly. The 
Constituent Assembly proposal is to enable ua to make the British quit India. I 
therefore, feel that we should accept the Conetituent Assembly scheme in apite of ita 
defects, as wc are competent to remedy the defects. 1 know it is a BriiiMh -sponsored 
achame, hut have not the British openly etated that they have done this with an 
open mind and without any reservation to enable Indiana to frame their owa 
constitution for n free end independent India ? 

Booth apbioa 

Oontinuing M. Gandhi referred to the draft resolution on the satyagraha move- 
ment now being carried on by Indiana in South Africa. He said that Indiana 
in South Africa are being ill-treated not beoauae they are nut whites but because 
they are considered ne cooliee. Indians in South Africa speak English and many 
of them are professionale, like doctors and lawyers. In spite of all this, the South 
African whitee look upon them as oooliea and call them ae such. The Indiana, of 
couraa, are in a minority and yet they are putting up a brave fight. They have 
BO eworde or guns but they are determined to resist the anti-Indian lawn by soul 
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lotMb wUeh to the only forw wmltobto to utytKnhto. DoiImui oirw Ui pmmi 
prM|Mrity to Uie IndiMt. fha Hijntii Afrieaa irtiitMiMTa aar^ to glfO tha 
Induuit votes thoufsh not m equals but m mferiort. 

Tbe white emitettioo io doath Afriea could not be kept life by taeh adenOo 
Mehetae Gendbi wondered bow e breve man like Fid Smuta, who had paiaed Indlaae 
•o aiieh in the pasty could be iostrumentsl in taking steps to deprive Indians of 
their elementary rights. 

When the debate on tbs resolniion regarding the Constituent Aesembly wm 
resumed today, the first speaker was Mr. S. C. Mura (Bihar), who opposing the 
resolution, aid that the Group constitutions provided in the Stete Paper would 
hinder the natural growth and progress of India. The Muslim League would do 
Its utmost to see that Gronp constitutions were atablisbedf however much individual 
provinces might raiit such an attempt. In the H and 0 Groups it would be the 
Muslim League which would have a majortty and the provinces compulsorily 
brought into these Groups would have no opportunity of making their voice hard. 
Asosm. for instance, would be the worst sufferer, it migut so happen that it 
would not be possible for any Congress Ministry to come into power in future in 
Assam, once the Group constitution was drawn up. 

Mr. Tarapada Lahiri, opposiug the resolution, said that the decision of the 
Congress Working Oommtitee, instead of advancing the cause of the country’s 
progress, had put the hands of the clock back. In nis opinion, the Working Com* 
mittee's decision to socept psrt of the Cabtoet Mission's proposals and reieot Uis 
other part was bad. So progress, he ssid, could be made without a Provisions! 
Government, adding that the Working Committee themaelves had admitted this fast. 

Mr. Jagatnarain Lai, from Bihar, supported the resolutiou subject to the Con* 
gress slicking to its interpretation of the clause relating to grouping and opposing 
psrity of any kind or form in the Provtaional interim Government. 

Mr. Ackyul Fatwardhan, from Ahmeduagar, and a Socialist lesder, opposed ths 
resolution. Me. Attlee iiad said, he declared, that the temperature of 19iU or even 
1942 was not that of 1946. 

"1 want to know where these sentiments are reflected in the Cabinet Miseion'e 
proposals. In my view there have been no great advance in the propoaats whi h ws 
are called upon to accept from the Cripps proposals which we firmly rejected. Have 
we at least been able to remedy the defects in the Cripps proposals ?** 

Referring to grouping Mr. Patwardhan asked how the Congress, once having 
agreed to enter the Coiistitueat Assembly, could say that it did not wish to parti* 
cipate in grouping. The Congress Working Committee had said that they had so- 
cepted the clause relating to grouping with their own interpretation. Mr. Jtonah 
had his own mterpretstiou wtiich was opposed to the interpretation of the Congress. 
The correspondence published so far does not contain any evidence of the Cabinet 
Uelegation accepting the Congress interpretation of the grouping clause. On the 
contrary, the Oabiuet Mission had made it clear that the Congress interpretation of 
the clause was not in accord with the intentions of the Cabinet Mission. 


Dealing with the proposed Cniou Government suggested in the long-term plen 
of the Cabinet Mission. Mr. Patwardhsu said that the subjects sllotted to the Centre 
clearly left out fiuauces and ecoiiointc policy. No Government could be strong un- 
less ii had power over the purse and could co-ordiuate and direct the ecouomio 
policy of the whole country. 

Mr. Patwardhan made it clear that his opposition to the grouping clause wee 
not because it helped the Muslim League, but because behind the grouping proposal 
was the Clive Street European capitalist. Clive Street interests bad exploited the 
country all these years and under the new proposal also they would continue their 
exploitation. 

"The Britieh.** he declared, ue thet they ere ready to quit, but they have 
not told us that the vested interests they have created in this country during the 
last 150 years will also quit. 

'’Once we enter the Constituent Assembly, I am sure we will be engrossed 
io quarrel after quarrel and we shall not be able to do any real work. The Brittsh 
■eheme has made sure that there are sufficient seeds of in tern si quarrels. He appea- 
led to the House to reject the reeoluttoo. 

Mr. Fakir Khan Sarhadi, from the North West Frontier: Province, supporting 
the reeoltttioa, said that people of hie province were opposed to the oompuleocy 
grouping clause in the proposals. 

** We do oot want any thing to happen against our own wishes", he said, ''Soma had 
•oggested we ehoold reject the propoeale. If we did this, we would he playing Into 
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tiM luiadt of oar oataiiof. The Bciliali voold inmoduitelj oUrf a eaapoigo oaylof 
that in opita of tho olTdrt modt by tha Oabinat IlUaion to *aamaibn a Uoaatltaaai 
Aaaamblf» tha Ooograit hod r^aetad tUo aehama and ihareforo. It woa impoaalblo to 
daal with tha Ooaaraaa. Tha baat thiius la to go into tba Ck^ostitaant Aaoemblj and 
oao how wa oon ndfanoa onr ennaa. If wo do not like what happona, than wo eon 
brook with tho Oonatituant Aaaombly and that damonitrato to tho world that BriOoh 
intonBona wora not honaot. Wo aro atrong and wa can ororcomo any diflkalttao in 
onr way«** 

Sr§§mati Bamdulari D§vi oppoaad tha raaolntion. 8ha aoid that tha Workbg 
Ckimmittoo know all tho dafoota in tba long-term propooal of tha Oabinat Miaaion. 
Withont roBOTing thaoa dafaota, tha Oommittoa hod aeoeptad tha propoaal« She woo 
glnd to nota that tha Oommittoa had rajaotad tba interim Qo?ernmaut plan. It woo 
foOUoh to dopand npon tha honaot intentiona of tha BritUb Oovarnmant. Thay had 
dooolvad India in tha paat many timao and thay would do ao again. 8ha woa aato* 
nloM how the Working Oommittoa took on itoalf the reaponaibility of ooeopting 
propooala without couaulting tho All-India Congroaa Committee. 

lira druna Agaf AU, oppoaing tha raaoiutton. aaid that tha policy of the Wor- 
king Oommittao oiiioa tha raleoaa of ita mambora had bean out of tuna with tho 
apint of tho **Qttit India'* roaolution. Britiah power could only be overcome by a 
phyaloal atruggle and not by parley a and nagotiationa. Power to the people muat 
oomo through their own atruggle. if a referendum waa taken today, people would 
foaont the praoant policy of tha Oongraaa High Command aa it waa one of eo-opa- 
ratlon with tha Britiah. Congraaa acceptance of the Couetitueut Aaaombly achame 
waa n triumph for Britiah poat-war political plana. 

Addroaaing Mahatma Gandhi, the apaaker aaid : "We have liatened to you and 
obeyhd vou ml thaae yaara. You muat now liaten to ua and it ia your duty to 
obey ua.*'^ 

Mr. N, V. Oadgil of Poona, auppqrting the reaolution, aaid tha Working Com- 
mlttao had not compromiaed on any principle. The Working Committee, be decla- 
red, had auccaedod lor the firat time in getting Mr. Jinnab'a two-nation theory 
knocked on the head. Home oritica aaw the germa of Pakiatau in grouping but the 
apaakwr aaw tha germa of a very atrong Central Government in the propoaal. If 
toay had to wait for a Oonatituant Aaaembly elected on an adult francbiae baaia, 
tlm would have to wait for yeara. Meanwhile, the country would continue to 
ittilar. 

Mr. Pur8hotamda$ Tandon, United Provinces, supporting the resolution, said 
that in spite of the dafaota pointed out by various speakers in the Constituent 
Aaaemhty soheme, the Congress bad to go into the Constituent Assembly and from 
within make it a sovereign body. There was no need for the Congresa to be afraid. 
The OODgreee hod ita inherent strength and no one could preveut it from achieving 
ite object. Home people had objected to the Congress entering into negotistione with 
the British Government, in his opinion, there was room for both negotiations and 
revolution— they could go together. The two bad to be blended together 
harmoniously. 

The closure was applied at this stage, although the President said he hod the 
namee of 16 more speakers on the list. The closure was carried by an overwhelm- 
ing majority and Maulana Abul Kalam Azsd, the mover of the resolution, replied 
to the debate. 

Maulana Azad Kbplies 

Maulana Azad dealt with the various oriticisms made against the resolution 
by those who opposed it. He said many of the Opposition speakers had stated that 
tbe BriUtb Government were reeponoible for sponsoring the Coiiatitueut Asaembly. 
That woa ntierly wrong. 

'‘No one can say," declared the Maulana, "that the British Government sent 
the Oabinat Miaaion to India to offer ua the Constituent Assembly as a free gift. 
Wo have eecured the Constituent Assembly os a result of our struggle and sacrifieea 
during the poat poet 00 yeort. The final e^ruggle that was launched by Mr. Gandhi 
in lb£l did, of oourie, hasten the pace of our freedom movement. 

**Tha Britiah people and their Labour Government have realised that we, the 
people of India, ore determined to have our freedom, and nothing on earth con 
prevent ue from oohieving onr goal. The British Government had, tberefoie, to 
moke up their mind whether they ohould tranafer power peacefully and quit, or 
allow ue to take it foroefnily. They have chosen the wiser ooune. 

**I am unable to agree with thooe who oey that by going into the Constituent 
^Nimbly we aboil be weekening the Congreee tugoniiation. Why ohould nayone 
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Mak Ihat by KOiag into ^n OonttitiiMit Atmaibly we ebnll wenken onioeleiit 
Wiintew diffleulttee may eUnd in jjnr wny, we will ofmome tkea an we eve de* 
teraiined to reach onr anal goal. We will not In any event eecriaoe any it onr 
fnndaMaUl prinotplea. If nnfortanately any Inauperable diatonltice eiop np In 
diieet eonaiet with our landanental prlneiplea, we ahall not bmltale to ull the 
Oonalitaent Aaaembly. 

**(^poaition ifieakera have eihibited a fear oomplez-^a vagnc fear of the un* 
known* I nek if there ia any problem which haa no ditaoultiea Inherent In it* It 
la no nae approaching any problem with fear oomples. If we do thia, we ahall not 
be able to achieve anything at all. 

*«ln the propoaed Oonatituent Aaaembly, the Oongreae will have a dehnite ma* 
iority and in apite of tbia, we have feara aa to how we are going to aettle the fate 
of the country. We have won our atruggle for freedom through aheer aaorificee 
and aufferliig. and 1 will a«k you now not to falter and fritter away the frulta of 
vietory by adopting a gloomy outlook and fear complex. 

**8tateamaDahip demanda that we ahould be practieal In our approach to pro* 
blema. We muat utiliee opportunitiea, aa they praaent themaelvea, to further our 
own enda. Sometimea the circumatanoea may be aueh that we may have to decide 
on a atruggle. At other timea it may be that the door to our goal can be opened 
through uegotiationa, and in each a eitoation it ia our duty to enter into nago* 
tiationa ana enter through the doorway that ia open. 

*'Tbe Congreaa haa never departed from ita fundamental principle of direet 
action. Wa have alwaya a worn by it. Wa made It clear to the Britiab Government 
even before the Cabinet Miaaion waa aeot to India that they should either give ua 
our freedom or face a atruggle. We were then told that wa were induigiug In 
threat!. We made it clear that it waa wrong of the Britiab Government to regard 
it aa a mere threat. Against this background we atarted the Delhi negotiationa. 

**It baa been argued that the Central Government will not be a strong one 
uiileaa it baa within ita fold economic relations and finance. Thaae queaiioue will 
be aeltied by the Conatituent Assembly. 1 do agree that the Central Government 
ean never be efifective unleaa it haa the means to support itaelf. The Congreaa will 
never tolerate a weak Centre. 

want to make it clear that those who say that the Constituent Assembly 
is a trap are making a great mistake. There is no question of the Constituent 
Assembly being a trap. We asked for a Constituent Assembly to frame a constit- 
ution for a free and independent India, and the Cabinet Mission agreed to our 
demand. How then can anyone call it a trap 1 

'*1 want to emphasize that by accepting the Constituent Assembly proposal* 
we shall lay at rest one of the; loijge.m standing communal problems. Tnc Mus- 
lim League has betm demanding all these years the division of India 
into Hindustan and rukistuii and two separate cousiitu lions. Both 
thcae things have been abandoned by the Muslim L<?ague by ita 
acceptance of the Cabinet Mission's pro{)Osals of May 16. The result of these pro- 
posals is that there shall be one UnitiHi India and one Constituent Assembly with 
one Central Goyeriiment. 1 ask it this is not a great ‘achitvement. If you reject 
the Constituent Assembly ss the 0])poHition want you to do, 1 ask if we ahall not 
be adding to our problems and quarrels. Victory has come into our hands and 
please, do not turn it into a defeat (Cheers). The door to the Constituent Assero- 
Dly is open to enable us to draw up our own constitution. Please enter it and 
complete our task of framing our constitution. 

The resolution was then put tu the vote. Two hundred and four members 
voted in favour of it, while ol members voted against it and it was declared car- 
ried amidst applause. 

Resolution on South Atkioa 

Mrs. Sarojini Naidu then moved the resolution on South Africa. She said 
that she had Just r^eived a telegram stating that Mr. Soisbjee Kustomjec had 
been sentenced to three months' hard labour (Cries of shame), 'ihe seed of satya- 
^praha Mahatma Gandhi had sown many years on a much smaller issue had grown 
into a fuU-fiedged tree. Indian nationals in South Africa, men, women and chiU 
dren who had marched with him many years ago, are once again offering oatya- 
gnha to uphold their citizeiiship rights and to fight gross racial discrimination. 

The Sntyagraha movement nad been started oy South Africa Indians to fi^ht 
noaal arrognooe and animosity. It waa a question which affected all the oolourod 
pemplaa of tlie world. Had it not been lor the recent constitutional negotiationa 
in India which took away the time of the All-India Congress Committee for two 



142 THE ALL INDIA <X)NOBB88 (X)MM1TTEE ( BOMBAY* 


doyt* the South Africen ieeue would heve Msumed paremount importance and 
would ha?e taken all the time of the Committee. 

The p^pie of India who h^ no Gorernmeot of their own yet were unable 
to hdp their own kith and kin in i:k>uth Africa except by giving them moral enp- 
port. Indians in booth Africa knew their limitations and were anxiously looking 
forwprd to the day when India would be free. 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant, seconding the resolution on South Africa, de- 
clared that the question oi Indians in boutn Africa was not a local question, but 
had in it the germs of a global conflict. If this question was not settled honour- 
ably for India and Indians, there were bound to be widespread trouble. 

At the time of the Soer War, l^andit Pant added, the British settlers said 
the Boers were anti-Indian and were illtrcatiug them. But now, the British settlers 
themselves were a menace to Indians and to the honour and dignity of India. 

The history of Indian settlers who went there mostly as labourers had been 
one of steady deterioration and degradation. First, there was economic discrimi- 
nation, next came land restrictions, and now their very lives had been segregated. 

A large part of th«) prosperity of Africa was due to the pioneering work done 
by Indian settlers under the most trying and adverse eonditions, and it was sheer, 
blind ingratitude on the part of the ruling party in Sonth Africa now to pass 
anti-Indian laws which deprived Indians of living as human beings. 

The question of Indians in bouth Africa was not just a parochial matter. It 
involved the very right of coloured people to live side by side with white men, 
with equal rights, privileges and opportunities. It was to gain and establish this 
right that the Indians had now launched a satyagraha movement. 


Non-Official Bebolutions 

After the two main resolutions were passed Pandit Nehru, the Congress Pre- 
sident, took up thh iiou-oflicial resolutions. Pandit Nehru said that a number of 
non-otticial resolutions had been given notice of, but as this session of the Com- 
mittee was a special emergency meeting there was no timti to consider them, 

Dealing with one aon-ollicial resolution relating to Indian btates, Pandit 
Nehru said that the resolution passed at the Haripura Congress with regard to 
Indian btates would have to be changed as that resolution hintlcred the work of 
the Congress in Indian States. There had been a great awakening in Indian 
Utates and there were dilTercnt political organizations in the btates such as the 
National Conference, the btate Congress Pratinidhi babha and the Praja Mandal. 
The All-India {states' People's Conference had representatives from all States. 
Sooner or later, he said, th > constitution of the Congress would have to be amen- 
ded or some other step taken to associate the Siates* peoples with the Indian 
National Congress. 

Keferring to the non-oflicial resolution asking the Congress Governments not 
to resort to the use of the Defence of India Buies, Pandit Nehru said he was not 
aware whether the Congress Ministries were using the Defence of India Kuies or 
not But, he said, he was aware that if those Buies were not made use of pro- 
curement of foodstuffs in the, various provinces might suffer. 

Winding up the proceedings of the Committee, Pandit Nehru answered some 
of the criticisms of the Opposition speaker. 

He said : **We have been talking of independence for a long time. Different 
interpretations are given of what that independence means. The Viceroy and the 
Muslim League also speak of the independence of India. But the Congress idea of 
independence is certainly different from that of the Muslim League and the Vice- 
lov our idea of independence is that there must be absolutely no foreign domi- 
nation in India and India may even break her connexions with the British. We 
want to establish a Bcpublic of India. 

Aohut Patwardhan expressed surprise that foreign affairs could be car- 
ried on without foreign trade. The surprise was perfectly legitimate. Why should 
forriffn affairs be carried on witliout foreign trade? it is asionishing, as Maulana 
stated, how inferences are drawn and conclusions arc built upon them. 
^^*<There ia no doubt,** coutinued Pandit Mehru, **that in so far as the resolu- 
tion which we have discussed yesterday and today is concerned, a great deal can be 
said in favour of it or against it. A great deal can be said about the diflOlculties 
^d complications in which we may get caught. The whole question is ultimately 
^e of bfiancing and coming to a conclusion without 1<ms. 

«Tt is obvious, so far as I am coucerued, that foreign affairs includes foreign 
trade. It is quite absurd to talk of foreign affairs without foreign trade> foreign 
peononiio poUoyt esohangei etct*’ 
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‘‘Ai regards defeat and communications, obviously they include all maimer 
of tliiiiM connected with defence. Defence must include a large number of indus- 
tries. Apart from foreign affairs, defence and communicationsp the Union Centre 
will have power to raise finance. This means the Union Centre will control oer^ 
Uin revenue-producing subjects. I cannot say offhand what these revenue-produc- 
ing BubjeetB will be. It is inevitable that a cU'cision will have to be made as to 
what revenue-producing subjects go to the Centn*. Pn'suinably, the obvious sub- 
jecta are Customs, including tariffs, and may be income-tax also. 

**Argumciit 8 have been advanced on the one side that this is a very satisfactory 
Constituent Assembly, something that we have biMm asking for mul have got. (ht 
the other hand, it has been stated that this Constituent .Assembly is a future 
thing imposed upon us to wnich wc should not attach much importance. If 1 
am ask^ to give my ovrn vH)int of view, I w'ould say it is not obviously some- 
thing w'hich wo have desired and worked for. There arc many difliculties and 
anags and the scales are weighted against us. 

*<On the other hand, it is obvious also that it is not so bad. What will be 
the outcome of this Assembly ? It may be that i' docs not function for long : it 
breaks up. It may be that we may get soincthing out of it, and we go ahead 
and it solves some of our problems, and we produce some kind of eonstitution 
which is desirable and workable. All thciic thing are |>o 8 sihle. Hut it stHMiis to me 
rather fantastic for the Cabinet Mission to tell us that after ttui years we are going 
to do this or that. It is fantastic and I cannot imagine anybody laying down any 
rule for India ten years heiiee.** 

Pandit Nehru continued : **Wheti India is free, India will do just what she 
likes. It is quite absurd and foolish to lay down now what she is going to do a 
few years hence. 

do think that some time or other in the future we may have to summon 
our own proper revolutiunary Constituent Asscmblv. That does not m *1111 that 
we shoula not take advantage of this and work it out for our own advantage. 
If wc do not succeed in the Constituent .ABseiiibly, we change our tactics to suit 
whatever wo want to do. 

“There is a good deal of talk of the Cabinet MiHsion*s long-term plan and 
short-term plan, iio far as I cun see, it is not a question of our accepting any 
plan, long or short. It is only a question of our agreeing to go into the iVuistil- 
uent Assembly. That is all -and nothing more than that. We will remain in 
that Assembly so long as w’c think it is good for India, ami W(* will come out 
when we think it is injuring our cause and then oiler huille. We arc not bound 
by a single thing, except that wo have deluded for tlie moment 1.0 go to the Con- 
stituent Assembly, not certainly to deliver fine speeches but to build somelhing to 
overcome some of our problems!” 

As tlic discussion in the House was about the proposed (Constituent Assembly, 
Pandit Nehru went on to say that he was reminded of otln^r Constituent AsHembl- 
ics. Perhaps the comparison was not justified. One hundred-and-fifty-seyen years 
ago, a Constituent Assembly callel the (tciierar* was ealled in France. It 

was convened by the King of France himself. He was an autocratic and foolish 
King and he soon got into trouble with that Assembly and ultimately within a few 
years, the head of tiiat King was cut off. India, of course, would not cut off 
people's heads. Again there was the case of the American colonies. 

“Do you remember," Pandit Nehru asked, **tbat even after the declaration 
of war against England, there were colonies which continued to send humble 
petitions of loyalty to the English King? It was only after a hard war that things 
changed. Now, in regard to criticisms against the resolution, it is strangt^ that 
one should be afraid of a thing because at the beginning it is not exactly to one's 
liking. It seems to me that we have begun to attacdi far too much importance to 
gestures, words and slogans and generally to a certain heroic attitude. It is a 
dangerous thing. Remember we are a great nation. We are no longer a tiny 
people bwing for freedom at the hands of the British. We are on the verge of 
freedom.'*^ 

pMdit Nehru proceeded : “Of course, we have to fight those who co...e in our 
way. But we have to be revolutionary, wc also have to think in terms of statesmari- 
•Ijlp— in terms of careerists, merely shouting slogans and escaping respousi- 
biu^, but in terms of facing big problems. I beg of you to look upon all these 
I^blems in a spirit of revolutionary statesmanship and not in a {^pirit of submis* 
aion to opp^tunism which is so rampant all over India today. Tl*ere is always 
, a tendeDcy if we enter these Legislatures for us to get entangled in minor problema 
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•Bd lofgat big thioga. Although there it thet doDger, yet it is quite impoieible^ 
alter we here errtvrd et e certein etee, to sey that you cannot accept reaponaibH 
lity for aoWiDg your own problem, line world looks to you and to the Congress 
for great decisions and it is no use oursingt fuming ana freeting.'* 

Pandit Nehru expressed his pleasure at the two women menjbers, who, be said, 
made fiery speeches. He thought that was indicative of the tempo of Indian 
womanhood. He urged that more and more opprotunities should be given to 
Indisn women to participate in public life. 


League decision on India Plan 
Council to meet iu Bombay 

The grave possihliity of the All-India ^luslim licogue not participating 
in the Constituent Assembly for lack of assurances that the fundamental princi- 
ple of the Ca^iinet Missiorrs scheme will adhered to, is envisaged by political 
circles in New Delhi following the announcement on the stn July that the 
Council of the Muslim League has been convened at Bombay on July 2S and 29. 

The announcement, which was made by Nawabzada Liaquat Alt /Chan, Secre- 
tary of the Muslim League, referred to serious developments, particularly to the 
breaking of solemn pledges by the Cabinet Vlission and the Viceroy over the 
interim Government plan and to the action of the Congress in accepting the long- 
term plan only conditionally and with reservation-— an interpretation totally oppose 
to Ih ‘ statement by the ( cabinet Mission and the Vicerov on May 2.'). 

The Coiineil is, therefore, to decide what course the Muslim League should 
adopt in the changed eircumstaucos. It is no secret that the League has viewed 
with disgust the oaicoino of the negotiations for an Interim Government as out- 
lined in the Cabinet Mission's statement of June 16. It considers that the Mission 
and the Viceroy ignored the plain meatiing of f'ara 6 of the statement. 

The immediate occasion, however, for summoning the League Council is the 

nature of references to the (Constituent Assembly plan made by prominent mcm- 

beia of the Congress Working Committee at the recent AICC meeting. 

It will be recalled that on May 25 the Cabinet ftlission and the Viceroy 
issued a stutein’iit consequential on Mr. Jinnah's statement of May 

S2 and the Congress Working (Committee's resolution of May 24. 
The Ministers and the Viceroy declared that the scheme of May 16 

stood as a whole **aud can only succeed if it is accepted and worked in a spirit of 
co-operation." They added that **thc interpretation put by the Congress re- 
solution on para 15 of the statement to the effect that the provinors can, in the 
first instance, make the choice whether or not to belong to the Section in which 
they are placed, does not accord with the Deh^gstiou's intentions." Despite this 
categorical pronouncement, the Conmess his continued to maintain, with the aid 
of legal opinion that the provinces have the right to opt out of their Section at 
the very boginning. 

The Mulim League, on the other hand, regards the grouping of provinces 
laid down iu the statement of May 16 as **tbe corner-stone of the long-term 
eoheme" to use Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan's words. 

The l.eague saw another suDstantial modification of the original plan in the 
Bengal Europeans' decision not to use their votes for the Onstituent Assembly— a 
deolsiou that followed an agitation iu tlio Congress Press and on Congress plat- 
forms : 

The speeches at the AICC meeting as repoied were not such as to allay the 
League's misgiving. Pandit Jukarlal .Vzharu. for instance, is quoted as saying : 
''There is a good deal of talk of the Cabinet Mission's long term and short terms 
plans. ^ far as I can see, it is not a question of our accepting any plan, long or 
short ; it is only a question of our agrttcing to go into the Constituent Assembly. That 
is idl and nothing more than that. We will remain in that Assembly so long as 
we think it is good to India and we will come out when we offer battle. We 
are not bound by a single thing except that we have decided for the moment to go 
to the Constituent Assembly." 

Siauiana Abut Kalam Asad is reported to have said : '*If unfortunately, any 
insuperable diffioulties crop up in direct eonfiict with our fundamental prinoi-', 
pics, we shall not hesitate to Kill the Constituent Assembly." 

Id Muslim Leaguers' eyes Phndit Nehru's reference to powers of the Centre 
go far beyond v^mtis laid down in the statement of May ifi.iand even so he adds : 
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*•“* »* »»y h*»e to ramaoo oar own ptofnc 

mohllioiiftry «JontlitiieDt Asiembly.'* 

MMim Leagaen said that, wUile they unreaenredly aoeeptdd the aUtement 
of Mhy l6 at clarified by that of May 05, the impllcatioii of the apeechtv at the 
AlOO meeting was that the Congress had merely agrt*ed to enter the Constitaeill 
Assembly to work oat a constitntioii according to its own wishes, quite irrespeo- 
tire of what the Cabinet Mission recommended. Can this be calltsd aot^*ptanoe of 
the Minion's long-term plan, they ask. They add that unless either liie British 
Qofernment or the Congress makes it plain that the scheme of May 16, as clarified 
by the statement of May 2c, will be strietiy adhered to, it would seem useless for 
the Muslims, who are in a minority in the Constituent Assembly and, therefore, 
liable to be outfoted on important issues, to participate in the Assembly at all. 
The League Couneil may taerefore, take the view that failing an assurauoe that 
the scheme of 5fay 16 still stands it can only rescind its decision of June 
6 as tb i whole basis on which that dcotaion was reached has bein transformed. 

Th i Nawabzsda said : **pAndit Nehru's remarks yesterday at Bombay— ignor- 
ing for the moment his v*ompouA claim to be able to cr<‘ate new aituatioi is— should 
remove any doubts that may have lingered in any quurtiT as to the real intentions 
with which the Congciiss propost? to enter the iVmstitueiit Assembly. 1 think that 
in view of the statements made by Pandit Nehru yegterday and by other speakers 
at the A ICO earlier, it is essential for the Briti-h Oovernmnit to re state and 
clarify their intentions as to the Constituent Assembly plan." 

This, ill the Nswabzada's view, was all the more necessary because the 
M ssion had publicly stated that thr* C^mgress had ai*cepted the long-term proposals 
‘^contained in the statement of May 16." whereas, sccoming to Pandit Nehru the 
CemgresB had accepted only the method of ehHrtion to the Constituent Assembly, 
and nothing more. Surely, the Nawabzada commented, no one, not even the 
CciDgress or the Mission, could argue that the method of eUvition to the Consti- 
tuent Assembly was by no means tlie most vital part of the staWment of May 16. 

Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan reiterated the Muslim League view that the 
Cabinet Missioa had gone back on their word as resards the formation of an 
Interim Government. The Mission's interpretation of paragraph 3 of their state* 
ment of June J6 had not Ix'en cons dcrecl even by independent British opinion in 
India to be a straightforward interpretation. But even that interpretation and the 
decision based on it were given on the assumption that the Cougruta accepted the 
•tatement of May 16 

“Now, can anyone, after reading the apeeches at the AICi5 and the deoiara* 
tiona made by the Cougress Pr niident, say that the Congress has accepted the 
atatementof May 16." asked the Nawabzada. « . , i. 

All this, he added pointed to the need for a fresh statement of the Britiab 
Government's intentions. Without that, it would be worse than useless for the 
Muslim Let^ue to go into the Constituent Assembly or cnttT into any ^rtth nego- 
tiations which the Vic«»roy might start for the formation of an Interim Govern* 
mint after the elections to the CoiiHtituciit Assembly were over But a decision on 
these matters, of course, rested with the Council of the Muslim League, which 
would meet in Bombay on July 28 and 

Congress and the Cabinet Plan 
Pt. Nehru Explains Issues 

The CongresB President, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, in a 75-minttlea Prm 
Conference at Congress House, Bombay, on the lOth. July discussed a number of 
important questions such as the position of Indians in Ceylon, tha Constituent 
Assembly, the grouping of provinces as contained in the Cabinet Mission's statement 
of May 16, the subjecta that will come within the purview of the Union Centre, 
what the Congrees proposes to do in the Constituent Assembly, how the lUsnmlr 
Government's Dan against his entry into that State has become an all-India Ita^ 
betwm the Indian National Congress and the Statea* People's Confexjjuoe m 
tide Md the Political Dewiment of the Government of India Md m 
Kashmir Btete on the other. This last subject, he said, was liWy to afTect oth« 
*ttaltera ineludiug the whole question of the States in the Constituent Aisemblj. 


Aiked to am] 
ebffimitiMit in lai 
MMon easepi to 

If 


OoareTiTUEUT Assembly 

o ampliH his sUtemeut in the AIOU that the Oongrm 

in lagma to either the long-term or the short-tirm of the OsUail 

pt to go into the Conetitaeat Assembly, PaSdlt Nsfiiu said : As a 
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BUitter of bet if 70a md the oomspcmdeiice tbet haa paaeed between the Gongme 
J^eeldent end the Ceblnet Miaeion end the Vieeroy 700 will aee in whet oondi- 
thorn end eireomatencea we agreed to go into thia CoDetienent AaaemblT. The fiiat 
^ing la we here agreed to go into the CoDititaent Asaembly end we here agreed 
to nothing dee. It la true that in going to the Oonstitaent Aaaembl7> ineritebb, 
we here agreed to a certain proceaa of going into it, that is, election of the candi- 
dates to the Oonatltnent Assembly. What we do there, we are entirely and 
absolntely free to determine. We hare committed ourselres to no single m^ter 
to anybody. Natnralty eren thongh one might not agree to commit oneself, there 
is a certain eompnlsion of facts which maM one accept this thing or that thing. 

1 do not know what that might be in a particular context. But the nature of 
compulsion of facts would be not of the British Goremment's desires or intents but 
ho# to make the Assembly a success and how to aroid its breaking up. That will 
be eertainly a rerr important consideration. But the British Goremment does not 
appear there at all. 

When the Congress had stated that the Constituent Assembly was a sorereign 
body, Pandit Nehru said : **The Cabinet Mission's reply was it was more or less 

subject to two considerations : Firstly, proper arrangement for minorities 
and the other, a treaty between India and England. I wish the Cabinet Mission 
had stated that both these matters are not controrersial. It is obvious the mino- 
rities question has to be settled statisfactorily. It is also obvious that if there is 
any kind of peaceful change over in India, it is bound to result in some kind of 
treaty with Britain. 

*<What exactly that treaty will be I can not say. But if the British Govern- 
ment presumes to tell us that they are going to hola anything in India ( and not 
build up I because they do not agree either in regard to the minorities or in regard 
to the treaty, we shall not accept that position. It will become a casus belli. We 
shall have no treaty if they seek to impose anything upon us and we shall tear up 
any treaty they try to impose. If they treat us as equals and come to terms there 
will be a treaty. But it there is the slightest attempt at imposition, we shall have 
no treaty. 

**In regard to the minorities, it is our problem, and wc shall, no doubt, suc- 
ceed in sdving it We accept no outside interference in it— certainly, not the 
British Government's interference in it— and therefore, these two limiting factors 
to the sovereignty of the Constituent Assembly are not accepted by ua. 

**How to make the job in the Consti^ent Assembly a success or not is the 
only limiting factor. It does not make the slightest difference what the Cabinet 
Mission thinks or does in the matter.*' 

Gboupino Plan 

Beferring to grouping, Pandit Nehrn aaid : **The bm probabiliw is from any 
approach to the question, there will be no grouping. Obviously, ^tion A win 
damde against grouping. Speaking in betting language, there waa four to one 
ehance of the North-West Frontier Province deciding against grouping. Then Group 
B collapses. It is highly likely that Assam will decide against grouping with 
Bengal although I would not like to say what the initial decision may be, since 
it is evenly balanced. But I can say with every assurance and conviction that there 
it going to be finally no grouping there, because Assam will not tolerate it under 
any oiroumatanoea whatever. Thus you see this grouping business approached 
from any point of view, does not get on at all." 

Pandit Nehru also explained how provincial Jealousies would work against 
gfoupiim. Firstly, he pointed out everybody outside the Muslim League was entirely 
opmMcd to jproupuig. In regard to this matter, the Muslim League stands by it- 
Mi Ji^atea Applying that principle you will find in the north-west zone there is 
a kind of balance of more or less even of pro-grouping and anti-grouping. 

Becoodlyi entirely for other reasons non-political, non-Congress, non-League, 
there is a good deal of feeling aninst grouping with the Punjab both in the North 
West Frontijur Provinoe and Bind for economic and other reasons. That is to say, 
even a Muslim Leaguer in Bind dislikes the idea of grouping with the Punjab, 
beacauae he fears that the Punjab will dominate Bind, PunjA being a dominant * 
party in tlmt group and more aggresaive and advanced in some ways. Apart from 
the imposed dtscipline from the Muslim League, both iu the Frontier and in Sind, 
the imple were unanimoualy agaiaat nouping, because both these PxoviBoea are 
afraid of being swamped by the PuhjA. 
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PBOViBioviii National Govbmuuent 

Aikfed when the PriTitional NAtionei Qomnuent would be formed il the 
Centte, Pandit Nehm eaid : cannot Jiut peep into the future and tdl whai 

if ioing to happen. For the moment we are eomewhat engaged in the CSonnUtueni 
Aieembly eleotiooa But remember thia that the Oonetituent Ateembly ia not 
going to mit up eaaily for long with the kind of Care-Uker €k>vemmeiit that exiata 
ttHday. There ia bound to be oonfliet between them. In faet» the Oare*takar 
Qovemment haa no aubility ; nor ia there any poaaibiiity of ita long ooniinuanoe. 
how and when and what auape the new Goremment will take i cannot aay, it wilt 
be }uat entering into phantaay.*' 

When hie attention waa drawn to the forthcoming meeting of the All-India 
Muslim League Council at Bombay, Pandit Nehru said : **Whateyer the Con* 
greaa does ia always intended to create new aituatiooa. We do not follow oUier 
peeple'a situations. I am glad that the Muslim League haa realised that we ha?a 
created a new situation. We propose to create many further new aituatiooa What 
we shall do if the Leitf ue deotdes to do this or that we will see what the con* 
diiiona then are and decide accordingly.* 

Union CxNTRt'a Powbrs 

Dealing with the powers of the proposed Union Centre, Pandit Nehru said : 
"According to the Cabinet Mission's propoeals there were three or four basic aub- 
]eeU in it, L e., Defence, Foreign Affairs, Communications and the ^wer to raise 
finances for these. ObTiously, Defence and Communications hare a larm number 
of industries behind them, bo these industries inevitably come under the Union 
Government and they are likely to g^ow. Defence is sucn a wide subiect that it 
tends to expand its scope and activities more and more. All that comes under 
the Union Government. 

**bimilarly, External Affairs inevitably Include foreign trade policy. You can- 
not have foreign policy if you divorce foreign trade from it. They include all 
manner of things which are not put down there, but which can be brought in.* 

Referring to the question of raising finances for the Union, Pandit Nehru 
said it had to be done by taxation. **lf anyone sui^ests that some kind of eon- 
tribution or doles are going to be given by the Provinces or States, It is bunkum. 
No Central Government carries on on doles.* He reoslled how sn stiempt to 
carry on with contributions hsd ended in a failure in the United States in tbs 
early days of the American Confederation, "inevitably therefore,* he added# 
"any Central Government must raise its finances by taxation I cannot make a 
list now, but obviously Customs, including tariffs, is bound to be one. In fact, 
tariff is connected with foreign trade policy. It may be income-tax will be another. 
I do not know what else,* 

Pandit Nehru minted out that the Central Government must be responsible 
for foreign inarkeu. loans and such other subiects. It must also obviously control 
currency and credit. Who is going to do it if not the Centre ? You cannot allow 
each unit or Province to carry on a separate type of credit and foreign policy. 

**8ttppose there is trouble between the Provinces or States or sn seonomlo 
bresk-down due to famine conditions the Centre comes in again, inevitably. 
However limited the Centre might be you cannot help the Centre having wiae 
powers because the past few years have shown that if there were no oentrsT autho- 
rity, the conditions would have been far worse In India. However the fact that 
there has been a central authority has not done much good to the country beoauss 
it has been incompetent It is oovious, that without Uie central authority you 
cannot deal with the problems mentioned above. There muat be some over-all 

E ower to intervene in grave crisis breakdown of the administration or economic 
reakdowo or famine. The scope of the Centre, even though limited, inevitably 
grows, because it cannot eziat otherwise. 

Cainnet Mbrion’s Work Revieirod 
House of Lords— L muIoii — 18th. Juljr 1946 

LmA FetUek-Lswreaee’s StoCeaieak 

An appeal on behalf of the British Cabinet Mission to the two msjor partiis 
in India to put snide their keen communal and party feelings and worx kmslliir 
lor the good of India waa made by the Becretery of Htale for India, Lard 
La wram o t t in conclnding hit review of the IftlMiou's work in India in the EEottaa 
Of Loida UHlay. 
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**Am then is so maeli to tdl, I will only ssj one thing hj wny of introdno- 
tion regsxding the problems with whioh we have to deni. If you take all the 
population both in Europe and Asiai of the Soviet Uutout and au the people of 
the British Isles and all ihe White people throughout the British Empire and add 
them all together, even then, you do not reach a total as great as that of the 
Indians in India. Not only that, but ttot vast sub-continent has great diversities 
of taosi religion, language and culture. No wonder Uieu that Indian statemen are 
de^7 oonscious of their responsibilities and toko divergent views as to the precise 
constitutional future of that country. 

*^Xhe two great parties in Briiish India, Congress and the Muslim League^ 
who between them nearly swept the ik)Us in the recent provincial elections are 
aentely divided on this matter. While the CougrcM has always stood for one 
llnitea India, the claim of the Muslim League has been for the division of India 
into Hindusthan and Bakistan. 

‘^Therefore, while the first task of the Mission was to convince Indians of the 
sincerity of the British people in offering them Independence within or without 
the British Common we^th according to their choice, their second task was to 
bridge the apparently unbridgeable gap separating the rival views of the two great 
Indian parties. I think I can claim without fear oi disagreement that as for the 
iirstf we were entirely successful (Cheers). Ail leaders ot Indian opinion now 
realise that the British people mean what they say and will do their part, to carry 
it into effect. As to the second, I believe the facts as disclosed in ihe voluminous 
Command papers (White Pafm], which I hope to make more clear, speak for 
themselves. ^ 

Talks at Bimla 

«We began by getting into direct personal contact, orally and by correspond- 
enoe, with the most representative men and women in India, not only of the great 
Indian parties and from the btates, but also ol other sections aud minorities in 
British India. Iheir views profoundly inducnced us lu forming our opiniou as to 
the best way to approach the problem. 

<4The main ditliculty lay in the fact that not only were the major parties 
differing in their views of the future constitutional structure of India, but this 
divergence prevented them from agreeing on a coustitution-makiug machinery. 
The Oongreas wanted a single constitution-making body, while the Muslim League 
wanted two separate constitution-making bodies— ouc for Hindusthan aud one 
for Pakistan. 

** After considerable discussion with them separately, we decided to invite them 
both to send four representatives each to meet us together at bimla and consider 
a proposal for forming a coustitution on a three-tier basis. This, they agreed to do 
while reserving complete freedom of comment and actiou. The bimla talks were 
marked by a very welcome spirit of accommodation shown by both parties and, 
although a final agreement was not reached the ulks ended amicably aud suffi- 
sient progress had beeu made to justify us in putting out a siatemeut on May id 
which we believed, was sulhcieutly near to the views of both parties to be likely 
of aooqatance. 

**That statement did not purport to lay down a constitution for India. This 
was a matter onlv for Indians. What we did was to put forward the three-tier 
suggestion and offer it as a basis for the constitution making machinery* The 
tier baais is nothing more than our recommeudatiou to the Indian peoples, but 
on the basts of these proposals we were asking the patties to join in the formation 
id a Oonstitnent Aasembly. Lut it was necessary to stipulate that the provisions 
should not be altered without a majority oi the tso major communities. In para- 
gcajph we gave our reasons for tsktog a population-basis for the allocation of 
seats on the Constituent Assembly and this method has met with general 
approval. 

*^In paragraph 14, we dealt with the question of the Indian States. We had 
dtsousaions with the Chanoeiior of the Chamber of Br luces, the Nawab of Bhopal 
and were very impressed with the helpful and co-operative attitude they adopted 
throughout and to that attitude can be attributed much ol the success of the 
solution of the problem of the Indian butes. 

**Ottr attitude to the SUtes is expressed in paragraph 14 of the sUtement 
when we record their willingness to co-operate and also their helpful attitude aa 
to the winding up of Paramounloy zelationahip. This matter was further ela- 
buntsA Ui ths memorandum handed by us to the ChanesUor. The views of (ho 
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Suitit for whom the Ghutoellor is respoosible an given in Oommand 6861^ 
Ddottmeoi Fooz. It will be eei-n that a JStsgotiatiog Oommittae has beea aet up 
to affange for the participatioo of the 6tatca iu the ooaaiiiutioit-makuig bod|« 

shiay 16 atatement aa a whole had aa exoelieiit receptiuu> though there 
were poiota iu it that were criticiaed ou uiauy aidea. Neither of the niajur partiei 
otMild achieve their whole ob}ecia, though it preacuted a practicable and tteaibla 
oomprutuiae and we hoped they might both accept it. 

** After iaauiug that atatement there followed another period when all the 
partiea in India were diacuaaing up the proa and cona in minute detail a» it affee* 
ted Uieir own principles and the principles of their particular aecuona. 

AcvErrANCw OF iLaii BY OoNUEBBS 6t Lkaoub 
‘'T here were also verbal exchanges between them and ouraclvea aa to the 
Constituent Assembly, aa will be seen in some of the earlier letters published and 
from the statement issued by the Aliaaion on May 2 j. On June 6, the All-India 
Muslim League Council passed a resolution which while critical of the oontenta of 
our statement of May 16, particularly on the issue of Pakisuu, and while reserving 
opinion on those points, detiiiitely accepted the scheme put forward by the Mission^ 
This was a great step lor ward and 1 i»ay tribute to courage and statesmeuship of 
Mr. Jiuuah that, in advance of the Congress, he should have advocated in his 
Councii and carried through that body acceptance of our proposals, which dilferoil 
substantially from the views held until then and vigorously expressed by his 
followers* 

“The Congress did not at that time come to any final decision but, if I msy 
snticipste events, they, too, ou June 26, iu a resolution and in a letter to Utn 
Viceroy, while expressing their views ou iutorpretatiou, auuounced their acoeptancs 
of the proposals sta out in our sUteineut of May 16. 

‘'Thus, we have secured in tne end the acceptaiicc of both the major partioa 
in India to these proposals. Nuuiiuations and elections to the coiisiitutiuii* making 
body have accordingly been proceeding in the present mouth and, Irum the news 
which reaches me, it would seem that some of the best human material in India 
is likely to he returned to take part in the deliberations. 11 my expectations in 
this respect are fulnlled a most valuable start has been made in the creation of 
a constitutional structure for the future of India. 

“lief ore leaving this, 1 would like to say a few words about some icoenl 
reports from India a« to the intentions of the parties in juiuiiig the Constituent 
Assembly. We saw both partiea shortly before we leli and they stated to us 
quite categorically that it was their intention to go into the Assembly with the 
objective of making it work. Ihey are, oi course, at perfect liberty to advance 
their own views as to what should or should not be the basis ui the future 
couatitution. That la the purpose of the Coiistitueul Assembly - to hammer out 
agreement from diverse opiuious and plans. Likewise, they tsn put forward M^i t i r 
views at to h*.w the Assembly should conduct iU business but, having regard to 
the statement of May 16 and the constituent Assembly dieted in accoruauee with 
it, they cannot, of course, go outside the terms of what has been agreed to. That 
would not be fair to the other parties who go iu and it is ou the basis of 
agreed procedure that the British Government have said they will accept the con- 
clusions of the Constituent Assembly. 

**£?TATES FbXE lO *OOMB IN OR NOT** 

“As to the 8utcs, they need have no anxiety since it is for them to decide 
frsdy to come in or not, as they choose. It is for that purpose that they have set 
up a Negotiating Committee and 1 am sure that that Committee will have the 
wisdom to work out au acceptable basis fur their co-operation in the Assemhty. 

“It it on a free consensus of the many diverse elements of the Indian pcopis 
that the success of the new consti«ttiiou will depend. I am coniideot from ail i£t 
was aaid to me in India that all parties appreciate this fnndsmeutal fact. Union 
cannot be by fox€e..it must be by agreement and it will be the taak oLthe Asaem- 
bly to obtain that agreement. It wdl be poesible for the majority ana minoritiee 
alike to prqfMure to co-operate for the good of the future of ail India." 

_ . Formation of Intsriji Govbrniubnt 

uming with the negotiatione for the creation of Interim Oovemmeot, Lord 
Peihlek-Lawreiiee eaid: “I need hardly point out that, during this interim period, 
it is most desi^U, ti possible* to get an Interim Government which is in tS 
nntaie of n cation and in which, nt any rate* the two major partiea ate both 

iqpMnted. Mo agimient waa reached ot biaria cm thia poiat»« Sm 
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to Delhi. A ?ery etioog point with the CSongreie wee releted to the powen end 
eutue oi the laterim Uovfsrnment end tbe treetmeot of it by the Vieeioy. The 
CHiogreie took eatception to perity between the teo pertiee end ettempte wera 
maule to meet Uiie by forming en interim Uoverumeut on the beeie of eix 
UongfOiHi repreeenutivee— hve Oeete Hiudne end one repreeentetive of the 
tielieduied Oeetee— hre Muelimei end two utbere. Mr. Jinneh might poeeibly heve 
egreed but the Congreee were not eetiehed with thii. 

**>Ve reeched e oompiete deediook end it teemed thet the only poteible way 
to break it wet for the Viceroy^ in contuitetion with the Mittion, to chooee e 
iuitebie Interim Government on a betit oi tix Oongrett, including one from the 
Depretted Oletteti live Mutlimt, one bikh end two othere— one e Perti» another en 
Inuien chrittien. The Viceroy had had unofficial end tentative littt of namee 
from both tidet and thete were largely uaed in the telection. 

Jinneh took up the potitiou that he would await the Congreat decition 
before giving that of the Mutlim League. The Congrett were very much troubled 
by the type of parity tiiH remaining between the Mutlim League and Oatte Mindut 
and on the matter concerning minoriiy repretentetion. 

“But the (Jongrett detpite all difficultiet, might have contented to thie 
arrangement had there not been unfortunately^ a widely-publithed ditcioture of 
certain lettert written by Mr. Jinneh at that moment the mott important of 
which contained a teuteucc thet the Mutlim League would never accept the 
appointment of any Mutlim by the Viceroy other than a Mutlim Leaguer. Thia 
became major ietue. The Oongrett had tuggetted that they ahould be allowed to 
eubttitute a Mutlim for one of their number» but this had been opposed by the 
Viceroy and they might have waived the suggestion had it not been that a public 
challenge was made at this moment to their right to do so. The Ckmgress had 
always insisted on the national character of their organisation and this is fully 
demonstrated by their nomination of personnel in the I'rovinciai Assemblies— i 
mean nationali as opposed to communal, character, 

LsAQUh'B Monopoly Claim not Acckptkd 

“It was made clear to Mr. Jinnah that neither the Viceroy nor the Mission 
could accept his claim to a monopoly of Muslim appointments. 

«*We felt we could not at this stag^ accept much alteration of the Viceroy’s 
plan. In tUe statement of June lb, we had laid down the course we should 
pursue in the event of both or either of the two major parties not being able to 
accept a Coalition Government on the basis proposed. If either opposed it the whole 
basis of the coalition fell to the ground, in this event our statement of June 16 
stated that the Viceroy would seek to form an Interim Government which would 
be as representative as possible of all those willing to accept the statement of 
May 16. 

“When the Congress ultimately came to their final decision to accept the 
May 16 statement, wniie uutortuuately rejecting the Interim Government they 
quite clearly became equally eligible with the Muslim League for inclusion in such 
a representative Government, immediately we received from the Congress Presi- 
dent letter ^o, 3l, we saw Mr. Jinnah and told him the position, giving him a 
copy of the letter aud informing him that the scheme of June ib had fallen to 
the ground. 

“Up to that moment, the Muslim League had arrived at no decision as to 
their attitude to the proposals of June 16 and they had adopted the line that 
they must await the Cougress decision before they themselves decided. In view oi 
the Congress decision, it was th«uLi too late for any decision of the Muslim League 
to be edbotive. Mr. Jiuuah went on to the meeting of the League Working 
Committee which passed the resolution accepting the scheme of June 16. PW* 
•umably, Mr. Jinnah lold the Committee of his interview with us. Mr. Jinnah seem- 
ed to think that acceptance by the Cougress of the May 16 proposals had put him into 
a false position and tnat we should have proceeded with the lurmation of an Interim 
Government with the Muslim League alone. 

“it is easy to realise the disappointment of Mr. Jinnah that the Congress had 
not aooepted what apparently seemed to him an acceptable arrangement, while at 
the time qualityiug themselves lor oouaultation upon the formation of eoM 
other Interim Government by agreeing to operate the plan of May 16. The 
•Ituaiion now is that the Viceroy will proceed to aet on Paragraph 8 of the sta^ 
■Mat g| Jttu, afMc a racy 



— li JVLT *46 ] LORD PBTSICK'LAWBEMOrS STAnOIBMT IN 

FAhh Nmotutiorb ros Irtbim OoraunaRT 

“I BOBt KBk« it elm IliBt dariitK thie ebort deley, paid? pioleetleBly, «■ 
oiMal Chiv«nini«iii hftd bm tel up, bat tbit It parti j t %^mpotwrf fxptdiial to 
tide Oftr the time until e ftprettnutlft OoTtmnitnt htt bttn formtd. No one detlfid 
en aCRoinl OoTtramtnt, tod any other tolution net Impomibit.*' 

**0017 thote eho carried crat the intentire uenotlation* can realite how esbatie* 
ted all toe participenta were. It waa eaaeatial to hare a abort Intarral after the 
three and a half moniha of iotenaire work and to that the Indian partite eonld 
partidpa*e In the clectiona to the Conttitiient Aatemhly. 

The next ttafre will be for the Vioeroy to retnme negotiatlona at the earlieet 
praetieable moment with the two major partiet for the formation of an Interim 
Gorernmeni Tbit will he a difficult teak and wt hope that the fact that the eont* 
tiiation*making machinery haa been launched will make both partiet realite the 
abtointe necctaity for agreeing on the queetion of an Interim Qorernment 

**11iia Qorernment doct not purport to be any permanent atrueture. It in purely 
a Prorltional Qorernment to carry on for the time being. It would, ihertfort, atem 
inappropriate for a party to inatH on pHocIplea which would alTecI the long point 
of riew, but would not affect the influence of the interim arrengeroent Rotli pertiea 
•honld be ready to atnk their communal dlfTerencea and come together for the good 
of India in thia difficult time and eet up an efficient and repreaentntire OoremmenI 
which waa ao ritnl to her future welfare*** 

APPKAL to BflCHO 

**Bo far I hara concentrated on the major partiea.** he continued. There wee 
alao the queation of the repreaentation of that large proportion >of the population 
other than the major partiea and whoae poaitlon waa entitled to eery aerlona conel* 
deration. He had, he aaid, already refer^ to arrangementa In the ‘diecuaalon they 
had with the Indian Statea. 

There waa the queation of the Sikba. The difficulty aroae from the Ineeoapehle 
fecit of the geographical poaition of the Rikha. Whareaa the BIkha numbered life 
million, the Mualima numbered 90 million and the Bikha were not a geographical 
entity. Full consideration, he aaid. ahoiild be given to their claim and full eonal* 
deration had been giveo to it as a diatinct community. The moat the Miaelon eonld 
do waa aa outlined in the White Paper. On a popnlatlon haaie. they had been given 
4 out of 22 aeata in the Punjab. The situation ciiuld he brought up and eoneldered 
by toe Adviaory Oomroittee on Minorities. He appealed to the Bikha to reeouelder 
toeir attitude end their deoiaion not to take pert in the work that wee now 
being done. 

Dsprmkd CLAsam awd Othwr MutORiTin 

There were two other claimanU for repreaentetion with which he witbed to deal. 
Lord Pethiok-Lawrenoe referred to the Depretaed Claaaea led by l>r, Amhedkar 
and aaid that they would have very full representation, throngh the Oongreea- 
affiliated organiaation. The Miasion bad interviewed the leadera of the Oongma 
organieation and were convinced of ibeir genuine deeire to help the Depreeeed Oleeeee, 
It was another metier on which the Advieorv Committee on Minorltlee might reach 
eome aolution and he hoped tbet the Committee would be generoua in their allooalion 
of eeata to mlnoritiee. 

There waa alao the queetion of other mlnoritiee Including the ChriatlaD and the 
Anglo-Indian whoae repreaentation would* they hoped, be eafegnardad by the Advieory 
Comm ttee. 

In toe etatemenl of May 25, the Mieeion had aingled out adequate proviaion of 
pfoteetlon for mlnoritiea aa one of the two matters on which toe Bntlah Qovernmeni 
required aaeuranoee before fit would recommend Parliament to cede eutborfty. 
They profoundly hoped that tha matter would not be allowed to beeome 
eontroeereef. 

He went on to pay a tribute to bfe Cebiuet colleaguee and the VIoeroy wboae 
raaooree, InlUetIve and wlaa judgment had been invaluable, and without whoae b^p 
toev might not have got anywhere. He aleo paid tribnte to the Indian etataaman 
with whom they eame Into contact AUhoogh they were detiing with mallera that 
were ecntelv oontrovereial, their personal rtiailonsbipa always remained very friendly* 
And* toongb t\e Mlaekm at tfmae bad felt a little impetisnt at delay* thi^ had to 
bear la mind ^ tiemaadoua imporUoee oi having to think again and toen alltl 
think amdn, whan they were eooaidering a framo^work under which toey toiglil ha^ 
to live Ida eentoriei to eome. 



m OASnrBT inSSIOK^ WOBK ntSViEWBO r & Ot Obiin- 

H« WM quite tore Ihit the Iiofde would beer In mind fho ddllouto ilAte of thi 
MKOtiotlont thut wf re being enrried on end tfaet thej would refrnlo from nny 
lemerk thet might ceuee berm. The work which be end hie eotleegnee bed been 
iugeged on for three end e bell moo the bed been no light teek eod it wee frengbt 
wltb eoncequencet of the greeteet proportion!, not only to lodie end Briceln, but to 
tte world. If they bed been eble to reeoh e pertiel eolntion of eome of tbe pro* 
bieme end helped Ibeir Indien friendii in etiy wey, be wee ?ery gled to here token 
hie port in tbie greot work. 

Home of Commono — London— 18tb. July 1946 

sir SCefford Crlpp*e Stetenent 

flir Steifbrd Orippi, in>hi« etetement in the Houee of Commone, eoid : 

*11ie Hoiiee moct. f em enre, be full; ooneci me of tbe feet thnl the eiroume- 
lenoec in the Spring of 1946 were veelly different trom tboee of 1942 or 1939. 
Indie bee eherra to tbe full in the polltieel ewekeniiig which ie evident ell over the 
world eftar the wer end nowhere perhepe naore then In the Fer Eiet. Preienree 
which were eulBciently in evidence before the wer end during tbe wer heve become 
greotly oocenlueted end whet might heve been co'ieidered e reoMoneble epeed of pro- 
grOM befoK the wer would now be regerded ee diletory end fnedeqaete. 

heve olweye pereonelly believed thet our beet hope of ineintelning the veined 
friendihip end co-operetion of the Indien people wee to off**r them their lull end 
iintremmellad freedom ee to their own future end to help them to the beet of our 
ebility to echieve their detirec ee emoothly end quickly ee poeeibic. There it no 
doubt whetever thet elnoe, et eny rete. the eerly monthe of thie yeer, no other 
epproeeh then thie would have had eiiy chance of eucceea at ell. 

^*When the Mieeion 6ret errived in New Delhi the etrooephere for egreemant 
between the pertiee wee not propitione. We found e highly-cherged politicel etmoe- 
phere reeuUIng from the eleoiionc which were etill in progrei^e in eome of the 
provinoea end e deep auepioion thet aomehow or other our object would be to delay 
and fruatreta the hopes of Indian independence. 

''I'he iMue of ^one or two Indiee' bed been bitterly oonteated et the eleetlone 
end the two major pertiee, the Congrea« and the Muelim Leecue. bed each of them 
elmoat awept the board in their reepertive conitinieDciee. To eome extent perhepe 
thie ontatending aucocea of the two major pertiee eimplihed tbe matter beeauae tbe 
ameller pertiee bed been relegated to tbe background by tbe electorate bat on the 
other bend, it bed of courae, reinforced both the major pertiee in their directly 
opposed pertiee. 

**There wee another factor which bed an influence end thet wee tba weetber. 
Summer in New Didhi ie not the beet niece end time for itegotiatione; exceaiive 
beet end latterly^ in June, dampneea, make it diflicult for ell pertiee to maintain 
that etmoaphere of calm end patient deliberation which is so eaeentlel in dealing 
with aueh complex negotietiona. 

Pkbliminaey Talks 

**Perbeps the House will permit me in this aasocistion to pay e very reel end 
sincere tribute to the noble Lord who presided over our Mieeion end whose ealm. 
patient and determined conduct of the negotiations was so largely responsible for 
the resulta thet wc ere eble to report.*' 

Speaking of the initial month of the negotietiona end tbe formal interviewa* 
with ell oommunitlee, eectione end individuels, Sir Stafford eeid: '*There wee eome 
critiolem of the time we spent upon tbaee interviews, but we were ell eonvinced 

tbel they were well worth while end they certainly enabled us to appreciate the 

■ .1 




mllHon people with whose repreaentetivea we were dealing.*’ 

BIr Stafford said thet before leaving New Delhi for e four*dey holiday in 
Keahmir the Miaaion indicated their hope that the two principal parties might ooma 
together for uegotietlon during their abaenca. He added: ’Immediately upon 
our return finding thet nothing further bed trenapired, we eet oureelvee tbe teak of 
bringing together tbe Muslim Lesgue end the Congrecs. We were determined not 
to lose any opportunity of reeehing an agreement. 

Apert from tbe difileuUy in arriving et a eonamon view ee to tbe form of tbo 
eompOiltion of the loterim Qoveroment there wee in these initial atejm a itida 
differeoee of approaeb on tbe pari of the two pertiee. Tbe Ooogreaa held etroogly 
that the queiUon of tbo Interim Ooverbment ebould firet be eettled alter wbieb a 
aettiemeni aa to the Ooualiiueot Aaaambly should IMlow. ^ Muslim baaguo ou 
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Um elte luuid, wm eqaalty &rm that they oould not dieotiee the oonpoiitte of 
tlM IttInriA QomoAent antil the lonic«r-ierA qoMtion mMOointed with the eettlAf 
up of the eonetitation-Aiking Atehiaery hed been eeilled. 

*4t wee not preetieeble to ohtein n eettleAent of both quAiioiit tiAulUneouely 
end we ceAe to the oooelueion th^t the beet ehenee of iiUimete egreeAeiit tt[m 
the whole Aetter wee to deel with the loaiter term queetioo Ami end thwreefler 
iAAOdintely to teokle the problem of the Interim Goveromenu It wee on tbet 
beeie thet we prooeeded. It therefore beoeme neoeeeery to work out with the 
leedere of ell mein pertiee tome beeie upon which thme pertiM would be prepered 
to meet for dieeuMion of the long-term problem. 

**Oar diffionity here wee thet the Muelim Leegue were committed up to 
the hilt to en indapendeiit fully eavereign fekieUn ee e eeperete entity while the 
CkAgroA were equelly etrongly pledged to e Unitery Indie though they hed eteted 
thet they could not compel the p^ple of euy territoriel unit to remein In en 
Indian union egeinet their deeiered will. 

Tub Simla Oonkbubncb 

**The eeoond etege of our iicgotietione wee therefore introduced by e eery 
Intenee pt'riod of pereonel in(«rvii»we end converaetion during which e Joint beeie 
wee worked out for diacu^aion and ultimeiely both perUea, while making it deer 
thet they were in no way bound cjcp4eiatfd their wiillnguAe to meet in Bimte to 
dieouee the metier." 

Sir StefTurd then quoted the baaie of the future couatituttooel etructure of 
Britiab ladie>-e Union Government deeling with Foreign Atfaire, Defence end 
Communtceiionii; two groupa of provincea, one predominently Hindu end the other 
predominantly Mutlim, dealing with ell other autiJettU which the provinoee in the 
reepeotive groupa d<?aired to be dealt with the common; Provincial Government to 
deel with ell oilier aubjecte end have ell residuary aovereigti rigbte— end commented: 
**lt wea upon thia purpoiiely vague forinule worked out in conjunction with the 
leedere of the two pertiee that we were able to bring together to confer with ue in 
Simla four repreecnteiivea ceob from the Congreae end tiie Mualim League. We 
were not over-optimietio regarding the Anal agreement at the atege but whet we 
hoped for end in feet, reelieed wee a much cloeer approach to a eolution which 
would narrow the gap between the two parttea and ao enable ua subeequeotly to put 
forward to them auggeationa for bridging that gap." 

Sir Sufford aaid that towarda the end of the Simla Talka the two eldee 
produced written atatementa of their rival demanda which* he aaid. ahowed that iMith 
had moved very conaiderabfy from their initial ataiidpointa. Sir Stafford continued: 
**lt waa not poaaible to get the partiea any cloeer to one another at Simla end ao 
with their oouaent the meetinga were termiiiatod after laattng a fortnight and the 
Mteaion announced that it would return to New Delhi and put out a etaiement of 
ita own viewa. We had. in fact, worked very hard on the production of a plan 
while at Simla adapting it in the light of the negotiaiioua and on our return to 
New Delhi we were able to Analiae it quickly ao that it waa iaaued on May 16. 

"It ia perha^ worth atating that->cootrary to the al legal ione which were made 
In eome quertera in India— we bad not gone out to India with any out-and-dried 
plan. We went out with open roinda aioce our object waa not to imiMae e plen 
on India but to help Indiana to agree on a p an amoogat tbemaelvea We did not 
deeire in eoy wey to interfere with the mekiiig of tho future conetitutiou of Indie 
which wee and ia a matter entirely for Indiana. On the othar band aa we were 
eekiog the different communictec to iotn in the forming of e oooetitution-melriDg 
body on e certein beaie which we believe to conform to the greeteat poeeible 
common meaaure of agreement betweeo them we had to offer each of them come 
eeenrity that, if they came in on thet beeie it would not be changed without their 
coneeot. 

Tbetefore be eeid the Cabinet adopted a baeto form for the future oonetiention. 
A poiut to note wea thet *Hhie three-tier eyatem* ee it had been christenedf ia nothing 
more then our reooAmendetion to the Indieo people." 

. ee It wee on that baaie tbet the Cabinet Miaeion wee eeking the pertiee 
to Join ia the fprmetion of the Conatitoeot Aaeembly it was neoeaaary to etlpalete 
that the proviaiopa ehould not be varied without e majority of eeeh of the two 
mejor oommnottiee. "Thie wee deeign^ with, we were aore* the eeeeni trf iiu 
Oongrwe to give e degree of ■eeurity to tfie Mualime if they oeme ia on the hnele 
of oar neoAAendetioiie". Sir Steflbrd added. 

OeAAonting on the pert of the CWaet MMon’e etetmaeotof May 16 giving 
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iMf MtoM for ftdoptiog tli« poauUtioii-bMU for Um elaeiioaf to the OonatltiiMi 
Aitambly. Sir Stafford md that this method bad met with very general approral. 

PBononov ton Bit aujeb , . , . 

dl the epeelal prooednre for the extra proteetioo of the mioofita* Sir 
0taiE>rd eaid: *To thte we attaeh gnat importaoee. A etratght popaiatlon*baaia te 
the Gwilltiieot Aeaembly iHth eleotion by aingle traoaferable rote inevitoUj mnlte 
in the minorlffee to aome extent, toeing Uielr weif^tage in the prorioeial IeiMat|m 
It wna wholly impraelleable to extend the popnlatioD*baaia to each of the minoritiea 
Ittdlfldi^bf beeani»e their nnmbera are ao divided np amongat the different ptovlneea 
that In praotiee, would have reaulted in aome of them not gaining any reprcaenta- 
Rpn at all. We, therefore, took only three major dtviaione— Moelima, Sikha and 
General, In die category, the Oongreae are of oonree, the vaet majority and, if— aa 
In fact they are doing— they provide adequate opportunitiea for minority repreaenta- 
tlvee to get elected, the minoritiea will gain and not loee by the arrangement. 

«<Deapite thia we atill felt that the minoritiea ahonid have aome apeeial eonai- 
deration and we were anre from our negotlatlona that both the major partiea were 
anxious to give them good and fair treatment. We propoaed, therefore, an Advisory 
Oommittee. This provides a way of initiating reeommendationa for minority 
protection in the oonatituti m in a body which abonld oonalat mainly of minority 
representatives. We believe that this method is more likely to produce sound and 
Just results than an insignificant minority in the Oonstitntion Aaaembly which is the 
most that could, by any electoral device* have been obtained for the minorities.** 

Sir Stafford said that the Cabinet’s statement of May 16 gained an excellent 
reception in India, adding **thougb of course, there were points In it that were 
critfois^ on many aides. Neither of the two parties could achieve the whole of 
their objective through it, but it presented a practicable and flexible compromise 
which we hopt'd that they both might accept.” 

Effort for Iktrrim Govt. Formation 
Regarding the formation of an Interim Government which the Mission regarded 
as matter of great importance Sir Btaffbrd said: *'We slated then (May 16) and 
we atill take the view that a Coalition Government having full r*opular support, 
wna neonsaary, and that we were anxious to settle its composition as soon as possi- 
ble so that the two things— the oonatitution-makiiig msohiiiery and the Interim 
Government— could go forward together. Moreover it appeared dear at that time, aa 
I have pointed out that the Oongresa was unlikely to accept the long-term plan 
uutii a solution bad also been found for the long-term question of an Interim 
Government.” 

Bir Stafford aaid that the lettera exchanged during the period of waiting, which 
waa essential to give the party leaders time to consult, showed a gradual elimina- 
tion of aome of the difficulties which seemed almost iDsiii)erable to the partiea in the 
firit instance. He emphasised that the pointa of disagreement were few and the 
gaueral degree of acceptance was very great. 

Of the All-India Muslim League's resolution of Juue 6, accepting the scheme put 
forward by the Misaion, Bir Stafford said: That was a great atep forward and it must 
have required no little courage and determination on Mr. Jinnah’s part in the light 
of the strong viewa held and very forcibly expressed by his followers to support 
and carry this resolution through (he Muslim League.*’ 

Provinceb* Bight to Opt odt 

Bir Stafford aaid that there were two main points which the Congreaa waa 
•treaalag as to the statement of May 16. **The first two as to whether provincea 
were oompelled to come into aeotiona of the Oonstituent Assembly in the first 
ioalanoe or whether they could stay out If they wished. We made it quite clear 
that It waa an essential feature of the scheme that the provinces should go into the 
•eetlons, though if Groura were subsequently formed they could afterwards 
opt oat of those groups. Fear waa expressed that eomebow or other the new 
piwfiiieial ooiistitutioni might be so manoeuvred as to make it iropoeaible for a 
provinee afterwarda to opt out 1 do not myeelf eee how enoh a thing would be 
poatible but If anything of that kind were to be attempted, it would be a clear . 
bceaeh of the bssio understanding of tbc ooheme.** 

Bir Stafford said that Uie eaaenee of the constiiuUon-msking aebeme was that 
tbs provincial representativea ahoutd have the opportunity of meeting together and 
delmrating upon the desirability of forming a ^’Group*' and upon the nature and 
exteut of thj aubjiota to lu dealt with by the Group. ”lf when the pattern of a 
group uldmatoly omergei, say profiuoe sriahea to withdraw .fiom the group baeausa 
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II li mil MUlified than it is at liberty to do to alter the first alaetidn undos *n niv 
eooatitelion whan with, no donbt a wider aleetorata than at pmant, that aaatlos nan 
ha atada a straiisht alaotion iaana. 

Tbb Eubopuan Votb 

'Tha aaeond point which distnrbad tha Oongrasa was as to the Eoropsan foti, 
Tha Ckmgiaos took iha tIow that as wa had laid down that tha eonstHnwon sras to 
ba mads oy Indians for Indians, Enropaans had no locus at all in tha inatlar« 8o 
far as sitting in tha Oonatitnant Assembly was oonoarned this sacmad pretty clans 
and, while wa ware in India, the Eoropaso Party In tha Bengal L^lsiatura— 
which is an important case in point— expraassd their clear intention neither to 
nominata nor to rota for any Eoropaan. BInca onr departure they hare gone 
farther and hare dacidad to taka no part In iha alactions at all and tha same has 
bean dona, I nndarstand, by tha Eoropeans In Assam. 

**Tbat matter has, therefore, been got out of tha way, not by onr decision bnt 
bj tha sansibla and oo-operatifc attitada of tha Euronaans thamsalfes, who hare 
thronghont dona their bast to assist towards tha working out of tha new regime In 
India. 

Sir Stafford Oripps oonttnued : **Befora 1 lead this matter of tha OonstUnant 
Asaambiy, 1 must mention soma of the recent reports as to tha alleged intentions 
of tha parties In joining tha Constituent Assembly. Wa saw representatives of both 
tha parties shortly before wa left India and tbay statvd to ns quite categorlealtf 
that it was their intention to go into the Assembl^f with the object of making ft 
work. 


'They are, of course, at liberty to advance their views as to what should or 
should not ba the basis of the future constitution—* that Is, the purpose of tha 
Constituent Assembly, to hammer out an agreement from diverse opinions and 
plans. Likewise they can put forward their views as to how tha Constituent Assam* 
Sly should conduct their Susiness. But having agreed to the statement of May 26 
and tha Constituent Assembly being elected In accordance with that statement, they 
cannot, of course, go outside the terms of what has been agreed to as that would 
not ba lair to tha other parties who have coma in. 

*^lt is on tha basis of that agreed procedure that tha British Qovarnment have 
said they will accept tha decision of the Constituent Assembly. As for tha Btates, 
they ncM have no anxiety. It is for them to agree to come In or not as they 
choose. It is for that purpose they have set up a negotiating committee and I am 
sure tha Committee will have the wisdom to work out sn acceptable basts of oo- 
oparatioo in the Constituent Assembly. It is upon the free consent of many diverse 
elementa of Indian people that the auccets of the new constitution will depend, and 
1 am confident from all that waa said in India that all partiea appreciate that 
fundamental fact A union cannot be forced. It must be by agreement, and it wUI 
be the taak of the Oonatituent Asaembly to attain that agreement which will be 
poisible if majoritiea and minorltiea are tolerant and prepared to co-operate for the 
lulure of all India.*' 


Interim Government 


Regarding the Interim Government, Bir Stafford Cripps said that the Viceroy 
bad atarted hit discueaione in Simla on the basis of five repreeen tail vet of the Con- 
greet, five from the Muslim League end two repreeentativee of the minoritiee. That 
baaia was to some extent, he saia, influenced by the discuesions which the Viceroy 
had conducted in Simla in 194&. 


Sir Stafford added : 'The Congrese took atroog exception to parity between 
the two partiea, and parity at tbia atage became the foremoci obstruction to pro- 
gress. lliere sre three poeeible forms of parity. First, between the Muslim League 
and the Congress on a parity basts. Second^ between Hindus snd Mnslims on a 
communal basis, and third, between Muslims and Hindus other than Bcbsdnled 
OMtes. We nre aiming at a coalition of political parties, and so were concerned 
with the first form of parity between the Mnslim League and Congress." 

*'We aonght to overcome the diflScuity about this by adding a Congress reprs- 
asntative of this Depreased Classes to their five representatives, thus making afx 
Ooogreaa to five Mnslim League still reUining two other minority represeotativsa 
one of whom would be a Sikh. This would nave given an Interim Government of 
23 In all and not 12 as originally suggested. This proposal Mr. Jinnah was piepantf 
to put to his Oommlttoa and It wonld, 1 think, have been socepted by them but too 
Oonipesi wea not atotlafied with it. At tbia , etage^ we tM to gat a meslinc 
hsiwistt Pandit Jawaharlal Nsbm and Mr. Jinnah la the hops dm at mut • 
mating, a eoavroa^ eonld ba aehlovsd, bnt that attsmpt provsd aborlivi. Timr 
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w«f apMmftlj, loma nlsnndmtaodisg by Mr. JioDdi at to ftha atotni of tlio 
origioal fiTO-fire-two propoaoL Tbia la oIiowd by bit lattar of Juna 9, wbiab nakaa 
it parlaetly alaar that oo aaaarasaa waa avar givao upon this point. It waa tba 
baaia of tba nagotiationa npon wbleb it waa hoped that an agrcamant might ba 
laaabad bat notbiiig mora bappanad. 

Prooaadiog, Hir Stafford aatd : *'Wa thua reached a complete deadlock and it 
aaamad that tba only poaaibla way to break that deadlock waa for tba Viaaroy— in 
oonaaltation with tba Miaaion— to ebooaa a ani table interim Ooremmant on a baaia 
Jadgad moat likely to ba acceptable to both parttaa in ?iew of ttaelr axpraaaad 
opiDiODa nnd to make aatatamant publicly that ha waa going' ahead on that baaia. 
Ha ao Informed tba partiaa, telling Mr. jinnab that the Gongreaa bad not accepted 
the alz«flTa-two baaia. Ibara reaulted the aecond main ataiement of Juna 16, that 
propoiad that a Government be biMlt up on the baaia of aiz Gongreaa (including one 
bom tba Depreaaad Claaaea) five Mualim League, one Sikh and two othera, a Parai 
and an Indian Ohrlatian thua making 14 In all. The Viceroy had bad unofficial 
and tentative liata of namea from both aidea and theae were largely uaad aa a baaia 
of aalaotion of tba 14 iiamaa. Tbia ended the third atate of the negotiationa. 

Mr. Jinnab*b Attitddb 

**On thia occaaion, Mr. Jinnab took up the poaition verbally that ha would 
await tba Gongreaa deciaiou before giving that of the Mualim League. Iba Gon- 
graaa ware vary much troubled by the type of parity that atill remained between 
tba Mualima and the Hindua other than the Scheduled Oaatea and alao by the in- 
olualon of Sir N. P. Engineer, not becauaa of bia peraonal qualificationa which they 
admitted were of tba bigbeat, but baoauae they oonaidered that he waa bolding au 
official poat which they thought gave him an official rather than a repreaentativa 
character. Tba major problem, however, waa atill that of parity. *Tt might have 
that, daapita all difficultiea, the Gongreaa would have conaented to thia agreement 
had not there been unfortunate and widely publiabed diacloanre of certain lettara 
written by Mr. Jinnab at thia preciaa moment. The moat important of theae waa 
that wbiob contained the following aentence : **ihe Mualim League would never 
accept the nomination of any Mualim by you (that waa tba Viceroy) other than 
tba Mualim Leaguer.*’ 

Tbia at once became a major iaaue. The Gongreaa were in fact conaidering tba 
poaaibility of aakiiig for aubatitution of one of their Hindua by a Mualim in order to 
gat over tba parity difficulty. They migbt» perbapa, have waived thia auggeation of 
nominating a Mualim had it not bean that public challenge waa at tbia moment 
made to tbeir right to do ao. 

**iba Gongreaa, have, of courae, alwaya inaiated upon the non-commnnal nature 
of their organiaation, and they have fully demonatrated tbia fact by tbeir nomination 
Of paraonnal to thoaa Provincial Qovernmenta in which they have a large majority. 
It waa made perfectly clear to Mr. Jinnab on more thau one occaaion that neither the 
Viceroy nor the Miaaion would accept bia claim to a monopoly of the Mualim appoint- 
manta, though the Mualim League were, certainly, to be regarded aa the major repreaen- 
taiiva of the Mualim interaata.” 

Sir Stafford Grippe aaid that in the atatement of June 16, the Cabinet bad laid 
down a courae which it ahould pursue in the event of both or either of the two major 
pariiea being unable to accept a Ooaliiion Government on the baaia there laid 
down. 

“If either of the partiea did not accept the acbeme of June 16 the whole baale 
of the proposed coalition fell to the ground, but we desired to protect any who had 
agreed to co-operate in the Interim Government which will be aa representative ae 
poaeible of those willing to accept the atatement of May 16. Up to June 16 thie 
Mieated the Muelim ijeague only, aa neither the Gongreaa nor the Sikhe bad upto 
that time given any deciaton. They decided, I am glad to say, to accept the etatc- 
ment of May 16 while unfortunately rejecting the Interim Government propoeed for 
seaaona 1 have already stated. Thia acceptance of the ataiement of May 16 was an 
act of atateomanahip on their part aa it enabled progreaa to be made towards work- 
ing out anew oonetitution. 

^‘Immediately we received the letter from the Congresa, we mw Mr. Jinnab and 
told him the poeitloo, giving him a copy of the letter and informing him that the 
aoheme of June 16 had fallen to the ground aince the CoiigresB bad turned it down. 
This waa confirmed the same evening. Up to that moment the Mualim League had 
arrived at no deciaion aa to their attitude to the proposal of June 16. Aa 1 have 
alr^y pointed out they, had adopted a line that they must await the Congreea 
ll^eion bfifovo theiUBolTeB deeiding. Mr» Jinneh went straight from his msqtinf with 
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ni to hk WorUnK OommitiM who hod pmcd o lOMdatioa oeeoptiDic tho oohOM Of 
Jana Itt* Pfafumablyo Mr# JloDah lold bit Working Coniniueo wbal Imd pMMCt ai 
Iho ittliTTiew, though he doce not make tbit clear in hit iettet. 

Jinnah aeemed to think that acoeptanoe by the Ootigteaa of the atatavieat 
of June 16 had pnt him into a falee poaiiion and that we ahould hare prooceded 
forth*wlth to the lomation of an Interim Government with the Mnalim League 
alone. 

^It io eaay to realiae the diaappointment of Mr. Jinnah that the Congreae bad 
not accepted what apparently aeemed to him an acceptable arrangement ot Juna 16 
for a Coalition Government oetug aet npy while at the tame timci qualtijiug them* 
aelvea for eonanltation upon the formation of aome other Interim Government by 
agreeing to operate the plan of May 16. Mr. Jinnah waa aoxioua to enter the Coali- 
turn Government at laid down io the ataiement ol June 16. but aa paragraph eight 
of that atatement made the aetting up of auch a Government deiiendent upon aoceptanoe 
by both partita, it wat impoatibie to proceed upon that baaie when one party—and 
the major partv— had atated ilt unwiliingneaa to accent. '* 

Replying nere to an interjected inquiry by Mr. Richard Butter (Conaervative) aa 
to the meaning of paragraph 8 in the autemcnt of June 16, bir buflord Orippa 
aaid : *^11 either the Oongreaa or the Mualim League would not coiiaent to come 
into the Coalition Gkivernmeot then the scheme for the uoalition Government went 
because it would no longer be a Coalition and we should have to find aome other 
Interim Government of those who accepted the scheme of May 10.*’ 

bir btefibrd continuiug said : "The situation now is tbat the Viceaoy will 
proceed to aet under paragraph 8 of the statement of June 10. There had been 
quite under-standable criticism of the fact that a purely temporary official Govern- 
ment has been set up in the meantime. 

It is admittedly necessary to take some immediate steps i a regards the Viceroy's 
Ehtecutive aa a number of ite membeta had resigned, some ol them baviiig returned 
to this country. 

^There were only two possible alternatives, either to proceed at once with fresh 
negotiations with the two major parties, or else to appoint a purely trauaitional 
government until such time as further negotiations could take place. 

Oaretakse Goverumbiit 

*'For the purpoee of such a transitional government the only practical method 
was to aet up a purely official care-taker goveiument and aa the liuuec knows that 
is what baa been done and that Government is now functioning. 1 must make it 
clear that thia it a purely temporary expedient to tide over time until a representa- 
tive interim government can be formed. 

**The deciding factor in tbe choice between the two alternativee waa purely a 
practical one. No one desired an official government bad any oilier solution been 
poeeible. Only those who have carried through tbe intensive iirgotietious during the 
summer monUia in New Delhi esn realiae how exhausted all pariicipauta were. 

"It waa essential that there should be a pause alter three and a hall months of 
intense work* and thia necessity was further emphasised by the fact that all the 
members of the Oongreaa Working Committee bad to leave for the All-ludia Oongreaa 
Oommittee meeting at Bombay on July 8 and that all partica wished to participate id 
the eleotione to the Conatitueut Asaemoly. 

*1 must here pay a tribute to tbe amazing way in which the Viceroy carried the 
the great load of these negotistions throughout all these monthe (cheers) during 
which he bad the teak of carrying on all bis many day to day duties in the Govern- 
ment of India as well. 

"it is not surprising tbat he too wae feeling tired and needed a period of eon- 
parative rest, 8o it waa that thia purely temporary expedient waa adopted. 

The next atage which will come very shortly will he for the Viceroy to resume 
negotiatione at the earliest practical moment with the two major parties for the 
formation of an Interim Government. 

This will adfflitudly be e difficult task, but we hope that tbe fact tbat tbe eons- 
lltntion-makiDg maebinary is being now at last launcheid, will make both the partlee 
realiae the abeolute neceMity for a compromise on tbe question of tbe Interim 
Government. This Government is no part of any permanent structure in India, it 
ia purely a provisional Government to carry on until such time as the new constlta- 
tioo eomea into operation and it would, therefore, seem inappropriete for either party 
to delay its formation by insietiog npon principles which for a purely tempomrj 
purpose will have no influence npon tl^ future poaiiion. 

**|lemberaof Um Miaaion would wiah to appw to all thoee on bolli Mm to 
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lodio with whom they derelopcd each trofy friendly reletione dorins Ibdr etny in 
Indie* to put eeide for ihie pnrpoee their keen oommanel end perty feeling end to 
oome together for the good of ell Indie In thie difBcnlt time when en em^t end 
repieeentetlre Government ie eo vitel to her fntiire welfere. 

Tbi Ihduv STATne 

*'8o Ur, I here, of neceeelty, oooeentreted upon the poeiUon of the two mejor 
p^ee* bat elthoagh theee repreeent e lerge proportion of the totel popnietion of 
Britieh Indie there ere other importent elemente which ere entitled to the fulleet 

de rellofl ■ 

Flzit* perhepe, I might deel with thet lerge eectlon of Indien territory end popn- 
lellon which comet within the Indien Stetee. 

**The Hottce wiil befemilier with our reletionebip with the Indien Btetee, dee- 
orlbed by the word. Feremountcy. 

We here hed e eeriee of verv lotereeting telke with the repreientetivee of the 
Prinoee end come of the lending Btetee* Minietere ee well ee e good deel of come- 
pondenoe. end we were moet impreesed by the co^operetive nttitude which they 
adopted throughout. The Ohencellor of the Chember of Princee* Hie Highneee the 
Neweb of fihopel. wee very helpful end will, 1 em sure, contribute much to e eolu- 
tkm of the probleme of the Indien Btetee. 

The Stetee ere willing end enziooe to co-operete end to bring their own cone- 
titutione into eueh conformity with thoee of Bntish Indie to meke it poeeible for 
them to enter the Federal Union. 

There will, of couree, here to be cloee negotietione between the Negotiating Com- 
mittee which the Btetee have eet up end the mejor Britieh Indien pertiee both ee 
to the repreeentetion of the Butee in the Conetituent Aeiembly end ee to their ulti- 
I poeitii 


iney oewryeu m nu imporinnt eecuon ok koc ioainn people. 

**The difficulty erieee-^not from enyone*e uiider-eetimi 
the Bikh community— but from the ineecepeble geogrephioel 
**Whet the Bikhe demand ie eome epeciel treatment 


lition in the union. 

If the eeme reeeoneble temper continuee to be ehown about theee mettere ee 
wee the oeee while we were in indie, we may well hope thet ecoommodetion will be 
arrived et which will eneble ell Indie to oome within the Union eet up by the 
eoneUtution-meking machinery. 

Tbb Bixbb 

now peee to the queetion of the Bikhe. It wee e matter of greet dietreee 
to ne that the Bikhe ehould feel thet they hed not received the treatment which 
thqf deeerved ee eu important eection of the Indien people. 

uiider-eetimete of the importance of 
reogrephioel facts of the eituetion. 
epeciel treatment enelogoue to thet given 
to the Muelime. The Bikhe, however* ee e much emeller community* five end e 
half egeinst ninety millione, end are not geographically situated so that any area 
ee yet desired— 1 do not put it out of poesibility that one may be devised— oen be 
carved out in which they would find themselves in a majority. 

It ie, however, essential that the fullest considsratiou should be given to their 
olaime lor they are a distinct and important community and this we have done. 
But on the population basis adopted, they would lose their weightage end consequently 
have ouly four out of e totel of tweuty*eight seats in the Punjab, or out of thirty- 
five in the north-western section. 

**This eituetion will to some extent, we hope, be remedied by their full repre- 
eentetlon In the advisory committee on minorities eet up under paragraph 20 of the 
eintement of May 16. 

**Over and above that, we have presented to the two main parties— who were 
both moet receptive— that eome special means of giving the Bikhe a strong voice in 
the efiTeire of the Punjab for the north-western section ehould be devised. I feel 
moet hopeful that if only our Bikh friends will maintain a single and undivided 
view among themselves and are patient that they will find their position is genei^ly 
recognised and that they will be able with the two mein parties to work out some 
ontMlnotory arrangement. 

DnPnsBaEO Clabbbs 

now oome to the third element outside the two mejor parties— the Depieeeed 


**The difficulty that arieee here ie thet there ere two climates to repreeent this 
large body of Indians. 

"One is identified with the name of Dr. B. B. Ambedkar who hee ioaght eo 
strenuously for the rights of ^e Depressed Cleeses and the other which wmn in 
dose eesooiatioa with the Oongreee. 
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**Dr. Amb«dkftr*s organiifttioo ii tomairhat mora looal io iU ehaMltr bate 
sid^ <»tced In ^mbnj and Oie ^ntml PioTincatr tlT^OoiigrM^lid ^ 
nitaiioa ii tpEead widely orer the whole eonntry, 

^We Batnrallj eonaidered with great care at to what eonld be done to obtain 
lepraaeDtalioD for both organiaationa in aceordanoe with thalr popular anpporl In 
the eonntry. 

^Tba Honae will remember that Uie electoral baaia for the Depreaaed Olaaaaa 
ra p reae a tativea ia what ia known aa the Poona Pact, agreed to under preaaure by 
Dr. Ambedkar, which laya down a moat complicated ayatem of election, In whlen 
there are primary electiona by the Uepreaaed OUaaea eleotora alone, In which font 
eandidatea are ehoaen from which aubaeqnently in the aeoond clecilon one la 
ehoaen by the general eleotora e. 

^Whether thia ia a good or bad ayatem it ia one to which the partiea agreed 
and which io in operation and aa a reault of it, at leaat in the profineial electiona 
the Congrem made particularly a clean oweep of the whole Depreaaed Olaaaaa 
eonatitnencieo. 

**That ia a fact and aa it waa almoat univeraally agreed that membera of the 
provincial legialative aaaembliea formed the onl]^ poaalble electorate for the OonaB* 
tuent Aaaemoly, It waa not poaaible, even had we deeired to do ao, to arrange tot 
Dr. Ambedkar'a organieaiion to have any apecial right of election to the Oooatituent 
Aoaembly. It had failed in the electiona and we could not artificially reatore ita 
pooition. The Depreaaed Claaaea will, of courac, have their fnll repreaentation 
through the Congresa-affiliated organiaation. We intervied leadera of that organlaa* 
tion and were convinced of their very genuine and atrong deaire to aupport the 
eaae of the Depreaaed Claaaea. 

**Here again, however, the Advieory Committee on Minoriiiea can provide an 
opportunity for repreaentation of both organiaationa and we hope very much that 
the maiorlty of the Oonatltnent Aaacmbly in aetting up that adviaory committee, will 
be generous in their allocation of aeata to all minoritioa, but particularly to minority 
organiaationa which though they have a oonalderable following in the country, have 
little or no repreaentation in the Conetitnent Aaaembly itself. 

^*Other minorities, though of courae, each important in their own field, do not« 
1 thlnk> ralae any maior queationa with which I need here deal. They will all, we 
hope, be fully represented on the advisory committee. 

Tribal Arbab 

'*I should perhaps draw the attention of the Honae to one other matter in this 
respect. Membera will observe that in paragraph 20 of the statement May 16, we 
deal not only with the righta of citisena (fondamental rights) and the minoritiea but 
alao with Tribal and Excluded Areas. Here again it was impoasible to arrange for 
any worthwhile repreaentation for these particMilar intereata in the ConatitnenI 
Assembly and in consequence we felt that having regard to the very apeoial naturo 
of the problems raised, it was far better for them to be dealt with by a mors 
speoialiaod body. We hope that the adviaory committee will appoint amall com ml* 
iteet of apecialiats to deal with these matters io variona areas so that the Oonsti* 
tnent Assembly may have the beat poaaible advice before it comet to any deciaiona. 

'*1 have attempted in what, I fear, ia rather a long review of our negotiations 
to cover tome of the major pointa, I hope that membera will not thiok that 
beeauae I have omitted to mention them, there were not a maaa of other matters 
to which wc gave moct careful attention. We meet daily, including Sundays, and 
often two or three times a day ao that we might eonsuit fully upon every point 
that aroae and despite the heat and long bonra, 1 can, 1 am sure, aay on bmislf of 
myaelf and my colleagues that we were moat cohesive and good tempered team and 
we certainly did not shirk any stogie iaaoe that waa brought to o ir attention. 

"Before ooming to a abort summing np of the aiinaiion aa I now see It, I 
want to pay a tineere tribute to all those wim whom we negotiated. It would be 
invidioas to mention nsmee but I am convinced that every person with whom wa 
deal waa gennlnely anxloua for aolution of these moat difficult problems. 

**Tliey each rightly preaaed and pressed very strongly the particular views of 
their community or party, but alao they, one and all. made very eonsiderabia 
eompromise wbieh were especially difficult in view of the very prononnoed eleoUon 
pcopa«Mda*parlod which bad immediately preceded onr vialt. 

"We are most grateful to them for their eontnbntion aa well aa for the very 
fdandlyjmd helpful way In whidi they received and entertained oa in thalr oountry. 

**We ware aant to India to try and work out with Indian partlaa a way of 
aplaang tha atmetiica of Indian Independence which has long bean platfnad md 
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eoatamplatad. Efwy flap that had baan tokra baton and aioM tba lint World Wat 
baa baaa io that diraetioo, but ao far it haa oot been poaaible to bring to full 
Irtiilloo tba plana anH proniaaa that had been made# 

'Tbera ia no donbt that at the time of our arrival in India there waa a nnivoftal 
and danfcerona apirit of frnatration and diaillnaionment The ftrat neat atep to 
oleM away tbia form of donbt and beaitation waa taken when the Prime Miniater 
made hia apeeoh In tbia Houae on March 15 laat. 

**That epeeeh whieh waa aoeorded a friendly reception from every quarter of 
the Houae and by all the Britiah Preaa had a profound effect in India. We quoted 
oome of the more important paaaaKea from it in the opening paragraph of our 
atatement of May 16 that we tried to build. 

**ln tbia atatement of Government policy the Prime Miniater in one reapeot 
and in one reapeot only went further than any Britiah Government had gone before. 

Thb Offer of i942 

*^In the offer of l942, India waa promiaed the poaition of a Dominion and it 
waa then expreaaly atated on inatruotiona from the Coalition Government that 
abottid India ao deaire to do, once ahe had achieved her independence, ahe would be 
free to go out of the Britiah Commonwealth of Nationa. 

^*Hiooe 1942 eonditiona have changed. 

*'Wbat waa then rejected would have been one hundered timea more certain 
of rejection in l946. The one hope of a peaceful and friendly change of aovereignty 
waa to offer Indiana their complete and unqualifying independenoe> whether within 
or without the Britiah Commonwealth. In that way alone waa there a hope of 
retaining their friend-ahip and ultimate co-operation. 

*'It waa largely thia change in approach, announced by the Prime Miniater on 
March i5» that made It poaaible for our Miaalon to make headway towarda aettle- 
ment. Without it our viait to India would have been pointleaa and fruitleaa. 

'^When we left India there had undoubtedly been a change of atmoaphere. 
There waa truat in the aincerity of the Britiah Government which had formerly been 
abaent and a deaire and wlllingneaa for co-operation in the aolution of fndia’a 
problema. 

**That ia the firat poaltive gain, and ia aomething which, we believe, augura 
well for our future relationahip with an independent India, whether ahe chooaea to 
remain within or to go without the Britiah Commonwealth. 

**Becond, we have negotiated an agreement between the main Indian partiea 
and acceptable to the Indian State, which providea a machinery for working out a 
new conatitution. It ia not our taak to make that machinery work. We muat now 
atand aaide alwaya ready and anzioua to help if we are wanted but determined not 
to Interfere. 

**JNo one would be ao foliah aa to imagine that the course of conatitution- 
making will be a amooth one. The principal partiea will not give up their deeply- 
held convictiona at the moment. But we have auooeeded in doing what, it haa often 
been auggeated, waa neceaaary. We have negotiated the meana of bringing the 
rapreaantativea of the Indian people together— without our preaenoe— to aettle for 
themaelvea their own exceedingly difficult problems. 

*'We believe that given the accommodation which both aides have shown in 
agreeing to the plan, It will not be impossible to work out a solution of the many 
problems that confront the Constituent Assembly. 

**Ooe factor ia certainly encouraging and that ia that all partiea are trying to 
get the very best persona elected to the Constituent Assembly including many who 
are not party men at all. 

**There is every hope that that body when elected, will represent the views of 
nearlj every element of Indian life including, of course, the minorities although it 
it ia regrettable that the Sikhs have recently withdrawn their candidates. Unfortu- 
nataiyi we did not succeed in aoomplishing the second taak which we regard as of 
grant importanoe— that of the setting up of a repreaentetive Interim Government. 

"We did not fail because of any difficulty between the Viceroy or the Britiah 
Government and Indiana. We have failed because ao far wa have not been able to 
devise the composition of a government aooeptoble to both parties. 

**In the Ultimate stages the issue came down to very narrow one upon which 
neither party wu prepared to give way— whether the Congreas could nominate a 
Muslim aa one of their repreaentativea to the Interim Government 

"It would obviously be undesirable to comment on that situation which ia the one 
with which the Viceroy will have to deal in the forthcoming nagotiatlono nor aa I 
am aura, the Houae fully tealisea would it be helpful if the members were to 
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I OM M oUin ^ the eeatmtione put forwerd. On both eidee oooviotioM 
ue h e w i tl y hold nod both puttiee utUuh giaut iaportenee to thin iwne. 

"Ite BMitu^ oi what wo aw ^ag to neoempliah oaanot be oMMOtiaMted. 
Ti It iioliiiiiR Itit ihtn Iht trtntfer by pttetf nl meant oi eoverflltuty Ui over four 
hondctd million people titntted in many divecte terhtorlee o( differinft celixiont end 
diiltieoi meet. 

**To tehieve tneh an aim would be to revltaliee the faith of the world in peace* 
ful methoda and human reaaonablenete. Snooeta though not yet by any meant 
eertain it within the graep of onrtelvea and oar Indian friende, and we may hope 
that in thia realiaation the remaining diffiouUiea may be Oferoome. 

^'There ie one thing of which I feel eeruin that every per4on in thia Houee 
and thia county will deaire their moat heartfelt wiahea for auooeaa to bo oonvevtfd to 
thoee repreaentativea of the Indian people who will ahorily be meeting in the 
Conetituent Aaoembly. 

Mr. Chnrehlira Speech 

Mr. IFinston Churchill^ who followed Blr Stafford Grippe, aaid that everyone wee 
glad to aee hie health restored. The Mouae had been anxioua about him when he waa 
in lndia» becauae theae **long intenae and aonl^aearing oonferencea^* with Mr. Oaiidhl 
and Mr. Nehru* aceompanM by the exceptional beat of the Indian aummer, might 
have impoaed a very severe etrain on him. 

Declaring that after the Parliamentary recesa, there would be a full debate, Mr. 
Ohurchill aaid that all he wiahed to ao now waa to put on record aome of the 
principal divergencea which separated them, white recognising the point to whieh 
they were ail committed. **We ar<) all committed to the offer made at the time Of 
the Grippe Mtasion in the Spring of 1942.*’ 

’'That offer waa made at a momeni when the Japanese held full naval command 
of the Bay of Bengal and it aeem«*d that India might be invaded and ravaged by a 
large Japan eae army, Aa Prime MitiiRtt^r. I tak*' my full abare »f the retponeibilUy 
for making the oner of 1942. Thoee days of pi*ril are gone, althougb we received 
no taaiataiice from the GongreHa Party of India. Their attitude throughout the war 
waa one of non-co-operation, in apite of which two iiiillioii or more Indiana volun- 
teered to fight for the cause of freedom. The Oongresa Party gave ua no aaaiatance. 
On the contrary, they did ni the utmoat injury in their power", 

Mr, Cove (Labour) : *'What did the Muslim League do? 

Mr. Churchill : **Tbc Mualim Leagne did not give active co-operation ns a 
League but the Punjab Htatea produced upwards of 800,000 voluiit«*era. The remark- 
able thing is that political partiea did not at all away the action of the Indian 
millions. . . 

Millions volunteered and millions asalsted us, all without the co-operation of the 
political parties. The people with whom the Government are dealing had no means 
of controlling the enthusiasm and loyalty of their people. 

’'Nevertheless, although we got no aaaiatance we declared that the offer whieh 
we had made should stand. The present Government bsd therefore sought our 
agreement and support in sending out a mission of Gabinet Mlniatera who have juat 
returned after an arduous experience. 

Inatruotioos given to the Mission, however, went needlessly beyond those which 
governed the war time Orippa Mission of 1942. 

*^Tbe Goalition Government offer waa of Dominion Status. Dominion Status in- 
cludes, of course, the clauae in the Statute of Westminster which confers the right of 
aeeeesion in the last resort from the Britls>i Gommon wealth of Nations. 


Offkb of Ivdbfefdbncb Ubjbctbd to 
**rhe present Govern meat went beyond the offer of 1942. They instructed 
their delegates to offer full independence directly instead of Dominion Status which 
left the final deciaion to a fully conatitoted Dominion of India after they could aee 
how they got on end how their general situation lay. ’llie result, ao far aa I cao 
aee It, which ia now put before ua, ie the immediate independence of India and 
aeveranoe of all eonatltntional tiea uniting our former Indian Empire to the Britieh 
Gommon-wealth of Netlona. I wish to regiater my diaaant from thia abort-oircuilittg 
of the original oiler* 


J thie ehort-^ircultlog or teleecoping of the normal proeedove upon 

whieh both pertiee agreed, does not give the beat chance to hope for e peaeefol eoin* 
^ olt^o Indian problem^ Having rmrd to the elemenU in India to which the 
Bom Ooyw waM t wUmmS thmoMlwo. It prrfad|««l, fn oa^TorM 

tba eaaa ol whtthm tha OMt aubMOtioant oi India, with Ita iiopalatioa ol 400 


81 



Itt CABINET UI68I0KV WOBK SEVIEWED [& ef Coni.-- 

million, ohonld rmain of its own Irae will, within the Commonwanltli of Notioni. 
Tho Oofernmeoi had the power to mefco ^ia oluiDp;e. Tbeira if the reaponaibiiity 
for mnkiog it. Hecondlj the oiler of 1942 wm conditional npon ngreement being 
naehcd among the priiictpal foroea and partica in the life of India. 

**l'hia liaa oertaiiily not been aebteved. The Miaeion proceeded tbemaelfee to 
abape the ouilinea of a aettleroent and they endeavoured aa far aa poaaible to indooe 
all the elementa eonoertied to agree to it aa a working baaia. Again, 1 do not ace 
the right of the Government to take thia action. 1 am only anzioua to make it clear 
in thia reapeet alao that aa on the queation of agreement, the Government have gone 
beyond any poatiion to which I and my colleaguea in the National Coalition Govern- 
ment were committed by the offer of 1942". 

Ckjpph contbadicts Statbiibvt 

Bit Stafford CrippB intervening : "durelr, Mr. Churobill will agree that I had 
preciaely the aanie job to do in 1942. 1 took the acheme which the Government 
egrced to and tried to get the two parttea to agree to it” 

Mr. Churchill : **You took out e different ecberoe." 

Bit Stafford Crippo : **Mr. Cburcbill ie not quite aceurete. Wbat be wae 
eaying waa that we ought not to impoae aome aeitlement and that it ahould have 
been a condition that both the parties agreed to it ; that it waa aometbing we im- 
poaed upon them, in 1942, under the Churchill Gbvernment e ecbeme waa sot out 
by the Cabinet and waa sent out and my object then waa to try to get both the 
partiea to agree to it*’. 

Mr. Churchill continued: *'He haa not got both partiea ta agree; They ere 
in moat violent diaagreemcnt and their paeaiou ie mounting day by day. In the 
aeoond placet the acheme tSir Stafford Cripps took out was a different one. In the 
drat place, that aclieme did not commend ilaelf to those to whom he addreeaed him- 
aelf and he took positive action of trying to solve the Indian problem for Indians, 
inateed of leaving it for the IndiaoM to solve or not to solve. 1 do not say he waa 
wrong. But, in 1942, he had no authnriaatioo to attempt to make a aeparate declara- 
tion. apart from any viewa built up between the Indiane. I am not making n 
oomplalnt of thia againat bir Stafford Cripps. I aay it la different from the propo- 
anle agreed to. 

^’Obuoatioms to MnroBmBB** 

^’There is a further point of great importance, namely, the faithful diaeharge 
of our obligations contracted over so many years and confirmed by so many Briiiah 
Govarnmeiiia to the vari us minorities in India. 1 was sorry that the Prime Minis- 
ter, in bia speech of March 15, should have spoken in a somewhat adverse or un- 
oert«ia aeiiae about the righta of the minoritiea because proUctioo of tbeae funda- 
mental rights affects our duty and the disoberge of pledges which we have eo 
often given." 

Mr. Churchill said that the minoritiee in India were very considerable. There 
were 40 to 60 million of Depressed Classee who were oonoerned by the lack of the 
representation which they were to receive in the Constituent Aeaembly. *T have 
received the moat clamant and painful appeals from the leaders of tbeae great 
eommuoitiea and I diacuaaed them with my colleaguea in oppoaitioo. When 
one apeaka of a community aa large as sixty milliooa the words minority 
loses much of its significance. Such immense maasea of human being deserve to 
be treated with respect and oonsidcration positively and not relatively even if there 
are other and still Urger inaaaea who take a different view. After all, in these islands 
wa have only 45 millions- much smaller than the Depressed Olaaaea of India— but 
we should be sorry to be just called a minority of Europe and have our way of life 
ordered for ua by the vote of other countries. 

When the iesue alao concerns the fundamanlal righta of these minorities, all 
pledgealn regard to them require the most scrupulous attention by the ruling 
authority at the moment when it hande over these meesee with their fate and their 
fortunes to another eyetera of government. 

”Thet ii a point which I trust we will not find to be one of the difference In 
principle though theie may be difiVrenee in emphasia. 

"Then there are the Musliroe who number about 90,000,000 and who make op 
eo large a majoritv of the martial races of India. There la no doubt that there ie 
complete leek of agreement at the present time between the two priooipal 
eommunitiee. 

**Tbe Mission have lahonred hard and they have dealt particularly with those 
two eommunitiee allowing many other valuable and gallant foroea who luve » right 
to live, alao to fall back in the Daekgrouad, 
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«T1m rqI! b 0 tvmi IbsM two eommimitiM wm nefer more wide lb to it It ol 
the fifoeent momeat. The onilook it very grew. Aceepiancf by the merliol reeco 
of IM 6nel eeiUemenl which we meke beiore we leave Itidle ie indie iiwneeble to 
future pesce. 

Among the elemente which go to nuke up Indie we have the Indian Sinlee 
which together comprlee nearly 95,000.000. 

The poeltion of there 8tatee hae been fixed by tolemn treetire made with their 
Bnlere. It ia propoeed to abrogate the IrcaUea and the principle to paramounicy.** 

Mr. Cburohlll added it waa propoeed to aboliah the principle of paramounlcy 
to whatever new central government wae act up in India. 

**lf all the minoriiiee are added together they couatituie among them much 
more than half of the inhabitanta of India. 1 am glad to eay that ao lar aa I 
underaiand the poeitlon, the Britiah Oovernment hate not renounced the prineiple of 
their diaeharge of their reaponaibility towarda the minoritice in India which aggre* 
gate at least 225.000AX) out of 400,000000.*’ 

CouerrruKMT AeextiBLY 

The altitnde of the Miaaioo and the Ooveninicnt on thii point wee expreeeed 
in a tingle aentenise of the plan they pot before the repreaentativea of India with 
whom they dealt. 

*Tbi8 aentenee declared that when the Gonetituent Aaaembly waa formed the 
Britiah Oovernment would recommend in Parliament atich action as might be neec* 
aaary for eeasion of sovereignty of the Indian |^>eo|>lea aubicet only to two provisos 
which were believed not to be eontrovcraiai^namely adequate protection for the 
minoritiea and willingness to conclude a treaty on matters arising out of transfer 
of power. 

*Thla acema to be a somewhat light and almost casual manner of treating thie 
responsibility extending to an appreidable part of the human race and touching 
those fundamental rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness which wa have 
regarded as the birthright of every human being. 

**AH arrangements which are being made by the Gonatituent Assembly and any 
treatiee which may aubacquentiv be brought Into existence between the Grown and 
Parliament of Great Britain and a new aovereign, inde|)endent Govern inent of Tndlit 
must beaubject to the fulfilment of our honourable discharge of our obligations. 

hope that we all agree with that. A bill or perhapa aeveral bills will have 
to be presented to Parllimeot and they will have to pass through all their atagee 
and that is the time when the final decision will have to be tsken. Nothing must 
be agreed to by ua at the moment on the traniference of sovereignty which will he 
any derogation of our solemn undertaking!," 

Failurb to Form Interim Government 

A great part of the Mission's woik in India waa devoted to a vain attempt to 
form coalition cabinet acceptable alike to Moaleroa and Caste Hindus. The failure 
of tlie Mission in ibis respect had led to temporary reversion to the gevernment of 
wall tried and experienced ofliciala. For the moment, Indian afTsira have turned the 
full circle and we are back again at the start. 

Mr. Ghnrchill quoted the terma of Paragraph 8 and continued: "The Moallm 
League agreed to enter this coalition government and, when the Hindu Gongreaa 
members refused and it broke down on a point of procedure. 1 understand ibe 
Muslim LeagiiS made a violent complaint." 

Bir Stafford Grippe interjecting said: **Aa to the timing Mr. Oburcbtll had said 
that the Mutitm Lmgue had accepted and that the Congress hsd refused. The 
Coiigreaa hsd refused before the Mutlims arrived at any decision and they knew, 
before they arrived at a deciaiooi that It was useless arriving m a decision, because ' 
already the scheme bad gone.” 

Mr. Churchill, eootlnuing, aaid: am not making aecuaaalona against the 

Government The General Secretary of the Muslim League has gone so far aa to 
•ay that, unleaa the situation ta elarified. It would be suicidal for the League to enter 
^e Gonatltaent Assembly. All this raiaes a moat formidable i^aue. Thoae who 
have been to India know well that agreement or opposition of the Muslims to Ibe 
affeet the whole foundation of the problem. One cannot contem* 
mate Britm troops being used to eruah the Muslims in the inierfsts of the Oaate 
Jfcllqdua Whatever our reaponaibilitiee may be and whatever may be the appointed 
gay wh en we will quit India, we must not make oaraelves the agent of a Oaatt 
Govemmant or a partieolar •eetioaal Oovaromeat in order to erueh by armed fdiee 
■i mbmyil oommunity whiah, allhongh not ao aamimmi Iq 
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pat tiMM propMhioat oad foot# on foeord and boiiig wall awora of oil 
tbo difflenltiaa and of the momentoao charoeter of iho aiepf mhm the Goferomoot 
pcopoto to nakf, we. on thie fide of the Home, ore content that farther difoaceione 
ihonld itond ofor till the Aatnmn, when full opportnnlty for entering on the 
aMiite of the Tarioue oepeete of thin problem will be aieen end when we ehall 
p oeecii fuller knowledge of the eltnatlon end of tte foreee at work In India then it 
li poeelble to have at the present time.'’ 

Bir Btawlbt RioD DiFFRBfl Fbom Me. Obuecbill 

Sir Stanly R$ed (Oouaerfetife) eeid that he presnmed that Mr. Ghnrebill hod 
•poken lor his oolleagnse on the front Opposition bench. Sir Stanley added; "1 
•peek only for myself, sltbongh 1 shell hsee the agreement of a considerable 
number of the members who sit on this side of the Houae.” 

They were faced, Sir Stanley said, with one of the gtr-atest sfents in the hit torj 
of the human rocs—the transfer of power and anthority wielded by the British 
people in India for over a century and a half in a manner which had done immense 
work for the Indian people tbemosWes. He welcomed "the wise and eouragsous 
•peeoh which the Prime Minister hod made when the Osbinet Mission was going to 
India and paid a tribute to the unexampled will, patience and endurance of those 
three eollesgueo of ours" who went on the mission. 

He said he hod looked forward for the Iasi four years to the day when India 
would enter the British Commonwealth as a free and equal partner. If she preferred 
Independence in a Treaty of Partition with Great Britain, he would nerer dream of 
standing in the way of full recognition. Uers was the choice and hers was the 
freedom. "Let us accept that confidently and whole-heartedly, however much we 
could welcome her association in the Common wealth as a free and independent 
partner." 

Sir Stanley Reed said the setting up of a Constitnent Assembly was the only 
way of placing squarely ou the shonloera of the Indian people the responsibility of 
framing their own constitution and giving them a collective means of carrying it 
oat. Tne attitude of the House of Commons should be one of full and resolute 
' confidence in facing the future and one of goodwill, cheer, co-operation and deter- 
mination to use every atom of influence and help to carry India forward to her goal 
of fall status among nations. 

Mr. W. G. Cove’s Support for Plak 

Mr. W. O, Cove (Labour) congratulated Sir Stanley Heed on his speech and 
contrasted it with that of Mr, Churohtll who, be said, was living in days that were 
long past and whom he described as an "adolescent imperialist, bereft of power." 
He believed from Mr. Churchill's speech that Mr. Churchill did not want a settle- 
ment in India, and thought that speech was deliberately chosen to provoke a stirr- 
ing among the minorities in order that the path to freedom for India might be 
mode more difficult. Mr. Churobill’s speech would be regsrded in certain quarters as 
a misohievouB speech intended to prevent progress, and be hoped it would have no 
effect in this country. 

"The plan is very resilent which fits in not oniy with the position in 
India but more particularly with that of Britain in the realm of world 
politiot," Mr. Cove said Britain could not afford to offend the Muslims. The 
plan did not recognise their position throughout the Middle and Near East 
down to the Far East. Ue hoped the minorities would not be so safeguarded as to 
prevent the voice of the msjority having its rule in India. There was the danger of 
over-obteiiion with the rights of minorities which might yet spell disaster to a 
•etilcment. 

He asked whether entry into the groups would be free or compulaory. Was 
the Oonttitueot Aisembly to be free or not free of the governing party end would 
it have full rights of democracy r 


"OOBQRgSB BAfl MADE EVERY BACRIFIOE" 

There hoe been ertifioisi atimuietlou with regard to communal diffieultiee. The 
Congress hes mode every seorifioe to meet the present situation end could not give 
up one certain vital prioeiplcr namely, that they would not brook any eleotoral, 
register bos^ purely on eommnnel ioterssu or rights. 

He hoped* having regard to the feet that the Muslim League and Mr. Jlnnoh 
hid achieved everything and even more than woe their legitimate right, that the 
League would not be bolstered up by the veriooi intereets in this oonntry to destroy 
anynope of snooecs. 

Ot, Qodfr$f Niehct$<m, OoammXtn anabu oi Om PuMuaMtat* MiBattM 
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wbifk MetDU j fittled India, nnid ihat thn Cabinet Miaeion had made out iml 
anhimBient In ^at they had aet al zeet onoe and for all iha belief that had hM 
praTalant in India that iha firitiah were willing to let Indian failure to ague to ^be 
an esonae for not making further oonatitntioual progreaa. 

Mr. TKomoM Reid (Labour) and retired cirifaerTant who had been many yeaii 
in the Eaat, recalled hia eonneotiona with India and aaid that, if the Miaaion had 
done nothing eiae» but allay the tentioo, it had done remarkably Taluable aertlea. 
The time was lon|i; paat when BriUtn could rule India without content. 8peaking 
aa a friend of India, he appealed to Indiana to net up an interim Government and 
Bweep aaide little trivlalitiea. It waa up to Indiana to tthow that they would not 
fail and diagrace themaelvea in the eyea of the world. 

Mr. Hugh Molaon ((3onaervativc) aaid that the task pf dealing with the Indian 
problem ahould be put fairly and aqutrely Ob tlie ahouldera of Indian politiciana. 
He waa glad that bir Stafford Crippa made it plain that the preaent Interim Gofern- 
ment could at any time be replaced by a Government of Indian polltleiaua and he 
hoped that would take place before long. All, he aaid, felt goodwill towards India. 

Mr. JOaviea (Laoour), who waa in India in February, aaid that he waa not ao 
much concerned about politiciana in India aa about raiaing the general ataudard of 
life. **lhe whole of Asia ia on the move and the kiog«pin in any design hr the 
future ia India. 'What happena to India in the nest few years will completely 
control the destiny of the Pacific and the entire Far Eaat.** he aaid. 

Lt.-Col. Lord /. Hope (Conservative), son of the former Viceroy Lord 
Linlithgow, said that it waa the general wish of the Uouae that India ahould not 
be a party matter. He hoped that thoae who led Indian opinion would rite to their 
great reapouaibility which waa now imminently upon them. 

Mr. William Oallacher (Oommutiiai) aaid that it waa only 2C yeara ainee the 
very prominent leader ot the Oonaervativca, Lord Brentford (late Joynam-Hioka) 
declared : **We have won India by tbe aword and by the aword we will rule It** to 
the cheera of Oonaervativea. That was Conaervative policy. Mr. Galiaoher advised 
the Government to withdraw the Caretaker Government, put the reaponaibiUty on 
the Congress and the Muslim League to co-operate in lorming a Government and 
withdraw all British troops and iiiterferenca. 

Mr. Richard Butler (Conaervative), former Under- Becretary for India, said Ihat 
the Mtsaion’a decision to oast the whole of tbe Dcpreaaed Clasaea seats into the 
General seats waa a retrograde atep and a major question of first importance. Mr, 
Butter aaid : ^'We desire to encourage India to achieve self-government**, but fulfil- 
ment of British rule meant carrying out certain obligations, in the Autumn debate, 
attention would have to be paid not least to tbe minorities, tbe Indian Btates, and 
the carrying out of Britain's word. 

Mk. a. V. Alezahdee*s Kbply to Dbbatb 


Mr. Albert Alexander, First Lord of the Admiralty, winding up the debate* 
aaid he did not complain about Mr. ChurcWIl's speech because they eapeoted that 
kind of speech from him. Apart from Mr. Butler's defenca of Mr. Ohurchill, 
all other Opposition members who had spoken, seemed to have disagreed with him, 
Mr. Alexander said. 

He added: **To say we have made divergence from i942 ia really apliiiog hairs. 
What ia really tbe difieieoce in the negotiations we have been trying to conduct 
Imtween saying, *Wtll you choose to be within the British Commonwealth now or 
ehooee independence now, or 'Will you choose to opt out now T’* 

Mr. Chur chill: 'Tf 1 am tackled on this question, I would asy there is all tbe 
difierec Te in the world. The Statute of Waatminater allows to every Dominion the 
right to aeoade. If it is raised by a great many Dominions there would be no dlffi- 
eolty about it But there mey be a great difference of opinion, if one of the Domi- 
alooa baa a proposal for acccasion raised. That might exercise a great deterrtofc oa 
the deelaton which a Dominion would taka and my hope would be that auoh a 
daiatreot would have the effect of making a Dominion unitedly to decide to reaialn 
la the Britieb CommoaweaUb— a reenlt which 1 hope we have oot altogether broahed 
wrida, Whea we ahorioirenit the process and say to them: 'Taka iudepaadenee 
DOW, don’t bliuc^ouraall to the idea that there ia going to be any reaignation cm 
the pari of tbe Bboae you are now dealing with in taking full and immediate tnili* 

E daaea. It ia wall*kaown that 1 have differed in the past yeara from the line Ukea 
the Coneerrative Government and 1 do not think we would be in tbie mlaeiabl# 
;ht to-day If my adviee had been taken then.’* 

Mr, Alexemder eoatiauad: quite uadarsUnd Mr, GhnrelUira polal el yieir* 
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Bt to ooooenad. m nuy of n an. to extend in ever; i^iUe way that great eiiela 
of iMf bnt eoraplelelf independoiil ootiona oithiD tb« Britiah Commoii wealth and no 
Oi^ would wcioome that more, aa tha Prime Mioiater had aUted, than iboae who ait 
ou Iheae (Qorernment benehea)". 

1942 APFBOACB OCT OF Datb 

Mr. Alexander obaerved that etcnu had travelled aioee 1942 and it could not 
be controverted that for the Cabinet Miaaioo to have approached the problem from 
the point of view of the aitnation aa it waa in l942 would have meant that we would 
have come back with the aame failure/* 

Mr. Alexander eaid that he regretted to hear Mr. Churchill apeak aa if the offer 
of 1942 waa only made when the enemy were at the gatea. That waa the very 
complaint wtileh Indiana made in tbeir expreaaion of doubt about Britiah bonafide$. 
Be eertainly did not think that all membera of the Uovernmeiit in 1942 made the 
offer to India on that baaia. * But* at the preaent time/' Mr. Alexander eaid, **we 
have to deal with a aituation when there ia political awakening throughout the world, 
and eapccialiy in the Eaat, and if aome attempt had not baeti made to get the agree* 
men! we have ao far aecured iu India. 1 am certain that we abould have faced a 
poiltion of upriatng ot bloodaticd and diaturbancea in India already, and with a 
future military commitment that no one could at the preaent time forccaat.” 
"Majokity of Depressed Classes Bebiiid Congress" 

Mr. Alexander reieired to puinta which, he eaid, Mr. Ohui chill bad ralmd 
about tha minoritica. The kind of argument which Mr. Churchill uaed, he aaid, waa 
leading them to think that, if they added the total number oi present minoritiea 
together, that would make a majority in India and that would be a reaaon lor not 
accaptiug the Prime Mintaier’a aiatement that ultimately, the minoritiea ought not 
to DC allowed to prevent the progreaa of the majority. In fact, if they took the 
total ffgurea of the minorities*- Mualima, Depreaaed Ciaaaea. Indian CbriatianB, bikba 
and Anglo-Indiana— and added them all together they could make that kind of case. 
But, if they went through all the minoritiea, they muai subtract from 
them all the milliont iu or liehind the Ouogreaa party. Hit experience in the last 
three montha demonatratcd that the majority of the Dtpresaed CUasea, for example, 
were behind the Oongreaa. 

Mr. Godfrey Nicholaon (Oonaervative) Intervened to nak whi^ther they were not 
departing from the epirit of the debate which had been intended to-day. 

Mr. Alexander said that he was moat anxious not to depart from the spirit of 
the debate, but he did not want to allow the impreaaion to go out that the 
queatioD of the minorities waa not a matter of concern to the Govern men t or the 
lionaa. Mr. Alexander, replying to a further intervention, said that hie experience in 
the laet three ihootba demonstrated that the majority of the Depreaaed Claaaed were 
with the Oongreee and behind the Oongreaa. Mr. Alexander said that the Congreea 
eeeured from the Depreaaed Oiasaee a very large number of efficient caodidatee for 
representation of the Assembly. Mr. Butler, he said, could raise tula matter in 
more detail during the October debate. 

He agreed very much with the tributes paid to the Indlane* voluntary war 
effort and to the two million Indians in the great atruggle thaa they were in 
with Britain for freedom and liberty. But the British were not offering this inde- 
pendence and freedom to India, simply because they had done Britain a great 
military eervioe. 

**We give It on the baaia of ita being our own birthright 
in thie country and the birth-night we desire to see given 
to men and women in all parts of the world. Ahhougb we are very much miaunder- 
atood from time to time iu the different parte of the world, the ultimate end of 
Britieb role should be to bring independeuee and freedom to the peoples with whom 
we have been aeaocialed. It is in promotion of that spirit that we have taken our 
Mieeion to India. We believe that we have got to a position where although there 
are many difficulties to be overcome, providing the main parte will combine in 
working the constitution-making machinery, there it no reaeon why we should not 
malm rapid and aubetauiial progress to the complete freedom of that great aub- 
oontlneut for whom thie nation withes nothing but good”. 

The debate then ended. There was ro question of vote. 


Muslim League Rejects Cabinet Plan 

Council Meeting — ^Bombay— 27U«. July to 29th. July, 1946 

Mr. Jlsaali Rertem D»r»lopB«Bls 

The MMtoo of the All-Iodie Mutlitu LetKue Oouncil, eelled to rreonetder the 
LeeRue** etiitnde to the Oebiiiet Miesioo*# propoeeU for lodU. beg«n At Bombey 
oo the t7tli. Jolj, teet. 

About 4d0 detPKetee etieiided the eceeion end the hell wet pecked with dele* 
getetf Yititort end Prettnen, both Indien end forriisn. 

Mr. U, A, Jinnah, opening the eettion. ttid thet whet bed heppened daring 
the three-end -e^helf montht of eonetitutionel negotieiione end tuoeequentlr bed 
eonrinoed him thet the Muetim Leeeue bed no other eouree left open to it nut to 
depend on ite own etrength end to edhere to ite goel of Pakieten. 

On the queetion of I'ritieh Cebinet Mi6«ton*e long term plen for Indie end the 
Oonstltuent Aeeembly enfieeged by it, Mr. Jinneh eeid thet Congreee ecoeptenoe of 
the plen end the Oonatitnent Ae^embly hee been rnnditionel end not eotiielly e full 
eoeeptenee. It wee the attitude of the Oongrtee which bed created the neoeeeity of 
reconsidering the decinion of the l^eegue Oouncil accepting the proposele. 

Regarding the Interim Government errengemeot, Mr. Jinneh reitereted that 
the British CAOinet Delegstion end the Viceroy had gone berk on their word eud 
hed ebendoned whet wee ennooneed ee their finet propoeale in their etetement of 
June Id, in their eegernese to “pleeee the Congrese.** 

in hie opening epeeeh, Mr. Jinneh told the delegetee thet they bed been 
summoned for certein epeciho purpose of greet impnrUnce. The first wee to decide 
whet new cotiree the Muslim League ehoutd adopt with regard to the Cebinet 
Mteeioo*a long term propasels, while the eeootid purpose wee to decide the Leegue*e 
attitude to the propoeale about the Interim Government. 

Mr. Jinneh referred to the Preee conference held by Pandit Nehru in Bombay 
after he easumed office ee Congrees President. Mr. Jinneh empbeeteed that Pendii 
Nehru hed made it deer that the Congreee wee not bound either by peregreph 19 
of the Cabinet MisetoiPe statement with regard to the final grouping of the 
provineea, or by Peregreph 15. These paragraphs formed the mein basis of the 
scheme so far as the Muelims were concerned. 

it wee precis^'ly these psrAgrspha ihst were un<»qui vocally repudiated by 
the Congrfes. Under Peragrsph 15, the prnvincee hsd the right to opt out only 
after the will of the people bid been escertetnrd under the new Oonsiitutione in 
Groups ''B" end **C”. By repudiating these psrsgrei>hs, the Congrese rejected 
not only the two basic provisions, but also the fundemnntsis of the scheme. 

Mr. Jtniiah asked whet the remedy we>t if the Congress snd tbs Constituent 
Aesembly went beyond th^ scope of the plan because the Congress had a majority 
io the Constituent Aesembly as a whole. It was hoping to take any decision it 
liked, ignoring, nullifying end repudiating the importeiii parts of the seheme, end 
thinking it could act io a manner which wee ultra vires of the righte eud fnnetiooe 
of the Oonetituent Assembly. 

In spite of this, the Cebinet Mission, like a drowning men reedy to get hold 
of a etrew, hed treated thia conditional ecceptancs by tbs Congreee as genuine. 
They had decided not only to propagate the view in this country but bed created 
the aeme impreeeion during the India debate in Parliament. 

Referring to Lord Pe&iek* Lawrence's etetement in Che House of Lords that 
the Indian partiea could not go outside the terms of what hed been laid down, aa 
this would not be fair to the other parties. Mr, Jinneh eeid thet this statement wee 
a **pioae** one. Nothing could be done if the CoDgrcee decided to go outside the 
fiiana laid down. 

Aa regerda Pandit Nehru*a etetement that the OnnetitoeDt Aesembly wee a 
eovereign body, Mr. Jinneh aeid: **ft ie no use imsgining things. The Constituent 
Aesembly la not a eovereign body. Either we eccept thia view or not. If we eeeept 
that It is not a Mvereign body, the only honourable course open to us Is to treat ft 
w eeaembly enmmoned by the Viceroy, who has been appoioled 

by ue oritteh G^mmeou It la not going to be a eovereign body by any ateteiBeat 
or allow of bravada** 
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moot pl«n propoMd by the MImIoo ftod the Yioeroy wm Botl tod could not be 
chongM. Mr. Jlsoab Mid that it had been clear that the OongreM Working Oommittee 
had reieoted both the iong«tenn and ahort«tcrm propoMla on the night of Jane B4. 
Early in the morning of Jane 25 Sir BtafiTord Crippe called on Mr. Gandhi and later 
in the day U>rd Pethiok^Lawrenee had a talk with Bardar Vallabhbhai PateL Aa a 
reenlt of tbeee intervlewa, Mr. Jinnah aald» the Congreea had been peranaded to 
noeept the long*lerro propoaala with their own iKterpretatione. on the aaturanee that 
the Interim Goferoment propoMi would be abandoned. 

Mr. Jinnah naked the Viceroy to gi?e a Mtiafaotory explanation of what he 
deaeribed aa *^a grave charge.” 

Mr. Jinnah aaid that be had not aabmitted any liet to the Viceroy containing 
propoaed namea of Miialim League nomineea for the Interim Government. He had 
naoe it clear to the Viceroy ‘hat he would not aubmit any list until an agreement 
had been reached with the Oongreaa. If no agreement waa reached the Viceroy waa 
bonnd to act up the Interim Government with the one party willing to work it. 
Only then would he aubmit a liat. llie Viceroy had inoludM hia name in the panel 
of proposed membera of the Interim Government without referring to him, Mr. 

* Jinnah aaid. 

Iff Mr. Jinnah aaid. the Oongresa thought it could go into the Constituent 
Aaaembly by by-nasaing the I^gue it waa welcome to do ao. The League would 
not be threatened by anything the Oongreaa might do. 

Bumming up, Mr. Jinnah aaid that the Cabinet Miaalon had gone back on their 
pledged word and had played into the hands of the Congreea. Under these circume- 
tanoeSi the Mualim League could not hsve any confidence in the Cabinet Misaioo 
or the British Government. The only course opi n to it would be to depend on Its 
own strength. If the organization lacked strengthf it had to be created. It was the 
only way to prevent the British Government allowing itself to be influenced by the 
Oongresa. Mr. Jinnah continuing aaid .*^The British Government can never be taken 
on their word. Within 10 dtya* the representatives of the Bri isb Government went back 
on their word. The Cabinet Miaaion tried its beat to propitiate the goddess of the 
Oongreaa and postponed the formation of the Interim Government. It has declared 
that the Oongresa had accepted the long-term propoaala, which is not acceptance in 
the real aenae of the term. 

”Our motto should be discipline, unitv end trust in the power of onr own 
nation. If we do that, the Miaaion and the British Government may be reecued, 
released and freed from being cowed down by the threats of the Oongreaa that they 
would launch a struggle end start non-co-operation ” 

Btating that all efforts of the Muslim ijeague at fairplay. justice, even euppliea- 
tion end preyers have had no response of any kind from the Oongresa, Mr. Jinnah 
declared : *Tbe Oabinet Miaaion haa played into the bands of the Congress. It has 
played a game of ite own. 

tell you the Oongreis haa done the greatest harm to the people of India, in 
which the Caste Hindus are in an overwhelming majority, 1^ ita pettifogging, hagg- 
ling attitude during the recent oonatitutional negotiations. The Congreae ia full of 
spite towards the Muslims. It has now tsken India back 40 years by enabling a 
completely buresucratio snd autocratic Government to be set up at Delhi. 

**The Congreaa thinks that it is going to walk into the Interim Government 
and bypass the Muslim League. It is welcome to go there We are not frightened 
by that and we know how to deal with that. They are talking through their hata 
wnen they talk of turning the Constituent Aaaembly int > a sovereign body— the 
Constituent Assembly that ia bring summoned by the Viceroy appointed oy the 
Britiah Government. It ia going to be turned into a aoverei^ body by the 
bravado and childiah statements of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Quoting extracts from the Congreea President's letter of June 25 tu the Cabi- 
net luaaion and the Congress Working Committee's reaolation of June 26, Mr. 
Jinnah aaid Oongreaa acceptance waa conditional. ”Any man of common aenae 
can oome to the oonclnaion only, leave alone these great politicians. It ia aur- 
prising that the Oabinet Mission and the Viceroy should consider this deoiaion aa 
acceptance, lliioughout these ne^tiationa the Cabinet Mission and the Viceroy 
were under terror and threats of the CoDgreaa.” 

The Council had also to consider what atm should be taken by the Mnalim 
League in view of the attitude adopted by the Cabinet Delegation ana the Viceroy 
in regard to the Interim Government, lu. Jinnah aaid: "They have gone baek on 
their plighted word and abandoned what was announced aa their Anal propoaala 
embodied in their atatement of June 16 .” 
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Mr. Jinnfth eontendad that the Goagreaa lealW new aotmied the long tcnn 
pUui. Its conditional aocepUnoe wat eommunlcatM to the Oabmet MiaaionDj Iha 
Oonaceas President on June 25 and waa tubaequenUy ratified by the A1CX3 at Ita 
meetifig in Bombay on July 7. 

**The Oabinet Mission'* Mr. Jinnah saidi ‘'like a droarning man ready to 
catch hold of a straw treated this conditional acceptance of the Congress aa 
genuine acceptance. Not only did thejy try to propagate this view in this counM 
but during tne debate in the House of Commons and in the House of Lords both 
Lord Pethick-Lawrence and Sir Stafford Oripps created the impression that the 
Congress had accepted the long-term proposal. This impression is not based on 
facts. The Congress Working Committee’s resolution was bad enough but Phndit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, as the elected President having taken charge of his office, at a 
Press conference in Bombay on July lO made the policy and attitude of the 
Congress towards the long-term proposal clear. In that interview the Pandit made it 
quite clear that the Congress was committed to nothing and they were not bound 
by either Para 15 or Para 19 of the State Paper. 

•‘Brute Majority" 

Pandit Nehru has stated that the Congress was not bound by Para l9 of 
the State Pap^r which regulates Grouping and which also regulates me functions 
of the Constituent Assembly. The «»ssenttal part of the scheme from the Muslim 
League point of view, is grouping B and O and it is that part of tlie scheme which 
has been unequivocally repudiated by the Congress which asserts that provinces in 
OrouM B and C are free to opt out from tlie very beginning ana not as is 
provided until the Group constitution and provincial constitutions arc framed and 
elections are held under the new provincial constitutions." 

Mr. Jinnah said that because the Congress had a "brute majority" in the 
whole of the Constituent Assembly it was hoping to take any decision it liked with 
ita majority, ignoring, nullifying and repudiating every item of tlie sclieme and act 
in a manner which would not be competent of the constituent Assembly and 
which would be ultra vires of the functions and rights of the body. 

The Congress position in a nutshell was, Mr. Jinnah said, "w«) are committed 
to nothing and we are going to the Constituent Assembly to achieve our objeoUve 
and according to our sweet will we will do what we like on the basis of the 
interpretation which have already been announced to the world." 'Ihts, Mr. Jinnah 
said, had oreated a new situation necessitating the summoning of the League Oounoil. 

Mr. Jinnah referred to the {Secretary of state's speech in ilto l^ords debate 
when he declared that the Indian parties could not go outside tin* arms of what 
had been agreed to, aa that would not be fair to the other parties. 

Mr. Jinnah said: ** Beyond this pious expression there is no effective check 
or remedy provided in the event of the Congress, which happens to nave a brute 
majority in the Constituent Assembly, taking any decision which is ultra virea 
ana incompetent of that Assembly. The Mission knew it. It was made clear to it 
that Congress acceptance was with reservations and with their own iiiterpretationa 
on some of the fundamentals of the scheme. Both Nawabsada Lisquai Ali Khan 
and myself had made this clear in our statements. The British Government were 
in possession of these details before the debate took place, yei I^ord Pethick- 
Lawrence had contended himself with the pious expresssion of hop«f. 

"Does this show any sense of responsibility or understanding on the ^t of 
the Cabinet Mission who spent here three and half months 7 Farther, Pandit 
Nehru at a mass meeting at Delhi on July 23 said that if they could not mend 
the Constituent Assembly they would end it. When some papers attributed the 
Pandit's statementa to this emotional and sentimental feelinn, Pandit Nehm 
asserted, repeated and reaffirmed that he had aaid it deliberatmy and with a full 
mae of responsibility. He made it clear ihat the Oongresa would pnraue that 
line and if neoeasary kill the Constituent Assembly .** 

Mr. Jinnah cbaracterised Lord Pethick-Lawrenoe'a statement in the Lords 
that he had faith and hope in the Indian people doing the right thing na '*inoal 
oneonvinoing optimia.«i" m view the Oongreas stand. 

*T feel we hnve ezhansted all reasons. It is no use looking to any oUmt 
■ ooToe to help or ataiatanee. There is no tribunal to which we can go. Tha 
^7^ ^ Moalim nation. (Cheers) It is no consolation to m that 

U>rd Pethick-Lawrenoe and Sir Stafford Crippa have acknowledged that we made 
ver][ aubatantial and vitel eonoeeaiona whereas the Congress had not budgid 
aa inch. 

**1 wish I eoiild honestly pay a tribute to their eouragp and ataleamanalilp 
22 
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wotob tb^ to iftdly Iftcfced in hsadling tii«e n^sotUtioni. Nor brnre I teen any 
•tgni of tbe fligbtest gesture of goodwill or eoncIlistioD or any indieation of co- 
operation on the part of tbe Congress. I am confident tbe MosUms of India are 
not going to be perturbed nor are we going to suffer from any sense of frustration. 

^'I can ten you this without fear of contradiction that ox the three parties, the 
Muslim League bdliared throughout the negotiation as an honourable organisa- 
tion. We negotiated on high princiffies. We made conoessioo after coneession, not 
because we were overawed. We did so pnrely because of our extreme anxiety for 
an amicable and peaceful settlement which would lead not only the Mudims but 
also other communities inhabiting this sub-oontinent to the achievement of 
freedom. But the Gongrem s^d there It has no other consideration except the 
one, namely, how to down the Muslim League. 

*<We worked with clean hands/* Mr. Jinnah added. *'The Muslim League is 
the only party that has emerged from these negotiations with honour and clean 
hands. The Mission went ba<^ on its words with regard to the interim Govern- 
ment The Mission to-day is cowed down and paralysed. The Congress has 
resorted to methods that even an ordinary individual will be ashamed of. Have 
you (Congress) not got the decency and have you not got any sense of honour and 
courage to say that you cannot accept the proposals because they are opposed 
to your fundamental principles and your ob^tives?** asked Mr. Jinnah. 

Demanding a categorlal reply from the Viceroy, Mr. Jinnah asserted that on 
the night of June 24, the Congress Working Committee had rejected both the 
long-term and short-term proposals. ^'Karlier in the morning of June 25, the inde- 
fatigable Sir Stafford Oripps went and woke up Mr. Gandhi in the Bhangi Colony. 
It seems he did not cut much ice. He came back and Lord Pethick-Lawrenoe 
was put on the scent of Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel, the strongman of Congress. He way- 
laid Mr. Patel on the road and took him to his house and there they concocted a 
device. The Congress was persuaded to accept the long-term proposal even with 
their own interpretations and reservations and the Mission assured the Congress 
that it would abandon the Interim (^vernment scheme of June 16. It is again 
like a drowning man catching at a straw. They wanted somehow or other to say 
that their mission was not a complete failure. 

‘*This is exactly what happened. Now 1 ask the Viceroy to issue a state- 
• ment, giving a oatogorial explanation on this point. This is a grave charge 
against the honour, integrity and character of the members of the Cabinet Dele- 
gation and the Viceroy. 

^Takistan only solution” 

**A1I these prove clearly beyond a shadow of doubt that the only solution 
of India’s problem is Pakistan. (Oheers>. So long as the Congress and Mr. Gandhi 
maintain that they represent the whole of India, so long as the Congress 
waste their money to no purpose but to create disruption among the Muslims 
and encourage men who have no sense of honour and morality by bribery, cor- 
ruption and snobbery, so long as they deny true facts and the absolute truUi 
that the Muslim Lei^e is the only authoritative organisation of the Muslims 
and as so long as they continue in this vicious circle, there can and will be no 
compromise or freedom.” 

Mr. Jinnah maintained that it was a **bogus claim” of the Congress that it 
represented the whole of India. In the elections to the Constituent Assembly, 
out of 79 seats for Muslims, the Congress had secured only three. The can- 
didate from the U P. stood from three Muslim constituencies in the provincial 
elections and he was kicked out everywhere.” 

Attack on Mx. Gandhi 

'*Mr. Gandhi now speaks as an universal adviser. He says that the Congress 
represents the whole of Jndta and that the Congress is the trustee for the people 
of India. It is an alarming status he wants. We have enough experience of 
one trustee that has been here for 150 years. We do not want the Congress to 
become our trustee. We have now grown up (Laughter). The only trustee 
of the MusHms is the Muslim nation. Mr. Gandhi is the self-appointed trustee 
of the Harijans. Does he honestly believe that the Hariians have confidence 
in him I The Harijans are a blot on any civilised community. Sixty millions of 
them who have been tied down by social and economic granny for centuries have 
been living in a miserable condition. What has Mr. Gandhi done to them since 
he asiumad charge of the welfare of the Harijans ? The Scheduled Castes are 
now odering satyagrah and going to jail. People do not and will not take to 
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Mr. JiaQfth prooeeded to expUta in defail the negotiationt mrardimc tiM 
vf np of an Interim Gofernmeat. He aaid : **It ie entirely untrue that 1 


eubmitted any lilt od behalf of the Muslim League. On the contrary 1 definitily 
said that I was not prepared to submit any list until I knew that there was an 
and if there was no agreed settlement, the Viceroy was bound 


agreed 




uade me, that I wo^d 


clearly made it known to him, in spite of his tiding to 
not accept any office so long as I was the President of the Muslim League. 

“Immediately the Congress gare its reply, we have our reply. Now we are 
told that clause 8 means something which it does not mean. Here I must say 
that Sir Stafford Cripps, when he was questioned in the House of Commons, 
found it very difficult to wriggle out of it and ho resorted tojugglery of words 
and misleading the house. I am sor^ to say that Sir S. Cfripps aebascd his 
legal talents and put this dishonest interpretation on this clause. He over- 
powered the venerable and idealistic Secretary of State.** 

Mr. Jinnah deplored that too much prominence had been givco to the inter- 
view he had with the Mission on June 25. The Viceroy reeetved the Congress 
reply at about 11 or l2 noon that day. It iiad not been stated anywhere that 
we were time-barred in accepting the proposal. It was not stated that t^ offer 
had been withdrawn. Of course they would have been entitled to withdraw the 
offer had both parties not accepted the offer. A fantastic and diabonest construe- 
tiou was pat on the clause “by that ingenuous juggler of words, Cripps, to evade 
the formation of the Interim Government *' 


Mr. Jinnah criticized Lord Pethik Lawrence's statement that ho (Mr. Jinnah) 
could not have a monopoly of Muslim nomination. “ 1 am not a trader.** Mr. 
Jinnah said. “1 am not asking for concessions for oil nor am I higgling and 
haggling like a banya. Is it not absurd for the Bocretary of State for India to come 
out with this phraseology. Are the Muslims a commodity ?" 

Blr Jinnah maintained that right from the beginning he had objected to the 
inclusion of “squisling Muslims" in the Interim Government. The Viceroy himself hid 
in his letter to the Congress Kresideut on Juno 92, stated that he would not have 
any non-Lcague Muslim. If Mr. Jinnah had that monopoly then, be asked, did he 
lose it «fter two days. The reason was the (Congress did not accept it 

Mr. Jinnah thought that the Congress had acted throughout in a petty 
manner and their objective was to discredit and humiliate the Muslim League, 
If the Congress was really a national body representing the whole of India, tnen 
why should it bestow its attention only on the Muslim and not on other 
communities T 


Night SmsIob 

When the Council resumed its session at 9-30 at night, Mr. Jinnah annonneed 
that there were several resolutions tabled for discussion by members of the 
Council. Bftr. Jinnah said that in view of the Cabinet Mission having gone back 
on their word on the question of setting up an Interim Government, the League 
Connell had to decide what steps they had to take. 

“We have accepted the proposals— both the long-term and short-term. And 
now the vital questions are first: What are you going to do with that decision 
of yonrs 7 Is (hat decision to be scrapped and m<>difted and in what way 7** 
The second question was what the League Council had now to say about the 
Cabinet Ddegation and the Viceroy, who had gone back on their own words. 

Since t& scheme of Interim Government had been scrapped, what was left 
waa only the long-term proposals and the Council had to decide «hat they would 
now do with these. “Do yon want to scrap it or modify it 7** Mr. Jinnah urged 
the Bsembers to confine themselves to these two points in their speeches. 

Over a dozen reaolations, which had been tabled by the League Oonnell 
members, varied from total ration of the Cabinet I>eiegation*s proposals and the 
latinchtng of an immediate straggle for the achievement of Pakistan to aeeeptanea 
strictly on the basis of parity in idl msttexs relsting to the eonstitation-maklBg 
Body and the future Union Chrvemment. 

Ahtf all thiss resolutions had been resd out by Nswabsada Lisquat AU Xhaiit 
Gencsnl Beoietary, a general disemssioa began. 
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8iB F. K. Noov'i Thbbat 

loitUUng the dabAta, Sir Jt*§roM§ Khun Hoon taid the Congreea wm reepon- 
•Ible lor the oAouil EsecatiTe OoaneU lunctioaiag at the Oeatre to-day. the 
Oougreie thialu taat thia Eseoatire Ooaooii U ahort-lired, they are rery mach 
misukea. In the abeenee o£ an agreemoat between the maior partiee in the 
oonntry, it might oontinoe for 10 or i5 years.'* 

Hfr Feioie pointed oat that it was in the interest of the British to keep this 
ofBoinl Eaeeatife Ooaneil in poeer to oontinue the economic exploitation of the 
oonntry. **Let the Oongress realise that the British owes India i,j 00 erores of 
rapees by way of sterling debts. There is an econosiic drain on the country* 
which will never be known to the world unless the Government wanted to tdl 
them. Fourteen annas out Of every rupee thus drained would go from the 
Congrcws and the Hindus. 

the Ooiigress was thinking of getting into the Executive Council without 
the Leagne* let tnem do it. shall stand aside. Let us see how they work it. 
They will not be able to work it for a day." 

Sir Feroxe Knan Noon counselled the League to keep out of the Constituent 
Assembly as well in the same manner. '*The long-term proposals are nothing but 
a trick to keep us busy quarrelling with each other for the next fifteen years. The 
British Qovernment wants peace in India for the next four years while they are 
in power* and the most convenient device is to keep us engaged for sometime with 
some proposals. " 

m Ferose pleaded for an understanding between the Congress and the 
Mttdim Imcuc without which there was no use going into the Constituent 
Assembly. ** Unless we have an agreement out of court* it will be most futile* foolish 
and suicidal for the Muslims to go into it. (Cheers.) We are not going there 
merely to be out-voted." 

Alternatives Before League 

Having accepted the Cabinet Mission's proposals* there were two alternatives 
now before the League. '*lf the Congress do not agree out of court with us, we 
can go into the Oonstituent Assembly but not take part in the Union part of it. 
The Muslims can draw up a constitution for Pakistan and the Hindus for Akhand 
Hindusthan. But then both these will go to London and probablv remain in the 
archives there for ever. But even this will be dangerous for the ^lu8lims* because 
the British Government will pick out some weak points and as self-styled arbitra- 
tors press something else on us. 

**The best for us is franklv to admit that we made a mistake in accepting 
the Union of some sort proved in the scheme and go back to our Pakistan ideid 
(Cheers.) The path of wisdom lies in the total rejection of the constitutional 
proposals. We will sit quiet and do nothing until the Congress has made the 
British quit. We shall eliminate ourselves for the time being, for* somebody has 
got to make sacrifices to achieve freedom for the country. We* Musaimans* shall 
sacrifice* if we want freedom for ourselves* when we know that neither Britisher 
nor the Hindu is willing to make us free. From our own point of view* it is 
better we fight one of them. When the Oongress has turned out the Englishman* 
we will know how to fight the Congress. (Cheers.) Brave can never be ruled by 
oilers, ^newed cheers). 

Bir Ferose Khan Noon stated the Muslim League has committed great 
mistake in putting our cards on the table as straight and honest men dealing with 
W M m whose words we trusted and whose intentions could not be doubted. The 
aeoond mistake was when we departed from our ideal of Pakistan, a completely 
•overeign Btate for the Muslinw of India* the issue on which we fought and won 
the eleotions. Ever since* we have fallen lower and lower. If you depart from the 
ideal* your movement will be dead in five years. Whatever programme we made 
lor our futuxe political progress* therefore, let there be one guiding beacon before 
us— a lull sovereign* separate Btate of Pakistan. (Cheers.) If at any time we felt 
that we were willing for a partial Union at the Centre* that was only a stepping 
stone Iwards Faktstan. 

Sir Ferose uttered a warning that if the British Cabinet Ministers 
had gone back on their words once, thoy would do it again in respect of the long- 
term proposals. 'Those very Congress threats which frightened them will again 
weigh with them with regard to the constitutional long-term agreement You 
cannot look into the present Govemmmit in Britain for the protection of your 
tights. That door is mosed* so far as we are concerned. Our future does not lie 
hh Ihe bimds of the British." 
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DBMAND fob WlTBDEAWlMO LbaOUB SUPPORT 

MoMlana Hasrai Atohani moved im reeolttiiua eugiseiiiog that the Mntlim 
Leagae acceptance of the JdiMion's proposale be withdrawn. The Moulana aaid 
there waa no more room for any negotiationa with men who had broken their 
^plighted work. The time had come for revolutionary action, ihe diuaUm League 
muat revert back to the demand for sovereign i^akietan and devise suitable mea« 
i surea for its achievement Moulana liazrat jlphaui suggested that the Jduslim 
members elected to the Oonatituent Aaaembiy be asked to form themselves into a 
committee of ^kction for the purpose. If the Quaid<e-Azam will only give hia 
word, the .Vlunlims of India will rise in revolt at a moment's notice, ' he added 
amidbst cheers. 

Moulana Karam AH moved a resolution demanding the immediate launching 
of a struggle against the British. "There is no other course left open 
to the Muslims. vVe should not go into the Constituent Assembly." Maulana 
Karam Ali >ilso suggested that the Muslims should begin an immediate boycott of 
British goods. , , . . . ^ 

l>r. Aoiul Hamid Kati urged that any settlement now with the Ckingresa 
should be based on the principle of parity between ihe Congress and Muslim 
League in the proposed Interim Government, the Hindus and Muslims in the 
Constituent Assembly and in the Union Uovernmen. and in the Union Legislature 
when it was formed. The Muslims, he said, were noi going to trust the Hindu 
Congress, who were given to p tty bargaining, any more than they would trust 
the British liovernment. He did not agree with Sir Feroso Klian >oou that the 
Muslims should stand aside and let the Hindus settle with tlic British. "The 
Muslims must come into the held now and tight lor itidepeiidence*~uidepoiidcuce 
not only for I'akistan, but for Hidusthan as well. Alter a resting power from the 
British for the whole of the country, the Muslims should establish their own 
Government in the Pakistan areas and make a free gift of the other three-fourths 
of the country to the Hindus. (Cheers.) 

Ktian Bahadur Jalaiuddin su,(gestcd thst the Muslims should begin with 
renouiiciug iheir titles and pursuing a more active pmiciial programme. He 
added tuat Mr Jinuah scould give a directive ij he Muslim nation to renounce 
their titles from the British uovernmcut. ihis would only be the tirst step, and 
the people should be prepared for further sacnticcs. 

Raja Ghaznafar AH' /iTAan (Pufij4b; oondeuiiicfl the"militant and aggressive 
attitude" of Pandit Jawsharial Mehru and said that the Congress aith lU over- 
whelming ms] irity in the Constituent Assembly hop d to crush i.m Muslim League. 
Musliois could not rely on the promises oi the British but should develop their 
own inherent strength and fight tor ihe achievement oi Pakistan. He advocated 
direct action, but as to wiieu and in what manner it should be launched, should 
be left to the League Working Committee, if jur. Jimiah gave the call, Kaja 
Ghaznafar Ali said, Muslims from all walks of life would cuiuo forward to carry 
ou the Btrugle for the attainment of PakiSiau. 

The session adjourned at midnight 

Second Day — Boinbay--*28th. July 1946 

Discussion on what attitude the Muslim League should adopt in view of the 
"new situation that has been created" was cotuiuucd at the resumed sesaiou of 
the Le^uc Council this morning. 

eftr Ghulam Husain Hiaaui^tullah, Premier of Bindh , Sir Azizul Haque. 
former member of thi Viceroy's Executive Council, and Mian Iftikaruddin Ahmed 
(Punjab) were the principal speakers to-day. Bir Ghulam Hussain sMd that the 
time had now come for the league to take some action instead of indulging in 
•peech^ 

Sir Azizul Haquz said that the decision of the All Indis Muslim Lesgue 
(}ouncd in June iast to accept the British cabinet Mission's proposal was not 
a niatatt as Bir Firoze Khan Noon had said last night The decision of the 
Muslim ^sgue to accept the proposal was a great act of statesmanship. 

^Hma Begum (Puniab;, the first speaker this luoruing, assured the whole- 
hearm support of the iluMim women to any programme of direct action that 
might be lanoched by the Muslim licague. **Since the adveni of the tlioughi of 
the Constituent Assembly, the Muslims had forgoiteo their demand for PskUtaa* 
They an under a great dmusion if they think they can Mford to forget Pakistan'* 
she declared. 

iff* tmmzuddm Khan (BeagM) warned the Council againat taklag any 
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eipitA$e Motion and askad them not to aUow aninr and paaaion to inflnenee their 
doaiaion. « fie auggeetad that the Mnalim XiMgaeTreaideni, Mr. Jinnah, be autho- 
riaed to .deal with the maent aitneiion aa w3l aa any other aiination that might 
aite in the fntaie aa he thonghi dt and alto to withdraw the Leagne aooeptance 
01 the long-term propoaala il lonnd neceaaary. This in hie opinion would be the 
proper eonrae for the Oonneil to adopt. 

ifr. Jinnak interrented in the debate at thia atage and aaid that while he 
anpreeiated the high eateem aud conftdanoe placed in him* he wonld like the 
Oonneil to decide the future oonrae of aetion. *‘Mr. Tamizuddin Khan'a suggestion 
ahifta your reaponaibiiity on to my ahoutdera. I want you to take your own deei- 
aion after aaeertaiuing all the facta, which I have placed before you,*' tie aaid. 
‘*It ia true the Cabinet JL^Iegation and the Viceroy have betrayed the Mualim na- 
tion. We accepted their prj$^al aa a whole, both long-term and ahort term. But 
aince they have acrapped the interim propoaala, you have to decide what we should 
now do, for the propoaala lare interdependent and inaeMarable. “Of the three 
partiea to the proposals, the Delegatioo and ihe Viceroy have acrapped the interim 
propoaala. The Congreaa, one of of the two major partiea, has accepted the plan con- 
ditionally* which is no acceptance at all. What security ia there for the League to go 
into the Oonatituent Aasemoly when the other msjor party haa not accepted it and the 
third party aorapa a vital part of the proposals and says, *We nave faitb, hope and 
confidaoce in the fndiaua doing the right thing ? 

am not prepared to accept responsibility for any decision as to the future, 
unless you force it down my thought. It is your bounden duty to decide what we 
should now do, for you are the parliament of the tiuslim nation. The president and 
the Working Committee will carry out any policy laid down by you." 

Mian Iftikharuddin appealed to the Congress to obstrve the rules of the game 
in working the constituent assembly and not to go beyond the scope ol the British 
cabinet Mission's proposals. Unless ihe Congress agreed to work hand in hand with 
the L ‘ague* the constitutional problem would never be solved. By accepting the 
British Cabinet Mission's proposals, Main iftikharuddin added the League had 
given up its demand for sovereign l^akistan. Now it was for the Congress to 
reciprocate this gesture. 

Mian Abdul Hava supported the plea for immt diaie direct action by the 
League, fie said whtle denying to Mr. Jionah the right to nominate all the Mus- 
lima in the Interim Government, the Secretary of Btatefor India had repudiated 
the representative character of the League. 

Mr, Abdul JJassan said Muslims should resist the attempts by the Congress 
in the name of freedom and liberty to dominate over them, fie wanted the league 
to forge sanction for any demand they might make and aaid there should be 
sovereignty in the groups. 

Sardar Shaukat Hyat Kkan^ voicing the young Muslims' point of view* said that 
Muslim India supported the Lci^ue CouncU's decision to accept the Cabinet Mission's 
proposals in the hope that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru would join the League in fighting 
British Imperialism. He said it had now become clear that the Congress was not 
against British Imperialism but against the Muslims. He said the Mushms Hhould not 
fight on two fronts. They should first fight the British, and il the Congress allied 
itself with the British then the Congress too would have to be fought. The League 
should go to the Constituent Assembly and there prove the Justice of its case. 
If the Congress were to refuse the claims of the Muslims, the Muslim members 
in the Constituent Assembly should sit and frame their own constitution for 
Pakistan* 

The Council adjourned at 1-90 p.m. Before adjourning the fiouse, Mr. 
Jinnah announced that the Working Committee would draft a resolution on the 
lines of the views expressed in the Council and would place it before riie fiouse 
on the next day. 

Third Day^-Bombay— 29kh. July 1946 


League Rejeels Csbiaet Plan 

Tne League OouncU unanimously decided to-day to reverse its Delhi derision 
aceepting the Cabinet Mission's scheme embodied in the (State Paper of May 16 
last. The Counril's decision, which means that the Muslim League .will not parti- 
cipate in the propo^ Constituent Assembly, was taken on a resolution placed 
l^re it by the Worldng Committee of the League. The resolution was presented 
to the Council at half ^t twelre to-day after the Council had been ia session 
te two honxs. 
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Ifr* ftDimneed to Connetl that »fter • mol d«o] of coaMmMom 

Uie WorkiDg Committee hod decided to withdrew ihel>ogue*e ocoeptOBoe of the 
Cobinel Del^otion't propoiols. He tmd thol the decioioo hod been Uben oftw 
oooeiderotion of oil ospeoto*' ond odded, -‘We opent coneideroble time in 
preporing the droft reBOlntion.” 

HaUHibMada Liaqat AH Khan^ Generol Beoreiory of the Muilim Leogne, 
moved the xeeolation. 

By onother resolution theLeogne plons Btoriiof; direct oction **to orhieve Phki* 
Btoa ond ossert their just rights end viodicote their honour ond to get rid of the 
present slovery under the British ond contemploted future Ooste Hindu 
dominotion. 

Both the resolutions were unonimously possed by the Council. 

'I he resolution regordttig direct oction inter alia soys. * os s token of their 
deep resentment ot the Mttitude of the British toirordt the Muslimiy the Musol- 
mons hove been osked to renounce their titles forthwith conferred by this olien 
Government.** 

After the two resolutions hod been unonimously possed by the Leogue Ooun- 
oil, Mr. Jinn oh oddressed the Council. 

Mr. Jinnsh concluded his holf hour's spmh with the words, '*Now let us 
morch on" ond quoted the Persion poet Firdousi for his motto, **We don't wont 
wor but if you wont it we occept it unhesitotingly." 

Immeuiotely ofter the Council hod fiosscd the two resolutions before the 
House, o number of top-rotiking Muslim l^oguers ond others otKuiding the session 
onnounced thot they hod renounced the titles thot hod been conferred on them by 
the British Government, os required under the terms of the second resolution. 
These included Hir GhuUm Hussoin Hidayotulloh, the Bind Premier, Hir Nssim* 
uddin, ex-Premier of Bengol, Sir Ferox Khon Noon, Nowob Bir Mehr Bhoh 
fPan)ob), Sir M. Saodulloh. ex-Premicr of Assom, Ro}o Ghsxnofor All Khon, 
Khon B^odur Ehiihro, Minister, Bind. 

Khan liaharfur Jalalud tin (N W.F P.) wos the first «o osc«nd the n1«tform 
ond surrender his title. Others who surrendered their titles were Khon Bohodur 
Ho}i Hoson AH Ibrohim (Bomboy) Khan Bohodur Koromot tli, Khon Boheb Ali- 
bhoi Potel < Bomboy) Khon Bohtdur Aroiod Ali, Khon Bohodur Abdulloh«ol- * 
Mohmud (Bengal), Mr Hoson Ispohani IM.B.lB) 

Nawahtada Liaqnt A/i, General Becretory of the I/eoguc. announced thot 
although the prefix Nowobsodo to his name was not o title conferred by the 
British Government he wontc<l to be oddressed only as Mr. Lioqot Ali Khon. 

Frenzied theers broke out os each of the above Muslim Leaguers oniionnoed 
the surrender of his title ond Mr. Jinnoli bod to intervene ond soy thot he ahored 
the joy of the house in the surrender of the titlcss but he wonted it to be done 
in o disciplined manner. 


Reieetion of Csbiool Plan 

The following is the text of the resolution rejecting the Cobinst Mission's 
preposola : 

On the 6th of June 1946, the C'Ouncil of the AlMudio Muslim League oocepi- 
ed the scheme embodied in the Statement of the Cabinet Delegation ond the 
Viceroy doted 16th May, 1946, on<i explained by them in their statement doted 
25th May, 1946. The scheme of the ('abinct 1>elf*gotion fell for short of the 
demand of the Muslim notion for the immediate establishment of on independent 
and fully sovereign state of Pakistan comprising the six Muslim provinces, but 
the Council accept^ a Union Centre for ten years strictly confined to three subjecto 
VIZ , Defence, Foreign Affairs ond Communications, since the scheme laid down 
owUin fnndomeoUls ond safeguards ond provided for the grouping separately of 
the six Muslim provinces in sections B ond C for the purpose of framing tlieir 
proyindd ond group constitutions unfettered by the Union in any way ana also 
with a view to end the Hindu Muslim deadlock peacefully and occclerote the attain- 
ment of freedom of the peoples of India. 

In arriving at this dMision the Council was siso greatly influeneed by tbs state- 
ment of the President which he made with the authority of the Viceroy that the 
Interim G^emment which was an Intefqral part of the Mission's Selieiiie was 
going to ^ tomed on the basis of a formnla viz., five Muslim League, five Oon** 

Indian Christian or Anglo-Indian, the most Important 
portfolios to be dist^tod equally between the m&r parties, the Mosllm uiunie 
and the Ckmgiesa. The Council nothorised the President to take such dcMdn 
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ft&d action with regard to further details of setting up the Interim Gofcm* 
ment as he deemed (It and proper. In that very resolution the Council also 
reserred the right to modify and re?ise this policy if the course of e?enta 
so required. 

Bbitisb GovBRNMisirT's *<Bbbacb of faitb*' 

The British Government have committed a breach of faith with the 
Muslim li« agae in that the Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy went back on the 
original formula otb: 5: 2 for setting up .the Interim Government to placate 
the Congress. The Viceroy^ having gone back on the original formula 
upon the faith of which th** Muslim League Council came to their decision on 
June 6, suggested a new basis of 5:5:3 and after carrying on consider^ 
able negotii^ons with the Congress and having failed to get the Congress to agree 
intimated to the parties on June 15* that he and the Cabinet Delegation 
would issue their ti'ial statement with regard to the setting up of the interim 
Government Accordingly on June 16, the President of the Muslim League 
received a statement embodying what was announced to be the final decision for sett- 
ing up the Interim Government by the Viceroy, making it clear that iiE 
either of the two major parties refused to accept the statement of June 16, the 
Viceroy would proceed to form the Interim Government with the major 
party accepting it and such other representatives as were willing to join. This was 
explicitly laid down in paragraph 8 of the Btatemcnt ot June 16 

Even the final decision of th»^ Cabinet Mission of June 16 with regard to the 
formation of the Interim Govrnment was rejected by the Congress* the 
Muslim League definitely ac<*cptod it -although it was different from the original 
fornoula ie. 5 : 5 : 2— because the Viceroy provided safe-guards and gave 
other assurances wnich are in his letter dated June 20, 1946 

The Viceroy however scrapped t'le proposal of June 16 and postponed 
the formation of the Interim Government on the plea concocted by the legalis- 
tic riden s of the Cabinet Mission putting a most fantastic and dishonest 
construction upon paragruph b of the statement to the effect that as boUi 
major p irties, i.e. the Muslim League and the Congress, had accepted the statement of 
May 16, the question of the Interim C^vernment could only be taken up in 
* consultation with the representatives of both the parties de novo. 

CoNORBSs Attitude TO the Constituent Assembly 

Even assuming that this construction was tenable fur which th* re is no 
warrant* the Congress, by their conditional acceptance* with reservations and 
interoretation of their own* as laid down in the letter of the Pnsident of 
the congress dated June 25 and the resolution of the Working Committee of the 
Congress passed at Delhi on June 26* repudiating the very fundamentals of the 
scheme had* in fact, rdected the statement of May 16 and therefore in no event 
there was any justification whatsoever for abandoning the final proposal of 
June 16. 

As regards the proposal embodied in the statements of May 16 and 3> of the 
Cabinet Ddegation and the Viceroy, the Muslim League alone of the two major 
parties had accepted it. 

The Congress have not accepted it because their acceptance is conditional and 
aubjeot to their own interpretations which is contrary to the auihoritative statement 
of the Delegation and the Viceroy issued on May 16 and 25. I'he Congress have 
made it dear that they do not accept any of the terms or the fundamentals of the 
scheme but that they have agreed only to go into the Constituent Assembly and to 
nothing else, and that the Constituent Assembly is a sovereign body and can talto 
such decisions as it may think proper in total disregard of the terms and the baais 
on whioh it is to be set up. Subsequently they made this further clear beyond 
doubt in the apmhes that were made at the meeting of the All-India Oongresa 
Committee in Bombay on July 6 by prominent memDers of the Congress and in 
the statement of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the President of the Congress, to a Frees 
oonferenoe on July 10 in Bombay and then itfain even after the debate in Parlia- 
ment in a public speech by him at Delhi on July 22. 

The result is tnst, of the two major parties, the Muslim League alone has 
aoeepted the statements of May 16 and 25 according to me spirit and letter of the 
proposals emb^ied therein and iu spite of the attention of the Secretary of State for 
India having been drawn to this Hituation by the statement of the President of the 
Muslim Lea^e of Jnly 13 from Hyderabad (Deooan), neither Sir Stafford Crippa in 
the House of Commons, nor Lord Fethiok-Lawreooe in the Houae of Lords, in the 
course d the leoent debate, have provided mr enggesled any means or machinery to 
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pfmit Um Contytmnt Amiablj from toldog daoltioni whloh would be uiira ethm 
•ud wol eompfleni for the Afoembly lo do. The only reply to ibio mailer lhal Ibe 
SeorelMef of Stele gt^e wm mere espreMioo of a pioua hope end tee etetemeet 
**lluil would not be fair lo the other parUM who go in.*' 

Onee the Oonetitnent Aeeembly has been eammoned and hen met, there le no 
profiteon or power teat could prevent any deeieion from being taken by the Oongreee 
with lie overwhelming majority, whloh would not be oompelent for tee Aeeembly 
lo take or which would be ultra vire$ of it» and however repugnant it might be lo 
tee letter or the epirit of the eobeme. It would reel entirely with tea majority lo 
take eneh deeieione ae they may think proper or suit them ; and the Oongrem haa 
already aeenred by aheer numbm an overwhelming Hindu caate majority and they 
will be in a poaltion to uae the Aaaembly in the manner in which they have already 
declared i.e. teat they will wreck the baaic form of the grouping of the provineea» 
and extend the eeope. powere and eubjecta of the Union Oentre, which ia conSned 
atrictly to three epeeific eubjecia at laid down in paragraph 15 and provided for in 
paragraph 19 of the atetement of May 16. 

T'he Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy collectively and individually have elated 
eeverti timee teat the baaic principlca were laid down to enable the major partlea to 
join the Constituent Assembly and that the scheme cannot suocaed unless it is worked 
in a epirit of co-operation. The attitude of the Congress clearly shows teat these 
conditions precedent for the successful working of the constitution -making machi- 
nery do not exist. This fact, taken together with the policy of the British Govern- 
ment of sacrihciog the Interests of the Muslim nation and some other weaker sec- 
tions of the peoples of India, particularly the Bcheduled Castes, to appease tee Con- 
gress and tee way in which they have bMn going back on their oral and written 
solemn pledges and asauranes given from time to time to the Muslims, leave no 
doubt teat in these circumstances the participation of the Muslims in the proposed 
constilution-making machinery ia fraught with danger and the Council therefore, 
hereby withdraws its acceptance of the Cabinet Mission’s proposals which was 
communicated to the Secretary of State for India by the President of the Muslim 
League on June 6, 1946. 

Bibolotioh on Diebct Acnow 

The following is the text of the resolution on Direct Action: 

Whereas the AIMndia Muslim League has to-day resolved to reject the propo- 
sals embodied in the statement of the Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy dated 
May 16, 1946, doe lo the intransigence of the Congress on the one hand and the 
breach of faith with tee Muslims by the British Government on the other ; and 
whereat Muslim Indie hes exhsueted without suceets all efforta to 6nd a peaceful 
eolation of the Indian problem by eompromiee end constitutional means ; and where- 
as the Congress ia bent upon setting up a Caate Hindu Rsj in India with the 
connivance of the British and whereas recent events have shown that power polltloa 
and not juitlee and fatrplay are deciding factors in Indian stfsirs; and wbereaa It 
haa become abundantly clear that the Muslims of India would not reel content with 
anything leaa than tee immediate establishment of an independent and full aovere- 
Ign etate of Pakistan and would resist any attempt to impose any oonatitutlon, long- 
term or ahort-term, or aetting up of any Interim Government at the Centre without 
tee approval and consent of the Mnalim Leegue, the Council of the All-India 
Mualim League Is convinced test now the time hea come for the Muslim nation lo 
resort to direct action to achieve Pakisten and assert their just rights and to vindi- 
cate their honour and to get rid of the present slevery under the British and coo- 
templated future Oaete-Uiodu domination. This Oouocii oalla upon the Muslim 
uation to atend to a man behind thdr sole representetive organisstion, tbs All- 
odia Muslim League, and be reedy for every BacH6ce. This Oouoctl dirsets the 
Working Committee to prepare forthwith a programme of direct action to carry out 
m pdicy initiated above and to organise the liualima for the coming struggle to be 
lanochcd ae and when neeeaaary. 

Protest minet and in token of their deep reeentment of the ettitude of 
m Britteh, teie Gouoeil esile upon the Moellme to reuouauce forthwith the title 
eoatend npoa tbrn. b, Um dliea Oorerament 

JnKAH’s Dwob or Dioiaon 

ft. Jiimfk, nridM proloagid ebMHi immwli.UI, .fter Um How, bMl aoMU* 
moml, the two nwolaiioa., deotoNd. "Wbot wo boT. done to^io, i, the 

Moot Uot^ Mt ia oar bhlm. Notoc ba.a wo lo tb. wbolo blotory of tbo, Leant 
doae aartUait aaeept b, eoaeUlatioaal aieU^ Md b, ooaetftaUoaelieM. Bal aow 



an MUBLDf LEAGUE BEJBOTB CABINET FLAN [ boh»at-> 


«• «• and lomd lato tiUa poddoa. Thto dap we bid good^ to oonaClii- 

llcioil mttpffTiii 

Mr. JiaDth recalhd that throiighoat iba fatafnl oifQtiaUoDf with the Cebioet 
Delweatioa end the Vieeroyp tha other two pertiei, the BritUh end the CkiDgioM held 
pietole ia their heade the one of aothoritj eod erme end the other of ueae etrogsle 
aad DOD«^operetloQ. ^To-day, we hare afao forged a piitol and are in a poaitioa 
to nee 11^ he added* 

Mr. Jinnah aaid that the decision to reject the proposals and to lanneh direct 
aetiOD had not been taken in haste, hat was taken with a full sense of responsibility 
aad after all deliberation that was hamanly possible. ‘*We mean it and realise 
e?ery word of It. We do not believe in eqnivooation/’ declared Mr. Jinnah. 

Mr. Jinnah eon tinned that the Congress bad aoeepted the proposals eondi- 
tionally and the Cabinet Mission and the Viceroy had committed a flagrant breach of 
fMi^ When the League aoeepted the proposals th» did it deliberately and with 
full responsibility and they accepted the statement of May 16. the statement of May 
26 and the original formula lor the Interim Government. **I think that if there is 
any man who has got any self-respect or honesty or any sense of fairness and 
JustiMi be would say that the Muslim League was moved by higher and greater 
considerations than any other party in India'*. The League throughout the negotia- 
tions was moved by a sense of fairplay and sacrificed the full sovereignty of Pa- 
kistan at the altar of the Congress for securing the independence of the whole 
of India. They voluntarily delegated three subjects to the Union and by doing so 
did not commit a mistake. It was the bigest order of statesmanship that the League 
displayed bv making concessions. 

Mr. Jinnah added : ‘*1 do not think that any responsible man will disagree 
with me that we were moved by a desire not to allow the situation to develop into 
bloodshed and civil war. l*hia situation should be avoided, if possible, in our 


anslety to try to come to a peaceful settlement with the other msjor psrty, we made 
thie eeorifloe of giving three eubieote to the Centre and accepted a limited Fakisfen. 
We offered thie unequivocal eaerifiee at the altar of the Congrese." 

Sardar Akdur Bab Nibhtar from the Frontier Province, who wae one of the 
Muellm Leegue delegatee to the Tripartite Conference at Bimia, waa the first to 
eddeess the Counoil. 

Barder Niahtar aaid that though the Cabinet Mission’s propossls fell short of 
the Moalim League's demsnds, it seoepted them in order to prove to the world that 
It waa not the League, which stood in the way of India's Independence, 'i'he Mus- 
lim League acted ee an honourable and boneat organisation and wanted to solve the 
Indian political deadlock by peaceful methods. The Congresa. on the other band, 
tried to dominate the Muslim League in whatever way it could. In view of ail 
that had happened during the past three monthe, the Muslima bad ouly two eouraea 
open. Ooe was to continue to he under Britieh Imperialism, which would be dis- 
honourable. The other wae to fight for the achievtment of Pakistan. The Muslima 
were prspared to make every aaorifioe ior this purpose. 

Sir Mohamtd Saadullah, former Premier of Aeeam, eaid there waa only one 
way out for the Muslima now and that was to keep their self-respect aud withdraw 
their acceptance of the Mission’s propoEsls. 

Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy, Chief Mtnieter of Bengal, made a fighting apeech and 


espreased* the hope that the Council would decide its future course of action in a 
apinl of freedom. Mr. Buhrawardy aaid that the Muslim League accepted the abort- 
term and long-term proposals at Delhi with grave* misgivings and in a apirit of 
oppression, 'foe misgivings hsd unfortuustely been justified now. He said that the 
Ooogreas had already begun to carry out ita ''uefarioua design" to convert the Con- 
atitusnt Aesembly into a aovereign body. *«We have learnt now that we cannot any 
more rely either on the proleasions of British friendliness or on the hope that the 
Oongreaa will one day do juatioe to us. Tlie Congress was out to destroy Muslim 
resurgence in this country. We awsit the clarion call of the Qaaid-e-Azam. The 
Muellm naUon haa been straining at the leaah. When we diapersed after the last 
■aealoo at Delhi, there wee no enthueiaam amongst the Muslims. But now when 
we M tl^t we shall have to atend on our own legs aud search our bearta for our own 
atrength, mark the enthualesm amongst the Mualimi. Let the Congress beware 
* that U ia not going to fight just a hsuoful of people fighting for power, but a nation 
which ia •truggliog for ite life and will aeettre that life (cheers). Let ue ooatribnte 
to the world £e beet and chdoeBt of ail that waa taught to ut one thonaand four 
hundred years ego by the greatest teeeher of mankind. 

Byd Ah Akbar Shah (Bind) urged that any course of action chalked ont to- 



imLimoN ON oittHTr AonoK mb 

dftf dMMild be etiietly in eoeordniioe wilb lelemie prindplen end Itaditloni* IMib 
nonld noi do if they remnlned eabMrrlMii lo the Britkb or nny other pnrty. 
Th* lliinliin LeeRoe wee not n body, ee bad been allmd time end eRMii» ot lail«i 
end Bemindera: it wee on ezpreeeion of Uie nniled will of the MiieUa meeeea. J3m 
Mnelime wonid end were reedy to fight for freedom to meoeRe their own effalie. 

Moulana Jamal Mia ( U. P. ) iURfftted tbet die membere of the llnalim Lm« 
Roe Oonneilt moat of whom were in the UgieletiTe Aeaembliee end Ooooeile» mnel 
leelRn from tbeee bodiee. It would be e tctt of their rincerity, 

Mr. Qadiruddiot Preeldent of the Delhi Prorieoial Mualim LeeROA emidet epp* 
lanee, declared that Mnellm Indie wee onenimou^ of the ?iew that the Oablnel 
Mieeion'a propoeele ohonld be rejected in *oUk He did not believe there would be 
any civil war In the country under the cBietinR conditlone. ihe Bluelim etmgRle 
. for Pakieton would be a rebellion cRainat ehthorlty and would commence with the 
violation of exiatinR lewe. Mr. Qadiruddin appealed to the Mualim maaeee to orga- 
niee themeelvea properly and eeleet the right type of man to lead them in the etrn* 
Rgle with a view to avoiding ite turning Into a haphasard movement 

Mr. Hoo$ain Imam (Bihar) eaid that the recent political negotiatione with the 
Britieh Minietere und the Congrcee had ehown that the Mualim League bad gone to 
the utffloet limit to reach a compromiee* Thie attitude wae» however* being mlelu* 
terpreted ae weakneee on their part. Ueclering that there wee no other oourie but le 
launch a etruggle, Mr. Hoosain Imam concluded : "lo^lay ia a reddetter day m 
the hietory of the Mnslim nation. The vital declaion to launch a etruggle anlnet all 
the foroee that etand in our way of achieving Pakietan would be Uken to-day**. 

Chcwdhury Khaliquattaman, member of the Working Committee* In a brim 
mech aaeerted that during the negotiatione that took place in Delhi and fUmla* the 
(fengreea had completely ezpoeed itielf by demonetratiog that iu only aim wae to 
down the Mualim League. On tne other hand the Mualim League worked honeetly and 
•incerel) for the freedom of India. The Congrcee wanted to reject ihe propoeale but 
had not had the moral courage to do ao and took up a poaitloai of nelihar aooapMr 
oc nor rejection. The Mualim League, which had the courage to accept iha plan*lM 
now the courage to reject it aa welt. (Cheeta). The Mualim League having now w 
elded to reject it he had no doubt that every Mualim would obey abo orderi of tho 

Working committee and Mr. Jinnab. 

Intervening in the debate, Mr. Jinnah aald that already tweuty-threa ipeanvi 
bad participated in the proceedinga and he believed all viewpointa had bean put . w 
ward. He and the membera of the Working Committee aet late laat nkht and 
cuaaed at length the draft reeolutiona, but the final draft waa aettled juat then nt 
the meeting itaelf. Aa they bed fully expreaaed their viewe be did not believe any 
further debate waa naoeasary. 

Alrooat all the apeecbee were emphatic in Ibeir attack ittalnat the Oabluet Mlcel- 
00 and Congreea. *T think 1 am putting the aeoic of the fioute correctly that we 
ehouid withdrew our aceeptance ot ihe long-term propoaal aa contained Iu our liB^ 
luation of June fi, eommonioated to the Cebinet Miaaion and Viceroy." ( Proloogen 
cheer ). Mr. Jinnah eaid that the draft reaointtooe would be placed bmoie iba Oouneil 
and invited members to apeak oo it if there waa any ground for rejeetioo whioh had 
aaeaped notice. 

The Council agreed to closure and Nawabsada Llaqoat All Khan read out tha 
liiolutione. 

Mr* Jinnaht in his eoneindiog addresa to the iaasioo,relerfid to tha aigolficaooa 
of the reaolutioiii passed that day. Beoouoting the League’s ataod daring the oooe- 
lltutional negotiationa, be claimed that the League, in ita anxiety to oomo to a paaut* 
fol aettlement. had made the aacrifice of giving three aobjeeta to tho Oaotre and 
aoeaptiog a limited Pakistan. 

*'But thie hac been treated vith defiaoee and contempt Then, ere we alone to 
be guided by reaeon, juetioe, hooectyaiid lairplay whao, on the other hand, thaie Is 
perndione tualtoge by the Congresa7** he asM. *’Tbere wae no sign or the alii^teel 

E itnra of odhipromiae from them. But honour, honesty* auteemanshtp, justiee and 
rplay always win in the long run, and 1 might aay that to-day Muslim iudiir»lf 
there is still any doubt left— ia stined aa never before and has never felt eo biUttly 
ae UHlay, bmnae theea two paniee (Ooogrese and tha British) ehowed lack of at nlia- * 
manaolp. But now we reeliee that this hae bees lor Muslim India tha geenM 
Meeting In diegniee. We hnve learnt a bitter leaeoo— the bittcriet 1 Ihlnlc eo fee* 
Mow there le no room left for eompromiee. Lei na march on." 

1^. Jina^ than lefened to Lord Fbtbiek-Uwfenci’a otatement in Om Bhmi 
Of Liidnthithe ooutdnotngieato Mr. Jinnah having n monopoly nvee Millili 


110 MR. JUiRAH EXPLAIRB LBAODE DEOtBlON 

MflilMtioiit* **Wluit niada the Beeietery (rf State io the reeponelhle poeltioo that 
he holde nee eneb a etapid phneeT^ he aeked. **fiaa he got the nonopoly of ereiy 
Bfitloat Ob what aothority doee he epeak oo behalf of the Britteb people. haTiog 
onlf 00 par eent of the people behind hie Goeernmentf We eennot agree to a Qaia- 
Itag MiiMlm being nontoated by the Oongreta to the Executive Couacil. 

**What did m Britieh Oovernment do with their own Quiellnge like John 
Amery and Lord Haw Haw— hanged them. Many other Eugllahmeo, who betrayed 
their oonntry and bceame tndtore, have been hanged for treason. It ie Impoaaible 
for me to agree to a Quieting being nominated." 

Mr* Jlnnsh prooMed to eay that the Cabinet Miseion bad been "iotolleetnally 
paralyaed** and thmr rw>ort to Parliament was not even honest to themselves and 
was devoid not only of political ethics, but every manner of principle and morality. 

Immediately Mr, Jinnah had finished, one after another top-ranking Mnelim 
Leagne leaders ascended the platform and announced the renunciation of their titles. 

Lmue session then concluded amidst cheering that lasted well over fifteen 

mlnutee* 

^Direct Aetton Day*' 

The Working Oommltee of the All-India Muslim League concluded its Bom- 
bay session on the SOth July after passing a number of resolutions on Indians In 
Bouth Africa, Indians in Ceylon and on Palestine. 

The eommittee fixed August 16 as Uie day for observing Direct Action Day*' 
throughout India, On that day the Committee called upon Muesalmans io suspend 
all bnelnees and hold public meetl^s and other demonstrations and reaffirm the two 
lesolntlone pasaed by the League Oouneil yesterday. 

The Committee of Action of the Muslim League was asked to prepare a detailed 
programme of direet action. 

Mr, Jinnah Explains League Decision 
New Charges against Congress 

*^We have ^done our beet and any further initiative now must come either 
from the British Government or from the Congress,** declared Mr. Jinnah addreaa- 
Ing a Presa conference at Bombay on the Slat July 1046. 

Mr. Jinnah, who was reviewing the decision of the Council of the 
Muslim League, made It clear in anawer to a question that the decision of the 
Mnallm League to resort to direct action **io not a declaration of war against any- 
body. This reaolntion ia nothing but a statement concerning the steps we propose to 
lake for our self-preservation and self-defence." 

Mr. Jinnah deolined to indicate what the Muslim League would do iu hypothetical 
elreumstances, remarking that the situation would be met as It aroae. fie alao 
declined to indloate the exact nature of the direct action which the League proposed 
to taka and the steps the League Council of Action would take in that direction. 

He reiterated nia earlier declaration that Congress acceptance of the Cabinet 
Mlaalon’a plan envlaaged in the Miasion’a etatement of Mty 16 was not real aooep- 
lanee. aa It was oonditlonal, and therefore amounted to rejection or at best a 
ocHiBter-ofrer. 

Hr. Jinnah charged the Congress with making vigorous and secret preparations 
for launching a struggle, more fierce than the i942 struggle, and said that 
laoiel inatruotions had gone out to Oongreasmen for this purpose. The help of 
INA Mfsonnel was being made to make the atruggle effective, he said. 

While both the British Government and the Congress were armed in their 
own way. one with fire weapons and the other with the threat of mass struggle, the 
Mnelim Leagne felt it waa high time it also forged its own ssnetions and got ready 
for atruggle to enforce ita demand lor Pakiston. Mr. Jinnah revealed that he had 
fi^vad a eommunieatlon from the Viceroy but declined to disclose its natnre. 

**Wa maintain," Mr. Jinnah said, "that the Congress hss not accepted the 
aebame ambodlad In the Blatement of Hay i6 and this is quite clear from the letter 
of tbo Oonmaa Prealdant of June 25. which waa Incorporated and endoraed io the 
laiolalion cZ the Congreae Working Oommittee passed at Delhi on Jane 26. The 
laaolutlon waa ooonrmed by the AlOO oa July 7 and it was abundantly made 
eUair by the spaeohas of the outgoing Preaident and the incoming Prealdant nnd 
otiiar Oongrasa leaders. 

‘ThwefOM w. natOMll. Uwoi^t that th. .itiiitUoa wu ..rioat. In th. mMatiaM 
rMdIt .(Iff Um Maelttikm ol tin dtUbnatioM of the AlOO. mide it 
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on Jnll lO^thnt iho Coof^ woo eommittcd lo ootbino. Ho oo&d Ibollbo OotMtm 
wm mng into tho Oonolitaoiit ANombly to lorn li into o toftioigo Aoeomblj. 

fNow tho quottion !•» not ot it it tometioiot tosgtotcd, thol wo m oppom (o 
tho OODitltaont Aaoombiy, In foot, oar domnod hotboen that theio ohoiild bo two 
oomoign ConttituonI Aiiombliei*for tho obriout rotson thol If thoro It ono oofolih 
gn OontRiuonl Atttmblj It mooni thot tho mojorlty of ono notion, with ihtir nam* 
oriool ooperlorlty of thcoo to ooo» would Impooo thtir doolilon upon tho nolorlty of 
tho other notoi.** 

IX)Ha«TgEif Plow 

Bofonriog to tho long-term plon Mr. Jinnoh told : **We wore not toiitfitd with 
It. In feet it wot for more foTOoroble lo tho Oongroot point of tIow thou our point 
ol tIow. Tho onlo quottion wot whothor to ooeept it or not. Wo oeoopted it. 1 
ropoot wbot I ioidi before, thot wo ooeopted it with full knowledge ond undtrotonding 
withont ony kind of cqnieoeotion. Why did wo do thntf 

''Wo mode o tromondout toerifico of oocoptlnff o limited Pokioton, thol lo, ml- 
not throe lubjooto, Dofonee. Oommuniootlont ond Foreign AiToiro. We wore eotuo- 
lod by the welfore of erory communitY inbobiting Indio ond we felt thol It will free 
nt in tbo thorteet poeeible time from foreign dominotion ond oleo lend no oil to the 
•ttoinment ond reolitoiion of our indepoodwoo. 

**We undorttojd perfectly well wbot we were doing. Thot woe one Titol eon- 
oldorotlon. 

"Ilie other eontiderotion wot thot wo thought, efon If we hove to moke o tterl- 
floe, it it worth our while to do to to o?oid tirife, bloodthodf tUlemoloi ond deodlo- 
oko. Wo contidered thot on omiotblo oud peoooful tottlemont wot worth more end 
to wo Yolunttrily ond willingly delegoted ttiroo oubioeU lo the Union Centre. 

** rhore it not tho tlightett doubt thot ofter we did thit tho Oobinel Delegotlon 
ond Viceroy wont bock on their word within ten doyt with regord to their propoool 
embodied in their Btotoment of June 16» which wot onnouncod to be Unol, They 
put the moti fontottic ond dithonetl intorprototlon on Porogroph 8. 

too now thot tho> ditcoroiod o now world, thol tho propotolt 4opttd.' Whyt 
Not bocoute wo, tho Mutlim Looguo. did not oeoept tho Btotemonto of Juno 18 In 
time, but bocoute tbo Congrott oceepied tho Btotomont of Moy l6 ond releotod Iho 
Btotomont of June i6. Porogroph 6 of the Juno lO Btotomont tote forth only one of 
the lormt. How on oorth eon you ogroo ihotv olthougb tbo Mutlim Leogue oooep- 
ted tho propoool within the time limit fixed, tbo propotolt loptedf 

CONGRBte ACCOOOD 

Mr. Jinnoh declined to ditcutt the deuilt of the proponed direct oction. He 
etid ; *‘I tm not preptred to toil you thot now.*' 

Atked if the Mutlim Leogue would loin hondt with other onti-imporiolltl for- 
000 tttcb tt tho Congretty Mr. Jinnoh told : "Tho Congrott direct ooitoii hed not 
boon egoinet tbo Britlih. Direct oction by the Congrott on rorlout occotlont. tio 
loot time in 1942, bod been to coerce ond blockmoil tho Britith to bypott the 
Mutlim Leogue end turronder to tho Oongrett demondt. 

*^Ibot it oxoctly wbot it It doing now. ond thol it oxoetly who! tbo Mittlon 
wot OTorowcd with. The Oongrett hot otked tho Britith to quit. Uow con it. with 
oolf-rotpeet oocopt on Interim Qofernmont which It going to be formed under the 
Act i9l9 ? It wot willing to do thol ot Simlo profidod tbo Leogue wot kept 
down.** 

Atked If tho rotolntioni adopted ruled out tho tcope for negotlotlone, Mr. 
Jinnoh told: "Wbot ore tho other notiono doing? Armed to tho teeth with atom 
bombt. ore they not going on tolking ond diocuating? Are they not. ot tho tome 
Unie, going on with preporotiont? It not the GoTornmont of Indio going on today 
with preporotiont to put down any party they like T Why do you wont me (tim 
League) alone to tit with folded hondt ? I am alto going to moke preporotiont to 
meet the tilnotion ot ond when it oritot.’* 

Atked if the piopoood direct action would boyiolentor non-violent, Mr. Jinnoh 
told: **1 am not going to ditcutt othict.'* 

Qt It tbit docition irrevocable? 

A: If you ore o politician, you will not oak me tbie queotion. 

To further queotione, Mr. Jinnoh replied: nn tho direct ooUon wo enviooged 
we oholl include any one who it willing to join nt for the couto for which we mow 
hove to lonnch o ttruggle.** * 

Q: Would you cootider tho pottibility of making on opproooh to the CongretoT 
a: hove done mj boot and the initlotive mutt now come oiUier ^r o m thf 


Britith Govomment or from the Ooogiott, 
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^ ***** **^ oomiioiiloittoB from the Vloanf vdathig to the lomottoB 
Mm Interim Oorerammi Mr. Jhimb eaM he bed rtcelred • oommmicntion.'bnt 
dedined to dfeeaie the netore of the eommnnieetion. 


League Directive on ^^Direct Action” 


Th 


Tb« nejorltj 
g§, inba 


Great Calcutta Killing 

. of the vait ooooourae of peoplce no leaa than forty lakha of 
hnman befoge, inhabitine Caleutta. betook tbemaelrea to bed on the night of IStb 
Angnet witbout any inkliDg whataoever of the terror and tragedy that was going to 
befall during the next tew dava. Nothing more than a vague aneaHineaa of mind 
wae Mi beoanae of the open demonatrattooe* to forcibly effect **complete hartal** by 
method and manner nnmietakably hooliganiam. But everyone thought that any 
tronbleeome exnberenoe of hooliganiem ^xid' and 'zolnm* would be speedily brought 
under control by effective police action. The average citiaen of Calentte, therefore, 
faced the '*Qreet Killing*' completely unprepared. In the following pages we give an 
aooount of the "Great Oalontta Killing** and the "Bape of Noakhali" which baa been 
compiled from news publlahed in the local preee and the Hindueihan Standard of 
Oalontta. 


Pint Dajr— Friday— 16th AufUht 1946 

Amherat Street, Menlktala and Belllaghata *rhana areas were the acenre of the 
first troublea. Hooligans were out in large numbera, wUb great display of Muslim 
League fiags and carrying arms, weapons and deadly miHeilee. Police inaction* 
enooutaged them to think that Pakistan was a sort of *<hooligaus*' paradise* 
which bad to become overnight an incontrovertibly *'aetUed fsci** nnder orders of the 
Qtttld-e-Aiam, and the Muslim League directives for observance of the '^Direct 
Aotion** Day meeut simply that the hooligans were at liberty to loot and do what- 
ever they liked In respect of life, honour and property of all those who dared dis- 
obey their order. On the very morning of Angutt lo the startled citixens of 
Oalontta had good sense to get more and more confused about the meaning of * 
Pakistan and the mode and manner of the demonetrations of ''Direct Action** which 
In the remarkably misebievoua absence of any check from the authorities appeared to be 
the only permissible League procedure for victory-inspiring conquest and propaganda. 

One of the worst suflbrers, among the Miisliros who bad ooneistently been 
opposed to the League, in Oalcutta, was Mr. Byed Nanaher All. *'l diatinctly 
remember,*’ run hie etaiement "that four or five days before August 16 , a number of 
people went past my houte at about B-30 a.m. cryiug—'Finish Nausher Ali, enemy 
of the oommuuity,* I had beard similar slogaue previously also. Keporte of similar 
epeeebes and feeling retched me and 1 was warned by some friende egeinet appre- 
hended danger,** Bubseqnent events proved that to the hooligans Mr, Nausher All 
waa "fair sport" until be was rescued with hie family by the police. It is also regrett- 
able that beyond escorting him and his family to the nearest Amherst Street Police 
etatiou, neither the police nor the Government would do anything to protect hie 
house from the depredations of the hooligans, with the result that when, on Augnet 
ifAp Mr, Naushir Alt could go, with military pickets, to aee the condition ofhiB 
reeidenoe he found it "in a damaged condition with the Muslim League flag hoteted 
at the tap and a notice on the gate ’'Muslim lisegne Office.** 

Another battle over flage took place, on the same day, in the morning at a 
eollqge hoatel In eastern Oalontu where outsldere were alleged to have changed flege 
and fought openly, Guue were also alleged to have been used by epparently League- 
minded eymputhfiere. It waa not, however, by the unlawful use of guns alone In this 
area, but also from the feet that "within e short time our line (in the vicinity of 
that college) eorpritingly turned into a battle front,** that definite indicatione were 
obulned of a "pre-urraged plan*' of aotion by enthoeiaetio participants in full accord 
with the prevalent spirit of thoae who attacked the college and hostel and fou^t 
over the eymbolieal flags. The fact that all of them were found to be "well equipp- 
ed with deadly weapons*’ oonvinoed a coneapondent of the *Ifinduithan Standard 
(Sept 2S) that the **whole affair was according to a pie-tnanged plan,” From the 
report of the oorreipondeat It appealed diat throughout the day and sight ef tho 
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tM tte hoollMt undpt eom of the baltloiory: ^Lel oe ICMh Hmub Hit 

mmalmg of Pekie^*’» inctolgod in *u otgy of loot ood idunder to tooii • ftooeloM 
amM that on the norntog of the next dej the eener leotion of loeel leiktell 
foiiuiteirily formed e pence committee to metouin lew end order 

Thie eree it one of the moet imMrtent end the oldeet in Oelentte. It con* 
tnine Uie Seeldeh Station, aehoole eiid oollegee for hoye and girU, the Selmee 
College and the prayer hall and reeidencea of the late Keahab Ohnnder Ben. tte 
great Brehmo religioae reformer, and aome of hie moat prominent follower!, under 
Sbe name police atation (Amherat Street) la alao eituated the reeidenee of the late 
Ba)a Bammohan Roy. and other long-eetabliahed reeidencea of aereral other promt* 
ncnl figoree of early Indian aooiety— >the harbingere of the bleaalnga of weatera 
edncatioa In lndia*-Hure aleo located. 

*'That the }ob of terrorlalng the people of Calcutta "to teach them the mean- 
ing of Pakiatan" waa left to the hooligana— aome of them well-known externeee who 
hM long been ordered ont of the city aa incorrigibly dangeroua goondaa— ie a fact 
too glaring to be disowned. It waa a and and tragic irony of "the coquetry of oir* 
oumatancea** that almost within an hour of a demonstration parade by Alnslim 
oollege and school students (including girla) through a street in the Amherat Street 
Thana area, hooligans, who were oateniibly out to respond to the same call for Pakistan 
aa had inspired the flower of Bengara educated Mtialim youth of both eexea. oouM 
or would do no better than aet upon a poor defroceleta family who had 
]nat arrUed at a railway atation in eastern Calcutta and were proceeding to eroii 
the atreet and ponneing upon a young girl of eighteen aummera, atrip bar and 
compel her to aland completely naked until ahe could bo raaouco. It waa also 
a very aiguificant oircumatance that the *‘firat victim'* In tbia area to pay 
the extreme penalty of death for disobeying the hooligans' mandate in the name of 
Pakiatan waa— a Bengali belonging to the same religion ae the hooligana 
themaelvea." 

"'fhe elaborate arraogmenta." wrote Mr. Tarakdaa Baneriee, Prealdent, 
Nadia Diatriot Congreaa Committee deecribing bis experience! In Calcutta after 
arriTcl at a railway atation on tbe morning of the 16th August that "I 
found to front of the atation on the day of the professed "Direct Action" of the 
Muslim League against British Imperialism, could by no means be oonetroed 
ae meant for peaceful obtervanoe of the day, nor could they be described ae a full-fledged 
armed action againat British Imperialism. A crowd of over one thousand feoattoe, 
armed with big latbie, drawn daggere. Iron rods and honae-breaking iroplementa 
and ahouting slogaua like "Larke Lange Pakistan" and "Muslim League Ziodabad,** 
had oollected at a road croaaing and were found indiacriminately aaaault- 
log and breaking heade of tbe paesere-by of the other community.'* 

"Coneidcring the attitude of the hooligans from tbe rate of Mr. Neneer 
Ali, It was little wonder that the war of vendetta into which the eituation waa 
aooo allowed to develop, became sanguinsry and horribly cruel* Unpro- 
voked atabbing and looting, rape and ravaging of women, and wholesale aleugliler 
of "enemiee of community*'— roused to reciprocal frenxy and panic to 
the ease of tboae to eave whom tbe police bad **no ioaiructlona to aot"**became tbe 
order of the day. Some parte of Amherat Street, Jorasanko and Bartola 
thana areaa were the spots of trouble. In the heart of North Calcutta ibo conflagra- 
tion apread like lightning. Within an Inciedibly abort time the whole of 

North Calcutta waa tha aoena of pitched battlea, aimultaneoualy fought, io warring 
lonea of small areas confined within llmite of praotlcelly eeeh and tvery 
"ifljhallah" or "para" with a few notable exeeptione. Arson was the favourite 
method of destruction of "enemy" property by the nooligane who bad uoaooouotabiy 
eome to poaseaa unlimited eoppW of petrol for the pnrpoee." 

in the meanwhile the Madim L^ue Uireot Action "rally" waa held 

at tha Maidan aa arranged. Here thn booligene received every enoourago- 

men! and nothing waa done to stop their vandalism. A gun and rifle shop not lac 
from the place of the meeting waa looted by them with impnoity. Nightr 
fall tound hooligana in poaaeeaion of the city feoed with determined counter-iceie- 
nod hnving the worst of it— nt many placea. 

Secand Dap— Sniurday— Aufiint 1946 
Thn muxdcr of a retired additiooal dfetrlel indge and the mnaaekinjt of hli 
, ^ ,,m e e to tlto Park Street llmna area ; be mnider of aa addittoanl 
dla^t and a^onn of Alipore, while giving protean to a boy eh a nd lif 
hoollgm; ehooltog a neigkhoar'a wile by flrtog a gan from Ua oim 



Itt LB40US DlBEOnVE OH ^DIBBOT ACHOH** { 0lx.cmA- 

ItrriM ofarlookliig Um ftfwrtaieiit of hit aeighboor In Jorattiiko Thmoo 
«it bj o Irnii-ttller : bottt tiiok in ihi Hooghl j by ttetm Itnnehtt md inbnmM 
otroellitt ptrpttrtttd by the erto on th« **iDftn]hit’* of tho other oom* 
mnnlty, weie tone of the **hlghllghtiP* of the etmtge committed on this dtif, 
despite the eompltoent netnrtnee of the Chief Minister, on the 

previoos evening tbst the sitnstion hsd 'improved'* snd slso despite the 
enrfew Imposed from 9 p.m. Over 270 persons were killed end more then 
IdOO injnied on this dsy. 

Beetion 144 wss promnlgsted in the eity end the militery took control of the 
elty from die forenoon of Seturdsy, Oet. 27. The Celeutto Fire Brigsde worked foil 
preesnve end desIt with sbont 9CX) esses of srson, but st msny pieces they were 
prevented by the mob from even epprosthing, fsr less ettending, to deel with hebi- 
tetions set on Are. 

The idee of forcible enforcement of Pskisten in some perts in the Amherst 
Tbsne eres, secording to e report pnblbhed in e locsl dsily (Aog. 22)— with the 
positive progrsmme of nneontrolled orgy of murder, srson, pillsge, rspe, loot, etc., 
directed sgsinst the other oommnnity wss entirely the work of outsiders. *Tt must 
be ssld’*t It continued, ^*to the credit of the people of the loeslity thst they neither 
took pert in these ssssutts (which commenced from sbont 8 s.m. of Fridsy, Angnst 
16) nor sssisted these ontsider mobs to loot shops In the loeslity.** 

**Thls pledge*' it ssid **wss strictly honoured on both sides** snd members of 
both the commnnities in e certsin **bustee" sres, (under jurisdiction of Amherst 
Street Police Btstlon) kept on smtesble terms with eseh other throughout the 6ve 
dsys of unpsrelleled stress. But the locsl '^entente" proved to be of no svsil. 
**Msm ettscks from outlying loeslities" took piece snd ''pickets of locsl people of 
one community gusrded the Isne turnings snd the footpsths, while youths of the 
other community kept the resr, reedy for sotion. Fortunstely the necessity did not 
erise, slthough on seversl occsslons it slmost sppesred thst it hsd srisen.** 

But there were seversl reports which ststed thst locsl people who did not resdily fell 
in with the hooligsnish project of enforcing Pskisten wss compelled to plsy into 
^e hsnds of imported hooligsns— instslled ss s sort of sres commsnders for their 
victorious srmy. Whet bsppened st Oslcutts, therefore, wss not the locsl residents, 
often estshlisbed through generstions, who were compelled to obey these super- 
imposed "wsrlords.** 

The estonnding behsviour of the entire police force wss dcliberstely snd disbo- 
licslly oslcnlsted to provoke s msjor conflsgrstion snd communsl conflict spps- 
rently for the fun of getting Hindus snd Muslims flying st esch others* throsts. 
The hooligsDs hsd, therefore, tsken it for greeted tbst the police were sll on their 
side. And the police only helped to support the illusion so thst hell might properly 
be let loose. Stolidly indiflbrent th^ remsined snd Mr. Fszlul Huq himself put it in 
course of his speech st the Bengsl Legislstive Assembly (preliminsry to voting sgsinst 
the no-confidence motion sgsinst the Obief Minister snd the existing L^ue 
Government of Bengsl on Sept. 20)— "It sppesred thst British rule hsd come to 
sn end.*’ 

Mob fury wss directed slso sgsinst newspsper offices. "The Ststesmsn*' 
bonding hsd some windows snd psnes of glsss broken. The sttsek on 
the offices of the "Hindusthsn Stsndsrd'* snd ''Ansnds Bscsr Pstriks** 
wss of s more serious type. The office stsfT proteoted their own lives snd the office 
property ss best ss possible. The stsff mess of Ansnds Bsssr Pstriks Ltd. in 
Joressnko Thsns sres wss slso bsdly sttseked. 

Over 800 persons were removed to different hospitsis of the eity with injuries, 
the number of desths opto 1-20 s.m. (Aug. 17) being given ss 161. But there wss 
oounHees deed snd wounded lying in the streets unsttended. Troops were moved 
Into the oily Inter in the dsy snd ststioned in police hesdqusrters. Curfew wss 
ordered in the city from 9 s.m. to 4 s.m. 

A ststement of Dr. 8. Cbskrsvsrty, eon of s well-known msthemsticisn, the 
lets Jedsv Obsndre Ohskrsvsrty, (published in s locsl psper on Aug. 24) related a 
gruesome Incident in the Amherst Street Thsns sres. Dr. Cbskrsvsrty ststed tbst 
futtm oonildersble looting— seemingly with police connivence (construM from their 
"^esdy refnesl to come to any help*'} snd stabbing snd ineendisrism which bed 
commepoed from Aog. 16, invoinng destitution of msny fsmilles, dawn of Saturday 
(Aug. 17} found "hundreds of hoongnns collected on the footpath'*, threatening him 
snd hie iemily along with the refugees with "loot snd death.*’ 

A myeterlono ^'helmeted men** wss mentioned '.by Dr. Chskrsvsrty ss having 
played n very pmminent pert at the time when his Aonee wee detnally broken 
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XBB QSEAT OALOUITA KILUMO 


ft o^iiNwt. U Md ‘Io^rI^ i« Uuir mmmm ud wrwythtBc thrt «iMld 

ud told Wm ■a*,*®5S “ « **“ would ••• Uut thay wm voortad MMy lo 

Mfat «Mao. Ho introdnecd hiauwlf m o friood ol • iwrUonlor Minhlot ood mo u 
apoooBtty mu in ohotto ud ouit and opooUaK both bcokon Bongoll ud Bagllih.'* 

**Ailer the loot wot tbonl to be OTtr.** eontlDutd the ttotemeiit, **Mid wheo the 
hdmoted mto wm by bit tide, they were Mked to get down. When the whole eiowd 
*of nen tnd women were being driTtn nwty, tome of the women were fliitnlitd mA 
mode ntked.** 

**Whilo the crowd wtt In the ytrd*'» ran the etetementi **tome of the hooligtnt 
foreibly teised tome of the women tnd removed them from the tret.'* Women were 
tlto fared twty on ftlte tttnrtnee of teoority teomding to thit eUtement, which 
itid that abont *'10 to 15 women were forcibly taken away. It wm then that the 
police appeared —''three conttablet in nntform and to one them the charge of the 
entire crowd wat orally giren." In the mid-ttieet howefer# a '^military jeep'* appear* 
ed and Dr. Chakravarty wat "torry to remark that although they were in each 
plight tome political joket were out, but in anv cate the oflioera prorided them the 
eaoort tnd they all walked to the tbana. Toe whole gang of hooligana again 
▼anithed at toon m the armed military officer held the point of the gun toward! 


Dr* Ohakrararty conoludet i "Even at the thana. where they were left by the ml* 
litary offioera, the treatment received wat unexpeotea aed according to one police 
officer the looting and ttabbing were juttified. "The bel meted man wm even at the 
thana and appeared to be friendly even with the police officers. For the iMt Jtime 
he stated that if a turn of Rs. 55 was given, he promised to provide them with a 
lorry for their safe eecort to the house of their relatives.** 

Dr. Ohakravarty ultimatelY managed to procure a lorry, "through the courtesy 
of tome coottables** to remove bis family to the house of bis brother in a safer aone. 
Oertain other members of the family who bad concealed themselvet in his residence 
couid be removed eafely to join the rest of the family in the afternoon (of Batarday, 
the 17th) when the military took control. 

In the area under the Maniktala Police Station also, the police were extremely 
mischievous in their activities. At a street Junction, for Instance, the police appear- 
ed, according to a statement by a local resident when both tides were lacing each 
other, the one entrenched on the western tide of the crossing, the other along areas 
turrotmding the entrance to that locality. The police immediately on arrival, said 
thit statement, straightaway proceeded westward to fall upon the first section and thus 
affording the other crowd favourable opportunity to further penetrate weatward. 
**At firit** said be^ "the peaceful citixens api«areQ flabbergaste<l. But they soon re- 
covered and effaotively reaiated the attacking inaurgenta for about an hour. A poli- 
ce lorry then arrived and stopped st the entrsnceof tbe Isne. But instea i of attemp- 
ting to disperse the mobe on either side of the road, they created a r>roteotive 
barrier, ao to epeak, for the "other** mob. Tbe goondaa took advantage of tbia oppor- 
tunity to croaa tbe road and advance, throwing brickbata and atone chips. *‘l*he 
coostablee and the aergeant-in- charge did absolutely nothing to check the attack of 
the hooligana.’* 


Third Day — Sunday — 18th. August 1946 

The sitnation in Calcutta showed hardly any improvement on Sunday, the third 
day of the great Carnage. Life in the city showed no sign whatever of returning 
to normal. With markets oloeed, supply of milk acaroe. shops shut for fear of un- 
cbeeked booliganisb depradations, the telephone system not working, trains and 
trams and all other vehieuiar traffic suspended, the situation ramained tense, disquie- 
tiog and dangerous. 

Pubiio leaders were moviog for immediate stoppage of the ''fratricidal** war 
and **peaoe aquada** were prominently rnshing about appealiM for return to sanity. 
81. Sarat Chandra Bom and 61. Kiran Banker Roy saw tbe Governor of Bengal and 
dteeuaaed tbaaitnation with him. A conference of leaders wae celled by tbeOovam- 
or at the Oovamment houM and decision wm made that **more police sod military 
pickets should be potted.** A huge "peace procession '* was also uken ont through 
the "lionlali** and "Taltollah**— two of the worst affected ereas in Central Calcutta— 
uaiog tbe Oongresa, Mnelim League and while flags sad making atreooout appeala to 
the Hindus and Muatima to ualta for peace. , 

Taking advantage of tbe "lull** In hoatilitles, many families were moved to 
tas affieeted araaa. But the guMral aitaatiOD worsened in the allemoop. llm OUff 
U 



LBAOUB DlEBOnVB ON ^DIBECT ACTION*' 


Hfttfiler UU Hm **Aitoehitcd Vnatf* BmI tb« **«iiiiatii» waa miieli Um aaM aa II 
awa bafofaP* al 0-80 P.M. on Bnnday. tba 18lh Aoanat. 

Wilb ilibkiiig garbage and tiniraabed lemaioa of deadly earoafre the etieete of 
OdoBtta took an aapaet of a war raeaged olty« Bifla fire by the military aoeonnted 
for a anaiber of gnnahot wonnd eaaea admitM loco the hoapilala on that day. The 
tend dead numbered abont 400 aad the wonodcd abont 2,000. Although the more* 
amnCi of the military and polioe ideketa. according to a pre-arranged plan derlaed 
by joint eonenltaUon of the etfil, the police and the military authorittea **to keep ' 
main thoronghlarea open” bad minimiaed to aome extent the danger of ”maae 


main thmni^area open” bad minimiaed to aome extent the danger of ”maae 
atta ^”9 P^plo remdned marooned In many area nnder my dangerona elrenm- 
etaneea. 4lie inmatee of a Banakrit Oollege •tndenta’ hoatel were maeaaored with 
the eaeeptlOn of a aingle man who managed to eaeape. 

Kealdenta of a Unirereity atndenta* meea would alao bare abared almoat the name 
fate, but for more energetic action on the part of the Buperinlendent and authoritlea 
reaponaible for the atndenta there. There waa a regular two-day **aiege” of theae boalele 
prior to the butchery. Their attention waa chiefly confined, howem, to lanea and bye-* 
lanea inaeoeaeible to military rehiolee and in arena where the military were diacorered 
not to penetrate. An Mr. Faalul Huq aaid In the Bengal LegialatiTe Aaaembly, '^the 
Control Boom (at Police H. Q. Lalbaaar) would not control”. At a matter of fact 
the proximity of Police Hq. could not, apparently, prereut the aame horrors from 
being perpetrated in a market nearby. 

Fourth Day— Mondajr — 19lh Aug 1946 

Vlgoroua and inteneive operationa of military helped to bring the aituation 
more under control. Panic, however, prevailed everywhere and there waa no aign of 
return of public confidence. For the firat time aince the ^^Direct Action” Day 
(Aug. 16) a few private-owned automobilea were aeeii moving in the atreeta 
of Calcutta. The aituation remained tenae. A Government apokeaman gave the 
total number of the dead at 500 and the injured 3,8U0. But reports received from 
hoepUali. relief organieationa, reeoue partiee, Ambulance and Bed Oioaa ecrvicee abowed 
that no rawer than 2,000 persona had loat their Uvea and the figurea for the injured 
atood well over 8.000 andf eaaea of inceiidiariam numbered about 2,500 during the 
four daya* ”reign of terror.” Figurea of the Oalcutla carnage caaualtiea aa given in 
the Houae of Oommona on Kov* 4, were? 5,018 killed and 13,320 injured. But 
aoeordiug to popular eatimate, baaed on cloaer experience, the numbera have been 
groaaly nnderatated. 

SJ. Herat Ohandra Boae. Dr. B. 0. Koy and Sj. Q. D. Birla interviewed the 
Governor and diecnaaed the aituation with Hia Excellency on Monday morning. 
HJ. Harat Ohandra. Boae alao contacted the Viceroy by telephone. HJ. Boae did not 
agree with the Government of Bengara appreciation of the aituation and wanted that 
more military pioketa ahould be put to guard the areaa auch aa EDtally,.Park Ciraua, 
Bondei Boad, Tollygunge and Kidderpore to prevent moba from doing more 
miaehief.” 

”lt waa heart-rending aoene to see people,” reported the 'HinduBthan Standard^ 
in Ita iaaue of the 20th. ”men, women and children carrying their amall belonginga, 
being removed to aafer aonea in vana and trucks, belonging either to police or 
military or non-ofiioial organiaatioua. Thouaanda of marooned people were thua 
reaoued and tranaported to ^aafer aonea.” But even then reaciie and rehabilitation 
eoutd not be properly tackled to restore normal conditions. Looting of ahopa bad 
by no nieana atopped. A few markets, including two in Kidderpore area and one in 
the Park Htraet Thana were completely looted. Other marketa had alao 
anfferad badly. 

Fifth D«y->Tuesday— 20th Aug. 1946 

fiDowaver» on the 20th, ahopa opened in greater numbera and more vehionlgr 
oonveyaneea were aeeiK Ineludiug bnaet and taxis. l>amwaya did not operate. The 
High Oonri and lu offieea, the Civil Courta nt Howrah, Alipore and Bealdah and 
the Preaidenoy Hmail Oauaea Court were eload on Tuesday under ordera of the Chief 
Juatioe of Bengal. The Bengal Legialative Aaaembly could not function for want of 
quorum, attendance, only two (Bnropean) members having tamidnp. 

Stray atahbing and asiiault eaaea had decreased in number and the atreeta 
preaentad evidant aigna of vlgoroua eleaiiing up. At many places, howcveri 
although corpaea had been removed from atreeta and open apacea. fonl smdl 
and ateneh wm overpowering. Publle oonfidenoa had not yet returned and the 
progress to nornmioy was aloif, hot diatlflct. 
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KftiiClial, Btumbwir. Obitpare, MfiiikUli, ware among Ibe placet Ihej fMted. nSi 
KidderfMire area, partieularlj Mellabarao were the ecenea of the wont ippe^ wanlon 
npemne emelty. The ^bosteea* were wiped off, the Iom of life, here aloaoi 
mottnting up to 600 acoording to the loweat llgare araUable. Howrah and Howrab 


On Tneadar, dngnet 20tb, 8]. Barat Obaadra Boee declared : 

eonaiderate and delibtfate ofdnion la that the Qofernor baa compltlelp^ 
failed in the diaclmrge of bla apeeial reapcMialbiiitiaa lo maintain law and order In 
the citj.. .1 entirelj agree that %) e Oorernor ahonld be recalled. 1 alao agree that 
etrong miliiarj picketa ahould be poated all over Oaloutla and the aubnrba under 
the command of a high military oflioer who may be espected to bold the 
acalea em.” 

Bengal AstemUy Debate on "Calcutta Killing** 

No-Confidence Motion on the Council of Minitten 

Calcatta— 19lh and 20th September 1946 

The Bengal Legialatire Aeaembl]! on the 19ih September took up the Oongreae 
Party*a motiona of no-conSdenea In the Council of Miniatera and in Mr. B. 
Burhawardift Miniatar In charge of Lew end Order. Two daya had bean allotted 
for the debate. 

The Leader of the Oongreee Party in the Aaeembly, Mr. DAireadra ATafA JOuUa 
moved the Snt reaolutioo, ezprceeing went of conSdeuoe in the Oouneil of Mlnletere 
while Mr. Bimal Coomar Ohoah moved the aeeond, ezpreaaing want of oonfldenoe 
in Mr. H. B. Surbnwardy, Miniater in charge of Lew end Order. 

In moving hie mouou Mr. Datta aaid tbnt by the utiarancaa of Laimua laadera 
aad League Minietcra end by declaring Aguat i 6 th aa a public holiday for the 
oberveoce of the Direct Action Day of the Muillm League^ iba Council of Mlnliteri 
led Muallmc to believe that thev bad got power to enforce the obaervence of the 
programme by raaorting to any violent maana. looting, araon and murdari if naoa* 
aaary. With that object in view, a planned arrangement waa made to obaerva the 
day and a large number of regulation latbia of the aame eiae were imported from 
onteide. Letbel wcepooe were alao imported. Bo» the point et ieaue wee whether 
the League Miniatry, which waa wedded to the policy of breaking the Jew, oould 
remain ae the cuatodien of the livea and propartiea of the people. Ihe League 
could not function both ee breaker end preeerver of the oonetitution end lew. If 
It wea the privilege of the political pany to achieve lie obiectlve by breaking the 
lew, then It wea equally the privilege of the people to demand that aueb n party 
ahonld not and eould not remain aa the cuatodien of lew. 

Giving an account of whet heppeoed ou Angnat iSth and the aubacquent daya, 
Mr. Dutu aaid thel appeal for police help from ell quartern of the city produced no 
reaultc. The police who were recponaible for euch e earnage unexampled In Indian 
hiatory were atill Iherci end were ouey dircrimioetiog between U indue end Muellma 
Id making eiteata. 

Mr. Dutia aaid that the mein ieaue eriaing from the motion wee not whether 
the Muelime or the Hindua were eggreaalve. It waa whether the Qovemment bed 
felled In ite primary doty of maintalnlug law and order In the citv and proteetifig 
the llvet end propertica of the people. Here It eould not but be admitted on ell 
henda that they had failed in their primary duty and the Council of Mlniatcri were 
rceponelhle for nil mnrdeca, loot nnd eraoc, nnd ehould be tried in an open end 
ImpeiHel court. 

BahrrlDg to BMlan Bangd, Ur. Dotto nid tk*t the condition then wnn indi 
dint the Hinau wen liring in n ntnte of Ineoeniity nnd their lire, bed beooae 
tntolmble. Trnin Deeoitlee end robberiee nttendMi with ninrder mn oo*a«* 
oeentranow on the Bengnl-Aeenm Bnilwey twtweee Ki.boregnn] eed Myrnendogit 
dietrlel. aad Alchaarn in Tfppare Oiotriet Daooaw we. ptegae hkM ia the proriaee, 

Anoitiag that the toeideata ia the City of Cdeaitn and the bappaniagn la 
Birtan Bea,^ mte dao to the failan of tho iwiico and oaratifa oUaan ta Mr 
Btimrf datf of naiataiatag law and order, Mr. Dntln aaid, that the Caaaall flg 
Knlatan aoaM not aoaaao r awea alhm w end they thaiofoie 
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Id iDOfing his nollon of ao-eoaBdcooe in Mr. fi. 8. Barlinimidj, Mr. B. C. 
Qho9h inid tlint hia party (Ooogcatt) after anxioue conaideratioa of Ibe reoent reeoll- 
iag happenlnfi io Oaleottay Sm arri? ad at ibe ineeoapable eoucloaioa that pnbllo 
oonfidenee eould nefer be folly refifid. oor peaeei order and tranquility adequately 
aeaored# if law and order oonttnoed to be the reepooeibllity of a Minlater under whoee 
regime the maohinery for itiadmioiatration bad either broken down or had been 
rendered Inuoouooa for four fateful daya. The main pointa in the ehargc^heet 
againat the Chief Miniater, he aaid, were that he had failed to arrange for neeeaaarY 
ureeautlonary meaauraa to arert eonfliota on Angnat 16, that he had miaerably failed 
* In hfa elementary duty in protecting the life and property of the law-abiding eitiaen, 
and that public oonfiaenee would not be fully rerired if he oootinned to be in charge 
of law and order. 

It waa the experienoe of ererybodyt IrreapeetiTe of creed and eommnnityi parti- 
cularly on Auguat 16 that poliee aiaictanee and protection to law-abiding eitiaena 
waa completely denied or refuaed. The Oblef Minlater on hia own admiaaion had 
apent long houra In the control room at Police Headquartera but he had aaid he 
waa mermy watching tha aituation and not Interfering in any way with the Police 
Oommiaaioner’a activitiea. If that waa ao. he would explain why at all he apent long 
houra in the control room, and alao whether in view of hia peraonal knowledge of 
the dereloping aituatloh, he did not oonaider it hia duty to iaaue Inatrnctiona to 
the Gommiaaiooer of Police for the maintenance of law and order. 

Tha apeaker aaid that If Mr. Surhawardy continued inh ia preaent office. buoIncM 
and indaatry in Calcutta which had been affected in ibe preaent riota# would not 
oome back to their former pre-eminent poaition and thia would cauae untold eco- 
nomic diatreaa to Hindua and Muaiima alike. A Minlater in charge of law and 
order who failed in the diacharge of hia elementary dutiea to protect the life and 
property of the common oitiaen could not continue with impunity in hia office but 
mult pay the ineritable penalty. 

OppoaIng the motlona, Mr. Abut Ha$him, Secretary of the Bengal Prorlnclal 
Muallm League, expreaaed aurpriae that the Oppoaition ahould have come out with 
a motion of no-confidence inatead of a motion of confidence in Mr. Suhrawardy. 
From what he had heard and aeen, it waa hia conviction that what happened in 
Calcutta did happen, not due to Mr. Suhrawardy or hia Miniatry, but in apite of 
ttem. During thoae daya, Mr. Surhawardy roae to the height of hie geniua, to the 
height of hia honeaty, integrity and aeoae of juatice and efficiency. All the time he 
waa moving in the atreeta of Calcutta day and night. Ue aaw hia comradea and 
frienda falling one by one but he never loat hia aenae of Juatice aa the Chief Mini- 
ater of the province. There would be no greater perveraion of truth than to aay that 
hia allegienoe to the Mualim League made him unbalanced. It waa true that on 
Augat 16 and 17 the Calcutta Police could not cope with the aituation, but who 
could deny the fact that Mr. Surhawardy at the earlieat opportunity called upon the 
Ariny to take charge of the city? But the Army did not turn up quickly and under 
the Government of India Act, the Chief Minlater had no control over them. 

Giving a background of the Calcutta riota, Mr. Haahim aaid that Sir Stafford 
Orippa and hia colieaguea in the Cabinet Misaiou had outwitted leadera of both the 
Oongreaa and the Mualim League. They came to India **to do aome politica*' and 
they had lucoeeded in it. The Calcutta carnage waa its beginning. He held the 
Cabinet Mlaaion and the Vioeroy'a determination to have the Interim Government 
with the co-operation of the Congreaib bypaaaing the League, reaponaible for creat- 
ing the conditiona which led to me Calcutta riot. The Congreaa, at the fag-end of 
their atruggle, thought that they had got what they wanted in the Interim Govern- 
ment. That waa why, Mr. Haahim continued, immediately after the Bombay reao- 
lution of the Mualim League, Sardar Patel had declared that Mualim ^'direct 
action*’ waa not againat the Britiah but againat the Hindua, that Britiab imperialiam 
waa no more, that they were in poaaeaaion of India, and that they were the head 
of a aovere^in State. By the utteranoea of Sardar Patel and Pandit JNehm an 
impreaaioo him been created in the minda of the Hindua that they had got what 
they wanted, and the happeninga in Calcutta were a direct reault of that. 

Concluding Mr* Haahim appealed to the Hindua not to be ^‘vlotlma of Britiah 
maohinationa”, but to realiae that time had come when they ahould riie to the oeoa- 
alon and aettle their differencea. Public ealamitlea were levellera and he hoped that 
Hindua and Hnallma would make a J(dat effort in driving away the third par^ 
iiom India. 
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Om dabM WH twamad tbit moraiag Mr. JOnm Sankor Roy, auppMtiBt 
tha miNona» aaaartad that tha taapoatibilUy tot laai noath'a tarrihia aalaMlif 
noil Iftll on Ihn Chief Minister end bit eollesgues who hsd ' ‘ployed • duel lolih** 
Ue onM Uint they with othen hod orgenieed the demontiratlon of Dtieofc AeHoo 
lMy» deliTered epeeohee inflnming the igoorent mind, end **roaoed eommnoel fieney 
to the atmoel llmita** * On the other side, being et the heed of the UoTernment of 
this proTinee, being leepooeible for lew end order, they eeboteged lew end order 
from the ineide.'* 

lilooaeeing the object of the eenetire motion, Mr. Roy eeid, ‘*The TOte of een* 
Boie in e politicel eotion by which we ere seeking to remote this Ministry which 
we consider to be solely responsible for the terrible trsgedy tbet took pleee in the 
city end is even now threstening the entire pi^orince of Bengel. Ro eommission of 
enquiry oen do thet.** The reel tssue before the Honse wee whether or not there wss 
e bresMiown of lew end order in the city of Celoutte end elsewhere, it wss not 
neoessery to mention incidents of those oeys to prove thet there wss e breskdown. 

When O|0W persons ere killed end 2(UXX) injured in e city within the course of 
fonr deys, no desoription of iuoidente end no ergument is necessery to prove thel 
there wee no lew end order in Oslcutte for those dsys.** 

Mr. Boy continued thet preperstions for the Direct Action Dsy bed been cerri* 
ed qn in such e menner thet the police should hsve known thet the oelebrstioos on 
thet dey would not be peecefui. *'We would like to know if the Oriminsi Intellige* 
nee Deportment had made any report regarding preparations that were being made 
for an armed procession.’* No precautionary measures were taken, the speaker said. 
'*Even alter looting end essault began on the morning of August 10, even after a 
gun-shop in Chowringhee was looted'- the police did not make any effective move.’* 
All appeals for help from the police had proved useless. It could not be mere in- 
ei^ienoy, “There must be some deep laid conspiracy somewhere. If the Chief Mi- 
nister was no party to it, then he should throw some light on this mysterious affair.** 
Mr. Boy then said that the situation had become such that **the canker of co- 
mmunalism has affected the service.” Ue maintained that the ^conspiracy” to crush 
the minority in Bengal had begun much earlier that the Direct Action Day, 
”One of the worst things that the League Government has dene Is to introduce 
communalism into the Btate machinery, it has totally corrupted the Government 
machinery and God knows if we would ever have an administration which would 
deal fairly and honestly with all communities.** 

Mr. Hoy further said that tension bad bsen spreading to other parts of the province. 
He dwelt on the situation In the different parts of East Bengal, specially Dacca, where 
**mass attack, looting, arson, subbing are uking place unohcckcd by the police.” 
The piospeot of Bengal, be concluded, was thus uturly gloomy. ‘‘1 see no prospect 
of return of confidenoe— no esUblishment of communal harmony, no good and 
honest government, if this Ministry continues to be in power.’* 

Mr. Mo A 0 Ho hpakani (Muslim League) said that it wss absurd to suggest 
that If the Muslims nsd meant direct action in the liural sense on August 1(5 they 
would hsve selected a city like Oaleutu where thw were In a minority of three to 
one in numbers and from the point of view of influence and control of the city, did 
not count at alL They would nave selected better ground to launch it in all iu 
fury, It had been proved beyond doubt that Muithms throngout Bengal and India 
remained peaoelui that dsy. Hsd it been suspeeted that trouble was in the offing, 
different arrangements would hsve been made. Frankly, the Muslims were Ukra 
unawares by the rioting and were completely off guard, with the result that they had 
to pay heavily in life and property. 

Mr. IspahMi congratnlated Mr. Suhrawardy on the bard and tireless work be 
did in the utrible days of the riot, working as many as 18 and 20 hours a day. It 
was be who brought the conflagration under control in lour days. Bombay with all 
Its preparations had not succeeded in doing so for almost three weeks. Ahmedabad 
was another ease in point. 

‘*The power of the Freas, particularly the Hindu Prem, cannot be ignored, and 
the part ft has played in lanning communal bitternesa cannot be ezaggeraled. Mo> 
re than anything else, it Is the Press that is substantially responsible lor the uiiloi- 
tunate and regrettable happeninge in Oalcutta*’ continued Mr. IspabanL ”Day la 
sad day out tt filled lie columns with vulgarity and falsehood. Dsy in and day out 
truth was converted laio falsehood sad falsehood Into truth. The process has aoi 
cssasd” Mr. Ispabani said that he wss one of those who were eoastaatly on the rnoui 
the morpiag of the Idih wstfl sanity retniaed to Muslims and Miaduai Mih* 
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tittowffig from boaM-topi si IfiMtfm poMre-by tod pn ww d oDt w« ompli^ 
01 ofory polM of ▼ologe with tiieh foree thot thty ooiild aot got through or woro 
hrofcih np. The mojori^ of the woaiided end deed brought to hoepiteU In Cetoitte 
befoio noon on Augnet 16 were Muelime. Moot of the ehope end honeee thet were 
looted end deelUng plioee Ibet were bnrnt, pertienlerly till the erening of Aognst 
16» belonged to Mnellme. While the etteek wee bidng oerried out with fnry^ Mne* 
Urn Leegnere were out eelliog upon their brothere to remein peeoefnl, not to rete- 
liete eren when mToked. It wee only when the bonnde of toleretior were broken^ 
when report! of lerge eeeie murder end meeieore epreed to the mohellee end werde 
of Oeleatte« thet the Matlime begen to ddend themieWee. 

It wobld come ee e ehook to the Honm to know thet Mr* Kiron Senker Boy 
end Mr« kteret Ohendre Bote declined to Join the Ohief Minieter in taking pence pro- 
eeeeloni ronod the city till Augnet 20th, eeid Mr* lepeheni. Hed theee prooeeeione 
gone round they would probebly here been enred the eernege on the 17th end 18th. 
Mr. Beret Ohendre Boee^c ominone deperture for Delhi while Celcntta wee in egony 
wet equetlj eignideent. 

Mr. lepeheni edded thet he could not ebeolre the Oommieeioner of Pdlioe from 
the bleme for not hering teken neceeeery proeentlonery meeenret from Anguet 16. 
He would eek the Ohief Minieter for en ezplenetion ee to why end bow Informetion 
of the meee murder, loot end eteon thet Mnelime were eubjeeted to in certain ereee 
did not reech Police Heedquetere. When newe did come tbronght nothing could be 
done beeente thoee who were cenght were eilenoed for erer. Me would eleo wel- 
come en ezplenetion from the Ohief Minieter why the police on the 16th end 17th 
ellowed murder end loot to take piece within their tight. 

Mr. lepeheni, concluding, eeid thet no one would welcome e Coogrett-Leegue 
oOilition in Bengel more then he. But timiler errengementi tbould here to be mede 
timultaneoutly in the other prorincee end et the Oentre et well. 

The Lender of the Europeen Group, Mr. /). Gladding eeid thet in view of the 
impending enquiry by e iudioel commletion, it would be premeture **to eubjeot the 
metter to the erbitrement of e yote in the Houee”. The feet thet thit enquiry wet 
coming hed undoubtedly eeied the teneion thet might otherwite heve cherecterited 
the debete. On one of the iieuet which he would cell the imperionel ietue, nernely* 
whether the edmlnietretlon did ell it thould heye done to check itt growth, hie perty 
tew prima faeit reeton to doubt whether it did. But beceuce the Uommieeion hed 
been eet upi they held thet the proper count for everybody wet to tutpend judgment 
on tUie end ell their ittuet until itt findingt were efeilehie. Hit perty propoted to 
ndopt thet courte. 

Mr. Qledding edded thet whet en tnziout public did look for in thie debete 
both ill Oelcutte end throughout the townt end villeget of Bengel wet en ewuience for 
the future. Pence committeet hed elreedy been doing their edmireble work. To tup- 
plement this, the ermed police in Celcutta end in the province should immedletely oe 
Drought fer ebove the iuMequete strength et which they stood e month ego. in eddi- 
tioo, the Government should give essurenoet that in future military Imlp would be 
eeliM in before they could iunotion, end thet no bleme etteobed to mm if they were 
not celled in eerly enough. 

The Lender of the Europeen Group continued thet In the held of polities whet 
publie opinion Immedietely demended wet thet the model of the pence committees 
thould be copied in the Government itself by the formetion of e Cebinet embreeing 
the Hindu end Muslim perties. «*We favoured e coalition when thit Ministry wet 
being formed, beoeuse we thought thet e eoelitioa would be able, better then any 
other Government, to edvenoe the wtifere of the provtnee, to frame end terry out e 
plan of post-wer reconatruction, end to compel the Oentre to give the province the 
ielr fineneitl deal thet it hat not yet teen. To thoee reesont it now added the 
oertaiuty thet e Ooelition Government, better then anything else, would alley the 

S iretent feert of the people end constitute en intutenoe egeintt e recurrence of trouble, 
n terms of Bengal alone, under the shook of the recent calamity there it, 1 feel sure, 
tuffloienl wiliingnett to bring thit edout. 

Air. Gladding then referred to *'two celnmnlet egeintt my own countrymen thet 
have fallen from the lips of a few previous tpeekert*'. It hed been tuggettad thet the 
Cabinet Mittion hed come out with the deliberate Intention of creating a quarrel 
between Hindus and Mutiimt**. But, Mr. Gladding said, thet if one thing hed betn 
mede clear beyond doubt, it wee the bona fidM of Hit Aieietty’s Government end 
itt goodwill towards both communities. The other ellegetlon thet the membert of 
hit community *'ohaokled over the horioni of last month*’ was alto lar from the 
wuth, **8peaking lor BtyteU and lor ail other atambert of the Perty andiorevmi 
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ooM^ lb# PjBrty whoM eonfidtnoe I eo)oj» I deny thii ehtign on mj 
, JiOBonr**. be deelnm. 

tbMiikiiig enidel eoneidereble interruption, running oommenleiicei end ebonle 

I Leigne benehee end counter ebouu from the uppoiitlon beucbee. Dr. Sbyama 

Pra$a4 Mookh^tB erltleieed the entire pollc]^ of the Muslim Leegne ee the peas* 
pered child of Briiiab imperiellem. (Cries of ** question** were heerd from Leem 
benobes) Dr. Mookeijee said tbet whet happened in Calcutta was without ^nllel 
in modern history. Tracing its genesis, he said that the old policy of the British 
Qovemmeni that ilifre conld be no adranee without Cougrese-Lfsgue agreement waa 
for the first time giren the go by in ififfi.- '*Tiie Muslim League wu bt-pss^ ai^ 
the Interim Oofernment waa formed. Snppoeing Mr. Jioikshhad been asked to form 
the Interim Qorernment without the Congreas (A roiee from the Congress benches : 
He was ?ery anxious to do so), would those who belonpd to the Muslim League 
have aeensed the British Government of having betrayed the interesU of the Muslims 
of India f After the Bombay resolution of the League, distinguished Muslim League 
leaders pointed out that the war had begun and that the days of eompromise were 
over. War meant a war against everyone who did not aeoept Pakistan. A pattern 
of civil war, aeoording to Mr. Jinnah, waa witnessed in this city. Whether civil war 
would ultimately help the Muslims to get Pskiaisn hsd yet to be seen.'* 

For what happened on Augnet 16 be held the Chief Minister reeponeible. 
Praetieelly Mr. Buhrswerdy lost his mental balance so much ee to deleeie in a 
•tatement in Delhi thet he wee going to declare Bengal an independent State. He 
bed further declared that he waa going to carry on e no-rent campaign in Bengal. 
The plan of August 16 was that there would be a blits attack on the oily and ihi 
Hindue were to be taken by eurprise. But Mr. Surhawsrdy found that thinga wars 
going ill a different way, and that he had been caught in his own trap. Uo that 
day when Mr. Bnrhawsrdy knew that trouble waa ahead, why did be not immediately 
promulgate Beeiiou l4i ? Why waa the city to be left at the mercy of goondaa. 
murderers, robbers and dacoita ? He stood charged with the deliberate offence at 
having played havoc with the life and proiHirty of citiscus, Hindus and Muslima lo 
the city. 

There waa excitement in the House when Mr. Surhawardp obieoted to Dr. 
Mookherjee’s deecription of eertsin persona ss tbs gooudss, snd said that if they were 
goondas, the person who said so was a goonda. 

Dr. liookherjee reported that if be (JOr. Mookberjee) was a goonda, Mr. 
Bofhawardy was the biggest goonds svailable in Bengsl. 

There were cries of **wiUidrsw*', **witlidrsw” from both the League and Oppo* 
aiiioo beucbca. Ou the intervention of the Speaker, both wiibdrew their remarks. 

'ihe allegation made by Dr. Mookherjee waa that Mr. Burbawardy aecured the 
releaae of aevan Muslima who were found in poaaeaaton of looted properties and 
who had been arrested by an European Police Inapcciur. Mr. Burbawardy rapliid 
that they were not found in poaaeasiou of looted property. 

Dr. Mookberiee continued that the trouble waa uot In Oalcutta alone. It was 
apreading to the whole of Bengal. If those Miniaters continued in office, who could 
say whal would bapiien T At present the Ministry waa utilising the Ooverament maehi- 
uery for preparing the Muslims for laoncbing direct action, which would be of far more 
•erioua charaeter. The dual role of Mr. Burhawardy and the Ministry, one as a body in 
charge of the administratioo of law snd order, and the other ss orgsnlsera of (aw* 
breakiog, had to be exposed and ended. 

Dr. Mookberiee asked the European group not to sit on the fence. Bueh an 
attitude ouly showed impotence. What Mr. Burhawardy had done waa nothing but 
abject treachery to the great reaponaibility which be waa supposed to have undertaken. 
It waa sbamdesa betrayal. 

What they saw In Calcutta, eoneluded Dr. Mookherjee, was no ordinary riot. 
Thinga might become more serious. If a civil war broke out tbronhout India would 
that help the 24 or 25 per cent Mualims in India imaiusl 75 per cent non-Mualima f 
Be waa not holding out the threat of eivll war. But it was a question of realitlaa. 
Th^ hsd to come to settlement to save Bengal. There was no doubt tbst the kUm 
of Fkkistan wonid have to bo banished (cries of 'Don’t be silly' from iisagne 
benches). Bnt before that conld be done, this must go. They most ereais a state dl 
afihire whleb wonid make it poaaible to build a futnrs for Bengal which wonid he 
good for all irreapeeliva el eaaie or oommuoity. 

Oppoaing tha motfon of no<«onfideoce, Mr. A, K. Fazlul liuq, ex-Premlar. wbd 
leeanUy tha Mnalim Laagnc; said ibar be nleadsd for peace and tried fee 

I an^ha conld not bring nbont paaeefnl eondkhm in thetelatietta of the 
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eonmnnfliM it wm bit detire to retire from politlot. OommtntiBg on the Alleged 
police ioeetiTity in tbe riot, Mr. Hnq ttid tbet tltboogb the police were not retpcm* 
Mble for the origin of the trouble, they were directly retpontlble for the greet loit 
of humtn life end property. Thingt could not htre gone ftr If the police end tbe 
mllltery bed taken etrong metturec. He oontidered the no-confidence motion in- 
opportune end ill-nd?lted. He felf tbet they tbonid htte eweited the retnlta of the 
talkt tbet were now going on et Delhi. 

Replying to the debetc on the no-confidence motion t in t 90-minnto tpeeoh, 
Mr. JET. A. Burhawardy eeterted thet the Mutlimt were not preptred for t conflict 
OB Angntt 16. They bed not tbe elighteet indicAtion thet co much Antagonism nnd 
•o much hetred bed been stored up Agslnst them. They did not rcelise thnt the 
Hindus were determined not only not to observe hsrtsle, but to resist end defy nny 
Attempts, indeed eny request, to close their shops. Elsted perheps by the obserTAnce 
of tbe dsy, hopeful perhsps thet tbe Hindus would observe the hArtal Along with them 
AS they bed done Along with the former, they msde prepArAtions to hove a grAnd 
holidAy end to come to the msidsn end oongregAte there with Iskhs of their brethren. 
Little did they know thet their processions would be stoned, thet their shops would 
be burnt end looted, they would be wsyleid, mobbed, stabbed end killed. 

Mr. tinrhAwerdy Agreed with the proposition thet he could not remsin in office 
If he celled upon the people to bresk the lew. But, he emphssised, thet August 16 
WM not A dsy in which direct notion was to be Isnnohed, nor was it a dsy, indeed, 
in which the people were celled upon to bresk the lew. It was a simple dsy for 
demonstrAtion end for listening to the speeches iustifying the policy of the 
Muslim Ijcsgue. Muslims were not resdy for direct Action end up till now they 
did not know whet form direct Action would take. 

Giving whet he described ss the politicsl bsckground of the Oslcutta oetas- 
trophe, Mr. Suhrswerdy said, *Mt seems to me thst the incidents which hsye taken 
place were the bounden results of a ohein of circumstances in various fields of life, 
results indeed the magnitude of which no one could foresees end which wm outside 
the experience of every one. The first end the mot important links in the chein 
am undoubtedly those factors which produced politiosl tension between the Hindus 
And the Muslims of au unimaginAblc And unforeseeable degree. The differing ideo- 
logies of Pakistan and Hindustan were being followed by Muslims and by Hindus 
In their Mpsrate camps with unyielding vigour and determination, backed by threats 
of civil war. Hut this background would never have seen the light of the day hod 
not the Oabinet Mission betrayed the Muslim League on the one hand, installed the 
Congress on the other without the Muslim League, and sowed whe seeds of dissension 
between us two and quietly slipped away to watch the results.'* 

It was A thousand pities that the Hindus of Bengal and tbe Calcutta were 
determined to see that August lo should not be a success, under the mistaken belief 
that If tbe Muslima mads thst dsy a sucoess, Pskistsu would be Mtablishod. 
That day was declared a holiday for the purpose of minimising conflicts. He hoped 
that if he proclaimed a holiday, the Hindus in their turn would gladly avail tbemtelvM 
of the facility tbna offered and would close their shops without being persuaded to do so 
by MutHme. The Chief Minister here read a trsnslstiou of a leaflet which he said 
was widely oirouiatad by the Hindu Mahasabba emphasising thst to observe hartal 
on August 16 would be helping the League and supporting their demand of 


Pakistan. 

The eeoond eeriea of links in the chain which was responeible for the catas- 
trophe WM the general spirit of lawlessness in the province. Tbe Government did 
little citiicr to delcnd Itself or to stem the rising wave of lawlessness, and it was 
quite clear thst a policy of non-interference with political demonstrstiona was pur- 
sue, and oivil liberties were made oo*terminttB with Iswleasness. As the police were 
the target for most of the attacks, the official policy was framed during the Section 93 
regime of not allowing palioe personnel on the streeto in troublous times exoept in 
partiee auffioiently nameura or adequately armed to defend themeelves, and this was 
the policy which was appaMutly followed in dealing with the eituation of 
Angnit 16. 

Replying to the erltielem of attempting to divest himself of reapousibility for 
law and order in Calcutta, of making the Commissioner of Police the acapegoat 
and of ahifting the reepousibility upon him, Mr. Suhrawardy wanted to atate 
eategorloally that he had no inoh intention. The Oommissioner of Poiioe, to his 
knowMge, put the emergency eoheme Into operation early in the day on Augnet 
16. He attlleed the forces at his^diepoial to tha best of his ability, but if he and 
hie poUoa ioree were overwhelmed, it wm not hie fault, The poliee force of Oaleatta, 
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Mr. iStthrtwafdy added* had aot been engaged in enffiolent nambere to take eharge 
of h general eommnnal eonflagration When fighting goee on in every etieet, lane 
and by*laoe« when hnman beinga eommitted aou of ortt«*lty and beetialiiy withont 
any praeedenne in the annale of Galon tta or of thU anb^ooniineDt. 

the Chief Miniater then referred to the allegation that when the polioe were 
naked to intervene in the aaaanlte and lootinga» they aaid that they had no ordera 
or they had ordera not to interfere. ean oategorioally atate/* ha aaid, **that no 
anoh ordera were iaaued. How can I or the Oommiaaioner of Polioe be held reapon* 
eible if in aome place or plaoea the polioe at hand do not intervene and do not 
perform ita duty in preaerving law and order..*' 

Esplatning the reaeona of hia etay in the control room at polioe headqnartera, the 
Ohief Miniater aaid that he waa tnna able do watch the conrae of the diaturbanoaa 
and how the moorta were dealt with and action wae taken on them. He had no 
donbt that not being entirly dumb, he offered aaggeatione when he deemed it 
expedient. The Chief Miniater continued that an far aa the direction and con rol of the 
police force waa concerned in Calcutta, the Oommiaaioner of Polioe waa veated with 
the atatotory reapooaibtlity, and what he bad aaid elaewhere, that neilhar be nor a 
higher power eonld intervene, wae atriotly correct. Apart from that, admin iatratively 
t wonld be wrong on the pirt of anyone to interfere with the Commiaaiooer's dia* 
poittiona without hia coneent. 

Mr Snhrawardy aaid tint at about 2 p.m. on Auguat 16, he told the Com ml* 
aaioner t)f Police that the military ahoiild be called out. At 2*45 p,m. a warning 
waa communicated to the military authoritiea to be in rcadineaa ae their aervicM 
might iie nquired. 4*3i) p.m.j the decieiou waa taken and communicated to the 
military authoritiea requesting them to come to the aid of ihe civil power, and for 
thia purpoae to concentrate a force at Sealdah in order to keep open certain import- 
ant thorough f area. In the evening of the day. he ioMiated that not only ahould 
the military be called out but ahould be placed on the ground. At 11 o'clock, It 
wae decided that the military would patrol the areaa already deaignated. At about 
noon the next day, the military made preparaiiona to take over oartaiu araaa In 
North Calcutta. These operations ended at 8 p.m. on Auguat 17. 

Mr. Suhrawardy paid that it had been insinuated that in the Control Room he 
utiliaed hia poaition to provide eacorte to Mualima only and not to Hindua. This 
waa damnably falee and many a Hindu gentleman could give evidence that 
be treated all alike and when armed guaioa were available they were eaeigiied to 
whosoever waa present 

Referring to the Opposition aaeertioii that there never would be peace in thle 
province unless a coalition waa formed, Mr. Suhrawardy said that bla views re- 
garding this matter waa known to them. How could there be a coalition in thia 
province with the Congr's*. when elsewhere there waa no oo-operatioo and coali- 
tion ? Had not Harder Vallabhbhai Patel spoken in no uncertain terms that *'it 
is absurd to talk about a coalition betweeu the Oougreaa and the Mualim League: 
their ideologies are too wide apsrt.'’ 

**Let US all wish ardently." he said, **that the disputes between the Congress 
and the Muslim league may be aettlcd at the centre in a real spirit of co-operation 
and friendlineaa motivated by the earnest deairo to see that peace prevails in India. 
Let us stop talking about civil war as the only other alteriiaiiva. You caouot have 
civil war in a country where either the Hindus or Muslims are closely interroiogM 
or one section is in a desperate minority and ie fverfectly defenceleee. That will 
not be a civil war. That will be inaeneate brutish butchery and we must avoid it 
If you do not want to make a political game of the lives of the people, if you ^ 
not think that Hinduathaii or Pakistan can be achieved by murdering your neigh- 
boar. if yon are determined to see that whatever the ideologies, local peace la maia- 
tained throughout and an earoeat effort la made to preserve peace without having to 
call in the military." 

Concluding, the Chief Minister hoped that this terrible cetactrophe which had 
happened in Calentta would be a lesson to those who might still think that they 
were playing with polities, with Ministries, with no-confidenoe motions, with the 
ba^edore and the ahuttlecock of power nnder the shadow of the British BaL 
"May it come to pesa that those who have died beve net died in vain, and on 
their graves let ne build a memorial of abiding peace and co-operation and atflve 
to work for the common welfare of the various peoples that inhabit thia aob-m* 
tinent.'* he edded. 

In hia survey of evente, Ifr. Buhrawardy aaid that he bad not Imiig hie head 
in ebame at the manner in which the Mualim League was betia)cd by the OaUnet 
25 
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lEMion. At A ratult of thalr doeition fhe If oilimi waro left barnlog with iomi« 
tnook agaioat tba Britiah Goferameol for ita Pigoal betrajaU It waa kma tbat 
tba Ooograat had allied iuelff with the Britlah GoTeroment and had aeoap^ an 
lotarim Gorernmaot ioeluding the linaltm Leagae, but the Mualim League though 
ifuantful of the Oongreaa attitude, atill deemed Britieh iraperialiam ita chief foe for 
hafiog played faet and loee with the Mnalioia. The Oongreaa, howerer, took their 
poaition too aeiioualy. They deemed tbat their entry into the Interim Gorern* 
meat had giren them unlimited power. If the Mnalima raiaed their heada they 
would be oruahed and cruahed eaaily. The League direct action they eooaidered, aa 
direct action againat them and not againat the Britiah Power, wboae anoeeaaore 
they fondly imi^ined themaelrea to be. Mr. Buhrawardy beliefed that Oongreaa 
feared tbat if direct action were to aueceed, it might induce Hie Majeety'e Oorero- 
mcot to modify their offer of power to the Congreea and they would lone the throne 
which they had captured. Hueh waa the panic that they cooaidered the 
ahadow of direct action to be direct action itaelf. 

The “no-confidence" motion waa loat with 87 voting for and l3l against. The 
other motion againat Mr. H. 8 . Suhrawardy, the Chief Mini 8 ter» waa also defeated, 
65 voting for and 130 against. 

Neither the strong plea of The Stateman made yeaterdav nor the xeaaoned 
ajpi)eal made by Oongreaa and Nationalist leadera to-day in tne Assembly to cast 
their votes on the aide of law and order aucoedded in influeneing the European 
group to take a poaitive attitude and they announced their decision to remain 
neutral. It was true that even if the European group of 35 members had voted for 
the motion, it would not have affected the result of the voting. The two ^mmu- 
niat members also remained neutral. 

It waa not however expected that the four Anglo-Indian members would vote 
for the Ministry, of the two Indian Christians, one supported the motion while 
the other walked into the Ministerial camp. Three Congress Harijan members, 
who crossed the floor a few days ago, sat in the League benches to-day and voted 
for the Ministry. 


The Rape of Noakhali & Tipperah 

The Hinduathan Standard wrote The “grievous misconception end faulty 
appreciation of the communal situation which the Governor of Bengal 
had permitted himself led to the more tragic happenings in Noakhali 
and Tipperah exactly after aeven weeks of tne Great Calcutta 
Carnage. The whole thing betrays secret preparations by evil-doers; aided and 
abetted, deliberately or unconsciously by overt and covert acts of irresponsible 
ommissioo and commission by men in f)ositiou of responsible authority. The 
open misuse of the Muslim League's flag by hooligaus was the main feature o{ 
such preparations. With opinions divideii amoug the leaders, constituting the 
High Command itself of the Muslim League, as to the non-violent and peaceful 
msoner of their * modus operand!,* a careful watch on the excitable sections of the 
publie partioularly in East Bengal was certainly indicated. But as in Calcutta so 
also in East Bengal the authorities miserably failed to do their duty in this 
respect" 

Aa the president of the B.P.C.C. ( 63 . Burendra M. Ghosh) had reported : “Civil 
administration has almost ceased to exist for a particular community in some 
riot-affeeted areas in the district of Noakhali." He farther proceeded to state that 
people belonging to the * 'minority community" who happened to be marooned in 
the affected areas were living undrr strict surveillance of local hooligans and in 
some areas permits were issued for egress from one vilage to another. When any 
military or civil authoritv visited the area, “people have to say tbat they have 
changed their religion of their own free will. Sometimes people are compelled to 
live ui houses not their own, but sent to their own houses on the approach of 
any official party. Subscription for a ^p^rticular political organisation* and 'nro- 
teotion tax' are Wng realised in some areas." Continuing, the report said that 
“with one ot two exceptions, nowhere was the mob confronted by the offloers en- 
trusted with the maintenance of Law and Order and no attempt was msde to check 
their progress.*' 
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The elleek wee enielly planned and thoroughly executed in all detaila» tie. 
dami^ler d male adulta. forcible oonTemton and re-marriage of women* dealriie* 
uon el property and cattle of the miuortty community. Thic it borne out by §0 many 
•tateaenta, apeeehea* reporte and correapondence (all publiahed in the local papei^ 
tIM U ia not poaatble to enumerate or reproduce them here. 

10th to ISth October 1946 

II atarted with organiaed hooliganiam by ^‘riotoua moba with weapona/* atfeo* 
ting a lotai area curering orer 000 QiOare aiilea of the badar and Feni bub-dirt- 
aiona of Noakhali, begiuuing from Thuraday Uct. la 

««£oqairiea at othoial auuroea/* a Bengal Preaa Adriaory Committee note aald, 
^lereal that military and armed police have been niahed to the affected areas 
which comprise the entire Kamguni* parts Of Begumgunj, Kai( ur, 8«nbag. Feni, 
Chagalnaiya and baudwip Thanaa.^* 

A depuuvion of Oalcutu-reaiding Noakhuli people waited upon Mr. Martyn* 
the Uome becreiary, who informed tiiem that a new Magiatratc, Mr. Mclnnncrnay, 
1.0.8.* had been down to the uiauict and more police and military had alto 
moved to the localttica. A Uoveriimeut of Ihmgal l^a note also admitted receiving 
^^preliminary reports of serious iawicaaucaa** in the district ol >oalLhali. 

From New lielhi* bj 8arat Ohanara Hose, the then Member-iu-eharge **Workat 
Mines A yower portfolios in the interim Government of India telegraphed to 

the (iovernor of Bengal intimating outbreak of the outragt^ua diaturhaiieea in 
Noakhali and also atating that **eoiuinuiikc«tioii to the Tbaiia 11. Q. had beap 
made impossible" and iminediale military aid was sought for. bp Bose imulored the 
Governor to take **stFoag action itu mediately to put down the violence.^ 

The bevrelary, All India Bindu Mahasabha, issued a statement detailing 
the horror and distress of the victims of '*this organised gigantie hooliganism, 
also mentioning inter alia that he had a few days ago himself apprised the 
Governor of Bengal personaly of the **cxplosive situation" without any "preven- 
tive action" being taken thereupon. He also laid stress u^rnn hts complaint in the 
course of this statement, that **an ex-&l.L.A. had bt^fii o|Krrily inoiliog 

the people for the last three months to acts of lawlessness and numerons 
public meetings had been held for this pur|>ose. Hut in spite of re- 

peated demands from the public, no restraint was put on the activities of these 
mischief- mongers and they were allowed freely to inflame the passions of the 
ignorant and fanatical massce." 

tCib. October 1946 

The Bengal Tress Advisory Oommitu^ released a telegram received (lom 
Messrs. Ksmini Kumar Uutta, Leader of Uie Coogri^s Tarty in the Bcmgal Legislative 
Council, and Hhtreudra >ath Uutta, Dy. Li^aderof the Cknigrcss Tarty m the Bengal 
Legislativtf Assembly. The telegrams referred urgently tu unch<H*kcd distfess 
caused by hooligans* atrocities adding : *The District Magistrate and 

the Tolioe bui^eriutendent of Koakhali took no su;ps to prevent the 
wholesale deeiructioii ol proiierties and lives of innocent villagers," and, "all ingresi 
and egreaa of the persecuted people to and from Uie affected areas, covering about 
2U0 sq. milea, are completely stopped and all apiiroaches to ibeae areas are being 
okieely guarded by hooligans, armed wuh deadly wesiious.** 

The telegram also referred to "the planned organisation behind this terrible 
carnage, arson and loot" and urging "imnutliate i-osting of military in Noakbali* 
Tipperah and Chittagong.*' it siatcd : **TnmbUw have spread over other thanas 
of Noakhali and portions ol liai'igaog, Faridgsu) and Laksham Thanas of 'iipperah 
District hsve slso breu affected.*' 

"beriona lawlessness in Ksmgunj, Be^mguni and Lakshmipur in Noakhali. 
and in the Haiigun) Tolioe btation area in Tipperah" was also admitted in a Bengal 
Government Tress note which stated that **strong action" was bcinic taken, that 
bee. 144 had been promulged in Feni and that "additional armed police are being 
sent to hast BeDgsl for use in Noakhali and Tipperah.'* 

Admitting ‘ very aenoua operation" in Noakhali, the Chief Minister at a PrcM 
Gooferenee in Oaleutte said that it had become oomewhat "difficult for the troopa 
to move in the affeeled area as canals had been dammed, bridges damaged and 
loads bloeked.** apart from rushing "more bsitalions," if needed* to the affeeCed 
aieaa, he eaid, he contemplated dropping "printed appeal and warning from the ate*' 
10 the people to slop theM thia^, 

Tha Chief Minister also ststod that the situation in Noakhali was sxtrsaBsly 
bid and that thsis had bean forcible conversion, plunder and loo^ **but ikssi 
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tUngi bad to be etopped.*' Dot he had "no idea,” he said, “why theae thinge had 
tftkeo phuse.** 

At leMt over 5000 persons have been killed in the lawleasneas in certain areaa 
in Noakhali and Ttpperan IHatricts since Oct. 10," stated the President, B.F.O.C«, 
adding : "Over 50,00U othprs have been affected by other acts of the rioters, namely, 
forcible conversion, forcible marriages and abductions." An idea of the extent of 
rape and abduction committed in the affected areas can be had from the following 
aeport published in the Hindusthan Standard of Nov. 5, from its Oomilla corres- 
pondent : 

''Mr. Simpson. LC.6. who was deputed by the Bengal Government to prepare a 
statistical rpcord ot losses and atrocities perpetrated in Chandpur Subdivision has, 
it is understood, completed his work. 

"It transpires from authoritative sources that in one area more than 300 cases 
of rape and in another area about 400 cases of rape on defenceless women w»‘re 
reccorded. A Deputy Mat; is irate deputed by tne District Magistrate, recorded 
statements of about 40 women of ages ranging from i2 to 60, who narrat^ painful 
stories of brutal outrage on their modesty." 

18th. October 1946 

Issued in the evening of the previous day (Oct 17), a Government of India Press 
note declared : "The disturbances Pave tended to move northwards away from the 
northern parts of Noakhali to the south western parts of the Tipperah district to 
Uajigun], Ohandpur and Lakshsm." 

But at a Press Conference in Calcutta on Oct. 16, the Chief Minister had said 
that the *'t<*ndency for it to spread has been definitely stopped”!— ‘‘Once more," 
commented 'The htatesman* (Calcutta) editorially, ' the administrative system 
in Bengal shows up in the ugly light of inefficiency." Continuing, it went on to sav : 
"It seems odd that despite evidence of administrative breakdown in a part of the 
province, for weeks notoriously menaced by just this sort of catastrophe there 
should have been no movement of the Governor or Chief Minister to the point of 
catastrophe. The one remains at Daijeeling, the other has gone to join him 
there." 

The total number of refugees ivere reported (unofficially) to have reached up 
to about 12000 at Ohandpur and Oomilla, BOOO at Eamgun) and at least lOOO at 
Calcutta. 

19th. October 1946 

Acharya Kripalini, Barat Chandra Bose and Siirendra Mohan Ghosh 
flew from Calcutta to the areas affected by tiie disturbances in Noakhali. Bhri- 
mati bucheta Kripalani, Maj-Gen. A. C. Ohatteijee and Kumar Devendra Lai iGiau 
M.L.A. (Central) also accompanied them. 

A telegram, received from Chaumuhani and dated Oct. i7, to the President 
B.P.0.0 stated tliat murder, looting, arson and conversion were still continuing in 
the area. It added : 'Unconveited people are being slaughtered ou mass scale. 
No help is available from the local authorities for rescue and protection. Full 
Military administration is required. People are starving for want of ration. Immediate 
action is solicited." 

At New Delhi on the previous (Oct 18) evening, Mahatma Gandhi who had been 
contacted personally by Dr. B. C. Boy on the morning of the same day and 
apprised of the situation in ^oakhali, refeired to the atrocities being perpetrated in 
Noakhali and tlie plight of the women there, in his usual after-prayer address, 
stating : "If one half of India's mankind was paralysed, India could never 
really feel free. I would far rather sec India's women trained to wield arms than 
that they should feel helpless." Honour, he said, knew no surrender to any power 
on earth. "Self-immolation by talking poison" was a better way out, he suggested, 
than surrender to dishonour. 

And, at a matter of fact, it was soon revealed that this was exactly what the 
women had been forced to do. "The history of the heroic Bajput ladies was 
repeated in Noakhali," wrote the "Hindusthan sUudard," "when a large number of 
women in order to save their honour jumped into fire and many took poison and 
some committed suicide by hanging." 

26tb. October 1946 

"The (Governor of Bengal accompanied by his Chief Minister and the Inspec- 
tor-General of Police, Bengal, visited Feni by plane and flew over the affected 
areas of the districts of Tipperah and Noakhali yesterday" (Got. 18), declared a 
Government of Bengal Press note. 
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"Amrdiog to the lefugeee,** wrote % oorret|K>ndent from ComlQa in the 
ooiine of a deepateli released for pubiieatiou on uct. iU evening by tne tkmgal 
i^reee Advisory Committee, ‘*uot a single arrest was made during all iue 5 days of 
lawlfliiliess in Noakn«li, nor was a single snot tired except in one ease. The mill- 
iary and armed police since posted are extremely inadequate.*' The despatoh also 
aaiu : **Thc hooligans are now reported to be adopting new uetics. They go to 
one or two houses in a village, ask people to change iheir religion and slaughter 
their entile snd set fire to their hoiises. Xhese are generally followed by wholesale 
cvacnatioo of villagers in panic/' 

list October 1940 

In London, on the same day, the Under-becretary for India (Mr. Arthur 
Henderson) read in the ilouse of Commons a report from the (ioveruor of ileugai 
wherein His Excellency bir Frederick burrows had auted that **the number of 
dead from the rioiiug tin East Bengal) wete exi*ecU‘d to be tow in the three-figure 


Tue President-elect of the Indian National 04)uRrcsa (Acharya kripalaui) in 
company with bj. barat Chandra Bose returiicii to Calcutta on buuUay (Ooi. 
90) and revealed his first impressions of tiie tour. *‘11 was impossible for us to ascertain 
the exact number of casualties, but we hsve no doubt whatever that Uie figure 
mentioned by the authorities are an under-estiiuaus" he said. 

**Ncitutr the public nor the authorutes have any means to estimate these 
figures at present," he ootiunued. * The area of disturbance seems lu b« closed 
not only to the public but to the aulhoritica also." 

ihc j^itor of the 'Aiiands Bazar i'atrika*, who had accompautad thoCougrcaa 
l*resideiit-eli*ct*s party also returned with tlieni in the same plane. 

A VVarilhagiiii) message, dated Oct. 10, received by Uie ''Hindustan Standard** 
from its own (mrrevpondent, was published, auuouiiciiig Mahatma Oandhi's decision 
to visit East Bengal. 

Caused by a body of hooligans (it was **tiu general nsiiig" of the majority 
community against Uie minority comiuuuity) who have exploited tuc existing 
communal feeling and who, as Uiey range the countryside, are teiiiporanly joined 
in each locality by * bclligCTent roughs" (in the words of the Uuder-caidetary 
of btate for India, Nir. Arthur ileodersuu, speaking at the House of Commons on 
uct. II,) the * disturbances" coiutuued ; and Uie autuorities respousiule for law and 
order and the isovcrnmeiit in me province plaintively dcclarco that 'restoration of 
order is ham))ered by bad comnmtiicatious which make it dilliculi tu establlah 
conuct with the mam Umiy ol rioters." Ju course ul the same stautmout, Mr, 
Henderson asked the (Conservative) Uppusttion to appreciate that law and order 
IS a provincial subject and, uierelorev me reaianisibility was primarily of Uie Bengal 
ministry and the legislature. 

i.M)mmeutiijg ou the amazing report of the iiovernment of Bengal as read out 
to the House of Commons, hj. barat ciiaudra Bose ehalleugcii the " low in the 
three figure" stalemeut about Noakhah casualties ol the minority cummuuity 
arising out of the 0 |icii aud unprovoked war ol extetmiualiou launched againat 
them by the majority eommunify. "At one place, namely the Outchery and resi- 
dence ol bp burciidra Kumar Bose, 4c0 persons are reported in the Freas to have 
been muracred in one aay. A large number of persons, including iiai baheb 
Hajendra Lai Hoy, Fresideut of Noakuali Bar, were murdered at bj. Hoy's house on 
the third day ot the disturbances. '\No police help." coutinutd bj. Bose, "was given 
to the persons and families attacked, although timely appeals lor help were made. 
The disturbances were caused by organ iaed bands consisting of ex- military men. 
Information was sent in writing to the local Magiatrate and the police of Uie prs- 
paratioub that were being made by persona mentioned above, but no action was 
Ukeo." 


"Un the Asad Hind Government declaration day,*' said Bj. barat Chandra Bose 
in course of another Press stau meut, * 1 solemnly appealed to the fighuug elemetiui 
and revolutionary forces in India to consolidate aud organise tucmselves imme- 
diately to resist mis mad orgy of internecine violence and to defeat iL" 

"From what 1 have seen and heard the day before and yesterday," said the 
Preaident-eloct of the Indian National Congress (Achsrya Kripalani) on Uct. 91, 
am clearly of opinion that whatever the Government, Provincial or Oenlrai| 
may or may not do, every Bengalee, male or female, haa to defend himaell or heraeli 
by whatever means he or she can think." , ^ 

He also instance the example ol ‘'bhri Rajendra Lai Roy and hia laiidlf 
Wbo defied a mob lor two lull daya and lell fighting*" 
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.• M I Oa October 34Uiy c Bengal Oorernment Free# .note boacted of '*actiTe open- 
tiona to rouuU up the iiooligana.’* But on Nov. VS, ibe following mfiiagr aame 
from Cnaumtuiani : 

/'Two peraona who were returning home after attending Mahatma Oandhi'a 
evening prater on buuday (Nov. iVl) are reported to have been murdered on the 
wey aDoui aix milea from JLhittapara (Manatmaji'a camp) by one of the alleged 
noiorioua miaoreanta. Folioe and miiiiary aearchea are going on, but the gUeged 
aaaailant haa not been found.** 

A requeat for **eitective remedial meaaurea" to the Home Department of the 
Interim oeutrai Uoverumeut waa made by Bj. Kamini Kumar Dutta, Leader of 
the Uongreae Fariy, Bengal Legislative Council, after giving **a broad outline of 
the devastation and lawlessness in Noakhali." In the course of a statement bj. 
JLftt^ta said : **No one from ouside can enter .the atteoted areas without peril of 
of life and that area has been cut oil* from civiliied world.'* Bj. Dutta also stated 
that after a iiersonai visit of enquiry undertaken on the i3thi he met the Minister 
Of Civil supplies on the loth as tne latter was on his way to Noaknali. He had 
also luterviesfed the buperintendent of X'olice before. *‘lhe authorities,*’ continued 
bj. Duirta, **are very anxious to shroud the whole affair from public inspection. Lest 
their criminal inelhciency will then be fully established. No force was sent to the 
affected area till October i4ih. There was the mockery of some police othcers visit- 
ing the area before 14th, but by their inactivity they encouraged depredation.** 

Tne Executive Council of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee adopted 
resolutions at its meeting held on Tuesday, October stating Tnter alia* that : 
*«Wiuesprcau and organised lawlessness in many parts of the Province, parti- 
cuiariy m Calcutta, Noakhali, iipperah, Dacca and other districts of East Bengal" 
were noted by it with deep concern ; *‘ali Congress Committees and all Congreas 
workers" were enjoined to organise such defence *'aB were feattible and practicable 
under the present circumstances" so that the people might not yield lo panic and 
terror ; bj. bsrai Chandra Bose was empowered to form a Central Committee and 
do the needful lor relief, rehabilitation and protection of tbe people affected or who 
may be affected by the communal disturbances. Condemning **the Uoverumeut 
dominated uy the coiumunai Muslim League Minibtry," and tor the Governments 
failure to check muider, loot, arson, forcible conversion and viie offencea 
against women that had become 'matters of daily occurrence/* the Executive Coun- 
cil called upon **ali law-abiding citizens to orgauise themselves for self-defence, 
instead oi depending on the .Governmental niachiuery which has failed to 
discharge its primai-y obligations of maintaining law ana order." 

A representative of the Bengal Press Advibory Committee, reporting after a 
tour of the riot-affected areas in Noakhali said : ”ii is a misnomer to characterise 
uiese happenings merely as 'lawlessness* or 'communal disturbances.' They are 
nothing snort ot a total war upon the minority community waged in the name of 
a political organisation with the Ministry under its coniroi and with the officialdom 
ciihcr in collusion or as a conniving party." 

"The principal motive behind these acts." wrote "The Btatesman** 
of Calcutta, was "looting and conversion of people to a new faith." 

**This outburst oi hosulities is ihe direct result of the politics of hate and strife 
that the iViusiim League has practised for the past months and of the 
threats of violence that it has held out in the past months, "declared the Congreas 
Vvorking Committee's lesoiutiou on the Bengal situation adopted on uct. 
34. '*Jburbhei'," added the resolution, the Governor and the Governor-General who 
ciaixu to possess special responsibiUtieB in such matters must also share the 
burUeu for cveuls in Bengal." 

iieuce by the third week from the commeDcen.ent of the East Bengal "dia- 
turbances" in Jbeni on cot. b, the country had no room for ooubt that the socall- 
ea "minority" community of Bengal were being barbarously victimisid by joint 
negligence or the representatives ot the British Crown and the established Muuim 
Btague Government of Bengal. A direct outcome oi this mad marauding to Pakia- 
laurse Noakhafi has been the following, a mere instanoe out ot innumerable aueh 
tragedies : 

"1 remember the woeful scream of my daughter when she was snatched away 
from my bosom," said an agonised mother to Gaudhiji at Noakhali, whose daugh- 
ter nad been carried away by an educated youngman of the majority community. 
"T'ou can easily realise, Mahatma as you are, the agony of a moth^’s heart. I 
wUi not let you go away from this part of the province until 1 get back my be- 
loved daughter." 
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Ptartlur stadj ot Uw sitMtioa niut b« piocNded with from this foom in 
pMp0OtiT6. 

At a maiB mealioR at New Delhi on Ooi. 25, held under the prcaldaatdlip 
of tha Managing Director, **Ananda Bazar Patrika** and *Mlinduathan Htandard^* 
(Q. Biueah Chandra Majnmdar). ** immediate ret*ail of the Bengal Governor, diaal-* 
aeal of the Sithrawardy Ministry and intervention of the Centre wiUi a view to 
•topping the present lawlessness in Bengal** was demanded in a resolution. 

Meanwhile things were by no means quiet in East Btmgal despite the actions 
of the pdtoe snd the military. The total areas adtHited now oxcecdt*d over 500 
aqnare mtlM. Reports of hooligans hampering relief work were received from 
unexpected plaees, for instance, Comtila. *^lt is impossible to estimate*.** declared 
Lt-Gen F. K. R. Bucher, G. 0. 0., Eastern i'/omraaiid, addressing a Press Confe- 
rence on Oct 96, in Calcutta, on the situation in Noakhali and Tip|M»nili Distriois, 
*‘how long it will take to restore ctmiidenct- in the disturbinl artHts" But be 
appeared confident that with a strength of military forces in the distnrhed 
aress, confidence would be restored lO or 14 days,'* 

In the course of a si»eech broadcast from Dc'ht. the Viceroy also had said 
*toter alia* on Oct, 28, **1 want to impress on you that with the formation of a 
Coalition Government. India has taken another grc.it stride forward on the road 
to freedom Let us not look backward to old hatn^ds and in)iirics and ri<cnmitia« 
lions, but forward to the prospect of a free, |>owerful and pros]>eroiis Inilia." 

Ill plain and simple langiiagc. His Ezerllcitcy was inviting Uii> country to 
accept the **fait acootnpU" of Pakistan which hud been oh siiif^ by the Muslim 
League's wcll-dcmonstnitcd ^'Direct Action" and tlius u(*ccpt tht* ^'status quo.'* 

No wonder that the Viceregal aiinonncement encouraged the Bengal Govern- 
ment to fn»sh demonstration of their ‘‘primary rcHiiKinsihility.* in the matter »o 
withdraw ‘*the exemption granted to tit * pnhiieution of comiiiuiiicated to 

the Press by the Press Atlvisory IVngal" The full mischief of this 

order was iilumitiod by the m^eipi, on Novemlx-r 4 at t'sleutta. of a t ’legram by 
the President, Bengal Provincial (.Vingniiis ('ommiftM*, from Mr. Anatida Mohon 
Poddar, M.L.A. (Central), and i'hairman, Nfirainguni Munieipality, stating that inci- 
dents had happened in scv«Tal moffuuil areas in the sun-division and in the town itaelf. 

At the Houst^ of Commons, on the same day (Nov: 4), Mr. Arthur Hender- 
son admitted that Mymensingh had also betui sfTtH'ied by cornniuiial ri^'ling, 
although the ''general situation in F^st Bengal was under control" iiud 'hooligan 
bands'* did not ap|>ear to In* 'o|H‘rstttig' 

Wc shall conclude with two quotations from two distinguishf*d people. Miss 
Muriel Lester and Dr. Amiya Chakravarty who had gathered first-hand informa- 
tion for Uiemselves before making their siatemeiits. 

On Nov. C, Dr. Chakravarty int4*rviewed .Mahatma Gandhi, prior to the 
Mahatma's densntm* for Noakhali. at r‘todei»ore (where Mahatm^ji was held up so 
Iona because the (toveriimeiit could not make proper arrangements for his transport 
to Soakhttli). "The most urgent and tin|K*rative in^'d inw." said Dr < 'hakravariy, 
"is to rescue the numberless abducted wom“ii who are »n turning in 'burklia* and 
who, for obvious reasons, could not be approatdied by the niilibiry." It was a 
very trying time for Mabatmaji Heports from liMigal and Bihar liad driven him 
to the despair of threatening a "fast unto death" but he conseiittMl to put it off 
and place nimaejf 'on reduced diet*' during bis sojourn of the airect4Mi areas. 

Writing from a relief centre in an t'.ast B<«ngal village. Miss Muriel licster stated : 

*' worst of all was the plight of the women. Several of them hsd to 

watch their husbands being murdered snd then be forcibly coiivertdl and married 
to some of those responsible for their death, Those women had a dtad look. It 
was not despair, nothin|; so active as that. It was blackness . The esting of beef 
and declaration of allegiance to Islam has bi^cti forced utxiii many tliousaiids as 
the price of their lives ..Perhaps the only thing that can De quite f»ositively asser- 
ted,* she continues, "about this orgy of arson and violence is tbat it is not a 
•pofitaneous rising of the villagers. However many goondas may live in liengal, 
they 8re incapable of organising this campaign on their own initiative. Honsfis 
have been sprayed with petrol and burnt Who supplied this rstioned fuel? Who 
imported stirrup pumps into this area? Who supplied the weapons?,. 

**The goondas seem to tbink that they really are the rulers of this beautUal 
mss Os Bengal. One tees no sign of fear among those who had stood by aad 
wntehsd destroetioD, tyranny and aggression, or anxiety as to future puoiaiimelit 
doM not seem to exist" 


The Bihar Riot 

Origin of the Trouble 

The eommunal carnage in the Bihar prortnce, which was reported to hare started 
in Chapra town on the <4ta Oetebar IS46 affected fairly wide areas in Chapra* 
Patna and Bhagalpnr districts. 

The atiiiosphere« howev*^r, was ten^c in some districts and in Patna city, and 
there 'was dang t of the maraud<irs shifting the sc<»ne of their depredations to 
other areas, particularly in the border region of Gsya district. 

The happenings in E:iH Bengal and propaganda by certain elements were 
stated to have creat'd a frenzy, ultimately culminating in the outbreak of 
lawlessiKSS * 

Estimates of the gravity of conditions and the number of casualties varied 
widely and it was difficult to arrive at corr<x:t figures. Bom? r>0 villages in Patna 
district and about the same number in the two districts of Chapra and 
Bhagalpur were affected. Other parts were free of violence. 

Authoritative quarters believed that tht numbt^r killed was about 40^ but other 
reports put it muon high<«r, sometimes counting in thousands. Over 400 houses in 
Pstna district alone had been burnt. The number of refugrnni in Patna exceeded 
4.000 aud the problem had become acute. Elsewhere their number was limited. 
There was one Government relief camp, where food, clothing and shelter were 
provided for the refugees. Muslim * heaguc circles said that there were about 
14,<X)0 rcfugei^s in the c<ty, living in 20 relief camps run by them. Orders under 
Bee 144 OrVe were proinulgateil in th** affi?eU*d villages ou (Jet 28 and in the 
disturbed towns on Oct 29. in Patna and other ttffir.Uul towns, curfew between 
6 P.m. and 5 a.m. was imposed on Oct 29. the military was called out in aid of the 
civil authoritifsi on N(jv 1. The police and the military were re|>orted to have fired 
on aome occasions, but not many casualties as a result of this had been re|K>rt<'d. 
No supply ditAc.uities had been experienced. One railway station was burnt, result- 
log in some dislocation in the running of trains. 

Peack Appeals 

In some affected areas, Congrc'ss and League leaders bad b<H;n co-operating in 
combating lawlessnfws and issuing ap^'sls for peace. 

Mr. Antigrahfi Narain iitngh, rinanct* .Minister, who had been touring some 
of the disturbed areas, in an interview, said that the death figuri^s might be 
between 300 and 4(X) although panic has boeu nnipoiisible f tr patting the number 
much higher in some circhTS He said ; "•Many instances have come to notice 
when victims of one community have been given shelter by members of the other 
community and have tMiabled them to cvacuati* to safe plactsi at the (mrliest moment. 
It IS correct that many houses have been btiri>t. but not b'*fore the inmates had 
left them. Mobs from outside were n?snoiisihle We cannot give any exact n^on 
for this frenzy, but it app'ars that East Bengal iinddents had deep repercussions 
on the imputation here. To certain extent, agent provacateurs have also been carrying 
on uefariaus profiaganda. Wa have not been able to spot them. As soon as we 
spot them, we will deal with them very severely. 

"'Military and police have been poshvi at all atrategic centriis. Police protec- 
tion has been extended to evacuees ■ Patna, Chapra and Bhagalpur towns have 
been affected, but are now reported quiet. 

Ohapra, portions of the Sadar sub-division have beeu affected, but latest 
reports say that we district is quiet. No iucideuts have been reported during the 
last two days. 

**Bhsga]par town is now calm, but disturbances are likely to extend to the 
rural areas. 

did not reslize at the beginning that the riots would spread as they did. 
They were, however, local and spontaneous, and certainly not organized, what- 
ever force we had at our disnosal, we immediately sent to places from where 
reports of disturbances came. When that appeared inadequate, the Military was 
called in aid of the civil authorities on Nov l. The Military are very helpful and 
we expeot more energetic co-operation from them after the visit of the Viceroy and 
the Oentral Government MemWrs. 

*'AU officers concerned are rendering splendid service. We are hopeful that 
in three or four days we will be able to bring the entire situation under contxoL 
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“Oof«niMiit«re giving relief to whoever eome m refugeee and ehooie to live 
in Qover&inant campa. Ai yet* no difficulty regarding supply of ettfintial oommodl* 
ties hare been Idt as a result of the riots.** 

Neluru's Visit to Affected Areas 

Pandit Nehru and Mr. Abdul Rab Niehiar accompanied by Mr. Xasgraha 
Naraiu Singha^ Finance Minister and Mr. Abdul Bari. President of the whar 
Provincial Congress Committee and Mr. Nauman and other Muslim League leaden 
visited Jethli. Fatwa* Hakhtiarpur and Bihanharif. 

At .Tethli. Pandit Nehru saw the arson committed by hoolmns and at Fatwa 
addressed a large gatlicring and appealed lor peace, amity and concord between 
the Hindus and Muslims in Bihar, lie warned the people that the Government would 
not tolerate jungle law and most drastic steps would be taken by the Government 
to stop destruction of human life and property. 

At Biharsharif, in spite of tltc tense communal atmosphere and againat the 
advice of local officials, Paiidit tNebrii addressed another meeting and explained 
his mission to the people and re(|a<Hitcd them to live in peace at all costs. 

&rdar Abdul Ksb Nishtiir also addr^sed the gstlicniig and appealed to the 
Muslims to maintain peace. 

On his return journev. Tziiidit Nehru addressed a meeting at Jothli village 
where there was trouble tne previous day and after uddn»istiig a meeting in Patna 
city he and i^ardar Nishtar boardctl a s|KH*isl train to .Ichaiianad. 

'*If you want to kill a Muslim you must kill me first and proceed to do 
whstever you choose after inarching over ray deatl body/* said Pandit Nehru add- 
ressing a public iu«vting at Tsregna, one of the worst atfccted areas where the 
railway station had been burnt and a number of ptH>plc killiHl. 

Addnwstng nuH^tings at l\Km(»ooii. Nadaul and .luhansbad, Pandit Nehru 
made it plain that the CYOvornmeiit wotibl take the must stringent measure to quell 
the disturbances. If the rioters did not repent for their acts and behave pro|>erly. 
the (^vern merit would not show any mercy towarfls tliein and they w'Oiild be fired 
upon and bombed from air if ncc(*ssary. 

At all these intaHings, Pandit Nehru severely chastised the pcrople for resort- 
ing to acts of iawlcs8m*ss and told them they were seriously mistaken if they had 
thought that Hwara) meant the fro<Hiom to cut the throats of the people with whom 
they disagreed. He made |K)iiit<‘d reference to the majority communijy in the 
Provinof* ami saiil that the shouts of Mahatma Gandhi-ki-jai or Pandit JawaharJal 
Nehru*ki>iai did not sound pleasing to bis ears when he knew that they had in- 
dulged ill acts of violence i(ist<«ad of sacriheing their lives to protect their Muslim 
brotnern. By these acts they bad provid traitors to their country and placed 
serious obstacles on the psth of Swaraj. 

Pandit Nehru ro|x*atiHlly asked his audience at every meeting to give him the 
assurance that they would ^ivc adequate protection to the Muslims even at the 
cost of sacriheing their all instead of thinking and acting in terms of retaliation 
for the happeniogs in hast IWiigal. 

Everywhere the crowds which had assembled to hear Pandit Nehru took bis 
rebukes silently and at several places shouted ihe slogan **liindu-MutUm Ho** 
at the end of his speech. 

At two sutions Muslims rcpreaeiitod to Pandit Neliru that they might be 
evacatod from cerUin places which had become unsafe (or them and urged that 
officials should take immediate ste^ia lor the safely of the persons concerned. 

**Thw MADKEsa Must EniV* 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru issued the following statement from Patna on 
Ihe 5th November : 

**Boon after my arrival here on third evening, I sent a bdegram to Mahatma 
Gandhi in reply to an enquiry of his. Tlus enquiry related to a specific instance 
and f And considerable prominence has been given in the local Press to my reply 
and it has been taken to apply to the whole Bihar situation. 1 want to make 
It clear that this was not my intention and 1 would not speak of the whole sitiui* 
tion on arrival here without fuller knowledge. 

**WbUe exaggeration U undoubtedly bad and must be avoided, to under-rale 
what baa happened or is happening is alto bad and dangerous. 

**Wbat has happened and is hapjiening in certain parts oi Bihar ia terrible, 
end I can hardly believe that human beings can behave so. 

'^We have to pul an end to thm madoeaa immediately and then we «an iftee 
96 
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Aboai it teier* Any person who minimises the grsvity of the sltimtiOD here does 
no serrice,*' 

Official Review of the Situation 

* The Director of Publicity, Biher issued the followinK commauique on the com- 
munsl situntion in Bihsr from Pstne on the 4th November:-- 

Reports received at the hcfadqustere go to sho v that the presence of troops 
and TigorouB peace efforts are having a reassuring effect, althou^ tension is still 
acute over a large part of the IVoviiitcc. 

No incidents iiave occurred in Patna during the last 24 hours except that 
there was a su iden panic in the Hanki|)ore area last night. K<'ports of ars<in at 
a place ll miles east of Patna t'ity were n^eiveo yesterday. Trooiw opened fire 
aa a result of which four p>rsons were killed. No incideirs are reported from the 
HUaa and Islampur areas. Heriuus trouble is reporUxl to have broken out near Ekaii- 
garsari in the Patna district, where a number of |3crsons are said to have been 
killed including some policemen. Casualties appeared to bo heavy but details are 
lacking. 

Iroopa have taken up positions in the Mskdumpur area of Gaya district 
from whern trouble was reported. Gaya town is ouiet. Military patrols are active. 

The aituation is reporUfd to be tense in the jahanabad area. Five dead bodies 
were recovered in Nawabganj. 

Oiiapra town was quiet, but the situation in the niofussil area is still not free 
from anxiety and strict vigil is being mHintained. 

Mofighyr town is (|iuet, but serious trouble is ro[>ortcd from the Tarapur 
police station. Tturty dead bodies have be<*ii recovered, 

Rioting occurred in Rajoon area in Biiagalpur district. Some casualties have 
been reported but authoritative figures are. not yet available. The areas of Hantal 
Pargauas, bordering on Bhagalpur iistriet, are showing sign of tensiou and trouble 
li report^ from the Bohaguma atca Four cases of death have o<rcurred. 

Parties of Hindii ana Muslim w<*rkcrH are moving from place to place a{>pea> 
ling to the people to maintain peace and it is producing good results. 

Mahatma Gandhi to Fast Unto Death 

^‘Mahn^ma Gandhi has decided to undertake a fast unto death unless 
thia fratricidal war in Bihar stop'^ within hours. If the worst happens, Mahatma 
Gandhi may come lo Bdiar and start the fast here.'* 

't his was announced by l >r. Kajendra Prasad, Food Member, at a PressIConferoiice 
at Patna on the oth November, convened by the I'rimc Minister of Bihar, 
Mr. Bri Krishna Htiiha. 

Acharya Kripolani, IVcsidcnt-clect of the i.kmgress, who also attended the 
conference and Dr, Kajendra Prasad arrived by air from Delhi in the 
afternoon. 

Mr. Hri Krishna Stnha tleclart'd that the Government had in mind tlic promulga- 
tion of an ordinance shortly to control publicunon of news relating to riots and 
oomroe.nts on them. 

Ou account of Mahatinaji's dt'cision, he made a special request to Preas 
to exercise the utmost restraint, lie apiiealcd to the l'nn>8 to help the Government 
in restoring order by refraining from publication of unauthorized re}M>rta 
about communal disturbances and comments likely to inflame communal 

paaaion. 

Gandhui’t Call lo Bihar 

An appeal to Bihahs not to degrade themselves and drag down Iiidin was made 
in a letter 'Ho Biiiar" addre^Htd on the 6th Novembi r by Mahatma Gandhi. 
Gandhi}! said that predominantly for reasons of health he had put himself **od the 
lowest diet possible simti atter iiiy reaching Calcutta. That diet now 
continues as a penance after the knowledge of the Bihar tragedy. The low 
diet will become a fast unto death if the erring Biharts have not turned 
over a new leaf.** The following is the text of Gandhiji's letter : — 

'*To Bihar— Bihar of my dreams seems to have falsified them. I am 
not relying upon reports that might be prejudiced or exaggerated. The continued 
presence of the Central Chief Minister and his «:olleague furnishes an 
moquent talc of the tragedy of Bihar. It is easy enough to report that things under 
the Muslim League Government in Bengal were no better and for worse and that Bihar 
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wtt Mttlr • molt of tha Ultar. A bad act of one party la no }aailflattioo for 
iha ateUar net by tha oppoaita party, wora aspaeially whan it U riichty proud of 
iu loogiit and laneeat poUtioal record. I muai confeaa, too, that alUioatli 1 
ha?a boMi in Oalcaita for over a week. I do not yet know iha niKnituda of tha 
Bengal tragedy. Thongh Bihar ealla me. 1 muet not interrupt my programma for 
NoakhalL And ia ooouter-eommanaliam any enawar to the oommunaliam of whl^ 
Congraaeman bare aocuaad the Mualim League? la it nationaliam to aaak bar* 
baroualy to oruah iha 14 per cent of the Mualima in Bihar? 

Duty Towards Mihoeity M 08 umb 

**I do not need to be told that 1 muei not condemn the whole of Bihar for 
tha aaka of tha aina of a few thouaand Biharia : Does not Bihar take credit for one 
Brijkiahore Praaad or one Rajendra Praa*d? I am afraid, If the miaoonduet In 
Bihar continuea, all tha Hindua of India will be condemned by the world. That le 
ill war and it ia not a bad way either. The miadeede of Bihari Hiudua may iuati- 
fy Qatd-a*Azam Jinnh'a taunt that the Congreaa ie a Hindu orgaiiiaation in apite 
of iu boaat that it haa in tta raiika a few btkha, Mualima, Chriatiana, Partia and 
othara. Bihari U indue are iu honour bound to regard the minority Mualima as 
their brethren requiring protectiou equal with the veat majority of Hindua, Lai 
not Bihar which haa dona ao much to raiae the praeitga of the Oongraaa be the Aral 
to dig ita grave. 

am in no way aahamed of my Abimaa. I have coma to Bengal to aea bow 
far in the nick of time my Ahiiuaa ia able to eapreaa itaelf in me. But 1 do not 
want in thia latter to talk of Ahimaa to you. 1 do want, however, to tell that what you 
are reported to have done will never count an Act of bravery. For thouaanda to do 10 
death a few hundreda ia no bravery, it ia worae than cowardice. U ie unworthy of 
nationaliam or any religion, if you had given a blow agaiiiat a blow, no one would 
have dared to {>oint a finger agaiuat you. What you have done ie to degrade your* 
aelvaa and drag down India. 

*'You abould aay to l*andit JawharUIji, Niatar Babeb and Dr. Kajendra Pmaad 
to take away their military and themaelvea and attend to the afiaira of India. 
Thia they can only do, it you rei>eot of your inhumanity and aaaure them that 
Mualima are aa much your care at your own brotbera and aiatera. You abould not 
reat till every Muslim refugee has come back to hie home which you abould under* 
taka to rebuild and ask your Miniatera to help you to do ao. You do not knew 
what critics have aaid to me about your Miniatera. 

'iiiHABis MPHT Turn Over Nkw Leaf** 

*'l regard myaelf aa a part of you. Your affection haa compelled that lojyalty 
In me. And aiiice 1 claim u> have better appreciation than you aeero to have afiown 
of what Bihari Hiudua abould do. 1 cannot real till 1 have done aome measure of 
penance. Predominantly, for reaaona of health, L had put inyeetf on thi' iowaatdiet 
poaaible aoon after my reaching Calcutta. That diet now continuea ae a penanoa 
after the knowledge of the Bihar tragedy. The low diet wilt become a faat unto 
deatti if the rrriug Biharie have not turned over a iicvi leaf. There la no danger of 
Bihar miaukiug my act for anything other than pure iHinanca aa a matter of aaer^ 
duty. 

*'Nn friend abould run to me for aaaiatanoa or to ahow sympathY, I am aur* 
rounded by loving frieude. It would lie wholly wrong and irralavani for any paraon 
to copy me. No aympaibetic faat or aeroi*faat ia catiad for. Bucb action can only 
do barm. What my penance abould do is to quicken the conacienca of Iboaa who 
know me and believe in my 6on<i Jides, l^t no one be anxioua for me. I am like 
all of ua in God's keeping. Nothing will happen to me ao long aa Ha wanta aarvioa 
through iha preaant tabernabla. 

Pt. Nehra't Spirited Appeal 

Pandit Jawharial Nehru, Vice* President of the Interim Oovernmant, addreaalog 
a large meeting bald at tha Bankipur Maiden on the ath Novambar, aaid : *Tt la a 
matter of ahama for me to come down hare and ask you to observe tha baala 
piineiplaa of civiliaad conduct when ao many problems, national and ioternatloaat, 
are facing ua and need aolution. Things which even a child tinderstanda have to 
be rapaated to you at thia ataga that you should not kill your oaightumr 
or sat houaaa on fire or loot property which doea not belong to yon. 

Pandit Nehru added : **By no ataodarda of civiliaad conduct can acta of law* 
laaaneaa and killing of naigfaboora be joatifiad. lliara can ha no iualUlaatioii for 
•topping to baatiaiity» aimply iMeaaaa aoma of your fallowman hata loat Ihalr T 
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•Itapiitra. I litTtf batri •iale.iU tad /*iiim**-WAtUbf thdatfafl; bat 

wbAt ii h«pp 9 ata[c in tbii pr^fiaoo It pan aad tidupla bo^tig^nifm aod U it foar 
6ril tal fmmm daty %o stop it at oata aad at til eotu. Yaa canoot thlft the 
mjM^W|ty^^ by timply atyioK that yoo did not take part In It 

Whit Jiappened In Noakhall wot certainly bod enoogb, Pandit Nehm ooid, 
bttt aafily that eonld not woth away the tint conoiUted io Bihar. He foiled to 
onderotand how the elmpte-mindea klaatia of Bihar were maddened in thie 
way to behaye liki beotUt He had heard ohonte of “Delhi Chalo** from them. But 
dr oetkme hod mode Delhi dittent for him for the time beina, at be eould not 
hi^ to Delhi learloK thioao at they were after what he hod eeen end hoard 


S 


itoferring to the atmoopbere of eutpicion prevailing in the provinee» Pandit 
NehfO ioid that people hod met him in the villogea and even in the town of Patna 
Hodf expretiiog their fear of their neighboara. He regretted that the ter of the 
roling roee which hoe lieen ditpelled by the untiring eiiorta of Mahatma Gandhi 
ihottid now be eupplanted by the fear of their own countrymen. For the good of 
the eoanlry» if not for anything elee, thie fear mnet have to be diepelled for good. 
**No country oan progreee if ite people are fearful of each other*', he added. Pandit 
Nehru odvieed to people to ehed all fear and to dieoontinue ehoutiog of elmoe 
whioh created paiiie for the time being. “Diecountenance rumoura, organiee dmnoe 
oommitteee if you like, but be courageoue/' be aaid 

Pandit Nehru regretted that the |)eople by their actioiia had forced the hondi 
of the Government to retort to force and aummon military aid to control the aitua- 
tion. No Governmeiit either of Hindue or Mualima could tolerate lawleaaoeae and 
woe bound to take repreaaive meaMurea and uae force for reetoring peace. When 
the Government hod to follow auch a courae by firing macbine-guniiing and bomb- 
ing people, both the innocent and the guilty had to auffer. Bucb a courae aurely could 
not be deairable for the people^ but would be iuevitable if acte of lawleaeneaa con- 
tinued. He aeaured the people that the aituation would be controlled within two 
or three deya by the Government, but atill it waa the imi>6rative duty of the people 
to eee thet the diaturbaneea were atopped at a raauit of their own effbrte. 


Dr. Rajendra Proiad's Call 

Dr. Bajtndra Pranad^ addrenaing the gathering, aaid, Pandit Nehru, Acbarya 
Kripalani and myaelf have l>een forced to hurry here for a reaaon which I oonaider 
ohamgful for the province. The fame of the province baa been beamirched. What 
hoe happened already ia diagaceful and abould not be allowed to continue any more 
end muet be etopped at all coata. I do not want to aay that what happened in 
Eeet Bengal or.elaewhera can be lunported. But the people of Bihar caniiet have the 
foea DOW to oay that their brethren nad been wronged in Bengal, becauae they them- 
eelvee have diegraced the Province by retaliating. 

**Yott muat not forget that the way in which you have reacted to happeniaga 
In Bengal can have aimllar effecta eiaewhere. If the Hindua think that they oan 
auppreaa Mualima and live in peace, they are aodly mietaken. Many of them ore 
thamoeivM now not having aleep due to worriea and onxietiea aa a roault of the 
oonditkmi they have brought about at aeveral placea for ter of their Uvea. 

**Humanity demanda that thia mad orgy of loot, araon and murder muat be 
•tO|>ped immediately even at the coat of great aaerifice, if oeoeaaary. We are making 
out utaoat endeavour to reatore peace. The Governmeot ia alao athving towanb 
thet end. But auch efforta oaiinot auooeed If the people do not offer their eli-out 
oo*operetion. I'he Governmeot ie fully prepared now to etop the diaturboncoe, but it 
would be a matter of ehime if it bad to have reaort to force. Even now 1 would 
uppeel to you to atop thia vio eoce on your neighhoura by your own efforta”. 

Dr. Proiad oleo reminded the people to oonaider the effecta theae diaturbencea 
were having on their aooradited leedcra, eapecially Mahatma Gandhi. The effect bed 
been terrible on Mahatma Gandhi aa a reault of whioh he had decided rather to 
eAee hlmtidt from the earth than to aee thia orgy oontioue: **00 not blacken the 
name of l^er further**, eeid Dr. Preeed, **by being reeponaible for the cenae of the 
death of Mahatma Oaudhb who will eurely not waver from hie reeolve to feat unto 
(teth if you do oot deeiat eveu now from oote of lawleaancaa'*. 

Coogr^ Preoidoiil'g Caotigaliaii 

Achorya J. B. Kripalani^ Oongreee Preeldentt eddreaaing the meeting ioid ; 
I doUld hava ilndatetood If the atolwartt among you hod gone li^ roil or fool la 
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NodctMii Md triad to am yoar brathreiit bnl I etiiDOl ondMliiid mr aeliooi htm 
ASaioil iMopla who hara dona no harm to you. 1 oould new UUnh that yon wonM 
rapaai tha aama thioKi in filhar which happened In Eaat BenaaL By lodnlglwg In 
anah foollah aeta yoa hate only helped yonr aoamlae Ineida and oniaida the eoattfff 
and ham prorad t^tora to the oouniry'a eanaa. Two wronm can never malm nan 
right. Evan in war. oartain priuoipieft of civiliead behaviour have to be obaarvad* 
Do you think yon will be aerving the Hindu rallRlon by kilting and injuring Mna* 
llmat man, wonan and eblldran f 

**Mahatnia Qandhi, who drat nnfnrlad the dag of Batyagraha here, oould navar 
think that you will behave in aneh a way. You mnet remember that by thaw 
aetlona you have gone diraetly againii all that Mahatma Uandhi etande for and hnn 
baw preaching throughout hta Itfe. Yon muat not forget that you ehatl have to Itvai 
both Uindue and Mualtma, togathicr in ihie land. Neither the Hindua nor the 
Mnelima can egtermlnaie or turn out each other from the aaered eoil of Mother 
India. Yon muet ponder over and think if it la deeirabie to live in peaee and amity 
or in ebaoe and inaecuriiy. 1 leave it to you to aolve it youraelf. 1 hope you will 
not force Mahatma Gandhi to undertake a fast unto death lor the good of your 
eoanlry» your religion and your community. 1 appeal to yon to denial from Ihle 
violence ngninat your ueigbboura.** 

Earlier in the morning, Pandit Nehru nnd Dr. Rajendra Praead, addieaalog g 
public meeting in Dinaporr, exhorted the |)eople to maiuUin peaee. 

“Co-Operate with Military** 

Addreaaing a meeting at Gaya on November J*andit Ne/irn aaked the “peopln 
to fraterniae and co-operate with the military in reetoriug peace and order. Military 
peraoniie) were frieuda of the iieople, he aaid, becauae with the changed oireumatanen 
no barrier now exiated between the people and ilic mdttary. 

Appealing to the iwople to niniutaiii oiinimunal peace and harmony* Pandll 
Nehru aaid that people were loetng the chance of obtaining real awara) by frittering 
away their energy in a fratricidal war in which neigbboura felt afraid and inaeeure w 
each other. 

Bpeakiog at Bhagalpur on November r>» Pandit Nehru rebuked the people of 
the province for their lawlesaneaa and adviaed atudeiita and other young men to take 
up the task of reatoriiig peace in the rural areaa without loaa of time. What they 
hM dooe had horrified him and terribly abaken Mahatma Gandhi. They ebould 
come to their aenaee et leaat now end reaiiae that aa a majority community It was 
their bounden duty to give protection to membera of the minority community. He 
alao aaked them to render all help to the refngeea who had been evaoautad from 
disturbed areaa instead of ahifttng that reat»oiiaibtlity to the Mualime alone. 


Sardar NUhtar’s Appeal 

Sardar Abdul Jlab ATisA/or, who alao addreaaed the meeting, aaid that what be 
and Pandit Nehru had aeen in the affeetml areaa bad pained them moat. Me Mleved 
that the illiterate maaaee had been misled to commit acta of lawleaaneee. Urn 
however, aaked the people to forget the iNuit and atrtve to put a atop to the orgy ii 
violence. Huch acta id lawleaauess couid never form part of a politieal fight, 
he eaid. It wee the duty of the majority community, bardar Abdur Rab Niahtar sakL 
be it Hindu or Mualim, Ui pioiact the minority community who ehould beooneidenra 
their apeeial charge. Uuleaa i^eople reaiiacd this and acted aceordiugly, the tronble 
would spread. The East Hrngal affair had been eondemoed by ell i^bt thlnkiiig 
Mualime and retaliation would woraen rather than help maltera. He appealed to 
Muelime not to act in a manner as to aggravate the trouble. 

GARDHUrB WaRIIIIIO BrOAHCABT 

Handrfdi of Ibouaanda of leaflets carrying the newt of Mahatma OandhPa 
acoieeted fast nnto death if violence did not etop at once In Bihar were dropped 
from the air thronghout the aflfeeted ateaa of Patna* Qaya* Monghyr dietrieti. 


Trowpa Open Fire 

The BekMd paaeed off on the 5tti November peacefuily Ibroughout the PfOfinee 
and no incident in eonnectlon therewith has been reported* aui^ the DiieeUW of 
FnbUeity, Oovemment of Bihar on theOtb. November. He added: 

The •itnatioo othereiee ie unchanged in the affected artee of Patnot Qayi end 
Monghyr diatrieu. In Agarouea area in Patna dieuict the troope hed to open Aee 
on a riotone mob which rtfoacd to dieperae. Tlie eaaualtlea ere bwleved to ha eheiHl 
one hueiM kilM teed meny ioiuied. Troope ere oerrying out inlieelye 
deip Into the niiel eieeei r-— 
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Piiftns town it nil qniot eieopt for nn nlnrm iMt night whieh proved to be 
noIhliuK eerione. 

Onjn : Itonble le reported from Blnkhdnmpur nod Ohoei police etntione. Ceen- 
nitlee ere cetimnted to be between 80 to 40 killed, isighi deetbe ere reported nleo 
from Bodbgeje police etetioo. In Belegenj, one rioter wet killed. More troope heve 
been deepntehed to the nlTeeted nreee. 

Mongbyr : The eltnatioo in Tnrepar-Khnregpnr-Berierpar eeetor remnine eeri- 
one nod further enennliiee ere reported. Cecee of nreon here eleo occurred. Beeldente 
in the dnoger none hnve been eefely ereounted. More troope here been deepntehed. 
Befogee enmpe have been opened in Tnrepur nod eiiwnhere end ere being duly 
gnerded. Dieturbencee occurred in Jemelpur town on the night of November 4 
reenliiog In 80 deethe. Tireuty*four hour curfew wee impoeed immedieteiy. Bhegnl- 
pnr town ie quiet. But teueion ie reported from Pirpeiiili end Oolgong nrene. Ae n 
reenit of en incident in Benke, one pereon wee killed end four in jured. . 

Belief operetione : Adequate errengemeuis ere being mede for receiving nod 
looking elter the comforte of the refugeea in Teine end other pieces. A number of 
officers here beeu pieced on epeciel duty in conoeciion with relief operetione. 

Over 400 Killed in Patna Dibtbiot 

Ae e result of the errivel of more troops the eituetion in eome of the bedly 
nffoted nreee shows eigne of improvement^ etnted the Director of Publicity^ Govern- 
ment of Biher, on the 7th November. 

Beet Peine dietrict now remeina the most disturbed locality in the province. 
The entire eren north of the Ganges coniiuuee to be quiet. 

Faille : Peine town remeina quiet. The eastern ereea of the dietrict, however, 
record n number of incideuie eome of them of e eerioui nature. In Hilee the eit- 
ueiiou bee been brought under control due to military action. The total number 
of cneueitiee in the locelity of village Negerueuee in Uheudi police eietiOD ii estima- 
ted at four to five hundred killed. Thie does uot include those who died as a re- 
iult of firing by the military reported yesterday. Cases of arson were reported from 
villege Jurl end Vedei in Uiriek police etetion. Twenty-five deethe occurred in 
vitlege Zaire in Bileo police etetion. 

Gaya : Jehenebad area is reported to be quiet. Trouble broke out in a village 
in Khenareari police elation and some persons are reported to have been killed. 

Muoghyr : The situation in Tarapur, Bartarpur and Kharagpur aector of the 
Mongbyr District, which was the storm centre of trouble, is now reported to be 
Quiet. Two hundred and twenty-aiz dead bodies have beeu recovered from villege 
Khirbeiu eud around four milea at a result ul incideuis reported earlier. On Nov- 
ember 4 two persons were killed and two injured in a coolie train bringing workera 
to Jamalpur. ibe police dispersed a mob iu village Abaia, near Mongbyr. Koqu- 
iriea revealed that twenty casual ties had occurred iu that village before the arrival 
of the police. 

Evaoueee : A Urge number of refugees bsve been escorted safely by the mili- 
tary and iha police and are now eheltered in relief oampe, 

Uaeualty figures : On the besis of facu iu their poaseeeioD, Government pro- 
pose to laeue consolidated eiatemeiit of casualties up-to-date. 

Viceroy Tour 

The Viceroy, accompanied by ttardar Abdul Hah Niehtar, Communioations Mem- 
ber. Interim Government, and Major General Kusaell, Officer Oommandingi Fifth 
Indian Division, who was then in charge of the troops deployed in the rioi'sffeisted 
areas of the province, left Patna at 9 a. m« on the 8th November for an aerial sur- 
vey of the afieoted ereae. 

Pandit JawaharUl Nehru, accompanied by Mr. Jaiprakaeh Narain and Mr. 
Anugfaba Narain Bingb, Finanoe Minister of Bibar, left Patna by ear to vieit the 
affected areae in the eaetern parta of the diatriot. They visited Futwe, Hilsa and 
Negarnauea and ralurned in the evening. 

Nehru’e Call lo Skudenla 

Pafidit Nehru, who addreeecd students aesembled at the Patna Univerilty on 
the 8th November eveningi urged them to give up their atudiea for the time belog 
and go lo the affected villagee in Bihar and work to alleviate the eoffertnge of the 
peopla People in the rural areas, he said* had become very panicky and soapiciooe of 
their n^hbours. No civilised eociety could esiet under theee conditions. It wae 
Imperative^ therefore, that the moreU of the people ahould be toned up and their 
eonfidenoe reatored. 
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At Ptndtk Nahni trriftd, t crowd of peopit tltrtd a denoattration at tho 
Miet of the Uoifenitr. 'Iht dtmonttratort held up Pandit Nehru for a few mlaa- 
tat, ahouiina **Oo baek, Nehru**. Borne of the demonetralore enteied Ihe hall and 
oonttoaed to interrupt Pandit Nehru'e epeeeh. 

Pandit Nehru referred to the denonetration in hie epeeeh and aaid that no douhl 
the mlliury firinre in the proftnee had agiuted the minde of a leetion of the people. 
He wae aorry himeelf that the military had to be employed In quelling the diitnr- 
banoea. 

Mr. Jai Fraka$h Narainf who aleo addreeeed the meeting, rebuked thoee who 
had etaged ihe demonetratlon and aaid they had diagraoed the atudent oommunity 
and the prorince ae a whole by ao inenlting a leader of Pandit Nehrii'a cminenee. 

Referriug to the militaty firtnga, he aaked what waa the Oo?ernment to do it 
people began looting and murdering thoee who did not aubacribe to their fiewa. 
Buch aetiona could not l>e cuuntenanoed by any oiriliaed Government. There waa 
no reaaon why auch peraona aboutd not be ahot down. By ereating auch dlaturban* 
eea, theae elementa had proved traitora to their country and put obataclea on the 
path of the eheriahed goal of freedom. Why ahould any mero9 be aliown to them f 

In Bialin'a Ruaaia, Mr, Jai Prakaah Naraio aaid. people had to be ahol down 
in hundreda end ibouaanda when they retarded the eonntry'a eatiac. There waa no 
reaaon why people who bad helped in retarding the caiiie of freedom bv ereating 
theae diaturbaoeee. and killing and maiming people of another eommunity ahould 
not deecrve the aame fate. 

Mr. Jai Prakaah Narain aaked the atudent community to riae up to the oeea- 
eion and take up the taak of reatoring normal conditiona even at the coat of their 
•tudiea. However, he did not want voltinicera who would go to Mioiwtera aakiog 
for the comforta of life before offering their aervicca for aiieh noble work. He want* 
ed them to move about on foot, if neceeaary. and live a life of auaierity and earry 
on the work of rehabilitation. 

Dwtikot Improvruritt iw Hituatiok 

Reporta received up to 8<h Novtmber from the affected areaa indicated a dia* 
tinct improvement in the aituation and Jtiatified Ihe aaaumption that the peak of 
the tenaion had paaaed, eeveral faotora having contributed to it, according to the 
Director of l‘ubliclty, itovernment of Bihar. 

The whirlwind tour of the diaturlied areaa by top-rauking leadera like Pandit 
Nehru, Dr. Rajendra iVaaad, Acbarya J. B. Kripalaiii and othere, the mralitont 
peace elforta of local Hindu and Mualim leaden and the report of Mahatma 
Gandbi'i threatened fact unto death appeared to have produced a favourable reaotion. 

Pandit Nehru', ImpreMion, 

Pandit Jawabarlal Nehru aaid at Patna on the 19th. November 
that ' generally ai>eaking, the situation in Bihar it very well in band 
and no major development ta expected in future.** 

In an interview with the Aaacciated Preac nf America. Pandit Nehru aaid : 
*AVhat had happened ia bad enough. The aituation waa bad in the three diatrlota 
of Patna. Gaya and Mongbyr. But it ia much better now for the laat three daye 
and no major iocideut haa been reported from anywhere in the province." 

pBodii Nehru addtd that **it appeara that certain criminal elementa. dacoiia 
and the like, are now functioning in aome areaa, taking advantage of the diatnrbed 
oooditloQ, but the aituation baa been brought under control.*' 

Pandit Nehru coiittnucd : "It ia very difficult to aeeeaa the exact number of 
pwple killed, wounded and atranded, but it can never be probably over 2,000 
killed at the utmoat on all counta. including military firing.*' 

"1 am aubmittiug a daily report of my etudy of the aituation to Mahatma 
Qaodbi.” Pandit Nehru aaid, adding. **Tbough, I am leaving for New Delhi to- 
day, Dr. Kajendra Praaad and Mr. Jai Prakaah Narain are ataying on.** 

The Aaaooiated Preaa of India atated; 

Pandtt Nehru arrived here on November 3 along with Bardar Valtabbbhai 
Patel* Mr. Liaqat Ali Khan and Sardar Abdor Rab Niabtar by air. He caam oo 
a two*day vtait but decided to etay on (or a longer period till tbe altiiatioo Impro- 
ved eonaidcrably. During bit atay here for one week, be held dlacnaaiona about tbe 
■iioatioo in tbe province with the Viceroy, the Govertior of Bibar, lA-Oeuentl 
Bucher, O. O. C.. ^tern Oommand, Dr. llajfodra Praaad, Acharva J. B. Krlpo* 
lani, Mauiaoa Abtil Kalam Axad« Bardar Abdor Rab Niabtar, tlm Provincial MUit* 
MM|j^^aQt Marilm JUagoera of Beogal and Bibar and a number of oflMnli 
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Ht flillid • aambtr of refogae e«Bp» Md hovfilltlt when llie injaiad penoot 
had bfm admittad and had a atieoaotta progniiiiBia throughoiit io eoaifoetiiig whirl - 
wiad loara ia tba riot*all4Nstad area# of the diatriete of Patna. Bbagalimr. Ifoagbjr 
aad Gaya by afr, rail and car. He addreceed aeferal meatiaga both io nrbaa and 
jnual araait appealing to the people for the reetoration of peace and aaoity. 

Bverywam the reaponae to Pandit Nehro*a appeal waa remarkable, ezeapt at 
a meeting of atudenia of Patoa held lent evening, where a aeetion ^ the people 
who had been ezelted over the reenlt of the dring at different placet, held deamaa- 
tratioaa agalaat him. Pandit Nehru, however, managed to aaaoage their ledioga, 

Miniate re Review 

Mr. dnugraha Narain Singhs Finance Minleter of Bihar eaid at Patna on the 
9fh. November that what had hapitened in Bihar wai a rontiouation of 
tha Calcutta killing and one cannot be eonaidered eeparately from the other.** 

Mr. BInha eaid that many of thoae who died in Bengal especially, had their 
ralativee and frienda In Bihar and therefore aueh communal dieturbancea muat be 
•tudled against the background of India at a whole." 

Mr. Binha declared that **it wae aa much difTK^ult to aeeeee exactly the nom* 
her of killed and wonnded aa it ie to aignify the extent of the disturbed areas in 
terms of exact square milea. The di«turba&cea have been ao aparaely diatributed io 
tbe diatricta that you cannot signify the area In square milea*\ he said. 

The Finance Minleter exaropIlAed hia remarks by saying that in P^toa diatrict, 
which has four thoueand villages, the affected villagea were about 100 and they too 
not In one continuous area. He indicated that there are ah(mt 4,000 military per* 
aonnel in tbe province comprising of British. Muslim and Hindu trooos who are 
spreading out and taking ‘*good control of the situation/* Of tbe 40,000,000 aouls 
In Bihar, be said, there are over five million Muslims, llie Finance Minister thought 
It would be **a mad venture to guess at figures now,’* be added and * 2,000 killed 
all told may not he far wrong, though even that ia a conjecture/’ 

llie f<m position in Bihar Is beenraing serious in vie# of tbe diaturbancas, 
Mr. Binha aaid, but the places are not inaccessible like East Bengal, and therefore 
tha question of aerlsl dropping of food does not ariae. 

He indieatad that Bihar had requisitioned buses, tsxicabs and lorries in tbe pro- 
vinoe both for relief work and for carrying food-stuffs into the interior. 


Mr. J. P. Naraiii*8 Impreaaiona 

Mr. Jai Praka$h Naraint who arrived in Patna by air on Thursday and visi* 
tad some of tbe worst affected areas in tbe Province in the company of Pandit 
Nabru. told the A. P. A. : 

**I personally visited Nagar Nausa and discussed ths situation with the non- 
officials and tbe military officer commanding the area. Fantastic reports have ap- 
paarad In tha Preas about Nagar Nauaa killing. In my eatimate only 40 were 
failed In the area by rioting and when the military, taking a serious view of tto 
situation, opened fire less than lOO more were killed by military action, Borne re- 
ports have been published of the military exccssee when restoring order, but it is 
olffioult to ssy how far they are true. 

**My Impression after the tour of tbe areas is that tbe situation is definitely 
under control and mob frensy is (Kisitively going down. 

*'Ii is ve» difficult to give accurate figures of oasuaUieet but the number can- 
not ba over 2.000 killrd by military action. After tbe immediate remedy ia obtai- 
ned by the use of force against all misohief-makers, the next important task is brin- 
ging back the public mind to normal health by sound campaign in their midst** 

Dsaling with some of the causes that started the Bihar trouble, Mr. Jai 
Frakaah said : ''Firstly, there was tbe mass feeling aroused by the Noakhali trage- 
dies. Beeondly, erlminal elemeaU sod aoti-Oongress organisations worked from 
b^nd. Thirdly, Muslims started tome tronble here and there. Fourthly, and 
the moat important of all, the Britieh element in the police and civil aervioee had 
a hand in the whole thing, espeeially those who stood to sufier under the Oongreee 
Government for their activitlee in orushlng the 1942 August rising.” 

Mr. Jai Prakash Narain said that "Coalition Governmenta will be no eolation 
to the pceeent Ilia Beal ooalitioa can only come about if there Is underttaodioge 
and a apirlt of goodwill between the partim coacemed. To demand ooalltloo at the 
polat of the diggm la blaekmail aad oaa lead to no coalition.” 
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Official Eftimate of Catualliet 

Mr» J. BowBtead^ Ohi«C Secretary, the OoremmeQt of Bihar, laid at Pal«a 
on the 16th Norember, that figaree of peranne killed in Bihar rioU oolleelid 
by ilw Ooremment hare gone npto 2.6^5. The 6k:nre wae not complele and 




The Chief Semtary added that **ii will be «afe to aNeume that all told the 
onaiber of killed in the PrOTince from all caneea including police and military firing 
woold be on the borderland of 5,000. The nomher of inpired that haa ao far been 
eolleeted from all the dietriota excepting Monghyr and Caya ia 438. 

He added that the nunitier of rillagea burnt in Patna diatrict came to 66, 
Flgurea for other diatricta were being collected. Mr. Bowaiead indicated that two 
b^adea of aevan battaliona compoaed of ab*)tit 8.000 men were working in the affected 
areas of Bihar and that planes are regularly doing reconnaiaaance work day and 
night and reporting the maU>r to the appropriate auihoritiea for neceeaaay and 
Immediate action. 

The Chief Secretary said that the outbreak followed the Noakhali protest 
meetings in the prnvtncs and spread from Chapra along a Mi of the area south of 
the Osnges. He, however, todioated that *Uiie situation baa been brought under 
complete control and that fresh incident has been re(Kiried from anywhere in 
Bihar for the last three dsy' 

Mr. Bowstead ssid that senior civilian officers have been appointed In 

eech district to work with the military and to act in a lission capacity 
between them and the Cover n men t and **it is producing excellent result 

In establishing perfect co-ordination of the task between the military and the 

civil authorities in restoring order out of chaos in Bihar.*' 

Mr. Jinnah on Bihar Killing 

Mr. A. Jinnah. President of the AU-Indta Muslim League, Issued the 

following statement from New Delhi on tbs llth November 

'This is not the time for me to add siiv thing to what Is already 
so very clear to every honest, thinking and iDtelltgenl man. Thera Is no 
limit to the false propaganda that is being carried on to throw the blame 

on the Muslim Lesgiie and the Muslims for the bspiieiiiiigs in various 
parts of India. There is no foundstton or justification for making wild 

and Islse allegations against the Muslim I.,esgue, but this is not the moment 

for me to deal with them or pass judgment. 

**I know that the Muslims have sufTcred heavily and arc sufTering. 

But the tragedy of Bihar ha« eclipsed what are mere atweks elsewhere, 

I condemn brutality in any srisfie or form, but the Bihar tragedy bae 

no parallel or precedent in this rc(*ord of cold blooded huteberv of the 
Muslim minority in the various parts of the country committed by the 
majority Hindu community. 

''While I can quite understand that there is grave provooailon and 

reeeniment among the Muslims of India. 1 wish to caution ihsm that 

retaliation or vengeance in the Muslim majority provinces for what haa 
happened in Bihar, and is happening in other parts of India, will he 

a terrible catastrophe and a blunder on mir part, both morally or politically, 

and we shall be only playing into the hands of our enrmies. 

"If you really want to achieve Pakistan. I pray to Ood that Muslim honour 
should not be sullied by inhumsn, degrading and brutal happenings of the kind 
that have taken place in Bihar. We should not sink low in the scales of civilisa- 
tion. morality and humanity. While our hearts may bleed for the suffering we 
cannot ssnetion cowardly inhuman massacres of the innocent in other places where 
Muellms happened to be in the majority. 

"We must prove politically that we are brave, generous and trustworthy, that 
Id the Pakistan areas, the minoriti«>s will enjoy the fullest sreurity of life, properly 
and honour, just as the MussI mens themselves— nay, even greater. If the Muslima 
lose their balance and give vent to the spirit of vengeance and rctsHstion, and 
prove false to the highest codes of morality and presf'hings of our gri«t religion, 
lelnm, you will not only loae your title to the claim of Pakistan, but also ii will start n 
nmt vtciotts circle of bloodshed and criielty, which will at once put off the dsy of 
onr freedom, and we shell only be Mping to prolcog the period of our elaftry 
ead bondage. ' 

**1 am glad that ao far the Muslim majority provinees hnve bif n pesrefnl snd 
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ttO THE BIHAE BIOTB t FAWA- 

Immiiot from this first of lioloottttt tod I hope tnd Iratt ihtt Ih^ will aol loro 
tMr btltoot tnd will ool rroort to roftogt or rottlUiion, bowtftr dttplf thtj mty 
itil from whtt they ittd tnd batr of tha tmriblo btpotoingt, atpeelally ft Bibtr. 

"I, thtrtrore, mott Itrftnily tnd ttrnattly tppatl to tbt ICatlimt« wbtrt 
thty trt It tbt majority, to do Uiair beat to protect and defend tbt nou-Moalimt 
too do tftrything nitl lita In tbtir power to erettt a eomplete atnte of tteority tnd 
totfidtott among tbt noo-MaHlim minorltiea. Tbe aaiferinga of tbe Mtieltma in Iht 
Olitorlty profiteet tnd the terride deatb roll nod tbt butehery that baa taken pitoe will 
not go It ftio. Tbit ttcridee will, 1 am atre, eatablieb oar claim to Pakiittn* 
Tkoet who hare diedi who bare been wounded and hare auffered loee and deatrae- 
tion of property, may take a>ime conaolatioa that they haft tuffared tnd made their 
eookribntioo for our freedom and tbe acbitfemeot of Pakiatan/' 

Statement by the Bengal League Secretary 

Mr. Ahul Ha»him^ Heeretary, Bengal Provincial Mualim Leagae, iataed tbe 
following atatement in Oaicaita on the Bihar diaturbaneea on tbe 8ih November : — 

**lleMrt. A. K. Faslal Hnq, F. Kabmauf l>r. Malek and 1 returned from Patna 
tbit morning, fhe people of Bengal muet be ansioaa to know what baa happened 
In Bibar. Oomplete lawleaannHa prevailed over an area of 4.000 equare mflea, eover- 
Ing tbe eiz diatriote of Bihar— Patna, Gaya, MutAfTarpar, Bhagalpar, Cbapra and 
Mongbyr. It la extremely iliffieult for anybody now to give accurate iigaret of 
eaeualtiMi at there ia complete ohaoa and confuaion everywhere. There it no meane 
of oommunloation and there ia deliberate ouppreaaion of autbenlie newa by the local 
aptboritiea. It ia enough to know that there haa been ruthleaa general raaaaacre in 
tboee dietriota; even women and children were not apared. Reapectable Mualim women 
eaved tbeir honour by commiting auicide, by jumping into wella. lliouaanda of 
rafugeea, who ruahed from ili« villagea towarda tbe railway atationa for aafeiy, were 
waylaid aod killed merdleaMlv. The number of refugee# now total# more than 50,000. 
At aome plaeea the gallant Miialima dt^fended themaelvea for two or three d4ye with* 
onl food and reacmroea, but ultimately bad to give way aod were maaeaered 
meroileaaly. 

^*Tbe whole aifAir waa conducted in an organised manner. The dieturbanoea 
broke out on Oct. Till Nov. 1, tbe Government of Bihar and their offiolale 
look abfolutely no notioe of the eituaiion. The military were called out on Nov. 
but the aetnal military operation# did not begin before Nov. 6. Until the arrival of 
Pandit Nehru and Dr. Kajnndra Prasad, tbe Government of Bihar took no atepa wbat- 
■oever to atop the killing, to give protection to the Muslima, to evacuate them from 
threatened area# to place# of aafety and to give medical help or food to the 
rafugeea who, after few day# of hard struggle, somehow managed to reach Patna and 
Other q^rtera, wounded and half dead. 

'Thanks to Pandit Nehru's indefatigable effort, there is now aome conaolatioa 
for the distressed Mualima. Khwaja Nasimudditi and Mr. Kaghib ALaan> Proaident 
and Bacietary of the Bibar Relief Committee, are working at Patna." 

League Leadera" Eatimate of Caaualkiea 

"Tbe number of killed in Bibar will be high in 6ve figures and twice the 
number of wounded," said a joint atatemeiit issued by Faziul Rahman, ai.L.A. aod 
Dr. A. M. Malek M. L. A., menibera tif the Bengal Provincial Muslim Leagae dele- 
gation which visited aome of the disturbed areas in Bihar. The atatement reads: 

*The Bibar carnage began on Oct. *dd, which coincided with the observance of 
Koakhall Day in many part# of tbe province. The happening# in Oaloutta and 
Eaal Bengal pale into ineignifioance In eompartsou with what hapt>ened in Bihar. 
Thoagb It is very difficult to give an accurate eatimate of those killed and wounded, 
it la certain, according to various sources, that tbe number of persons killed will be 
high ia five figures and twice the number of wounded, rbose who escaped deatb 
aaa ware reodered bomeleaa could be counted in lakhs. In Patna town alone, tbe 
DUmbar of refugees, including tbe wounded and those in hospitals, would eome to about 
5Q|0Q0 l Every Mualim home baa, to our knowledge, became a refugee camp. Tbe loea 
of property would run lato crorea. In one bouse alone, that of an ii.L.A. (Central), 
movaabla property worth about Ba. 1| lakhs waa lost. 

"The Batura of atroolliea committed ia indeaoribable. Many bandrad of villagea 
have baaa reduced to aahas. 

**Tba whoio thing waa daiiberata and piaooed. Tbe actual method of opera- 
tloa daring the oaro^a wac pracipitatad by tbe withdrawal of offloars of a partleaias 
eommnnity, both poliea and azacntlva, from vaotaga poaittona. Piaaa oampaigBa, 
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ItlliBmtory epee^ bj laidm In telUDg the maMce •Kelnet Ihe people of Iki 
■teorlV eoatKoeion eubecqaeni lodifferenbe of the Mieietry to eootiol the 
Mietiea« dlieloeed e deliberete plea for the ennibileiien ol one eommaiiltp of llio 
peofieee. 

**ne Btlitery wee nominelly celled on Nov. 1, eboul e week follovinit Ibe 
ootbreek of the eeraege. The Chief Minister It reported to beve told e peeoe 
eoofereoee, eoneieting of Hiadue end Moeiime of Tetne, Umt, eo loos et he eoaU* 
Boed ee Chief Miaitler, he would not allow hie coontryoien to be •hot by iroope. 
The uafortanate euteffient of the Chief Minieter epread wildly to the aflected aieae 
and made riotere carry on their acta of depredatioae fearlm of oonutaueocec. Aa a 
matter of fact, when hooligana committed araoo. murder and iooiIuie lu the 
pfeeeaee of armed police foreea» the later did not open fire. All newa ol the eatap 
alfophe were ao auececefully eenaored by the Bihar Government that the ooteide 
world, even the neighbouring province of Bengal* could not get for a long time the 
alighteet idea of what waa happening in Bihar. Even private lettere and telegrama 
emit by the viciima to their relaiivea were not permitted to reach them. It wee only 
when the refugeea began to pour into Bengal that the ^'rovioe•al Muslim League here 
lealiaed the gravity of the eituaiioii and sent a delegaiion. 

**Khwa)a Naetmuddin on hie arrival on Nov. 6 at Patna, met Pandit Nehru# 
the Chief Minister of Biher and Li.-Gaa Bucher at eouferenoa. llie deoialoae 
takea were to the effect that 

**L The military would petrol the affected and tbreateued artu, and mUllary 
pieketh would be poaM and they would open fire when neceeeary. 

Transport and eaoort would be provided to evacuate and oarry refugees to 
pliooi ot eafety, 

•*3. With a view to preventing further trouble, an ordinance would be promul* 
gated to control the Preae, bind down the suepecu, arrest pereone Inciting violeuot 
and Impose punitive taxee. 

**4. Adequate medical help would be provided by the military In the afiael* 

ed araae. 

**5. Immediate eleps would be teken to feed and clothe victime In the effected 


***^*fi. Aoeomomdatiou, feeding and olothiog for refugees in the towoe would bo 
urovided* 

Regular reccue partiea would be formed by the Govern meot, aod Muelim 
volunteers would be asked to accompany them. 

<*Till the morning of Nov. b the delegation found to their sorrow thet Iheio 
decisions were not at all carried out in moet of the places. The driegetiou with 
■ome Muslim League leaders, met the Chief Minister at hia residenoa where Ibt 
Revenue and Local Belf-Governmani Minieters were also present. 'J*he Chief Minieter 
virtually admitted thst he could not make proiwr and sufficient arrang manta lor 
thib rescue and evacusiion of the affected people, and for the distrihution of food, 
elothee and mcdictoes for want ol trucks. The Chief Minister further Informed the 
delvgeiion that he had no idea of the disposition of the military in the sfl^ted atecu 
and that be had no intormslion whether they had taken up position by that lime* 
**la thia connexion, the Chief Minieter told the mrmbere of the delegation that 
OU bearing the news of the disturbances in Ohsprs, be flew from Renchi to Patua and 
from there to Cbapre, end having realised the gravity of the sltuailon ihate ha 
leturued to Patna on Oct. 28 and contacted the local commander of the armj, who 
agre^ lhat troope would patrol Patna town. But even on Oct. 30 the Chief Minieter 
wee told by two of his colleagues that no patrolling by the military took place till 
theu. It was only ou Nov. 5 that the final decision was taken that troops would be 
allowed to operate in the affected arreas. 

**We are told that, even on Nov. 7, the Ministry, on Inquiry from tha looaf 
eommaoder, could not be definite if ell ue units had been iHwted. 'Ilie Ohiel 
Minieter staled that he met the Viceroy at Patna on hia way from Calcutta and 
naked lor military help from him. llie Yteerov replied ha would have to oontlder 
Mm neada of the whole of India and not ot Bihar alone. In ehori, the Chief 
Mhiieter only axpreaaad hia belpleaaoees to cope with the sitnetion. 

**MoTder, aceon aod looting are atlll gotog on unabated. Even when we 

leaving Patna on the evening of Nov. 8, we came to know that, In tbn moculag, 
whan Mr. Abdur Bab Niebtur nod the Vieeroy bad eo aeriel survey of portlOBS 8 
the nSeeted nreae, they notiosd fmeh arson io tome villages. On tiatnrdny nighi, wi 
na^fid a miephonie m em ng i of frenh outbreaks of violeoee In the provinee. 

•Oamgh the Miutej hnn proved a complete faUure and iimAetlvi to bitat 
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1h§ •Itoation nodar eontrol, we matt pul on record our epprocietioo of the eerfloii 
of Pendit Nehru for the reetoratlofi of peeee. It would be better, we feel, for Mr. 
Gendhi, ioeteed of epsudiou time io Noehbeli where peace haa been reatored* to 
proeeed to Bihar to uae hia lufluenoe with hie co^reliRioniata to quell the diaturbaueea. 
Ai Mualima eannot depend eutirely on the Bihar Government for the protection of 
their livea and property* aud for the proviaioo of relief* the Mualim League haa to 
eat up ita own relief and reacue organiaation. The preaaing needa in thia regard are 
now of truoka. medieineav warm clothing, blaoketa, doetora and nuraea. 

Pandit Nehru on the Riote 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in a detailed aiatement on the communal troublea* 
In the Oentral Aaaembly at New Delhi on the 14ih November, aaid that the 
Bihar altuatlon waa brought completely under control after a week aud waa quiet 
now. **£vldeooe of a return to normality ia the deaire of the people to return to 
thdr vlllagea. The great problem there now ia how to rehabilitate the 
people. The Bihar G>iveromeot have undertaken the reaponaibility to lodge, feed and 
provide other neeeaaariea including medical relief to the evacuees.** 

Referring to East Benf<al, Pandit Nehru aaid that recent reporta from reliable 
wltneeaea had drawn particular attention to the vital problem of reatoring women 
who were abduoted and forcibly converted. **Thia problem la not only important in 
Itaelf but alao becauae of ita all-India repercusHiona. It ia, therefore, urgently neeee- 
aary that every poaaible atep ahould be taken, with all poaaible speed* to restore them 
to their people. Only then can a beginning be made of rehabilitation in East Bengal.** 

**ilmnt events around and near Delhi must be fresh in the minds of mem- 
bers’** be added. "It ia time that we put an end to all this sorry bustneas all OTer 
India, and 1 trust that every sensitive Indian* whatever hia political views might be, 
will co-operate with others in this vital and urgent task.'* 

The following ia the full text of the statement, which waa made by Pt. Nehru 
in reply to a abort notice question put by Mr. Madandbari Siogli and Mr. Abdnr 
Rabmau Biddtqui : 

**I have accepted these short-notice questions, not without hesitation, for it io 
DO easy matter to deal with them. Any proi^er survey of the communal troublea In 
the country would be a big undertaking, hardly suited for a relatively brief answer 
to a question* Yet 1 have welcomed these questions, for it ia the right of honourable 
members to inquire into' matters of the most vital significance to the country and of 
Che House to know what the Government is doing about them. The bouse will 
realise that the aubject is one which has excited psasion all over the country and 
rightly agitated people's minds. It is dilTicuit to deal with it without raising 
oontroveraiea which embitter. It is not my purpose or desire to say anything wbieh 
would add to ibia bUternesa or raise a fresh controversy in this House. 

No DRfillRB TO 6UPI*RBB8 FaCTS 

**Tha newspapers are full of communal troubles and riots and bloody murder 
end much worse. No one* certainly not the Government, desirea to auppreae facta. 
This House must be seized of the facta so that it may farm proper judgment and 
devise remedies. The facta are bad enough, terribly bad. And yet what often 
appears in the newspapers is something far removed from facts and the manner of 
presentation ia such as to infianie public passion. 1 trust and, 1 am sure, the House 
will agree with me, that it is the duty of all of us. and more espe^dally of the 
membera, to be exceedingly careful in these days of crisis and diaaater, to take every 
cere not to aay or do anything which might excite the people and worsen an alr^y 
bad situation* One of tbe worat features of the situation is the dominance of rumour 
which exaggerates everything aud aometimea createi out of nothing. The most 
fentMtic eooounU spread rapidly and are believed in. We have to auffer not only 
ineeourlty and public disorder, but some thing which is even worse because it 
feeds end nurtures that disorder. This ia anarchy of tbe mind. It it joat wlm 
oriels faoeo ue that we have to maintain equilibrium of our minds. 

**To giro en aocouot of the communal trouble in the country ia to deal with e 
ohiin of events going bsok into the peat. One evil sotion leads to another which 
again baoomaa the oaiesnaible cause of further evil. The preachiug and praetica of 
hatred and violeoce inevitably sow aeoda which yield bitter fruit* If we eow the 
wind we hare to reap the whirlwind* 

iHTBRlIi GovT.*a Ktfortb 

*‘£ver rinoe the Interim Governinaot took ^erge of afiairs they hava baan 
Intanaaljr oocupiad with these oommuoal troubles, l%e Boose will tmmlm tbal 
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Ibis Qoftniaept look offioo ?ei^ toon oiler whti it otlled Iho Qcttl OiloaUo 
Killiof filiich begtn on Ihe loih Aukuoi. All our work wtt thtdowod by Umio 
tfoiiM oaii we tried onr atmoet to deel wuh Uiie ttiutUoD. Tbe Houie know Ibnl 
tbo Oovommeol oi Indin may not ioierfere, under tOe exitUug Coueiituiioa, wltb 
Profioeinl Autonomy, in to Ur nt nnv one cau iniereiere under Uite OontUiuiloot 
it it the Gofernor«Geoertl tod not the Goveraor*Ue4tertl-iii-Oouneil. 

^Mererthelett, nt Indinnt in retponttble poeiuou to whom the country looked 
for guidnuee, we tried our utmoet to help. Tarouguout ihU uiihnppy period* 
Wilber it wtt in Onloutu or eltewbere in Inditt Nutkhnli end Hett Bengni or 
Bihnri the Gofernment wnt netutliy oontciout oi their reepoueibiliiict end keenly 
detirottt ef oombntiog the peril ihnt hid eaeompntted the country. Ihere hne beeu 
mueh public eriticiem of our teeming inncuoa becnute uecetfttrily we could not 
function in public lu regard to thete uinttert. if fncU were known, 1 do not think 
Uint thit oriticitm woula be coutidered to be jutitlled. 

MWTBODt OF ViOLBMCB MOBT QO 

**A tuccettion of eveott, whion are known to thit tiouttf led to ihe Great 
Calcutta Killing. That wat followed by the Ureat tragedy of Noakhali and Eatt 
Bengal, and that again led to the terrible happen ingt in Binar. And now Bihar ie 
leading toother outburtu oi brutality and violence. Ihere appeart to be a oompeti* 
lion In murder and bruuliiy and uuleat we put a ctop to thi«, the immodiate iuture 
of our country ia dark, ihai it can be put a tiop to, 1 have little doubt. Not by 
a reliance on mere armed lorce. thoug that may be ueceaaary oocaaiunally. but by 
Ihe tffurtt of all ihote who luHuenoe public opinion cau we put au eud to thui 
horror which cornea in the way oi all political and aooial progreaa, and, indeed, 
which ie already making life a burden for mauy of ua. U muat be clearly accepted 
that we cannot eetile aoy problem by tbe metboda of hatred and violence. 

Backukoukd of tub iiiiUR Tbaubdy 

''Recently 1 have come into intimate contact with maaaea of people in Bihar 
and I aaw the horrors that a aimple and likable peaaantry can perpetrate when ll 
loeee all balance and aanity. I found that duiitig the Calcutta kilhug a Urge 
number of Btbarie had loat their live#. Ihtir rcUtivea had returned to Bihar to- 
gether with mauy other refugeea and had spread all over the rural areaa carrying 
•toriet of what had hap(ieueu in Calcutta, ihe (Nsople of Bihar were atirred pro- 
foundly. Then came newt of No«khali and Kaat Bengal, ihete etoriea, and more 
tapeeially theacoouuta of abduction aud rape ut women and lurcible oouvertiou of 
large nunibera ol people iuluriated the I'Opulace. For tome time they looked to the 
Central Goverumeut and hoped that thia would give relief and afford proteotioo. 
When they did not aee aoy auch help or protection forthcoming, they grow hitter 
and eriticiaed atrougly the Inuriim Goveritmeiit fur ita apparent inactivity. 

**Varioui ittcideuta occurred lu Bihar which added to the general excitement. 
Towards the end of Uctober there waa trouble in Chapra dietrict and in Bu^alpur 
city. Thit was toon euppritaed. Then came, on Uctober dl, trouble cu a big ecalt 
itt Batua diitrict, oveiflowiiig into Gaya aud Mougiiyr disuirtt. it waa in etttnee 
a maea npriaiiig, large numbers ot peaeanlt burning aud killing mereileasly. Aa 
always bapi'Cns on such occasions, criminal and anti-social elemeuU took part and 
even took the lead in certain aieaa. One ot the ditiiculties of the situation wae that 
the areaa could not be easily reached because of lack of communications and flooded 
ooudiiions. 

**This mass uprising lasted almost exactly one week. Juet as It atarted sudden- 
ly, it ended also equally suddenly, ibis rapid ending of wideapiead movement, which 
wae on the verge ot apreading to other districts, was remarkable. The military of course, 
came in at a somewhat later stage aud helped in restoring order. But . a much more 
powerful factor in this restorahou of order wat tbe effort of a large number of pertone* 
ehiefly Bihatit, who spread out all over the villagee %od came face to face with the 
peasant maasea. The newt of Mahatma Uandhi'a proposed fast had alto had a 
powerfnl effect. 

^Casdaltibs Qrossly Exagobeatsd" 

'K^rottly ixiggertted aocounu have appeared of the uumber of oaeoaltlee 
during these tronbfea caused both by infuritted mobs tad by military firing, it Ie 
difficult to give at prtttut even approximately accurate figures ol catualtiee. But 1| 
nan be said with eerlainty that tome of the figures appearing in newapapere are 
eoiapletelj wroog. They are ueually bated on aocounu ol panie-strioken mngeea 
nho hnd lost all balanoa for iudgment. 

"Ihi Bihar ait n a t toi i waa hconght completely nnder control after awidc aa4 kl 
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qfM Aow. Bridanei to i ratarn to ooroMilltj la tha daalfe of paopla to fotnni to 
mair fillagaa. Tba problem ihare now ia bow to rabebilitete ibaaa paopla. Tbo 
Biber Uo? eromaot beva ttndarukaii (be raapoeaibility to lodge, lead end end piorlde 
other oaoaaienaai iooliidiog medloel rallef to tba aveeoaaa. 1 aodaratettd thet tboj 
elao propoae to give fieenoiel eaeiatenee to the auffarara io order to help 
rebebiliteiioii. 

**Aa 1 taeva atetad, the nawa from and about Noakhali oreatad a vary profound 
faaling in Bibar and tba laat of India. X am not in a poaition to aay mneh about 
tba praaant eondUtona to Beat Beogel. But reoaot reporta irom raliabla wttnaaaaa bava 
drawn pardoular aUeotiou to tbe vital problem of reatoriog women who were ab» 
duetod and loroibly couvertad. Tbe problem la not only important Io Itacif but alao 
baeauae of ite All-india reperoueaiona. It la, therefore, urgently neoeeeary that arery 
poaaibla atepabould be taken, witb all poeaibla apeedt to reetora them to tbair people. 
Only tbaii can a beginning be made ol rebabilitation in East BangaL 

it ie clearly tbe duty of tbe btata to give every poaeiola aaeiatauoa to tba auffarara 
Irom tbeea dieuirbaiioea. I bopa that provincial Govern manta will nudertaka thia 
duty in adequate measure. ibie will help aUo in producing a feeling of 
aeourity among tba people end a peycbologioal aimoepbere for a return to normality. 
Keoeni eveiita around and near JJeini muat be ireeb in the minoe 
of membere. it la time that wa put and and to all thia aorry bnainaaa 
all over India, and 1 trust that every aansitiva Indian whatever bit political 
vlawa might be, will oo*oparata witb othera in thia vital and urgent teak. 


The Garmuktesar Riots 

Tba Oarmuktaaar Fair near Uapur la normally one of the happieet of U.P. mefoa. 
VlllagarSf aiiiging in cborua, iourney by bullock carta to bathe in tha Qangaa on tbe 
nuaploioua night, Tba river's banks are dotted witb tentSt and there Is plenty of 
tuna In tba sida^ehowa. Tbia yeaif on tbe 8th of Novembsr» a patty quarrel at a marry- 
go-round aaw 4b paopla killed and 39 injured. Tba U. P.' Area military authoritlea* 
in oo-oparation witb the civil autburitleat took prompt measurea to aupprass tba 
riot and columns of troops proceeded to tbe affected villagea» eatd a preea note. 

TUe mela crowd having dispersed in all direettoue from Garmuktesar, tooubla 
spread to tuo outlying areas In tbe district where no quick mesas of eommunioation 
existed and ditbculty was therefore being experienced in locating them. Tba Com- 
msndary U. P. Areay bad instruoted tba bub»area Commander, Meerut* to obarter 
a plana and mska a reooniiaiseance flight to find tbe tronbie apota, wbara Iroopa 
ware to be daspatobed immediately. 

As a preoautiouary measure against the possible apread of , trouble Io tba 
adjoining diatriutm eolumua ol iroopa ware daapatobed to tha north aaat mud 
•ouib of Garmuktaaar to bhabranpur, Musafaroagar, Aligarh, Etawah and 
Moradabsd. 

Eye-witneaaes aocounta reaobing Delhi on tba 9tb November spoke of aartooa 
diatutbanoea iii and near Meerut during tbe return of pilgrime from Garmuktesar. 
One of tbe reports reaching Delhi atated that some 46 parsonst inoluding 
woman and children, were killed and about 25 aeriously injured in bhajahanpur, 18 
miles Irom Meerut, on tha Maerui-Garmuktesar road, 

Aa eya-wunasa etated that pilgrims returning from Qarmukteaar in aoma 15 
bollook oaris were attacked at tula village. Two of the carta with a large number of 
ooaupnnia ware burnt, borne 25 bodies with atab wounds and tba charred ramaina 
ol two ebildren ware found near the aoena. Wbst happened to tba ooenpanu of 
tba other carta oould not be de&n Italy aacertaioabla but moat of them might bafw 
aaeap^. A doxan bulloeka ware found killed. A party of troops arrived and look 
obarga of tba wounded which inoluded n number ol woman suffering Irom aavara 
burnsy atnb wounds, or tba affeeta ol criminal aasault. 

SrimaH Mirdula JSen Sarakhai, Oanaral Saoratary of tba Gongraaa 
who was in Maaruty beard of tba trouble brewing in bhajabnnpnr 
and ruabed in bar oar to tbn village in an effort to atop tba pilgrima from enter- 
ing the village. But aba wna too lata to warn tbn paopla travailing in tbn iftaan 
bnUoakanila. Tim oncts won nltnokid on tba road running il^t tbraSgh tbn tilhigii 
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A Moad toeideol wm nporlad near Qhtiitbad. tbout 10 matt fitim DtlliL whm 
ft iiftift bringing iiUgrinii from OnrmiiktMftr im utoppMl nod ntticked by • 
mob of oboaft SO penont .Tb« pftttengertf ho««Tcr, rttliltd nnd bant off Ui« ftltnekocit 
aomo of whom ware injured. Home of the ()aat«)ngfri were alao iniured. 

A furibar report atatad that nine dead bodiea from Datna. a villaga Boar 
Ghaiiabadt were brought to DalhL Four injurad peraona from the aama villaga 
ware admittad to hoaptul. 

Tan people were fatally atabbed and about 50 aerioualy iiijured until the ataif 
la Maarut oily on the 0th Noramber. A number of arreata were made for braaoh 
of the ourfaw. 

U. P. Minintero* Appeal 

Pandit <7. B. Pant, Premier and Mr. Ra0 Ahmed /Cidwai, Home Miniater, 
United Profincea, in a atatement on tbo 12th November aaid : — 

**Wa are filled with ahame and aorrow orer the reoent bappeninga in eertain 
parta oi the Meerut Diatrict. it ia not itoaaiblo to expreea adrquately our aentimenta 
or to find aultable language to condemn theae brutal atrooUtea. We are ansloua 
to trace the foul miacreanta who were at the bottom of and reaponaihte for theae 
farocioua deed# which hare the ap|ie«rauee of being taken for thia purpoae. 

*^lt la believed that they were moatly r«ckt(*aa ritffiana from oiiuide our Pro- 
vinoa. The law will take ita couree and we wiah that the perrwiratora of this crime 
may aoon meet with the fate they doncrva. There ia aome dtaeontent» and eertain 
oomplainia have been made ^ainat aome of thOAC who were ohargini with the dell- 
eale and difficult taak of maintaining law and oeder in the prevailing oonditione. 
At present we have to concentrate on the reatnratbn of public peace which should 
be the foremost duty of everyone In the exiattiig eircnmaiaticfti. 

**Httt we will examine the complainta and conaider all atiggeatinna aa aoon ftft 
we are free and conditioiia permit ua to do ao. We off**r our heartfelt aympaihy to 
the innocent viettma of wanton atroidtiea. We have taken meaanrea for the relief 
of enflerera and are appointing a Oommittee with Mr. lamatl Khan aa Praidenti 
Ohaudhury Kaghubir Narain 8tngh, Hrt Kbuairam, Nawah Jamahed All Khan and 
llanlvi Lutfail Khan aa members and Mr. Malcolm aa otficer in charge of relief and 
rehabilitation. 

**We with all s|)aedy meaaiiree may be taken at the coat of the Government 
towards this end. Extra police and military detaebroenta have been brought and 
etationed in the city and the countryside to meet adequately the situation. Ihe 
officers have adequate staff at their dispotal and we trust that normal coiiditionN 
will be restored anon. The authorities have tiistructioiis to take akrii action and 
to use fuil and eflective forces to quell the diaturbances. 'Ihey will be free to use 
all possible means in the interest of public order and puhtie safety and wherever 
aeoeaaary will make use of the arma and wcai>ons provided for that purpose. 

*'Meerttt Diatrict ia being declared a disturbed area. Detailed ordere about 
various matters arising out of this declaration will be issued later. 

**We are grateful for the valuable asstsuiice we have received from the Brlga* 
dicr of the region and other Defence Hervtoea. 

**lt will DC realiaed and appreciated that whatever the Government may do, 
peace oanoot he maiulatoed undisturbed except with the willing and active co-ope- 
ration of the public. Whatever differences there may be. political or oiherwiaa, the 
path of Tioicoce will not resolve them ; it will have to be abjured. The apirti of 
retaliation, which hae already worked tremendoua havoc, must be completely exor* 
elaed and extinguiabed and the innate dignity and aanctity of human life regard- 
late of creed or caste must be aeo>epted aa the basic condition of elviliaed existence. 
Even if eomplete harmony and concord is not establiahed forthwith, everyone mnet 
rMolve at least to keep to peaceful methods and not to stoop to lawless or vio- 
lenl mejuia even in cases of grave provocation. 

*'Feace Oommitteee, with Ohaudhury Kaghubir Narain Bingh and Mr. lamait 
Ehao at Preeadeot and coofisting of repreaentativet of all aectioue of thought and 
opioioUf have heeo organised lor the diatriot and city reapectively. We earoeetlj 
hope aad pray that they may eaceeed in achieving ibeir objective and eeiablith 
complete coocord among all communitiee/’ 



Formation of Interim Government 

Sardar Patel Replies to Mr. Jinnah 

In rMy to Mr. Jinnah*a PriHM atiitraeni, noon after the nieetitifc of the Council 
of the A11*(naia Moalim Letfcne, Sardar Vallabhhhai PateL addreaaing a neetin^ nt 
Bonbaj on the 2nd Angnat in celebration of the J'ilak nnniTeraary, aaid 
that if Mr. Jinnah meant buaineaa. it waa np to him to make a friendly 
nfiproaeh to the Oongreaa and drop all hinta and tbreata of direct action. 

Bneh threata. he aaid. were directed not a^ainat the Britiah but aaainat the 
Conneea. The Britiah had already declared their willinKneaa to leave the country. It 
waa in tba intereeta of the Mualima to (tive up their preaent attitude and eo-operate 
with the Oonffreaa in the achievement nf apeedy ind»^i^nderice for India. 

Sardar Patel maintained that the Oon^creae would not yield to preaaure taotiett 
namely, threat of direct action. Ft would never compromiae on ita main principlee. 

The Mualim IjeaKue could not prove to the Cabinet Miaeion dnrioic the recent 
deliberationa in Delhi and Simla ita caae for Paki>«tan. It had. therefore, accepted 
rejeetion of the Pakiatan demand by the Cabinet Miaaion. It waa unwiae now to 
revive the oH cry. 

Mr. Jinnan/* Sardar Patel aaid, “ haa referred to me aa heinp: reaponaible for 
the tieaane’a diacomdture and alleeea that aome eecret deal had hern made by me 
on behalf of the Oongreaa with the Cabinet Deletration. Mr. Jinnah haa not ao far 
been able to produce any evidence in aiipport of hia allegation. In fact. I would aay 
it waa Mr. Jitinah who entered into a t*ecret underetandinK and obtained promieea 
behind the hark of the Oon^reaa, wi ich, in the nature of thiofca, could not be ful- 
filled. He. therefore, complaina now of the non-fnlBIment of thoae pledgee and 
amurancea and he la naturally angry, flie Tongreaa haa nothing to hide. It alwaya 

? ilaeed ita carda openly on the table. Mr. Jinnah tried to outwit the CongreM and 
ailed. 

Sir Stafford Orippa, an eminent lawyer, haa put one interpretation on Clause 8 
of the June 16 etateraent while Mr. Jinnah puta another. Both are able lawyers and 
if thay cannot agree on the interpretation of Clause 8 of the atatement of June l6, 
why should the Oongreaa he hlam d ?*' 

While the Oongreaa waa opposed to parity in the Interim Government, be aaid, 
the Congress would not be opposed to the Mualim League operating a Government 
of their own, provided the League leader dropped hia communalism and adopted 
nationaliam. 

'* I want to make it clear that there is no poMaihility of a coalition between 
the Congress and the League aa they have diametrically opposite aims. Any attempt 
at a eoalition between these two will end in disaster. In England there 
was a coalition between Lahonr and the Cooaervativea during the war, 
but then they had a common objective, namely, defeat of Germany 
and Japan. But here. in India, Mr. Jinnah comes in with the 
avowed object of dividing India Into Hindustan and Pakistan, whereas 
the Congress goes into work for a united finieral India. How can these 
parties coalesce ? There is no common objective. 

do not understand what new situation baa arisen which entitles the Mnelim 
Leegne to withdraw its acceptance of the long-term plan. Mr. Jinnah complaina 
of Pandit Nehru's Prea'« interview in which be stated that the Oongreaa has agreed 
to go into the Conatituent Asaerobly and it is free to do what it likes inside the 
Aaaembly. Mr. Jinnah forgets that he bimaelf in hia apmh at the League Council 
at Delhi in accepting the CaiNnet Miaaion's plan aaid similar if not worse things. 
He said that the Muslim Ijesgue was accepting the long-term p^sn beeanee it 
contained the foundation of Pakiatan and that the League hop d to build a full- 
fledged Pakiatan on that foundation. 

**In Uie very tame speech he had said that the Congress had swallowed the 
engar«ooated pill of Pakistan. The Leimue resolntion accepting the long-term 
plan alao eontinned similar expressions. Where then it the justification for Mr. 
Jinnah to complain against the Congress President? 

Stating that the British Cabinet Mission's plana for long term settlrment bad 
been aoorated by four partiee— the Oongreta, the Mualim League, the Princee and the 
IMUsh Government— carder Patel esid : **Tbe Congress will never aseume rnpon* 
•IbilUy ior breaking auch a solemn undertaking. 1! the League ohoosM to withoraw 
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feom ill obliKilioAi ttftdirtakiii after fall aod Mtara oonaldiratiOB, II ihimid aol 
aiteMpI Id find ezeoM and try to ibrow tbe blama and rwpoQtlbility for aaob 
a wididfawal on othnii. Il muat bn prnparad to face the lull oonaeqneoeei of enab 
a daeiiton.* 

Harder Patel then referred to Mr. Jinnab'e **eiiddenly devrioped friendiiaeee 
and teadar mcard** for tbe Scheduled Caetee and eald that it waa Mr. Jinnah who 

S raiatentlj refueed to aaree to aire them adequate rpproaentatlon in tbe interim 
iTernment in preparation to their population. He ineteted that the repreaeota* 
tioo to the Scheduled Oaetee in the lutertm Qorernment ehould be reatricted In 
the eame nanoer at he objected to rapreeentation beiof: accorded to other 
niooritiee auch ae the Paraie 

Referring to parity, Sardar Patel said that Mr. Jinnah had aaid that the Viceroy 
had aaaured him of i>arity io the Interim Ooeernmeiit on the baaia of 5 : 5 : 8. 
The Viceroy had already promptly denied thia charge and atill Mr. Jinnah repeated 
it. The Cfongreea. he aaid, made no aecret of the fact that it would not aeoepl 
Mrity on any grounda nor allow any minority to go uiirepreaented in the Interim 
Government. He could not underaiand how Mr. Jinnah could believe that the 
Oongreec would ever accept tha baaia of parity which would relegate it to the itatue 
of a minor communal orgaiiizition. 

Mr. Jinnah*. Reply to Patel*. Suggeation 

Mr. Mf, A. Jinnah, in an interview at liombay oo tne 5th Aufnat, declared 
that the aiiggeation to refer ttie 1/eagiie'a caae to arbitration waa unacceptable to him. 

The propoaal. Mr. Jinnah aaid, ira« made to *‘i Q|)rt«a the ignorant public here 
and abroad that the Oongrcaa ia reavnnahle and concitiatiry.** The Mualim demand 
for Pakiatan waa baaed on the right of ieU-do<crniinfiita:i and cotild not be a 
juaticiable iaaue. 

Mr. Jiniiab aaid : **Mr. Vallabhhhai Patel in a recent apeiHdi on the Ooiigreaa 
Working Comniittcc'a reaoiution at IMIit on June ‘JG an 1 that of the A. I. 0. 0. 
at Bombay on Julv 7 , to quote hia worda. aaid : **We accipt full reaponaibility for 
the declaration. Toe Working Comitiitt*'e**« rnaoliiiion aaid clearly that it accepted 
the declaration of May IG. It alii; atood by it. CerUinly it had tha right to 
interpret the dixnimiMit.” Thia ia mialcadiiig. The do'umant embodied four main 
propoaala. Firat, the declaration which alone, ha aaya, tha Congreaa haa accepted. 
The haaio form and the groatdng of the proviticea in Paragraph VJ of the document 
and the formation of the Ititcrini Government, have not been accepted by the 
Congreaa. And thia ia clear from tbe letter of the Congreaa Proaideni of June 25 
whereby the Oongr«*aa reject**d the Staicnient of June 16 regarding tbe Interim 
Govern mciit and only accepted ihm irtavement of .May )G with reaervatioiia and with 
their own inierpretaiiofa. Thia being a condttiorial acceptance waa in fact and in 
law a rejection of the Statement of Mav 16. The letter wluda up by aiiying : *Wo 
alto gave our interpretation to aomc of the proviatona of the atatement. White 
adhering to our viewa ac accepted your propoaala and aie prepared to work with 
a view to achieve our objective,* The rcaoluiion of the Woiking Committee prnceeda 
to lay down that there waa tuifhcieiit a<*ope for enlarging and atrengihening the 
Central Govern menl and for fully eitauring the right Of the proviticea to act accord* 
ing to their cb >ice in regard to groupiug. 

COKOKKSS ATTinUlK Cryticired 

"Congreaa leadera have aaid at the A. 1. 0. C. that they have not eceepted tbe 
long*term plan of the Cabinet Miaaion aa il waa and that they have rejected the 
tehort-term plan of June le and now 51r. Patel haa tbe audacity to aay that tbe 
League haa gone back on iia pledged word. To whom did we pledge our word end 
o what bad we pledged our word ? One of the two major partiea hea not accepted 
the long-term plan and hat rejected tbe ahort-term plan and thta waa pointed out hy me 
Immedietely by the Preaa atatement which I made at Delhi on June 27 and 29 aod 
aleo hy the reaolutioo of the Mualim I..eague Working Committee paaeed on June 
26 RooeptiDg both. 1 had pointed out that the Congreaa had not accepted the long- 
term plan and rejected the Interim Government propoeal. The Cabinet Miaeion 
eempped the Interim Government propceal nnd had gone back on their word. We 
therefore decided to call a meetiog of the All-India Mualim Uagne Oounell at 
Bombay oo July 26 and 88 to conatder and to meat the new aitoation that had 
nrtaeny to which Pandit Nehru reiortrd that the Congriea would creete many more 
new altontiooa. In the meenttmc, Pendit Nehru and other Congreee Icedere Inelw* 
ding Mr. Vnllahbbhai Patel himeelf, made it deer In their epeeebce nnd poblte Oh* 
teinneee la Bombay that the Congreee had not accepted any of the terme ol the 
S8 



118 FOBMATION OF INTERIM GOVERNMENT [ 

Btolmeiit of May ,16 or oonmitt«d ibaoitelvco to anythiag. FarUitr« on July 10 
Pandil N«bru» iba Congreaa Pratidant, mada tbia crystal clear to a Praaa Confa- 
moa : aod tita Aaaam Aateinbly. in accordanca with tha iDatroetiona of tha Coo* 
graaa Hiab Ooiomaod, after baring eleeteil their repreeanutiree to tha Gonatitnant 
Aaaanbty, gate iliem a de6ul(e mandata to bava nothing to do with iba *'0*' Oroop 
from the rery atari altbougb there waa a rery atrong oppoaiiion to tbia fr tha 
rapraaantatirea of the minoritiaa including tha MaaTiiof. But iba reaolutioo waa 
aarriad by an overwhelming Cofigrei>a ina}ority. Fur her, at a public mrating in 
Delhi on July iS2, Pandit Nrbru reiterated that they were going to tha Gonaiitnaot 
Aaaamblj to achiera their oi»iective and to terra their purpoae aod if they failed* 
they would kill the Aaaembly. 

*Tbia waa after the debiite that took place in Parliament on July 18L Thie 
left no doubt that the Congreaa waa going to the Conatituent Aaaembly to aebiera 
tbeir ob]eciire aa it haa been repe atedly atated in the lettera and the raaoluiion of 
tba Oongreaa. it made ita intentiona clear that it waa not bound by the grouping* 
nor ware they confined atrictly to the ba»>ic form of the document, and uneqairo* 
catty aaarrtt'd that they were free to enlarge tlie icor>e and powera of the Union 
and add aa many aubjecta aa ttiey might wiah to do to the Union Gorernment 

Powers of the Cretbb 

*'We know what the objeciivo and piir|K)ae of the Congreas la. Ihe Congreaa 
belierea that it haa aectirod a declaration from the Britiah Government of the com- 

S lete indHt)endeDre of India outatde the Britiah Commonwealth of Nationa and that 
lia Conatitiition-making inuchinery ahotild bt^ turned into a aovereign body and that the 
only thing for them that now rentaina ia to frame a cooatitution on the baaia of strong, 
united Indian Federal Government with vital powers and anb} eta, auch aa defence, 
foreign afTdra, conimnnicationa, coatoma, finanite, roturnerce* platininir, industry and 
tariff and further with power to ntep in if the ConatiMition of any Provincial Gov- 
ernment waa not working according to their conception, thna reducing the provinoea 
to a poaittOQ which would be uo better than that of municipalities or county 
oounciU. 

*'Mr. Putf'l aaya that no individual atatement or ezpreaaion of opinion could 
alter the aolemtt reHolution and that the resolution itself ia clear. But are we to 
dieregard the pronouncement of the Prenident of the Ootigreaa when he further 
olarifiee a resolution, 'rheu what importaiico are we to attach to the individual pro- 
nounoem*nta like Mr. Patera ? 

**Mr. Patel says; **riic League end the Congreaa pull in the oppoaite directione. 
One wants to divide India into rtkisiaii and Jiiiidnatan while the other yvarne for 
a united India." "It wa<i clear", Mr. Patel add#, "(hat the two have no common 
meeting ground, that a coalition between the Congreaa and the League waa impoasi- 
hie for the org^niaationa w<*re holding viewa which were diametrically opposed to 
each other." ilut when we demand rakivtan and the division of India into Uindu- 
ataii and Pakiatan, our achonto gives freetlom and independence to both the major 
natioiia*-ihe li indue and the Muslim a*— whereas the Oongreaa and Mr. Patel are ad* 
amaot and wiah to esiabltsb a united India with a strong federal Central Gevero* 
ment whioh meana that 100 million MuHlims are to be brought under the yoke of 
Hindu majority rule and it meana freeriom only for the Hindus and alavery for 
Muslima under Hindu Haj 1 echo : How can there he a common meeting ground 
on Ihia baaia for which, 1 have no doubt, many Oaste-Hindua passionately yearn 
and Mr. Patel dreams t 

"Having declared that we stand poles asunder, Mr. Patel adviees me that 1 
■boald change my approach and c.ease to be a coromuoalist and become a jiattoua* 
liat**! suppose he meana a Congtssa Nation alist — and accept that the Congreea re* 
preeente all loiia, on the irosguiary hjottng that India waa one country and one na- 
tion, whereas the facta are that Uie Congreea ia nothing but aOaate-Hiodu organt- 
■ation. But his advice that i should become a nationalist and cease to be a eom- 
munaliat meant nothiug except that 1 should bury the Pakiatau demand, diaown 
the Muslim nation and appear before him in asck-cloth and aabea and after that, 
when we have entirely thrown on revives at tbeir mercy, we can have ae many aeate 
In theproposeii executive ae we like, ae tbeir creatures. 

'‘Mr. Pah'l ie speaking in terms of cootradicattoo. On the one band, he eaya that 
there is nomciting ground snd that Coalition is impossible aa we are polea apart. 
But on the other hand he aaya that the CongreaM had gone to my doors a hun- 
dred times-^tliia of course Is not true— aod that i have never tseigoed to go to 
them* The truth ia that three timee in Ihe eourae of the laet eiglit years, Mr. 
QaudhI oame to me with e view to perauade me to aooept the Ooogiaas demeud. 
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whiefc 1 eosld doI. Does Mr. Patel want ma to go to the Coagrtaa to ixaraiiado 
lliaai to aoeapt ttia Pokiataa demaud o( ilie Muttlima abitb be cbaraettitecd la 
bli apceeb aa a **deflifcU<l e3cle tube" ? Lett time when Mr, iieitdbi came to aie» bo 
came oalf in bie ladifiOual capeett;, to uuutr^uiid ebat U»e P»ki»lao dewaad 
Hoaat aadiapeiit tbrve aetka wiui bim tacuufari bmi. but I failed. 

Talks with Pakdit Nkbkd Hecallko 

‘Yhta sort of talk la really lutauded to i*ouoii ibv mind of the Hiadua 
aad Mr. Paid ta only aufleriug irom ati iottnuii>y coD)|«l(X. At btmla, aban tl 
Haa arrauitad that Mr. ^abni and 1 abouid aieet. 1 aaked lam a bare aa could 
matt and be btiuaell »aid. **i ahall go om to you." Wbiu we mai ou ftiay U 
duriag tba coufereuca time, i pleaded before blm fur one and ball boura 
aod appealed to bitu to come to a artUeibcnt ou tba bade of Pakiitati, but be 
vaa adantaoi. Bdoia bia parting aitb mei 1 cautioned bini that be abouid not to 
be poiaoued by taunts that be bad come to my t>laca gud that i was iiul willing 
to go to bia place. Tbe place really doea not maitgr gud it la ao petty to trot 
tbU out to tba mauuii in wtiirb Mr. Patel baa done. 

**i told Paudii ^cbru that, if afier couauUing bia colleagueai ha wiahad to 
diacnaa tba matter ou tba baaia of Pakiatau and gave me au appoiuimaot» 1 would 
gladly go to bia place or anybody dae'a place that be might wiab. Mr. Petal 
makea a paanioosta appeal. Auer bevittg made it dear that there wee no 
mcatiug groiiiid. be invitca me to ait wiui tba Longreaa an *brotbeni* aud Joiii them 
to brcf^ tbe auteiueut of tlic Miaaiou. Well, we have already lorn up Uta aiata- 
ncDt ui May 16. Hr double our de»tra for tteeduin when be eaye that wa abouid 
join bauda uiui tba Congrcea it we are keen upon freedom. And, finally, be aaya : 
**Wbeu wa bare aat aa brotlKTa and if tbera ia no agreement poaaible, lat tba matr 
tar be referred to arbitration aud let ua aUda by tba aaard of tbe Arbitrator.** 
bKLF'HKrEbHiMATJOSi ISdOB 

*Tbia proposal it made a|.atu to impfcaa tba iguurant public here and abroad 
that tba Cotigraa la to reaaonaolv and ao conciliatory, but that itie Muslim League 
ia ibtraubigeiii. Mr. Patel knows perleeily well and i liavu pointed oat more than 
once that the deiuaiid for PakUun la batMd on tbe tight ot sell»datSimitiation of 
Mualinis, which is their birtbiigtit and ia not and t aunoi be a juaiictable laaua on 
principle alone. It la absurd to nay that ibis uiatier particularly abouid be ralarrad 
to arburaiiou. Even on practical grounds, who will aelect the arbitrators and who 
will aniurca tbeir award 1 ^u couiiicy can run iia Uovernineiife tiulcaa ita Conciitutlon 
ta framed by tba willing cuiMeni of the puopla cunoitnid. l*dr this very raaaoii the 
Oongreaa aud tbe Muelioi League had demanded Cointtitueni Aaseiubliea of the Cl* 
praacutativas of the peupla to fiaine the C juatituiioti. 

**ia Mr. Patel really aerioua t iben, wby ulk of the Conalifuent Asaambly and 
why not refer tbe whole mattar regarding tbe enure Iramiug of tbe Conalitutiou to 
tba arbiirauou of a few 1 ibenJore, tbe pro|>oiial of mibiiratiou is ludicrous. Mr. 
Patel kuowa batter iban auybudy else tnat it could not be accepted, both on 
grounds of prfucipia and aa practical proposittuii. 

*’Mr. Patel ba« now becowe tbe ebainpion of tbe British whom be aaya 1 hava 
traduced aud cumpiaina ihat i have abuaed iba Congress. He doea not eirecify wbal 
are those abuses, i have certainly attacked and criticised tbe Coiigresa and charged 
them with disrupting the Muslims and have exposed tbeir fslse claim that they 
reprcaeui albludia, including tbe Muslims, wnich certsinly is not true. All ny 
attacks aud criticism bsve been in stif-defrnce agsinst the must aggressive and ar- 
rogant atuiude of tbe Ooogeesa. Tbe Congress bus made every e&rt to mislead 
tbe people here and abroad aided wttb ita vast and powerful Preae and organisation 
and baa accuaed me aud the Muslim League that we ate tools in tbe banda of Briiiab 
Imperialitm. Hot a day paaaea when the Congress Preea doea not abuse tlm 
La^ue and myself. 

"There are many tnaecuracica in Mr. Patel'a statement and they are merely 
intended M propaganda for ibe Congress aud to mislead the people abroad by pae* 
■ing off that ibelia wae a conciliatory attitude whereat tbe League waa 
iDiraniigeoi." 

Canfme Worldog Committee '• Reeolution 

Tbe Ooogreve Working Committee adoptt^d a resolution at Wardba on tbo lOlh 
Aegnat 1M6 making it eiMr that while the Congreaa did not approve of all Ibe 
pcopoeala contained in tbe Oabioet Mission 'a suiemebt of Msy 16, it *^»^ted tbi 
iobaniiui ifn entirely •• noted in tba Committee's atatemeat of June 26, 
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Tbi OommUtae rii^tad to nota that tba Oonaell of tha AlModia Moallm Laagaa 
rafialoa ita prafiona daeiaioai haa daelded not to partioipata in tha Cooatitnant 
A a a am bly, and app^lad for tba eo«oparatson of all partiaa for tba aoiation of lndia*a 
many problama. Tba raaoluUon daelarad that tba Cooaraaa atond by ita praWona 
daelaion and propoaad to prooacd with tba work of tba Oonatituant Aaaambly. (For 
taxi of raaolntioD aaa p. 105). 

Mr. Jinnah on the Congreaa Reaolution 

‘*Tha lataat raaolution of tba Oongreaa Workiog Committae paaatd at Wardba 
on Angnat 10 doaa not carry ua anywhere, bacanaa it ta only a rapatition of tba 
aland taken by them from tba very baKtuning only pat in a differani langaaga and 
pimnaology,** aaid Mr. i/. A. Jinnah in a atatament iaauad from Bombay on the IStb 
Angiat 194a. The following ia tha full text of tha atatament 

*'Tha an tire acbeme of tha firitiab Cabinet MUaion oonaiated of tba long-term 
plan atatament of May 16 and May 25 and tba abort-tarm ptopoaal of aattliig op tba 
Intarim Government and theae two formed in^ral parte of the whole acbeme and 
ware iotardapendant and Indiviaibla. Tba Mualim I^rague accepted both wbcreaa tba 
Ooograaa rejected the Interim Governmeot propocal of June 16tb and aceeplad tha 
atatament of May lOth conditionally with reaervaiiona and their own interpretatiooa. 

‘The Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy aempped tbe Interim Gk>vernmont 
propoaal of June lOtb and treated the Congreaa decision communicated to them on 
tbe 25th end 26th of June wrongly aa acceptance. Tbe ao-calltd acceptance wee in 
laet a rejection. 

**Alter that, the Viceroy declined to poatpone the electiona of the Conatituent 
Aaeembly on the plea that arrangementa for it had gone far too ahead. Although 
the arrangementa with regard to tbe Interim Governinent were complete and tbe 
reaignationa of the then membere of the bxocinive Council were held by him and 
aooording to the atatament of June 16th the Interim Government was to be set up on 
or about June 26th, yet it wat acrapped. After thia, the Muslim League waa free to 
take each deoiaion aa they thought proper aa tbe entire baaia of the acbeme had 
fallen through. It waa only tbe Council of tbe All-India Mualim league that 
oould finally have decided our attitude and in theae circumatancee. we auminoned the 
Ooonell of the All-India Mualim l^eague at Bombay ou July 27-29 and they decided 
to withdraw our acceptance formally. 

**ln the meantime we decided to contest tbe electiona to tbe Constituent 
Aaaambly in order to prevent nodealreble people getting in aa Muslim repreaentativea 
and we captured 95 per cent Muslim seats. Meanwhile, before tbe Council of the 
League had met, Congreta leaders, including the President in their apeecbea at tbe 
All-India Congreaa Committee meeting on July 6 and 7 made their pronouncementa 
wbiob created grave appreheneiona in the League circlea and were expreaaed by Mr. 
Liaqat All Khan, BeoreUry of tbe All-India Mualim Ijeague, in bia statement from 
Hyaerabad on July IB. notably with regard to the pronouncement of Pandit 
Jawabarlal Nehru on July 10 at a Press Conference, which left no doubt at to the 
intentiona of tbe Congreaa. Both theae atatementa were broadcast in tbe Press by 
News Agencies. 

*'Toe debate In the Parliament which took place on July l8 abowed that tbe 
British Government approved of the scrapping of tbe Interim Government by the 
Cabinet Detegetion and tbe Viceroy and paid no attention whatever to the new 
aituation that had arisen, not only by pronouncements and elarificatioue and inter- 
pretatlona given by the Congreaa leaders which were publiabed throughout tbe 
oountry, but alao by the fact that the Aaaam Assembly, while electing tbe Aeaam 
representatives to tbe Oonetitueut Assembly, had under the iuetructione of the 
(jongreoe High Command passed a resolution giving a mandate not only to tba 
rapreeantativee of tha Muaaalmana elaotad by a separate bloc of Muslim mambeis to 
have nothing to do with tha 0 Group from tba very eiart. Thie clearly repudiated one 
of tba fundamental terme of tha atatemant of May i6 and tbia is an instance of how 
the majority aetad» although it is highly doubtful whether tha Assam Aammbiy 
waa oompelent to give aueh a mandate to tba reprasaotativaa of tha Cooatitnant 
Aaaambly. 

*<The lataat reaolution of the Congrrea Working Committee paaaed at Wardha 
on August 10 doea not carry ne anywhere, because it is only a repetition of the 
Oongraaa stand taken by them from the very beginning, only pnt in a different 
lanAage and phraaeology. Thia ia what they aay with regard to their deciaioii on 
|ho lo^-term plan. ^ 

OonunltlM faztber notad that a^peirai. Jiaw bm adTueed ca bihalf 
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of Ike MiiaUin Leogue to tho oSeofc that OongrMt MotpUooe of the piopooitt oon- 
Uinod In Um tUtcment of Moy 16 wm condiiional The CommUloe widi lo mnko 
it olenr that while they did not appiu^e of all the ptoponale eoatained ia ihla 
etatemeni, they accepted the eeheme in iu entirely/* 

■^fhe reeolntion farther euniinttee : **They interpreted it eo as to rceofee the 
inooasiiteney contained in it and fill the omissions in aooordanoe with the prinel|ie 
laid down in that sutemcnU*' 

•‘Therefore^ to start wiiht they are free to reaoWe the ineonsistencr and fill in 
the omiMioos. iioo can that be in seoordanoe with the principle laid down in 
that otatement f What is the inconsistency and what are the omissions 1 

**The resolution proceeds further and says : *They hold that rroeincial Anto^ 
oomy is a basic profision snd each province Has the right to decide whether to 
form or join a Group or not* Therefore they maintain that it is open lo the 
Congress to decide whether any particular province could join the Group or not 
But they go on .to say : *lue question of interpretations will be decided by the 
procedure laid down in the biaiement iuelf and ths Congress will advise its 
reprtscutstivcs to the Coustituent Assembly to function accordingly.* Who will 
decide this question of interpretstions and by what procedure and what is the 
procedure laid down iu the butement for the pur|H>se of interpreting the statemeni 
or any clause thereof except by the brute majority f 

**The resolution iheo goes on further : ‘Tue Committee have emphasised the 
sovereign character of the Constituent Assembly, that is, the right to lunoiion and 
draw up the cousiitution for India without the inwrfereuoe of any external power 
or authority I but the Assembly will naturally function within the internal limita- 
tions which are inherent iu its Uiik »ud will further seek Uu* largest measure of 
co-operation iu drawing up the constitution of free India, allowing the greateai 
measure of freedom and proucaoii for all just claims aud iuWrests.' Thercforei it 
is obvious tbst they still hold ttiai this cuustituiioii- making machinery is a aovereign 
Constituent Assembly but they resent any iiiterfenMicc ot any external power and 
authority. Whoever has suggeived it aud where haa it been suggested T The ques- 
tion is how this Assembly will function and they make it clear wai it will do to 
within the internal limitations which are inherent iu ita task. What are the inter- 
nal limitations in the Btatemenl ot May IG whicu could not be overruled by a 
sovereign Constituent Assembly '! If any decisions are taken by this Assembly 
which are repugnant, uUra viret or iiicompetent lor the Assembly lo adopt, what 
is the check provided lor it either internally or externally except again the brute 
majority in Uie Asst*mbly ? 

**They conclude by saying tliat the resolution of the Working C!6mmitlee pasaed 
on June SIG aud conliruied by the A. 1. C. C. *muat stand aud they propose lo 
proceed sccwrdtugly with their work in the OonstitUf nt Assembiy.' Xheiefore, it is 
quite clear that tiii-ie is no change on the part of the Congress tioepi the starting 
expression that they had accepted Uie scheme iu its entirely, which is immediately 
contradicted by what follows iu the resolution snd tuey have reiterated their repudia- 
tiou of the grouping aud eiti| hssiscd once more the sovereign character of tJte 
Constituent Assirrobly, which can only mean that it will not bound by anything 
laid down in the titatcmeiit of May IG aud would be tree to decide every queatiou 
by majority. 

need not deal with the rest of the resolution which is nothing but verbiagie 
and an appeal to the League to join the battle of India's independence. But there 
is no doubt left as to India's independence now because the btatement of May IG, 
at any rate, makes it clear on the |mrt of the British and Mr. Fatel, in his recent 
speech in Bombay, said there was no need any longer to fight the British and ihnt 
me only revolution ihst was needed was inierual revolution. With whom does the 
Congress ask us to juin hands and for what purpose ? 

**1 am afraid the situation remains as u was and we are where we were,*’ 

Pt. Nelini Accepts Viceroy '• lawiUkioii 

The following communique wee ; issued from the Viceroy*# Houae, New 
Delhi on Ihe isin Angnet inse }— 

“His Exeeileney ihe Viceroy, with ihe spproval of His Bfejesty's 
hes inviud the Hestdent of the Congress to make piopossls for tl 
formation of an Interim Government, ana the Freaident id the Congreei 
the inviUUM. rsndit Jawaharlal JSehni will shorUy visil New Hidh 
his yr^oaide with his Emlie^ the Vieeroy/* 
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apnmob ymi toit and itiTito your eo-operution. We tre nelortlly enidioiis to fom 
a OotemiiH^nl which will be ea repreaenUli?« m posaible in <m«r to deal with 
the uxfgaki problema facioK thie oouiiuj. 

Mn your letter you stale that yon are unable to accept the pocitkMi aa U 
appears to yon. I rey^t this Perhaps on fttller eoHsidrration of the position yoa 
would be agreeable to reconsider your dt'ctaion. If so, we would welcome it. For 
this purpose 1 shall gladly see you if vou »o desire. 

**As regards the general Hindu^MusUm question, we are always prepared to 
discuss this and try to find a way out. At pneent we are iininedist W concerned 
with the formstion of the provisional Oorernnient and cireuinaunees a* mand *hal 
early s'eps should Iw? taken in regard to it We hope that a coalition provialonal 
Gt^ernmeut will itself help in the consideration and soluti in of our problems. 

•*Whilc 1 am wil ing to discuss the larger question with you, 1 have no new 
suggestions to make, f'erhaps you may be nble to auggest a new approach 1 am 
prepar\:‘d »o come ti> your place at 6 p.m. this evening or, if it ia more convenient 
to you, some time tomorrow. I am leaving lloinbay on the 17th morning. 

*vt1y iciter ui you was not sent to the Press. I made a brief state men t to the 
Press, however, in virw of the re|>oatec| questi his put to me by newspsprrmea and 
in order to preven* mtsoonceplions. If you m desire you can release all ihia 
correspondence to the Press. 

Nehru on Talks %vith Jinnah 

Pandit Jawaharlal S%>hrut Pr^wlent of the Indian National Congress, 
annouiiceil at s Pr ws ('onfcrence si tiombav on the isili Angnst 1S4S that thn 
Muslim I>*agiie Prsidimt, Mr. Jinnah, had d« dined to offer his INirty's co^opra* 
lion to the Coii^c^ws in tlu formsiioii of an immediate Provisional National 
Government. Paficlii Nehru saii! : “Oiwifieration in the formation of the l^ovisional 
Government is bfifig oflercd U the Congnss by all elcmi'iits excepting the Muslim 
l>eagu«^ for tin* moment, jiowever, in th«^ eircunistatices, it is obvious that ws 
cannot stand still Imiause of this unfoitunnte lflu*k of eo.O|>eratioii from the Muslim 
I.<eague. far ai^ we an* con < irned, the door of co-opf*ration will always be open 
and we shall, in whatever we m.iy <!o, be keeping in view this larger view- point. 
We shall always look for the lirgcr measure of co-operation.'* 

Pand.t Ni*hru made it clear that the CKiiigr<*S8 would go ahead with the forma- 
tion of tht> Provisi iiial Govern iient subhvt, of course, to other conditions being 
satisfactory after lus interview with ihe Viceroy on the next day. 

Pandit Nehn 's Press co tference lasted 60 minutes and he d’wlt with only 
the outstanding qi wtioris. H*' made it el**ar at th^i outM^ that he would not like 
to go inU) the details but w^ald frankly tak<? the public into bis oonfidcDoo as 
events have prngrei^sed so far. 

PaiuLt >ehru said : ‘*A 'ew days ago I received a communication from ths 

Vicemy, when 1 was at Ward la. which staUxi that, in concurrenee with ths 
Uriiiati Govern rocut, he. the Viceroy, |>ro|K>te to ask me. aa Primident of ths 
Oongreaa, to make profiosaG ur the formation o' an Interim Government. It ia 
fairly a simple communication ^.ixi th<’re is nothin,; more or less than what I havs 
stated. What that communicUioa implies, it is for you to draw your own 
oouciustoiiB. 

**The Congress Working 'yoromtitec decided to inform the Viceroy that I 
would be prepared to make pruosaU for the formation of an Interim Govrrnmcot. 
I had no other commiinicstion with the Viceroy in regard to this matter, apart 
from the one men ioned above. 

**The position, todsv, is s< me what vague, thouirb undoubtedly, the announce* 
ments made on t>eha1( of the Viceroy and on our behalf, do make a considerable 
advance. When 1 saw Uie Vic Toy last, at Delhi, there was no talk. ni>r mention 
of the Intmm Government, ^ome f eople imagine that there was some kind of 
•eeret UndTstanding between the i*ongress sod the Viceroy in regard to this matte, 
but I say there is nothing of the kind.** 

New Kikd of approach by Viceroy 

Pandit Nehru added : ‘‘The present off* r to the Congress to form the Inte- 
rim Oo^mment does make a difference. The Viceroy nas made a new kind of 
approach. .There ia a psyeholc*gieal difference. Unlike on previous ocessions. we 
are now ssked to form the entire Government, no doubt with tbe« o-operationof oibseSt 
but taking the respposibslity lor it. >ow it is not a queation of tndividuals bebiE 
picked and chosen bj no eEtemal auttehty. May m, ell thto ends in our bsing 
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Wiilit iB B Imp ; nifty be* thftt it Iftftdi nt miieh farther in the diitetkm we Wftnt 
Ift BO. Wft wotiid elimtnftto ftll the obfttroetloaft in oar way. But, in nny enoe, we 
hftTe to be reiy wery. 

*«Meftnwhi1e. we thought it deeirftble thet we should do our utnioet to gftin 
Em eo^opeifttioo of ell* ftad« more espeeiftlly, the League in forming the Oorem- 
ment. There ere obviously e msidereble diFerences in outlook, epprosdi end 
objeetives between the Congress ftud the Muslim League. It wonfa have been 
rather futile to imagine that ail those differences would suddenly vanish. Never- 
thelees, we did hope that, our differences apart, we might still be able to co-operate 
and, possibly, the process o( co-operation might help in resolving those 
dHTetetieea.*' 

Pandit Nehru then referred to the correspondence exchanged between him and Mr. 
Jinnah yesterday and said: had, as usual, a iriendly talk. Mr. Jinnah put 

forward ^e Muslim Leagu ^'a case which everyone is well acquainted with. In 
btief, he criticised both the so-called long-term and short-term plans. Mr. Jinnah 
fdt that the latest resolution of the Congress Working Committee did not differ 
from the previous stand taken by th** Congress. Perhaps be was right.'* 

Pandit Nehru regretted that his meeting with Mr. Jinnah yesterday did not 
bring the Congress and the vluslim League politically nearer to one another. *Tor 
the present I can say nothing more except that I am going to Delhi to-morrow. 
1 shall meet the Viceroy and we shall discuss the question of the formation of the 
Interim Government further. The fact that we have agree<i to make proposals 
does obvionsly put certain reetKinsibilities on us. It takes us many steps 
farther. Wa have taken this decision with the full sense of rcBiKiiisibility and not 
in any light-hearted manneri because, obviously, all manner of consequences may 
follow. 

‘*1 would like you to realise that there arc possibly manv hurdles still and 
not to imagine, as some do, that there is no further dilHculty left about the formation 
of the Provisional Government It may well be formed or there may still be ijome 
obstruction or difBculty." 

OOBOBEflB TO FOBM A “FRBR frOVKaNMENT" 

Pandit Nehru made, it clear in answer to a qm^stion, that Uie Congress had 
accepted the Viceroy's offer 1 1 form the Interim (t iverninent which would not 
merely be the Executive Council but a Free Government. 

Pandit Nehru said: <‘8trie.tly, legally spcKkin^:, there will be no change as 
regards the Viceroy's position, but. in practice, I trust, he will be a kind of consti- 
tutional head. But. if unfortunately, the Viceroy exercised his veto, it would lead 
to trouble. In fact, it cannot be exercised. If he does, it would have major 
consequences." , . , ... 

Answering * question, Pandit Nehru said that the question of certification of 
any Bill by the Viceroy would not arise inasmuch as there cannot be a conflict 
between the Government and the Assembly. "I cannot conceive of such a conflict", he 
said, *‘becaiise any Provisional Government must carry the Central Assembly with 
it. If it does not, that Qoverroent must go." 

Pandit Nehru continued : "In fact the Provisional Government should func- 
tion as though it was responsible to the Gcntrsl Assembly, such as it is. It is 
cA>vious that the whole Provisional Government will be a aiffereut set-up, nsycho- 
logloally, and will approach both domestic and international problems from a 
dmerent point of view. While so doing, it is conceivable thst it may come into 
oonfllot wiUi British authority in England or elsewhere. At present, one cannot say 
anything apeciflo in regard to this matter." 

AsIM if the Congress formed the Interim Oovemroeni without the Muslim 
Leagae*a co-operatiou and the League atarted some kind of direct action, would it 
not lead to the Congress being used to put down the League, Pandit Nehru said, 
«'If the League starts some kind of direct action, obviously, Government will face 
that diieot action— either come (o terms with it or oppose it. There is qp other 
oourse. If the Government is strong, direct action goea under, but if the Govem- 
ment is weak, the Government will go under." 

Iktbbim Govt, and the States 

Pandit Nehru was then asked what would be the attitude of the Provisional 
Government towards Indian States. He said : "The States, as such, do not come 
wi'hin the scope of the Provisional Government except in regard to many oommon 
problems between the States and the rest of India. But. obviously, such a Govern- 
ment, apart from the eomu.oa problems, will be intensely intersstra in the fonna- 
tlon of Semoeratic Governments in the Statss and it will try to farther that end." 
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^Buidst Nehni eoolintted : *«Th6 diKttioii of the Coagrae Workim OommiUee 
to tom the Interim Oorernment wm a yital deoitlon aud yX, perhepe, ea IneHlir 
ble deeiiioii la the eeaee that it followa a oeriain ohaio of happealoge From Um 
Coagrem point of riew, it wae oeruialy a no?ci That etep ooold not hi 
taken normally withoat preriooe referenoe to the All- India CoDoym CommiUea 
and in any event that reference will have to be made and ilie anal deoiaion wUI 
net with that Committee. At the aame time, we felt that it would not be right 
for no to postpone action, in view of variOtts development! and happeniugo both in 
thia country and abroad.*' 

RsLATtowa WITB OOKORBOa Exbcutivb 

The Congreaa deoiaion to agree to form the Interim Government invedvea many 
other oonaequeocea, internally, for the Oongreaa. We have given aome thought to 
thbi but we have not decided upon any definite line of action, ainoe we are not 
•laie whether the aeoeptance of the Viceroy's offer would l«»ad to aomething final 
or not 1 might tell you that, even now. «*e have not finally decided about the 
detaiU of the propoaalt we have to make to the Viceroy. Since the Onngreaa join* 
ing the Proviiional Govern metti ia aome thing entirely new. both for the Congreaa 
and the oountry. we have to connider what rclationa our luxecutive should bear to 
that Government and whether any member of the Executive could beloiuc to ihal 
Government The Working Committee has come to ocruin conclusions in regard 
to these mmitere. 

Pandit Nehru empbaiiaing the importance of maintaining the revolutionary 
character of the Omgreaa organiaation, said, *'Tbc Working Committee Httacheo the 
greatest inijiortanee to the itit4*rnal organisation of the Congn'aa. because it fedkl 
that whaWver tlie future may hold for us. the rciil •anetion i>ehiiid ua ta the Con* 
great organiaation. Therefore, we uiital do our utmost not only to ktep it going, 
but to ■trengthen it. widen it. make it more dinciplined and ready for action, when 
action may be neoeaeary*. Iherefore, in cottsid**rtiig all tht'se governmental affairSt 
we have to think airthe time of the t*ff<M‘t of each such development on the Con- 
gress organisation and how we should adapt tnat orgauisaitoii to tlirao changing 
circumstaiioea. so that it may not come into conflict, and yet. the most im^iortani 
thing of all. it should retain iu revolutionary outlook, obviously, aome kind of 
change at the top by iuelf docs not mean much. It may be che precursor of other 
changes, bi^ and small. Ii it beesuse we look upon the Vice >oy a off(ir from that 
point of view that we thought ttt terms of at'cepting tho Viceroys offer to form 
the Interim Govern nient. Hig changes have to come Isicr. The formation of tha 
l^visional Governmeot arid the convening of ihc Oonstiiucnt AasembJy are by 
themsclvtw only initial steps in a certain protMrss. If vre th.nk that those steps ia 
in the riitht direciioa, tneti we take them. But. if we think that they may come 
in our way. we must avoid them. W*c havf now come to liic cotiduaion that these 
two steps, namely the convening of ihe Constituent Assembly aud the formation of 
the Interim Govern mem. lead us and help us to proceed in Che right direc:tioot 
which will bring ab^mt fuadametital ciianges in India. I', is b<Mmusc of this, that 
we have decided to go into the Constituent Assembly as well ua. if other things are 
satisfactory, to form the Provisional Government." 

1Xk>b fob Co-UPBBATiosr Kbpt Upbk 

Pandit Nebrn eominued. "Naturally when ons takes such a step, one wiahea 
for the largest measure of co-operation possible. In epite of all that had happen^ 
daring the last three or four weeks—msoy statements, some of them violent and 
thrastening violent action against the Congress— we fell it our duty to make an 
earnest effort to get that eo-operatlon, not only from the Maslim League, bnt from 
othere too. 'that co-operation is being offers to us by almost every group or oom- 
monlly in India except, I regret, for the moment, the Muslim League. In the 
elieumatanoes, however, It Is obvtoua that we esnuot atsnd still becaoss of this no* 
lottnnale lack of oo-operatlon from the Muslim Leagne. Ho far as we ere oooeeroed 
that door of eo-operation will always be open. We shall, whatever wa may do, al« 
7S-oponiSoa in view this larger view-point and proceed with the largcat meaaiira 

Mr. Jiasah AlUtcka Congrem 

**PMidit Jawbarlal Nthm wonld have baan nearer tha troth if, Inataad ol aay* 
iftg that thara was laek of eo-operation from the Muslim Lisyoe, he hsd sold that 
the MoaUm l^ao waa not ptopartd to aurrender ; and it witild have btro aiin 
maio trot If, loatcad of aailng that tha Congreaa door of co-tptratlco waa atlll 
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op«ii» he bed teld tbet the Oanfcreee door wee open to the Maelim Leegne for abieol 
earrender**. eeid 3fr. U, A. Jinnah^ Preetdeot of the Alt*lodie Maelim Leegae. in 
• eleiement from Bombey on the leth Anfoet ie4i. 

Mr. Jinaeh edded : '*lt bee been ai*ct«s ?ery clear onee more end It hee been 
ndmitted by Pendit Nehra in hie reoent Preee Oonferetioe that the Congreee hee not 
eooepfcod the long-term pUn of Mey 16 end there ie oo doubt tbet they rejeoted the 
•hort-tarm duel propoeel of the Oebinet Delegetion end the Viceroy dated Jane 16 
wherenpon thet pert of the echeme we* «erepi>ed by the Viceroy. 

**lo hie Preee Oonference Pendit Nehru edmitted thet there wee no differenoe 
between the decieiou of the Oontcreee Working Committee teken et Werdhe on 
Angnet lO end the reeolutioo of the A. I. O. C. of July 7 peeeed et Bombey retl- 

S flng the eerlier decieiou of the Working Oiimmittee et Delhi ou June 25 end 26. 

0 we metier eutide e* it wee efter the originel deoieton of the Oongreee Working 
Oommittee et Delhi. And therefore, now admittedly, the Congreee hee not eceepted 
the loag*term plen nor the ehort-term propoeetf wbereee the Muelim League did eo« 
oept both end ned diielly to withdrew their accepience et the meeting of the Conn- 
oil of the All-Indie Muelim League Council on July 29. 

**Whet rem«ine now ie the new eituetion created by the communique leaned by 
the Viceroy inritiug the Congreee to meke their propoeets for the Interim Ooreiu- 
meat. Our poeition* from the very beginning, hee. been thet the long-term settle- 
ment end the Interim Govern roent must go together end thet they eonetitute one 
whole indivieibla echeme end the one oennot be eepereted from the other end thet 
wee whet the Mieaion did according to their etetemente of Mty 16 end of June 16. 
We were not eetieded with ell the propoeele of the echeme end they were more 
egelnet the L*egtie etend then egeinet the Congree*. Nevertheieas, we eceepted 
them but the Congreee rejected them. But now. ee I have elreedy eetd, 1 doo*t 
know ee to whet ie going on between the Viceroy end Pendit JeweherUI Nehru end 
the Oongreee* lo the couree of 0U( interview on Aiigiiet 15. Pendit Nebru decli- 
ned to dUouee the long-term eettlemeiit He made it deer to me thet they were 
Invit^ by the Viceroy to meke their propoeele for the Interim Government end be 
thought thet he would like to eee me before the Oongreee eubmitted their propoeele 
to the Viceroy. 

Pandit NaHEU’e Ofpkr 

<*The propoeele which be made were tbet the OuDgreee ifould form the Cabi- 
net end they were prepared to give 5 eeat* out of 14 to the Mudim League end 
the remeining 9 would be filled by the Coiigreae nomineee. Including one MiiHlira of 
their choice ; thet thia Cabinet would be reaponaible only to the present Ocntrel 
Legialetive Aaeembly where, I mey point out, the CiHigreas he* got et leeet 3 votes 
ea egeiiiat one of the Mnnlim League ; end further thet the Viceroy would be the 
oonstitutioiiel Governor-Geiierei end mu*t not exerciae hie veto, nor ahould eny 
other external euiliority interfere with this Cabinet. It wea no that he wa4 for- 
ming the Executive Council of the Governor-General under the framework of the 
present conaiituti m but the Government eo formed would be e Trovielonel Natlouel 
Government'. This wee the plea be diacloaed to me end it wee obvioua tbet I 
could not poieibly ecoept euch e propoeel becauae after that there would remain 
nothing to talk about the Muelim demand end our goal of Pakistau. 

* From whet be has announced in hie Frees Coufereiioe* 1 gather that hie poe- 
tlon is more or leaa the seme. In hie Press Conference, which wee very long 
drewn» he has said many things. But I do not propose to controvert ell the details 
and shall deel only with the mein points. 

**He is reported to hive said that elmoet ell others were willing to oo-operete 
with the Congress except the Muslim Leegue, Who ere the others Y The Sikhs have 
changed lour timee already end the fifth time it may be our good luck and they may 
become our friendi. Even their last deottion, as Master Tara Singh explained, was 
not unanimoue and ha, the leader of the Akeli Party, wee himself opposed to it, but 
It was a oomoromiee for the particular purpose of wracking the Group 'B* with the 
help of the Oongreee which the letter has promised. Tne Scheduled Castes, who* 1 
am aorry to say. have been let down by the Viceroy, ere opposed to the Congress 
•nd the Christian orgenisetioo ie oertalulw hot with the Congress ngr ere the Anglo* 
Indians or the Persia. It wee only the Oeets Hindu Fascist Congress end their 
lew individual henehmen of other oommanittee who went to be iustelied in power 
and authority of the Government >f India lo dosiiaete and rale over the Mussel- 
mane end other minority oommunltiee of Indie with the aid of British bayooehL 
When he wee asked if the Maelim League resorted to direct action when power 
Ie handed over to the Oougcees what 'would be the attitude of the Oon* 
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am^ PMidit Nabra itpllcd nakiog ii altar tbat tbcj woold mail iba Madiai 
Laagwa or» if Iba^ fail* tba CtoTCfomant woald go do«s. Wbaa ba aaja Ibol Ibi 
Laagoa will ba eroabtd if wa raaort to dirtti action, ha lalka with aoiifidtaQ% iov 
IM laliai opoo Iba abaittr and aapport of the baton of Field Marahal Ward. 

**lt cannot ba aaid with an; qualma of conaeicoee that the minority baa plaaaA 
a veto on tba adyaiioa of tba maiority oommunity. For «a bad aootpiaa tba aoaal* 
darad final propoaala of tba Miaaion and the Viceroy both with regara to loog«tann 
and tba Intarlm GoTariimant--althougb they were not quite aatiafaetory to ua--aad 
it ia tba Ooograaa that baa ra)fctad tbam both by tbair veto and iuCrauatgaut atiitudOi 
Now tba qoaatton ia wbaibar tbia majority ia going to ba invutlad in power on ill 
own tarma, by tba Briiicb Ooearomaiit to ruia tba Bluaaalmana and tba minoritkn 
with tba hdp of Brittab blood and traaanra f it ia iitcoitceivable that Mr. Attlaa, tba 
Prime MiDiatcr, could bate cear meant tbia— the forcing of any aucb arraugamant 
npoo tba Mnaiima and olbara which mu*t and would raault in onpraocdeolad 
and moat daugcrona and diaaatroot conaequaucea. 

**lii bia Praaa Conference, Pandit Nebru baa not failed to glra bit ofl-repaatad 
tbraat ceen while ha ia aaeking our *co-operaiii>n*. Ha aaya, *1bey (Oongreaa) mtial 
do tbair otmoat not only to keep tba Congreaa organiaation going but mi*at atrang* 
than it, widen it and make it more diaeiplined and ready lor aciioii when action 
might ba neoeaaary. They would hare to conaider bow tba organlaation ahoold 
adapt itaelf to iba changing eircumatanoea ao that it might not coma in conflict and 
that at tba aama time rauin ita rarolutionary ouitOiik.'* 

CoHariTOSHT AaegtiuLY 

^Ha baa again repeated that they were going to the Oonatitoent Aaaambly to 
achiere their objeettre and that it was only a aiap in that diraetioii and if aiiytning 
came in their way they will abandon it. lie conaidrra that Uie awlft limb of tba 
Oongreaa ahould not be aharkted to the halt aad the lame, by which latter axpraaaloo, 
1 praanma ba meant tba Mualtm League. Why then dora the aaift limb want to 
make altianca with tba British Imiiertalism and drtirnd ufion llritiab Imyonata f 
la it to enable tbam to cruab the Mulim League ! Why cannot they aland on tbtir 
own ? 

* Haring laid down the policy of bia future Qorarnment of India aa rtgardi 
Iba Muslim l^eaguai Paudit Nebru indulges lurlber iu declaratlona of bia ^ioy 
and formulate# prinoiplaa aa to how they will proceed with regard to the Indian 
Btatea and how ibey will ba treated and tba pi»licy of bia Gorariimanl of India with 
regard to other countries and tba general inlaruatiotial and foreign ralatloiia witboul 
any raference to tba Muslim league. 

*Tbis ia tba tenor, ions and tamper of the pronouncement of Pandit Jawnbarinl 
diaplayed in the course of hit Prate Conference, iinmadiatcly after bia intarriaw with 
me whan ba came to seek my co-operation. Ha saya our uik did not bring tba 
Oongreaa nod tba Muslim League any nearer one another. How can It** f 

Nehru Anawera Jiunah’a Chargea 

Pandit Jawabarlal Nehru, Oongreaa President, denies In a Press atatamant leaned from 
New Delhi on tba 21at. Augnal 194a that ba dai;lined to discus# tba long-term aatUa* 
maoi with Mr. M. A. Jinnab during bis recant maaiiug with tba League Praaidaot 
Pandit Nebru adda: **i aaid nothing about crusbing the Mualim Lxiagaa or any one 
else. Our policy baa not bean and will not ba to threaten or cruab nor one but 
rather to win him osar if wa can,’* The fullowing ia tba text of the Ooograaa 
Praaldant'a autament: 

**lo the couna of a aUtamant to the Presa, Mr. Jinnab baa referred to my 
Intarriaw with him and to my sttbsequeot Frees Conferanea in Bombay. I am 
filaetnnt to enter into any oontroecray and I would not bare aaid anything fnrtbar 
on this subjaet. But aoma miaappiebanston has arisen becauaa of certain remarka 
made by Mr. Jinnab end 1 feel that 1 abould aay sometbtog to clear it. Mr. Jioonb 
la perfectly aoittlad to drew bia infarmees from what 1 may bare said tbongb I 
think aoma of bia lofaranoaa are not justified, it la poasibla alao that eubacqncnl 
racoUcction of n long talk may not ba atrktly aerurate even sa to facta. Iba Con* 
graaa poaition baa been fully ciarifiad in the Woiking Comroiitea'a recant raaolntai 
nod 1 ennnot add to it or rary it in any way. Tiie brief eorraspoodaaea tbel Mr. 
Jiaoeb niid I fambengad with each other in Bombay aoon after the Working Com* 
mittaa raaolution ia am tbara axplainiog both our respective poaittona. 1 would 
noggosi 10 any one iotaraatad to lafac to Iba lengoaga of tban docoamta foe atttd^ 
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•*Mr. JioBih Myt Ihit I dMlIntd to dlaeuM with him ths l<mg4§m ttHlmMit 
m§ ftotamtat hM rarprlied me end I emi oaly my ihet Mr. Jinneh'e memory ie el 
fittit. I eoeld not end woeld eel deelioe lo dieeoM eaythiiig with him. Ae e 
metier of feet I remember to he^e dleeeeeed the lone-term eettlemeet end the Oone- 
tltnent AeMmbly with him dorieg oar telk. Thie ioefilebly fdlowed with mfeieaee 
to the Workiee Committee reeolntloe. 

**Ae for the Interim Qovernment being leeponelble to the Oentrel LiglelellYe 
iJecMbly» I eUted tbet in effeet it eould not go egelnet the wiehee of that Aeeembly. 
1 WM Mked e qneetion In the Preee Conference ebont clerlfieation. I replied the! I 
eould not tmeglne that eneh a contlngenoy eould ariee beeanee the Government weald 
have to fanoiion In harmony with the Central AeMmbly. 

Mid nothing about the l^nelim Lmgoe or any one elM. Our policy hae not 
heee and will not be to thrMten or erneh any one but rather to win him over If we 
ean. I wm aeked what would happen if there wm direct action agalnat the Govern- 
ment. 1 replied that wherever there la euoh direct action there ean be only two 
lesultn# either the eueoeae or partial eucceea of that action which mMna the Govern- 
ment being ewept away or coming to terme with it. or the direct action falla. 

*'Hr; Jinnah refere to the um of Britleh bayonete. May I repeat again what we 
have Mid frequently that we want the Britleh armed forcM to be remov^ from India 
M aoon aa pouible. The aooner they go the happier we ahall be becauM we do not 
wiih to think in terma of bayoneta and certainly not in terme of Britiah bayoneta, 
1 am anre that when Britiah armed might la removed from India, It will be maier 
for all of ua to face the rMlitiea in India and arrive at mutually advantageoua 
agreementa. Whatever conflict or diacord there might unfortnnately be to-day. 
It la certain that It will end aome time or other and all the Indian people pull 
together to our deettned goal of a free» Independent and proeperone India.’* 

Anmouiiceinent of Interim Gowernment Peraonnel 

The following communique waa ieiued from New Delhi on the 24th Auguat 
1946*.— 

Hia Maieaty the King haa accepted the reaignation of tbe preaent membera of the 
Governor-Generai’a Executive Oouncil. Hia Maieaty baa been pleaaed to appoint the 
following 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Bardar Vallabhbbai Patel 
Dr. Rajendra Praaad 
Mr. Am! All 
Mr. 0. Rajagopalaehari 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Boae 
Dr. John Matthai 
Bardar Baldev Singh 
Sir Sbafaat Ahmed Khan 
Mr. Jagllvan Ram 
Syed All Zahir 
Mr. Cover]! Hormna)! Bhaba 

Two more Mualtm membera will be wppointed later. 

The Interim Government will take office on September 2. 

Viceroy's Broadcast on the New GoYemment 

'T ahall implement fully Hia Majeaty*a Government’a policy of giving thd new 
Government the maximum freedom in tbe day-to-day adminiatration of the country.” 
aaid the Viceroy, Lard IVavell, broadMating from Delhi Station of tbe All-India 
Radio on Urn 24th inguat 194e. Uia Excdleney made it dMr that the offer made 
to the Mttalim League waa atill open. The Viceroy Mid : 

You will have beard the announcement of the namea of the members of ths 
sew Interim Government which will come into office very ahortly. Yon will* I am 
enre, all rmllM that a very momentoua step forward hM been taken on India’s road 
to freedom. Some of yon who liaten to me# may feel, however, that the step ehosld 
not have been taken In this way or at thie time. It la to theM that I want prinel- 
pally to addrcM myMif to-night. 

You who are oppoeed to the formation of tbe new Government, are noA 
I aaanme, opposed to tbe main poHey of Hia Maieaty’a Government, namely* to 
fulfil their pledgee by making India free lo follow her deatiny. You will alto* I 
think, all agiM that we need at once a Geverament of Indiana, aa reprcacntalive 
sa poealble, ol political opinion in the couniiy. Thia la what 1 Mi out to mwm 
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tat thsogh in rat at 14 ««• otawl to (ha Modiai LiraMt 
Ih^ OMotaiiM wm gitM that tra tchtm ol araatitutkwBakUig wo57 bo 
rnonm to aoeonUsoe with tht procedure Uid down uid Uiou&h Ihe o^w Iwltritt 
Ootwraaitiii i» to operate under the exieiine Ooneiiiutiou» U net not been irotiiMf 
•t promt to iccore e ooeUtioo* Mo one eould be eorrier ebout the fellure then I 
en. Mo one oonld be non euie that it ie e Coeliiion QoYcrament in whieh 
both the mein pertlee ere repreeented Ihet ie needed et thin moment In the inteieel 
Of nil pertiee end oommunitiee in Indie, llile ie the riew, which i know the 
Preeident of the Congreeeg Pendit Jeweherlel Mehru« end hie colieegoee hold ee 
etconglp ee 1 do. Hie efforta* like mine, wUi etili be directed toweide pereiiedieg 
the lieegne to Join the Go?eroment« 

OrriE Still Ormi to Luoun 

Let me etele cketly that the offer which hee been mede ie atill open to the 
Mueltm Leegoe. Ihej can propoee to me live namee for pieoea in the Governmenl 
ol 14, of which ail will be repremtetivee of the aiinoritice. Provided theee nemea 
ere acceptable to me and approved by Hi* Haicety. they will be leeluded in the 
Qoverument, which will at once be re-formed. Ine Mualim League need have no 
fear of being out-voted on any eeacoiial latue. A Coaliiioo Uovetameat can oulv 
eziet and i unction on the eoudiuou thet both main partiea to it are aaiiihid. 1 
will tee that the moat important portfotioe are equitably chared, i einoerely trnei 
that the League will re-conetder their pulley and deeldt to participate io the 
Qoverument. 

Meanwhile, bowevefi the edmlnietraiion of India haa to goon, aad theve eie 
large ieeuee which muct be deciaed. 1 am glad that the reprenentativee of n 
very large body of pulitioal opinion in the conn tty will be my colicnguce in carrying 
on the lioverumcnt* 1 welcome them to my Council. A am alto glad that the 
Hikha have now decided to participate io the Conctituent Aeaembly and In the 
interim Qoverumeut. 1 have no doubt that their dcoiaioo U a wiee one. 

Aa 1 have already made clear. I eball implement lully Hie Maieaty'e Govern* 
ment'i policy ol giving the nen Covcrumeac the maximum freedom In the da9<-lo- 
day adminiatration ol the country, in the field ol Provincial Autonomy, ol coum. 
my new Government will not have any power or. indeed, any daeire to inlarvwM. 

Calcctta Hiora OxpLOkgD 

The recent terrible occurrenoee in Gelonttn have been a eoberlog reminder that 
n much greater measure ol toleration ie ceeeutial If India Ie to aurvive the transition 
to freedom. 1 appeal not only to the sober citiwue. but aleo to the young and 
dIacoDiended to recogniae that no conceivable good either to themcelvee or their 
community or to India can coma Horn violent words or from violent deeds. It hi 
eseenttal mat in all Proviucea. law and order Is mslotaiucd. and tha protection of 
the ordinary pcaccabia citiien Is aMUicd with a firm but impartial band and that no 
community it opnreaaed. Ibc Army had to be called in at Calcutta to realoni order 
and rightly so. But 1 muci remind you that to euppreca civil disiurbancea la not 
the normal duty ol tha Army, but that of the Provincial UovcrnmeuU The uec of 
the Army ie the last recouiee only. A general recognition ol thie basic principle It 
Diial both from the point of view ot the civil population and of the Army itedf. 

i have heatn much praise ol the diccipllne and eflicicucy ot the troops smpioy-£ 
id in Calcutta, and 1 will here add my own tribute ot edmiiation to my own service| 
for their behaviour in a duty which is the most ezsoting and nnpleasaot on which 
troops can be employed. 

ihe War Member in the Indian Government will be an Indian, and thie Ie nj 
change which both the Commander-In -Chief and I warmly welcome. But the 
conetitniional position of the armtd forces is in no way changed. Ihsv still owe 
allegiance in accordnnee with their oath to the King-Emperor, to whom and Parliament 
i am etili reeponelblca 

in spile ot all immediate appearances, 1 bclkve there is yet a chance of agreo* 
meni between the two principal partiea. 1 am quite sure that there is a very largo 
body ol opinion in bom psrtiee end ot non-party men who would welcome eneb aa 
agruraoni. Anci I hope ibey will all work for it. 

i would appeal also to tbe Preae to use its very great ioflucuce on the oido of 
moderation and compiomlae. Kemember that tbe Inurlm Government can be n* 
formed lo-motrow It the League decidea to c&me m. Meanwhile, It will adminlalif 
in the Inicreat of the countiy as a whoia and not of any one party or creed. 

OOWfiTlTUmiT AiiSIIBLY 

il io aliO ooranHol oloo ihot Hm wotk ol lio OonoUt n ont iotomb^i ihorid 
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biglii M Mrty M jpoMlbl«. Hm tgtia Iti »• remiiid you thst Mranmeat hftvt bm 
0wm to the Maolim Le^oe thot the prooeduio laid down in tbo iUteinait of Mny 
Id regntdliig tho framtog of rrovineuil and Group eonttituiiODa will ba faithfully 
adharod to; that than can ba no quaaiion of any change in the fundamental prinei* 
plea propoaad for the Conatltuant Aanmbiy in Paragraph 15 of the Cabinet Miaaion'a 
Btatameat of May 16, or of a daciaion on a main communal iaaua without a majority 
of both the major commuoitiaa. and that Oongreaa an ready to agree that any 
dieputa of interpretation may be referred to the Federal Court. 1 aineenly truat 
that the Mnallm League will reoooaider their deciaion not to take part in a plan which 
proniaaa to give them ao wide a held in which to proiaet the intereau and to decide 
the future of the Mualima of India. 

We have eome to another critical and aolemn iaaue in the affaire of India. Nerer 
wen tolerance and aoberneaa in thought and in action more neceaaary. Nerar ware 
^a wild apeaking and raah deedafora few fraught with greater danger lor many* 
How ia the time for all Indiana in any authority, with any influence* to ahow by 
thair good aeoae and reatraiut that they are worthy of their country and that their 
oounlry ia worthy of the freedom it ia to receive. 

Mr. Jinnah on Viceroy's Broadeut 

Following the annonneement about the formation of the Interim Government 
and the Viceroy *a Broadoaat, Mr. M, A» Jinnah releaaed the correapondeuee that 
paaaed between him and the Viceroy between July 22 and AuguatB. In a alatement 
raleaaiog the correapondeuee on the 25th Augnat 1945* Mr. Jinnah aaid : 

it ia to be regretted that the Viceroy* in hia broadcaat last night, abould have 
made auoii a mialeadiug alatement and contrary to facta that, 'though five aeats out 
of 14 were offered to the Muaiim League, though asHurancea were given that the 
iobeme of oonatituiiou-maktng would be worked in accordance with the procedure 
laid down, though the new interim Goverument ia to operate under the exiattng 
eooatitution* it haa not been poaaible to aecure a Ooalttiou.*' The truth ia that the 
Vioeroy wrote to me on July 22, making certain propoaata which were vitally and 
auhataiitlally different from the Interim Government propoaala embodied in the 
ptatement oi June 16 and the aacurauoea given to the Muaiim League* eiicloaiog a 
copy of a aimilar letter addreaaed by him to Pandit JawabarUI Mehru. Thia waa 
on the eve of the meeting of the Council of the AIMndIa Muaiim League and the 
Viceroy knew fully well that a grave aituatiou had been created and that there were 
■erioua apprehenaioua and miagiviuga about the policy of Hia Majeaty'a Government 
and hia attitude in the matter. Nevertbeieaa. there ia not a aingle word in hia letter 
of July 22 with r^ard to our poaitioii via-a-vis the Conatituent Aaaembly io the 
light of the deciaion of the Oongreaa, the pronouncementa of the Oongreaa leaders 
and the directive given by the Assam Aaaembty to Assam's repreaeniatives on the 
Conatituent Aaaembly to have nothing to do with the **0" Group. 

1 replied to the Vioeroy on July 31 elearly stating our position with regard to 
hia new move* which waa obvioualy intended to meet the Congreaa wiahea* for else 
what Juatifioation was there for him to depart even from the final proposals embodied 
in the statement of June 16 7 Will the Viceroy explain why aaonld there be any 
departure from those proposals and the aaauraucea tbut were given to ua and for 
whoae advantage ia this new move being m de by him 7 

1 received a reply from him dated August 8* acknowledging my letter of July 
61 : it ia amaxing that he should have stated thereiu that hia auggeation in hia letter 
of July 22 waa the **aame as Uie oue the Muslim League Working Committee accept- 
ed at the end of June, namely 6:5;3. This ia entirely incorrect, as haa been already 
pointed out by me in my letter of July 31. He further says : 

"In view of the League resolution oi July 29, I have now decided io invite the 
Oongreea to make propoaala for an interim Government, sod I am sure that if they 
man a reaaonable offer to you of a coalition I can rely ou you for a ready 
response* 

I had* and hsTS no knowledge or information at to what actually tranapired 
between the Oongreaa and the Vioeroy but, Pandit Jawabarlal Hehtu, 1 suppose* at 
arranged* came to see me on August la It was merely a formality -and he made hia 
offer : that the Oongreaa were willing to give out oi 14, 5 teats to the Muslim 
League aud the rematniiig 9 were to he nominated by them, including one Muaiim 
of their ohoioe ; that he was not forming the Executive Gouiieii under the precent 
eonatituilon* but, a 'Proviaiouai JNatiooal Government* reaponeible to the preaent 
Initiative Aacembly ; and he made it clear in hia letter of Auguct i5, in rn^y to 
mina of the aama date ttmt while 1 m wee willing to dteeuae the larger queetion with 
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mti NM oo oew •iigMtioii to rnnke. and addad, Tarhara, ytm may ba abla lo Malta 
, a naar approaeb* and wnao I did mab# a •otf^aatioot ha luriM it down aafinf Ibal 
Urn Oofii^caaa alaad waa tha aama aa Utd doirn In thetr r««nlutinn of Oalhi fiaaaad m 
Joaa 2S and that Uia Wardba Ha«otiiiion of dnauat lO bad onlf re*afHrmad tbal 
ataa(L and tbia waa rapaaled b| hiin at tha Praaa Confaranot on Anguat l6 bafota 
hia dapartnra for Dalhi to meet tha Vtearo; I inf or mad Pandit Nahra that la 
tbraa eircnwatannaa them waa no obanna of my WorhinK OommUtaa or tha Oonnoil 
of tba Ail^India lia«Uai Laaeue aooatitinff hia propnada. 

Tberaaftar tha Viearoy. Paadlt Nahra and tha Conicraaa laadara hava now for 
aaarly a waak carried on their diacnaaiotia and neaotiationa bahlnd my back and 
wtthoQt any knowladj^a or in formal ion bainfc furuiabed to ma» exoept tha commnnk|na 
that waa iaaued laat uteht amiotinnnflc tha formation of tba [nterim Gofcrnmant and 
tba Vi<wroy*a broadcaat. Aa the Vicarov baa alrtady diaeloaad tba allagad offer 
without aiattnit what reply ha had reoaifad from ma. I am harawith reiaaalng tha 
oorraapon dance : 

Vlaaroy'a Latter to Mr. Jlnaah 

hett/tr from Lord Wav^ll dotird Jut^ t.\ J94(i to Mr./int$ah (Pfrwottai oud Com* 
fdontial ) : 

I denlarad my intention of raplaping the preeant Care-takar Ooramtiiant of 
ofRciala by an lnt4»rira Goalition Oorernmant aa aoon aa poaaible : and am now put* 
ting to you aa Prcaiden^ of tha Muatiro Ixsagua and to the Praaldaot of tha Con** 
grata tha propoeaU a«t out below. 

2. 1 think you will prohehly agree with me that oitr nrgotiationa both thla 
aummer and laat year were hatn|>*red by the attendant publicity. I am, lharafora, 
•aeking your co-operation in cnultiettugt at any raict the preliminary ataga of tha 
negotiationa on a atri'?tly |>craonai and aerm: baaia between myarif and tba two Pm* 
aidenta. I very much bot>e that ynu will prevent thia correapondenre being known 
to or dtacutaed in the Treia until wa have a^-en wbaihrr we can find tome ba«ie of 
agreement. 1 mali«e, of courac. that you will bare, at aome aiagCi to aecura the 
approval of your Working (Tonomittee ; but 1 believe it will ba beat to try and reach 
aome baaia of agreemrynt between ouraelvae. Aa a Aral atap, 1 propoaa tba follow* 
iog for your conaidcratinn : 

(ai The Interim Government will conalat of 14 roembara. 

(b) 8ig metnbrra (to inctud^i one achcdolod Caata repraaaniativa) will ba ooml* 
natad by tha CongreM : 

Five membera will be nurointted by the Mualim I«eague. 

three repreeentutivea of miniriiiea will ba nominated by tha Viceroy. One of 
tbaae place# will be kept for a .Sikh. 

It will not he Often to either the C mgrcaa or the Miielim I^eagtie lo ohleot to 
the narnea aohmitted hy the o her party, provided they ar«^ arcaptad by tha Vioaroy, 

(c) IHatrihulion uf PortfoliO'i will he decided after the partiea hava agracd to 
aoiar the Government and have •* ibmithMi their namea. Tba Congraaa and tha Mua* 
Urn League will each have an eq liuble abate of the moat important PorlfoHoa. 

(d) Tba aaaiiraiicea about the atatue of tha Interim Governinent which i go?a 
in my latter dated May III) to Ma ilana Aaad will atand. 

3. I would welcome a convt ntion, if freely offered by tha OongrcM, that ma|or 
communal iaaiiea can only he decided by tba aaaant of tioih tha maior parilaa, but 
I hava never though that it waa eaaential to make tbia a formal oondiilon alnea, 
lo fact, a Coalition fiovernmeot could work on no other bocia. 

4. I aincarely truat that your party will agree to co-operata In tha adminlatra* 
tioo of India on the above haaia. while the work of conaUtuiioo*makiog proeeada. I 
am eonfidant that tbia will be of the greatest poteible benefit lo India. I aitggaat 
that wa ihould not apand further time tti negotUUon ; but ahoutd try out at 
oaac a Ooraromant on tha baaia propoeed above. If it doea not work and you find 
tha aoodttiooa unnatiafactory, it will be open to you to withdraw, but I am oonfi* 
dtai that you will not. 

0. would you ba good enough to lei me know vary toon wbatber the Mualim 
league will enter tha Interim Government on tbie haele ? I hava written In eimllaf 
t lerme to Pandit Mabro and aneloea a copy of my latter to him. 

P* B, I am eoeing Pandit 5ahro tbIe afternoon on other nattara and wilt 
hand him hit lattnr than. 

^ Mr. ilnnah’a Reply v 

Jfr. Jitmah » topltf to fka aboto doUd July Six 

Dear Lord Wavall— 1 am lo raadpt of your latter of July 22 nod I ooMnn Ihm 
thii la dm fourth baaia thm you nm nuggnanog for thn formathm of yom Inlaaim • 
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‘ GfvtniMiii From 6-5*2. yon onnii to 6-6-3 nad then to 6-5*4 m ombodM in tko 
•tolomont of tbo Cibinot DAmtion and yonmolf dated Jane 16. 1246^ whieb vaa 
* anaonneed by yon aa deal. Now yon are makina tbia fonrUi propoaal, L a. 6*6*3« 
Xtery tine tbe Ck»aareea turned down tbe prerione three propoeale, aa yon 
*woiO unable to appeaee then or propitiate then, erery time the departnre waa pre- 
Indielal to the Lmiaiie and in farirar of tbe Oongresa. And now yon bare pot yonr 
foorth propoaat for my eoneideratioa. It giree a go by to all tbe importaat terma 
wbleb were in faroor of the Mnatim Leagoe; the Oongreaa will bare eix membeie 
ont of 14 aa agaiaat 5 membera of tbe linilim Leagoe. whieb breake etraigbUaway 
ttia prinolple of parity ; and yoo are letting down tbe Behedoled Oaetee, aa one of 
them fa propoaed to be nominated by the Oongreaa and not by the real epokeemea 
of the Senednled Oaetee. I note that yoo eay that 6re membere will be nominated 
by the Moelim League. Next, three membere of tbe minoritiee will be nominated 
by tbe Vleeroy without relerenoe to or eonaoltation with the Moelim League. Tbe 
onir iiidioation that yoo hare giren la that one of theae placee wi<l be kept lor a 


Then you proeeed on to eay that will not be open either to the Gongreee. 
or tbe Moelim League to obi«H!t to namee aubmitted by the other party, prorided 
they are aeoepted by tbe Viceroy** and from thie I gather that it will be open to 
the Oongreaa to nominate a Quieling Muelim. 

Aa to the dietribution of Portfolioe. I note you eay that ‘'the Oongreee and the 
Moelim League will hare an rqiii table ehare of the moat important Portfolioe.** and 
not equal at It wan originally proponed. 

Aa to the aaenranoe about nafegnarde i. e. that a major eommnnal imue conid 
only be decided by the coneent of both the mtjor partiee, you eay that *1t will be 
only eoneidered if freely oiTered br the Congrene.** but you do not attach much im- 
tance to it, and you ooncliide by eaying that if the Interim Gorernmnnt doee not 
work when form^ on tbie baeia and if we 6nd oonditiona unaatinfactory, it will 
be onen to oa to withdraw. I beliere on the principle, *'Prerention ia better than 


enrt.' 


Thia la a rery clear and aubatantial departure, moat detrimental to the Mna- 
lim League, and ia obrioualy intended to appeaae the Oongreaa and deriaed primar- 
ily to meet their winhen. 

Taking the final propoaal of June 16, l946. in your letter dated the June SO 
jou informs me that 14 membera were invited by you on the baaia of parity 
between Hindua and Mualima and community-wise and that it will not be cnang- 
ed without the agreeroeot of the two major partiee. Apart from the secret talks 
you had with the Congrea*, you dearly oonrered to us that the invitees were asked 
to Join specifically on the basis of 5 Hindus. 5 Muslims, one Sikh one Hcheduled 
Oaate, one Christian and one Farsi. Your preseut proposal clearly destroys the 
principle of parity as well as representation according to communities and gives a 
clear majority to the Congress as against the Muslim League to start with. Fur- 
ther the Scheduled Caste will be nominated by the Gongresa, which in my opinion 
is moat unjust to a community of 60 million people, who are groaoing under the 
social and economic tyranny of the high caste Hindus, whom alone toe Congress 
really represents. 


As regards the representatives of other minorities, they will be nominated by 
you without reference to or any consultation with the Muslim League. This again 
M a departure from what you started in your letter of June 20 that **if any 
noanoy occurs among the seats at present allotted to the representatirea of the 
minorities, I shall naturally consult both the major parties before filling it** I think 
yon will appreciate that when you start with six Congress and fire Muslim League 
with a Congress majority, the minorl^ representatives will hold a rery strong 
poaitidn as a balancing elemeut, who would be nominated by yon without even 
oonsttltation with the Muslim League, and this is a seriuus departure from what 
we are assured of in your letter of June 20. 

You categorically atate in your letter of June 20 paragnph 6 that *^no 
decision on a major communal isane would be taken by the Interim Government 
if a majority of the lepreaentatires of either of the two major partlea were 
opposed to it,'* whereas now in the present proposalB you inform me that yon will 
welcome convention if freely offered oy the Congress. 

As you have written dxis letter to me and is strictly^personal and aeoxel I can 
only aay that, in my opinion, there la no chance of my Working Committee accept- 
ing this proposal. 
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Viemy*s Ptaal Lattwr 

Xaffar /rom th 0 Viceroy dated Auyuet S. 194^ (pfraonai ond Mcret) 

I hAve reeeived your letter of July 3l about roy propoeal lor an Inlailm 
Qomameat. 

& I am sorry that thm};;s have the way they have, but I do not think It 
would be pro6 table now to enter into a detailed discuanofi of the points you raits 
In your letter. I will only remind you that the basts of repreaen tattoo wbkh 1 
suagestcd in >h4 letter %o whi *h you now reply is the same as thi« one the Muslim 
liOague Workiiitt t>im mitten accepted at the enti of June, namely 6:V3, 

3. In view of tiip Lpa^ue rc^solutions of July 03 1 have now decided to invito 
the Conttress to make pronoaats for an Interim ifovcrumeut. and 1 am sure that If 
they make a reasonable offer to you of a caaJitiou. I can rely on you for a ready 
response. I have udd the Pn^ioent of the tX>iigress that any lutertin lk»verumsnt 
would be on the basis of the assuranci^ In my letter of May 30 to 

Maulatia Arad. 

1 hope we may have an opportunity of ni«*etiii|i: toon. 

Jinnah'a Reaction to Waveira Speech 

**The Viceroy s broatb-ast has struck a si^vere blow to Muslim Lcainie 
and Muslim India, hut 1 am sure that .Musalmaiis of India will boar this up with 
fortitude and courage ami tesrn lessons from our failuit* to secure our Just and 
honourable position in the Hovfrnraoiit and the Oonstititent Assembly**, 

said .Mr. .ff. A Jmnnh on tii'* 20th Anga^t i04S at Ibimbay commentinK on the 
Viceroy's broadcast on tiie formation uf the Interim flovernmetii. The following in 
the U*xt dr. Jiiuiah's stat*oiient : 

**.\fv rt*action to the Viceroy's broadcast is that he haa struck a severe blow 
to the .vluslim la*ague and Mudini liuiin. but 1 am sure that Mitsalmans of India 
will bear this up miiIi fortitude and euiirage and learn bwsons from our failure to 
stHTiire our just and homiurable position iti the interim ifavernraent and tha 
Constituent Assembly. 1 once more re|H*at iny questi >u. Why has the Vioeroy 
gone back on what was annoitiicHi in ili«t Statement id Uie Cabinet IJelcgatiOU 
and the Vieeroy on June 1(3 as iiital, and the aasnranees given to the Muslim 
league in his fetter dated June J01 What had hapmuiiHl leaweeti June 16 and 
July Jl? that he wus pleased to •diangc the form da Vitaliy and substantial ly, and 
what has happened between July *i‘i and August 'M (hat he has gone aheim and 
Jammed in a oiic^tiartv < rovernnient * 

’^ile says in his broadcast that he was addressing those who advised him tbnl 
this s ep shouhl not have be»'ti taken in this wsy or at Uiih iiroc, 1 was one of 
tho*e unfortunate tN^rsoiis, and 1 siitl maintain that idc sUq> that he has laken 
is most unwise and uiiHtataP^sinaiihke and is fraught witn dangerous and seriotU 
eonsequenofw and that hr has only added insult to injury by nominating three 
Muslims, who, he knows, do not command nilier th : resfx et or coufldmiee of 
Muslim ludia and two more Muslim iiatinm still r«matn u> be' aiinouneed. 

**He is still harping Uiat we are not opjiosed the main policy of bia 
Majesty's (fOverniinMit to fulfil their pledg s by tusking India free to follow her 
destiny. Of course, we are not oi>|K>sed tu the freedom of the peoples of India# 
and we have made it ebar that tiie only aotution of Iixlia's problem is a division 
of India into PakisUM and Hindusthan, which would mean real freedom for Uie 
two major nations and every possible saf<*gnsrd for the minorities in the reapeotlTe 
States. 

‘ I am sorrier than the Viceroy is about his failure to secure s Coalition 
Government but my sorrow springs from a different fountain and for different 
reasons from those of his. I am clad that the Viceroy realises that what is needed 
is a Coalition Government in which both the main parties are represen tod, and I am 
l^d that he is speaking on behalf of bandit Jawaharlal Nehru and the Congress 
that they hold this view as strongly as he does and that their efforts will sttil be 
directed to persuade the League to join the Government. 1 don't know what the 
Vioeroy means when he says, in his Imadcast, of his offer that has been made and 
sod wn^ch is still open. It is so vague except that the Muslim League will have 
five aesto. Nothing else is clesrlv suted. 

has referred to many other things into which I need not go at present. As 
regards the Constituent Assembly, 1 do not know what he means when he asyt 
that. *Here again let me remind you that assurances bavr btten given to the Leagoa 
that the prOMure laid down in the statement of May 16 regarding the framag 
of Froviiieial and Group tonaUiutiona will be faithiuily adhc|«d to/ )t is pol p 
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inrooediire» it ii faad«mental and baaie. The qnestioo !• whether it can be changed 
in any way whatcoerer. Then he proceeds to say that there can be no qaestion of 
any chanKe in the fandamental principles proposed lor the Constituent Assembly in 
* Faragrapn i5 of the Btatement of May 16 ana boech *cs that ttie (/ongress is ready 
to agree that any dispnte or interpretation may be referred to the Federal Court. 
Rut how can he expect an agreement on the terms and fundmentals of the state* 
ment of May 16 which one party puts one interpretation contrary to the authora- 
HfC statement of the Mission, dated May and the other party puts a different 
interpretation^ which is more in accord witn the statement May S5 ? But he 
oomptac*‘ntly goes on to say that any dispute or interpreution may be referred 
to the Federal Court, ro begin with* there is no provision for such a dispute being 
tcferreci to the Federal Court, and secondly, on the very threshold, the parties funda- 
mentally differ ill higher interpretations regarding the basic terms. Are we going 
to commence the proceedings of the Constituent Assembly with litigation and 
law suits in the Federal Court ? Is this the spirit in which the future Coustitu- 
tioo can be framed affecting the 490 million people of the sab-continent ? 

**lf the Viceroy's appeal is really sincere and if he is in earnest, he should 
translate it into concrete proposals and by this deeds and actions." 

Eatablishmenl of Interim Gowernment 

The new Interim Government assumed office at New Delhi at 11 a m. on the 

2ad September 1946. 

B^en out of the twelve members took the oath at Viceroy's House. They 
were Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Hardar Vallabhbhai Pat^l. Dr. Hs]('nd>a Prasad, 
Mr. Asaf Ali, Mr. All Zaheer, Mr, Jagjivaii lism and Mr. Sarat Chandra B:>ac. The 
ceremony lasted about lo minutes. 

Hardar Batdev Singh. Sir Shafaat Ahmed Khan, Mr. 0. Kajagopalnchari, 
Dr. .Tohn Matthai and Mr. 0. Bhabha, were not pres Mil to take charge of their 
dapartmen's. Pandit Nehru took charge of their portfolios and held them 
until their arrival in Delhi to tnke charge. 

The portfolios of the new littertm Government were distributed by H, K. the 
Governor-General as follows 

External Affairs and Commonwealth Relations: Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Dofenco : Saniar Baldev Singh, 

Homo including Information and Broadcasting : Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 

Finance : Dr. John Matthai. 

Communications (War i'ransport and Railways) : Mr. Asaj Ali. 

Agriculture and Ftxid : Dr. Hajendra Prasad. 

Labour : Mr. Jagjivan Ram, 

Health, Education and Arts: Sir Shafaat Ahmad Khan, 

Legislative, Posts and Air I’-^Syed Ali Zaheer. 

Industries and Supplies : Mr. C, RajagopalachaH, 

Works, Mines and Power : Mr. Sarnt Chandra Boar, 

Commerce : Mr. C. H. Bhahha. 

Pandit Nehru*6 appeal for Co-operation 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, leader of the new Interim Government, in an infor- 
mal chat with Press correspondents at Delhi on the .ind September evening said : 

'*We propose to function as a corporate whole, as a cabinet discussing not 
only our own individual departmental affairs but discussing all important matters 
together and coming to ]oint decisions with joint nrspoiisibility." 

Pandit Nehru added, *‘We enter on this enterprise in order to achieve our 
ob}ective, that is, the complete and full Independence of India." 

**If" he went on, **wo are co-operating with those whom we hav * opposed all 
along in Government, much more so inevitably do we seek the co-operation of 
every Indian in this country beoause, after ali, the foreign elements in this country 
are temporarily residents hero or temporarily in ottice. inevitably they have 
to go, not physically — they are welcome to stay on in India— but in their official 
capacity, because obviously India is going to be run by Indians for the benefit 
of Indians, not to the injury of others, 1 hope, anywhere, but certainly for the 
benefit primarily of the people who live in this country, to whatever religion or 
creed they might belong, in whatever province or part of India they may live." 

Ft N^ru hoped in passing that the practice of giving titles in India would 
cease. <*It has always seemed to me rather degrading that one should have titles 
oUiohed to his name, unlesa, of course, they represent sonic kind of literary excell- 
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_ ^ tome proleitioaal qu«Lifioaiioii. Thai U a differcut Ihing, tmt oiharwiaa 

this biuiineM of ItUet is a relic of an aee, which 1 hopc« the world is rapidljr Um- 
Ting behind. 8o wheihcr you call uc Houourablee or not, the fact is that we shall 
consider ourselves the chief servanu of the Indian people, and the moment WS 
forgt*t that, we shall not be worthy of the job that has been given to us. 

PhACTIOAL OOThOOK NKBDCD 

<‘We shall keep our eyes and ears close to the soil of India to see not only 
how people living in the big houses in New Delhi feel about anything but how tho 
tUUwti Md f»ciory worker* *ec cveryUiiag.*' 

d’aodii Nehru culled (dr u pructwul outlook. *'wfaut are we aiuing at? he 
askedg **Freedom? Yes. Higher suudards? Yes. But wo are ultimately aiming at 
feeding, clothing, housing, educating and providing better saniury and health oon- 
ditions for four hundred millions. If you approach it in that way, the problem 


becomes a little more concrete, oven though it is vast. Then you can limit it. if 
you likCf to what you can do in live years* time and put detiiitte objectives. Ws 
must produce so much food, clothiug, provide so much education and housing, 
etc. — bt^causti wo cannot achieve everything simply because there is a ohangs 
in government or simply because wc desire it.** 

Pandit Nehru began by saying that many of his colle^utw had not been able 
to come to Delhi to take charge of their respective |>ortfolios **partly owing to ill- 
ness, and partly owing to othiT reasons.*’ The result had been, as far as he 
was concerned, rather odd. Normally 1 have bmui charged with the 
feixteriial Atfairs lX*parineiit and the Oommoiiwealth Relations Department— the 
two joined together. Ilut, for the luomcu*., may be for ten days or so, 1 am sup* 
posed to be in charge oi all Uie other Departments of my absent colleagues, namelyt 
the portfolios of Defence, Kinsnee—of which 1 know hardly anything at all— Com- 
merce, ilealth, Education, Industries and .Supply, A queer collection to-dayi ws 
started otT in the Finance Member's room and for the space of ten or Alteon minu- 
tes 1 discussed high finance. I went on to the Common wealth Relations Depart- 
ment, a bore we uiscussed (Ximmuiiwealth Affairs. 

*^l^at<ir ill the afternoon, 1 went to the External Atfairs Department and 
•pent Hii instructive hour there and then I Aiislly wound up with the Defence De- 
partniiMit and tried to understand the various branches of the war establishment 
111 India. .So 1 have had s varied education daughter) to*day and in the course of 
the next day or two 1 hope to tackle Health, Education, Coinnierce, Industries and 
Bupphes. Obviously this is more for my own education than for anything else.** 


eloiNT RBSHiNSHMUTY 

*Hn the msin, my job is going to be External Affairs and Commonwealth 
Affairs. As 1 was just saying in tiiudustani, we proixwe to function very much 
as a i’abiiiet responsible as a whole for everything that we do. The practice so far 
here has been for various dt^parimciils to function separaudy and reporting directly 
to the Viceroy, and Hometimes, when some conflict arose, or some matter had to be 
considered together, ih«; matter was referred to the Viceroy's Council, but normally 
they were separate iXqiartJuents.” 

**<)f course, it is an o<ld situation and it has its difficult as well as humorous 
aspects when a group of persons rcpreseiitiog a revolutionary tradition and dynamic 
organisation, representing thus far the piirmanciit Uppositioo in India which often 
took U) methods of combating the permanent Uoverumeut of India, como into close 
touch on a co-operative basis with a sutic organisation which has not been known 
in the past to move so rapidly as to make its movement very perceptible to out- 
side observers. Nevertheless, we have entered into this business with every desire 
to further it co-opcratively, in order to achieve our objective — the complete and full 
Independence of India, ft will be a vtry great achievement in itself and also in 
the manner of doing it if we can do it pe^fully and co-operatively. What wiU 
happen the future will show, but it is because we believe in it that we have 
undertaken this task and we ho|»e to proceed on those lines.'* 


Appkal FO& Co-operation 

Appealing for the co-operation of “every Indian in this country,** Pandit 
Nehru said, **We are all going to remain here and even though we may g^t brri- 
tated with each other, it is obvious we have to live together and we have to work 
together and ecKiperate together. Therefore, it tieeomes incumbent on all Of us to 
seek that wider co-operation and make every effort to achieve it, because after idl 
the problems bHore us are so vast and intricate even apart from that nute 
and dominating and primary problem of achieving Indian Indspendskiii 
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The othw problems— call them eeonomio, if you like— are allied problems, tremeDd* 
in their eigniftcaiioe, Le. how to raise the standards of four hunderd millions. 
Thermo^ it is from the point of rlew not only of the theoretical objective but the 
prMtical 01^ tire in terms of the millions of buman beings in India that we have 
to look at these problems." 

^ ^ . Bbijltiqh8 with tbk Pbbss 

**In the future we shall have to have close contact with the Press, because 
we have to live in close contact with our people. We shall go to them as we have 
gone to them in the past so much, and meet them face to face at public gatherings. 
PerhaM, some of us may not have quite so much time for that in the future. 
Neverthdess. we shall have to go to report to them because they are our masters 
and we are their servants, though you might add some appellation like ‘Honourable* 
to our names. 

“I do not know what effect a fairly lengthy residence in New Delhi 
might have upon us because it has been my experience that it has a very numbing 
effect on individuals, and results in a weakening ol their intellectual faculties and 
certainly their physical faculties. May be, we might be affected that way, but 1 
hope not. New Delhi, as it has been constituted thus far, is something entirely 
apart from India. It does not represent India, although it contains many eminent 
Indians. ‘‘Row far it is possible to change this atmosphere of New Delhi and 
bring it more into line and more into touch with the real Indian atmosphere, I 
do not know and it is up to all of us to try to do so. 

"Anyhow, whether New Delhi changes or not, we have to think in terms larger 
than New Delhi, of the towns and the factories and the market places of India. 
If we are to be a popular government, we have to carry the people with us. We 
cannot function eveu for their good without the goodwill of the people. Therefore 
it becomea essential for us to keep in touch through the Press, personally 
and otherwise. It may be that we may have recourse to broadcasting. Certainly 
wa will, but unfortunately the radio is not sufficiently developed here. There are 
relatively very few listeners and the listeners are normally newspaper readers. 
Nevertheless, we should take advantage of every avenue of approach to our 
people and aometimes, it may be, to the wider public of the world.'* 

League Attitude to Interim Government 


Mr. if« A, Jinnah, President of the All-India Muslim League, in an exclusive 
interview with Gerald J. Rock, United Press of America titaff correspondent at 
Bombay on the 3rd September stated that be could place no confidence in Con- 
grea assurancea of equal treatment for Muslims, challenged Mahatma Gandhi's 
assertion that “Oongresa could never ally with Briiaiu against the Muslima’*, and 
reiterated his oonteiition that Pakistan is the only solution to India's problem. 

The League i’reaideut also made the charge that the Viceroy, Mahatma Gandhi 
and the Congress ‘ cannot be absolved of tbeir main responsibili y in creating the 
Calcutta situation.’* 

Beferriug to the disturbances in Bombay, Mr. Jinnab stated that from "personal 
knowledge. I know that the Mussalman is insulted and taunted by Hindus who 
already consider that the Hindu Baj is established and that the Mussalmau must 
surrender and submit." 

Mr. Jiunah said that threats against his life had been made by aDonymous tele* 
iffione callers and letter writers. "However", he said, "the Muslim League never 
intended to see that its programme should be carried out in any other way than a 

K ful one. 'I'he Muslim League haa not yet uken any step actually ;o resort to 
» action. Until we determine the course of action, whatever that may be, my 
inetruotiona to the Mussalmaiie to couduct themselves in a iieacefiil manner stana, 
nod tboee are the instructions issued by every Proviuoiai Muslim League to every 
member of the League and to Mussalmaue generally." 

Mr. JInnah pointed to BuasU aa a **aerious menace if Britain pursuea tha 
preieot policy of completely elimloating the Muslims not only in India but In the 
entire Middle East" 

COMMXMT OH Nbb&D’B StATBHKHT 

In reply to a question whether the League could put oonfidenoe in Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nebru'a atatement to the Preae Uiat "India is going to be rnn by Indisns 
for the benefit of Indians whatever religion or cretd they might belong to, in what- 
ever province or part ol India they may live." Mr. Jinnah said "No. We are 
experiencing every day, in the provinoea where the Congtesa Ministriea funetlon 
under the pieeent constitution, in army department ol lilsi a situatum wherein 
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IflitttMa not only an nniaatly and unfairly tnaiad but potitinly miatnatad. 1 Mt 
daily oonplatQti from all the OonKteea reitime provincea. The obaemtione of Pandit 
N^rn an meant lor propaganda, eapeeially ia foreign countrieo. The Conanaa la 
afoo noir boaily engaged in obetruoling Mtta«almana and trying to break the Mnellm 
Laagna Mioiatnae in Bengal and Sind and hare aueceaafuly preranied League Minia* 
triaa from being form^ in the Paujab and Morih-Weat Frontier Prorinoea through 
nnaorupoloue methoda." 

Mr. Jinnah’e attaution wae dnnn to the atatement made by Mr, Oandbi during 
hit Monday evaning prayera that the *'Cottgreea eould never ally niih Hritain agaiuat 
tha Mualimay* and that **tbe Congreaa had gone into the Interim Qovernment with 
one object and one only, that of winning freedom— pure and unadulterated— for the 
whole of India, wbieh meant for the Mnalim J^ague alao.** 

"Mr. Uandhi baa, 1 know, apokan and eipreaaed hit gratitude to the Britiah (or 
having pot the Cbngreaa in power at tba Centre, and yet be aaya the Coiigreae would 
never ally with the Britiah agatiiat the Mualitua** remarked Mr. Jtnnah. *‘Wby did 
the Congreaa not accept the propoaala of the Cabinet Delegation and the Viceroy of 
June 10 to form an Interim uovernmeni but hold ont the threat that if the Interim 
Government were formed without the CongrcMa there would be dire couaequeneee 
worae than 1942? And why have they now gone into the Interim Government T 
Beoanee they have received the terma they wanted and the Viceroy baa completely 
correndeied to them and aaortficed the Mualima. How can we place any oonhdeuea 
in the new QovernmeoPa inteutione which they are now proleaaiog T 1 have no 
hope of this Government giving Muaaalmana a fair deal. The Oongrcec bae learnt 
the art of aaying what they do not mean to mialead the public, if Oongreae and 
Gandhi were really atucere, 1 again aek why did they object to the pro|K>aala. which 
were announced aa final, and I aak the Viceroy why did he ecrap them and aurren* 
der to the Cougreas ?** 

Aaked whether there waa any way at thia point that the l<eague would pariieU 
pate in the Interim Ooveriiment and the Conatiiuent Aaaembly, Mr. Jtnnah replied: 
"I aee no hope of the League going into the Interim Government and Conatiiuent 
Acaembly, for it will be nothing but abject aurrender and humiliation for ua.** 
Direct Aotiom Proobammk 

With regard to the programme of direct action Mr. Jinn ah eaid : *T oannot 
give any ioalcation of the programme to he adopted, but we are fully alive to the 
fact Ibat any programme that we may put into Of)eraiiou abould be baaed on peace* 
ful meana.** 

Ditcuaeing the offer of the Viceroy to the League to join the Interim Govern- 
ment Mr. Jinnah replied, **Tbe principle of paritv ia gone. The qiieatioii whether 
the Oongreae could nominate a Mualim of their choice la atill there, and the aafe* 
guard which waa aaaured to ua in the June 16ih propoaal, namely, that no major 
communal iaaue ahould be decided except by agreement of the majority of both the 
eommuiiittea, ia gone, to aay nothing of other detaila which were promised by the 
Viceroy in hie offer of June 2Uth to me." 

**Ae for the Conatiiuent Aaeembly,** Mr. Jinnah continued, "the Congrete have 
not accepted the baaic and fundamental terma of the atatement of June lOih and we 
are told by the Viceroy in hia recent appeal that we ahould go into the Conatltuent 
Aaeembly with our interpretation and the Congreai go there with their interpretation 
and the matter then be referred to the Federal Court. Ho we are to etart witti a 
law auit. Why don't the authora of the propoeala aay thia ia the meaning of it 
and tell the Congreei to accept or rrj«*ct it ? Beaidea, J aee no proviaion or any 
reference to a federal Court except with regard to major communal iaauea and even 
tbere« there ia no proviaion that the Preaideot of the Conatiiuent Aeaembly will be 
bound by that. Thua, we are left to the tender merciee of the overwhelming majority 
of the Cbngreaa and* moat certainly the Hindu Preaident who fa bound to be elected 
by that Hindu majority. There ia no check either internal or external in the long* 
tann plan but we are left to the tender merciee of an overwhelming Hindu majority 
In the Aammbly.'* 

CouiiDRAL Riots 

Djaewing further the communal diaturbaneea, Mr, Jinnah aaid : "The Mucaal* 
not only made no preparations to disturb the peece— they were not ev«i 
nme to defend themnelvee when the hruul ontragea buret upon them in Galeottn. 
That le bmming more and more clear from all reliable information that I have 
received. It wae an organlaed plot to diacredit the Mnelim League and tha Maelim 
League Miniatry on the part of t^ Uiodue elated by the doioga of the Viceroy who 
ohoio the moDoer and the lima of goiag ahead with the iateiim Gofemmeat igwof- 
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ing ike League.’* Refening ei^fteally to the Calcutta dietorbanoeB, Mr. Jiaaab aaid : 
**U tba OoDgreae regime are going to aupprcae, opprcea and pereecata the MneaiBiaaa» 
If ie rerj diflScalt lo control diaturbaneee.*’ 

Mr. Jinnab referred to Fandit Mebro'e riait to him in Bombay and aaid that 
the Ooagreaa leader ''declined to dtecuaa anythiug'.elae or make any anggretion with 
regard to anything elae except to ofier five aeta to the MUelim Leagae and made it 
elear that tney would nominate the other nine and that it would not be an exeeu- 
ti?e Council under the preaent conatitutioo but a National Cabinet reeponaible only 
to the Central Legtalature where again the Hindu majority ie at leaat three to one.* 
Aaked whe her there wae any alieroative at tbia time beatdea the eatabliehment 
of Pakiatan which the League will accept, Mr. Jinnab aaid : "In my opinion there 
Ie no other alternative except the outright eatabliehment of Pakiatan which meana 
really freedom both for Uindue and Muetima and will enable them to live peacefully 
and aa frieudly iieighboura without the help of Briiiah army.'* 

**We guarantee/* Mr. Jinnah declared, *Ho look after the uon-Mualim and Hindu 
oaete mlnoritiee iu Pakiatan which will be about 25 millione aud protect and eafe- 

S uard their intereata in every way. Similarly, there will be about 25 or ^ million 
[uanalmana in Hinduatban aud Hiuduttban can aimilarly guarantee the rignta of 
theae miiioritiea. That ia the quiokeat way to lndia*e real freedom aud to the welfare 
and happiueaa of all peoplea inhabiting this aub-cqntiuent. The present situation ia 
that the Congreee Government in eight Provincee and at the Centre under the pre- 
•eut oonatitution can only carry on under the aegis of the British and with the help 
of their bayonete. The Oongreaa are unfortunately blind and they are playing into 
the bande of the British and the British will turn around — they already are declaring 
to the world and uiiliaing the diaturbaucea to show that if their hold were removed 
there would be bloodshed, carnage, and chaos, and the Congreaa are playing into 
their haude with one obseeaiou, namely, how to down the Muslim League and Mua- 
lim India.'* 

^^How**, aeked Mr. Jinnah, **oan the writ and hat of any government be reepec* 
ted. obeyed and honoured when one hundred million t>eople are opposed ? Surely 
not by the ballot box where there ia a perennial Hindu majority of three to one 
agatuit the Muaaalmau.*’ 

Aaked whether be attached auy aignificatioe to the reports that Russia may 
have more than a apeotator'a interest in Indian affairs, Mr. Jinnah said: 'X do believe 
that Kuasia has more than a apeotator’a interest iti Indian afiairs and they are not 
very far from India, either. It is a serious menace and if Britain pursues the pre- 
aant policy of completely eliminatiug the Muslima, not only in ludia but the entire 
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Pandit Nehru's Broadcast 

In his first broadoaat from New Delhi on the 7th September, as 
Vice-president of the Juteiira Provisional Government, Pandit Jawaharlai Nehru 
laid that ha would not a|>eak of high policy or programme but would thank hie listenere 
for the love and. affection they had sent to the Government in abundant measure. 
India, he aaid, looked out on the wide world and held Out her hande in frieudship 
to the other people of the world, even though that world might still be full of 
ooofltot and thoughts of war. P'ollowing ia the text of the broadcast : 

Friends aud Comrades— *Jai Hiud : 

6ix days ago, my colleagues aud 1 sat on the ebaira of high office iu the Government 
of India. A new Government came into being in this ancient laud, the Interim or 
provisional Government we called it, the stepping stone to the full independence of 
Indie. Many thousauds of messages of greetings and of good wishes came to ua 
from all parts of the world and ft 9 m every nook and corner of India, And yet we 
aiked for no oelabraiiou of this historic event and even restrained our people's 
enthneiaam. For we wanted them to realise that we were yet on the march and 
the goal had still to be reached. There were many difficulties and obstacles on the 
wey and our Journey'a end might not be so near aa people thought. Any weakness 
now, any oomplaoeucy would be fatal to our cauee. 

Oar hwu were heavy also with the terrible tragedy of Calcutta and beeanae 
of the inaensate atrife of brother agaioat brother. The freedom we had envisaged 
and for which we had laboured, through generations of toil and sufferings was for 
all the people of India and not for one group or class or the followers of one 
rdiglon. We aimed at a Co-operative Commonwealth In which all would be equal 
•harars in opportunity aud in all tbinga that give meaning and value to life. Why 
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Call for Co-OFPBRArioir 

I wpmk to 3rou to^ay not much of hiKb policy or our proicrainmo for Ihi 
will hare to wait awbiie^boi to thank yon for the love and atfhollon 
whioh yon hare cent ua in auch abundant meaaiire. That afT^tlon and apirit of 
eo-operaiion are alwaya welcome but they will be needed more than ever in tlio 
dtfficoU daya ahead of na. A friend aent me the folloatuR mea«ai{r : ’*Blay for 
weather every aL>rm, firat pilot of the aUip of 8ute \ Bon royapa.'* A cheering 
meaeafte bat there are many etorma ahead and our ahip of 8tate ia old and battered and 
•low-movini: and iinauiied to thia ase of awilt change ; it will have to he aerappedand 
riven place to another. Bat however old the ahtp and however old the pilot, there 
are ao many milHona of willitig heerta and hand# to help, we can brave the high 
aeaa and face the future with cmfidence. 

The fiilare ia already taking ahape and India, ibia old and dear land of onra» 
ia finding hrraelf again thrnugh travail and eufTering* She ia youthful agaiu with 
the bright evea of adventure, and with faith in heraelf and her miaaion. For long 
year# ahe had been narrowly confined and had loat heraelf in brooding. But now 
ahe looka out on the wide world and holda ont her handa in friendahip to the other 
paoptea of the world even though that world may atill be full of eonfiiot aod 
thoughta of war. 

PrOPOBK to FONCTIO!! Aa FllRK NATIOX 

The Interim National Government la pari of a large acheme which include* 
the C>Qaiituent Aaaemhly which will meet aoon to give ahape to the conatitiition oi 
a free and independent India. it ta t>e*auae of thia ex)»ectation of an early 
realiaation of full independenci^ tha^ we have entered thia Government, and we pro- 
poae to function ao aa orogre4!%ively to achieve that independence in action both In 
our domeatic afiaira and our foreign relatioiH. We ahall take full part in interna- 
tional conferenrea e« a free nation with our own policy and not merely aa a aatelliUi 
of another nation. We hope in develop cloae and direct contacts with other ntliona 
and to cooperate with them in tiie furtherance of world peace and 
freedom. 

We propoae. aa far aa po<««ible, to keep away from the imwer politlca of grottpa 
aligned againat one anoiheri which have led in the past to world wara and which 
may again lead to dtaaatera on an even vaatcr scale. We believe that peace and 
freedom are indivi»ithle and the denial of freedom anywhere must endanger freedom 
eiesewbere and lead to ^*ont)ict and war. We are particularly interewt^ in the 
emancipation of c ilontal and d •pendent eotiniriea and peoples, and in the recogni- 
tion in theory and practice of equal opportiititties for all penplea. We repudiate 
utterly the Nazi doctrine of racialism, wheresoever and in whatever from it may be 
practised. Wn seek no domifiion over others and we claim no privileged poaiiioo 
over other t>eoples. But we do claim equal and honouraide treatment for our people 
wherever they may go, and we cannot accept any diaerimiriation agiduet 
them. 

'fbe world» in spite of its rivalries and hairtMU and inner conflicts, moves inevit- 
ably towards closer co-operstiem and the building up of a World Commonwealth. 
It is for this one world the free India will work, a world in which there ia the free 
co-operation of free peoples and no class or group exploits another. 

In spite of our f>asi history of coiifiic.i, wo bot>e that an independent India will 
have friendly and co-operative relations with England and the counirtea of the Britiah 
Commonwealth. But it is w^li to remember what ia |jap()ening in one part of the 
Commonwealth to-dsy. In South Africa racialism is the State doctrine and our 
people are putting up a heroic airitggle againat the tyranny of a racial minority. 
If this racial doctrine Is going to be tolerated, it must inevitably lead to vastoonfiiote 
aod world disaster. 

We sent our greetings to the people of the United Btate* of America to whom 
deatiny has given a rnsjor role in internaltonsl affairs. We trust that this tremen- 
dous reaponsibiltty will be uiilise<l for the furibersuoe of peace and human freedom 
everywhere. To that other great nation of the modern worlds the Soviet Union, 
which also carries a vaat responaibiltiy for ahaping world eventa, w« send greetings. 
They are our oeighboura in Asia and inevitably we ahall have to undertake many 
eomsson taaka and have mneh to do with each other. 

We are of Aaia and She peoples of Asia are nearer and closer to ue than othera. 
India is to aituated that ahe ia the idvot of Wesiern, Southern and Boath-Eael 
Asia. In the past her enliare flowed to all tbeae countries. They came to her Ui 
many way*. *fhoia eontacta ere being renewed aod the future ie bound to aea n 
eloaer nnioa batvaen India and fckmtli-Kait Aaia on the ooa tldi^ and ^*g*mtktnn. 
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IfM Md tha Arab world on the Went. To the fnrtherenee of that eloae 
aeioelation of free eonntriee we mnat devote onreelvee. India had followed with 
^ anxfooa intereat the atrnKgle of the Indooedana for freedom and to them we aend 
onr ffood wiabea. 

China, that mighty country, with a mighty pact, onr ndghboor haa 
been onr friend through the agea and that fritndahip will endure and grow. We 
anrnaaily hope that her preaent tronMea will end noon and a nnited and 
damooratie China will emerge^ playing a great part in the furtherance of world peace 
and progreaa. 

Rblibp to tbb People 

I have not aeid anything ab^Mit onr domeatie Doliey, nor at thia atage do I 
wiah to do ao. But that policy will inevitably have to be governed by the prineiplea 
ioj whifh we have atood all theae yeara. We ahall look to the common and for* 
gotten man in India and aeek to bring him relief and raiae hie atandard of living. 
We ahall continue our fight againat the enrae of untonchability and other forma of 
enforced inequality, and ahall eepecially try to help thoae who are economically or 
otherwiae backward. To-day milliona lack food and clothin'g and houaea, and 
many are on the verge of atarvation. To meet thia immediate need ia an 
urgent and difficult taak and we hope other eountriea will help na by aending 
foMgraina. 

An equally urgent and vital taak for ua la to conquer the apirit of diacord that 
la abroad in India. Out of mutual conflict we ahall never build the houae of India'a 
freedom of which we have dreamt ao long. All of ua in thia land have to live and 
work together, whatever political developmenta might take place. Hatred and 
violence will not alter thia baaic fact ; nor will they atop the changea 
that are taking place in India, 

<*CONflTITORNT ASSEMBLY NOT AN ARENA FOR CONFLICT” 

There haa been ranch heated argument about aectiona and groupinga 
in the Oonatituent Aa«emb1y. We are perfectly prepared to and have accepted, the 
poaition of aiiting in aectiona. which will oonaider the qiieation of formation 
of grotipa. I abould like to make it clear on behalf of my celleagiiea and myaelf« 
that we do not look upon the Oonatituent Aaaembly aa an arena for conflict or for 
the forcible imposition of one viewpoint over another. That would not be the way 
to build up a contented and untied India. We seek agreed and integrated aoluiiona 
with the largest measure of goodwill behind them. We ahall go to the Oonatituent 
Aaaembly with the fix determination of finding a common basis for a greement ou 
all oontrovcraial issues. And so, in spite of all that has happened and the bard 
words that have been said, we have kept the path of co-operation open 
and we invite even those who differ from us to enter the Constituent 

Assembly as equal partners with ui with no binding commitments. It may well 
be that when we meet and face common tasks our present difficulties will fade 
away. 

India is on the move and the old order passes. Too long have we been paeaive 
spectators of events, the playthings of others. The initiative comes to our people 
now and we shall make the history of our choice. Let us all Join in this mighty 

task and make of India the pride of our heart, great among nations, foremost in the 

arts of peace and progress. The door is open and drstiny beckons to 

all. There Is no question of who wins and who loses, for we have to 
go forward and together as eomrades and either all of us win or all go down 
together. Kut there is going to be no failure. We go foward to success, to 
Independenee and to the freedom and well-being of the four hundred milliona of 
India— Jai Hind. 

Mr. Jmnah*t complaint against British Cabinet 

Mr. if* A. Jtnnah, President of the All-India Muslim League, 
released from Bombay on the loth September the full jofficial text of the Interview 
wblob be gave to Mr. Halph iMzard of the Daily Mail from wich a few 
sxtraote were quoted in papers which Mr. Jinnsh said were not quite oorreet. Mr. 
JInnab said : 

*'For the peaee of India and the peace of the world a fresh start most be made. 
The wound is too deep and the negotiation of thia summer haa led to 
too much rancour for us to prolong the present arguments. The slate must be 
wiped oleen and we must begin from Ibe beginning again. I shal never now go to 
London sfter wbst hu been dong by the Yietory to pleed my osm } bnt 
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I GoTernneoi to ioTiie m» to London to tiort n new mtIoi qI 

I on 00 fqunl footing with other neffotintor*, I nbould noeepi No ouui ow 
witnw tbo pratent eeenet of blooduhea in Indin without fnnlingn of norrow 
nod pnin. At tho Mme time if the Britinh inttet on doing nothing 
mom mn to nopport the preeent Interim Government with their bnvonetif nil I 
enn etj In thnt the Mueiime enn nufier it, but will never eubmit to it 

If Britleh withdrew both their troope end their internet in the ndminietmtion, in 

they ehonld if they cnnnot mnnege honournbly, we cnu tort out Ihloge 

for onreelvee.** 

Referring to Pendit Nehrn*e brondenet, **whleh ie nppinuded by the Oongrenn 
newepnpere ne nn neeurnnee to the Muelim Lengue on Provlncinl Grouping. Mr. 
Jinni^ enid : *'Theee ere very vague worde ; he hne made no definite propoenie to me i 
you ennnot batter pnreniM with worde ; I bnve been etnbbed nnd vague phmeee and 
worda alone will not atop the bleeding. , . 

*'Wbat am I aunpoaed to do now ? It would be foolieh for me to 

draft n eeriea of demanda nnd riak the poaaibiltty of having to retract one or more 
of them beeauae the Oongreaa refnaed to accept them. We have reaehid 

a deadlock: when Pandit N hru came to me retwntly to offer me five 
aeata in the new Central Government he refuaed to diaeuaa any other 
problem. 

*The fact remaine that Mualiroa in India have aufiered a monatrona perMtrn- 
tion of wrong at the handa of the Rritiah (4ov**rnment. To be eh«ritabte» all 1 can 
any. la that the Labour t^overiiment ia' too new and ineiperienoed to 

underatand the proMcm fully. They have allowed them^elvea to be tricked by the 
Congreaa. Thev have faiM to roaltae that there are two dnitiiiet iiationa in India. 
Bach haa diflVrent fundaincntal characUTtHtica and natural amhitioiia. 1 oen 

underatand ati alliance or treaty between tliein and thrv might in certain 
cireumatancea unite temporarily to lace a common danger. But 

idea of a t>ermaneiit coalition ia abanrd. Aa tho fmaitioii now ia, one 

ciiatinct nation ia placed at the mercy of tlic numerical auperiority at 
another. 

**( aee very dark future ahead. I have received Icitera and tclcgrama of eympatby 
from all over the Mualitn world. If relatione between Great Britain. America and 
Kuaaia worcen, there ia no mearta of *^ow which way Indian 

Miteliroi may be aiampeded at a time of criale. 
have we done to denerve thin.’ We have 
but ill ia42 when the Onngreaa atarted their 
with the enemy at IndinV border, we refuaed 
remember touring Muelim vitiagea where 
grave-digging bccauHe the entire manpower ol 
the army, 

*'We accepted all propoaala made to ua by the Cabinet Miaaion ; If I 
appeared tardy it waa becaiiee I had been empowered only to negotiate and the final 
deeiaion of refusal or acccpUnce had to lui deferred to the neit meeting 
of the All* India Mualim league Council. If we had later reversed our decision. U 
was because the Coiigreaa only accepted the long-term proiMMiale with reaerva* 
tiooa which they refused to clarify.’* 

"If you try to sell me this article,*’ said Mr. Jinnab pointing to a silver ash- 
tray. **aDa a piece of it ia missing, I am entitled to aek you to replace the missing 
part lielore 1 agree to accept it. Huliweqiient Coiigreaa afieecbes and aciiona have 
proved that our course waa amply justified." 

Talking of the present wave of riotinga throughout India. Mr. Jinnab indignantly 
diaclaimed that Muslima were reaponsthle. He said. "Prior to Anguat Ifi, that ta 
Direct Action day, when the rioting broke out In Calcutta we had iseued very atricteat 
inatmotiona through our Preaa, by circular and by letters to local Uwgos 
leaders, that there waa to be no violence. The sole purpose of the day waa 
to explain to the public why direct action had become neoeaaai^. We are entitled 
to free speech atid to the right to stage peaceful demonatrations. We were atUclmd 
by Congress foitoiiers because they wanted to stamp ont oar ' propagaoda 
and diaeredit oor cause by creating diaturbancea and then throwing the blasB# 
00 ua." 

Defining direct eetion. Mr. Jinoah aUted that it waa paaaive ooii-eo* 
operalioa with the Government. It had not yet been resorted to and the detalle of 
the lorn which It ia to take are now being worked out by a Bpeelal Coaimittei 
in Delhi. Beoundatioa by Leagoe Members of the titles eoofened bj the 
81 


The qurstion wc ask ia^ *Wbat 
no reason to love the Briiiab 
resistance moverornt a|(aioat you. 
to join it. At that time I can 
women were reduced to the task Of 
the community was serving with 
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Brltifh WAS oot a direct Action ncAciire bat a protect AgcioAt the precent cttitade of 
the Britich Qofernment. 

Mr. Jinnah Raieee Ciril War Bogey 

Mr. M, A. Jinnaht Prectdeat of the All-India Ma^lim League, declared In en 
Interfiew with the Aaeoeiated Preet of America at Bombar on the lOlh Setenber 
that ladle ctAodc At the brink of ruiooua ciril war infoWing her 400.000,000 Uindua. 
Macllma end aoiaII minoritiec, which only prompt, aincere and akilled diplomctie 
negottationA could Arert 

Mr. Jlnnch deaeribed the Oaleutta and Bombay diaorders aa “undoubtedly 
aymptoma of the nearneaa of civil war all over India, and of the pattern which each 
A civil war might follow.** 

Already on record in interviewa aa declaring his readiness to participate in a 
peace conference in London at which “a fresh atart'* might be made towa^a a 
•ettlement of the Indian question, Mr. Jinnah diaeuaaed the difficulties whi<^ auch 
a oonferencH would have to surmount and why he felt it should be held. 

“We dealt with underlings in the negotiations with the Gsbinet Mission/* 
Mr. Jinnah said. “Now, therefore, our remedy must lie with those at the top in 
the British Government.** 

MnaLiMs Face two Choices 

“Underlings have brought us to a point where we face two choices and only 
two. One la the choice of a civil war which would ruin the Hindu and Mualim 
nations alike, and from which, I hope, we can be spared, although we are nearer 
to it than many persons seem able to realise or willing to admit. The other choice 
hi a p aoeful aettlement through ncgotiatione among the leadera from this country 
and the highest authorities in Britain. This would hsve to be a conference in 
which the good of the people, instead of the face-saving of individuals, would be of 
paramount consideration. It would need to be carried out in calm surroundings, 
with sincere determination, honesty and skill.** 

Mr. Jinnah gave the warning that “every proposal will be looked upon by 
me from the point of view of its value towards the achievement of the Pakistan 
demand, while the Congress will look at it from the point of view of avoiding Pakis- 
tan and establishing Akhaud Uindustan and Hindu Rsj over the entire sub-continent 
of India.'* 

“Even more is at stake than the peace of the people of India,** Mr. Jinnah 
aald. **This {is the sort of situation which breeds world wars. Britain is alienating 
100,000,000 Muslims with her present policies. Does not that seem to be a daiiger- 
oua thing for the peace of the world, when we consider what has happened else- 
where ?*• 

No Negotiation with Russia 

“I am not negotiating with Kussia, nor am I hoping to negotiate with Rueeta 
for her intervention in the affairs of India. Any such story is nonsense, if anyone 
ie spreading it. Recitation of the lessons which history teaches does not conatitnte 
an invitation to some foreign power to do certain things.'* 

Mr. Jinnah said there is no basts for the assertions which have been made 
^at his objec^ve is to achieve Pakistan which would be a colony of the Britieh 
Government. “That definitely is not true," he added, “We want an independeot. 
aovereip Pakistan and we will have it.** 

•Thme di^rders,** Mr. Jinnah said, returning to the subject of disturbances 
in Bombay, Calcutta and elsewhere, “are not a civil war, although they are close 
to becoming one. the fact that they have been precipitated on the daye of Mualim 
League demoualrationa against having the Interim Government forced upon ue is 
not onr doing. ^ We were ezeroising our right of peaceful protest, and we did not 
atort ttieae disorderf. There was an organised, pre-meditst^ move to mar the 
effeotiveoeM of the protest and to discourage the Muelim League.’* 

Congreaa Endorsee Interim Gowernment 

The Delhi All-India Congiwsa Committee Meeting 

The A. I. C. 0. endorsed by en overwhelming vote at New Delhi on the 
23rd September, the deoiaion of the Congress leaders to form sn Interim Government, 

Pandit Nehru, in his addreaa. reviewed the oircumstsneee in which the Wor- 
king Committee decided to enter the Interim Government. 

Pandit Nehru eaid he did not know if it would be proper for membere in the 
Interim Government to be membara of the Working Oommittae as well. Indeed, 
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il wovM be difficult for u pereoo to dieeherKe both reopooiibilitice. He did not 
koow «bet wee in etore in the fulnre. Mey be. there wee oondict in elom; 
the fntnre wee nopredieteble. It wee impoeeible for e pereon to hold office in the 
Interim Uo?emment end et the eame time, contioue to be ihe Coiigrete Freetdenl 
ee well. Theee were bi|t queetione which the A.l.O.C. ebould reeoive. I'beie wee 
e reeotution on the eubiect end it wee for the Houee to decide whether to eooept II 
or not. 

Aseownoii or Omen 

Three weeke cfo, the OonKreee Preeldeot went on. the Congrece eeinmed office 
et the Centre. Tbry entered the Seereieriet to find e huice buildiou with eny 
nomber of roome where thoueende of people workrd. It eptwered to him tbet one 
miebt euj in tbet building for ycere end vet never know whet wee hepiwning In 
the other corner. He wet in cherge of Eetcrnel AfTeire. Indie *• oonieoie with 
foreign countriee were growing feet even though the might not yet be completely 
free. The Interim Govern ment hed not yet eiiuounced ite foreign end doineitio 
policy, but of couree ihet policy would he the poltcv of the A. 1. 0. 0- The Con* 
greet hed eeeumed e greet reeponeihitiiy in lormtitg the Interim Oofeniment. 'ihey 
were there to conetruci e new edifice. And it wee for the A. I. O. C. to help them 
in tbet teek. The whole world wee wetching the Oongreeo end Indie. Indie could 
not live in ieoletion. Whet hepi^ened eleewhrre in the world effected oe. Bimllnrly 
the whole world would l>e efiecied by our iHilicy. 

Indie, Pendit Nehru continued, would throw in her weight in the eeuee of 
peoce. She would meke her contribution to bring ebotit iwece. In doing eo. the 
would teke eo independent etend end not ect ee e eetelliie. lodie'e foreign policy 
would effect the whole world. Indie ehuuld vtrive for the liberetiou of eolonim 
countriee. Intcrnetionel probleme were, of couree, iiitricete end complex. From 
whet one heerd ee to whet wee heppcutiig in tbe Peri* Peece Conference or et thu 
U. N. Aeeembly it ell looked like e **chiri« kheiie** (piece where birds ere fed). 
'I'here wee oonfueion. Juet ihrn he wee not in e poeition to eteete correelly 
the etete of effeire end Indie ehould evoid leking e wrong det'teion. All the feote 
were not before them. They, however. reeUecHl the! two powerful neiione in the 
world, tbe United Btetee end Ru»f<ie, could meke end unmeke thinge. They could 
bring ebout leeting |>eece or dieeeter. 

Pendit Neiiru referred to the Comrouniete in Indie end eeid Ihet they were 
opposed to the fuiidemeiiiel |>oltcy of the Coiigreet et e oriticel lime in lie hietory. 
Thie ronflict ehould not be ukeii to inclicete tbet Indie wee egefnei Koeefe. 
e eVimrouniet Biete. Whetever foreign policy the present Interim OoTernmeul 
might formulete it would Im thet of e fne country. Our foreign policy 
would be for peece in the world. Accordingly, in iiiteriietiouel councils our 
repreeentetivee will work ee peect inekers. We ere for peeee end not for wer. 
he said. 


Nrw Frontibr Pomgv Nbrdbd 

Eerlier. Pendit Nohrti eeid thet they ehould here e new Frontier policy. Pro* 
bleme in the tribe! trees should be eoived differently. Tbe Cougreee bed ell eloou 
urged revieion of the policy with regard to the tribel ereee. 'I he Congrees wm 
opposed to eeriel bombing end hed condemned it in the peet. Now coon efter the 
Oovernmeut had taken charge they heard there wee bombing on the Frontier. 
The first information he got on tbe subject was from Bedeheh Kben fKbea 
Abdul Ubeffar Khan). He wee grateful to Bedeheh Kben for tbe timely Dublie 
eUtemeot be issued. ' ^ 


'•After 1 reed the eUiement in the newspepere.'* Pendit Nehru said, ‘T did 
whet possibly could be dons in tbe mstter, for s more painful incident 1 
could not bsve through of. oocuring ss it did {ust on the sssumptlon 

of office by the Interim Government. But tbe scltisl bombing wss over bw 
then. As s metier of feet it wee over even before Kben Abdul Gsffsr Kheui 
etutement.** ■ 

Tne question now remsinsd as to whet should be the Interim Ooverttment*a 
policy espscislly with regard to the tribe! ereee. The old policy wee there in exieteoeu 
lor over e century. Now that moet be chsnged. 

Tbs iribsl i^icy sffmisd tbs whole of Indie. Our policy, be eeid. ehould he 
that ws mslnt^n brotherly end friendly rclstions with tbe tribal people. They verw 
not foretgome but our own kith end kio. 'ihere wee the queetioo of BeluohietM 
when there wee no Beeponrible Government. It wee e big problem wbleh fei^ 
the lAtenm G^cruaMol end eomething nuet be done immediately* 
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OmniaMrt lUllliBi 

Maulana AM Kalam Asad mored tlie reiolttuoo ratifying thn Coograaa aooep- 
lanoe of the Xotorim QoverumeoU Dm raaoiotiini read : *^Im All-lodia Oongnaa 
Oommittae haring cooaidared thn directioo of the Working Committee to the 
Pfiaident to aooept the inyitatioD of the Viceroy to form an interim Gorernment, 
appiOfe of tfaU direotion and ratify the aabaequent atepa taken thereunder, leanlting 
in (the formation of the Interim Oorernment.*’ 

Commending the reaolution, Maulana Azad said that the step which Uie Con- 
gieaa had taken waa the only correct atep. During the negotiationa with the Cabi- 
net Miaaion, the Congreaa atrore hard for a complete Bettlement The Committee 
waa aware of the rcaaoua that ied the CongreM to accept the long-term acheme 
and reject the Interim GoTernment proposal. Since then, the situation had chan- 

^ and the Congress had accepted the Interim Government. He said he would 
with the criticisms against the resolution in his reply. 

Dr, Pattabhi Sitaramayya, seconding the resolution, said that the Congress 
atmggle could not go on endlessly. After every struggle there was alwaya a pause 
and peace. If there waa any doubt, or if the terms ot a peace aettlcment were not 
properly fuldlled, then there was again conflict. All the same, there could not 
06 an everlaatinff stru^le. The interim Government, he said, was like a bridge. 
India's goal waa Dcyona the bridge and they had to cross the bridge before rea- 
ching the deatination of freedom. Participation in the Interim Government waa to 
hasten the achievement of freedom. 

Amendment Ruled Out 

The Congreaa President ruled out of order an amendment moved by Mr. Ansar 
Harvanit which directed the Interim Government to press fur the immediate 
declaration of India’s complete inde{)endence ; immediate withdrawal of all foreign 
troops, abolition of the Viceroyalty and the immediate election of a sovereign 
Conatituent Asaembly on the basis of universal adult suffrage to draft the constitu- 
tion of a free and sovereign India. 

Pandit hiehru also ruled out of order another amendment of Mr. Achyut 
Paiwardhan which, inter alia, directed the Interim Government *‘to create condi- 
tions, by such moans as removal of British troops as to endow the constitution- 
making body with sovereignty" and thereby to transcend the limitations imposed 
by the British Cabinet Minsion's statement of Mi»y 16 and further to transform the 
Interim Government into an instrument of sovereign power. 

Mr. Bishambar Dayal Tripathi (United Provinces) opposed tiie resolution. He 
said that by accepting the resolution, the revolutionary spirit of the people would 
be blunted. He did not think that tlio interim Government wag a ^'bridge*' as 
Dr. Pattabhi described it. It might be that the leaders might cross the ‘’bridge" 
and land themselves in a ditch. The only way to achieve complete independence 
was to launch a struggle, he said. 

Mr. Sheet Bkatha Yajee (Bihar) regretted that a revolutionary like Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru should have joined the Interim Government. He thought that 
the Congress would suffer in prestige and lose its revolutionary outlook by joining 
the Government. He said the A.I.O.C. should rectify the mistake and ’’remove the 
leaders out of darkness." 

Sardar Pratap Singh, member of the Working Committee, said that the 
Oongress leadership was not carried away by slogans. It was fighting for power 
for the people and tlie A. 1.0.0. should have confidence in those who took up the 
Interim Government. If the goal of the Congress to achieve Independence was 
not realised, then it was open to the Committee to Uunch a struggle. True revoln- 
tionary ardour, he said, could not be damped by participation in the Interim 
Government 

SociAijBT Attitude 

BCr. Jai Prakash Norain, the Socialist leader, said that the formation of the 
Interim Government was the result of the policy of the Oougress. People knew that 
he and his colleagues in the Socialist Party were opposed to that very policy, which 
led the Congress to take up the Government. Hence the responsibility for taking 
up office was that of the Oougres and not of the booialists. Nevertheless, the rfoeialists 
were with the Congress. The Interim Government to-day was a fact and the 
Socialists did not want the Government to resign. In renrd to the resolution 
before the House, Mr. Jai Prakash Narain said that the Socialists would uot 
oppose the resolution, but they would not vote for it either. 

Sfoami Sahajanand Saraawati (Bihar) opposed the resolution. He said that 
the idea of the Constituent Assembly, as contained in the Cabinet Misiion'k 
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wpmXf appeared to be a *HsontpiTary**. He asked why the summoaing d ttM 
OoimlaeQt Assembly was being poaipooed from time to time* 

Maulana HifMur R^man (United Provinces) said that he would have liked 
the OongiesB keeping out of ofhce, to long as India was not independent* He 
oritieised the composition of the Interim Government and said it would have been 
better if the five seta allotted to the League had not biren filled in. 

Maulana Hiftur Rehman added that on the one hand the door was kept open 
lor the Muslim League lo enter the Government while on the other Congress Hut- 
lima were being appointed with the condition that they should give up ottice when the 
League elecU to enter. No honest and self-res^iing Nationahit Muslim could 
submit to such a procedure. Uc oppostid the resolution. 

Mr. Aehuui Patw^rdhan, the Oougress Bocialiat Leader, said that the Congress 
leaders, by their participstion in the Interim Government, were treading on very 
slippery ground. At the Pombay meeting of the A. 1. C. 0. the President 
and other leaders assured the Committee that the Congress was entering the 
Constituent Assembly without sny oommitmeuts. but later on they had 
to declare that they accepted the Cabinet Mission's statements in its entirety. Mr. 
Fatwardhau thought that, that was due to pressure from the Viceroy, the Muslim 
League aod the Princes. 

Mr.Pstwardhsn ssid he wait ted to move su smeiidment but thst had not 
been possible, lie would, however, priuis for the views mentioned in 
the amendment. The administration of India, he said, should not be carried with 
the help of alien troops. Foreign iroo|is must be withdrawn. He 
would t>rcfer Hindus and Muslims to fight atiiong themselves rather than keep 
foreigu lroo|is in India to iiiaiutaiu order. After all* both the communitiee must 
one day ultimately realise that they must live togetlior in this country and live 
in peace. 

Keierriug to the functioning of the Interim Government, Mr. Pat* 
wardhan said that it was no good depending upon honest intention. The Govern- 
ment should uke into secouiit Uio obstacU'S wiUi which it was faced 
and deni with them accordingly. The Interim Government should look into the 
Political l>e|iartmcnt which* he said, was conspirtug with the Princes to the detri- 
ment of the people. The Interim Govern meiit should also put au eud to mono- 
polies and curb capitalism. 

Khan Ahdul Ukaijar A'Anri, the Frontier Lender, said he would like to clear 
any misundersUudiug (hut might have licrii cnated by some s|)eakers who referred 
to the bombing in the tribal areas. I he air operations, he said, took place before 
the Interim (.iovtTninent was insialled. The llriiish auUjonties kept it a secret. 
He heard about Uie bombing on August 30 and immediately he told 
his brother, Dr. Khan baheb, Preniier of the N. W. F. P, about it. Dr. Khan 
Baheb saw the (ioveruor the following d«y, S*ptember I wbo confirmed the 
aerial bombing and ssid it was being stop|N*d. He uudemtood actually air opera- 
tions ceased on hk'pteinber 1 and tlie Intel im Government had nothing to do with 
the order for air action. 

Maulana Azaj>*s Keply to Debatk 

Replying to the debate, Maulana Ahul Kalarn A»ad said that the A. 1. 0. O. 
should aiffereniiate between the end and the means, although it was human nature 
to ignore such a differenue. i>iiriug the Iasi sixty years of its career, the Congress 
did not join the macUitiery of the iiovcrnmeuii to achieve its object. The method it 
adopted was but a means to an end and not the end itself. Tho gosi of the 
Congress was Complete Indept ndence. It also bimpened that prolonged political 
agitation and strueglo became almost an article of faith, that there were Cougieas* 
men to day who b^eved that a s. niggle was an end in itself and were hesitant to aban- 
don it. '*Ottr achievement to day is because of the methods we employed in the past^*' 
the Maulana said. lie added : * To-day our goal— freedom— is within sight. With 
the change in circumstances and the particular situation in which we find ourselves, 
we must change our methods as well. To-day wc are in such a position that by 
Joining the Government, we could increaan our strength enormously. Times have 
changed. The British Government has changed. Tnc British Government baa 
been compelled to change its attitude. We must, therefore, change our attitude aa 
well and adopt means lo hasten our march to fret dom.'* 

Maulana Azad said that he would welcome any move which would baatea 
freedom. Congress leaders bad joined the Interim Government with that end la 
view. The community, as a whole, to-day was faced with grave economic problamai 
It waa tbe duty of the CongreM to solve those difficulties and act to shirk rsqioiii* 
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ibilitiet beeanse of certain appreheniiont. The Britieh GoTemment naa prepared 
to concede ^iatiunali■t India's demands. Was it su(;ge6ted> he asked, that we should 
refuse the British offer 7 For all practical tpurposes, be said the Interim Oortm* 
ment would lunction as a free Government. It shtuld be appreciated that no 
change iit the existing constitution could be brought about immediately. 

He agreed that foreign troops should be withdrswn from India but it could 
not be done in an hour's time. 

Maulaoa Asad denied that there was any change in the attitude of the Hic^ 
Command towards the Cabinet Mission’s proposal between July last when the 
A. 1. 0. 0. met in Bombay and now. He stood by every word which be uttered 
then. He would repeat it again that the Congress was entering the Oonstituent 
Assembly without any conditions and reservations imposed on it They were enter- 
ing the Constituent Assembly as free men to frame a free Constitution. The 
Congress stood for Complete Independence and it would strive without any condi- 
tions and limitations for the acnievement of freedom. This, of course, was the 
political aspect of the problem. But then, unfortunately, there was a communal 
aspect as well. Due to circumstances over which the Congress had no control, the 
communal aspect had assumed a proportion which could not be ignored and which 
must be solv^. For its solution, it was found that certain cUrilication of the 
Congress standpoint was necessary. He did not think there was any contradiction 
in the Congress stand. 

The resolution was carried by an overwhelming majority, twelve members 
voting against in a house of 255. 


No Ban on Qovornment Members 

Pandit Govinda Ballabh Pant next moved the following resolution : '*No one 
will be debarred frOiU the membership of the Working Committee or any other body 
of the Congress on account of his holding oliice in the Interim 
Government." 

He said that the Working Committee had given liberty to members to express 
their views freely on this subject. Pandit Nehru, he added, had not joined the 
Government of his own free will ; he was tliere because we asked him to be there. 
The resolutlou approving the formation of the Interim Government had been 
passed by the house and after that, were members who had joined that Govern- 
ment to the considered unworthy of serving the country as members of the VVork- 
ing Committee 7 Pandit Pant admitted that the Interim Government's poaen 
were at present limited, but he reminded the House, it was a Cabinet with great 
potentialities. 

The Working Committee without these members, said Pandit Pant, would 
not have the same prestige or influence, and we were not justified in depriving the 
Committee of that prestige and influence. I'andit Pant referred to the example of 
free and democratic countries, where party heads were heads of Government also. 
India was not free yet, but wo had to find a way in which the work of the Con- 
gress and of the Government might bo csrried on without conflict. **Iiet us have 
no ban on members of the Government remaining members of the Committee* 
Wo may, if we like, leave it to the discretion of the members themselves to decide 
whether to remain or keep out." 

Dr. /*. C. Okoshf supporting the resolution, contended that joining the Inter- 
im Government was part of the fight for freedom. He reminded the House that if 
participation in the Interim Government did not bring us nearer to the goal, it 
was open to us to call the members back. Wc would be doing no justice to these 
trusted leaders if we feared tiiat by joining the Government they would lose their 
independence of mind and become Government men. 

Mr. Ansar liarwanif opposing the resolution, stressed the importance of work 
in the Interim Government and among the masses and said that all we sought 
to ensure was a proper division of these two kinds of activities, so that nei^er 
would suflRsr. He urged that the Congress organisation must be kept distinct from 
tiie Oovernmentf so that in any case of difference between the tao, a proper decision 
might be taken. 

Ambndmentb 


8J, Sursih Chandra Misra moved an amendment to the effect that **no one be 
debarrra frum the membership of any elected body of the Congress on account of 
his holding office in the Interim Government of any Provincial Government, but 
he or she shall not be eligible for membenhip iu any ezeentive body in the 
Congress." 

Mr, Mdhabif Tyapt, opposing the original reeolution, auggeated that it would 
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be atteiided eo thet **ihe number of memhem of Ibe loterim GoTecnnenl* 
logelher with the ministen nf ProTinciel GoTemmente, ebell in no oeee exoted 
ooe^ird of the total etreni^th of the bodv conoer»ed end thet theee 
memben ehell not hold eny oflUee thereon.** ^l^ Tyeg^i eeid thet demooratsy 
requir^ thet the (ffovcniment must eitht^r face e strong end free opposition bjr the 
people or must submit to the oouirol of the people from outside. **Iii lndie^*» he 
•aid* ^*we bare moQO()olised ell polices end left no strong pertv to oppose our 
Governments. It is, therefore, necesserv thet we must have outside control over 
both the Interim as well ee f^vinciet Gkmrnments.** 

He went on to illustrate his ereument by referring to the alleged high- 
handedness of one of the district officers of the U. P. Government with regard to 
grain collection. The President intervcitcd with s heavy hand and c^led the 
speaker to order, dtHdariiig he had never in his experience of the A. I. 0. 0. heard 
a more irrclcvent sfx*ech. Mr. Tyagi expressed diaagrecmeiit with the chair'a 
ruling and cut short his observe tio'ns. 

Mr. Jitnannndha Rao in ivctl a further amendment to provide that no one be 
debarred from merobtTship of the Working t'ommitteo or any other body of the 
OoiigrcHS except the pArliamentary Hoard on account of bis holding offico in 
the Interim (fovornment.** 

Mr. Rao saUl if members of the Govern meiit were on th«* Parliamentary Board 
the Congn*ss would h* unable U) criticise or KiifsTvisf* their work. .**ardar PatcJ 
had aln^ady said that Provinciul GongreHS Oomiiiilttos were not superior bodies to 
the Provi icial Ls^gisluture parties and that aiiv frietioii b«iw<‘«Mi the two should bo 
looked into hy the J'arliamentary Ikiard, “To-morrow, they may say that tbo 
A.I.e.G. is not a sufMTior b4)dy to the r«'ntriil Leginlaturo Party.** 

Mr. A*. K, Si thu\t movt'd Ins .imcridmeiit to the cfTeci that the Pnwident 
should also bit frw' to eoiiLiauo in offioi* after joining ilie ( iovertuneiit. Mr. Sidhwa 
said that pres-iu cin’u instances df iiiiimbd close co-o|HTalum between th ’ W'orking 
CV)mmitiee and the < fOv«Tnmeiu. It was possible that a new I'resideiit in Pandit 
Nehru’s placti might choose members of the Working CommiUt?c, who might not 
work in harmony with iii'mbt^rs <>f the Interim Goveriitneiit. .\tr. Hidhwa plead^l 
that Pandit Nehru, with his reinitutioti in the iiiUrrnatioiial held, should be invited 
to continue as President. 

Jiao Siifofft Patwardhan mentioned that if the Working ('ora mi tt«M» hod refrained 
from givifu any positive lead in the matter, it remained for the meinbers asarmbled 
to give a deeision. ilin personal view was that the members of the < Government 
should cease to be inembrrs of the Working Oomiiiittee. Jle rcmimled the ifouse 
that no ban existed at present oi the I res i dent of the (’oiigri.viH continuing in tliat 
office after formtiig the Interim Govennnent. Pandit Nehru had announced hit 
decision to n^sign from th».* Pr< Midentshi|>. The st>eakcr did not see why that 
position should not apply eqn»<ly to ineaibershtp of the Working (ViramiticQ* 
After all, iiieinbersbip of the l,oVernmetit involved certain inherent limitations. 
Furthermore, members of the tiovernmcnt could emulate the illustrious examplo oC 
Gandhtji and take on the role of advisem and guides insU’ad of active tnembers of 
the Working r-ominiitec. 

Khwaja Ina^atulinh^ o|ip«>sing the rciolution, contested the argument 
that absence of tliise leaders would lower the W’orking (.’ommitt«*c's prestige. 
He addotl that if their entry int^* (Government was iisrt of tb«'^ fight for freedom^ 
then thev shoulil be enabled to give undividevf atUnition and energy to 
that wora, free from tiic exacting tasks that went with the membership of 
the Working Commiitee. 

Maulana Abul Kdlam Azad referred to what hAp;g»ued in 2^137 when the aama 
question was raised with regard to membership of the Provincial Ministriiw and of 
th«* W'orktog ComiuitU*e and it was decided that membership of the two bodies 
be kept sepsrate. After the recent eliH'tions, howtver, the de<uston was kept in 
abeyance and the position was discussed at the meeting of the Working Oommiitoe. 
Maulana Azad reveah^ that six members of the Working (^/ommittec were against 
permitting simultaneous membership of the Working Committee and of the <vovem« 
ment, while wven or eight were in favour of it. It was, therefore, decided to 
leave the decision to the A. 1. 0. C. Giving hia personal view, Maulana Asad 
declared that the oountrv had not reacned ihst stage in its journey towarda 
lodejf>endeDi*e when we could allow the same person to retain m^'mhersliip of the 
two bodies together. The Interim Govcnimeni, be declared, was only a half«way 
house on the ro^ to Independence and when members of the Working CommiUee 
were also members of that Governmeott the country was apt to make the mlalake 
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-f-ibe dMigeromt mUtAke—thAt the fioAl goAl hAd been letehed And people would 
weAken end get bogged in the mize of ineetion. 

Mr. A» KaleMwara Bao* eapporttog the resolution, sAtd thAt as the leedeis 
who bed now Joined the Intenm Government were the builden of the Congress 
movement And had won the rights they hsd to-dsy, it would be of greet edvAntege 
if they were in both orgAnisstions. . The Interim Government was working undm: 
the old eonstitution end, therefore, he suggested that the influence and backing 
they would command as members of the Working Committee would stand them in 
good stead in their dealings with the Vic^-roy and the Secretary of State. 

Mr. Jni Praka$h Narain, opposing the resolution, said the passing of the 
resolution would end a very good tradition built up bv the Congress. Kothiug 
would be farther from the truth than to suggest that these leadera would give up their 
hght for freedom once they joined the Government, but the flgbt for freedom would 
not be carried on with the same vigour if leaders were called upon to conduct it on 
two fronts. If in l9:i7, the Working Committee thought it improper to allow 
members to attempt to serve on two different organisations, he saw no reason why 
that convention should be given up now. As a progressive organisation whion 
should grow from strength to strength, the Congress had to build up a second lino 
of leaders equipped and trained to take the place of older leaders as they vaeat^ 
their place on key organisations. Me was coniideDt that younger men were there 
to shoulder the res^onwibility borne hitherto by the older leaders. 

Mr. Annapurntif/f/ai opposing, said that it was a poor tribute to the organis- 
ing oapaeity of their IcMders to say that the Congress would be unable to till up 
the gap leh by those leaders. Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit .lawaharlal Nehru and 
Haraar Patel had tntiiic<l many leaders in the Congress. There was enough Ulent 
among the rank and tile of the Cougress to fill up the gap. 

Sardar Pratap Stngh, supporting the resolution, said the situation now was 
different from that in 19H7 and there was, therefore, nothing wrong in altering the 
decision taken in that year. Jle was of the view that any attempt to debar 
members of the Interim Government from continning as members of the Working 
ciommittee would produce the impression among the general public that joining the 
Government was something wrong or bad. Buch an impression should, not be 
permitted to spread* 

Mr. Purnhnttam Tricumdas, Opposing, said; '*The Congress is above the 
personalities and I am perfectly certain that in the Congress we have sufficient 
talent to fill the places of these leaders, no doubt with their help for a certain 
amount of time.*’ He punted out that in 1931, when the Congress underwent: a 
transformation with the advent of Gandhiji, h 11 the leaders who to-day were tested 
and tried leaders, were entirely new men. If members of tlie Government were also 
members of the Executive, ho was afraid that being after all human beings, they 
would try to dominate the Congress. 

Master Afota Singh tPunjab), opposing tlie moliition, said: “We cannot tole- 
rate a personality like Pandit Nehru to work in the Interim Government under 
the British King.'* If tlie members of the Working Committee are allowed to be 
mcmber<* of the Grtvemment, it would become a precedent, which would be diffi- 
cult to shake off. The House at this stage sdjourned 

Second Day —New Delhi— 24th September 1346 

After two and a half hours* debate this morning, the A. I. C. C. passed by a 
lArge mAjority Pandit Pant's resolution, permitting members of the Interim Govern- 
ment to be members of the Congress Working Committee. 

One hundred and thirty-five members voted for and 80 against the resolution. 
Mr. Jai Prakash Narain aud other Congress Bocialists were among those who 
opposed resolution. 

Amendments seeking to l^mit the proportion of members who should be on 
the Interim Cavern ment or Provincial Ministries were lost. 

Pandit Nehru said that the result of tlie voting should be taken as a victory 
or defeat. He oongratulated the A. 1. O. C on conducting the debate on sueh a 
high level witho^ft any acrimony. Personally he wonld prefer to be the President 
of the Indian National Congress than he a member of the Interim Government. 
He did not know whether he would hold office two or three months henee. He agreed 
with the SooialisU that the Congress would have to be prepared for a strug^e if 
there would any necessity for one. 

Mahatma Oandhi came to the A. 1. C. C. when Pandit Pant was meving the 
resolution, and he aat on the dais for aome time. Some of the membtra nqurst- 
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cd him to %vmk bnt th« Pictidenl announced Uial Mahatma Gandhi was not 
willing to addicia. 

Ml. DvAcfi Davt opposing, said that the rcaaont which made the Working 
Committee in ViSi debar memben of the Provincial Ministrica from memberahlp 
of exeentiTe bodies of the Oongreea held good in the case of membeit of tite 
Interim GoTexnmcnt who had accepted office only on an experimental baaie. Moreofert 
the task of rooting out corruption would take up all the time of the membeia ot 
the Interim Government and they wouldt thereforct have no lime to devote to the 
Oongieas organisation. He also opposed the resolution because he wanted a 
fresh leadexsbip lo bo generated. , . ^ ^ . 

Syed NaMher Ah said that he had originally thought of moving an amend- 
ment to the effect that ai no time should more than one memlNsr of the Interim 
Government he on the Working Committee. In considering this question, he 
ssid, they would have to consider the question of prinoiplo combined with ex^i- 
eney. \Vhilc there might srisc occasions srhen the A. L C. C. or the WorKing 
Committee would hsvo to issue directions to the Interim Goveruiuent, at the same 
time it wss desirsble that the Working Oommi'ttM* should hsve the benefit of the 
wisdom of veu^rsn Icadors. In the priaeiit stiuaiion in the country, it was desir- 
able that the Interim (tuvertnuent should be completely divorced from the Cong- 
ress orgsiiisation. He stibmitt<‘d that all thes<* cotisidersltona would be met with 
if s few members of the Interim (fovcrnmctit were on the Working CoromUtee| 
with the proviso that the overwhehuing majority iu tlie W^orking Committee would 
be uon-mcmlx'rs of the Interim (lOvt rumen u 

Mr. .4rrttr Mohd. Khan (N. \V. K. P.) sup)>ortiMl the resolution. He disagreed 
with Mr. Jai Prakash Narnin, who bad urged that in considerttig the resolution 
K*rsonalities should not be taken into account. Mr. Khan asked whether it would 
>0 posaiblc to torjifi loaders like Patulit Nehru, Sardar Patel and lladshah Ehan, 


c 

Maulaiia Azad iisd exidaiiied yosletday that it was due to Uic sixty-years struggle 
put up by the i'oiigress diat the Itilertm Govern merit was formed to-day. If the 
formation of the InU*rini (tovernnieni was a success for th< orgsiiisation, then why 
should the loaders who wore in that Goveriimeiii ho prevented from remaining in 
the Working Com mi iUm* ? The i'oiigress could not afford at the prt!setii critical 
time to bo withou'. the guidaiico of the leaders who were in the Interim 


Govern met! t. 

Achtirya Aytpalani, former i Jencral Hecrctnry of the Omgress, declared that 
the Congress Prosiilont must be guided by what was laid down in the ooustitution 
of the Co grtwa and riot by tiio nisolutiou of the A. 1. C\ C. It was a funda- 
mental issue before the House and it had two aspcv.ts, tbi practical |x>iot of view 
and Uie other the theoretical side of it. Considering the qiiivtioii from the point of 
view of principle, it should he noP^d that the Oingress orgaiiisatiou had no other 

{ iriiiciples but those laid clown in the i'oiigress coiisliMitioii. If any new principle 
lacl Ui be incorporated in the coiistiuitioii. then the right course wss to amend the 
constitution. At present Uierc was no such principle which allowed those who 
accepUHl office* lo be debarred from Uie central executive or the I'roviooial commi- 
ttees of the Congress. tSupixising the President waiiied to include a member of the 
Ck>vernnient in his exi^cutive and the A. I. O. 0. was opposed to it, thmi the Presi- 
dent should he guided by the C'oiign^ss constitution and not by a resolution of 
A. I. C. C. He urged the A. 1. C C. not to put itself iu such a position where its 
views would be iguored by the President. 

Mr. Kripalaiii continued: ^*You will say that their guidance will be available as 
invitees ?o the Working Commit te<* meetings. But 1 must say, as so invitee 1 do 
not feel that refifonsibility which I felt as a member of the CJom ittee. You must 
remember tbst these Uaidors iu the Interim Government are busy people and aa 
invitee is not responsible to what extent as a member is responsible. If you make 
them members, then they will have to find time to do the work. Theo their, 
guidance will be more responsible." 

R^emng to the argument that new people should be trained to shoulder the 
rrsponsibtlity, Mr. Kripslsni said that training could not be had in tbe WorkiDjg 
Committee ud it could come only by doing constructive work and field worC 
Any one who desired training should not sisri from the top but from the 
bottom. Mr. Kripslani said that it was his considered view that some of those who 
were in the lotertin Government should also be on tlie Congress Executive. It wao 
true that the members in, the Government would co-operate with the Coiigrcss» hut 
at the same time it would not be doing justice to the Congreie itself to exMude 
tliein.. 
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It might be* Mr. Kripalani eontinned, that leadership might betray the 
oomitry* as had happened in many countnea bat that risk had to be taken. It 
would* hofferer* be unfair and premature to distrust our leaders. He anpporied 
the resoluiion. 

PjiNDiT PaKT*B Reply 

Earlier* Pandit Pant, replying to the debate on his resolution, moved the pre* 
Tioue day» invited the House to nuderstand the ezuct meaning of the reeolotioo be« 
lore voting on it. He made It clear that the resolution was permissive. It merely 
iOUght to remove an obstacle in tbe way of the President choosing, if be wented to 
do to. members of the Interim Gavernmeot ea members of the Working Committee. 
It did not mesn that memliers of tbe Interim Government aaoiild neoeesarily be 
membere of tbe Working Committee. Judging by the number of speskers and the 
Tigour of their words, it looked as if all those who opposed tbe resolution bad spo- 
ken while those wh > had not spoken were in favour of tin resolution (laughter). 

He suggested that the opposition speeches pul forward only one main argu- 
ment, namely, that there was a danger of the Congress losing its revolutionary 
oharaeter by permitting them to take tbe step proj^sed in tbe resolution. That 
argument* he said* was one which could he advanced against prao'ically any prop^ 
•liion. Conatiiutioually. the Prestdeiit of the Congress had tbe right to nominate his 
Working Committee. By electing a Leader as President, we called upon him to shoul- 
der oerUio very heavy responsibilities, and Pandit Pant felt the President would be 
Justified in claiming ireed<im to elect those whom he considered best. Opposition to 
tbe resolution meant expression of an intention to prevent him from making the 
aeleotioii according to his choice, ihat really meant want of confidence in the 
Judgment of the President. 

Further, passing of the resolution would not prevent the leaders concerned from 
choosing to remain in one and not the other organisation. Tbe House had already 
heard Pandit Nehru state that he felt unable to shoulder the responsibility of Pre- 
•ideniship of tbe Congress as well as membership of tbe Interim Government. A 
aimilar decision was open to other Congress leaders to take. Top leaders of tbe 
Congress had been sent into tbe Interim Government because the task they were 
being called ui>on to perform was a great one and because they wielded immense 
influenoa and power in the country. By opposing this resolution* did we wish to 
limit their influence ? These were the men who had brought the Congress to its 

J ^reseot high piMition, and did tbe House wish to reward them by showing lack of 
aith in (hem ? Apart from the blessings of Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Pant continued* 
the mainstay of the Congress High Command was thepreHence of leaders iike Pandit 
Nebru* Maulana Azad, iSardar Patel and Dr. Kajendra Prasad, and if they were 
excluded, what would be the position of the High Command ? Did they wish to 
•aerifloe tbe High Command in order to strengthen tue Interim Government? 

Pandit Pant urged that in tbe Interest of unity of command, it waa 
necessary to ensure that some members of the Interim Government were also iu 
the Workin); Committee, 

Dsclaring that tbe Congreaa leaders now in the Interim Government were tbe 
greatest revolutionaries in the country* Pandit Pant contended that it was their 
exclusion from the Working Committee and not their presence in it that would 
weaken the revolutionary spirit of the Congress. 

Preszdsnt'b Remark 

Before putting tbe reaolution and tbe ameodroenta to vote* Pandit Nehru, 
Preaident. made a few observationa on the debate, which he thought bad been of a 
high order, aud aaid that the five members of tbe Congress Working Committee* 
who were in the Interim Government now* would be ready to resign from either 
organisation at any time tbe House wished. He and his four colleagues were in 
the Interim Government not for personal honour ; they were there at the command 
of Oongreameu ; in fact, if tbe choice was left to him and bis colleagues* he waa 
•are they would prefer memberabip of the Congress Working Committee to mem- 
bership of the Interim Government (Cheers). **Per80iislty* I would like to conti- 
nue ae President of the Oougresa rather than become a member of the Qoverdment’% 
(Renewed Cheers). But, sometimea, they were called upon to do things that gave 
no personal pleasure but had to be undertaken as a duty. 

Keferriog to Munsbi Ahmed Din's eouteotion that Independence could not be 
achieved without a revolutiou* Pandit Nehra asked ; '*If we have not worked for 
revolution all these twenty-five years* then what have we been doing ? Have we 
been waating time in a boottese errand T Are we in tbe Interim Government be* 
oause of the vioeioy’i hJntJneiM T Wo nre thoif by right and by oar atroiifiUi* 
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pmom to try oar atmoti to om»oi^ the people of Cejloo eod tbe Qofemmeot 
of OifflOB ia o friendly meoner/* 

The OoBiinooireeltli Relntiono Depertment bee provided trenepori lor 2l/X)0 
Hei pflgrime from Indie end eflbru ere eontinaioe for tbe provieioo of treoeport 
lor four or five thooeend more. 

Fbbbdoii for all Pboplbb 

*Tn the epbere of Foreign Afieire, Indie will follow en iodependent policy* 
keepioR ewey from tbe power poliiiei of groops eligned one •giiiivt enotber/' eeid 
Peodit Nehra. He eddM tbet Indie nilt opbotd the principle of freedom for depen- 
dent peoplee end will oppoee reeiel dieeriminetion wherever it mey occur. She 
will work with other peeceloving netione for interiietionel co-operetion end goodwill 
without ezploitetion of one notion by enotber. 

Pendit Nebro continued : It ie neceeeery tbet» with the etteinment of her full 
Intemetionel •tetue, indie ehould eeteblieh contect with ell tbe greet netione of tbe 
world end thet her reletione with neighbouring countriee in Aeie ehould become 
•till eloeer. Towerde tble end it ie proj^sed to de%petch e Godwill Mieeion to the 
Middle £^et end to eitebllih contecte. which will in the first intence be informel, 
with ooun tries of both Western end Eestern Europe. It is elso proposed to stetion 
en Indien Consul et Bengkok end e Vice-Oonsiil et Seigon In tbe neer future. 

So fer es her neer neighbours ere concerned. Indie will wetch with close 
Interest the development of events In Palestine* Iren, Indonesie, Chine, Stem end 
Indo-Chlne, es well es in the foreign poeseseions in Indie itself, with every sym- 
pethy with the espiretions of tbe peoples of internel peece, freedom (where they 
leek it) end of their due piece in tbe comity of netione. 

**With the U. 8. A. end Chine, Indie eireedy has e form of diplomatic contect. 
The relations thus eireedy ezieiing will, it is ho|ied, shortly be strengthened by the 
ezohenge of representations on en independent diplomatic footing. 

Rbprebrntation Abroad 

‘The first step necessery for Indie’s seperste representation abroad is the cres- 
Uon of an Indian Foreign Service to men diplomatic* consular and commercial 
posts in foreign countries es well es countries in tbe British Empire. Plans have 
already been drawn up for the creation of this service and for the recruitment and 
training of Ita members, and it is hoped that these will ahortly be placed before 
the Cabinet for approval. Tbe implementation of these plans must, however, take 
e little time because of the prscticsl issues involved. It is s relatively simple 
matter to recruit young men to a aervice, train them and appoint them to junior 
popti from which they may gradually work their way up. But it is estimated that 
we ehell require over three hundred |>ereoDs to man posia from the top-most grade 
down to the loweat, while the number of Indian ofhoiala possessing the requiaiie 
ezperlenoe ia barely a aizth of that number. Recruitment will, therefore have to be 
■preed over peraone in eeveral difierent age groups, and the ezperience and quali- 
fioetiona of each candidate will have to be taken into account not only in judging 
hfa iultebility for tbe eervioe* but, after eelectiou, in deciding what further training, 
If any, be ehould undergo. 

’’The period of India’s sppsrste representstion sbrosd must begin with 
the beat msterial available and care will be taken to ensure that persona 
In fll walks of life who possesa tbe requisite qualificatione are able 
to offer themeelvea for eeleotion. The training of the older 
seorulte will necessarily be brief, because they will be required to take up appoint- 
ments as soon as possible : but it is intended that new recruits should receive in- 
•traotlon In such aubjeota as economics, world history, international affairs and 
loreigD languages, and to spend s part of their training period at a foreign univer- 
sity. Other matters of detail, such as salaries and allowances, tbe syllabus of the 
snttanM ezaminstion, are still under consideration. 

**At present there are Indian Diplomatic ofBoiala in the U. 8. A, and China, 
High Commiasionere in Australia and South Africa (the last being at present in 
India), repreesotatives In Burma, Ceylon and Malaya and Trade Commieaioners in 
several ooantrlss. With tbe creation of the new service* the ezisting posts will be 
strsiigtheaed end nsw onee opened. It will be necessary to work out s aystem of 
priorities, but obvionsly tbe first oonsiderstion must be given to countriee with which 
we slresdy hsve oontsets 'sod to onr neighbours in the Eset se wall ss in 
the Wsst.*^ 

ASSUEANOI to FteHTfZR Tribumbh 

Desling with the North-West Frontisr policy, Psndit Nehru said: "Tbs Gov- 
immsDt propose si soon as prsoliesbie to szsmius in consultsUon with all tbs Ik* 
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im 


teMit 00004”^^ problem of the irlbil erete of the North- Weel Frontier. 
The oiMMtioi* ^ All-ltidie tmiioneiice, for the tribee ere the guerdlene of 

the Dorthem doorwey to Indie end the ceeority end well-beinit of there ereeo ii» 
thmIbrcL e definite lector in the defence of ihi» eountry. 

ehottid Hhe to meke it quite eleer thet in reviewinfc the problem there ie 
no intaotion wheterer of depririnit the trtbee of their exietinit freedom ebieh th^ 
here defended to seelouely end veliently fur meny yeem ; eiill IfM to impoee eny 
•okeme on them OKrinet their nitl. It followe thet the Uoveriinient*e epproeeh to 
the problem will be eeMntielly e friendly one reeking in co*operetion end con- 
■ulutlou with the trtbee weye end meene of eolring their economic didiciiltlee, 
promoting their welfere gencretiy end bringing them into e heppy end mutuelly 
beneficiel noeocietioii with their ncighbonre in <he eettied dietricte. 

*T here eeid tb«t the queetioii ie one of All-Ittdie importenee. Ho it ie. lint 
there ie e wider eepeet to it then thie. *lhe tribel ereee of the North* Writ Frontier 
lie elong en inUrnettonel frontier— the frontier which difidee Indie from iu friendly 
neighbour, Afgeiiieun. From ihie eitnetion erieee en interiieiional obligetion. for 
oar friend the Afgene, look to ne to preserve t»eecu end order in the tribel ereee 
in the intercete of the trenquillity of ibctr own i^tuntry. I1iey mey reet eeeured 
thet in seeking n new epproeob to the problem the fullett rcgerd will be peid to 
obligetion e.'* 

Peudit Nehru referred to the eppHceiion of reforme to HehiebisteD. He enid: 
*Tt will fell to iho Conetitueiit Aetfembiy, in coueulietion with the intereete roii- 
oerned, to decide in what way Saluchiatan will enter the new Indian body poMtle 
end bow the Balurbiatan of the future will Ito adminiaU^red. But In view of 
eomperetive back ward ncee of political development tti Balnebiaian, ihn Government 
ere already conaidering the qiH*«tion of fortiung aa eooii aa practicable an Adviiory 
Council drawn from rcpreaiuitalive inatiiutnina and orgaiiiaaiiona in Baluchtatan to 
etaict the Agent to the Uovernor-t General. 'ihia*wotild be a preliminary to the intro- 
duction of a fuller deiaocratie ayatem of adminiairation. It ia the intention of the 
Government to conatiU at every atage tlu* wiabea of the iuhabtUtUe of Baluchieuii 
end not to ignore auch tndigciioua tiiatitiitiuna aa the tribal iirgaa, it may Im 
neoeaaery in view of local coiiditiuna and the wiahea of the people there to modify 
the pettern of democratic iuatitutiona which may come into being in the reet of 
Indie. 

India and U. N. 


Pandit Nehru cniiiuued, ^'Towarda the United Nationa Organtaation, Indie'e ' 

attitude ia that of whole-hearted co*o{»eratlon and unreaerved adherence, in both apiHt 
end letter, to the Charter gi verniog it. To that end. India will participate fully 
In ita varioua activiiii^ and endeavour to play that role in ita ooiineila to which 
her geographical iKMiiioii, po iulatiim and CsUitriUiitiuii toaarda peaceful progreae 
eutiile her. In particular, the Indian Delegation will make it drar that India eteoda 
for the independence of all colonial and dcpeudeiii i^eoplea and their full right to 
aelf-determ in ation . 

“India'a Delegation to the forthcoming General Aaaembly of the United 
Nationa ia not y«*t complete, but iiivitatiuna to join it have elready iieen 

•eeepted by Bin. Vijaya Lakabmi Panditf Nawab All Yawar Jung, Mr. Jualiea 

Ohagla. Mr. Frank Antliony, Mr. K. P. H. Menon and Mr. B. M. 

Deabmukh. Attached to the delegation will be a atrong and repreaentative body of 
adviaera. 

**The most imi^rtaut item on the agenda from Indla'a point of 
Tiew ia the eaae agaiuat Houth Africa. It ia underatood that South Africa will 
contend that the matter if not within ttie juriadiction of the General Aaiembly aa 
It ia ecaantially one of domeatic iurifdiction. With ihia couiemion the Governmeiit 
of India do not agree, in their view the treatment of Indiana in South Africa ia 
fnndamen tally a moral and human iaaue which, in view of the *purpoaea’ and 
*priociplea’ to clearly elated in the Charter of the United Nationa, the Geneml 
Aeaembly cannot diaregard. 

‘*A furtber imporunt matter will be that of the new international tmateeahip 
ayetem. The Indian Delegation will atreea the point that aovereignty evarywhere 

veata in the people of a country. If for any reaaun immediate indepcodeooe fk not 

leaeible» then India would not ob)ect to Ute territory being placed under United 

Natione tmateeahip for a limited period. The attitude of the Megailon will be tbnl 

oB Aelane and the people of dependent eouniriee eland together lor freedom and foe 
wiocIpntloofM foreign cootrM, ne tbta la the only wny to bring nboat worM 
penoi end piogieii. 
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South Afeioa 18Bub 

^'Another item of ioiporUoeo ooDcoro« (ho Untou of Sooth Afrieo't jrith lo obiorb 
Iho moodoted torritory of South- West Alrtes« This propositioD liidis’s I>eleKstioo will 
oppose on e point of prluotple ; the GoTeriiment of iiiain consider tbnt SDnezntioo of 
mnndAted territorj would be loodameoullT opposed to the conception of namndates 
and trusteeship and that sovereignty resides uUimately in the people of a terntfMryt 
whose wishes and lnt?resu are paramount. The correct course, in their view, 
would be for South-west Africa to be placed first under the trusteeship of the 
Trusteeship Oouocil and General Assembly of the United Nations and then to 
ooosider its future. 

Two Items on the agenda have to do with the privilege of veto enjoyed by the 
five Great Powers in the heburity Council or ss those ooun tries prefer to term It, 
*lhe rule of Greet power unanimity.' The attitude of the Delegntion towards thia 
eoutroversisl issue will be that, although on principle, India cannot like such an 
essentially uudemocratio provision in the Ohsrteri she aitsches the greatest im- 
portsuoe to the oontinusnoe of Great Power unanimity and co-operation within the 
framework of tho United Nationa and would do nothing to prejudice that 
position. 

Paris Peace CoNrBRBNCE 

Speaking on the Paris Peace Conference, Pandit Nehru said, ‘'Progress in the 
conference now in seesion in f^aris to decide terms of peace with Itsly, Kumania, 
Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland hat been regrettably but perhaps unilerstsudably 
slow. ludis*s delegation has, wherever possible, followed an independent line of 
fair compromise, and baa supported those proposals which seemed to offer the 
soitttiou must generally equitable. 'Ihe delegation has throughout borne clearly in 
mind the humanitarian aspect of each problem conironting the conference. 

“For two resaona India haa relrained from presenting a formal claim for 
reparationa from Italy : first, because she had no wish to reduce the amount of 
reparatioua available lor distribiitiun to countries whose clsims msy be entitled to 
priority of considersiion, and second, because she preferred not to add to that heavy 
burden which Italy must carry up the steep hill towsrds economic recovery. The 
delegation hss, however, reserved the right to utilise Italian asaeta in India towards 
liquidating Indian nationals* claims to compensation for damage sriaing out of the 
War, and lor meeting in part certain other claims. 

“India's concern in the future of the ez-ltslian colonies in Africa has been 
'made fully appsreot. Uiscussiou on thia issue ended yeeierdsy, end a position lu 
which India will be consulted before any final decision it taken, is assured. 

'*As regards the poaitiou of Indians in Fast Africa, the immigration Billa intro- 
duced in the Legiaiaiurea of three of the Fast African colonies had caused a great 
deal of appreheuaion, both in India and among Indiana in thoae coioniea. The 
delegation headed by Kaja Hir Maharaj Biugli contacted the people there— Indians, 
Africans, Europeans and others— and the Government of India was awaiting ita 
reporu*’ 

NSBRU TO VlBlT ObYLON 

“Unfortunately there has been for some time past a kind of impasse with 
regsrd to our relations with Oeylou’*, said Pandit Nehru. “Many things have 
happened there in recent monitie or yeari for the matter ol that which 
have agitated Indian opinion a great deal. But we have tried our utmoat, and we 

S Kipose to continue trying, to approach the people of Ceylon and the Ceylon 
overnment in a friendly manner because it is ioevitsbie thst the Ceylon and 
India must pull together in future and we do not want a trace of bad blood 
between us." Pandit Nebru said that he would make every effort to go to Ceylon but 
he could nut yet aay definitely when he would be able to go. 

Pandit Nehru welcomed me proposed formaiiou of a new Government in Burma 
under Maj.-Gen. Aung ban. '*We welcome It from many pointa of view, firet of all in 
the hope mat thia will lead rapidly to the freedom and independence of Burma. And 
secondly, wo not only hope but expect mat the relations between our Government 
and me new Burmese Uoverument will be friendly and cordial*', he said. 

J Ee ezpreaaed gratitude to the new Governor of Burma for the withdrawal ol 
n trtala that were proceeding againat Indiana there. 

Couditiona in Malaya were none too good, declared Pandit Nehru. The 
Mission sent by the Government and me Congress Mission bad returned after doing 
very good work. The Goverumeut of India had ao far aent Ba, lO lakha to give 
leUtd to indigent Indians. 
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Haj Faciutob 

Th§ Eslerod Aff«irt D«pArtiii«ut bAd profidad for 2«000 Ha] pilfcrima irom 
ladiA bat 4.000 or 5*000 mor9 people were vrAiting to ico. Sinee be took ob«r|re» 
•dditiottel efforte were mede to »f)cure ebippiii||; end il wee hoped that one more ehip 
wblob ooold eceamniodAte 1,200 >r 1.510 pilKrimet might be erelteble. Home bed eieo 
been eeol bj etr. Hie Depertmenl bed eppmted to the Amerioeo tuthoriliee to 
•apply ebipping if they could end they bed been good enough to eey that they 
woold do their atmoet bat be did not koow whether they would eocceed. 

Pi. Nehru on Relations with Asian Nations 

^'Obfiottily in the future we here to do two thloge; drat to here s mueh 
larger number of dmlomette repreeenUilvee end eeooodly, to deal with them 
directly. Neturelly, ofieu enough we ehell inform Hie Mujeety*# Gorernmeot of 
whet we heve done, but the point ie the! dtretnion end edviee will go from here 
end not from the Koreign Office in Ijondoo," vsid Pamist Jawahariai AMru, 
Minister for Ketcrnel Afr4ire, eddreeeing e Free* Oonferenoe et New ilelbl oo the 
25th. September. 

*^Vve hope fetrly eotin to here reenUr diplomeiio repreeentetiree In tome 
countriee. prob«bly befinoing w|ih the U. end 0)»ine. Wo here Agetite*Generel 
in Ncnking mud VVeehtiigion end eo we h«v« contectM which we cen devetopi. We 
cen give them e higher »t«tiie end h«re difcot reUtione with the Okivernmenu. We 
should like the eeme type of relettoni with KuAete, but for the moment we here 
none end we heve to eiplore, t <.Tc«tigete end then eetehluh it efter ooneiilieiien 
with the Hoviet Government. We certntnly wfint to develop those reUtioiie from 
erory punt of view, be<*etiee, ep^rt from Uoeeie'e tntrineio imtmrunce in world 
efTAire to-day, th*f ^ovlet Union oiir neighbour, eitd it ie el ways deairAbte to have 
ueighlK>nrty relatioiia with n««igbhoiira/* 

A«>k**d what the atatua of n prenentativee would be irt Nanking and Waabingtosi 
Pendit Nrhrti aeid that the deatgnetton had not been finally aettled, but it might 
very well he Arnbaetiedor. 

Tiie Gove fim«*iit of India would informally contact the varioua countriee of 
Europe, including, of c iiiree. Pr irice. end find out esactly what kind of repreaenta- 
tivea they would like to ctchaiige with ua. Thla appliea alao to Kiiaeie and the 
varioua countries of A»ia. Government intend to sand a go.>d*will mieeion to the 
Middle K«ati*ro oounlriea— yr>t, Iran, Ireu— not with e view to conveying any 
special political ro^«*sage of goodwill end frtenulincea end onr deaire to have oloaer 
reUtuiiia. diinoraetic and cultural. ''We lio)ia we ehell be able to get Mauleiie Abnl 
Kalem Asad to lead it," he aei<). The peraonnel of the Miaaion to Europe had not 
^ei been rhooaen bi:t it waa hniied that one of the |>eraOfis who would help ua in 
tbie matter would i>e Mr. Krishna M«*noii (Preaid«»nt of the India Ijeague, l^oiidon). 

He did lint know whether Mr. Meiion would go to Rjuisie. That would depend 
upon errengemenia to be made later. 

Asked whether the Government of Indie InUDded tending other Indian women 
to interneiitinel confcrencee ea they were aending Mrs. Pandit to the UNO General 
Aaeembty, Pandit Nehru taid: **We will be very glad to tend them not only to 
tbeee ioternattoual cooferencee but to apiioint them lusrroenently oa Miniatere and 
AmbeSiidora.*' 

Hkih CoMMie^iONBsV OiTiCB IS LasDoir 
Referring to the High Oumm taioncr'a office in Loodoiit Pandit Nehru eaid that to 
tor, it bardiv dealt with poliitcal mature. It wea mainly eoricerned with pav* 
peoaiona end aoma other odd Joba but obvioualv in the changed eiroumatancea tfate 
office, by whatever name it wea celled, wae likely to be much more Important then 
it had been In the peat. 

Asked whether ha foresaw any contingency in which Indle'e policy would be 
directly oppoeed to that of greet Britain in interniiionel conferences, Pendit Nehrn 
laid: "Even in the peat to eoni') extent^ Indie hee voted ogeiiial a Briliab propoi^. 
That bee happened end it ie quite ooiicelveblc that menv such ocoeeloua may ariee. 
Nalareliy, India in any ioteruKtional conference nr elsewhere goee there not to 
qaerrel with people but to get tninge done ee far ee poaaible in thrir own way, Il 
ie not always poeeible to get one's way in theee internarionel coiiferenere and as you 
see, there ere all nenoer of groupings and pulls in different dtrecUone and an iaaoa 
which eeeme qaito simple la not so eimple bresuee tbe background la very diffieult 
but oeesiioua may arioe wheu India msy be oppoaed to the foreigo policy of ogs 
soofthry, ladiidiag EoglsaA** 
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P^odU Nehra expUioed that H the oev GoYernment had wanted to change the 
pereonnel of the Delegation to the Parie Conference it could certainly baye done eo, 
but thiege being what they were at the Conference, it did not think it worth while 
in the laet etagee to make any ehangee. '*But whocYcr the delegatfc or repreeen- 
tatiyee are and wbateyer their preyioue backgroanda may be, obyioueiy they haye to 
earry out inetructione becanee amend men ta eomc up suddenly and in large numbers, 
and It is not easy to keep peace with them. The* they bave to exercise their die- 
eretloo within the larger instructions sent to them.** 

Afpouttmert of Ambabsadoeb 

Pandit Nebrn said that the term of office of ihose who represented India in 
yarlous countries bad expired or was on the point of expiring and the question of 
fresh appointments was before Government. 

He replied in the affirmative to a question whether the status of diplomatic 
represcutatiyes would be reciprocal. If we sent an Ambassador to Washington or 
Nanking, they would also send an Ambassador to New Delhi. The Australian 
Minister for Foreign Affiiirs had informally indicated to the Government of India 
that the Australian Government would be happy to raise the status of Australisn 
High Commissioner hereto that of a Minister. Naturally tbit meant that our re- 
presentative in Australia would also become a Minister. 

Aeked whether India would function air international conferences ae one bloc 
with the Commonwealth countries. Pandit Nehru said, **We are not going to 
function ]ust ae a bloc in the sense that we must follow whichever way the bloc goes. 
We ehall confer with them. Wc shall trv to get them round to our vfew-poinU 
When we do not succeed, we shell differ end go our way.‘* 

In the past, enid rniidit Nehru, the Indian delegates functioned very much 
like a kind of camp followers of the British Delegation. About fifteen or twenty 
years ago they were prsciicslly appointed by the Secretary of State in consultation 
with the Government of India or vice versa, that practice bad been gradually 
fading oiTt although it did exist. He believed that it was growing more common at 
these coiitereiices for the Indian delegates to confer occasionally with representatives 
from Asisn countries, beesuse they felt that Asia had certain interests which they 
should protect all together. Normally speaking, Asia’s representation on iiiternational 
conferences, bodies and com missions was very poor compared to Europe’s. When- 
ever such a mstter arose which was an Asian question, they sll held together, may 
be with other countries like Egypt. 

Support to Indonesian Republic 

Pandit Nehru said It was a very well known fact that we were 100 per cent in 
sympathy with the Indonesian Republic. "We want them to win through and esta- 
blish their freedom in fndoneeia, and we should like to help and support them in 
every way in their task. We have not recognised the Indonesia, and we should like 
to help and support them in every way in their task. We bave not recognised the 
Indonesian Republic in the formal sense that nations recogniKe other nations, but io 
practice we recognise it”. 

It was conceivable, be said, that our views in regard to this matter or in 
regard to Iran were not exactly the same as the British Government’s. *'Our interes- 
ts may not be the same. We have no interest in policing other countries’ affairs. 
The British Empire being a very spread-out organism obviously bae all manner of 
Interests with which we may not he concerned, in fact we might be apprehensive 
of being dragged into other people's quarris. We do not want that to happen. 
All these matters are in a transitional etage. What we are aiming at it quite clear ; 
what we can or we may do tomorrow is not quite so clear." 

Aeked to what extent his department would be in a position to work towards 
the withdrawal of British troopa from countries to which the British bad sent them* 
Pandit Nehru said, *‘We are entirely opposed to policing other countries* and more 
especially opposed to the use of any Indian resources, men or money, in opposition 
to the national movement in any other countiy. We should like to bave all our 
Indian troopa back* in India, wherever they may be. We have been assured that 
this process is going on. It seems to ua that it has tsken longer than it need bave 
done hot the principle Is admitted that they must come back. For Instance, from 
Indonesia many have come back. A fair number still remain there, but we are told 
that all of them will be back by the end of November. Apart from the question of 
•hipping whenever the question of tnxm comes in, one hsB to deal with oomplleatcd 
and rather static organisms like War Offices.** 

In paiBlngi Pandit Nehru mentioned that the military antboritieB in Java 
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iUi IM4 icl?e uroper fMilUiM for tho ttoosport of Indoaotitn rioo ollOQOlid lo lodio* 
** Wo luiTO uk«o op o Tory olrong line io regerd to that mottor** bt told. 

**The kornoi ot oar policy,** eoid Peodit Nohru. **i« the ondiog of eolooioliom 
oil of«r Aeio, or for what matter in Africa or alaewhare. and racial equality, or, I 
ahoald toy. equality of opportaoity for all racee, no legal bar, ate. and the ead ot 
domloatioii or ezplotlatioo of om nation by another.** 

Replying to another queetiA Pandit Nehru eaid that ultimately our fforeaeata " 
live In London, whether he wae called Ambaaaador or by whatever other deaignatloii. 
would deal with ludia'a relationa with England dircetlT. The India Office wae bottua 
to be liquidated anyhow. Exactly when It would be liquidated he could not aay. 

India would follow a very friendly policy towarde Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim, 
eald Pandit Nehru. In reply to a further queation about Nepal he aald, **Ne|)al le 
an independent country ao far aa we are coucerned. If in future Nepal ehooaM to 
havq^aome kind of oloaer union with India, we ahall welcome it,*' 

Queationed whether the eppointment of a Miniateror Ambaaaador to Ohina or 
the if. S. A. would take place iu the near future. Pandit Nehru eaid, **1 ehould aay 
it might well take place wtihto the oexi two or three mouthe or eoooer.*** 

FKONTiga Bombing 

Ae regarda the reeent Yumbing operatlnna m the North* Weet Frontier, Pandll 
Nehru eaid he believed tiiat the North-Weat Frontier Province Minieiry did not 
know eiiythlrig about them till about the end of Auguat. When he look eherge on 
September ‘J in effect largely the o|wrationa had more or leea concluded. For the 
6rat three or four daye. till September 6 or ao, he did not know anything nbont 
them. ‘*When 1 heard of thia bombing 1 waa terribly worried beoauee it wee an 
urgent and vital matter, but aa that ended, we got aome leiaure to think about It 
and we are thinking al>oui it end i liO|*e, may Y>e early next month, to pey a ehorl 
viait to theae tribal areas myaelf to m*^ei the |>ei)ple chiefly concerned, tuet ia, the 
Governor, the tribal people and the Frontier Provincial Government and then come 
back here end in cnnaiiltation with othera to lay down aome general line ot policy 
which could be diacuaaeii by their Cabinet** 

Pandit Nehru added: We ahall seek the good offi'^ea of Khan Abdul Ghaffiir 
Khan and, in fact, I hope to have him with roe." 

Pendti Nehru pointed out that the fioaiiive policy that we had got to pureue 
in the tribal ereaa would atao defend on certain external factore like Afgenlatao, 
becauae naturally anything done in lYie Frontier afft'cted Afghaulatati. llie metier 
waa very complicated. Dn the one hand, the t>eople of the Frontier for verloue rea* 
eona, econoinic or other, aoroeiimea indulged in raida, kidnapping and killing people 
end thia kind of thing could not be tolerated. On the other hand, our epproaoh 
to the queation ought U> be aa friendly aa poiaibtc but alao aa firm ee poaaible. The 
fundamental thing waa that we could not poaaibly go on Juat in the wey we had 
been going on. Behind all thia, probably, waa the economic background it mineral 
reaouroee were available in the tribal areaa*-*hc did not yet know whatber they 
exiated— *we might devolop them. We might develop hoaiutala, aohoola end the reel. 
He thought that the apeuding of e large amount of money, aa done in the paet ae 
eome kind of bril>e or huah money, waa not a good way of producing a right 
peychology in a i^eople. That money, he would atill like to go to theee Frontier er* 
eaa, aa without it, there might be a crimni but would like it to go in for oonitruetive 
efiortt which would raiae their aiandards, give them new employment. 

RRPOBMU IH liALUCUlirrAM 

Referring to the Advteory Council euggeeted for Baluchletan prellmtoery to the 
introduction of e fuller democratic ayatem of ndniioiatration. Pandit Nwrn aafd 
that he did not know BeluchiaUn aiitficieotly, but the three organieationa he had 
heard and therefore a^geeted were the Anjuman-eoWatan, the Muatim l.ieegae aod 
the Jamiat‘Ul*Uleme. Tbit courae wae auggeated in view of the feet that it would 
have taken eix or eight moutha to prepare electoral rolla. **Oonatitoiionelly it will 
be an adviaory body, but io practice we hope it will be much more. We cannot 
enddenly change the oooatitutton,** he eetd. 

Referring to the proposed Indian Uelegatioo to the UNO, Pandit Nehru eaid 
that originally Government bad invited Syed Raxa Alt and Pandit Uridaya Nalh 
Kunsm. Neither of them wae able to accept. Later, Mr. Neogy wee Invited and 
he eoeeptad. but during the last few days he had informed him *bat ha wooid be itaa* 
hie to go owing to more or leee domestic reasons. *'W6 have to aaod a maximum of 
8ve delegatee end a fairly large number of officcra, aome of whom may ha altaroata 
delegatea. Bo, ia efTeet, we have la find poeelbly one more peraoii ee a delega t e, Wo 
iMtfe got two or three peraooe la view," 
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Am r«Kftidt ff»r»igo potumions io IndUi, Ptodit Nebra drew atteniion to tha dw- 
•laratloo by tbe Governor of Freneb indtn that be would abide by the deciatoo of 
the inhabiuinU of French India about their future, and aaid: **There ie no difficulty 
•bout French India aa far aa 1 can aee. There la at preaent a difficulty about Portu- 
gueae India, which I regret to aay ie In a deplorable condiiion at the prevent moment 
and for aome time paaU Now obviouety tbie atate oLvff4ira cannot continue long in 
Goa. It la bad for Goa and bad lor people roauil Goa, but for the moment. I am 
not aware of any Governmental action about to be takeot beeauae obvionaly although 
it lea email bit of India* it raieev international iaaue. If an international ivvue cornea in 
our way we will have to deal with it, but for the preaent we have ao many big problema 
to deal with, that an iaaue which might reaolve itoelf need not be raiaed by ua aa 
Government.*’ 

The Coneervative Conference at Blackpool 

While corivereatioQi were going on in New Delhi ainee early in October 1946* 
between the Viceroy, the Muelim League aud the Oongreaa to find avenuea for the 
entry of the Mualim League In the Interim Government, the debate on India 
provided tbe Coneervative Oofiferenoe at Blackpool (h^ngland) on tbe 4th October 
with a dramatic epiaode when Mr. Dougina Heed, one of tbe Delegatee who recently 
returned from India* where be bad been for atx years a member of the Madras 
Leglelature* described tbe Oonaervative official rear>lunoii on India aa having a taint 
of patronage and eupertority which took away any effectiv^Deaa that it might have. 
He said that **Cbe Ooneervattve Party to-day huted India.'* 

Hie apeech following one from Earl Wintertori and another from Captain 
Gammons, Member of Parliament was beard in silence. Mr Keed throwing away 
hia prepared speech said that he knew that be was going to get tuto trouble lor 
what he had aaid, but he had to say it. 

Former Under-tieoretary for India, Mr. R. 4. Butler^ who followed, aaid that 
he did not uuderetand or agree with what Mr. Keed had aaldi but Mr, Butler's 
opening waa almoat drowned by the applause tbe delegates gave Mr. Reed. 

Moving a resolution affirming that it waa the duty of British Parliament 
to mike eure that in any eetilemeut, the righta of minoriiieH and the Htatea should 
be effectively aafe-guarded and tbe ^British Miaaion" in India honourably diecliarged, 
Ea/rl Winterton said that it waa the ineecapable duty laid upon British Parliameut that 
they must be prepared not to sacrifice the welfare of tbe minorities io India. In 
the official resolution there wss no iiitentiou of enforcing a policy of divide and rule 
in India. The only time In the history of India wbeu ihe country bad been uiiit^ 
had been wbeu it was under British rule. There must be no dominant uuitad Oon- 
gresa rule. There is a tremendous danger to be avoided— that is, the use of British 
troops as hired mercenaries in preventing oommuual conflict in India. 

^Why has Pandit Nehru been so silent about tbe withdrawal of British troops from 
India ? It is because be wants them to be used in quelling communal disturbaocee 
—to be used by an Indian Government over which Wnitehall had no control?** 

**OoNGBB8B A Minority" 

Captain Gammons said that uuder 150 years of British rule in India there had 
been freedom fro u outside aggression and from internal anarchy. India had enjoyed 
three of the four freedoms of the Atlantic Charter— freedom from fear, freedom of 
•peeoh aud freedom of conscience, 

**Uow long is that going to oontioue when the Union Jack is hauled down at 
New Delhi ?** he asked. 

"The eetilemeut arrived at ie not a settlement by agreement but achieved by 
•outtling from our reeponaibilitiee. We have uot handed power to the majority 
party in the whole of India. 

**We are handing power over to men who were prepared to stab us in tbe back 
at a time when we and tbe Allies, in faot the whole cause of freedom, were in great 
danger. Oaptaio Gammona added that tbe Conservatives supported self-government for 
India If it was based on the will of the Indian people as « whole, but with 
the naoeeeary safeguaede for the great Indian minorities aud the Prince. 

Mb. Krbd Dibaqkebs 

It wae at this atege that Mr. Head waa called upon to apeak. He began by 
aaying: *T came home from India four mouthe ago and I am in diaagreemant with 
what I have heard. I have been years in India and for six aa membei of legie* 
lature. 1 am proud of my association with the Indian fieople. This resolution you 
are asking ua to pate will not, aa a pioua hope, do much harm. It ie in keeping 
with the previoue poiioy which hae uot been wroag bat it has a taint of patconnga 
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Md Mperioritir whieh tota Awtj It* aiid will offwd mil 

ladki peopi^" When Mr. Heed iMlded: **ln iodii io*dft^ iheii b preil hilrtd Of thi 
CootiTTitive Ptrty,** ihere were criee of dimnt. 

*niiil ie Irov," reported Mr. Rred. **rhet ie e feel end, what le mom iBm it 
fcreol love for the Leboor Partj which te held In efTeeiton.*' 

Amid KTOv'InK oriee of dieeriii, Mr. Reed went on: *'l tell you. It ii Irno. 
WlKme iaalt it ie. ie not for mtf to mj. ne a Kood Oonaerraiire 1 do not Him 
haeinic to aaj is but It ie my duty alao to pay a great tribute to the mainiOoent 
work of Lord Wafelt and Field Marihal Aurhinleek* 

Mr. Reed oontinued: * For the llret time in onr hietciry we hare two great 
Britone who are trueied by the people of India and who are doins their terrihe 
Job grandly.** Mr. R«*ed then dropped the notee from which he wae epfaking and eaid: 
**it ia 00 good, 1 ehall bare to tell you what 1 know. I cannot make a eet epecch. 
There ia nothing wrong with the Oongreaa Parly of India. It etenda lor liberty 
and democracy." There wae ahouta of proteeL 

**Yee it doea," replied Mr. Reed. hare to tell yon theae Uiinga, whether yon 
like them or not, bccauee they are trne. I know theae people. 1 know the Ire- 
meodona work of the Indian Cir it Servicea. 1 here are only (Ire hundred buropeeoe 
there and whatever faulta ihejf have, they work like martyri and we moat be rwn 
careful III our attitude to realiae that thia aort of ulk, thgt we have heard hen, m 
not going to do them nr ua any good. 

**lt ia no good talking like that about what I think and believe, will he a Ipiat 
dominion, and do not lorget we made it and ia going to be well worthy of ue.*^ 

He then referrrd to the othcial veraion aaying that there were three pointi 
in it-->the firat referring to India l^etiig within the llriiiah Commonwealth. '*1 
believe they will auy in/* he eaid. do not forget what haa been aaid here thie 

morning ia not going to help to keep them in and they are free to go their own way 
and they are goiqg to aay to you. We will do what we like.** At far ai aafrguarda 
for the minor! tiea were concerned and iiegotiatioiia with the Mualim League, hi 
believed they would, in apite of all, be aueceaafal. 

*4 know of another great minority, the Anglo*Indiant who with their gmt 
leader Mr. Frank Anthony, have done their beat to go with ua. but have now decided 
that their future liea with the Indian people. 

The aort of reaoliition I would have liked to have aaeo thie morning la one 
whieh doea not forget that we owe India 1,000,(XX).(HX). 

**One doea not forget that India ia adopting our demoeratio government, onr 
•yateroa of law, educaiioti and medictae and it ia a country where life ia baaM on 
family life. 1 am proud of what me have done in India and I think our motion 
ibould aay that we reaolve to give every aaaiatanee to the people of India aa they 
may deaire in working out their own future. They need our help tonief more 
than ever.'* For the later part of hit aiwech, Mr. Reed wee liateoed to in alienee bat 
the delegatee did not reetrain their applauee for hla apeceb. 

Mr. J^, A. Butler got up immediately to apeak on the iobject, but hie Opening 
phraae wae drowned by the ciapptnga for Mr. Kced. 

Mr. K. A. Butler aaid that he could not follow Mr. Reed*a argument. He 
(Mr. Butler) wae not reaponaible for the terma of the resolution. He bad oonatanlly 
advocated acif-governmeot for India and had fought for it. 

**He proposed to go on with it" whatever Mr. Reed might aay. 

The Conservatives bad a moral position aa bad the Indian leaders. Tbfa hid 
been eet out by the last Government. I'bia waa that India ahould have the 
right to frame its own future destiny on the understanding that the ulilmate ahapa 
government arrived at represented the main elements in India's national life. 

The whole weight of the Conservative Party should bo put behind the fulfil* 
mint of this objective. Me woo sorry that the eeeond part of this did not, uader 
the preaent circumtteneee. look like being achieved. 

He dleagreed with Mr. Kced that the Anglo-Indians bad turned away from 
Britain. He had a letter from Hr* Frank Anthony expreealng a view entirely 
opposite to that expressed by Mr. Heed. 

Mr. Butler trueted end hoped that the preecnt negolietlona with the Maallm 
Iwagne would be aaeeeesfnl* Very eevere eirain had been put on the Muillm 
Iwaicae by the handling of recent events. 

Mr. Butler eontinued: lliey would not get the beet In India nnleee a free end 
fair govern meot of major miooritiei and major interests of the country eraa eleeled 
with a full agreement of the Indian Hutee. lliat waa this coontvy'e monat 
ebUgiitoa. He deaiied to eee the coneloaioo of thia aorry boaineea and tba aoiiwaellM 
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btftWMO Britain and India eftabliahed on a more nobl« and friendly baMa than at 
the preaeot The eolation wae adopted with one diBeentient. 

Chnrehlll Attaeke Lahoir GoTennwat'e Policy 

On the next day, the 6lh October, Mr. Wituton Churehill, former Britiah Prime 
HIniater bitterly aaaailed the Labour Governmcnt'a policy towarda India, deelarinff 
that when the Britiah walked oat, the oouotry’a unity would be deatroyed and mill- 
lone of **helpleM hamble Indiana’* left to face a dark fu ure of miaery and blood- 
ahed. Bpeakinft to the laat day of the Oonaerratire Conference, Mr. Obarehill aaid 
that the 6 foialiat Gorarnment had ^iven the people of India no choice bat to become 
eeparated from the Britiah crown union which had for ao long ahielded them againat 
foreign inraaion and internal convnlaiona. 

’‘The Gorernment of India baa been placed —or 1 abould rather aay thraaf— into 
the handa of men who hare good reaaon to be bitterly hoatile to the Britiah eonneo- 
tion bnt who in no way repreaent toe enormoua maaaea of the peoplea of lodia.** 

Saying that India ia on the verge of calamity, Mr. Churchill propheaied that 
when India becomea **aeparate and none too friendly a oonntry to the Britiah 
Oommonwealth, Indian unity would awiftly periah and no one can measure the 
miaery and bloodahed which will overtake theae enormoua maaaea of helpleaa aud 
hamble milliona.” 

In a typically Ohurchlllian **paaeage**, he added : ’’All thia ia happening every 
day, every hoar, the great ahip ia ainking in a calm aea. Those who should have 
devoted their utmost efTorta to keep her afloat have instead ojMned aeacocka. This 
•event will long leave its mark in hiatoty. It may well be that Burma will suffer the 
name fate'*. Yet in spite of thia *^inparalleled act of voluntary abdication, Britain was 
oeaseleaaly abused by the Russians and some unfriendly Americans for being a land- 
grabbing and imperialist power. The following is the lull text of the speech : 

**At present we are not, like some of our neighbours on the continent, plunged 
in fundamental diaousaions about our constitution. The Government as well aa the 
oppoaition— Soeialiats, Conservatives and Liberals— are united against Communism 
and the Communist party*', 

’’The declared hostility of the Socialists towards communism," be stated, 
’’although it ia not at present important in this country, has exercised a significant 
and salutary Influence abroad. 

"There was also a considerable measure of sgreemeot on the main lines of fore- 
ign polioy. This was especially true of Britain's close association with the United 
SUitw whole firm and unchanged policy In Europe and the abandonment of the 
doetrines of isolation constitute the main bulwark of peace of the world. 

"We should all like also to preserve our wartime friendship with Kussian peo- 
ple and with the Soviet Government if they will allow us to do so and will stop, 
what Mr. Bevin calla, the war of nerves. 

’’Ike Booialiat Government itself", Mr. Churchill continued, "did not represent 
the majority of the nation. Under our present electoral system we have tba majo- 
rity of two to one in Parliament and on every occasion they seem to set the party 
before the country. 

’*In little more than a year they have diminished British influence abrosd and 
very largely paralysed our revivsl at home'*. 

Beterring to India, Mr. Oburcbill said ; "I am very glad you passed a reaoln- 
tlon about India at the conference yesterday. You all know my views about India 
aod how we have desired to give full Dominion Status to India, including the right 
embodied in the Statute of Westmiuater for the Indian peoplea, like other Domi- 
nloDi. to quit the Britiah Oommonwealth of Nations altogether. 

’’The way in which the tiocialisl Government have handled this problem haa 
bean aaeh aa to give the vast masses of the p^ple of India hardly any ehcHce but 
to beooma aaparated from the Britiah Grown, whim haa ao long ahielded them from 
Internal oonvnlaiona or foreign invasion. 

’*The Government of India has been placed— or, I should rather aayi thmat 
—into the handa of men who have good reason to be bitterly hostile to the British 
eonoeotion, but who in no way repreaant the enormous mass of nearly 400,000,000 
of all raoea, eatatea and peoplea of India who have dwelt so long in peace with one 
another, I bear that a calamity impenda upon this aub-continent, whioh ia almost aa 
big at Europe, more populbna and even more harshly divided. 

"It seema that in quite a abort time India will become a aeparate foreign aod 
none-too'frlendly country to the Britiah Oommonwealth of Nationa. Indian unity, 
created by Britiah rule, will awiftly pedah and no one can maaiuie Bia miaery and 
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MooMmI jWch win ovff^ka Um enoropiit giia>M of hnmblt, Mptai nilliQWo, 
or WMlor whM new power their futore end deeiiny will lie. 

"AU tto ie happening mry day. era y hoar. The greet ehip ie oinking la a 
oea. Thoee wlw ehould hare deroied their utmoat cfloru to keep her aSoat 
hare teataad opened the aca ooeka. ^la erent wUI long learn Ita nark In hlatory. 

"It may well be that Borne will aoon auffer the aane fate. I am griered to 
hm to tteta ibeie tombie tidingt to joti.** 

of yon will eerUlnly liYf to mo whuihcr I m rifiht or wrotiR. 1 may 
be wroos; do«. What hat been the cffaei of onr immenee act of eiirrender ia India t 

**On the morrow of oar Yietory and of our aerTioeea without whieh bumaii 
freedom would not hare eurrired, we are direetioK oureelrea of the roifthty and 
wonderful empire which had been built up in India by 200 yearn of effort and 
aaerifiee and the number of the KioK*a eubiecte ti being reduced to barely a quarter 
of what it han been for generatione. 

«*Yet at thia rery moment and in the preaence of tbie unparalleled act of rolun- 
Ufj dictatioot we are atill ceateleaaly abuaed by the Horiet wireleea and by certain 
unfriendly elemeota in the United Statea for being a land grabbing imperialiat powery 
aeeking for espanaion and ^grandiaeroent.** 

'•While Horiei Rnaaia la rximoding or aeeking to expand in erery direotlen 
and baa already brought many extra aeorea of roilhona of people direolly or indirectly 
under the deapotic enntrol of the Kremlin and the rigonra of Communimt diaciplioe, 
we» who aought nothing from thia war but to do our duty end are, In fact, reducing 
ouraeleea to a fraction of our former aixe and population, are aiicoeatfully held up 
to world cenaure. 

**lt it aatotiiahtng that no effective reply ahould be made by the Government 
and that it ahould be left to Fi« td-Marahal 8muU, the great Bouth African, our for* 
mer valiant enemy of the r*oer War daya, to raiae hia voioe in vindioatlon ofBrItiah 
magnantmiiyp tolerance and good faith. 

••What are we to say to the handling of the Paleattne problem by the Boclellel 
Government. At the general electioiia they made Uviah promtaea to the Zionlate 
end their aueeeea at the polU excited paaaiimate expectationa throughout the Jewi^ 
world. Tbeae promiaee were no aooner made than they were diacarded and now all 
through thia year the Goveromaot aiand vaccillating without any plan or policy, 
holding on to the mandate in which they have no vital intereaia, gaining diatruat 
and hoatililgf both of the Arab and the Jew and expoaing ua to worldwide reprobe* 
tioQ for tbeir roanifeat inca|>aoiiy. 

"Thua both at home and abroad the Briitah nation and the Kmpire here been 
deprived of the rewarda tbdr conduct dcaervea, 1 have naturally eonaideaed vary 
carefully what ie my duty in thcae liroee. 

**lt would be eaey for me to retire gracefully in an odour of civic freedome 
end thia plan eroaaed my mind frequently aome montba ago. 1 feel now, however* 
that the aituation ia to aerioua and what may have to come, ao grave that 1 am 
reaolved to go on carrying the flag at long aa I have the neoecaary strength and 
energy and continue to have your confldence. 

•‘It ia of the bigheat importance to our name and endurance aa a Great Power 
and to the coheaion of our national and imperial life that there ahould be re*eatabli» 
•bed at the earlieat poaaible moment aome fioiae and balance between the political 
foreec in our taland, and that thoac who were ao unexpectedly clad with an over* 
whelming parliamenUry power ahould be made to realiae that they are eervante and 
not maatera of the Brittah Nation. 

I think of what haa already happened, what la happening and what 
ie going to happen in the next year or two, I feel, •• you feel, profoundly atirred. 

'•Our reaction mnat not be deepair, becanae that ia emotion, which we do not 
allow, li muat be wrath, not daipair, and wrath muat tranalate itaeif not in vain 
•xploatvea, but in earueat action and well conceived meeeuree end orgaoieetlon.*' 

Pt. Nehru*e Reply to Tories 

Pandit Jawahartalal Nehru ieaued the following atatement from New Mhi 

on the tth Oelober 104§ 

^ oweehei delivered at the Britiah Cenaervative Party’s confereoae beki 

at Blackpool indicate a hoatile attitude on the pert of aome leading membere of 

Govern ment of India. Tbeae epeeota are Ineeponalbloa 
full of m^lM and onleulotiKl to stir np atrife and prevent unity end lellM Qofini* 
it In indlek 
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A ehtm bts beeo ntda thst I sm tilaot about tbe witbdimml ol Britiih 
troopt from India and that we aeek to ute them for quelling eommunai diaturbanoee. 
Tbia charge aa much elce in the apecchea delWer^ at Blackpool* la completeljr lalae. 
Wt do not want to uae them for quelling internal diaturbaneca. It waa our poiiei 
before we took office and It ia our policy now to hare Britiah troopa withdrawn 
from India immediately or* at any rate* with the greateat poaaible apeed. We do 
not want them to atay in India for a d^. It ia unfair to na and unfair to them 
here. 1 inrite the leadera of the Britiah Gonaerratire Party to anpport na in theae 
demande and help In gWing effieet to them in the immediate future. 

While we hare egpreeaed onr willingDraa to co-operate with the United 
Kingdom* I want to make it perfectly clear on behalf of myaelf and my collaaguea 
in the Uorernment of India that there will be no oo*operation with thoae who 
adopt an unfriendly attitude tbwarda na or trifle with the independence of India. 

Mr. Frank Anlhony'a Aeenaatlon 

Befuting the auggeation naade by Mr. BuUcr at toe Cooaerratirea* Conference 
at Blackpool* that the Anglo*lndian community were keeping themaelrea aloof from 
other aectione of the Indian people* Mr. Frank Anthony, the Preaident ia Ohief of the 
Anglo-Indian Aaaociation releaaed the full text of his letter to Mr. Butler from 
New Delhi on the 7th October 1046. Mr. Anthony aald: 

* i address you with regard to the aerions dis-serriee done to the Anglo* 
Indian community by the Cabinet Mission and the continuing policy of the Britiah 
administration* apparently directed to destroy the future of the Anglo-Indians 
in India. 

*'Iii spite of the fact that shortly before the Cabinet Mission arrived in India, 
the Sapru Ooromittee* conaiating of the moat eminent Indiana, recommended a seat 
for the Anglo-Indian community in the future Indian Cabinet and also specific 
repreaeniatioti in a Constituent Assembly* the Oabinet Mission's award only took 
away from the Anglo-Indians the recognition which we had secured with difficulty 
from the Indian leadera. 

**Uttr position in India has been made difficult merely because of our past 
services to the British administration. 

We natnrelly thought, therefore, that British ministers would welcome the 
recognition which the community had been able to aecure from Indian leadera. 
inetead, tbe British ministera and the present Viceroy seem to have been inspired 
by almost deliberately malicioua motives In tingling out the Anglo-Indian for 
political and oonaequent economic extinction. 

**The first dia-aervice which the Oabinet Mission rendered to my com- 
munity wss to exclude us completely . from tbe Constituent Aeeembly. 
Thank God, this terrible dia-eervice baa been remedied by tbe Congress 
Party which, unlike tbe British, had good reason to hold that the Anglo- 
Indians had been hostile. Tbe Congress have enabled us to aecure with 
ibeir votes, two seats in tbe Oonatituent Assembly. In addition, 1 have been 
returned to the Constituent Assembly exclusively ou the votes of the Anglo- 
Indian M.L.A.S in Bengal. 

**The next and crowning dis-service waa the deliberate exclualon by the 
Mission and tbe Viceroy* of the Anglo-Indian community from tbe Interim 
Government. Surprising though it may seem* the Congress bed made a request 
to the Viceroy that an Anglo-Indian should be include in the Interim Govern- 
ment in preference to a Parsi aa we are more numerous than the Paraia and 
the latter had no repreaeutatioii in the Government on previous occasiona. The 
Viceroy, however* saw fit to ignore this recommendation ol the major political 
party and aeleoted Sir N. P« Engineer, although he happened to be a aervant of the 
Grown. 

**In the negotiations covering tbe formation of tbe present Interim Govern- 
ment, the Congress did everything possible to secure a seat for the Anglo-Indian 
community. They emphasised the fact that aince they had been asked to form the 
Government* there waa no need to adhere to tbe formula of Jane 16* namely/ six: 
five: throe. They wanted tbe namhcr increased to 15 in order to inelnde an Anglo- 
Indian. When this was turned down by tbe Viceroy, they anbmitted n list oi 14 
membera which included my name. This also waa turned down by the Viceroy. 
The Oongreaa made it clear that as aoon as the Muslim League indicated ita wili- 
Ingneaa to join tbe Interim Government the formula of six, five, three would be 
reverted to* and there was* therefore* no point In excluding an Anglo-Indian at thia 

^ i^^R^d adberenoa to tbia founnla. 

^'fiistory will find It almost imposMbIs to produce s porallM instance wbcrq 
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imiriniitil im of • imrlleitlftr ottioo 1 iav« gono oni of thtir way lo dfoliof • 
ooiBiMoll y. fitchiiog for lu righto agaio»i iremcdooa odd«, for wboto eaUtouoo ml 
nalioo ha* baan taapooaihta. 

**Our bittorueM al tba delibarato dia«tervice dose to ua by the Cabiuot Miaaioo 
and tba Vtearo; la ataadlly liiercaaiitg. Our u»k of aurvivtoa in iba fniura India 
baa baM mada a thouaand tima more difbcuU by tba Cabinet Miaaion’a anardaand 
BOra partieolariy by iba preaaol Vtoeroy'a luaiatanca on excloding o« from a 
poaitlon in tba intorim Ooveramaot. Wa at ieaat, did not axpaci ibla un*«arraatod 
Dauayd*** 

SaitUr Palel on llie Freedom of Preaa 

'*Tba Praia muat hata unfattarad fratftlaBi in tba praaantatton of nawa and 
axpraaalon of viawa« but it atao baa tba obligation to praaarva tha iutrgrity of iba 
Biata and aupport tba lagitiniata aotiritiiMi of a |H>piitar Govarument It muai. when 
tba ocoaaion dtmanda, help tba Uovernttiant in di»faaiing tha fnrcavi of diarutitinii. 
Negatively, a« well a* iioaitivelv, tha prea* ebould diM}ourage unruly rlemanta,** aald 
iba Hon'bia Sardar VaUabhkhai Paifi, Home Meiuiiar and Member of Information 
and Brottdcaating. mddraaaiug tba btaiidink' C^mmitiea of tha AlMndia Naavpaper 
Kditora* Oonferanca at Naw Oelbi on tba I3tb Oatobar. Foltoniug ia Iba full text 
of tba Hon*bla Membar'a atiaaob 

1 walooma tba opportunity you have givan ma to maat tba membera of your 
Oommiitae. Moat of you. I am glad to aay. are not airaiigera to ma ; iudetd many 
amoug you 1 count an Irtanda. 

I am aorry— aa dotibile«« you alt ara<->tbet Mr. B. A. Braivi, oiia Of your for- 
mar Preeidanie, i» not bare with ua to-dav. fie baa played a worthy luirt in enhan- 
cing the raputaiinu of your profaeaion and in building up the All-India Nawepaper 
Kditora* Oniferenoe. 1 am eure you will )oiti me in wiabiug him a complete and 
•peedy recovery. 

You would naturally like me, on thta ocoaai ui, to refer to tba lalaiionabip bet- 
ween tba Praia and the Interim Govarnment. I may at once aay that tba Interim 
Government ia moat anxioua ro have tb« co oi^ration of the Preea in the difficult 
Uak that liea ahead of ua. We aball aorupulouitly raapect the freedom of the Preae, 
in fact, we aball help it to exerciaa ite legitimate functioiie ; and we have every 
confidence that the Praaa, fur ita partt wilt aaeiet ua iu admtniataring the afr4ira of 
the country during the airenuou* timea through which we are paMving bacaiiee of 
the change-over from the foreign rule to iudependeiica. It will be your rvaiHmaibi- 
lity to guide and refieot the public opinion during tliia formative fteriod. I am aura 
you will diacharge it with credit to your calling and benefit to our molherlaud. 

Chain op RgPrEKmoMi 

llie All-India Newapaf)t*r Isklitora* Cooferriice wat born at a time and In 
eiroumatoucea which to<day are only a hitter memory. Faced with an unpraoedan* 
ted invaaion on tba libarty of tha Preaa by a regime, which, in the name of war, 
forged an unending chain of reatrictiona, you got together in 1040 to protect your 
ngnto. Intent ou aupprea«ing the freedom movement, the Government of the day 
atrova to prevent publicity about the atruggla and even about the auflcrioya and 
aacrifice of the people. I neeti no^ recall the atfCi'iftc inataricea ; they muat be freah 
in your mitida. The preaa reviated, 1 tuppoae aa wall aa it could, theaa iiiroada Into 
ito righto. 

But all that ia now biatory. Today tha aituatioo haa radically changed. Fore- 
ign rule ii about to end. I'here i* now at Uie Oentra a Guvernment which ia the 
forerunner of the full^ tudepeudani Htate which we aball aoon faahiun. Yon will, 
therefore, naturally hod yourtelvea in tune with the new aet-up and I know you 
will extend to the Government your uoatintod co-operation and auptiort in carrying 
out the taak of achieving oomplrte indetmudenoe without delay. 

Aa one in charge of the loformaticNi Department, i look forward to mutually 
beoefieal aaaoctotion with you. 1 am alao reaponatble for Home affaire* Aa you are 
aware, aoti-eoeial elemeoto are plying their nefarioua trade in ceriaiu areas of the 
eottotry. It it the primary duty of every Government to protect the life and pro- 
perty of the oitiaen. Our Interaational political and other differencea muat be abt- 
ved not by force or violence but by negotiation and perauaaioo or. to the laat retort, 
by arbitraltao. The Freae haa groat and worthy pari to play in driving thla maxim 
home to the people. 

'fhe Priaa nott have not only uofettmed freedom lo the preaentation of oewa paper 
nod expiettioo of viewt, but it alao hae the obligation to preaerve the iotogrily of iho 
Bloto ood mipiiorl tho ItgiUototo aoUviilea of a popular Goftramtol, It motty erheo 
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oeoMiOQ dtmtDd*, help ibe Gormnieat io defeating the foroee of dieroptioo, 
Ncgetively at well m poettWely* the preea ehould dieeonrege unruly elemente. 

When feelioge run high end tempfre ere frayed, it it the duty of erery m- 
pooalble peraon to deaiat from eaying or doing things which are likely to infiaine 
paaaions* Ineitementa to vioienee will, of course, not be tolerated. But there are 
other forma of writing containing veiled incitement which do great harm. 1 do 
hope and trust you will avoid both. 

1 understand that recently the Central Press Advisory Committee formulated 
certain enggeetioos for the guidance of the Press in respect of news and comments 
on communal disturbances. These sre 

1. Duridg riots rsports should not oontsin snytbing to indicate the community 
of either victims or assailsuls. 

2. While every endeavour should be made to ensure that reports ere feotaelly 
correct and are received from sourcee known to be reliable, such reports as give 
details of defiance of the law or are calculated to inflame public feelings or to create 
oommiinel hatred should be treated with the greatest circumspection. 

3. Reports of epeeoiies, etatements or news directly inciting people to violence 
should be avoided. 

4. Cere eboold be taken in editorials to avoid expreeeiona calculated to 
encourage or condone violence or to arouse communal bitterness. 

1 am not sure that these saggeations fully meet the requirementa of the situa- 
tion, but they are. I think, a step in the right direction, constituting at they do a 
healthy guide to the Frees. 

1 notice if>at you have as an item on your agenda the anggeatiODB that the 
Govern ment should set up a machinery for revision of the Press Laws in the coun- 
try with a view to bringing them in line with the Press Laws of other free countries. 
I do not propose to siitieipste your dlscuasion. This much I may say on behalf of 
the Government, that they will have no objection to aettiiig up a committee of 
offioiale end non -officials, including representatives of the Press, with e view to 
examining the repeal or modification of the laws now in force. 

As I said in my opening remarks, I am happy to meet you. Yon have, I 
ezpeot, a heavy agenda to go through. Any reHohittoDs you put forward will receive 
our oarefnt and active consideration. The administration of the Press Laws ia, 
as you know, a provincial subject ; but there is unlimited scope for co-operation 
between the Interim Government and the Press in helping to build a new India. 
I have every I ope that the Govern ment and the Ftess will work hand in band in 
that nation-building task. 


Muslim League Enters Interim Govt. 


On the 15th Oetober 1946, the following Press Communique was issued 
The Muslim League have decided to join the Interim Government and bis 
Majesty the King has^ecn pleased to appoint the following to be members of the 
Interim Government: 

Mr. Liaqat All Khan 
Mr. 1. I. Gbandrlgar 
Mr. Ahdur Rab Nisbtar 
Mr. Ghaaaatar All Khan 


Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal 

In order to make it possible to re-form the Cabinet, the following members 
have tendered their resignations :^Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, Sir Shafaat Ahmed 


Khan and Syed Ali Zaheer. 

The members of the present Cabinet who will continue to serve are the 
following Pandit Jawaharfal Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Dr. Bajendra 
Prasad, Mr. Asa! Ali, Mr. C. Bajagopalachari, Dr. John Mathai, Sardar Baladev 
Singh, Mr. Jagjivan Bam and Mr. Coovt-rji Hormusji Bhabha. 


The Hliatribution of portfolios will be settled early next we^ and the new 
membm will then be sworn in. Meanwhile H. £. the Viceroy has asked the resig* 
ning membm to continue in charge of their portfolios. 
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THE NBHBIKriNfTAH OOBBBSFONDB!«(» 


The Nchni-Jumeh Correapondeace 

XMtelotim in formnl cormpondenoe that Mahatma Gandlii agreed to n 
lormnla whieh permitted the Moalim League to claim that it waa the aole repio* 
aentnUve of Blualima in India wta made from Kew Delhi ou the tatli Oeioher bp 
Mr. itohamm$d Ait Jittttak, Preaident of the Mualtm League, aaid an A. l\ A« 


correspondence dtaclosed abo that Pandit JawaharUl Nehru and other 

members of the Interim Cabinet refused to consider this proposition aa binding 
npoo them beoanee it restricted the ri^t of the Ooncress to s|)cak for those Indian 
Mnslims who did not follow the Muslim League leadership. 

Release of the correspondence oamc as an anti-climax to the days of negoii- 
ations which ended with the League's annonu^vment that it was coming iiito>'* the 
Government without any agreement with the Cotigressmeo on how to proceed after 
the new Government was formed. 

There was little in the correspondence that had not become known to the 
public during the negotiations. Ftrst, Mr. .linnah and Mahatma (landhi bad 
their oonfcrsaiton at whichi according to the ciirrcs|K>ndtmc(!, they agreed on the 
following formula : 

*'The Congress does not challenge and accepts that the Muslim I^eagus now 
is the authoritative representative body of an overwhelming majority of the Mus- 
lims of India. As such and in accordance with democratic princtplini, they alons 
have today an ufi<|UestioMable right to ref^rcsent the Muslims oi India But the 
Gongrest cannot agr«^' that any restrictions or luniution should bo put U}K>n the 
Congress to chiXme sueh represetitattves as they think pmper from among the 
members of the (.Aingress as their represenUtivtw.*' 

To Congress loaders it represetiU'd such a dramatic departure from their , 
long-held position that they could not ac;cept it, even though the mucii loved 
Mahatma had agreed to it. 

“We fixd that the lormnla is not happily worded/* Pandit Nehni wrote to 
Mr. Jinriah on Uctohor d. are willing, ns a result of the elections, to accept 
the Muslim League as the authorilnttve organisation id an overwhelming majority 
of India and that as such arnl in accordance with di miK^ra io principhw ihi'^ have 
to-dav tlie umiuestionablc right to represent the Muslims of India, provided that 
for identical nrasoiis the I^^'ague recognis«‘S the Congruss as an authorhativc oi^anisa- 
tion representing all nou-.Musiims and such Muslims as have thrown in their lot 
with the i^ngn^ss. The C\uigr ss cannot sgrei^ to any risitrictton or limitations 
to be put Ufjoii it in choosing such r primeiiu lives as tht 7 think proper amongst 
the members of the Congress. We would stigg'^sL therefore, that no formula is 
necessary and each organisation may stand on its merits.'* 

The Mahatma taterr had stated at a prayer meeting that he had been guilty 
of acting without closely reading it. 

As to the Muslim league, it apt>eared to have shown its disagreement with 
Pandit Nehru's proiKmitioii by ap)N)tnting a achediiUrd caste rep reaentativo. 

The corrcs)>on deuce disclosed Uie determinaiiori of Pt. Nehru and his associates 
to establish a responsible Cabinet waereiii all pniblems arc solved by the Cabinet 
itself and not by reference to the Viceroy or to ihe Federal Court. 

It disclosed the equal deter raioation of Mr. Jttinah U> prevent anything arising 
which would prejudice his intention of achieving Pakistan. 

Jtanah's Terms for Setttamont 


Mr. M. A, Jinnah, President of the All-India Muslim League, issued the 
following statement to the Press on the l6th. October 

t here has been considerable speculation indulged in by the Press and vary- 
ing inoorrect accounts arc being given, about the negotiations between the Congress 
and the Muslim l^eague and with regard to the termination of those disenssions. 
It was, therefore, agreed between Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and me that, in order 
to pot the true facta before the public, the cx>rrespoDdencc that has passed betwean 
os sboold be released and accordingly, 1 am doing so " 

CenlUMtial letter frm PaadH Jawsharlaf Nehra to Mr. M. A. ^Ineah 
daUd October a* 1946 : 

I have eonsult^ some of my eollvagucs about the mail 
jeaterto imd over the possibility of a rapproebment between t 
and the CongrM ^ axe all agreed inat nothing could be 
te the ooootiy tiiaa these two oxgaaieaiioiia should meet again 


er diaeoased by ns 
be Muslim Leagao 
bapider and beblir 
labefexeaiffleaiib 
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hATiM no mental reeerratione and neror desiring or allowing the interrention of 
the British Oorernment through ^e Viceroj or others or of any other foreign 
Power. We would, therefore, welcome the decUioo of the League to join the lu- 
terim Gorernmeot for it to work an a united team on behalf of India as a whole. 

The points put forward by you in our conversatioa yesterday were The 

formula suggested to you by Qandhiji. (2) The Lesgue not being responsible for 
the members at preseot representing the Hcheduled Castes and the minorities. (3) 
What should be done in case any vacancy should arise among the members repre- 
senting the minorities other than the Scheduled Castes, (4) The procedure to be 
adoptM orer what may be called major communal issues, and (5) alternating 
Vioe-Fresidentship. 

Cqnobbbb Objbgtiowb to Formula 

Regarding No. 1, we feel that the formula is not happily worded. We do 
not question the purpose underlying it We are willing, as a result of the 
elections, to accept the Muslim League as the authoritative representative organi- 
sation of an overwhelming majority of the Muslims of India and that as such and 
in accordance with democratic principles, they have to*day the unquestionable 
right to represent the Muslims of India, provided that for identical reasons, the 
League recognises the Congress as the authoritative organisation representing all 
non-Muslims and such Muslims as have thrown in their lot with the Congress. The 
Congress cannot agree to any restriction or limitation to bn put upon it in choosing 
inch representatives as they think proper from amongst the memoers of the Con- 
* gress. We would suggest, therefore, that no formula is necessary and each organi- 
sation may stand on its merits. 

Regarding No. S, 1 am to say that the qnestion of the League being respon- 
sible does not arise and, as you do not raise any objections to the present constitu- 
tion of the Government in this respect, there is no question to be solved. 

Regarding No. 3, I am to say that if any such vacancy arises, the whole 
Cabinet will consider •what should be done to replace the vacancy and advise the 
Viceroy accordingly. There can be no question of right in the matter of consulta- 
tion with the League in regard to the representation of these minorities. 

Regarding No. 4, your suggestion about the Federal Court is not feasible. 
Matters coming before the Cabinet cannot be made subject matter of references to 
court. Wc should thrash out llll such matters amongst ourselves and bring up 
agreed proposals before the Cabinet. In the event of failure to reach an agreed 
decision, we should seek the method of arbitration of our own choice. We hope, 
however, that we will act with such mutual trust, forbearance and friendliness 
that there will be no occasion to go to such arbitration. 

Regarding No. 5, it is out of the question to have any rotation in the Vicc- 
Presidentihip. We have no objection if you desire to have an additional Vice- 
Chairman for the Co-ordination Committee of the Cabinet, who can also preside 
at such committee meetings from time to time. 

1 am hoping that if your Committee finally decide upon the League joining 
the National Cabinet, they will also decide simultaneously to join the Constituent 
Aisembly, or recommend to your (council to this effect. 

I ne^ hardly mention that when an agreement has been reached by us, it 
can only be carried by mutual agreement and not otherwise. 

Lbaque Leader’s Attitude 

Lstlsr from Mr. M. A. Jlnnah to Pandit Jawabarlal Nehm dated October 7, 

1946 

1 am in receipt of you? letter of October 6 1046, and I thank you for it : 
I appreciate and reciprocate your sentiments expressed in Paragraph 1 of your 
letter. 

With regard to the second paragraph of your letter, Point No. 1 of the for- 
mula, it was accepted by Mr. Gandhi and me and the meeting between us was 
arranged on that basis in order to negotiate and settle a few other points remain- 
ing for the purpose of reconstituting the Interim Government. The formula runs 
at follows : 

The OongresB does not challenge but accepts that the Muslim League now is 
the authoritative representative of an overwhelming majority of the Muslims of 
India. As such and in accordance with democratic principles they alone have 
to day an unquestionable right to represrat the Muslims of India. But the Con- 
grem cannot agree ttol gny restriotion of Umitetion should be put upon the Oon- 
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gMMi to chooie meh veprctenUiiTct m they think proper from amoagit tho nOBi* 
ben of tae Coii|;raw as their repieaenutitcg. 

And DOW in your letter under reply, not only you haTo nade ohanfia in it 
but yon ooneider no formula ia neoeeaary 1 I regret 1 oatinot agree to any ehanfi 
in tile language or otherwise, as it was the agrcA basis of our discussion on olnSr 

K ints i nor can 1 agree with you that no formula is necessary. It was signed hy 
r. Gandhi and accepted by me. 

As the whole basis of our Ulk on other matters was the formula agreed to 
by Mr. Oandhi, I do not think we can make any further progress unless it is aeeeptid 
by you as a basis upon which we can proceed to discuss other uoiuts we have already 
discussed orally in the course of our eon venation, and now I am eneloaing here* 
with a copy ol the various poiuu pul by me^ before you in writing. 

Even the four points, excluding Point No. i regarding the formula which I 
hare already dealt with above, you do not agree with any one ol them. 1 am still 
willing on the basis of the formula being accepUnl by yon, to further diaousa the 
various poinu with a view to settle them in the spirit of the sentiments expressed 
by you in Paragraph 1. I am anxious that we should come to our own settle- 
ment without undue delsy. 

1. The total number of the members of tlie Executive Council to be 14. 

3. Six uommees of the Congrets will include the bchedulcd Castce represen- 
tatives but it must not be takoii that the Muslim League haa agreed to or approves 
of, the selection of tho tn^hodulod Cast«*s roprosenutive, tlie ultimate reaponsibility 
in that behalf being with iho iiovt rnor-Cicneral and Viceroy. 

d. Thai the CongresM should uot include in the remaining five members of 
their quota a Muslim of their choice. 

4. Safeguard; I hat there should be a convention that on iua}or communal 
issues, if the majority of Hindu or Munlim members of the Executive CounoU ars 
oppos^, then no decision should bo taken. 

5 . Alternative or rotational Vioe-l*resident should be appointed in fairness 
to both the major coniniunities as it was adopted in tlie U. N. U. Conferenee. 

6. The .^lualim League was uot consultod in ilie sehn^tion of the three maio- 
rity rtpreiHmUiives, i e., Mkh, Jiidiau Christian and Parsi. And it should not ne 
taken that the Muslim League approves of the seh^aiou that haa been made. But 
in future, in the event of there being a vacaiioy owing to death, resignation or 
otherwise, representatives of these minorities should be chosen in consultation with 
the two major parties- the Muslim I.^*ague and the tbngresa. 

7. i’ortfolios: The most im|>orlant fiortfolios should be equally distributed 
between Uic two niaiur parties- the Muslim League and the Congress. 

8. *i bat the above arraugemeuta ahould not bt: changed or modified unlees 
both the major parties-- the Muslim l^eague and the Congress— agree. 

b. The quisiion oi the settlemeui of the long-term plan Miould stand orer 
until a better and more conducive atuiosphore is oreaU'd and an agreenn^nt has been 
reached on the points stated above and after the interim Government has bean 
re-formed and finally set up. 

CoNo&Ess* KiciiiT TO ArPoiNT Muslim 

Latter fross Pandit Jawahnrlal Nakru to Mr. Jinaah dated Oclobar 8, 
ISIf: 

I received your letter of October 7 as I was going to Baroda House to mast 
you there last evening. 1 burriiHlly glanced through it and was perturbed by it 
as it seemed to me to be at variance with the spirit of our talk the previoua day. 
Bubsequently we discussed various points ana unfortunately could not eonrinoe 
each other. 

On my return 1 read through your letter more carefully and consulted 
some of my colleagues. They were also disturbed not only by tno letter but nlao 
by the list of points attached to it. This list had not been seen or considered 
us previously. It had litUe relevance after our talk. 

We have again given earnest consideration to the whole matter and we feel 
that w« cannot state our position more clearly than 1 did in my letter to you ol 
October 6, except for some variatioot which 1 shall indicate below. 1 shall them- 
fore, refer you to that letter of mine which represeoU our general and speeifio 
Tiewpoint. 

As I hnec told you, ^ eoUeaguet and I did not accept the formula agreed 
to by Gandhiji and you. The meeting between you and me waa not amiiged, no 
iar as 1 waa aware, on the aipeed baaia of that formula, Wo knew of li aad w 
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nepfttad to Mree to the sttbstAace of the formaU m etoted to yoa in my letter of 
CKstober S. Tnet formula contelned a further paragraph which you have not 
Quoted in your letter : ''It is understood that ail the Ministers ox the Interim 
Cknrernment will work as a team for the good of the whole of India and 
will nerer invoke the Intervention of the GoverDor>General in any case.’* 

While we still think that the formula is not happily worded, we are prepar- 
ed, for the sake of tbe settlement we so earnestly desire, to accept the whole of it, 
induding the paragraph left out in your letter. 

In that case you will agree, I nope, that we should make our further posi- 
tion quite clear, it is clearly understood of course, that the Congress has the 
right to appoint a Muslim out of its quota. Further, as I have stated in my 
previous letter, the Oongress position in regard to the Nationalist Muslims and the 
smaller minorities should not be challenged by you. 

In regard to the points numbered 3 and 4 in my letter of October 6, 1 
have statid our position and have ni thing further to add. We have gone as far as 
we could to meet you and we are unable to go further. I trust that you will 
appreciate the position. 

Regarding No. 5 (the question of the Vice-President) you made a suggestion 
yesterday that the Vice-President and the leader of the House (the Central Assem- 
bly) should not be the same person. In present circumstances this means that the 
Leader of the House should be a Muslim League member of the Cabinet. We 
shall agree to this. 

I am writing this letter to you after full and careful cousiderstion of all the 
issues involved and after consulting such of my colleagues as are here. It is in 
no spirit of carrying on an argument that 1 have written but rather to indicate to 
you our earnest desire to come to an agreement. We have discussed these matters 
sufficiently and the time has come for us to decide finally. 

JiNNAii’B Opposition to Change in Fokmula 

Lattav fram Mr. M A. Jmnmli to Pandit Jawabarlal Nahru datad Octobar 
12, 1946 

1 received your letter dated October 8, l946, yesterday in reply to my letter 
of October 7, 1946. 

1 regret that you and your colleagues do not accept the formula agreed to 
by Mr. Gandhi and me. Mr. Gandhi and I had also agreed that on that basis 
you and 1 should meet in order to negotiate and settle a few other points that 
remained for the puniose of reconstituting the Interim Government. Accordingly 
arrangements were made for our meeting on October 5. 

1 am surprised to gather from your letter, when you say that the meeting 
was not arranged so far as you were aware on the agreed basis of that formula. 
The only formtua agreed upon between Mr. Gandhi and me was that which was 
mentioned in my letter of October 7, i946. I had not mentioned in my 
letter, what is referred to by you us Paragraph 2 as that was one of the points 
among others to be further examined and discui^Bed by you and me. This 
arrangement was actually put on record. 

At our first meeting on October 5, we discussed all the points and you infor- 
med me that you will let me know the time that will suit you to meet me the 
next day, but, insu^d of that, I received your letter of October 6, i946. In this 
letter you yourself referred to the formula as one mentioned in my letter of 
October 7 and expressed your view that the formula was not happily worded and 
suggested a modification by inserting a proviso as follows : ‘*Provided that for 
identical reasons, the League recognises the Congress as the authoritative organisa- 
tion representing all non-Muslims and such Muslims as have thrown in their lot 
with the Gongress.” 

Or else, if that was not sneed to, you suggested no formula was neceseary. 
There ii no reference in your letter to what you describe as Paragraph 2 as part 
of the agreed formula and vou yourself dealt with that point quite separately in the 
opening paragraidi of your letter which runs at follows 

*'We are ail agreed that nothing would be happier and better for the country 
than that these two organisations should meet again as before as friends, having 
DO mental reservations, by mutual consultation and never desiring or allowing the 
intervention of the British Government through the Viceroy or others or A any 
other Foreign Power.*’ 

That, in substance, was the idea of the Paragraph S, mentioned by you, which 
rnqng other mattera was to be examined and discussed. 1 also zefemd to this 
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matlttr in mt reply tteUng; that I appmiiated and reeipincaled Um Matimnli 
expramd in Paragraph 1 of your letter of October 0» iU46. 

1 fail to underatand why you and your colleagues should hare been diilnrbed 
only by my letter of October 7» but aUi by the list of poinu attached to iu 
There waa notniug new in that list of points which we had not discussed the fint 
day. at it is clear from your letter of iktober 5. whereiu you yourself have dealt 
with every one of the points nentioued in Uic list that 1 sent to you. Let me 
lake one by one the points in the list sent to you in writing : 

(1) 'total number of 14 : Thai was not in dispute. 

(2) The scheduled Csstes repreaentative : That the Leapte must uot be taken 
to have agreed or approved of the selection* which is referred to in Faragrsph a of 
your letter. 

(3) Nomination of Muslim in Congress quota : The matter was diseusseti. 

(i) Hafeguard : that was dis«*uased as is clear from point 4 in your letter, 

(5) Alternative or routional Vicc> President : Was discussid and is referred 
as Point No. fi in your leticr. 

(6) Vacancies occurring in the seats allotted to minority representatives : 
This matter waa discusscit and is rolerred to by you in your letter. l\>int No. 3, 

(7) Portfolios : The matter was disciissiHi 

( 8 1 No change in the arrangements agrtHul to without the content of both 
the major partiea : This was discussed and is rclerred U> in the last paragraph of 
your letter. • 

(9) The long-term qufwtiona : This was discussed and is mentioned in your 
letter, last but one }»Aragrarih. 

All these points were discussed as ia clear from what I have pointed out 
above and the list was sent to you merely as a luatUrr of conveuienoe and 
preciseness. 

You state in your letter under reply that your position la the tame with 
regard to the various matter that were discuss((Hi betwiM^m us at is mentioned in 
your letter of October 6 except for some variatioua which you have iitaicaied in 
your letu^r. 

Following arc the variations and my reaction to them : 

(1) That you would accept th«« formula provided l*aragraph 2 ia included in 
the formula and is made a part of it. This constitute a fundamental departure 
from the original formula upon the bnsis of which 1 had agrifCd to hare discus* 
sions with you. 1 cannot sgrtni to this variation. 

(2) Pr^ vtdt*d that the Muslim league dotw not challenge that the Omgreaa 
repreaenta the minorities and iJie *Nationaiist Muslima* as indteaUHi in terms of 
your previous letter of ( )ct^)ber 8 and ref« rred to in your letu»r under reply. 

This again is a aerious departure from the agreed formula. Beaidtii. tbia is a 
matter fur the ininoritn*s concerned. 

1 note what you aay w ith regard to I'oints 3. 3 and 4 of your letter of Octo- 
ber 6. i.e. Heheduled Castes repnwentattre and other minorities ; the position about 
the vacancies occurring in future in the s(*ats allott^rd to the ininontiiii and the 
procedure to be adopted with regard to major communal issues. witn regard 

to these points there is no agi cement beuvcim us. 

With regard to Point No. 5 about Vice- Presidentship. 1 note what you say. 

Bioce you have stated your position after full and tareful constdcratioo of all 
the issues iiivolviM snd after eom>ultatioii with your cxillcagutrs. 1 presnme t^t it 
follows that this is your final stand. I deeply regret that we liavc tailed to come 
to an honourable agreement of our own, satisfactory to both the parties. 

Lattar from Pandit Jawaharlal Nahm to Mr. M. A. Jinnah datad Octobar 
ia» 1946 

1 thank you for your letter of October 13. In this letter there are a number 
of mis-siatemenia. \vhat you have said does not fit in with my recollection of 
our oonveraaxions or what has taken place during the past few days. I need not, 
however, go into this matter now as 1 have been informed by the Viceroy that 
the Muslim League have agreed to nominate five persons on their behalf as mem* 
hen of the Interim Government 

League Members Take Office 

Oa the tSth October, the following Pk** . Commaniqoe wu Itssed fiOBi 
the Vioeiojr's Booae:— 

The pwtloUm to be held b; the reptceeatetiree of the Uoelim Leegoe aSo 
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bare reeratly bm appoioted Memben of the Interim Goyemment have been 
aliotM bjr Hie Ezoeuency the Goveraor*General as foilowe 

Mr* Linqat Ali Khan (Finances 

Mr. L L Obundrii^ar (Commerce). 

Mr. Abdur Kab Miehtar lijouimunicatlontt Post and Air). 

Mr. (ihaaanfar Ali Khan (Health). 

Mr. Jogendia Kath MandM (LcKielative). 

Goneequent changes among the other portfolios are as follows 

l>r. John Matthai (Industries and Bupplies). 

Mr. 0. Kajagopalachari (education and Arts). 

Mr. Bhabha (vVorks, Mines and Power;. 

The other ^rtfolius remain as before, i. e., Pandit Jawaharlal Nehm 
(External Affairs and com mon wealth Kelatious). 

Harder Valiabhbhai Patel (Home and Information and Broadcasting). 

Hr. Kajendra Prasad (hood and Agriculture). 

Mr. Aaaf Ali (Transport aud iiailways). 

Harder Baldev hingh (JDeience). 

Mr. Jagjivan item (Labour). 

The Associated Press of India said : The settlement now announced is 
bdiered to have been made possible mainly by the assurance-*couTeyed through 
the Viceroy — that the League's entry is actuated by a spirit of co-operation aud 
the will to work in harmony and that the Ceague has accepted the long-term 
proposal, with particular reference to participation in the (Constituent Assembly. 

League to fight for Pakietan in Interim Government 

Mr. Ghasanfar Ali Khan’s Views 

Afr. Ohazanfar Ali Khan^ Member-Designate ot the Interim Government, 
addressing the islamia College Students at Lahore on the 18th October 
declared: '*We are going into the interim Government to get a foothold to figuc 
for our cherished goal ot Pakistan, and I assure you ihst we shall achieve 
Pakistan.** He added: **I'he disturbances wnich have occurred in many parts ol the 
country after the installatiun of the purely Congress Government at the Centre have 
eaiablisUfid the tact beyond any shadow ol doubt that the ten ororee 
of Indian Muslims will not submit to auy Government which does not 
include their true representatives. 

In the interim Government, he said, all oor activities shall be guided by two 
ooueideratious, that is, to couviuce the Congress that no Government in India can 
funotiou smoothly without the oo-operation ot the Muslim League aud that the 
League is the sole representative organisation of the Indian Muslims. The Interim 
Government is one oi the fronts ot tne direct action campaign and we shall most 
suiupulottsly carry out the orders ot Mr. Jionah on auy front that we are called 

'^^r.^aMutar Ali Khan said : **The Congress out of spite for the Muslim League eon- 
seuted to play iu the hsuds oi the Britisn Government aud helped to streugihen the 
hold of British imperialism in India. But the ioetiiciency and lack of atateamaD- 
ihip of the Congress interim Government was soon exposed. 

**There can be no p> ace aud no progress in India, without a settlement between 
the Oougrtss aud the Muslim League on the basis of Pakistan.*’ 

Liaqat Ali Explains League Policy in Interim Government 

Mr. Liaqat Ali A'han, League Member of the Interim Government, at a Preaa 
Conference at Aew Delhi on lUe U6tb October attended hy his three coUeaguea 
(Messrs. JNisbtsr, Chuudrigar and Ghasanfar Ali Khan, Mr. Mandal being atill 
away in East Bengal), explained lAe Muslim League's iuteuiions and ideals in enter* 
lug the Interim Government. 

Mr. Liaqat Ali Khan said : **We are aware of the great responnbility which 
we have undcriMten aud i can aasure you that it is not with a light heart that we 
have decided to enter the Interim Government. The Muslim League haa decided to 
enter the Interim Government in the interests of Muslim Inuia and the peoples ol 
this vast sub-con tinen I.* * . ^ 

India, Mr. Liaqat Ali said, was not a nation : it was a land of nationalities. 
^’Unleee you have s Government which hea in it the repretentaUvea of all the nahoy 

aUiiea that inhabit ihia vait sub-continent, you cannot have either peeee or gxKh 

iriU among Uie peoples olilndUu In iiidi% to my mind, it is not poeeible rnor is w 
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•diWbla lo hfiv« • ontrp^riy OofmBi«at. No Gofmmral, wpeeiAlly ml tbit tlmo 
whtm ihoro art to mtay teriotii problems which «• hare to faee, ean tekle eo s e s ii 
fatly Uiaee probleme uuleM it can cUim lo repreieiitell the atUonatiiiee of tiMi , 
ooaairy." Bcferrioff to Pieee reiwrta that the bed entered the Qorernmeat after 

ftifiait aMDrenees and ooderiektnge, Mr. Liaqat ali esid : **\Veare a reeponaihla or* 
gaolaation. We know what our duty it and there te no queation of any aaeuranea 

to aaybody* We bare entered this Gorernment lo look after the intereata of the 
peoples of this land of ours. We know what our riNitionathitiiy is and we know how 
to aisehaiKe that responsibility. I want %o make it elesr that it ia oitr Inientioa 
and delermtoation to work in harssony with our eolleatcues in the Eseeutire Ooonell. 
We have no deaire that this Oovernmeot should beoome an arena of strife. We 
have enoufth strife ouuide in the eoantry and we want that that strife outside 
ehoold end. We went that there ehould be peace in the eountry : we want that all « 
this ill will which extsU to*day ahoutd disappear. i do not think that there ie any 
Indian who can be proud of what ia hap|)entn|; throutthout the length and breadth 
of India dnriiig the last few moniha. 

**\Ve feel that our entry into the Oovernme'it may eaiablieh, and we hope U 
will esiablie'i. a iwacefiil atmosphere nutsuie. India needs a peaceful atmosphere 
more to-dsy than it ever did. because there are so many problems which have 
sprung upt problems that slwsys follow in the wake of war which hare got to be 
dealt with** Mr. Li«qat Ali Khan went on: “It will he the dt*tarmined effhrt of mv 
coileagiifs and myseit of the Muslim t.esgiie. it will be our first duty, to take stetMi 
to ameliorate the condition of the msss«s, whose interests have Ikeen criminally 
ignored in the past. Every action that wr take* every iH)Ucy that we follow, will 
have that background, will have that desire of improving the lot of the man In 
the aireet. 

risANCiAi. Policy or New GovsitiiMRitT 

**With regard lo my particular portfolio of Finance, the policy which T shall follow 
will he not to make the rich richer and the p(»or poorer but to bring down the Hoh and 
raise up the poor.'* 

The future of India, he believed, could only be aet'ured If there 
wee complete freedom for the two major nations, the Hindus and 
Miialiros, and complete security and justice guaranteed to the roinoriilcs in this 
Isnd. *‘Wbstcver shsije or form the future constiiiition of India may take, if It is 
not bsteii on this fuiidaiueittal principle* 1 fear that our troubles will not bs over. 
Our troubles esu only he over when every nstiouslity feeU ihst it is free lo develop 
itself in accordance with its own ideals, its own ciiUnre. its own ideology We can 
only have peace when every minority can feel that its Interests are safe and seeiire 
and the future rule of India is not based niimlH rs hiii is based on ftpiliy, justice and 
fairplay." Mr. Lisqat Ali went on: '*This Oovernment has lieen formed under ths present 
constitution and as such there is no such thing as joint or collective rHi|*onsihi||ly, 
But at the asms time it should be the desire and determination of every member of 
the Government to work in harmony and in co-u|><*ralion for the good of the man 
in the street. We should work not for the purpose of our party galna or party 
loases but for the good of the general mass of the |>eople and I feel that if all the 
Membera of the Oovernment who are responsible for their own Hepartments work 
in that epirit of co-0(>ersti<tn and harmony, this Government ehould 

1m able to achieve subeiautial success. This is indeed a novel experi- 

ment which we are trying here. Nowhere in the world does a Govern- 
ment like the present Interim Governmeni of Indie exist and 1 hope It 
will euoceed .** 

iKTRsmoN TO Work ik H armory** 

Mr. Lisqat Ali bad several times been asked by hla friends whether ible 
Oovernmsiit would be able to function in a proper atmosphere. **My reply lo that 
ie : We have come into the Government with the intention of working in bar* 
nouy with our other colleeguee. But as yon know, you cannot clap with one band* 
The eueeree or failure of this Government will defiend on fte varfoiiii 
nomponenl parts. Let ue hope in the interest of ibis country which Ie dear 
to every one of us, that this experiment which we are trying veil ymm 
eaoeeesful.** The Muslim League, eeid Mr. Lisqat All Khan, was desiroue of the Inde- 
pendence of India and fc^om of iu peoples ss much as anybody else. 
ehalleogs. t deny, that ona psrtionlar party has a monopoly of palilotism. We am 
aa anxtone, aa Iem and as denirous as anybody eiss of having eomplele IndeMii- 
denes end freedom, and doing away with foreign domination at the eerlieel poeenile 
momeiik Befecriog lo the Commecte portfolio elloiled lo Mr, Ohondrlger whiehlodlieel* 
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ly iffiotad hit own Dspottment, Mr» Lfnqtt nii Khnn mid : "At ftr m onr rNtHou 
with tbo onUida world are cooceroao, aterj noli^y that wa follow will ba for 
atiablithinfc friandly eontacta with all coatitrian* Wa ahatl adopt poliolea which will 
* aaubliah aeonomic and cnltnral oo-oparalion between the vartoaa oationt of iha 
world. Wa faal that tba world ia large enough to find a place for arary nation* 

"Wa feel that if thara were more co-operation and more friendly ralatione and 
laea azploitatioo by the Weat of the Eaatf the world will ba a happier one. I woald 
like to take tbia opportnnity of appealing to the Weatern Oiaotriea that they have 
exploited the East enough. The Eaat ia awake now and if they want to aroid all 
the earnaga that haa taken place during the iaet two world ware, they matt give up 
. thU policy of exploitation of weaker coun trice. They moet adopt a policy of friendly 
oo'oparation ; they muet edoiH a policy of aconomie co-operation aa equal partnara 
and on an equal footing." 

QT7B8TJOK OF EQUALITY OP TbEATMSNT POE ALL 

There were some people who believed that everyone should be treated equally, 
that every community should have equal reatment and no favours. He dia not 
subscribe to this view. "I feel that those communities or those elements which 
are in a weaker position are not only deserving but it is their right to have a better 
treatment so that you could bring them up to the level of the other communitiea 
or elementa in the country which are economically, aocially and educationaDy more 
advanced; It may sound and read very wed on paper to say that everybody must be 
treated equally. I say that no injustice thou Id be done to anybody but those ele- 
ments in the country which are weak and depressed must be raised up to a higher 
level and therefore they are deserving of special consideration and more favourable 
treatment. It is a very heavy burden which we have undertaken and we hope that we 
shall not disappoint our people who have sent us to this Interim Government. We 
hope that we will be able to do something daring our tenure of office. I cannot 
say how long it will last. Wc hope that we will be able to do something which 
will really ameliorate the condition of the masseS) really establish peace in the 
ooumry and better undorstaoding and goodwill among the various nationalities of 
this land." 

Asked why he had not mentioned the demand for Pakistan in his speech. 
Mr. Liaqat Ali Khsn said : ^*In my speech I have defined what Pakistan is. 
Pakistsn is a concise name for what I have platted before you just now. Pakistan 
means freedom both for Hindus and Muslims and security and justice for the 
minorities. As long as we believe In the real independence of India in orderly 
progress and peace and tranquillity in this land wc cannot give up Pakistan.** 

Questions relating to the joint responsibility of the members of the Interim 
Government and the nomination of Mr. J. N. Mandal as the League's nominee 
were answered by Mr. Liaqat Ali. 

One correspondent asked: On the one hand you desire co-operation and on 
the other you shirk joint responsibiUtyi which is another name for co-operation as 
against the Viceroy’s veto. How would you reconcile this ? 

Mr. Liaqat Ali Khan : Joint and cullective responsibility is a constitutional 
law and practice. There is under the present Government of India Act no such 
thing as collective or joint responsibility. I have said that we want to work in 
harmony and co-operation with other colleagnea and at the same time, I have 
explained the constitutional position. I may tell my friend that I am willing to 
oo-operate with him but co-operation does not mean that if my friend wants to 
drown himself in tl\c sea. I am going to follow him thpre (laughter). 

Q : If someone tries to push me down into the water, will you stand by me ? 

A : As a human being I will pull you out (more laugher). 

2 : Does this mean that you do not accept the leadership of Pandit Nehru ? 

: At 1 said, the Government haa been formed under the present constitu- 
tion. l^ere is no such thing as leadership of the Government by one individual. 
In the Government there are nominees of the two major parties— the i^ongress and 
the Muslim League-^and the representatives of the three minorities— the bikhs, 
Indian Christians and the Parsis. The Congress Party have a leader of their own. 
That moans that tbe Oonness Bloc in the Government have a leader of their own. 
As regards the Vice-Presidentship of the Executive (Council, the Vioe-Pre8ident*s 
function aa laid down in the constitution is to preside at meetings of the Council 
iu the absence of the Qovernor-Gkineral. He enjovs no other privileges which other 
members of the (Government do not We are (colleagues in a common enterprise to 
fulvance the good of the people of Indin. 
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Sipljiii^ to another queotion, Mr. Uaqnt All Khan tald: *^We belie?e in 
iadiiatfialt«atiOD of the oonntry not for the good of a few eapitalieta but tor the 
good of the peoplee of IndU. 

Aahed whether Mr. Jogendrantth Mandare nomination waa a departttfe from the 
League*# policy, he «aid: ‘The League ha* alwayi championed the cauae of not 
only the Mutalmane but all the down^trodden peoplee of thie eountry.'* 

Q: Doee the League'a entry into the Oovf^mment imply that it will oome 
into the Cunetituent Aeeemhly. 

A: I can only an»w^r that qneaUon a* Seoretaiy of the Ijeague and 1 am 
not addreeeing thi* Prcaa Confcrenee in that capacity. 

Jinnah- Viceroy CctrreapomieQce 

The eorreepondenoe which paaeed between the Viceroy and Mr. Jinnah 
and which led to the rartioipation of the Mutlim League in the Interim (iomn- 
meot was released from New Delhi on the leih Oeteher. 

Mr. M. A. Jinneh, in hit letter to H. E. the Viceroy, dated October t, 
leea •ay* : 

l>ear Lord Warell— At the end of our la«t intmiew on October % 1946» it 
was imrecd Uist 1 should iiimlly put before you the vsrious proposals thst emerged 
out or our discUMions. for your consideration and reply. Accordingly, 1 am en* 
doting herewith the variou* pro)x>*ali that h4vc bixm formulated by roc. 

£ncIo*ure : 

1. The total number of the members of the ICxi'catire Council to be fourteen. 

9. Bix iiominecfi of the Coiigrtnui will tnrhtde one s-hrdul«d Castes represent- 
stive, but it must not be tskio that the Muslim licague has agre«d lo» or approvss 
of. the eUs:tioii of ^ehedtiled Csstes* representative, the iilttniah^ responsibility In 
that belialf bidng with the (f •vernor*Oene.ral and the Viceroy. 

that the Congress should not include in the rcmsiiiing five membera of 
their quota a Muslim of their choice. 

4. 8af(ii;uard : Thai th^rc should be a Ibnvcotion that on maior communal 
iasucs, if the ma)ority of Hindu or Muslim members of the KxCi'Uiive Council are 
op|>os^, tlien no decision would be taken. 

5. Alternative or rotation'*! Viee-Pnatdeni should be ap|x>inted in fairness to 
both the msjor comrounithrs as it was a<Iopied in the CNtt Conferences. 

6. I he Muslim Lesgue whs not con«ulted in the selection of the thr(*e mino- 
rity represents tiviw, i.e , iSikh, Indian i'hrtsfian and Parsi, and it should not be 
tskeii thst the Muslim Ivcagtie approve the sehvrtion tiist hs* been made. liui 
in future, in the event of Uiere a vacancy owing to death, resignation or other- 
wise, representatives of th«'se minorities sboiihl be chosen in consultation with 
the two major pariie<*>>th(* Muslim rH*ague and the Congress. 

7. Portfolios : The most imtKirtant |M>rt(oticMi sftould be e<|ually distribolsd 
betsoen the two major parties the Muslim Lesgiir and the Congress. 

8. That the above arrangement sbouM not b«* changed or modifted unless 
both the major parti<xi^thc .Muslim Dmgut* and ihc Congress'— agree. 

9. The quiwtiofi of the settlement of the long-term plan should stand over 
until a bitter aud more conducive at.,.ospheTC in created and an agreement haa 
been resched on the points iUicd sft* r the lou^rim (tovernment hss been reformed 
and 6nally set up. 

Vkkroy’s Hrpi.y 

H. E. tbs Viceroy, in his lollor to Mr. Jinnab, dated October, 4* 1946 says: 

Dear Mr. Jinnab— Ibank you for your letter dated yeaterday. My replies to 
your nine points sre ss follows: 

I. This agreed. 

2. 1 note what you say and accept that the responsibility is mine. 

3. 1 am unable to agree to this. Each party must be equally free to notni- 
Date its own representatives. 

4. In *a Coalition Government it ta impossible to decide major matter of 
policy when one of the main parties to the Coalition is strongly sgsiost s cottise of 
action proposed. My present collcsgties i*nd I sre agreed that it would be faul to allow 
major communal isauea to be decided by vote in the Cabinet The efBeiency nod 
piescige of the Interim Qovemment will depend on ensuring that diEerenees nil 
reMlved in advanes of Cabinet meetings by friendly discussiODa. A CosJitlOtt 
Ooremment either works by a process of mutual adjustmenti or doea not week 
at all. 
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5. The amiigement of elternatiTe or rotatlonel Vice-Preeidento would pieteoi 
praeiioal diifieiilty and 1 do nofc eonalder it feasible. I will howerer arranae to 
nominate a Muslim Leapie member to preside over the Cabinet in ihe event of the 
Governor-General and Vice-President being absent. 

1 will also nominate a Muslim League Member as a Vice-Chairman of the 
Co-ordination Committee of the Cabinet, which is a most important pcMt 1 am 
Chairman of this Committee and in the past have presided almost invariably, but 
I shall probably do so only on special occasions in future. 

6. 1 acoe^ that both major parties would be consulted before filling a vacancy 
in any of these three seats. 

7. In the present conditions all the portfolios in the Cabinet are of great im- 
portance and it is a matter of .opinion which are the most important. The minority 
rspresentatives cannot be excluded from a share of the maior portfolios and it 
would also be suitsble to continue Mr. Jagjivan Ram in the labour portfolio. But* 
subject to this, there csn be equal distribution of the most important portfolios 
between the Congress and the Muslim League. Details would be a matter for 
negotiation. 

8. 1 agree. 

0. Since the basis for participation in the Cabinet is of course acceptance of 
the Statement of the l6th May, I a-sume that the League Council will meet at a 
very early date to reconsider its Bombay resolution. 

H. E. the Viesroy In his letter to Mr. Jinnahi dated October 12, 1946, says : 

Dear Mr. Jinnah— I confirm what I told you this cveuing, that the Muslim 
League are at libertv to nominate any one they wish for their own quota of seats 
in the Cabinet, though any person proposed must, of course, be accepted by me 
and by His Majesty oefore being appointed. 

(a) My intention is to discuss portfolios when all the names have been 
received, both from the Muslim League and the Congress. 

LkAOUB*8 DbG16105 TO JOIN INTERIM GOVERNMENT 

Mr. Jhmah, In his letter to H. £. the Viceroy, doted October 13, 1946, 

says • 

Dear Lord Wavdl— The Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League 
have considered the whole matter fully and I am now authorised to state that 
they do not approve of the basis and scheme of setting up the Interim Government 
which has been decided by you, presumably with the authority of Uis Majesty's 
Government. Therefore, the Committee do not and cannot agree with your deci- 
sion already taken, nor with the arrangements you have already made. 

We consider and maintain that the imposition of this decision is contrary to 
the Declaration of August 8, 1940. but since according to your decision, we have a 
rigl^t to nominate five members of the Executive Council on behalf of the Muslim 
League, my Committee, have, for various reasons, come to the conclusion that in 
the interests of Mussalmans and other communities it will be fatal to leave the 
entire field of administration of the Central Government in the hands of the Con- 
gress. Besides, you may be forced to have in your Interim Government .Muslims 
who would not command the respect and confidence of Muslim India which would 
lead to very serious consequences ; and, lastly, for other very weighty grounds and 
reasons, which are obvious and need not be mentioned, we have decided to nominate 
five on behall of the Muslim League in terms of your broadcast dated August 24, 
l946, and your two letters to me, dated October 4, 1946, and October 12, 1946, 
raspeotivdy. embodying clarifications and assurances. 

H. E. tbw Viceroy, in kis lottor to Mr. M. A. Jinnali, do tod October 18, 
1946 aoyst 

Dear Mr. Jinnah.— Thank you for your letter of to-day's date. I am glad to 
know that the Muslim League has decided to join the Interim Government. Will 
you pleaae let me have the names of the five representatives, as they have to be 
submitted to His Majesty for approval, and I should like to re-form the .Government 
as soon as poaaible ? 

a. You promised yesterday that you would let me have the names to-day. 

Mr. Jiaanb, in hia Iwtlnr to H. E. tbc Viewroy, deled October 14, 1946, 


says • 

Dear Lord Wavell— I thank yon lor your letter of Ootobm i3. 

I am now sending you names of five nominees pn behalf of the 
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Hr. LUqai AU Khan, Honorary 8ecr«tary« All-India Ifnalini 
Central); (9) Mr. 1. 1, Chundrigar. M.L.A. (Bombay), Leader, Maiilim 
_ Party in the Bombay I^tlative AMrmbly and Preetdeni of the Bombay 
ProTineial MnsHm Ltague : (3) Mr. Abdur Heb Mahur, Adeooate (N.W.F.P^ 
Mamber, Working Committae, All-India Muslim League Committee of Aaiion ana 
Oonneil ; (4) Mr. Qhaznafar Ali Khan, M.L.A. (Puniab) MemlNor, Couneil of 
AIM' dia Muslim League and Connell of the ProTincial Muslim League and Mem* 
btf of the Punjab Musltm Leagne Working Committee ; (5) Mr. Jogeudra Nath 
Mandal, Adeoeate (BcDga!)» at Prcacni Minister of the Bengal Governimml. 


Allck^atioh of Portpouco 

R E. Iho Viceroy, in his loUor lb Mr. Jianah, dated October 94, 1N6, 
aaya : 

Dear Mr. Jtnnah— The portfolioa that I can offer tha Mutlim League in the 
Interim Ooromment are the following Finance, Commeroc« Posts and Air, 
Health, Legislative. 

2. I aboiild be grateful if you let : know h^iw you would pro|)oac that thaao 
portfolioa ehould in* distributed among the Muslim Ijcague repreaeiita tires in tbs 
Cabinet. 

3. 1 should like to get an SDnoufieetnenl out to-night, and to swear in tha 
new members whom I shilt warmly welcome io-roorrtiw. 


Mr. Jinnah. in his letlor Co H. £. tbo VIcaror, dalad Oatabor 29. says: 

Dear Lord Wsvell-I am in receipt of Tour ieiM«r of Uciober 95, lUiO, at 
5-30 p.m. corainuniealing your decision regarding porifolioa. 

1 am sorry 1 cannot say ihai it is an equitable diairibution, but we hava 
discussed all Uie pros and cons, and as you have taken your final dcciaion, 1 need 
not go into the matter further. 

I am sending you below the nam«4 of the nominees of the Muslim League 
showing how these tKirJolios should be distributed amongst ihem. 

Finance- Mr. Liaqat Ali khan ; Cttmitierce -Mr. I. i Chuiidrigar ; Posts and 
Air: Mr. A. K. Nithtar; Health— Mr. (vuatnafar Ali Khan; ana Legislativa— 
Mr. .logendra Nath Mandal. 


Mr« Jinnah on League Membera* Role in lolerin Goel. 


Mr. M, A. Jinnah^ President of tlio All-India Miialiui Ijeagiie, said at New 
Delhi an the 14ili November:- 

**The Interim (tovernment should not allowed to do anything ad min iatra il- 
vely or by convention which would in anv way prejudice or mtlilati! against the 
problem of the future constitution of India and we shall certainly resist any 
attempt which direi tly or iiidircH*dy i rejudicea or miiiintes assinat our demand of 
Pakistan/* Mr. Jtnnali who was s}M‘aktng st an inirrvirw given joinly to Foreign Priwa 
eorrespondents in response* to their individual r» quests, agrei^d with the suggesdon 
that the Muslim league Members of the IiiUnm iioverninent were * sentittels** 
who would watch Muslim interests and added they would help *Hii the day-io-day 
adminiatration.** Replying to the question whether he bad decided to summon a 
meeting of the I^c^ague c ouncil, Mr. Jiooah said, *'No. I have not." lie refused 
to disclose bis plans in this rcs»ect. 

Asked what were ibe pnnipecU of success of the present Interim Government 
Mr. .linnsb slid. **11 is s very big qunition.** He msde it clear tht^i he did not 
approve of the pre^ient arrangement, saying. *'It is forced upon us.'* ’*1 think 
mytwlf,** Mr. Jinnah ^aid, *Mbii Labour Government in Britain has blundered 
seriously and ta blundering. It is living in dreamland and ia pursuing mistaken 
poltctcs, may be with the beat of intentiona/* 

Pakistan tiik only Solftion 

Mr. Jinnah declared that the only aoliitioo of *bo Indian problem was a divi« 
•ion of British India into Pakistsn and Hindustan whose constitutions should be 
drawn up by two Constituent Assemblies. As toon aa tl is was achir%ed, It* said, 
**thia trnatOD. which will eoniuiue so long as one nation is going to rule over 
another, will cease*'. The minorities in both htaies would then scuttle down aa 
minorities snd **the majorities then will have no national quairel". 'The problem 
will then be how best to give safeguards and proteciioo to minority a and unleti 
yon say tbai we are reduced to bestiality. Uim ia no reason whj Muslims shonld 
not mve generous proieetton to minorities." Division alone, Mr. Jinnah said, wtti 
give both Hindus and Mualfma freedom in the shorteat poaaible time. 

Ilr. Jinnah dismi s a e d psa-l^m as aa **explo«ied bogtj** and dselamd, **Wliai> 
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erer Dthecs might mJi I think thnt thme two SUies of Pnkisfain and HindotUn 
In Tirtne of oontiguity and mutual intareau will be friendi in ihie aub-oontinent. 
'iliej will go to each other*a reaeue in eaae of danger and will be able to aay 
*Handa oir to other nationa. We ahall then have a Monroe Doctrine move aolid 
thmi in America. 1 am not fighting for Mufilima, believe me, when 1 demand 
Pakiatan,*' he aaidi adding* ‘Takiatan and Hlnduatan alone will bring freedom to 
both Hindua and Mualima. 

Aaked what would happen in the next aix montha or a year when the Con- 
grew and the League are not agreed on the queation of the diviaion of the oountry* 
Mr. Jiunah aaid, «<What happena ia what you aee. You have been witneaaing what 
la happening.** 

ExCBAKOB of POPOLATIONB 

Mr. Jinnah made a direct refcience to the preaent diaturbancea when he aaid, 
^*The exchange of populationa will have to be conaidered aerioualy aa far aa poaaible* 
eapeoially after thia Bihar tr^edy.'* 

Anawering another queation, Mr. Jinnah aaid that the Interim Government 
waa not a Cabinet and it waa not a Coalition. It waa. he aaid, the Executive Council 
of the Governor-General formed under the Government of India Act of lOlO. 

CMlition, aa 1 underatand it,** Mr. Jinnah aaid, <*can be formed 
when there ia a aovereign Parliament compoaed of two or more partiea, who form 
themaelvea into political partiea, formulating policiea that they think are in the 
intereata of ^eir nation, both external and internal. And when there ariaea a 
national emergency, theae partiea conct^ntrate on thoae iaauea which endanger the 
national intereata of the people. Of course, in auch a Coalition there ia Joint and 
ooUeciive reimnaibility. They work together provisionally until the crisis or danger 
la averted. That is my view of looking at it consiitutionally.'* 

**ln the Foreign Press it is given out.** said Mr. Jinnah, ‘‘that Pandit Nehru 
is the Prime Minister and that it is Pandit Nehru*s Government and 1 also hear 
Pandit Nehru ia described as Vice-President, there have been Vice-Presidents 
since 1919. Under the present Constitution, the Viceroy has to appoint a Vice- 
President and his function ia only to preside in case the Viceroy is unable to pre- 
side over the Executive Council.** 

Asked about Indian States, Mr. Jinnah said that the demand for division into 
Pakiatan and Hindustan waa confined to British India, but the States at a later 
stage would be free to join either Pakistan or Hindustan. *‘My own view ia let 
these States develop for themselves. It is a matter now between the Rulers and 
thetr subjects. The States, of course, will have to advance. In course of time 1 
think there will be complete self-government iu the States, quicker than we imagine 
because of events in British India.** 


“Equal Righiu in Pakistan * 

The plan for Pakistan, Mr. Jinnah aaid, called for a popular representative 
Government in which “every citizen, no matter what his caste, colour or creed, will 
have equal rights.'* 

Asked when the League Council would be summoned, Mr. Jinnah commented. 
‘T can't say." Pressed further, he said he could not discuss the matter now **for 
State reasoQS— it ia not in the i:ublic interest just now." 

Asked if he agreed with a statement made in the Dawn, Mr. Jinnah replied : 
“It is very often said that Lawn is mv paper and aometimea it ia deacribed that 
whatever Lawn aaya ia inspired by me for the Muslim League organisation. Let 
me tell you it ia absolutely unture. No doubt Lawn follows the Muslim League 
TOlloy. It ia a trust, it does not belong lo the Muslim League. As a trustee, no 
doubt, I have to manage and direct the truat. But I aaaure you I have never 
interfered with my editor aa a trustee or otherwise. If there was any aerioua 
fundamental departure from Muslim League policy, then naturally I would 
inteifere.*' 

“No SUCH THING AS INDIAN*’ 

India*! civil atrife will continue until “abaolute” Pakistan ii achieved, Mr. 
Jinnah told foreign journaliata. “I don’t think there will be peace throughout the 
country without a division of Pakistan and Hindustan,*’ he aaid. 

Mr. Jinnah ascribed the present killing and deatruetion to fear on the part of 
both communities of “one nation ruling the other." He aaid this fear will be 
removed when the Hindus and Muslima each have their own State. “The Hindu 
minoritiea in Pakistan areas will then have to resign themaelves to the status 
of a minority," 

Hr. Jinoah Mfenl ttokea in tbe ooum of the inteMew ndmoniehed the jont^ 
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ailllti for miiig the term **lodUii'\ Mjing **Uiere ii no tuob tliiog.** **TImi dtei* 
•k» of India into tofereign Sutes wiil in tlie thorteit |iOMibla time Indepen* 
denee lo both ^mmunitiee. We can then tAfeljr tell the Brttiih that we are able 
to manage our own affaire*', Mr. Jinnah declared. 

Beturnlng to the communal riou. Mr. Jinnah taid the Interim Govemmonl 
had no imwer to intenrene in proTinoial dieturbaneea which, he claimed, it eeeted 
in the GoTemor^General and the jhrotrtnetal Gofemmenm under the ittld Act 

Preaaed to define the territorial limiu of PakteUu, Mr. Jinnah admitted it 
might have to coneiet of two parte, but aald Uaat '*Eeaterii I*akiaun" conaieting of 
Bengal and Aaeam would have a population of aeventv milliona. He Mid he caw 
nO need lor a Pakistan- Hindustan Federation since Muslim India will be a mighty 
State with a population of hundred mtlliotia and Hindu India will be one of the 
world's largest rotates with at least two hundred million inhabitants." 

The Huidim League Pretideni alleged that the British Labour Uoveriimeni **hai 
no policy for India or Palestine«--Uiey are just drifting.** 

Mr. Jinnah refused to commit himac^lf on League policy in regard to the 
forthcoming Constituent Assembly or the iorig-ierm Osbinet Mission plan. Mr. 
Jinnah expressed the opinion that the Indian States should not be represented in 
the Constituent Assembly but should be allowed to join the unions later if they 
desired. **I will not interfere with the Hiates". he auded. 

Mu«lin League Boycott of Conatituent AMenbijr 

Jlanah-Vicsrey Oorreapoadeaee 

In the meantime, inviutions were sent out to members to attend the CooctI* 
tneot Assembly session begtiiiung on l>ecember 9. The drisy in striving sta 
decision on this essentisi preliminsry to tbs coiivenitig of the Assembly wss explsln* 
cd In the letter relsssed by Mr. Jiuiiab on the 20tli November. It indicated that 
the Muslim Lescue sttituUs wss not fioslly made (dear till November 16, when Mr* 
Jtnnsh pressed for an indefiulte postponement of the Constituent Assembly. 

The sunouncement tbst the Oonstituent Assembly will meet as originally 
arranged and tbit invitations were issued on the 'JDth November wm regardso 
as in the nature of s reply to Mr. Jinnah. 

Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President of the All* Indie Muslim I^gue, In a letter 10 the 
Viceroy, dated November l7, asked for the postponement of the OousUtuant Aetembly 
Sine (fie.* Mr. Jionsh contested the claim of ibe CongreM that it bad soeepted the 
statement of May 16. After referring to the circtinisianoes in Bibar. Mr. Jionah 
said that the Constituent Assembly should be positK>ned sod all energy should be 
concentrated upon restoring peace and order, these polots are oonlaiiied In hia 
reply to a letter from the Viceroy dated Noveml>er 5, in which His Kxeellsney 
hopid that Mr. Jinnah would arrange to summon the League Council with a view 
to ihsir secepting the state |is|)er. The two letters were released by Mr. Jionah 
on the 20th November. The lollowtog is the text of the correspondence 

Letter fren the Viceroy to Mr. Jinnah dated November 4, 1046. 

**I)ear Mr. Jinnah: Before 1 went on my visit to Bengal and Bihar I spoke 
to yon about summoning your Oounetl with a view to their accepting the settlement 
of May 16th. I hope you will arrange this at an early date, 1 am doubtful myself 
whether there is soy use in holding further discussions, but if you are (soovioosd 
that soma sasursnee is necessary would you please l«t me know what exactly it is. 
1 suggest that it might be a gocid ihlng for you to have another talk with Hir B. N. 
RiO who would, 1 am sure, be glad to osll on you. 

Lntter from Mr. Jinnah to tho Vicovoy, dated Novomhor 17, 1946. 

Dear Lord Wavell 

1 am in receipt of your letter of the 5Ui November, 1046 and I thank you for 
it Owing to the very grave siiustion creeted in Bihar it was not possible for me 
lo consnKsocb of my eollesguss as would have been avsilsbis in Delhi, or my Oommi- 
tteo of Action and, in order not to delay my reply, 1 have consulted eome and to 
inform you that the Oongrees have not accepted tbs statement of May 16 from tite 

beginning. To mentioo only few official doeumente, here is the letter of tho 
Ptfitdeot of the Coogrese, deled ^th of June, the Coogrese Workiag Oommiltei^i 
reeoltttion of the 26Ui of June and various pronounesmeoit of the foremost Cnorrsm 
liiders and thereafier the Werdha rceolntioo of the Coogrese Workiag Oommiio 
dated Aogoet lO, Ihit clearly ahow that the Googrssi never badf nor hate they 
gvoB BOW, aeeei^ the steteMBi of May i6, ^ 
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Efim raeentlf, io t letter to Mr. Gi^loetfi Berdoloi, Prime MIoietei of Aeeem 
pobltebed on the r<Sth of September, 1946 (after the Asiam L^elitife Aaaemblj had 
gfren a mandate to their repreaeotatifee to the Gbnatitoent Aeeembly in the olenreet 
terms to defy the fnodamenuie of the Butement of May 16 ), Pandit Jawnhnrial 
Nehru aaya 

fatly appreeiate the feeling in Aeeam in regard to the feetiooe or gronpiag 
and I think that our position will lifeguard our sentiment completely. Baring 
aooepled ^e document of May 10 we hare inerltably to accept going into Uie 
aeetlouSi but the question is as to how we shall function in these sections. Ton are 
right io saying that 1 did not go into this matter in my broadcast, beeause I did 
not wish to rales oontrorersial issues there. But our position is clear that prorindal 
autonomy must be maintained and a prorinee must decide both about grouping and 
its own eoustitntioD. 

*'lt io true that we hare accepted the Federal Oourt’s decision in regard to the 
interpretation and we must abide by that decision of ours. But in no erent we are 
going to agree to a prorinee like Asaam being forced againat its will to do 
anything. 

**The Constituent Assembly has now been postponed to December and we do 
not know what derelopm^nts might take place b> that time. Whaterer they might 
be, if Assam io strong enough nothing can happen to Auam that it does not like.’* 

Nest, Mr. Gandhi, only as recently as the third of October, 1946, in one of his 
pronouneementSf said: 

«*Xhe Constituent Assembly is based on the state paper. That paper has put in 
cold storage the idea of Pakistan. It has recommended the derice of grouping, which 
the Congress interprets in one way, the League in another and the Cabinet Misaion 
In a third way. No iaw-girer can give an authoritatire interpretation of hia own law. 
If, then, there is dispute as to the interpretation, a duly constituted court of law 
must decide it.’ 

' In the first place there is no prorision in the statement of May 16 for any 
court to decide what is the true interpretation of the document. Besides, the basis 
and fundamental principle nndeilyiiig that document is not, and cannot be made a 
Justifiable issue. The proposal embodied In the statement of May 16 are recommend* 
atione of the Cabinet delegation and yourself, which esn only be carried out when 
both the major parties are agreed in the clearest manner and unquestionably, upon 
the fundamentals. 

1 quite appreciate when you say that there is no nse in holding further dis- 
eumloos and you informed me that there was no chance of the Congress agreeing 
to il Judging from the position they had taken up. In these circumstances, 1 hope, 

J on will appreciate that it will be futile for me to lummon the Council of the All- 
ndia Muelim League. 

You ask me to let you know, what exactly it is in the way Of assaranees that 
will lie necessary. The question is not as you put it that, if some assurances are 
necessary. 1 should let you know exactly what they are. The real question is to get 
the Congress first to a^ree to fundamentals in the clesreet language and then devise 
ways and means by which the propocals can be implemented and enforced by Hit 
Majesty’s Government if the Congress break their word. 

Apart from this impossible position that* the Congress have taken up through* 
out ana have followed up at the present moment, now we are face to face with the 
macs, organised and planned ruthless massacres of the Muslims in various parts of 
Bihar. The foul and gruesome methods adopted under the very nose of the Oongress 
Government, the administration and the police in Bihar show that the Oongrecs nave 
entirely failed to protect the life and property of innocent people, to cay nothing 
of the emalUicale killing and destruction of property that are going on In variouc 
other fmrtc of the country, where the Muslims are in minority. In thie highly cur* 
oharged and explosive atmocphere even to think of the propoeed Constituent Assem- 
bly or any talk about it, when we are faced with two hostile camps, with the result 
thsi killing, murder and deetruetion of property are going on space, je neither 
advisable nor poceible. It will only exacerbate the present situstion. 

I moet earneatly urge upon you to concentrate upon the measurec to be 
adopt^ and etrried out to protect life and property without dday. The entire 
maohinery of the adminietretion of the Government must immediately be eoneen* 
trated upon eetablisblog peace and tranquillity and euocour and help thoee who 
are homelees, foodless, olothless end In need of medioal help and wanderiog about 
In Bihar in tbouiauds -^the latest reliable eatimatec co far available are about 80,000 
killed aad 1,50,000 refugaee-Hmd further to see by avery amna how to avoid and 
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pmmi a miirmea of homan aUntshtfr to foiora. Tbia it loor tterad dolf a»d 
Iro^ aad 1 lioiW! you will Imniodiately imprcta upon Hi* ^ftmataal to 

telM lip this ivincditte Utb. In my opinion, tberffora you thcoM tonoiiBeo 
inmediotely the poetponement of the Ooneiituent Aetembly Vine Hie* end let at ell 
eonooitrete tfery ounce of our energy ut>on reetoring peace and order flrtr. 

Jlttaah*a Direclitre Iq BofcoII Ccmalilueiit Aaaembly 

Ifr. Jinnaft, Prceident of the AIMndU Mndim l^Nignc. in a tialemeni froM 
New Delhi on the SUt Nneambar eaid that no rcprceenlatire of the Muallm League 
will participate in the Cooeiitnent Aetembly and the Bombay reaoluUon of the 
Muelim League Oouncil. paaaed on July 20* atanda. 

deeply regret,** eald Mr. Jlnnah, the Viceroy and Hie MafeaiyV 

Oorernmeut bare decided to aiimmon Ui«* Conctiment Aetembly on the ninth of l>f« 
eember. lo my opinion, it ie one more blunder of very grave end ecrloiie cbaracler. 
It it quite obvioue that the Viceroy ia blind to the preeent acrioue altnitloo and 
the realitUa facing him and la entirely playing into the banda of the Oongreaa and 
ie np(>ceatiiK them in complete diaregerd (A the Muslim l^eegae tod other orgiolaa* 
tioiie and elementa in the national aide ot the country. 

‘Mn tlieae circumatancea« it ia obTintia that no repreaentative of the Mnalim 
Leagae will participata in the Caiiatitueiu Aaaembly. and the Bombay reeoliiiioit of 
the Mualim League I'ouncil, tjaaeed on July 29, a;aiida. By forcing tbie mitting 
of the Goiiatimcnt Aeeemblyi the matter bae been Curtber esaaperated and a elliia* 
tion bae bt«n creaied which will lead to aerntna conacquencea. J want to make 
It clear that no rci'Teeeniattve of the Mualim League abuuld attend the ConelUueut 
Aaaembly eommuned to meet on the ninth of Decemb.T, 1940/' 

Nehru on Alliance between League & Br. official. 

Pandit Kehru, in an outapoken decUiatlon In the Subiccii (^iinmltlee of the 
Congreae at Meerut on the Hat. November, aiaicd that the :atnioepbere In the Interim 
Qovernment, after the LeagueV entry, bail become eo etrained that Oongreaa mem* 
bare had twice threatened to realgn. *'Our patience ie feat reaching tbe limit " he 
added. **lf theee thiiige continue'* be went on, "a atniggle on a large eoale la incvl* 
table." 

He charged the Viceroy with fatinre to carry on tbe Government in the •pitit 
in which he bad atarieii **He la gradually removing the wheela of the ear and tbla 
ie leading to a critical attuaiiou." 

hven aiiire it^* entry into the (Government, the l^eague, he declared, bad uiireued 
ita atm to eoliat Britiah aupnorL He had once written to Mr. Jionah ihet aifTerew- 
cea between the C'ingreaa and the Ijfaguf in the Interim Gnverofnent ahould be 
eetUed by themfelvea, without tbe Viceruj'a titiervention. Mr. Jionah did not 
categoricallv reject thie auggeetion. Hut. after coming into the Government, the 
League had been endeavoaring to ealabliah itaelf aa **tbe KtngV party" in the Go- 
vernment. The Britiah Government for ita«part had been explotling thie iHteition 
for ite own purp ^^e*. 

"There la a mental alliance between tbe League and acnlor Britiah oflUcUle.'* 

Referring to the Conatiiuent Aaaembly and tbe Congreea declalon to enter it. 
Pandit Nehru aaid that, if the liUagiie did not accept the pro)H>aata of May 16 aa 
waa clear from Mr. Jinnab 'a letter to tbe Viceroy, then there wee no room for 
League repreaeotaiivea in the Interim Government. 

''While they are welcome to join the Cunalituent Aaeembty. let me make It 
clear that, whether they come in or keep out, we will go on." 

*1 am not enamoured of thie Gonetituent Aaaembly. But we have accepted It 
and we ehall work It and get the fulteai advantage out of it. 1 do not regard it aa 
by any maane the laet Omatituent Aaaembly. It may be that, alter India aebievea 
ample freedom, another Conatituant Auwmbly will be called. 

"The only good thing about thie Conetituent Aeaerebly ia iliat the Brilieb 
power will not be directly repreeented in it though we may not be able to cheek 
Ite Indirect repreaeniation by the back door." 

Pandit Nehru reiterated tbe determination to go into tbe Gonatiiiient Aaeembly 
in full atrength and fully organlaed. "We will enter it, not In order to quanel om 
petty thinga out to eetablieh the ludian liepoblio." (Cbeert). 

Oppoaiag Hr. Jinnah'e demand for poitponemeot Vine die.’ Pandit Nebrti 
•aid that the poetponement for five months would mean that It would be never 
Feodit Nehru wee epeaklug on u leeolutioofdedarlofion the eve el the 
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•nwnonliiit of Um Aimilily, thol Uio Coofcroift otondi for on iadopoo* 

dint formiffo rrpoblie. 

The Mtttltin Leaf ae and the Interim GoTemmenl 

Paadtl NalM Ralaataa Corratpoadama 

Th« tarma oC the Moalim Leaeaa'a partieipatinn in the loterim Govaninaat 
ara mada alaat In l^ttara from which ast ‘acta ware rcleaaed on tba 23rd Koramber 
bf Pandit Nahrn* In ralaaaiofc tha cxtraeU from tba corraapoadfnoa, Pandit Nabm 
•aid: 

Car tain eorraapondanca batwacn BE. tba Viceroy and Mr. 11 A. Jlnaab was 
pnbliahad abont thrf*a waeir* ctfo. Thta related to tba participation of tha mambara 
of the Mttilim in tba Cabinet. A nnmber of lattarc baariof on tba aobjeet and 
more apcciatly on tba tarma of tha Muaiim IjcaKna** participation in tha Interim 
OoTf^nment ware aicbanicad between H. E. tba Viceroy and Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nabm. Soma aztracta from thaae iattera ara now raleaaad to tha Praaa for pablic 
information: 

ViCRftOY oil BActa OF New Government 

Extract from H. £. tbw VIcaroy'a fatter dated October 4, 104# to Mr. M. A. 
JInneb : 

In a Coalition norarnroant, it It imnoMibla to decide major mattara of policy 
whan one of tba main partiaa to the coalition ia atronicly airainut a eoiirca of action 
propoaad. My preernt cotlaagna* and I aRraed that it would ba fatal to allow 
major eommtinaf iaMuca to be decided bv rota in tha Cabinet. Tha efliieiancy and 
praatiRe of tba Interim Gorernment wilt depend on eiiet*rinR that differencaa are 
raaolrad In advance of Oabinat roeetiriRe by frl<*i»dly diacuaaton. A Coalition 
Government eithf«r wnrka by a procraa of mutual adiuatment or doaa not work at all. 

Hinca tha baaia of the participation in the Cabinet i«« of eouraa, accaptanoa of 
tba Htatamant nC May 10, T aa«uma that tha l^eaRue Council will meat at a vary 
early date to raconaidar ita Bombay raaolution. 

Nehru's Letter to Vickhoy 

Extract from Pandit Jewekerlel Nebru'a latter dated October 14 to H. E. 
Ibe Viceroy 

It ia important for ua to iindaratand azacUy bow ha (Mr. Jinoab) proposaa to 
join and what thaae terms are to which he rafara. Varioua atatementa in newapapere 
and more epceially In tba olfiotal Muelim l^aRue orRtn ara diaconcartioR in tba 
axtrama. Otir paat experience doaa not encouraRa ua to reir on vaRue and ambi- 
Ruoiia pbraaec. These nsnatly lead to mistinderstandiiiRa and subacquent arRument 
which la not edifyinR. It ia de«irabH, tbarafora, to ba precise in such mattara and 
to know exactly where we stand. 

Wa know the tarma of your broadcast in AuRuat last and I bare acen your 
letter to Mr. .Tinnah dated October 4. 1 have not aean your latter to him dated 
October 12. I trust that tbia does not contain enythiiiR beyond wbat waa contained 
In tha brosdeaat or tha letter of October 4. If ao, wa should be informed of it ao 
that wa miRht know what tba exact position ia. 

As I understand it, tba ofinr you mada In your broadcaat waa that fire placaa 
In tha Interim Oovarnmant could be taken by the Muslim I^aRue. In your iettar 
of October 4, you made It clear that a Coalition Oovarnmant must neoassartly work 
M a team and not as a joiniuR toRethai of rival groups which did not co-oparata for 
a common purpose. Further, you state that the basis for participation In tba 
Cabinet must, of course, be praauroed to be the accaptanoa of tba Cabinet Miiaion's 
Statement of May 16. 

It seams to iit much better that any possible misunderstanding should ba 
removed at this ilaga so that it may not come in our way later on. We have to 
face a dfffioiilt sittiation. So far as wa ara conoerned, wa shall make every effort to work 
oo*operativaly and aa a team. DurtoR the last aix weeks we have done so with 
oonsidarable tuooeae and to tha advantage of cur work. Almost every decision of 
oarSf to whatever department it might have belonged, has been taken after joint 
consultation and agreement Tbia baa made us to some extent jointly reepooaible 
for the working of tha variona departments and the burden of any particular port- 
folio haa been shared by othera. We propose to eontinue to work in this mannsr. 
How far the Muelim League members share this outlook with ua I do not know. 
Any other approach would lead to frietioo and delay in the diapoaal of our work. 
In any event, we think it neoeaaary for ua to know aa fully aa posaible, the tarma 
to wbieh Mr. Jiunah rafara in his latter Ootober 13. If there la any variation or 
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•ddilipi to Ibmo to eooloUiid io your broodootl tod yoor ktM of O o lo btr 4» wo 
•borate infonood of it. 

a B. Ite VtoofOf*# tetlor daW OctaW tB to IWH JoWftteiiol IMni v- 

Itenk loo for yoor Ultcr of rairidoy, 1 ooelooe • oopj of my loltoc lollf. 
Jlooab dotod Ooiotec 12. 'ftero teto bra no ranruira or oxpimiollooo 10 
Mr. Jiooah thot go boyood tte lermo of Ibo broodoitt and ite loUart of Oetobtr 
4 nod 12. 

CAVOILLATIOV op BOMOAT RnOLOnOlf DgllAPOBD 

Estrod from Poodit JowotefUl Nolm*o lottor dotod Oolobor 23 to H, E. tbo 
VIeo ffoy : 

Id my eorrmpoodeneo with yoo and io yoor lottor addreoood to mo ao wall ao 
to Mr. Jionab it woo made clear that tte Mutitm Leagac*o Joining the Inlarlm 
Oororomeot moaat ineviubly their aeeopiaooo of the loog*iorm ootemo of iho 
Oabinct Delegation eontainrd in the Siatoment of May IB. 1 need not trooblo you 
with refereiiee to thie in rarioue leitera. It «aa pointed out then that a formal 
dedeioa of the Maalim Lea^itie to thia cfloet would hato to bo taken by tbo Ooonoil 
of the teagttc» aa they bad originally paaaed the reeolution of non * 0000010000 . Neror- 
theleaa, it wao made clear th^i the Working Camntiitee of the Iragoo would i oolf 
reoommend the acceptance ol thia echeme and the formality oould follow eoon after. 

It wao on thia baaia that we proceeded. We auggeat, therafore. that theae two pointo 
ohonld ba cleared up. 

(1^ The Maalim Leagiie'a aceeptanoe of the long-term achemo aa embodied In 
t.*e atatement of May 16» auoject only to a formal raliftoation by the Oounoil of tte 
iiOague at an early date, which ahoufd ha Baad. 

The approach of the Lieague to the interim Government and in parilottlar 
whether Raja Qhaaiiafar All Khnn'a and Mr. Uaqat Ali Khan'a epeoohea raoontly 
delivered repreaent that approach or not. 

If thia clariBoation ia aaiiafaetory, the next atap to be taken ia the allotment 
of portfolios. The second etep eennot preeede the Bret, for it it dependent upon It 
end governed by it. 

From paet experience, you will npprcciate how thia clariBoation and preeielon 
ore neeerary io order to avoid future trouble. This le all the more oeoerary bmauee 
the Mnelim League are not Juining the iolerlm Government after ao agreement with 
Oongreae, £ven ae it ia, we welcome their coming in, but that coming In would 
hove little value and iu fact might even be harmful to all oonoerned if it was really 
0 prelude to inuer ae well at to outer coitfiicte. 

JlNHAH'O AOOUAAMCB TO ViOBBOY 

Extract from H. E. tho Vtcoroy*a lottor dotod Oclobor 23 to Pundit Juvmbnr- 
Ul Nohrw : 

1 have made it clear to Mr. Jinnah. whom 1 save seen io<4ay, that tho Mnillm 
Leugue'a entry into the Interim Government it conditionai on the oooeptnnoe of tte 
•eheme of the Cabinet Delegation eontaiued in the etatament of May IB and explai- 
ned in the autemtnt of May 25 and that he moat call hit Oouiioil at an early dale 
Io agree to thia. 

Aa I told you, Mr. .Tinnab haa aaenred roe that tho Muollm Leoguo will oomo 
into tbo Interim Oovernmeot and the Conctitoeut Arambly with the intention of oo- 
operating, lie regreU and oondemno aa deeply aa you do the recent diainrbanra In 
Kaat Bengal. 


IB 



The Indian National Congress 

54tli SeMioa— MMrvI — ^23rd & 24lh November 1946 


The 54th anitnal Mstlon of the Indian Natiooal Congreei opened at Meemt 
on the 23ffi Movemher Ii4i with Aeharya Kripalani in the chair. Uelegates and 
▼Itlton nnnberlng lOOfOUO according to one estimate, sat In the pandal. while a much 
laeger eoaeonree filled the approaches and poshed and Jostled and milled round tor 
vantage points from which to see and cheer the leaders as they entered in procession. 
Loud epMmie carried the speeches to the gathering outside. 


Weleome Address 

Chaudhury Raghuhir Narain 8ingh, Chairman of the Reception OommitteSi 
welcoming the delegateSf said that Mrernt, where the first abou in the Mutiny of 
1057 were fired, was proud of the honour of playing host to the annual seeeion of 
the Indian National Congress. The power which had kept us enslaved, he said, was 
now weakening, but bad not lost all strength as was shown by the happenings 
during Pandit Nehru*s tour of the Frontier. 

Referring to the disturbances in Noakhali and Bihar, he aaid that our leaders* 
were trying nard to put an end to them, but the power to incite violence was often 
greeter than the power to check it. The disturbances had spread to Meerut and bad 
forced on us a purely business-like session. He, however, asserted that the city of 
MMrut had to share the responsibilitv for some of the dreadful things done in cer- 
tain parts of the district. He extended a warm weleome to the delegates and asked 
their indulgence for any shortcomings. 

A resolution of condolences on the leaders who died during the last six and a 
half years was first passed. 

Aeharya KrlpalaaFs Call to Nation 

Acharya Kripalani then delivered his presidential address. The following Is the 

text 

**We are meeting after full six years— years momentous in the history of our 
own struggle f t freedom. During the period, we came twice into open conflict with 
the Britiidi Government. In lOil, we started the Individual Civil Disobedience move- 
ment to vindicate the right of every Indian freely to express his opinion about the 
war in which India was dragged against her will. It succeeded in attaining this 
limited objective. The second was the all-coraprebeiisive 'Quit India* struggle.*^ Mr. 
Kripalani ref<rred to the release of the leaders in i945« the abortive conference at 
Simla, the visit of the Parliamentary delegation, followed by the visit of the Cabinet 
Mission, the long negotiations at Delhi and Kimls, culminating in the historic State- 
ment of May 16 and the formation of the Interim Government in Beptemlier last by 
the Oongress. *'6oon the Viceroy began talks with the league leaders on his own 
initiative, without the oonaeot of his colle^uss in the Oabinet. Hnch a proeedure waa 
not oontemplsted. Ths offer made to the Ooogresa was unconditional. Nevertheleaa. 
the Congres^ alwaye willing and anxioue for unity, dit not objeot. Through the 
Viceroy the Oongreea and the League resumed oegoUationt. The result again waa 
failure. However, in the end, the League accepted the Viceroy*! invitation to nomi- 
nate five out of fourteen members In the Interim Government That the League 
repreeeniatives are to-day in the National Government working as coUeaguee with 
our owu represen tali vea. It it hoped that facing the same difficoiiiea and solving 
the same problems, a workable unity will be evolved that will carry us ovsr these 
trottbloue Umee.*’ 

NiK) rOR CONSTRUCTrVB ErvoRT 

believe,’* Mr. Kripalsni said, **that if the Oongrsss had not taken up 
the chelleiige of British imperialism In Augost l942, we would not be ooenpying the 
position we do to day. Nor iodevd would ths Muslim Lesgus and other minorities, 
though toms of them may not like to admit the faeu True we have not yet achie- 
ved our goat of Pnrna Swaraj. But our repreaentatives and leaders have broken into 
the citedai of power. Thle ia not the end of foreign domination, but it is aurely the 
beginning of the end, provided we know how to utilise our opportuuities. However, 
even when we have eehleved our goal of complete independence we must not think 
that our tank la done. Nntionel liberty ia piecioua Indeed. It ie the very bieath of 
a natloa*a life* But however important, it ie n negntive eohievement— « reasoval of 
external eheoklee. II we are wiee we will not test content merely with the lemovel 
of external restrilntSi but will ao order our efidte that the freedom we gMo ia 
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tmnahHid Into ooamU food to our poopU. Thlo noono thot our ravolaUouorf iiol« 
OfCB wmlo a diitnqft Ihe old order muei eoDtUnily Mdilofo emUte osi^EiiihMi Id 
eooiMttvi aeiiTilj. _ ^ . 

^^Tldt eoneirootieo efbrt eliould bo noibinf new tor uo. Our rofololloiiivir 
nofottoul. boiod ' m it it oo non*vloleooo, it uolquo in hittori. Ututlljf poUtledl 
lovoltttiant bteo olmed ot tbo dotlrueiloo of iho old order. All toottmetivo tffocl 
10 rmould the otlioD'e life bee been done efter the old order wet oonpleteiy detitojtd 
end power ceptored. Tbit progrttt bee ineriubtf led not to one but e eerlet of 
rerolntioiit before ibioft could teiUe down end coDtiruottft effort benun. Not 
nnoflen, the profreee bee led to eifil wer end nlUmetely to dicutortbip. Both clftt 
wer end dietelortbtp heve e tendency to defeet the eimt of e revolution. It wet to 
in the French end Rnteien revolutione. Hie Oonicrtet under ^UendbliPt leed bee 
evoiiM over-empbei^it on mere dettrueilon or oo the oepture of power. It bee, oo 
the other bend, leid freet einpbeeit on the conetructive proicremiue. Now tbel 
Congreteinen ere et the helm of efftire in neo9 provinoee end even el the Centre 
we btve iomt tort of t NttioutI Government, It ahould not be diffloutl to inteiitify 
owr effort end reelite the full pottibilitiee of the conetruotlve progremnie it ennncie* 
ted by Oendbiji end eeoepted by the Congrett.** 

DBCENTnALieeTioH OF InDueray 

Reiteretinp tbe empbetit pUeed by the Oonureet on poliiieel demoorecy end 
economic cantlity, Mr. Kritniltni ttid: ''boonomic eautltiy mty be of thecommunltl 
order btted on centrtlieed big iuduttry or it mty be democrtiic end bettd upon e 
feir degree of dfceuireliteiion. If dcmocrtcy it to eurvivti it mutt ditcover e meene 
of evoiding concent retioii of economic power in the heudt of tbe ruler or rulere 
however ■elected or elected. Even e poliiictl demoertcy otn be e diotetorebip If 
there tre no tpheret of free tetivity left to ihe iodivldutl. The hlttoricel roln of the 
Gongreet tn the economic field htt been Itt bold tdvocnoy of deceutrellted indutiry. 
The Cougrctt tppointed in t Pltnning Committee under tbe prttidtnitbip of 
Pendti Jtwtherltl Nehru. Tbit OommittiH! net been et work for tevertl Xftrt. It 
bet collected fecit tod figuret. It it timt ibtl itt Itbourt trt uUllted But theto 
eeunot be uiilited uiilett the Oongrett mtket up iu mind tt to wbtt iiiduttrlet ere 
to be centrtlieed end whet dectotrellted* Uulett tbtt it done etch provinoe will go 
iu own wty. 1 tm afraid that already there it e kind of oompeiitiott even among 
tbe Oongrett provincet in the field of big iaduatry. Etch province wanta to intro* 
duct M many millt and factoriea at pottibie. We bad thought that the cloth indutiry 
wtt tbe one mutt eminently tutted for dccentraliaetion. But even here each Provin* 
oial Government it vying with tbe other to aet up new cloth millt. fe^omt people 
believe that in tbe pretent eUU of ecercity of cloth all metna of incretted produo* 
lion mutt be uiiliecd. They, however, fell to tee that tbit iiecatttrlly oraatea new 
ctpiulitt vetted iiitereett. At t khtdt worker 1 believe that with leat capital and 
leaa effort and in a ahorter lima more can be acoompliabed by a ayttematio encourage* 
ment of ihe chtrke and the htndlooro than by opening new millt. 1 have Ukeo 
Ibe example of tbe cloth indutiry. Bui it it time thet we took oountel among our* 
•elvee nod decided what tndutiriet might be be worked oo oentraliaed and what on 
deoeotraitted bttie,*' 

Proceeding, tbe Preeident aaid : '*Oor agrtculinre too muit largely follow 
ibe pettern ol decentralieed inguetry. It moat ebiefly eonaiat of peataoi proprietor* 
■bi|>t, with a provieion that oo plot thtll be aub*divided» whether on account 
of ioheriUDce» debt or any other cauee, beyond what would mtinUin a villtger'e 
family. Recently in retpouee to a nou-ofiicial reeoluiioo moved in the AJ.O*C. 
it wat decided by the Working Committee that the Provineial GoverumeiiU be atked 
to tend to Ibe A.IC.C. oflice their ecbemi-e for the abolition of tbe Ztmindari eyetom. 
Hie maurial received ebould be tyeuniaiieed and placed before tbe Working Com* 
mittee for coneideration. 1 bopa tbe direction of tbe Working Committee Tn tbia 
matlar will be epeedily given effect to and a body of experu appointed to prepare 
a eomprebeoeive plan for tbe elimination of the middleman in our tgrt<;ultural 
aconomy. T^ Iciod problem which aatumed dtngeroue proportione during tbe war 
conUnuae to oe our great concern even to-day. We are etill dependent oo what 
foreign eounlriee may ebooae to dole out to nt. Tbit dependence on the foreignar 
muai be eliminated where tbe moet primary needa of exiaunoe are concerned." 

CoiiOEM Moot Wom Foe a New I^ooial Oedee 

**T1m bielorical evolntloo of our freedom movement*" Mr. Kripeleni nefd* "pledcecl 
ae U ie to non-violcoee aad tbe good of Ibe maMea, demaoda a aocial ortnr frea 
bom exploitatloo lonelioning democratically and tamed to intematlonai oo*operati(Mi 
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wad ptMi. 0iuli • toototf will bt la aoaaoBMiee with «Im higbisl Idaait of tl» 
oad limo wo lift in, Tbo Ooaatm niulor Ooodliiii*i load boo boon woridni lor 
tbiit objioti. Now ll nnol ddTno Ibo oldoelo nioro eloorly ood work nu»o oonool* 
^^^lownidi IlMif foolliotlon nod ntUioo Ito nowij oeqnlrod powor towmdo thot 

Ooltton for noHonal nnl^ nl tbo proMol erliieol ianetnro* Mr. Kripoloai ookl : 
To-doj wo noTO oono kind of o Notlml Oovommont ot ibo Oonlro nod prorinowi 
bofo thoir popnlnrl^ oloelod Qorornaiooto. In o thori tino wo aboil be a j o am bllnd 
to fom a now oonalltntloo for India. Ffaedom if not aobiorad ia anrel/ in aigbt. 
Tbo Britlab ono no longer donj It to no, whata?ar ibeir iotontion. If to da^ wo 

onr goal, tbo fault ahall Be oura. It will be doe to the mietakce of oowmlail- 
00 and onilaalon we make at thie oritloal inoeture. The graataat atrengtb of Britlab 
tniMlalianiin Indie la that it Jiao been poaalblo for it to earrj out Ita nefarlona 
de^na tbroogb tbo inetromentalltj of the Indiane thenwelfea. Our tragedy baa 
bean our dlrlMone and dlfferenoea and a tendonej to eobordinate largo national 
intoraata to tboeo of oaetOt eroed and party. We giro to tbo emallor unito the loyalty 
that la duo to the whole. Herein ilea our greatoat woaknoea. 


Bahu Of CkimionAL DnmnnnonB 

Of all tbo politloal finooa, unity la tbo groatoat and tbo moat Important^ pro- 
▼Idad tbia unity la not euporimpoaed by force but la natural and apontanoona. But 
io India email dlfToreneoe produoo unbridgeable gulfe. Common pointa are forgotten, 
potty dioagreomenta ofer-ompbaoleod. Wo muat. If we bafo to lire and progreea aa 
a nation, ohcok tbla inherent oentrlfogal lendoncf. At proeont the groateet danger 
to our freedom la the eommunal diirereneea» •peotally between the two major eommu- 
nftlea, the Hlndua and the Mneliffla. Tbe forelg tier haa taken the fulleat adrantage 
of tbeee In the peat. To day be flnda it hie laat trump card. He la playing it 
eloferly and eubtly. It la nnhiatorioal, uneolentlllc, unethnio and unnatural to think 
that the Hlndua and the Mualima are two nationa. Their lutereate. aoeial. political 
and economic are Identical. Their common pointa are innumerable. Their oilTeren* 
eea can be eaally counted and are only akin deep. Tbe foreigner cannot diatingniah 
the Hindu from tbe Mualim except by the aocicient of dreaa, and that too only if he 
la familiar with aartorial diirereneee which change from prorince to profince. India, 
outelde India, la conaldered one whole. To kbink of India aa difided into two natione. 
Hindu and Mualim, la retrograde and reactionary. It ia difiding what nature and 
bletory bare united. 1 hafe my own grandnephewa and niccea In Sind who are 
Mualima. They lore me aa well aa do my Hindu grand-children. I cannot imagine 
that I aa a Hindu am an Indian and they aa Mualima belong to a different nationa- 
lity. One of them, a pretty little bride, wrote to me recently thua : **We offer 
you our aineeraat congratulationa on your attaining the higheet honour which any 
Indian can aepirc io^ May you long adorn tbe Congreaa gadi with diatinction and 
aerrioe. We are, of eourae, ataunch Mualim Leaguera, but we pray that there ahouid 
be a rapprochement between the Congreaa and the League." 

WABUiirG iGAtNaT Ahti-National CoMPaoMian 


1 hold that a Hindu who belierea a Mualim to be an alien not only doea 
wrong to bla religion but ia an enemy of the freedom and progreea of India. On 
the other band, if a Mualim who la flieeb of our fleab, bone of our bone, belieree and 
acta aa if he were an alien on Indian aoil, be doee equal harm to hia community 
and to tbe nation. We hare almoat ererything io common except religion wbm 
abonid be a peraonal matter, To fight on queationa of faith ia the way of a barbarian. 

I know tbe preeent fight between Hindua and Mualima ia not a reliidoua fight It 
baa nothing to do with political or economic iaauea that concern tbe maaaea of both 
the oommunitiea. The maaaea aet aa toola in tbe haada of tbe clerer and often, 
uaeorupulona politioiana. But, whaterer tbe eauaee, we muat recogniae tbe fact of 
the egietinf tenaUm and bitterneae, and ateer our couree ao aa to aroid any major 
eonfiiot I bare already in my public atatementa, made after my Hcetion, aald that tbe 
Oougieea meet yield to tbe demanda of tbe minoritiea, Mualim or aqy other, but 
not at tbe expean of tbe good of the nation. Bueb yieldiag In tbe paat haa largely 
been foaponalble for our nreeeot troublea. I bellere much of onr preeeni troubM 
could bare been aroided bad we boldly refuacd to accept tbe undemoeratie and anti- 
natlonal principle of aeparaie electoralee. The commuoM coafltot bee to-day aaanmed 
not only a aertoua but a riciona aapeot It ia quite poaaible that to aroid imaMdiate 
trouble we may accept principlea that cut at the root of nationality and demoeraey. 

II we do eoi we Miall ad only be betraying the nation, but ulUmalely Ibo Mue- 
Um and the other eomaunitiea. l hope our eldeia will gi^ tbemaelree and Ibo 


^*40] 


JLWBAULHVQ CALL TO NATION 


itff agaiotl Miif eoiioad or ooiolod Ulo 
* n la Iho fiiiaco. 


1 WM 


Bftkiog oaj «atl*Botioool m 4 tttt- 
Eabt BtaaAL ahd Bibia 

roo^ly in Kmi Bongol mod Bihar. It woold bo orlmliiol fbr «# to 
Kttort. Thoio fibo woro roapooitble lor tbo trofcodf in IGmI Bmool hod 
gifoo Ibo mooioo on idoo tbot Poktoton csould bo ooubliohed bj foroo— Zrarfi Loimo 
rakUiM. Mark§ JUnQt PakUtan / if onct the idoo vnicro into Uio mooo mind t^ 
tho oomoionol probiom eon bo ooWtd by foreo. it nill be on evil doy. not only 
lor Indio but for oil tlio eoaunnuitioo oouoomod. I om on oboolulo Miotor in 
BOB«Tioleoeo. Boi if Ibo otroir ihol woo pot on people in bool Bongol bod b t tn 
pul upon mo, 1 do not koow whot my redox oetion would boro broo. U i 
worn eommunitioo ogoinol tbo noo of iniiiol violonoe lo eoltlo ibeir differooeoo, 1 
moot worn them no lew oKetdot the nw of violence by woy of relolUtion end 
loprieol oo wot ibo eoee in Bibor. Two etllo do not oooeol eoeh other. And ibeeo 
roprleolo end retolioiione foil on innooent vletiino, even if tbo originol otiook woo 
o^nol Ihooo who roolly hod done wrong ond deeervmi puitiobmonu 

The Control Qovernmeoi foiling to interfere in Bengol, the provineeo beenmo 
virtnolly Independent llie noighbouriog provtnoe of Bibor under the cirottmetonooo 
woo ontitlod to protoit ogoinet whot hoppened to tbo Bihorlo iu Ooleuttto. Tho 
Bihor Government would eloo hove bm on titled to worn the ^ngol Qovemmoni 
■goinot tho proboblo repureueeione of wbot woe being perpetrolod ogoinot tho Hindtto 
in Boot Beogol with whot looked oliuoet like Ibo conntvonco of tho (lovemmont 
Tho Bibor Government ebould hove mode it plain to Bengol tbot the Hindoo in 
Bihor woro profoundly ogiuted over the foie of ibeir oo-religionioto in Bongol ond 
Ihol with the boot will in the world tho Government might not be nblo 
to oottirol tbo oitnotion if the feeliogo of tbo iwoplo woro eiroinod boyond o 
oorUin pitch. Tho Hindus of Bibor should hove ogitotod oud inolotod upon 
tbolr Govornment to uko up tbot poeition. Tbot would hove boon tbo propor o^ 
oonotitutionol woy. If tbo Oontre folio to moke itself rooponttblo for internol oooa* 
rity in tho provinoee, I om cloorly of the opinion tbot populor Governmenio in Ibo 
provlneoo muet Uko up oueb motiero with eooh other in future* If they do oo. 
they ore likely to orrive ot o belter orrongement Ikon if ilm oommunltiee 
toko tbo low into tboir own honde ond iudulge In roprleolo. 

Violooee ie ngly ond futile in ony eoee, but the uoorgonleod byetorio violeneo 
of the mob ii worw thon futile. It is foul to the very couee on wbooo boholf it io 
invoked. 1 om ofroid tbot if the preeent orgieeof provooolion ond rcUlioilon ooncinue 
tho Muslim Loogue looderihip will ooou be unoble to oontrol its foilowere' 
oven if it ebould decide ta And oo might the Cougrew, though the Conorow 
iMdar^ip hM doo. iu but to uw the peopit from tbii by.trri. of 
If that happM. Own Ipdira. wil be difidwl into two .rnad e«u|i. nf oomma^ 
^•Um .od Britisher will eUod guard over them both with bie buvooet. 
The day of ladu'a fraedom will be lodefiniul; poetponed. 

II we ac« to be worthy of ireodom we muet learn to lire together and 
teapeet aaeh otbar'a aentimenu. Hiodu and Muallm minoritiea aremturad^l 
over thia eoouiry. No amount of polic. or miliury proteoiiou can permanentlv^eTd 
affeetirely protect them from the wrath of the maioriiy oommunitlaa If the laUM 
Urn all eeoaa of moral ^IlgaUon toward, them. If no'Hiodu-. liflTp^i lid 
honour ate mf* to a Mualim majority area and no Unalim'a to a dtod^matoritv 
■tea, tbM elvtllead Ufa becomca an impoeaihility. Even Mr. Jtoaah'. li.^ - 
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Mhame aiitbt at least have tte metit°of^^’" a Mtotton ^ thi° 

^•^•r mutlyy traglo aad tohumao It might bo to carry it ouL ..m 
U ijhi Hualtea moat bara a tbeoeratie StaU ol their own they cannot ba allowed 
to ImpoM It CO Hindu. Hikb nod other miooritiw it thair territory. ThM miSS 
J*** ^ , ■uch tight of adf*deUrmtoalion as tha Muclima daim 

f? •• • »boto. Nor can the real of India bn immood^ 

•*l"5**f ^ ••oftona of popnlatioa to iU midst wboM^I 

IMM^ thdr oUtocMbipTn that ainio. If tho Muslim Lcagna ctotais PaUa^iS 
Sff**?* tot it face all im imoHMSoDS aad ato Into m 

^I^.to a lanrtble eolntioa, as Miimaual to tha lou 

Ibo Madlto totoitota to to Ite Bimla bto it toalogtoal esoMVMMo of tS, 


m VHK tMDIAJI NATlOlfAL OOKORBB8 ( liMFt^ 

wMi vIMi Hm LtiCat It Inltethig lit folloirm tad wbieli to mMmm 
t tmam tifiltotd lift dlttenli. Bm ia no cttt rnntl «t Hit potooii oi 
otmmaiitl tirift fnrlhtr to ditlotttrttt oar otcioiitl tod eorpomtt lift. lo ao tttt 
matt wt tllov oorttiftt to bt boiitod tad bltckvtiltd bj t iteticm oi ttit poimlt- 
tioa iato tatridolag tht Jotl righto of tht othm. 

Araait to tbb Lbaoub 

1 hopo, howoftr* that tht Ittdtc of tbo ftoAtiet taioog both tht tomtoaalttot 
win htft ttoit ttatt tod hamtaity thto to toko rtoouret to dttfMrtto tod aitdittrtl 
lioitdtoA. *rbt iwobtom It ttty of tolotioa If otly wt toetpi tht obfiout ftoi tbtt 
If thtfft art two attioat la India, they art the exploited and the exploiting of both 
or all tht eomiaunltiee. 'fhe Bindne tad Maellait hart a oomnoa tnemp and 
that to porerty, diita4e and ignorance. If only wt rttliet what wt itally an theca 
attd be no qaarrel between oe. 

1 here laboured tbie point at leagth beeanee thit it the greater ttaaibling 
bloek In oar path lo freedom and progreae. Eren at tbIe late hoar 1 hope now 
that the Muelim Letgne le In the Oeotral Qofemment and tbaree rteponelldllty 
with the Oongraea the orglee that were eoaeted In Oalonita, Eaat Bengal, Bihar and 
to a letter degree eleewbert will be nlghtmaiee of the paet. We ehall write anew 
on a clean elate of brotherly lore tod eo-operetloa at ehlldcen of a eommoa 
Mtherland. 

Tfla Btatbb* Peoblbm 

Turning to the problem of the Htatee, Mr. Kripalani eaid : 

Like the eommanal, the Bute qoeetion le eaay of eolation. If we think in terme 
of India and not In terme of eection or oommnnity. The Prinoee muet realiee that 
India cannot be half free and half elarty and that in a free India they cannot exiet 
and carry on aa they do now. If they only knew their real aelf inlereet, they would 
inetoad bf relying upon the preoanoae help of a ewiftly fading ImMrlalitm, pot 
their truat in the affeotione of a free, happy and proeperoua people. Political India 
hat no objection to their exietence If only they would live and act at democratic, 
oonetitutlofial monafche. 

Abolition of Untouobabilitt 

Oalling for the abolition of untouehability, the Preaident eaid : No ieee 
menaoiog to the freedom and progreee of our nation la the canker of nntonoh* 
ability. It mainly affbote the Hinda community. But it it auch an anaebroniem 
end ao inhuman that ita continuance ia bound to pciiaon the whole of onr netional 
life. Ihe Proriooial Gorernmento muet penaliee all public exbibitione of nntonch- 
ability. No public place, be it a road, club, a place of recreation or inatruotion, or 
a place of eating, anouid be eloae to onr tiarijan brothera. Alan, I think. Provincial 
Gorernmento can and ahonid legialate that wherever the majority of worabippera 
in a particular temple dealre the aame to be opened to the Hartjant, it aball be ao 
opened. In every other way the Harijana ahould be encouraged to take their 
rlghtf ttl place of equality with the ao-oalled oaato*Uindue. There ahonid 
be petfeot equality. Peraooalfy I believe In a claaaleaa and oaateleaa aooiety brought 
about by non-vloleal meana, for violence ia bound to create new eaetoa and 
eiaaaea. 

WABNING AGAIN8T POWKE POLITJCB 

Pointing to the danger of power politioa in the country, he eaid : In onr 
atrnggje our competition ao far baa been in the field of lervioe, auffering and aaori- 
floe. Bow that poaitiona of power and patronage are available to ua, let ue not kick 
the leader by which we have aacended lo theae poattiona. Let every poaltion of trnat, 
power and reaponaibility be for the aaka of aervioe and not a matter of aelf, 
patronage, pride or aeU-aggrandiaement. And when we are In high poaitiona, let ua 
not tblA In torma of eracii, eaato or family, but in terma of work and ability. 

Turning to the Oonatituent Aeaembly, the Oongreaa Preaident obaerved t 
We •bell aooQ be meeting In the Oonetitucnl Aaeembly to frame a conaiitu- 
tton of free India. It will be a demooratio oonatitutlon and will be federal In 
ebaraeter. We may not, however, forget that, In the adminiatratioe ae in the 
economic Hold, oentralteaUon, more than ia abaolntaly neoeaaary, to Inhntoal lo 
liberty. It to good, therefore, that the provinoea in free India ahall have the maxi- 
mum autonomy eoniiatont with external and Internal aecurity. But aome of our 
provinoea are each aa big aa a eonulry ia Europe. There may be over^traliaa- 
lion in the adminlalration of the provinoee, which too we muat avoid. Progmalveiy, 
we muet delegate to the villege paoeheyato Jndloiai powara In petty ertoilnal and 
otott caeea $ tha loeai police loo dght be pul under the eh^ of the panohayat. If 
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w MM UDM thi* rUIan ult of Mlf'Gonramwt. nhMIlteto it to th* •Itoitd 
c on dW ai of tihdoy. «• oMI bt workioK io eomoaaaoo vito Ibo rodIm of o«r 

*******0*1101 with lodio^i Tolotiooa with othtr oeaotTiM Mr. Kripolool mM : W# 
luive alwftjt stood for intsrnstioosl dissmsmeoti pssos, eo^psrsiloii snd opsn 
diploBMj. Wo bolioTO in o now world order bssed uoon goodwill ond oo*operolioii. 
Wo fccUovo thsi ihoso ohjeoli oon bo sohiovod bj on iniemoUonsI orgonisotion ooo- 
risting of froo ond oqaol notions. Wo bsliovo thol so long os imperloMsm oxistOi 
wbotovor Intomolionol orgoniootion Is dovisod for poses, will institobl; bs tnrnod 
into on Inslmmont of ombiiion by poworfni ond nnsenipnloiis notions. It will not 
bo booed npon fqnolitj, Jnstteo ond foirpisy ; bnt npon tbo eombined might of o fow 
domlnont notions. Tboro will olwo]rs bs tbs big Tbrso, Four or Five. Thol woy 
lioo dongcr. As long os there ore dependont notions ond peoples, so long will 
tboro be conflict ond wor. 

**No iMPBEiAusT Ambitions** 

A free Indio wilt hove in the fleld of internoilonsl sfiillstioos, oonnsotions 
more nolursl o td more suited to her geogrsphiesi position thot she hos hod under 
foreign dominotion. We bore no post eommltments ond no imperisllst ombltions for 
the lutnre. We ore eonoerned with sehlevlng ond msintsining the freedom of 
onr country so thot our ustionsle st home ond sbrood msy here their rightful 
opportunity to full ond free defslopment, oecording to their resimroes ond their 
genius. We here no snemies. We would like to forgst even the wrongs thsi 
Oreot Briisin hss done to us, ones she hss msds emends snd withdrswn her yoke 
from our necks. We would here no qiiorrel with Houth Afrios if In the Insolenoa 
of rseiel pride ite while minority did not seek to deprire the Indisne domiciled 
there of their elementri righle of citisenship, of ter boring enticed them from home. 

We respect the right of erery people to ehoose the form of Oorernment thot 
euiU them beet without depriring others of the some right. We woteh with eqtiol 
interest the Russisn odrenture In Communism, the British experiment in Uemorstio 
Boeloliem, ond the Ameriesn fsiih in priroie enterpriee. We must not be duped 
by ideologioel cisptrep into toking sides in ioternstinnsi rlrolrles end thus embroil 
oureelree in o third woild wsr, in the misuken belief thot we ore eerring the world. 
We ehould here enough oeope ot home for our reforming jseol without oitemptlng to 
reform other notions. 

Though we must derelop ood mointoin equsllj friendly relotions with oil notions, 
our osfociatlons with our neighbours In Asis ond Austrslio will noturslly be closer. With 
Chino ond Jspon we hore long hieioric snd cultursi sstocisUons. Bren to*dsy. thsnks 
to Psndit JswshsrsUI Nehru, who In the fitness of things is our foieign Minister, we 
hsre cordtsi relsttons with Ohins. We here slio eoliursi bonds with Indonesia 
ond the eastern islands, which ws must develop, India snd AustrsKs here nothing 
to luss ss much to gsiii bj closer iMereonree. CentrsI Asis sod the Middle 
Best ore other lends with which we hsr*< cultursi eontscls. With Horist Russia 
too our rcistions must be cloeer. With sll ihst we mutt keep up the Goonectioiio 
we oliesdy here with the wetiero democrscies. 

No Place For Fobbion Coloniis in India 

There le en sepect of our Internstiooel rcistions shout which It is necessery. 
in the interest of peace, thot we ehould mske onr eland door, And that le, that 
tlMiugh we moke no fetish of ustioosi sorereigoty end srs willlog to suborainste 
its rights to tbs claims of world mcc snd co-^roiion on tbs bssie of perfect 
equality between oil peoples we will not tolerate ioierference with the right or onr 
people 10 ehooce their form of Oorernment or rioloiion of the territorial integrity 
of lodUu Whether it it the preseoce of HrIUeh troops In Indio ogoinet the wieheo 
of our ehoeeo rrpreeeolstiTes, or foreigo^poid propogORdo to creole dissensions in 
onr rooks or the ooniiuuod oecnpotion or portlooe of our soil by the Portuguese 
end the Prsoeh on whsisfer pretensione, it Is o eiolstion of tboee fuodementol 
freidome which no notion oon be deprired. If the British con quit Indio oe 
they hove nncqaieocally promised to do, it le ridienlooc for the Portuguese oothorl- 
tico to claim that Ooo la port of their country tbouooodo of mileo away, 1 
cougtRtttlotc 0r. UomoMmohor Lohio for boring exposed the pose loiuiilee end 
indignity to which onr competriote ere cnbjectcd in Goe. Ilie dsye of emplrce am 
oxer end tiHley when e?eo big ond powerful ootione ore being obliged to giro np 
their empire^ it le time thei the emell notione, io th^ own lotereci, ehould gro» 
eefnily idtl^w from theiie ond thne help to remove the mein oonee ol wbie 
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OuMi RiLATiom win Bmii a a«d Obtlov 

Mr KripdMi wimiI on to daol with tho lodiiio Imoo in Hootti Afrioo wfaleh 
bid now gooo before the United NeClone end the poeitioo of Indiene ie Seel Alrien. 
Ho pMgod Jndie*o eopport to oar eoootrirmoa io Honth end Rest Afrien. 

Pleediog for clone end friendlj felntlone with lodie'e nei|cbbonii» Ooylon 
end Barmo, Mr. KripoUni eiid : ^*Co|lon end lodio hofe been good ncigbbonro 
oil Along end the Oongtoee ie determined to meinuin end detelop theee leUtiooi. 
Indien netioneU in Burme mutt Identlfj themeeWee with the people of Bnrme 
end mix with them ee eager doee with milk. Knit together in e common friendly 
reletlonehip, Indie, Borme end Ceylon will be iu • pncitioo to fulfil tbclr hietorl- 
eel mieeion in the ereetion of e federetioo of free Acietic netione thet would eon- 
etltate e powerful bulwerk ereinet Imperieliem end explottelion, whether of the 
Weetetn or the Beetem type.** 

OOgGRBBO MlVierXRS AWD TB8 PlOPLX 

Referring next et length to the probleme feeing the Googreee orgnnieetion in 
the New eituetlon the Preeldent decUred : 

The Congresi ie e democretic orgenieetion ee^^king to repreeent end ect on 
behelf of the people of Indie. It hee done thie through eervice, secrifiee end enfrer- 
ing. The flret condition of the exieteuoe end effeetire fnnotionlng of eueh en orge- 
nieetion ie unity. 

Thic doee not meen thet there eliould be no difference of opinion or no groupe 
or pertiee in the Congreee. It only meene thet the different groupe end pertlee 
ehould rreliee thet in en organic unit one cennot be true to e pert unleee one ie 
true to the whole. The eecond condition of heel thy end effrctire functioning of the 
Oongreee ie discipline. This mnet be aelMmpoeed. We muet build each treditione 
end oouYentiotie ee would make indieoipline difficult, if not impoeeible. 

In our struggle egeinet foreign imperieliem we here Icernt end employed 
eertein methodM of egitetion end etruggle for the etteinment of our goel of iudepen- 
denee. Beoeuee theee metbode here peid ue ie the peet, we ere likely tn beliere 
thet they ere of unWereel epplicetion. We imegine thet they will eerva ns also 
egeinet the demooreticeliy eetebliehed gorernmente which we here now oureelres 
Inetelled in power. The methods employed in our egiteiioo egeinet Use for^o 

§ o?eroment mey not therefore be quite eppropriete in the ceee of our own. lo- 
ey when we een change our legieletore end miiiietere, direct ection ehould be out 
of the queetion. Even in our criticism we muet be cereful end coneiderete. Our 
ministers In the prorinces and et the Centre ere hereteed by so many politicel end 
edroinietretire probleme that they need our understanding end sympathy. The nation 
wente too many things done Quickly. We have desired freedom eo keenly end so 
long thet we here come to bsliere that tie edeent will eoWe all our probleme. We 
ere therefore apt to be impatient end to overlook the difficulties our repreeentetivee 
here to jfeee in e government thet has no traditions of service end whose offieiele 
have elweya acted ee the meetera of the people. The mecbiiietioiia of the veeted 
totereets, official and unofficial, native and fonign also make the task of e National 
Qovernment et this Initial stage difficult. Uur criticism muet, therefore, be con- 
etritctive and aympathetio and never merely daitruetive. We must give out repre- 
eentetivee breathing time to clear the meet that they have Inheritea. Let nothing 
he done or caid which will be uaed by our enemiee to diecredit our repreeentetivec 
In the Government 

But those who are in the Government muet eleo never forget thet they ere 
•erven te of the people not their meetera. They muet remember that they cannot 
afford to kick the ladder thet hee taken them to their present eminence. Let them 
therefore, elweye remain loyal to the Oonmee end through it to the people of Indie. 
Fkom ^em they derive their ctrength end to them ie their flret end foremost reepon- 
elbility. They mnet eleo tee that they ere not ewellowed up by the bureeueretie 
meeMae. They muet reform end simplify It. They mnet have leee of red- tavern 
end eoneiateBtly with their publio doty they most be eeoeesibie to the people* They 
muet eleo diapeaae with maeh of the perei^ernelie of pomp end pbwer thet a 
foreign government Ihoaght neee c eery to keep iu prectige. Their prestige ie deri- 
ved from eerviee end voluntary poverty wbieb they embreced before offioe enme 
tfailr way. ^ 

Rxvioion of OoxeRime CoiraTiTUTiow 

It le often eompleined that the coaetiiuiloti of tl e Goagrese bee broken down. 
It DO longer works amoothly; the orgeniaetlon hee become too big end complex lor 
it There ie tbereiore n demand for oveiliettliog it To meet tbte demand the A.I. 
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O.Cn IHM appoialed a oommUi-*6 to tacgiiti nrnttiry oliMifEot, TIm oommitltt Imni 
net otiao tod nado iu ingg^flona. Tbm if tooj ar^ aoprorid by tba Workioff 
OottmittM ood Ui« Subjteia Oi»aiiniitHi>, #iii be p^eood befiire you for yimr adopdott. 
If for any raaaoo It ia aot poaetblo to ad«ipt the obangea iaoaadialoly, iba Oonaii* 
tatioQ Oommittea tua auggeated aoaa iatarim obaagea o^iob oiil lagulata our 
alaecioaa and eliinioata from tbaae. aa far a« poaitible <*orrapUoo, aorambta for |ioata 
and violaaoa. Bai wa moat not forgai that axwnal ohi«clia oaonoi ba affaeliTai 
anlaaa wa cultiraMi public ▼irtana. The laat war b«a killed all idealiatn and mada 
the araraga ciitaen eyiitcal. ft baa tnlroduoad black market meihtxia aver wbera< 
Theae metbode are need in Ooigreea aleotiona too. Bribarv, fraud, imparaonetioa 
and aomatimee avm violence are aeed to coerce the voter. Ballot boxee are atolea 
and dfwtroyed. All thie t« degrudiog. It ia a reildotioa not only on our public 
•pirit. but on onr moral priociplea. It i« etranga that wa ahould be non -violent in 
fighting foreign imperiahem but violent iu lur daaltuga with aaeh otlier Tbla 
clearly abowe that our ai>ri-viol«*iioe ia that of the weak and not of iba alrong. It 
ia belter to be atrong and violent than to be weak and noii^violaiit. 

'1 ua 5fi(iatos of thk OoNORnaa 

It ia our great good foriune ih*! we of thie generation have bean afforded an 
opportunity to be the inetruiueiiti of a noble eauec. It la not merely the freedom of 
people from foreign yoke that we are called upon to atrive and wi»rk for. Hooli 
an opportunity bee come to many peoole in hiatory. Oure ie a uiiiaue opimrtuuity. 
It ia to win our freedom by non-violent and truthful meane and to work for 
biub anda by moral mean*. Oure ta the opportunity to bring almut a fueioa of 
difTereni i-aetee and oreede and reri*! «iid religioua tyi)ea. Onra la tbe opportunity 
to unify wbat appi*ar to difTfriiig and eoudtetiug cuUurea. We may not forget 
that to-dey humenity muet find a (H-a.- ful eolution to tie nooHicta. eooial, economic, 

E oliiical. racial and cultural, or perieb. There can bo no violent atiluiion. Violenoa 
aa over-reachni itacif. Home other method muet be (tund. India baa found iba 
metbid and tried it to eome purpoee, under leederehip that cornea onoe in many 
eenturtea. It ia a new method. There bate been lapeee. But remenibar. no revo- 
lution in hietory wa* leae coetly in the bwe of life. pnn>erty and the dialocation 
of normal life* and created lea* batra^J and etrife than tbe Indian revolution, which 
if we are not negligent, le on the verge of suecee*. But whether immidiate eiicceaa 
erowiie our efTorU or not let u^ not forget that wa are engaged in a giKid and great 
c«u«e. Ill Nucb a cauite there c^tn be no ultimate failure. But if the eetiae i* to 
auceeed. tbe agetita working for it muet tbemeelvee be gocnl end great, eflavery 
worke neiiber for gOHlneMa nor for gr^atncee. But the derktiene of oenturiee can be 
removed the moment the light ia brought in. In India tbe light baa been lit. Let 
ua keep it at^adiiy burning, and let ua follow ita Icadr and all aball yet be well 
with m^Bandt Mataram* 

Proeeedlnge and Reaolntlone 

Vktsvir Nkhru Warh8 thr Hrrvicrh 

After the Preeidential addreaa, Pandit Nehru moveii the firat main reaolutlon 
of the awMioti. It waa the one paaaed by the Btibjecia Oc^mmiitee giving a 
retrcwpect of tbe evenU during tbe t»aat aix and half years and appealing for internal 
unity. 

Pandit Nehru apake with warmth on tbe movement of BU3 — which he deacribed 
aa a year of atorm. auffaring and aacri floe— and tbe fiart played by tbe oflicial world 
In dealing with it. 

*1 can never forget the pert played by Britiab ae well ae Indian officara In that 
year. I realiae th'^tr fxMiiiion and am prepar*d to eymiwihiae with them. But ihoae 
who were reeiionathle for the atrocittea committed on tbe people muet not eecape 

S inlabmant. Wacan tbow naither fear nor favour in puniahing them.** (Cheerak 
a ealled th* aitentlon of Provincial Premicra and Miniaiera to thie matter. Ua 
waa|*-d tbe Viceroy to take note of it. 

Pandit Nehru diaeloeed that tbe Viceroy bad once auggeatad to him not to 
"oppreae" offiotda. Hie reply wae he bad no intention tooppreee them, but bad alao 
made it elear more than once thet be waa not prepared to eomprimiae oCBidala 
guilty of wrooga during 1942. whether they were Briileb or lodiaae. He reengoiaed 
'%e bad to depend on ometale, bn; we mue- aleo keen tb<«m on the right path and not 
let them degenerate or be demoraliaed. We mnat alto protect them, liiey Inolud^ 
good and intelligent men. 

But tiM fjeev^ were foeeiliaed Iu tlieir mental outlook. They were wedded to 
by*gooe nod obeoleie meibode aad refiieed to nore with the timei. BriUah ofleeii 
87 
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to paryeolftf looked lo tko Moelin Liogiio lor ojmootlij ond eotiobonilloD, Hmy 
WIN io tffoel nenboio of Ibe Mnelloi Loogoe. Both Ibe Leo|nt« >^Bd Britiib 
Btffloomoa ollll lifod io Iho medioofol ogo nontollj. 

*'It eonoioe (o be eeeo how loog we eeo fooetioo io theiie cirennetoocoi. The 
•iperiooee of Ibe pool three or four moolbe bM ehown ne tbei the eondool end 
otttlode ol the offleere bore nol ebooged.** The Britieh Ooreroment to Eoglend 
oeigbt be Iroe lo Ibeir promieee bol bed to depeod on their Aiceote io Indie end 

S itded bj Ib^ edfieOi The Britieh in Indie telked of quitting Indie bat el 
to ieeee tine plotted to impede oor progremme. 


**We be?e enemlee in onr eemp. We moet 
enemice io the finel etrnggle lor Indie’e 


Bol they were not Ibe only enemy, 

I oot oorroptioo end defeei ‘ 
libefoiloo.** (ebeere). 

Fandii Fant eeeooded Ibe reeoliition in e brief bol forceful epeeeh. After pey* 
log bomege to tboee who bed worked end eecrificed for independence, Pendii Nebro 
eeld Ibel efter Ibe *Quil Indie** reeolution« the Conereee bed increeeed ite etreogth 
meny limee but bed ettll been nneble to echiefe independence. Tbe only wey to it 
wee Ihrongh onily end orgenieetloii. Tbe reeolnilon nee peeeed uuenimouely. 

Baedae Patol oe Lbaode'b Policy 


A etern eell lo Indiene to orgeoiee eelf-defence i^einet hooligene wee uttered 
by Bardar PaUl^ who mede e fighting epeeeh in moving tbe next resolution retl« 
lying Ibe Working Oommittee'e etid A. I. 0.0. 'e decieions leediog to the formetion 
of Ine Interim Government. 

Border Petel deelt with tbe eircumeteneee in which the Interim Government 
wee formed end eeid ite forme<ion wee mede possible by the eesurence given during 
the negotietione tbet tbe Government would hove the eeme stetue es Dominion 
Government end would work ee e Oebinet with joint responsibility, eltbough it wee 
eoknowledged tbet it would be difficult to emend the Act in order to put this position 
in e legel end constitution el bseie. 

Referring to tbe position of the Leegue, Border Petel quoted extensively from 
Ibe lelters of tbe Viceroy published to dey» perticulerly the one deled ^October 23 in 
which Hie Exoelleney conveyed the sseurence given to him by Mr. Jinneh tbet the 
Muslim Leeg ue would come into the Interim Government end the Constituent 
Assembly with tbe inteniioii ol co-oi>«retin{i;. Ilie CongrrsH eccei^ed the Cebinet 
Mission’s propossls on tbe solemn decleretion of Prime Minister Attlee tbet no 
minority would be ellowed to veto progress towerds independence. Mr. Jinneh es the 
House knew, rejected the Interim Government propossls et first, but leter come in 
on tbe pies tbet Muslim interests demend tbe Leegiie's entry. ''Biniilerly, 1 know 
Ibel Ibe Leegue will come into tbe Constituent Assembly on the seme plea.” 

Wbel wea being done ta»dey wes with the objsct of getting tbe Ov>ngress out of 
Ibe Interim Government. *'We shell not ellow ourselves to be oeught in tbe net 
We joined the Government with full end firm determination to remain there. We 
beve no intention of leaving it ourselves (cheers) Tbe only way to make us leave 
il is to dismiss us or lo oonvince os Ihet continuetice in it is futile.” 


It hsd been stated on behalf of the Muslim Leegue to day that they objected 
lo Ihe description of Psndit Nehru es Vice President of tbe Cabinet. 
League epqkecmen hsd earlier stated that tbe Vice-President hsd no speeisl position 
in toeCebinel. ‘'If so, why did the League eks for the appointment of Hindu end 
Muelim membsre as Vioe-rresidenl by rotation T (Laugher). The fact ia that in 
apite of all that the League might eey, it ie a Cabinet end it ia known to tbe world 
at large at the Nehru Cabinet or the Congreee Cabinet (eheera). It haa been recog- 
nieed at a Oahlaet by Britiab Government.” 

Beoognieing it aa a Oabiaet, people in difierent provinces asked tbe question 
why II did not bestir itself in eonneotiou with the preeent distubsncee in tbe 
eoualry. Tbe former Goveromeiit of India used the full srmoury of ite weapone 
agalael the Oongrese in 1942, when il peeeed the “Quit India” resolution and bad 
nol afea desided to implement Ibai ceeoiulioo, Bui here wee a party, whose mem- 
bere bed made Tlolent epeeohee, and which bad launched a programme of dirsol 
eotion witboul Ihe eligbteet preieneiou to non-violence. Yet Ihe Governmeal dM 
nolbing. Tlie people aeM why f It wee e legitimate question and in reply lo ili 
he would ficil point out Ibet 1942 wee not 1946 or rather that 1916 wee not 1942. 
Beeondlyt lo-day tbe 6gbt wae not with tbe Britieb Government but among onraelvee. 
nitdly, Ibe Britieh Ibemeelvee were engaged la a life and death atruggle in 1942 
and Iba Gofarameul bad apeoial and aslraoimnsry powete wblob bad now lapeed. 
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BbIIOAL OOTiaiVOR'B STATBlinrT OEinCtiED 

BBOAlting the Ben^ftl UoT«rnor*A •uu'meui tbtkX lodi* hid BlUlii«d fliflMa* 
ADM liidep«ttdene« And tb«t odI| one enoA eitll remnined, ^Arder FaWI AonOBAOld 
thAl IliA dfleen-AnnA Indepfndenee bed onlf gifeo ut ooraplete freedom to kill 
ABcb oBier. 'rbe Oorrrnor bed witneteed ibe killing in Celcuiu end pt bnd 
merely euted thet ibe Minietry bed fall power to deni with the eituAlion. Bol tbe 
Beo^l Mtnietrj bed done ooibing end tbe people took tbe lew Into Ibeir ben^ 
Tbe interim OofernmenI wee neked to provide police end mllitery proteetlon. 6omt 
leedeie from Beiigel eeme to bim end neked for Intervention. He told tbem tbe 

Centre bed no power end thet they bed tbe Cenire'e morel eupport. He werned 

tbem tbet Eeet Beneel wee bound to be the next eoene of trouble end be eeked 
them to prepire tbemeelves to feee it. He told tbem, **lf j^ou went ludependenee, 
vott muet leern to defend youreelvei, end your nelghboure end other belpleee people. 
Yon eh old not run to the Army or tbe police for protection. 

Tbe queetion might be eeked : “If they were beU>leee, why did they not 
reeigo V* He weuted tbem to uodereteod thet tbe Brttieb Government wee on tbe 
Mnelim Leegue tide. The Britieh end the Muelim Leegue were friende In need 
end now tbet ibe BritUb knew they could not poeeible euy here longer, they wen- 
ted to help tbctr friende, the Muelim Leegue. If only in order to oounterect tbe 
effect of tbie aIHaooc, it wee neeeeeery for tbe Congreee to etey on in tbe Govern- 
ment. “tVe ceil break tbie Government et any moment. But we ebnll breek It 
only After blackening tlie face of tbe Britiab ever v where.** 

Keferiiig to the Calcutta killing Harder Fate! obeerved tkat he bad hoped tbet 
when ihoee who started it had tbe t>aleuce*ebeet before them, they would reellee 
thet blood-ehed did not pey. But more bloodshed end other crtmee eterted In Keel 
Bengel. He did not accept the theory tbet it wea tbe work of goondee. It wee not 
the work of gonndea but wea a game played to achieve political enda. Woree than 
killing were forcible couveraiona. 

**Evefi the death of thirty lekba of people in the Bengal famine did not grieve 
me io much ea tbeee forcible converiione. Death ie euy day prelereble to foroibie 
oonvcreioit. But did any Muelim leader raiae hit voice ageiiiet tbeee foroibie eon- 
vereloiia ?*’ 

Two or three Mualima among tbe delegatee stood op at tbie nolnl to objeot to 
tbe atatcroent that no Mualtm leadera had proteated egaiuet forcible oonverslona. 

Harder Patel eaid thet ell the remerke be bad made were egainet Muelim 
League Ira lera. 

The iiiierrtiptera aiiggcsted that the apeaker abould mention tbe Muelim League 
and not Muslim iu geurral ieriiie. 

.Hardar Patel went on Ui refer to Mebetme Geiidbi'e efforts in Keet Bengal and 
eeid there could, however, be no peace unleae those who dieiorbed tbe peace suffered 
end felt tbe agony. 

TEANerSE OF I'OPULATIOir 

After BIher, tbe League wea euggraitng tranaference of population. *'Yoa 
are weleome to it. But remember tbie wea whet Hitler tried to do, And II 
you do it tbe eame fate that overtook Hitler wilt overtake you.** Harder 
Fatel appealed in God’a name for a stoppage of the diaturbeneee beceuae 
tbe dtaturbeucea were not only doing berm to tbe country but were bringing 
ludie'e name into diarepuie abroad. ''Whatever you do, do It by tbe method 
of peace and love. You may succeed. Bui tbe eword will be met by tbe sword 
(cbeere). FakieUri cennol be achieved by tbe eword or by bloodebM (oheere). 
If you waut to get Feaieteo by this mesne, then there will be no pesos In 
Indie.*' Tbe only thing for the Leegue to do wea to eeiieel tha Bombay reaolution 

and If tbet was not done, tbare wae no place for the League io the Interim 

Government. 

Herder Petal gave a warning to the public eerventa who did oot work faithfully 
and aaid there would be no elternetive but to get rid of tbem. 

*riie Brhieb Government wee going away. Even if we fought among onrealvaa 
they were going quickly. Tbe only thing wee tbet If we fought they could p^ol 
tbe huger of acorn at ua and any **you wanted ue to quit nno you see tl^ reenit,** 

closed with an appeal to people to uee violence if neceeeary in 

•eif-defence nod not to do violence to others. 

„ ^ Mma. ASAF Au’a OFroaiTtow 

opposed the rceolntion, waa taealved with r re tt 
ahaering. Bbe declared that after three and a half yeara of nndarground aaiifttw 
aba bad looked forward to a Congraaa eaealon bald tp rati^ a ravolathmarj 
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firoinMinim tnd nol to nUfo • {MrograniBie of eontiitntioiiftliiiii. Wa tboold bam 
ml lOHlay to approre a eomplata aliandonmaal of the path of eoaipromiae (ebeer*). 
Slia rvferrad to Tilak. Gamibl aod other pereonalitiee and said that reTolationarm 
like them bad eoeoeeded every time thej cane into conflict with orthodox 
OOBgreeemeo. Onlv recently bad there been no victory of the revototionariee. 

Pandit Nebro'e epeeeb, ebe aaid, «n« a portrayal of the actual poeitioo of tbe 
Interim National Qovernment It vrae really neither national nor a Qovemment 
and It waa likely to oeaae to be Interim. It waa not national beeaoae« aoeordioK to 
Pandit Nebrni there waa a King*i party in it ; it waa not a Government becauee II 
bad l^led to deal with Bengal. 

She welcomed Sardar Patera forthright declaration that the a word mnat be 
mt by the aword. She and othera or her way of thinking had never aubaeribed 
to non-violenee, but if the aword waa to be need it muat be uaed againat the 


Britlab. 

Oppoiing Bardar Patei'a reeolutlon. Hakim Abdul Jalal Hadvi of the Frontier 
Province atrongily critioiaed the apirit of Bardar*a apeeeh. Be aaid it waa 
Jionah«like» aince It encouraged civil atrtfe In the country. Tbe Sardar had adviaed 
people not to d^nd on Government agency and protect themaelvea againat aggree- 
aion by othera. The apeaker aaid Coagreaamen were wedded to non-violence aod 
fought the forcea of the Britiah by non-violent meana. How then could they raiae 
their handa againat their own brethren 7 (Oheera). He complained that the Bardar'a 
apeeeh advocated violence and aaid if Congreaa propoaed to change ita creed of 
Boa-violencet let it be openly declared. (More Oheera). 

Bardar Pat§L replying, reiterated hie conviction that the aword muat be met 
by the aword. Mahatma Gandhi had aaid that it waa better to uae violence than 
to be a coward. Non-violence, aaid Bardar Patel, waa a weapon which it waa 
beyond the power of ordinary men to uae and therefore he urged people to adopt 
violence In aelf-defenoe and only in aelf-defence or in defence of neighboura. He 
gave thia advice, becauee there waa no Government at the Centre at preaent. The 
preaent Central Government during the traoafereuoe of power waa in a atege of 
pardyala. (Liiughter). 

Aa legarda revolutionary ipirit^ Bardar Patel eaid aome people deceived them- 
aelvM by Imagining that they were bringing about revolution. Thia waa like the 
dog In the fable, which while walking under a heavily loaded cart, imagined that 
the cart would not move If it atopped. (lioud laughter). Revolution could 
only be brought about by bard organiaed work. He denied that by being in the 
Interim Government, they were co-operating with the Britieh Government. Tbe 
Britiah were quitting and were we oo-operatiog with them if we helped them to 
pack their belongioga 7 (Laughter). 

Id an appeal to Bengal, Bardar Patel aaid that that province bad been hia ina- 
plration aince childhood. It bad given the lead to the real of India, but he called 
upon Bengali! to cloae their ranka and halp themaelvea and he aaaured them that 
the whole of India would then aupport them. 

The reeolutlon waa paaacd. 


INDIA'B Fumitx CoHBTITUTlOW 


The Congreea paaaed tbe laat revolution of the day on Acharya Narendra Deo'$ 
motion. The revolution declared tbe Congreaa aland for an Independent Bovereign 
Bepublio on tbe eve of the ■ummotiiiig of the Conatitueut Aanembly. Acharya 
Narendra Deo waa aupported by Kao Baheb Patwardban and oppoa^ by Mr. Bureah 
Chandra Miara, and the resolution waa adopted nnanimoualy. Tbe Houae then 
•diuumed. 

2nd day— Meerut— 24Ui Nowember 1946 

Ispiaii Btitbb* Froblbii 


When the open aeaaion of the Congieta wee reauroed thia afternoon *l>r. Pattabhi 
Bitaramayyaf Prealdent, All-India Btatea’ lVoi le*a Conference, moving 'the revolution 
on Icdian Btatee, adopted two days earlier by the Boi>}ecta Committee, itated that 
he had acen a confidential document indicating a move to form a Confederation of 
0^ Indian Btatee In order to iiegotiele with the fume Central Government. 

Dr, Pattabhi referied to the other acbeme lor the merger of a number of theae 
Btatea and »eld that thia attempt waa in no way in the intareeta of the people : it 
waa no4 being made with their eonacnl, but merely in conaultation among the 
Ptlncce themaelvea. Ha warned the Prineea that thia kind of merger would lead na 
gowbaia, but would make the problem more intraetabla. 
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Dr. PfttUibhl dcolmd that the people of the fiietee noeld aeret reoefaiM the 
N<|{OllaliDg Conmittee anlcit Uieir repmenteilTet were iurludfd in tl. 

The time bed eomr» be eeid, eheii the Ooogrene could no lotifcer ignore the 
problem of the Htetee, but whet our next etep ebould be wea e meiier wiiieb ooeld 
only be decided efier full cootideretion. Freedom ebould not come to only one 
port of the country : the whole of India ahould get It. 

noogb the 8Uteei in geiieral« were atill carrying on In tbelr reecUonery wer, 
yet, ee xemindere who were once reectionery, were now aniloua for on cquiteble 
oetilemeut. Priooea elco would before long come to nimilar rcetoneble frame of 
mind. 

Mr . BalvMrai Mehta, aeeonding the motion, referred to the more for e Confe* 
deration end declared that any eueb acheme* promoted without the conaent of the 
people, would not auccced. In hie ?iew, the only way* to dgbt reaction waa to 
orgaoiae the people of the Siatea on the line# of the C3ongreaa. Not only the Princea, 
but the Political Department aiood in the way of progreaa. Ihe Political Uepart* 
ment prerented any aettlement between the Princea and their people. 

Mr. Aihok Mehta (Soeialiat) mored an amendment, previoualy placed before 
the Siibje(*ta Committee by Mra. Aruna Aaal Ali. It aougbt to extend unatinted 
moral auoport to the iteoplea of Kaahmir> Tra van core and other Hiatea who had 
been anbiected to repreaaion and had organiaed movemenu of rcaiatancc. 

Mr. Aahok Mehta aaid that the Princea were aa much a King'a Party aa the 
Muelim League waa in the Interim Government. Today, the people of Hydnrabad* 
Kaahmt:* and other Statea were ready for their atriiggle and were waiting for ordera 
from the Oongreee. He urged the Congrcaa to aend out ita ordera for thia purpoaa. 

Mr. Achi^ut Patwardhan aiipi»orted the amendment and expreaaed diaagreemeol 
with Sardar Patel'a aiateroent yeaterday that iho fight remtiiard iinfinialied. |iarll« 
eularly againat the Political Department. The probicma of the Slatce could not be 
■ettleo directly with the Princea who were guided by the Political Departmeut 

lie complained that CougreMS leadnra were n it giving proper advice to the 
people of rttatee beyond exhorting them to be patient although the Congreae had 
expreaaed aympaUiy with far away Hpain. It wai imperative, he aaid, that Oongreaa 
ahould eategorioally declare wholehearted and unatinted aupport to Htaba* Peoples, 
Mr. Jwala Praead moved a further amendment aeeking to extend aetlve 
eupport of the Congreae to the cfTorl of the people of the Hiatea to eatablieh Reepon- 
alble Government as an intagral part of a free and independent India. 

Pawpit NKiiRr’tn Reply to CmricraMK 
Pandit Sehru vigoroualy refilled the aiah'tncnta made by aonic of the earlier 
apeakera that the (/'ongrfaa had not given auport t » tlie people of the Htatea. fic 
waa amazed that there ahould be anyone who could make such atatementa. The 
l^aja Mandala and the rotates* people's Conference owed their origin to the intereat 
taken by the i'oo^ess. He admitted having advised the fM^iple of the Hyderabad 
fState not to lamicn any struggle in the Mate. 

That wa« in his capa tty as President of ihe State's People's C^uferenoe and 
that advice was given in the light of the present delicaic situation in the eountiy 
aa a whole but the nei^ple of the Statca were perfectly at liberty to act upon hit 
advice or reject it. Mr. Jwla Pramd withdrew his amendment and Mr. Aehok 
Mehta's amendment waa rejected. 

The reaoludOD waa paaaaed unaoimoualy. 

CoNORiaa MA5XPRaT0 


Mr. Jai Prnkash Narnin moved the resolution on the Conpreaa manifeato. He 
urged the President of the Congrcaa to convene a meeting of the AiMndia Coo* 
grew Committee ao>'n which ahould continue for about a week to aettle the mao* 
date to be given to Congrcaa repreaenUitvea io Ute Const itueut Aaaembly. He ur- 
ged that membera of the A. I. C. C. and not the < ongrcee members of the Con* 
atitoent Aaaembly who were competent to decide the shape of Swaraj in the light 
of the Ckmgreaa manifest^. Earlier speakers bad said that a aection of Coogreaa- 
men did not approve the Socialist form of Government. Rut his resolution embo* 
died ideals which were acceptable b th to Oaiidhiies and r*ociaIisU alil^. The 
Cougreea election manifet o which wai adopu^ by the resolution aimed inter alia 
at removing the curae of poverty and of raising standard of living. 

Mr. JV. O, Raaga, aeeonding the reeoluiton, described it aa the eulmination of 
the organic growth of the political ideology and of practice of the Tndinn Hnil- 
onal Gimirrcoa under Mahainsa Gandhi • leadership. Many of iu fenturM wm 
w m m wd in the Oongreaa eleetion mnailesio but he niew from bitter 
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Ilow diffionlt it w»i to moka many d out legitlatort--lika l^Uton all orar tlia 
world— to keep alaetioo pledgaa. It ahottld now be tba duty of the Cot^prcaa Wor- 
king Committee and the Congraae Praaident to see that the Coogieao paitUs 
in the rariotts lagislatarea enforced the manifesto loyally and zealondy. 'lha 
manifestOf said Prcn Banga, showed that the Congress stood not only for political 
damoeraay but also for economic and social democracy. 

Mr* JUathra Pranad MUra mofcd an amendment suggesting the adoption of 
the principles and programme not only of the Election manifesto but idso of the 
ihugnst Berolution. 

Blr. Shankar Bao Dao held that the resolution rf*presented a synthesis of 
Gandhism and Socialism. Mahatma Gandhi belit'yed in equality in a practical 
form and unlike other great men who had accepted the ideal of spiritual demo- 
cracy the Mahatma believed in gifing practical shape to the ideal. 

Mr. Jai Prakauh Narain in a brief reply said that whethf r the resolution 
recognised any *'ism*' or not. it was clear it had brought people of different shades 
of opinion on the same platform. 

Mr. Mathra ProMoa Miura'B amendment was adopted and the resolution as 
amended was passed* 

Bajeh Babu's Appeal to Cokorbbbbien 

Dr RajBndra Praaad moved the resolution on the communal situation. He 
said the happenings in the country were such as to make us hang our heads down 
in shame. It was the duty of every Congressmen to stop them and to carry the 
message of harmony to the furthest corner. It was unfortunate that while Indians 
had esercised self*restraint in carrying on their fidit with the foreign Government 
they should have lost self-control in dealing with their domestic differences. He 
recognised that when one side preached violence, it became difficult for the other 
side to defend itself with non-violence. But there could be no excuse for retaliation 
which brought misery to the innocent. He urged that immediate attention be 
given to bringing relief to the victims of the riots. 

Jiauiana Abut Kalam Anad^ seconding the resolution, urged that the Congress 
should now squarely face up to the communal situation or perish. It was true 
that communal riois had occurred in the past and to our misfortune had recurred 
at frequent intervals. (Occasional sparks had now started a forest fire, threatening 
to consume all of us. The Congress had a special responsibility in dealing with the 
present situation. *^lf you are a part of the Oungress, you do not give up your 
faith. But whether you are a Hindu or a Muslim, you must share the blame or 
the credit for whatever happens." The first thing that every Congressman— Hindu 
and Muslim- should do was to look inwards and up to himscll the question : 
"Am I free from bitterness in my mind" 7 

"1 hough we foci helphss in the face of the situation, we must remember 
that the only organisation that can deal with it is ihe Congress. As a national 
organisation it constitutes in itself the antidote to the present malady. If the 
(jongress falls to live up to its own ideals and eradicate this communal canker* 
then it will disintegrate and vanish." The (Jongress should bear the burden of 
protecting all. To tnc Congressmen, it should not matter whether it was a Hindu 
or a Miisiim who was in dmiger. Wc should remember that the (Jongress insisted 
on having a Muslim in the Cabinet even at the sacrifice of a Hindu seat, in order 
to live up to its ideal of a national, non-communal organisation. If Congresmen 
in East Bengal had stood fast by their true ideals, as they should have done, 
the tragedy there would not have occurred, as it did. In Bihar, wherever Con- 
gressmen worked ior the restoration of peace, the disturbances subsiaed. He had 
himself heard Muslims express surprise at the suddenness with which the trouble 
stopped in parts of Bihar as soon as Congressmen exerted their influence* 

Paniut Hbubo on Bibar Incidents 

Supporting the resolution, Pandit Nehru referred to a note which he had 
received y«sterday in the Congress session from a del* gate holding Pandit Mehm 
responsilHe for thousands of ilindu lives lost in Bihar as a result of alleged air 
bombing. Pandit Nehru categorically denied ri ports of bombing in Bihar during 
the disturbances and described the oiroumstanccs under mich about 24 men 
of a Madras Bi^pnient came to a clash on half a doK**n occasions with a crowd 
of 2,500 Hindus who were involved in a pitched battle with 1,200 Muslima in a 
place calM Nagarnoaa. The Begiment was em rusted with the task of evacuating 
1,200 Muslima to a place of safety. According to Army sources, about forty people 
pers killed but unofficial aoureca estimated the death roll between fifty and sixty. 
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Hit mgBdxj revetled that in the eommunnl elMhet at Nagaroota abonl 25 Ifiit* 
tima «M between ten and fifteen HLndnt wens killed in three dayi* elaahea. fie 
waa iboeked at the exaggerated figures of eaaaaltiea in Bihar circulated by into- 
rented imrtiea. 

CniTiasM OF LsAorn Foucy 

Pandit Nehm traced the geneaia of the oommunal trouble in Uie country and 
the deterioration that had ooonrred in the leet ten years He said that the Mna- 
Urn LiMMSne adopted Faaoict tactics. Their strsU‘|^ wai based on the Hitlerian 
technique and had many things in common with Hitlers metbo<is. Muslim League 
leaders like Hitler indulged in a hymn of hatred and violence The l^eague had 
no oonstvoctWe or economic programme for the country or (or the Muslim 
massea. The t.eague hsd never clarified their poaition because its leaders had 
always shelved discussion of questions which might falsify their claims to repre- 
sent all sections of the Muslim population. 

Pandit Nehru said a prominent member of ihe League Council told him 
that he once asked Mr. Jinnah to place the League's constructive programme be- 
fore the Muslim masses, but Mr. Jinnah replied that any such progrsrome would 
lead to differences and disruption in the Muslim League ranks, fl sired of Hindus 
was a uniting force. Mr. Jinnah said : **The programme of the League was to 
preach hatrea against the Oongroi>s and Hindus." 

OON'ORESii WILL NOT i^UIRK ITS KkSPOHBIBILITY 

Pandit Nehru went on : am not afraid of bloodshed. The present civil 

strife in the country has no doubt moved me, but ii has to be fatted with a brave 
hcarL 1 hope the sitaation will improve. It is true that iiicidiMits in one part of 
the country nave rpereussiou in other parts Ci>tignws has faced many a danger 
in the past and will not shirk its responsibility in a crisis like this even though 
some of us insy have to lose our lives." 

Pandit Nehru declared tuat the Fascist tioliey of the League was giving 
birth to a rival fascism which he termed '*Hindu fascism.'* All types of fascism 
exploited the name of religion and his fear was that the growing llitidu fascism 
possessed all the dangerous |>oUmitaUtit^ of Muslim Ix'agiic fascism. Both were 
the enemies of the unity and progress of India. C'ongress. Pandit Nehru said, 
had liquidated British fascism and it was his conviction tnai it wouhl similarly 
deal with the two-prong^nl Indian fascism which ihrcatenetl to wi|M3 out our 
culture and civilisation. 

Khan Abdul Ohaf/ar Khan^ 8up|»orting the resolution, Haiti that whatever 
wrongs were done cither by Hindus or Muslims were entered in i'ongnss account. 
In fact, however, the Congress could not know or foresee every disturbsnee, fiarti- 
cularly when, as at the time of the ntceiit disturhafUMuii, Congressmen were busy 
with other affairs. In his view, communal organ isationa in the country which 
earrie«l on poisonous propaganda were responsiide for the present situation. But 
auch poisonous propaganda tlitl its work because (^mgressmen sere not alert 
enough to counteract iL Unfortunately, there were only a few Muslima in lha 
Congress and therefore the i'ougress could not nach the Muslim roaasew. If 
we had the leaders to go to the Muslim massew with the message of peace and 
love and goodwill trouble would not have oocurred. Neverthcleas, the Congreaa 
sliould win over all those who had turned away from it. We shoul I prevent the 
drift towards Fascism, which the Fmacusm of the Muslim l^cue with its empha- 
sis on ihe philosophy of hatred and violence had, according to Pandit Nehru, set 
in motion smong other sifctioiis of the people. The Congress liad takeu the res- 
pooaibility of schievtog independence. It must win ba<.*k those who hsd gone 
astray. He was sure it could succeed. 

PosiTiosf IK N.W.F.P. 

Referring to bis Province he said that it was by non violence that it had 
been saved. If there was one spark of vtolence in that province from the side of 
the Khudai Knidmatgar or ihe t>>ogrcss, he did not know what would have ha- 
ppened. The British Government was bent upon creating mischifatid had worked 
bard to create mischief. It had backed Uie i.«eagae and invited it to carry on 
propaganda among ihe tribesmen, while Congressmen were forbidd n from enter- 
ing the area. He requested the Interim Government to give them permission lO 
eoDinet the tribesmen and counteract this poisonous propaganda. The Congress 
Ministry in the Provinces had responsibility without power. The Premier of the 
Province had arrai^ed lor the vistta ci the Vice-President of the Interim Govern* 
maat and also its neaident (the Viceroy) and the difference in the reception given 
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to then denooetnled the truth of hie etotemeat about neponilbiltty without 

POW0Te 

A leriet of tmendmentt were ruled oat or r^ted eod the reeolutioa wee 
pitied. 

The lift reeolation of the teeeion oimely, one on imendmenit to the Ooneti- 
tttfion Wit pat from the Ohiir end adopted. 

OUKETtVOe TO lKIX>BrBBlA 

The tetiion idopted three reeoiutiont pat from the Chtir by Aehtryi Kripi- 
linlt one on South Airici, the eecoiid on hMt Africa, and the third cooTeying 
greetingi to Indonetia. Thete bad betm adopted by the Subject Committee on 
'ihurtdiT. 

In nit eoncluding speech, Aehurya Kripalani again made a fervent appeal for 
communal unity, tee p. 134). TheOongrets lettion then tormina ed. 

Mr. Jinnah*i Cure for Communal Troublee 

Addreaaing a IVta Conference at Karachi on the 25th November, 
Mr. AT. A. Jtnnah^ President of the alMndia Muslim League, said : 

<*In view of the horrible slaughters in various parts of India, I am of opioiou 
that the authorttios. both central aiid provincial, should take up immediately 
the question of exchange of population 1 1 avoid brutal recurrence of incidenta 
which had taken place where small minorities have been butchered by overwhel- 
ming majorities." 

Mr. Jinnah made this statement in reply to a question seeking proposals 
for the restoration of a peceful atmosphere in India. 

Mr. Jin nil ti added : *^Thc Viceroy— because he alone can do it — as the Repre- 
sentative of the Crown and tb<‘ Governor-(hmeral «ith the powers that are vest'd 
In him should adopt every means and measure to restore firstly ix^aoe and order. 
In the prcHient conditions there i** no room, inieiligeuce and fair play. Negotia- 
tions in these conditions can hardly yield fruitful results and produce a settie- 
roent satisfactory to both parties." 

Attitude to IjONo-Tkrm Plan 

In reply to a iiu'^tiou about the acceptance of the long-term plan of the 
British i-abinet Mission by the Muslim League, as a condition precedent to their 
entry in the Interim Oovernmeiit meutiont^ in the Viceroy's letttT to Pandit 
Nehru, Mr, .liiiuah said : is quite clear as I have already said, that the Con- 

gress has not and never bad accepted the long-term plau emboilicd in the state- 
ment of the ('abiii^'t Mission of May 16, and clarified by th ir statement of May 
SI. Pandit .lawahalnl Nehru himself has made it clear in hm letter to Mr Gopi- 
nath Bardoloi, which I quoted in my letter to the Vicerov, and so has Mr. Gandni. 
These pronouncements wiTe made as recently as September ;K) and October S3. 
Further, I have never for a single moment convoyed to the Viceroy anything, 
by way of assurance or otherwise, except that the tong-U^rm plan could only be 
considered and decided by the Council of the All-India Muslim League. From 
the very beginning until we nominated our five repnrsentatives, 1 told the Vice- 
roy that tiiQ sottl inent of the long term plan could only be taken up when a 
proper friendly atinospUere was croaUnl between the two major organisations. The 
Congress has not budged aninch and the Viceroy repviatedly made it clear to me 
that it was no use discussing this matter further with any hope of persuading 
the Oongross to make an unequivocal statein'mt accepting the long-term plan aa 
embodied in tlic statements of May 16 and S5. 

Qucatlonod what the Muslim League proposed to do with regard to the Consti- 
tuent Assembly, Mr. Jinnah remarked "We nope we shall be able to live. But I do 
not see how any one could have persisted io hts idea to go on with the conatituent 
Assembly in these cireumstaiun's and more especially in the terribly explosive 
atmosphere that has been created by the wholesale massacre in the diifereat parts 
of the oouatry and particulsrly in Bihar. It is shetT recklessness and folly to 
pursue this path an i I to say that the Congress leaders and the Gongietw 

aunaid stwsioa at Meerut have done their b st to add more fuel to the fire." 

Exscutivk Council Not a Cabinet 

Mr. Jinnah referred to ths apeeehes made at the Meerut session of the Con- 
greas and said: "As regards the leoent fnlminations of Pandit Jawaharlol Nehni 
against the Muslim Leagne and false acousations, 1 can only say that there ia 
not an iota of foundatloa for it Pandit Nehrn in assuming office look two oaths. 
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oa« of Iftiem wot on ooth of ftlleglaaoe to tha Kliig-Empfror fnidi he wet plof log 
to the giUerj when he eelle at the King's Party end eeeasei that we ere eelplaK 
the iisj^elietle British Qoferamsot It is utterly uetru^i. Seooadly. e/en e men 
the mseuait intelligeaoe oea undersUnd that he himself took the oath end 
was eworudn ia e eeteicorioel manner as H^mbar of the £xeoati?e Coanotl of the 
Gofereor-Generel. It is at piam as pik^ suff and it hm been repeatedly made 
olear espeoially in the broadcast of tna Vio'^roy on Sipte^nber 9, that he has 
formed this Interim Gorernment under the present constitution, the Act of l6i9, 
which b in operation. He also made it olear that he would give niai mum free* 
dom to the Members of the £bceoutive Council in the day-to-day administratioo. 
It is sheer flight of imagination and fiction to eall it a Cabinet, a National (ilo- 
vernment. or even a Ooaiitioii. Even the Oongresa forking Oommitttie i» called 
a Obbinet and some time I sea in some quartern the Muslim League Working 
Committee is called a Cabinet By giving a name, yot do not make it a Oabr 
net in the con<«tittttioaat or legal sense. Nor can you vest it with the powers of 
a real Cabinet by indulging in fiction, myth and imagination.* 

Continuing, Mr. Jtniiah said : *"11 is obvious that membm of the Kzeoutive 
Council have oeen select ‘d community wise It can therefore only function in 
terms of the Government of India Act of iOld ao far aa the day-to-d«y admi* 
niftratton ia concerned, ^uch limited powers and opimrtuuiUea as there arc in the 
day to-day admiuistration can be uitlistHl for the good of the peophw generally. 
We have gone there only for that purpose* but h*Te comes the wtimfttl thinking 
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. He wmts to shut his eves in oa«rioh-Uko manner 
aiid think that the <iovcromcat of India Act of lOiif does not eaist. In the 
flight of his imagina ion he thinks this truly National (tovernment responsible to 
the people and the electorate. Not only hti im«gioea that he can function in that 
way, but he expec a everybody cite to do so. The real truth is that 
if he ean only come down to the earth and i^ink coolly and calmly 
he muat understand that he is uetiher the rrime Minist*^r nor is it a Niihru 
Government, he is only a member of the External Alfairt and Common- 
wealth Department. 

**LeaOUB NoMINKSC WIIX NOT ns HUBSEaVlglfT TO OoltOHKsS 

Mr. Jinnah aided: long as Psudil N»thru and the Oongr«*as think that 

by the instrumentality of such powers as are v wtiHi in the Interim Gov Ttimcni, 
by means of his majority or by ma<'hifia Ion and manoinivres, they eao torpedo 
the P«kistan demand or do things bit by bit which will prejudice or militat • againat 
a aeitlement of the future eonsiitution, the Muslim League must nwist every atop 
and every measure that is taken witli an eye to make more and more dillieult ihe 
set l-meui of the future constitution. Pandit N>'hru and the Congreas expect 
the Muslim L*agiie nomi'«e**s or the Muslim League u> act according to their ordera 
AS a auba^Tvient body. That again is an impossible position for us to accept. 
Wo cannot take orders either from Pandit N<*hru or from the Oongresa, and to 
long «a the policy of the Otingreas is to torpedo the Pakiitan demand both by 
working inside the lixiiicutive Council and oti aide, sod so I mgas the (X>ngrcss does 
not r>*cagnUe tbs Muslim League >n t (Mmpctdy quil footing, it ia dilticuli forua 
not to resist and combst th*' flmt and as to the second wc cannot be 
expected to occupy a aubaerviimt or subordinate poaition under the 
Congr^'st. 

When his attention was drawn to the fact that the V eeroy himaelf had 
called it a Cabinet in his ofRcial correspondence, .Mr. .Hnnah remarked : **YfS. 
the Viceroy was pressed that it is no usecalliog it an Interim Government and 
Pandit Nehru was very keen on this word *^Chibioet". And the Viceroy saw no 
real obhHstioo if it pleased Pandit Nehru when they asaomed ofllcc. Little things 
please little minds and you cannot turn a donkey into an elephant by calling It 
an elephant. 

Aaked by a presamao abont hit reaction to Sarder Patel's speech at the 
Meerut eceeioii of the Gongreea, Mr. Jinnah said : **8arder Patel is a atrong mao, aa 
they aald, and therefore he uaee etrong language bat words do not break bones. 
II he mean# by using the phrase * the sword will be met with the eword" that the 
miAorUies ahould be butehered by the majority all over India# it to an appalling 
proapeei. All I ean eaj to that he doea not teem to realtoc that any one who 
eneoningf Ihto aort of thing to the mratest enemy of every communl^. 
When nm Sarder Patdt got hto aword ? The Conmaa Mintotrtoa and thoae who 
m altHnf now aa membm of the Kseeuilve CounS will not be able to fuiinllon 
if they were not under the pioteetkMi of Ihe Biittoh bayonet** 

86 
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8m>'8 Peoblsm 

BpeakiDg tboai hit TwIt lo Sindi Hr. JinDAh taid : 

1 hare come to Siod to help the Mtiilim League in every iray 1 can to fight 
theae eleetiona. I have just arrived and I have not yet been able to decide aa to 
my programme but we are determined to win every aeat. Cent \>er cent is onr 
target and I will do all I can 1 1 achieve that reault. Then alone could you have 
a atable Government ia i^ind which* t think, ia th** only hope for Bind. It ia not 
only ttowiae but dangeroua in thia province that cfforta ahoald be made to diairupt 
the Huaaalmana and aet up a puppet Muslim i^remier and Miniatera who will act 
aa marionettea according to the wtahea of the if indue whoae votea and aopport 
only can keep them in their position. I appeal to every aenaibie man belonging 
to other communitiea not to mcourage thia in order to diarupt Muaaalmana by 
varioua metboda.** 

In oonoluaion, Mr. Jinnah apoke of the Mualim I^eague’e attitude to the mino- 
ritiea and aaid : want to repeat and einphaai^e that we ahall not depart from 

the cardinal principle of the Mualim League of giving ever? safeguard and 
protection to the minoriti*a and the Muslim l.eagae and myself will deal 
with the minorities in ^ind and elsewhere in the fairest possible manner. I would 
impress upon every one that if you wish Hind to proafier and if you 
reatly desire the true welfare and progn^aa of all communities in Bind, there is 
only one way and that is be fair to each oihcr and establish a spirit of co opera- 
tion and harmony so that we may work together for the man in the street who 
is often forgotten. 


British Cabinet’s Invitation to Party Leaders 

On the 26th November the British Cabinet invited the Viceroy Lord 
Wuvell and five members of the Interim Government -—two Congress 
representatives and two Muslim League representatives and one Sikh— to 
London to discuss the basis of the forthcoming meeting of the Indian 
OODStituent Assembly. 

This step was taken in view of the difidculties that had arisen in 
connection with the participation of the Muslim League in the Consti- 
tuent Assembly which was summoned to meet at Delhi on the 9th 
December. 

This was announced in both the Houses of Parliament. Lord Pet hick 
Lawrence* Secretary of State for India, said in the House of Loide 
"'the purpose of the proposed discussion is to endeavour to reach a 
common understanding between the two major parties on which the works 
of the Constituent Assembly can proceed with the co-operation of all 
parties." 

Pandit Nehru and Sardar Patel communicated to the Viceroy the 
Oongrass decision not to accept the Cabinet's invitation. Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah however announced the formal acceptance of the Muslim League 
Party to accept the invitation and to visit U. K. for discussion. 

This led to a series of correpondenoe and on the 29th November, 
in response to a personal appeal from Mr Attlee and op assurance 
that no modification would be made in the British proposal. Pandit 
Nehru decided to go to London for talks. The following is the text 
of the oorreepondence that was released to the press. 

Nehru^ViceroY-Attlee Conrespondence 

NBBBU’S LBTTU to VlCBBOY 

Paadil Nehru’s letter lo the VIeeroy, dated Novemher 28 : 
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Dear Dord Wanll, 

Willi refeienee to our cooTersttion tonlay. la the oouree of vUdi yoa 
cooTtMl H. M. (i.’e iaeitatlon to tome of at to vitlt Londou this week. I hava 
eOfUNiH^ my eoileaguea and we have given oareful thought to the propoM. I need 
hardly aay that we are grateful to H. M. G. for their iaviuUon. but we forl we 
eaaa^iU at thia atagei go to London. W« would bo agreeable to oontultaliont with 
the repieaentativea of the Bri iah Government in India. 

it would appear that the propcwal involvee a leopenittg and a reoonaideratioa 
of the varioua dcciaions arrived at aince the viait of the Britiah Cabinet Delegation 
to India. The Mualtm League accepted placet in the Government on the very dear 
understanding that they also accepted the loug>tetm proposals contained in the 
Cabinet Mission's statement of May 16. Indeed, they could not juiii the Govern- 
ment otherwise. But now, the League have, announced very demiitely that they 
will not participate in the Constituent Assembly. We attach, as you are aware, 

K mt impor aoce to the holding of the meeting of ilie Coiistitueot Assembly on the 
te Axed, namely, December v. The inviution to us to go to iA)ndou appeam to 
us to reopen the whole problem which was settled to s large extent by the Onbinel 
Mission's statement and the formation of the iiiU'hm Government Any impresaion 
in the public mind that these decisions are reopened would, in our opinion* 
be fatal. 

It was because we felt that it was necessary in the public interest to empha* 
sise that problems have been tiiially settled that we insisted on the holding ol the 
. Constituent Assembly on the date nxed for it Even this date, it must be remem- 
ber^, was given months after tuc election of the members. Any further postpone^ 
meat in the pr(«eiit context would, in all probability, nwult in the abandon meni 
of the plan and create a feeling of uncertainty all roumi which is uot only iinoesir- 
able but actually at the present juncture, would encourage various forms ol violent 
propaganda. 

it is OilAcult f nough at this stsge for us to leave the country even for n 
short while We have also co prepan*. for the Ooiistuurnt Assembly meiiitig which 
sill Uke place in less titan two we<^ks. If any useful purpose would have been 
sensed by our going out now, we should have done so itt spite of these difhoulties. 
"We are convinced, however, that our leaving India iios would mean that at the 
instance ol the League the c'ahinct Mission's plso it go tag to be sbsndoned or 
sobstsnttslly varied siid thst we sre parties to it. It would mesn giving in to 
the Ls^ague's iutransigence and incitement to violence and thia would have 
disastrous coiist-quenctrs. The first thing to be certain about is thst p*sns sgreed 
to will be iropleint'iiuxi and thst there will be s con t nutty about policy. I here has 
been suspicion enough. Any addition toil will wn?rk the whole scheme and make 
it difficult to replace it by another. We ft'ci, therefore, that we cannot, at this 
stsge, proce<Hl to London, but we would welcome, whenevir necessary, e<*osttlta- 
lioua with the repri«eautives of the British Uoverninent in India. A bri I visit 
now on our part to hnglatid esunot be«r fruit. It is likely to have a contrary 
result. We, therefore, n*gret we are unable to aocf^pt H. M. O.'s invitation conv^- 
ed to us through you. 1 trust you will convey the oonteuts of this leitcr to li. M. 
G.— Yours sinceiely i6d.) Jswshsrlsl Nehru. 

Pekmier'8 Appeal to Nminu 


Tbw foUowtaf cablsfram datsd Novwmbwr 27, 1646, was rocslvad by H. E. 
lbs Viesroy from tb« SwerwUry of Scalo : 

Please eonvey the following to Jswah«rlal Nehru from Prime Biinlster : *1 
very much hope that you will agree to come to London since it is not possiole at 
tbe pieseni time for me and my colleagues who have already been absent more 
than three months on Indian affairs this year to go to India. The obje t of our 
talk! would be to ensure s successful roee ing of the Constituent AiSi*mbly on 
December 9. There is no intention of sbsndouing tithor di*ctsioti of the Assembly 
to meet. or the plan put forward by tbe Cabinet Delegation It is our desire to 
•ee that ihia* implemented in full and not any desire iosbsndcni or slier it ihal 
has prompted ns to ask you and your oolleasues to come to liondoti. All three 
menibtit of the Cabinet Debgation individually and collectively have asked me to 
urge upon yvu the supreme importance of this op ortuoity of our meeting nod dis- 
cttising the aituatioo before any further no toward actions take i»lace In India. 
We aak too to help in thia way to make rapid and smooth progreaa towarda tba 
go^ ol , ^ Imdom, an objective which we share wholeheartedly with Ihf' 

people of India.* 


fi6 BA. CABIKATB XRVitaTIOB to BABTT LBADBl^ [ anr oiukt~ 

NSBEII^fl BbTLY 

<hi 2Sr lf46i R E» Umi Vhtmr^f SMMterj •! State tite 

faUowinf aablavraai: 

PleiM cooTef the lollowiog meietMl^ to the Prime Mlnieter from Jewheilel 
Ndiro: 

X em gretefal to you for yonr memege end Appreoiate your deeiie to eoittre 
a iiieeeielur meeting of the Oooeament Aoeembly on December V and onirarda. 
We are alt analons that the OonetUox/nt Aeeembly ehould meet on the date fixed 
and ahontd proceed harmonionely to fulfil ila uak and we ahall do our uimoai to 
thia end in eo-operatioo with othera. Aa we hare repeatedly stated we aoeept the 
(Mblnei^Dciegation'a plan in ite entirety. In r^^gard to ceruin interpretation, we 
made onr poaition i erfecUy clear to the Delegation and we have proceeded aeeord- 
Ingly atnoe then. We have further amted that in the event of different interpreta- 
Sona, the matter ahould be referred to the Federal Court and we ahall abide by 
the dour 'a decialo i. It nppeara from the atatementa made on behalf of the Britian 
Qovernment in Parliament yeaterday, that the only p dnt to be conaidered ia thia 
interpretation. In regard to thia, our poaition ia quite clear and we are compl tely 
committed to it We are unable to change it and we have no authority to do ao. 
Hence our viaiting London for thia purpoae ia not neceaaary. The firat aeaaion of 
the Conatituent Aaaembly will deal with mattora of procedure and appointment of 
eommitteea. The queation of interpretation aa regarda aubaequent activitiea will 
not ariae at thia atage. It ia, therefore, eaaily poaaible for all to co*op< rate in thia 
acMlon and, if the neceaaity arlMea, to refer any matter over which agreement haa 
not been reached to the Federal Court 

It would be mure suitable an i convenient for na to viait London if neceaaary 
after the first brief aeaaioo of the Conatituent Aaaembly. Thia would allow more 
time for Citnaultatiooa. 

In view of these conaiderations and also because of the great difficulty in 
leaving India at present we feel that our viait to Lundon now would serve no 
naeful pnrpoae ; but if in spite of thia or because you wi»h to consider other 
matters you desire ua to come, we shall endevour to do ao. But we shall have to 
nturn by December 9 in time for the Conatituent Aaaembly. 

On Novombor 26 , H. E, the Viceroy received the following cable from Ibe 
Seeretery of Stelo : 

*^Your telegram. Pleaae convey following reply from Prime Minister to 
Pandit JawharTal Nehru : Thank you for your message. 1 note wnat you say 
about poaition of Congress, but none the leas wo feel that a viait by you before 
Conatituent Aaaembly meets would be of great value and we appreciate your willing- 
nem to meet ua in thia matter. Arrangements will be made to enable you to 
return by December 9.** 

ATTLBB'8 <*AB8URANCB'* TO JiNNAB 

After Mr. AtUee'a message to Pandit Jawbarlal Nehru was published in the 
Press, Mr. R A. Jinnah sent the following telegmm to Mr. Attlee: 

**Yottr measiige to Pandit Nehru wUnout aiacloaing his communication to you 
delivered to me at 9 to-night (November 29) ia a new position alter we have accepted 
invitation to go to London. We cannot agree to confine only to matters mention- 
ed in your message to Pandit Jawharlal Nehru in the light of what haa already 
taken place which haa created entirely new situation. Unless it ia open to us to 
diaouaa whole situation it will be no use my going to London. Pleaae wire clarify 
position immediately." 

Mr. Jinnah received the following reply from Mr. Attlee on the 30 November : 
tmat that you will come to London. Your refusal must be baaed ou 
hdsunderatanding of my telegrams to Nehru. There ia nothing in it to pre|udioe 
full oonaideration of all pointo of view." 

Mr. H. A. Jinnah, aeoepting the invitation, wired back aa foliowe : 

**! thank you lor yonr meaaage received this morning. After your clarification 
and aaauranoca I have decided to Iteve lor Lond^^n to-morrow. 

On the 1st Deoembtr the Viooroy Lord Wavell accompanied by 
Pandit Jawharlal Mehm, Vice-Preaidont of the Interim Oovemmeni 
Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Muslim League Preeident, Mr. Liaqat Ali Khan, 
nnanee Member and Sardar Baldev Singh, Defence Member left 
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*KmiUi hf Air for London. They Arrived el London on Iho Sid 
Deooi^lior end hod n eariee of inlke end oonferenoee wilh hie llnjeely^e 
Oovecninent till the 6th December when it oonoladed but feiled to eobievo 
immedtnte reenite. The following eteiement wee ietued by hie 
Mejaety^e Government : 

British Cnbiaet'e 6lh December Statement on Grouptnf 

**The oooTertiktiont held by hit Mejeety^t Qoveroment wiih Pimdii Jeweberlel 
Kehru. Mr. M. A. Jinoth, Mr. Lieqet Ali Khan eud ^»rdllr BeltdcY gingh eeme 
10 an end ibis efening at l^udii Nehru and carder Beldcv hiugh ere reiurning 
to India to-morrow momiug. 

**The object of the oouvereetione hat been to obuin the perticipetion end oo- 
operation of ell partiee in the Oontiitueni Attembly. It it not expected that any 
final settlement could be arrived at since the Indian repreteuUtives mutt oouauTt 
their ooUeaguet before any final decision is reached. 

Oroopjno OLauaBS op Cabimbt ri.AK 

**The main difficulty that has arisen has been over the iiiterpretaiion of Para* 
graph 19. (h) and (6) of the Cabinet Mission's sutement of May ifi, relaiing 10 
meetiiyca in Sections, which runs as folio «a : 

19^ (5) : I hese Sections shall proceed to settle Provincial constitutions for the 
Provinces included in eacu section and shall also dcidde whether any Group eon* 
atitution ahall be set up for those l*rovinecs and, if so, with what provincial aub* 
Jeeta the Group should deal. Proviuoea should have the power to opt out of the 
Groupa in accordance with the i»rovisioos of sub-clause (8) beio# ; 

raragraph 19 (8) : As soou as the uew constitutional agreementa havs oomo 
into operation, it shall bo open to any Province to elect to come out of any Group 
in which it has been plactd. Such a decision shall he taken by the Lcgialatnre 
of the Province after the firat General Election under the new Constitution. 

HEJTISH GOVT'8 iHTERPErrATlOII 

**Tha Cabinet Miision have throughout ...aintained the view that the deciaioiia 
of the sections should, in the absence of an agreement Ui the cuntrary» be taken 
by a simple majority vote of the repreaentalivea in the iiktitioiis. This view has 
been accepted by the Muslim Lesgue, but the Congress have put forward a 
different view. They have asserted that tae true lutaoiug ol the Btatementf read 
as a «»hole, is thst the Provinces have the rigat to decide both as to Grouping 
and as to their own constitutions. 

Majesty's Government have bad legal advice which confirms that the 
gtatemont of I6 means what the Gabinet Mission bate always stated wan 
their intentions. This part of the statement, as so inierpreitd, must, theiafors, 
be ooDsidired an eaential pan ol the scheme of May ifi for enabling the Indian 
people to formulate a oonstitutiou which Mis Majesty's tiovernmeut would be 
prepared to eubmit to Parlt«aaMmt, It should, therelore. he accepted by ail parties 
tn the Constituent Assembly. 

**It is boweverf clear that other queationa of interpretation of the aUtement 
of May 16 may arise and Mis Majesty a Government hope that if the Oouncil oC 
the Muslim I^gue are able to agree to participate in the Consiiiiient Aaeembly. 
they will ali^o agree, as have the Coiigrcast that the Federal Court should be aekm 
to decide mstters of interpretation tuat may be referred to them by either tide 
and will accept such a decuiiou, so that the procedure botn in the Union Consdiuent 
Aaaembiy and in tue cations may accord witn the cabinet Mieeion'e plan* 

RBFRgeNc*n TO Feiieral Couar Pnovmnti for 

**On the matter immediaUiy in diepute, Hie Majesty'e Government urge the 
Congteee lo accept the view of the Cahiuei Mission in order that a way may be 

X ied for the Mnslim League to reconaider their attitude. If, in spite of this iw- 
mation of the intention of the OMrinci Mieeion, the constituent Aeeembly 
deeties that this fundamental point should be referred for a decision of the Fade* 
lal Goprt, eueh a reietence atioulii be made at a very early date. It will tliett be 
icaeonable the mee luge of the &ectio*>e of the constiinent Aaeembly ebould 
be postponed until the deeiston of the Federal Court is known. 

^Thate him never been any proapect of suooeaa for the Constitueitt iltuimahlj 
^ agreed procedure. Hhould the conatieulkNii come to be 
InuBed by a Oonatitneai Aeeembly ia which a large section ol the Indian poyn 
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lAtlon hftd not been re|irMented« Hit Mt}ett|'t Gofernment oonld not» of eonittr 
oootempUtt— «t Ibo Oougrttt btfe tlnt^ ihes would not eoiitein|»lnte-*ioieiDg 
•ludi t ooutUiotion upon toy unirilling pnitt oi Uio country.*' 

Stalemejil lo the Hoiiie of Lordt 

Mr. ITtiiMot Churchai eretied t turpritc in the Hoate of Commons on Iho 
lIUi Dotomher when he forced sdehsteOD ihdit. The ooTcrnment ngreed to this 
tohiug pinoe on Thurtaty tiid Friday. Mr Jtnnuk was pruieDt in toe House to 
hear the Prime Minister making hit atatement, hut Mr. Attlee, oho had a bad 
eoldt could scarcely be heard in the visitora* gallery. 

Mr. AUiim had stated that they felt ih»t a general debate on Indian affairs 
at the present time would be inopportune and might destroy the prospect of a 
seitlement, but Mr. Churchill pressing for an immediate debate# aaid that aa 
things wtre assumiiig a grave aspect it was necessary for the nation to have ita 
attention coueeiiiruled upon them. 

lie said : **iiis Majesty's upposition have shown over long mooibs great 
forbearance and restrsiut in not latsiug a debate upon India, but X must give 
the Lender oi the House nodee tiiat we feel that a debate must now lake pjace. 
1 ask that the pledge, which was given to us fora full two-day debate, anould 
be made good before we stparate lor Christmas.'* 

Mr. Churchill added that he made his request after grave reflection, and 
Mr. Murrisuu, Leader of the House, said that in view oi that the Uoverumeni 
did nut fuel that they could reiuse a debate. 

Hariier in the iiouse of Lords, the Secretary of State for India, made an 
identical statement. Lord J^etutcA- Lawrence opened his statement by saying : **The 
House will have seen that the conversations with the Indian leauers which took place 
during last week have unfortunately ended without agreement beii g achieved. As the 
House knows, the Government issued a statement at the conclusion of the 
conversations, but members will no doubt wish to have some account of the 
present situation. 

**lt will be remembered that on May lb last, the Csbiuet Mission made pro- 
posals which, It was hoped, aouid bridge the gap between the Hindu and Mus- 
lim points oi view and enubU the Indians to frame their own constitution by 
acoopiing democratic methoUs of a Oousutuent Assembly. 

**iu order to provide the most hopeful basis for co-operation in constitution- 
making, the Cabinet Mission found it neccbSiiry to recommend both the oudiue 
of a future eoustitution for India and the particular procedure by which details 
might be elaborated. The essence oi their proposals was thai, while there would 
be a uiiiou of India iimiud to foreign afluirs, defence and cummunicauous, 
there would be opportunity by the adoption oi a particular iroetdure in the 
Ooiistitucut Aaseinbiy for tne provinces io form groups for the adminuUaiion of 
such subjeuts as was decided should be dealt with in common. 

Divjbjok inio Bbctiokb 

**To provide this opportunity, the Mission proposed that the Constituent 
Assembly, after the preliminary meeting to decide the order of buainess, should 
divide up into sections, two of «khich cover the provinces ahich the Aiusiim League 
claims shoulu constitute iakistan. tlhese sections would settle the provincial 
coiistituuous and decide whclUtr a gioup cousiitution should be fiamtd lot the 
provinces wiihiii a seciion and, if so, for W'l.ai subiects. individual provinoea 
would be free iu opt out of a group after the lust election under the new consti- 
tution. The in Urn lion of the Missiou was that the decisions of sections should be 
taken by a majority vote. 

**$!ubsequenti), difl'crenoc of opinion developed between the Congress Party 
and the Muslim League as to the meaning of the cabinet Missi\>u's staument on the 
queation oi procedure within the lections of the Coustiiueiit Assembly, and it 
waa fargidy Oecause ol misgivings in regard to this that the Muslim ceague with- 
drew Its acceptance of the cabinet Mission's plan at the end ol July lam. 

**ihc Congress view is that the piovincis nave the right to decide both as to 
grouping and as to their own constitution and that thcrtioie decisiooi of aectioni 
cannot iHi by a simple majority vote, 'ihc congress, however, nave staled that 
they are prepared to acvcpt the ruling of the federal Court as to the proper in- 
terpretation Ol ihe Cabinet Miasiun a staiemiut. 

*it waa mainly in ihe hope of resolving the difference of view on thie matter 
that the Julian Uovemment invited the Indian repreaenutivee to oome to London. 
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W« li^ wy fall ood fri^dly didcu^slont with the lodian r(»prmaQttitlv«a« bat 1 
nerel lo say tbal uplo th« pr«i«*nt we have not aaecefnled In raohiag this dlilh 
cal^. Oonsemteotlyv lh<! Oonatituent j^sstnnbly which wa* tummoncd to mael 
in India last Monday in hotdiois ita preliminary aeaaion without rcpreaeiiia toii of 
the Moatim League. 

Lsaque Advice 

*10 the a atement which the Go\*eriiment iaaucd at the ooncilualon of the coii« 
Tmaliona, we have Hiid that ee have had legal advice which conArma tha* the 
atatement of May 16 meana what the Cabinet Miaaion have atwtys aaid w ^a their 
intention* namely* that voting in aeotiotis ahonld be by a majority vote, rhta ia the 
view whtch ia aeoepted by the Mtiaiim League and on 'he haaia of which they 
originally accepted the Cabinet Miaaioti'a propo*at. From their point of view* thia 
ii an eaaential elemen* in the plan, bocauae if agreement of all the provinctw with- 
in a aeotion ia mtuired to he framing of a gr mp conatitutioii. it ia probable 
that the oppoaivion of aome of ilie amalter provincea will prevent group eonatitu* 
tiona being framed. 

*lhe intention of the Cabinet Miaaion waa that while an individual provinoa 
might be outvoted in a action* ita freedom would be •aft'guanleil by the right to 
opt out of a group after the constitution had been framed. If MO f<wl that all 
parties of the Conatituent Aa embly ahould agree to work the scb<»me in the way 
intended by the Oabiuet Miaaion* but if the i‘onati>uent Aaaembly deairea that 
ttiia fundamental potn* ahould be re* erred for a decision to the Federal Courtt 
•uoh reference ahould be made at a very early date ao that i>a decision ean ba 
known before the meetinga of the aectiona of the Oonati uen* Aaaembly take place. 

*lt may aeem to (he honourable memb*'ra tb^t theae dilTerencea aa to mattera 
of procedure are of small importance in relation to the paramount need for aacu- 
ring a conatitution for India which has the widest possible measure of consent 
Peaceful transfer of power to an Indian Clovernment freely set up by agreement 
among the Indians is a matter of supreme importance not only for India but al^o 
for Asia and the world as a whole. 

*But it must be remerabend that the representatives who came to Ixmdon 
were not in a position to commit their parttea a *d that the issues stir de«»p and 
paaatona'c feelings. Time must He given for the parties* after full debate, to decide 
Ihetr attitude.. It may alto be that the subject will come under o maideratton by 
the Feieral Court. In it esc oircumstancea, the (tovernmeiit fei*l that a general 
debate on Indian afTaira at the preaen . time would be inopportune and might 
destroy the prospect of vetth^meiit. 

'^1 am sure f am sp<*akiiig for all the parties in the Mouse in making au 
apped to all the communities in India to co-op rate in the framing of a constitu- 
tion* which* b«*«!ause it is batd on consent will be welcomed by all and worked 
in a co-operative spirit" 

OppoaiTiow ViBw 

Vincount Vranbornft leader of the (.>pi>oattion said : *"11 is no giiod disguising 
from ourselves he extremely aerious situation that has arisen and that tha plan 
advanced for the constitutional future *or India to consolidate the two main 
Indian coromuiiitte< has noc Bucm»d«»d.*' 

He said that whether it waa a hitch, or something in the nature of a break- 
down* was a matter of opinion ou which everyb^Kly might hold bta viawa. He 
thought it would be wiser for them not *o make any comment today. The situa- 
tion waa clearly delicate and Lord Pethick-Lawrence’a atatement would require 
careful consideration 

He added : *In these unhappy circurostaneea which have arisen, I do feel'^ 
and I think I apeak for other Noble Lords on this aide of iho Houset-^tbeie are 
extremely strong arguments for a debate b fore the llouae rist^a. Up to now wa 
have not preated him unduly on Indian affairs. We have eXi'rciscKi the grt^ateat 
lea rain beenuae we realtre what the sttuat'On waa. I think it is evident there la 
much elneidation of eaaential facts needed for the benefit of this House and the 
eottniry also* for one of our main functions ia to inform <he country, which ia 
badly tn need of information.” 

Fueoumi Sammtif on behalf of the Liberal Party, aaid that Lord Pcibick- 
Lawreiioe'a alateiBent broagh' *oar biforma^ion op to the preaect dm^e " 

Ha added : *^Bot I dOTer from Lord Craobome aa to the deairahiUty of na 
«tfly debaic In thia Hoose on Indian affairs. We have considered the matter ead 
have derided aot to join in aresetng the Uovernaaent to alloeaie time for thhi 
parpoee. 
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H« added : *Tlie prindpel point teferred to in the etetement todoT is iMf 
of n eom irhat leKalietie chemeter. It may indeed be referred to the Indian Fe* 
deral Conrt for a deeieion and I do not imagine that any of your Lordihipe 
wonld able to r^xpreea a eooddent opinion upon It. At to the prineipil eitna- 
tion, by )oint oonaen’ the great matfere under eoneideration hare been referred lor 
deeieion to the Indian Oonetitiient A^iembly. Although it ie true that rarloue 
hitehea bare arisen with respect to the constitution and procedure of that Aeaem* 
blr. I do not think that speeches in the British Parliament are likdy gready to 
hdp in its deilberatlons. 

'^We agree with the Oorefnni<^nt's riew and doubt whether any useful publio 
serriee would be rendered by a debate in this House precisely st this present 
luneture.* 

The ms^ter then terminated. 

Sutemenl in the House of Commona 

Sir Stajfdrd Crippa opi*ned the two-dsy debate on India in the House of 
Ooronsons on the Itth Deesmber with a hislorietl snrrsy of Britsin*soentnry-snd n-hslf 
nssoelstion with India and her Inti mute aasociation with the derelopment of that 
eonntrr.’ After s resume of the communal diatorbanees that swept orer rsrinua parts 
of Tndfs following the Calcutta August riots, Sir Bt«frtrd outlined the differeneea 
that prerented the Muslim League and the OoofOresa from co-operating in the task 
of framing a oonstitutinn for India. 

Hs said : **The object of the Cabinet Mission was to find means whereby they 
eonld balsnce th** desire of the Congress for s strong unitary federation on the one 
hand with the Muslim League’s desire for autonomy on the other. That balance 
waa obtained by a limited Centre, the constitution of which was to be worked out 
by a Constituent Asaerobly« in which the Congress wonld hare clear majority on 
the baala of ponnlstinn on which it was constituted on the one aide* and Sections 
B and C in wliieti the Muslims would hare their msjoiiiy on the other hand ; and 
in whlob, of course, Provlncisl consttiutions snd, if so d*cided» Group coristitutiona 
could be worked out for the two groups of provinces. Tims each party had a majo- 
rity where it is moat deeply Interested. It was, howerer, provided that no provinoe 
eoutd be forced into a Group sgsiiitt its will.** 

Sir HtaiTord added that the dispute which arose, as to bow deoision should 
ba arrived at in the Sections, wss alresdr a matter of difT^rence when the Mission 
waa In India. Oould a provinoe vote itself out o' a Grouping and iUrlf determine 
ita own cou'^titution for the province or were both these matters to be decided by a 
■imtde majority of the Sections 7 The latter view was clearly the correct omc in the 
opinion of the Oahioet Mission, HMG and their legal advisers; sod this view was 
anpported by the Muslim Lengne. 

CoNORns View 

**The Congreaa took the contrary view. The Concreaa held that they were pre- 
pared to submit this question of interpretation to the Federal Court and accept its 
decision. But on this, to them a fundamental point, the Muslim League was not 
prepared to take that risk. There the matter ettil remained. 

Sir Htaflbrd said that the Government had aaacrted definitely their understand- 
ing of the document and had slated that if the Cnnaiituent Assembly desired to 
refer the matter to the Federal Court, then they hoped they would do it quickly no 
na to remova any douhta in their minds. 

But the Government had also to enTlsage the poa«lbility in the clause in the 
final paragraph of the Statement. This was perhaps a statement of the obvious 
— Eiat If toe Mnslim League could not be peranaded to come into the Oona?itnent 
Aisembly, then parts of the eonulry where they were in n majority eould not be 
held to be bonnd by the retuUs. That position had always beeit realitcd by the 
ingress, which had repeatedly laid that they wonld not coerce unwilling nreae to 
neoept the new Conatitotion. 

do not wish the House to gain Uie Impreacioo that the poaitipo is, theiw- 
forc, liopeleea. 

**We underatand that Mr. Jtnoah la nrepared to pnt the matter before hie 
Oouneil with a view to aeeertalnlng wheUier on the basis of the statement of Dob. 
6 they me now prepared to enter the Assembly, and we hope that the Conatltnent 
Aaaemblv will nhow their atateemanahip and desire for aoeommodntion with the 
Muslim League by not oommitting tbemseivce irrevocably to anything that wfll 
mtiM it mom dlffienlt for the MnsTim League to come in at a Inter data. 

^For the momentt tbarelom, I oauaot taka that matin nay Inrdbar. 
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l« iMrht|it • liliU iiiiforUiaat« tluii m% thU Imm Mid mmmt «f 

•iwoM hm bmk indaotil to % deb«to in thto 
Mr. Cborohill : Ar« «• doiox ony hmtm no* t 

Sir SuSitrd Crippr : **l hope ooi Wc ttill havr hope that, dMptlo Ike »«twd 
faoro ond M«pioiOD« obich r«lKn, the too portiot mnj efootoallj 6iid Ihramtiffo 
•Ida by tido la Iha Oootiltnaat Atoambly aod io iba Bortiona, for «• ora m «Oiifi»« 
aed BOO •• oa bar* ator beaa, ibat tl in .by tucb oo-oportUoa tbal • •aStfool^ 
nnw •oaitllatioo for iadia ooa bo boniaiarM oat.** 

Statib ahd IfwoEmaB 

Sir Stafford iboa told tho bouoi boo aiotioni ttood oltb tbo Stotoo oad tho 
niaorltioi. 

*'iUKordiof( ladUn Stotao. tb« Cabinot Mlaoioa laid dnoa too prlnelpltt m 
to tbo rolatloDtbioo of Siatet tn the Croon daring tbio periiid of tratioition ; (Irtt, 
that daring ibe tranaittonol period of the Interim t torero meat, paramoantey aoald 
reoialn wiib iba Brtiiab Croon, ibe Brittab Uornromant could not nod ooald not 
in any eircomataoooa, trauafer that paramoaatey lo any othtr Ch)raraaiaot of Britiob 
India 

**Seeondlf, ibat when the tranafer of pooer takaa plaee la Britlab India, iboa, 
If I nay quote, aa a logic«l cHiacquenee, and in riao ol deairra eap r aaaed to then 
oo bebalf of Indiao Biatea, ilMG will oeaae to aaaroiaa iba pooara of para* 
noontcy.** 

Sir Btaffird raid that thia qtiotatitio oa« in the stataiaant mada lo iba Stalaa 
obila the Cabinet Miaaioo oaa in India. *‘rbii meana that the rigbta of the 6t4tfa» 
which flio from taeir rdationabip to the Croon, alll n > longer eilat, aod that the 
riiehu aurrendered by ibeStaiea to the Paramouni P*wer eiU reiuro to the S^ataa 
again. 

**Propoaala w^*re alai put foroard aa to the imrticfpatiiMi of repr^aen tali tea of 
the Btatea in tha OMiatitiieot Aenembly and alan for a Negotiating Ooiamitiaa 
rcpreeroiitig the Htatee, which ouM Mitt’ ouiaiaoduig maltera with rapreaeutadraa 
of the nejor commutiitiea in Britmh India. 

** . heae errangementa were welcomed by the Standing Commlitea of the Oliam* 
her of Prinoea in a Preaa ataP'ment «l June 19, aed tiie Hegoiiatlng Oonnltlee baa 
now been act up. In that aiatcment, tbe% cxpreeaed Urn rinw that the Mfaaioo*n 
plan profid^cl iba nectuoary machinery for attalniug by India of iodapandHOO«i| aa 
Well aa a fair baaia for future negotietiooa. 

**.Vot itfiiiaittrally, Indian Staiea are moat anxioue that all najor eoamianitlaa 
ahould be reoroteoted iu the iXinaiuucnt Aaaambly aa they do not oia i to bi in the 
poaition of baring to <i«*al with one eonimmiity oiil). Ibrlr ebility, Indea , tn 
eo-operate muat depend to eom«» exteol on obat bappena aa regarda iba oniry Ol thi* 
Muadm Leagua into tba Conaiiiuciii AiMombly.** 

lEXATy WfTB BAITAIV 

Doaling with tba minnrtiiea, Sir '4t«ff:ira aaid that It would ba remimberid 
that. In the propoaala of 1948, it oaa laid down that one of the eonditi ioa of amwpU 
anoa by Britain ol the new oonaiito ion waa that Utert ahould ba a treaiv w iM, 
among other ibinga, would eooiain a prorUtim for the prolwdion ol minoritba. 

**ln iba prop mala ol the Oahioal Blimion thia year tba eondliliMia of mlno* 
liliea w**re atat^d differently. That ie, it wae atated that a aatlafartory prormion 
lor their urotretion ahould appear in iba CofiaiHutioo. and thia we balirre to ha a 
mora elT'm'ife way and, indeed, it ie in line with tba demande put forwani by 
Dr. Ambrdbar to the Vicaroy iu 194i when be etreeaed the tn*ffeciireoeaa of treaty 
||>roMiUM aod tba aead tor loeorporaiiou of prolaetira prorMooa io tba Oouatltulioo 

*^Hia aaoond point of lotereai la the prorialon auggaaled by tba MIhMob 
for oaeiag that proper protection of miuoritiaa aboaM ba Ineorpuratad io tba 
Ooaaliiatioa. 

**At iiat oigbt. It might appear that tbia eould ba dona by giriag tham witebb- 
•ga io Iba Oonititaaac Aaaembly. But when tba poaltioo la axaoiioed it wfu Im 
fiNMd Iboi, if aafleknt wabebtaga ia giran to make repreaaoiaUoo really aibetira 
te anab of tba miuoritiaa in the Cosaiitoant Aaaombly or In Iba Seotioaa tban It 
pUmb tba majority pertWa In an Impoaaibla iKwItioa. 

would, for Inataoea, deprira tba Mnalime of their ma)orlty lo Saatkma B 
and O. In fact, qulla a lol of mioority rapraaantatiraa bato btao alaalod lo lha 
OouatjtBaaA Aaaambly o wing to pioportlooaf rapraaentation aud with aoma aadSliwai 
nwm HO BMfaa pomaai 
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**T1i«r0 ftfff six Indkio OhriatiMit, thrw Anglo-lodiaot, 29 Sebadalad Gwtaa of 
Oottgmt tiKifitortog and Iwo of other opoiieoriiig* 

•Tlie Stkfaa» of eooree, have bf^n aeall oitb at a major party in the Ponjab, 
wMdh la ihair atrongboldt and they ihemaalTea bare elected their own quota of 
fepreaentatirea 

*nrhe Miaalon fell thla waa not In iiaelf enough and ao propoaed among other 
thlogaf an Adviaory Committee on minoritiea to attain full repreaentation of all 
minortileat eapcelally thoae not otberirlae repreaented in the Aaa nibly, and it waa 
the ialeotion that thla ahould be an authoritative body, wboae recomroendationa 
would earry weight both with the Aa«enbly and the Beotiona. 

**llioae are the general proviaiona with regard to minoritiea. 

Two Special CAaaa 

would mention two of the apeelal eaaea, Bikha and the Depreaacd Claaaea. 
The poaltion of the Sikba ia a verv difficult one» becauae they do not have majority 
in any aingle province or area of the country and it ia, therefore, impoeaible to 
deviae any method of giving them any form of antonomy. 

**lliey are. however, a vary Important eommnnity, almoat entirely centred in 
the Pniijab. 

‘They wUhed that the Section, which f^ontained the Ponjab. be given the right 
to veto any proviaion which affected their community, juat aa the Muelim League 
had aucb right in the Oonatituent Aaaembly iteelf. 'fbat waa not poaaible, becauae 
a iimilar right would have bad to b« given to the other minoritiea and, if tao euch 
vetoea had exiated, it would have been a certainty that the Section would not have 
arrived at any deeiaion at all. By avoiding partition, which would have divided the 
Bikha into two halvea, they were aaved a worae aolution from ihei puiut of vuw. 
The Bikhe were not. perhapa. in to bad a poeiiion ae they have thought. Both 

the other two communitlea muat be anxioua for their aupport. If that very 
valiant community will excreiae patience, they will find they will come very well 
out of It.** 

Regarding tha Scheduled Oaateif Sir Stafford aaid : *<As it turned 
out, they bad got two repreaenutivea in the Interim Govern men t. one 

from the Oongreaa organUatioo and one independent from Bengal who 
waa, in fact, a aymitatbiaer with Dr. Ambedkar'a Federation. 

Id the Coiiatitueiit Aiwenibly, there were Oongreas repreeentativea of tbe 
Scheduled Oaetea and two otbera. He hoped repreaentation would be given to both 
the orgaiiiaationa tbe Advianry Oommittee on Minoritiea. 

Plea for Co-operation 

In coDcluaion, Sir Stafford aaid : **After caret ul re-examination of tbe acbeme 
put forward in May laat. we are conviinted that it ia not only fair but a leaBthle 
•cbvma. Whatever the aoheme, it ia cb-ar, it can only auccetd by co-operation and 
a oertain dagree of tolerance whether in the Oonatituent Aaaembly or in the Bec- 
tione. Neither oomnunity can force tbe other to accept iia dt-ciaiuna. uuIcm there 
It aufficieut mutual truat of tbe baaic democratic inieniiun of both the partiea. We 
hope both the partiea may arrive at an agreement between them in which they are 
both honourably bound, not only in letter, but in apirit. 

**Wa can aee no other way in wbied diaaster and civil atrife can 
ba avoided. Nor baa any party been able to auggeit any aliernaiive method, which 
la aociptablf to the other party. We hope v ry much that nothing in thia debate 
will accentuate the differencea that exiat or make more difficult the coming 
together of theae great communitiea for tbe luiure benefit or glory of their 
oouotry. I have attempted to lay before tbe Uouae aome of the important facia of the 
preaent Indian aituadon. I have tried to be objective in the aummaty which muat 
of neeeaaary, omit many inoidanU. UMQ are. of courae, moat deeply concerned 
wtth the reoenl developmeota in India, anxioua aa they are to aee a rapid and 
amoolh tranaitioo to aelf-govemment. They believe it ia aiill poeaible lor 
the plan of the Cabinet Mieaion to he carried through, but I am convinced, it la 
eaaential that all partiee in India ahould call a halt to violent propaganda which 
haa ailrrod up the people over the laat few moulha. Tbe first condition of a aucceaa* 
ful outooma in the Oonatituent Aeeembly and the section ia that the partiea ahould 
•how by ihair eouduot outaide Iheae bodiea the reality of their deetre to co-operate 
within them. 

'*|f thia degree of mutual truat can be engendered, there ia no reason 
wo eon aee why, within the next year, a new eonatitution cannot bo worked out 
which will then enable the Britiah peo^ to hand ovar to the indkn people^ with 
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dlgiitf lod omplaUmaM. Uie power ibeg have ao long cieroiaed ii Iidto 
nad* to doing, nompleta a |cteai ebapiar of world defalopnanl and 

caallxo ihe bopea of ao many of Ihoae Bniiab eiiiaena, who hata aarrad Britlah India ao 
long in lha paai** (loud cheer). 

Charohill'a Sutamaat 

Mr. Churchill began by aaying that Ihe OppoaiUon a*aoeiaiad llaalf with Sir 
Stafford in hia appeal to the varioua leadera of partlea in India to abatain from ?lo- 
leoi propaganda and inrcctive agaioat each othm. whirh mtgiii bare the egbal of 
bringing about a reorudeaoenee or intenaificaikm of ih«» grate diaordert which bod 
oeeiirred. 'Sir btaff ird O.ippa depi ired in mtKlerate terma the fact that we are having 
a debate op thia eubj«^t to-day, but It would be a pi ly If the Britiah Empire in 
India pace d out o( life into hi«tory wiuiont the Uotie«> of Oimimooa aerming to 
take any intereai in the affair, without any record even in Banaard of the 
tranaaction. ** Declaring that the Oppoaition would not divide the bouae. Mr, Churebill 
•aid : ** We muat indulge the hope that an arrangt^ment will be reached iietweeii the two 
great Indian rehgiona and their poliuoal paruea which gave modern expreeaion to 
their nge-long aoiauoniama.*' 

Apparently referring to hie iiieietence on hnttng a debate» Mr. Churebill enld : *Tf 
we remain ailent afusr all theae montha. it might be thought that we were in 
agreement with HMG and that the policy they were purening waa the national policy 
and not the party (Kilicy ot the forcea they repreaent. It might be thought ihnt 
thia wai cne policy wnich waa endoreed. and the execution of which waa ondoreed, 
by Ihe Bntiih ptMple aa a whole, whereea. (or good or tor ill. the reeponaibility reate 
with HMG. On ibeir bvade liea the reaponetbility. nut only for the ei**eu lion but for the 
impulae they have given Ui a great many lendenciea, which are dominant In Ude 
matter to-day. 

**1 will aay nothing to derogate from any utterance or etatement made by 
membera of the other pariiea, but t would be very aorry. itideed, that aa mailera 
unfold ill India, there ahoutd be any queetion of our being held aooouiitable at Uto 
preemt time for the course ol eveute. 

** rherefore. we are bound to take the opportunity of bringing the nSeir lo Ihe 
light of day. 

Mxasurb ok Cowhsmt 


‘•There wae end etill ie, a general meeenre of content here end 
throughout the land to the tioal traiiafereiioe of power from the Houae of Uomiaone 
into Indian banUai but that traoalerence, if ii la to Uke plaori muat be baaed upon 
agrcwmeni and xo-Oiwration of ibe principal mataita and foroea among t)^ 
liidian iwople. Only in thia way could that tranalerrnoe lake plaoe 
without mra»urvlea« bltiidahed nut there and Ueting dieorvdit to our name lo the 
world. Those who are acquainted with the general movement ol our relation** with ludin 
over the laat IX) yiare have hot>rd that the desire of many indiane to be nd for 
ever of Britiah rule and guidance would have brought a mdiiiig of hearle among 
the vast populatuna luhahiting the Indian oontineot, and that they chould have 

ioined together to maintain the peace and unity ot India nod airide mora bokUv 

into their ludepeiident future, ^ 

‘ It la neceaaary to place on record the undoubted feci that no iuoh metiing ol 
hearto haa occurred, li. fact, I think that that would be considered an undsrecate- 
menu Uu the contrary, alt facts and omeoa point to the revivtU in acute and 
violent forma of the iniernat hatred# and quarrels, which have long lain dormant 
under the mild incompetence ol liberal British eonlrol. To me, it would come 
na no surprise if there was complete failure to agree. As 1 warned the Uottae in 
J9dl, If we were to wMh our hands ol reaponaibitity, a fierce civil war would 

^mediately break out but this warning, like otbere, fell on deaf eara.** 

Mr. Churchill aaid that he always bore in mind the woide 
^ secretary for India eO years ego. in 186h *‘Olir 

rule in India u, as it were, a aheet of oil apread out over the surface and keeping 
huBMity ’* unruffled by atorma an immtoee and profound an fen Jt 

Thai vae a ^k. oommeoled Mr. Cburobill. which* with all their ehorteomiuii 

That it t^ Mfc which we have now decUred onreelvea willing lo Ttfrenilim 
pwided we have aaoh aaeuranoee of agfuemeot haiwaeu 
noee* religioui parttm nod loreee aa will claet na of Ihe re^ooeibitHy of liufleg 
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ladio to 0 bldoOMOolUpit oad oolMlioplM. Wt hv9t mo raoh oitiiiMOit 
fmtol timi** 

. Aomniinrr lamtivirtAiLi 

Att •grttfaent fo [ndia wot on indiopeotoble condition. It wot tlio fooodolloo 
of tbo Orippt pUo oad tnn OobUitt Micoinn ploo. **ihm it no ogrcenent pci before 
iii» I eof yet* There ie only etrife end blooaehed, end the pruepect ie woree. Thot 
it the flret point we nmet teke note of— obecooe of on egreeaenc, whieh wee the 
ooMitOB groand between ue end would etend et the foondotion of fninre trooe- 
Ittenee of power.*' 

**Tlie eeeond point woe the eerdfnot error of the Briiieh Governnent when on 
Ang ]2 they Ineim one tingle fodlon pnrty, the Uongreee, to nunitotte ell the 
MfOtbere of the Viceroy*# Ot»oocil (Ooneerftiiee ebeert)t thrmby preeipitoting etrife 
ond eioeeeeree of**? o wide region (Oooiif*rvoti?e obecre end Lobour ehonte of proMi) 
noporotlelfd in Indie efnoe the Indion Mntiny of 1857. Indeed, it ie eeriein thot 
•wire people here loot ibeir livee or been wounded in Indie by tiolenec eince the 
Mrhm Unferoment wee ioeulled in office four mootbe ego thot in the 
prerioue 00 yeerct fonr genereiione of men, oorering e Urge pert of fl?a 
reigne. Tbet it only t foreinttc of whet ney well eome in the future. It mey 
be only the flret few beery drope of rein before the ihunderttorm bretke, *Jbie 
frigblful elenghier in wide tegione bed io the mein fellcn upon the Mutlim mino* 
ridiNi." Quoting report! from **bigb end ertdiiebte wiioeeeee'* of wbet bed teken pleoe 
In Biber, Mr. Uburebill eeid tbet it cent into ebede the Armenien etrocitiee with 
wbiob GUditone onoe etirred the morel tenne ol Llberel Briteiu. 

**We ere. of eouree, eeuteriecd by ell we here petted through onrteWetv onr 
feenliy for wonder it rwptured, onr fteulty of retton Ie numb. The world it fall of 
mieery end pekbot, but it but not etirred ue ee it would btre done our feibere or 
predeorteore io tbit Houee.*’ 

He doubted very mnoh whether the offieiel figure of 10,000 lifee 
loot einee the Oeotrel Goveromeot of Pendit Nehru took orer repretented 
belf the lotel of reeiel end religiuut mnrdert to dete. "Tbit outbreak of enimtl 
fury bet rtreged mtny lerge dittrieli, tod mey, ti eny time, retume or tpreed 
III difeitetioo through the terming ettiee end prorincft et big et Eoultod or the 
Brititb If lee." 11 wee. Mr. Oiiurcbilt teid, tome comfort to reoeil tbet both 
Mutlim end Hindu Ittaert bed joined together to errett or et leett to mitigete 
* thii epMlIing degenerttioo.' 

'*'1 nere oeeo informed tbet it wee Pendit Nehru himeelf who gere the order, 
whieb tbe Proriueitl Uofernment of Biber bed, been efreid to givOf lor ibe poliee 
end troope to fire upon e mob who were extermineting tbe miourity in their midet. 
Tbet It eerteiiilj to ble credit Mey it be token tt tn eocourtging tigii. Nerer- 
Uieieti, 1 mutt record my belief, which i here long held, tbet eny ettempt to 
iiteblieb the rtigo of e numerioel mMjnriiy in Indie will nerer be eoaiertd without 
e eiril wer. Perbepe it will not be In fronts of ermiet r orgeaited forces, but in tbon- 
•ende of different pleoee. Bueh wer would lewd tbrougo uueounteble egony to en 
ewfttl ebridgment in the popuUtioo. 

"Any ettempt by the Oougreee perty to eeteblith Hindu rule on the beeU 
of mtjorliyi meeeured by itenderds ol wettern civtiixeiiun or whnt ie left of 
itf by prooecdiiig witli the forme end formulee ol Gorernment with which we 
ere Umifier, will et e rery cerly tuge be fetel to eny conception of the unity 
of Indie.** 

Mr. Ohnrohill added tbet dieputee end detdiocke were not tbe ieeuce et eteke. 
They were only tymbolt ol the pterion end hertiKl of ibouttndt of yeert. Tbe nnity 
Of Indie wee e tuprificiel eppeerence ieipoecd there by long generetiobe ot Biitith 
rule* end It would pern ewey for long periodt ol time once tbe impetiel element 
of guideeoe from outeidc wet witbdrewn. 

Another new end importent leoit Mr. Ohurobill eeid, wee the decieretion by the 
Brititb Government tbet e couetilution tbould be Itemed by tbe OontUtneot Ateem- 
bly, in whieb eeeh tcetton of the HinUn nopuituon bed been repretented end tnet 
the Government oould not oontemplete iorcing eueh e ooneiituiton on nn willing 
perte of the connuy. 

"if Ihii et letel ie the eettbd policy of tbe Gofeinment, It will eerry 
them let. it eompriice within tie tenpe the dieeberge of our obligetione both to 
tbe Mutlim iubtbittnit ol Jndlt end to ihote who ere eeUrd Bchcouled or Lepremd 
ClatH. **How tbit policy wdl be carried mio tfbet it it not piwtiblc to foiitic. tiill 
IcM to iorculi, et tbit momtut. It ie, indeed, e loiniideble ptogremme. Tbet deeie* 
Idtion eifweie to be the meet Impoiteai mileetenc in thie long>nmy« 
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*<VIm Eritisli Gafamnaal ow«l speetal pcoiMiioo lo iht 
90L(MQ0k^ WHO ooBpriMMi mt mtiorit^ ol ikM HKtitiiig ttoaieMii ol i«diA, Mid Um 
aaiondMbi«t of ooyihtag Irooi 4U,UJ0MU to Oi^omuXi, Toe; IumI bmtu oolotilad 
MMi odUOttiioafcod uo uii« qoMUoo. Tim pnRmioi «m pai lorword lUi Umy um 
m mmU iiori of Um tmi UioOa oooiaiiiitij uoi toUilwi lo bo oobohUioO m o 
M ioociiy eoaaiiMiiiy ko iodiao Uto. 

**l ma«»i Oik Um FriM MiaUior to •toto Um OovoroManl’t flow ood 
ioteokkoiit on Uiio porUettlof polui. Aio huunioIiooIm to bo oimMOofoit oo oo 
iotaii by tbemtoif«i. enitUod lo oonoidoroaoii gifou to ooUiiot, or or> tboi 
lo be ueHi to ooell tbo uuMoriool of tboao oboei tboy rogord oe ' 


Torniiig to tbo ehoroetor of the CooeUtiMBl Aeeeablj obkeb, be eoid, wee 
ep|MiottU> to proooird lu iu»ko o re|Mibltu lor JiiOio end eugogo upoii it ot ottoo, Mr. 
Obofoiiill Mio : **lboy or« d«oUug ouii um loriuiioe of oil Ittdtoiii. A forgo |ion 
le BOt oreu to bo roprtocttiod.** 

Mr. C'o«o(Loi»)i lo Mr. Cburcbill in lofoiir of tBModiog tbo fronobioo f 

Mr. CkurehUl : You, ooruiinij. (Mr. Coeo Uugbod). i hoto olooyo boon bi 
iOTonr of iXUBnittog too IronoiiiM. 1 boltoro tii ibo will of tbo proplo. Hut 1 do 
not boiitfo in pervorotou ol tbo oill of tuo poopio— «cuvcl> orgooiioO ouO ongiBOond 
by BiuioniMOt vuo* boving otiicd power by lomo or frouil or euiooooryt go lor void 
end uoo mot power in ibe noaie ol tbo foot mootoo witb wbom tboy bofo long loot 
efleeiive cmiuhoxiuii. 

‘*A deotaioo if to be ukeo oe e reeult of wbiob the Brilieb eonoex*^ 
km fiiui iodto will eomo to ou end. i oni not et oil odMittiug tiiot deeioiOB 
fgprceeoM tbe oieb of tbo people of iodto. Nor do 1 eduiit iooi too oumonuee 
WHO ore goiug to niter tbio ooproooiou oou cloim demuorotio liUo whiob» in BHidorB 
doye» ottoooeo W toooo wbvi optfAli fur lotgo luojuriueo ol uoiforiiol •oUrage rloo* 
loCBioe. Bat ibe Oobtuot Miooioa'e propoool ol Moyt fur tbo eotung ap oi ibe 
Oooetiiaont Aeoenbly woo oeooBttoiiy n propuool tbot tbo nokn poliuooi pnrtiee 
of indio oaouid moeti ond ibrougb tbeir roprooeocoiifee ondeofour to work out tbe 
propooed Oonoutuuon.” 

OoBeriTUBirT AeeiuMuy 

Mr. Obnrobill eeked wbotbor uie Biiuen UofemmeBt ooBildered UmI tbe 
meetingo now Ukiug plooo in ^ow lielbit wiiiob tbe Muolim looguo wee not eo 
tor ottoudiog ol oil* wore lo ooy oonoo wootiogo ol o volid UMiouiuont Aooeaibly. 
Ibe loci tbot Muelinio wore roluolog to otteud rom«ioed o loett wbooftr wee 
to bUne lor if, ond o meotiug ol one oido wtinout tbe otber weo not b 
eonieronoe* ‘'indeed, tbe Colt ol tbe prupooole ol tbo Uofetenieui ond of Bir 
btoflbrd Orippo wbueo obiHiy nod been dofutod witu onob diooolruno eflVoM to lor* 
tbering ut tiM wbulo ol tbi» policy......... 

Mr. ikiurebill woe intorrupied witb loud Uoferoaieok oriee of '*oboaie»** nod 
one foioo colled out '*dicty.'* 

in on oiMOftpbe o ol ropidly inert nolitg •xeltemeol, Bir. Oburebilt eold : *T 
member wneu Bir oinffurd Crippo wont out oo reprceentouf# of tbe UofernoB^ebl of 
wbieb i woo tbe beod ond bow we bod to puU biu up becouee. . . 

Mr. Oburchill bolted omidet interrupuun ond tbeo told : *T do BOt wobI lo my 
ooyUiing'*-^be woo iuieirupicd ogoto by loud (iofocnnenl eriee of **eiiookiBg.f* 

Hir Btajfvfm C'npo, red in tbe foce, ro»e from bio eeot oo tte UofeiiiBMBi 
front boueb in tbo midor ol tbe iiuioe ond eoid : *'il Mr. Ubutobill iotoiide lo die* 
elooe wbot poeocd between me ond tbe Cnbtnel on Ibnt uccoioon« i bopn be Will 
diiolooe it oil* (loud Uofcrnmeut obrero). 

Mr. Ckurchili : **bu biofiutd Crtppe io qntie right In wbnt be eeye* end 1 ebell 
not purotte iiM point (Ungbiei). Wbot to olt tbie longbioi? Mo one impngno tbe 
conoeumiioue inicgnty ond fiitue ol bir btoffotu Urippt but 1 muet toy loni lo 
Ibe OebinBt Miooiun, of obicb we bove reoiUw* publiebed wbieb beff tokeb ydeee 
under Ibe preennt Uofernment, bit influenee ban, i bore etery reneoa to belMfM 
been need loo nltogetber nudne e Bud toe te beutg pinoed on ndmoingee being glfeo 
lo Mindue (erieo ot 

*At niiy rote. Bit biofTord Grippe eoo dolend bimeelf ood oo owe more thoo 
ho boe loken ccepooetuility in Uito motter, beooUM oeitber of bbi oulleogoeo eould 
eompnie In ibnt ootocoeee ood energy ol mind witn wbieb be defOtne binienli IO eo 
mnny topiee tnloftuoe lo ibe etrebgtn ond w«ltore of Ibe tHoie ( iurlber iolerr«p* 
tiool. ‘lo iwtnro to tbe foluiity at tbe preocat Conoutucnt Aeiembiy oo wbieb 
I Itwet oo obnU bowe o oioiemooi» tbe document ul Moy ofioognd tbot tl tbo iTeM 
Ueot oi Ibo AeeomMy ebowM deildo Mmi ■* wmtm fobed M ooi o aM|ie eoabwoBbl 
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liMia, tlM panj wbidb ob)«oU Mid oMduliiot it to • nsjor eommoiud Imim mttj 
etoim ttoii Um Metier u rulciriEd fur Um opioloii of the bedml Oomi. 

**Huw in il iMiMibto tUoi iluo pcoeodiiru thoald work it Uio portj tbot objecu 
to BOt iborn? iberoforo too mMiiug mi Dcliii it bot ibt propotad ConttiiaeBi 
AatMBbljr irbiob Uicy poi UammtO» 

**Ttka B inort bouioljf Boilogf ; if m bndt or o bridtgroom ftUt to loro up io 
tho oburoiii Ibo retuU it ooi «lit» it ttiltid t uuitoterti noddiog (toogbttr). llie 
tbtoiaio OMtBot It uiti boib um ptriurt tbould bt tuezt.*’ 

lb t ttoitiioe Uitl BM only partly baard to lut trmm gtltory, Mr, Cbnrobiil 
laid : **W« bupt fcbtt Uiit may ami be tba oata/' 

**it It tiiil paiiitttbi lu laqure if HMU ouoaidtr that ibatr propotcd cObferciiet 
of tbe Ouotiltuaoi AttaaiOly baa bagub, 

*1 f«al boubd 40 aiid uo a po«iiiva coiiolution alcboiigb 1 will cxprctt it ratber 
to taroit of aagaiiou (Uovarumtfii laugbter). 

*lo all tbit auuluaiuu, uncaruiioiy aud gaiberiug tlormi wbieb tboat who ba?t 
tiudtod Uit iodiab prubiam lor long yaaca laigbi well bavt foraatau, ibera appaar— 
ai Uia praaeui iioia-Hbraa provarbiai cboiea bature tba Bruiab Bariiamebi. 

**X'be Heat la to prucaad wtib culblata logic lo qmi India ragardlaaa of wbat may 
bappeu Uiart, Tbia wa can oeriaioly do. Oiuibiug can pravant ua if it be ibe will 
of Farliamaut from gaUiariog tugaUitr our wonieu aud obilorm aud unarmed oivi- 
liaba aud marcuiug uudtr tiroog raarguarda to iua tea. Tbat it out obuiea. 

**Xbe aeooud la to taaart tba principle ao olieu proclaimed ihat tba King needt 
no ttnwillittg tubjtfciai aud ibat ibe Bntiab Common waaltb of ^auoua couiamplatea 
no ooffipuiaory pannarabip; aud tbai, lu defauii of teal agreemeut, paruiion of India 
between ibe two ditfereui facet aud reiigioua, widely ditfering euiiuet mnai be 
faced. Iboae wbo witb to mate ibeir own livta lu tbetr owu way may do to and 
tbe godt be witb tnem ; aud tnoee erbo deaire lo tiud in varieiy of ayticmt meant 
of aaeooiation witb our great free Common weal tb may alto be permitted to uke tbe 
ourte wbiob uliimaiely they may tbow tbeiueelvea nady to tabe. 

ABAliCUy MUtT BB bTOFFBO 

^*It foUowt, of courte, Irum t >ia tourae» tnia aecond alternative, tbat anareby 
and maiaacre mutt be prevented and tbat, tailing a meaaure of agreement noi now 
lb eignty an impartial admiuiairation reepontible to Parliament aball be act up lo 
main tain tbe tuudameuial guaranteet of life, liberty and purauit of nappioeet of 
aillioue, nay tbe buuureda ol miliiona of bumble lolk wbo now tund in ieopardy, 
bewildermeut aud Itar. Wbetner tbat can be achieved or not by any apparaiut ol 
Britiab*cuuirolled Uoverumeut tbat we can form from our die*ipai^ xeaourcee le 
agalu a matter upou wbicb it le uow impuaetble to lorm a final judgment. 

One uiiugi uowever, there ie : tbat wbatever bappeue we mutt not do : we mutt 
not allow Bnuab troopa or Briutb olficett in lae ii.dian Army to become agtuciet 
aud inatrumcuia ot aulorciug Caate Hindu aumiuation upon bU,UUU,UJU Aiutiima and 
fiUfUUUUUU uutoucbabletf nor muet tbe preaiige or authority of the Brititb Power in 
India, even in ite auneei, be uaed in partnerebip on eitbei aide of tbeec prmound 


and awtul oleavagea. 

**>'or auob a oourte to bo uted to enforce religiout and party virtory upon miuo- 
ritiea oi tcurei oi miiUona would eeem to combiue tbe dieadvautagea of all pulicict 
aud lead ue ever deeper lu tragedy without giving ut relief from our burdtut or 
liberation, however aauiy purenaem from mural and factural reepouaibility. 

la bicauiie we ieel tbai ibeae leeuet tbould be placed bluntly aud plainly 
before Bnatn and Indian peuplet, even amid tbeir pretent dielreetet and perpitai- 
lietfe tbat we tbougbt it our bouuden duty to atk lor ibit debate** (loud Oppotition 
ebeera}. 

jtr Vlmmeni l>avie$ (for tbe Liberal Party) taid that Bir Buflbrd Crippt Lad 
given a matterly aummaiy of tbe lettere and Oucumenta, and that ibe nummary bad 
eobtaiiu.d no biaa tcgaidiug the aituatioo of any one of the paniet. Ha aaked wbat 
good purpute wat being eerved oy Mr Uburcbtll’a epeecb aud hie quipa. 

\ am enUleU to aay tbie to the Leader of Uie Uopotitiou ; 1 cannot imagine 
any Iking wbiob will do greater diatervioe to a tcttlemeut than tbe tuggeatiou that 
any one of tbe three membett of the Mittion wat moved by biat towaroa one teotion 
or another.** (cbeeia). 

He aald that there kad been uo woidt more horrible in Europe in tbe patt than 
thoea oauead by teiigtoue differtnoee. 'Ibat tbouid be a warning, ba aaid, to tba 
Indian people to do tbeir utmoet to act in a •laieemanlike mannar, lamcmbariog 
ibe teiponaibility not fur Uie partiontor party they repreeeuied but for India aa a 
BkQie. He eniA fkaW to axpeweamg gratiluda to ika Bnitok Governmant for wbal ikty 
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«ideafaiiriog to do. Mid Mpcotollf to Oui ihm who bod aoipooe d tbo MitiloOf 
the hooie woatd bopo ttiml otwi now It would bo pcwolblo for tbooo coofwmod to 
come toKolbfr not oolj for tbo bonefit of ib« people of Indio, bat for Iho bonodt of 
tbo pooMO of Aelo oiicl. iodoodt for ib« penoe of tbo world. 

Cof HamilUm (lAb), who told bo wm or^eokino m o*«o who bod boen borO 
nod opont n a^eotor port of bio lifo lo Indio, ond fonr generoiioiit of wbooo fonlly 
bod oorfod tboroi deelorod thot Mr Cboroblll rnUundfrotnod tbo ontiro pooilloo In 
Indio. It woo ovidoiii iboi bo oow Indio in o otot oimilor to wbot It woo wboo bo 
IMr Obureblll) woo o joang ouboltem thoro. Tbooo doyo were gone. It woo per* 
foetly true eeoo now. oo Mr Obnrehill hod ooid. ibot tbo oumbor of toillono who 
wfttf polltieolly eonoelouo* woo o onoll pereontoge of tbo wbolo poptilotlon bnt they 
eoald ond did inHaoncr tbo Indiono ond got ocrooo to them the olmple Idoo tbot It 
woo 0 bamllioting pooition to bo dominoted by oo people of entirety dilTfrent ooloar 
ond roco. They hod boon gifon the foiling tbot tbo ooo thing they wonted woo in- 
dopoodonoe undor o QoToromoot of their own. 

Sir Stanley Reed (C) thought thot tbo Government bod opprooobod tbio greot 
problem with conroge, wiodom ond imoglootion ond ho gore bio oupport to tho 
brood outlino of the policy they purouod. 

The preoont developmont bod bed Ito need oown ow o eontnry ogo wbon high* 
or odttcotion woo booed on the LnglioK longuoge, ond no one eould know tho Kogli* 
ob longiioge ond hiotory withoat being oto«i»^ in o optrlt of freedom. 

*1 ibtnk the Cobiuet Miooioo*o oeheme ond the farther oiepo token by the 
Govern mem ohould commoud geoerol oupport of oil tho portlet in ibio Honee (Lo* 
hour cheero). 

He eold the! if he thought thet Pokieton woo the oolution of tbe Indion pro* 
blemt be would euptiort it ond cnmniend it to the Honoe, but one hod only to 
look ot tbe mop to eee o gop of 70l> milni bciwern the Evotern ond Weolern r.onoo. 
'Thot could not oonceivebly be o proirticol edminietrottve propnettion ep<*rt from Ite 
economic oeitecte. Sir Htonley believed thot. if the Cehinet Mieeion'o eohrme for 
grouping of proviooce were eerried out, they might oeo o genuine oolution of 
Ibio thorny queotioo. 

Commenting on Mr. Churcbiiro opeecb. Sir HUnloy ooid : *T wlob Mr. 
Charohlll bod given ooroe conotruetive olternoitvo to the Govern men t'o progromme. 

I did not detect one in bio opeerb. 1 connot j>iin entirely with him in ooying tbot 
o greot blnoder woo mode when the Interim Government woe roneiitut d entirely 
from tbe Congreee llecoueo tbo Muelim commonity decided to ehot«ifi from tokiog 
tboeo eoete wliicb were enrmorked for them, tbe Government bod to be corried on. 
A tomporory Government in not one with wtdeh anylHidy cen be oetiolled for longer 
then cen be ovoided. I Mhotl not i«iin tbot eriiiciam ''f the Viceroy ond tbe Oovorn- 
ment. We mnet remember ot thin |uncture the imfiortonre of keeping behind ony 
Government, n ouboumtal body of opinion rrilecied both in the Ceotrol ond Provin* 
ctol legiolotnree." He oppeoUHi to tbe Miiolim eommiinitv omong wlioro, be ooid. 
bo bod mofiy frtendo. lo enter tbe Oonotituenl Aooerobty Iromediotely. 

Mr. Thomas Reid (lioh) regarded Mr Churchili'e opercb oo toiiUmonnt to on 
Ineitomeni to the minoritiee to continue to block the wey to eel I -government. Ho 
deeUrod tbot the viewe of the Brilieb peo de were olmoet to o men behind the 
Govemmeot'i policy. The viewo eipreened by Mr. Churchill did not reprecent th^ 
of tbe Britiib people end be did not think they repreeented the viewo of bli own 
party . 

Earl Winter ton (C) ooid : ^Tbe foci lo that there In o final ond Irrovooobte 
rapture between the Congreao end tbe Muelim l^egue." Briteln'e problem woo how 
to prevent tbe terrible coue*qu«oeee tbot would grow from ibal ropturo If eveou 
woro left to teke their couree. 

Mr. Silvermen (Leb) etked wbelber It woo right that a roealcitrant mlnoriiyt 
iimply by tbo cxereiao of introoetgence ohould bo ablo to otoy the moreb of 
tbo wbolo peopio to lodopeodeneo. He ihoagbi that if the Cebioet Mimion hid 
ervedL it wae more lowarde the aide of tbo Maelime rather than tbo Oongroee. Kb 
bopw tbot nothing hod boon ooid lo tbo Hooee which would encourage oertain 
ooeltooo in Indtn in iho beliel thot tbo Britieb Army would bo uood oo orbitor b^« 
woon Ibo vortOtto mirtiei lo Indio* 

Mr. Bngh Uolson (Of— >000 of iho Tory Reform Groop— ooid that Ibo fotani 
oottoliuitloo of Indio oboald bo ouch tbot neither eommunity could boowbotorg^ 
by tbo otbor* So for. ibo Gofornmoot^o ooureo bed hoeo lor-eigbiod and wleo. Kil 

II Ibo worot bappoaedf ond it wao Impoootble lo obtain nn agroomont. bo bopod Ibal 
Qovoramoot would obow oourogo oad firmnoio. and would not allow Iho oad of 
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BrltM rate fa ladia to bt fditowid bf aa aofommat bj BrHith lioopi of Ifaa 
folo of oBi ooaiflittnitj aaotbor. 

Mr* Oallaeh0r (Ocna) laiil tbal 'if, aa aiaaj flMmhm daelarvdt tfity waatod 
ladia to bavo iad^pHidaoea, tbia eoald alatfdy ba at^biavad bj tba Britiab witbdimv- 
big ffooi India. Indiana vimid aorl thtoaa oat for Uianaaivaa. 

Brig* Rayn^ (0) thought that the OovamMBt ahoald maha tbraa aoaditioiia : 

8 ) Rafaae to ioM on India a aonatltotion nnaeoat^tabla to a largo mliiorltsr ; 

) Rafnaa to haad ovar tha iaal raaponaibility for lav and order notil h waa 
qalta aartain that tha aaw Indian Oofarnaient ooald praaam it and ; (9) aootlnna 
to fMrotael India fm« aggraaalon from ootaida. 

JfO/or Woodrow Wyoii (Lab), who aecompanlad Sir Stafford Grigpa to India 
aa Paraonal Aaaiatant, da<icribad Mr. Cburehill*a apaaeh aa miaeblafona, partlanlarla 
that part which anggaated that Sir Stafford Crippa had been partial daring hia 
aagoliatlooa In India. That, ha aaid, waa a daliberata attempt to anggaat to tha 
Mnalfm Laagna that ft waa no good relying on tha Oabinet Miaaion'a plan baaanaa 
tha odda warn agalnat it from toe atari. 

Major Wyatt aaid that Britain mnat make op her mind that If Indiana abowed 
no aigna of coming to an agreement, aha could not anpnort the eziating atala of 
of affaire any longer. **Wa muat any clearly and oneqniToeally to India that, on a 
certain ffzed date, va are going to laa?e India with onr troopa, with our offieiala, 
and with any Britiah r^identa who wiah to go with oa. Wa mnat annonnea that 
data before tha admlniatratiTe maohinery haa completely crumpled in onr banda. 
That data, I wontd anggeat, ahoald certainly not ba mor«» than 12 moiitha ahead. 
Wa cannot allow Rrltiah troopa to be dragged into either aide in a ciril war.*' 

Mgj* Boamith (0) wondered whether it would be naefiil to refer the diff**renraa 
between the Muelim League and the Oongrcaa to the Federal Oourt beeauae ha 
found it difficult to beliere that tha former would accept the decieion if it differed 
from their preaent opinion. Ha hoped a aompromiae could be found to enable the 
nagotlatlona to go forward aatiafactorlly. 

Ha declared that aectlona of the Soclaliat Partv had their heada in tha clouda 
In regard to India. Let India prora to Uie world that the truat thia Gofernment 
had pot In her had not been miaplaead. Let India remember that our goal waa bar 


Mr. Aiaifi (Lab) aaid : **It would be wrong for anj of na to make cheap party 
a, and th«t ia why 1 deprecate the apeeeh of the leader of tlie Oppoaition." 

Mr. NiekoUon (0), another Member of the Britiah Parliamentary delegation to 
India, aaid that be aopported the policy of the Britiab Ooremroi nt which aecmed 
to him to be a logical dcrelopmeot of preetona policiea of preriona <^(*vcriimenti. 
He added that Britain ought to faee the fact that *he eaacmhly might fail. He 
blmaelf thought It would fail. **l hell' ee that we In thia country haee an ineacap- 
able reaponeihility for the aafety of the lirea of the people of ladia.'* be declared, 
adding taal Britiah troope ahould never be employed at the heheet of one party to 
•nppreaa another. Britain'e primary reapouaihility waa for the protection of the iivea 
of tot Indian maaaca and* whatever happened ahe could not avoid that reaponaibility. 
He aaid that Britain muet hand over India in running order and demand#^ 


that Immadiate atepa ahould be taken to atrengtben the admioiatralion. Britain 
mnat oon«ider whether they folly re<*ogniced their reaponaibility for tha aafety of the 
livaa of the Indian maaaea. Tba debate wae at thia atage adjonrnad. 


On tha IStb Deaamkar, Mr. Ahxan^or^ Miniater-Deaignata of Defence; concln* 
ding the debate warmly repudiated Mr. Churchiira charge that the Labour Govern* 
ment bad eommilted a oardiual error by inviting the Congreve Party to nominale 
Mtmbera of the Interim Government. He added that be waa deeply ahocked to 
bear Mr. Cbnroblll aay that that action bad praeipitated a aariea of maaaaorea over 
wlda tfglona. 

Tha motimi that tha Honaa takea nola of tha atatemant on India by tha Prim# 
Mlnlatcr Dao. 11 land ezpreaa tha hopa that a aetUement of the praceot dil^iil* 
tiea would be forlhorming waa agread to wlihont a divlaion. 

It waa difficnlt, Mr. Alazandar daclarad, to place any oUiar oonatmetloa oa that 
*^lvraapoBalbla atatament*' than that it waa Mr. Ohnrehiri’a intantlon to plaoa tha 
blame for thM fratrieldal dlaordara on tha Governmeat and the Vieeroy. 


Mr. ChurehUit who enleved the Chamber aome tima after tha Mlnlater began 
apaaking, ehallengw Mr. Alezander aaverml timet to aay whether the Labr nr Chrrfm* 
meat would ooniddar valid the deelalona taken by an Indian Conalltnent Aaaambly 
lapcaaaalaliva of only ona polltioal party* Thiongh Mr. Ohnnhill pitmcd hla point 
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Me. wuphKtieally cutmtod hi* rtlnul to uowor wbol bo dcwiilMd M B 

"bfiMillMllool qoMtioa. 

Ik AlaMd«r olio tofoenKi to Kart Wiotarloo’o oUlwMOt jaModoj tiMl Ibo 
raptwo betwMo the OoapnM ond du Mualim Lmruo «m tool and ImvOlMbIt. 
dMlodoc : **1 Ibiok It i« ootbinK bat dtaMtroo* that a ■latontmt ol tkto Uod 
dMNiid M Modo ol tbia omeUI hoor.” Ho exptoMod the view ibot if the onot 
lodioo eonoMnitioo would tokO o Iomoo from the muiuor lii which the lAloo 
Army had eo'iduetod iuwU durioK the nooat oommanol outhnoko they would 




Hr John Anderton, rB-opaoiog ibe dabat*. aald ibat ba Ibougbt U importaal 
tiMt iha paopla of India abould faal Ibni Pnrliamant wm niart and alifa U> avary 
dafaiopmaal in iha changing attaation 

**l would alao with (ha t^arfieea io fail that wa bare are mindful of the baaa^ 
bordene ihal they are lieing eallad upon to bear (cliaara>-<-bttidana whieh are being 
aggraaalad not lightly by the davalopniaota that *rr going on.*' 

Ha wi9 troublad ab lut tha condition ol tba ^dminlairativa naehina In India 
and wanted an naturanca that avary poaaibla cara waa batiig takan to maintain it In 
oondition to dtnoharga adVettv ‘ty the tcaponaiutlittMi which atul had t» Im borna aa 
in the paat. K«apon«ibiitiy i \r the coaraa ol avttrita leading up to the praaant aitua- 
tioo waa widely diacribtitad, b it ba did not feel the Briiiah had anything with which 
to reproach tbamnaieee. 

**Miatakea th* ra may hare bean, here and there.** Sir John added, **bttt on the 
whole what haa been ac<^raptielied by Britain in India will atand oo* In hletory 
aa one of the moat aplendid aohtevetnenu ol tba human race. Whatever our regraia 
1 think wa can oonaola ouraeleea with the (hoiiKht that, etony though the path may 
have been— ;iur progreea may have been attended by bardahip and miefortuna in 
varioue dtreettooa -the progreeaae nnd *<U«nce«t that have been made towards lull 
aalf-Qorernmeot in India were tn (act tneviteble.** 

*‘l£venti ahow^d that one community damoeraticaily organised and ruled could 
not in fact ind<*fiattely bold in euhjectioti another commuotty ritia lor aeU^Uofam* 
mant An attempt to do to would, 1 tuggeet, involva a cballange to iha baala of 
tba community*# own authority. That ia tba broad truth to which 1 would eub* 
•criba« Britain had to aae that the change in ita final etaga waa effV«*ted in the beat 
way calculated to protect iboae intcreata for which aba bad become the aiiaeial 
charge aod* above all, that the change waa efiected in an orderly manner.** 

He ooneidered the Cabinet Miaaion*a plana aa **moet iiigeiiioua** aod be would 
give II full support. He hot*cd that even now, daaplta many dtecouragiii g algnai ti 
might ba found to provide a baeie for agreement whan oacaaaary detaila had bean 
furiher elaborated. 

**Wc muat reeognira that the plan aa prceented by the Mieeion went bavoud 
pretiouf dcclarationa that the future eoiiatituttoii for India muet lie the work of iha 
Indiana alone, but I do not think anyone would wiab to repr >aoh tba Membara of 
ibo Miaaioo. They bad. aa tbioge turned out, no altarnativa *' 

Ha waop however, critical of iha proeaiHiinga leading up to iha (ormatloo of the 
lotorim Govaromant. So far» ba aaid, ba bad atruck oo diecordaiit note, but hm 
he moat ioio ontf ba eberply critical. 

**l waa alwaye apprabenatva leal tba procaaa of Indiaoisaiion ao far aa Iba 
Gaolrat Govern ment of India waa oooceroed might ba carried further than waa oon* 
alaiaot with the efiieiaucy of the govarnmcoul maohinary within the axietlog oonatl- 
ittttonal atructura. But 1 had certainly no idea that a fundamanul change in that 
atruetura would ba made. That, 1 auggeet. la asactly what baa happaoad.** 

Mr. Amery’i propoaaU of June, l945prQpoaed that the aalaetioci of a new 
ladlaa Qovernmaoi abould ba ma<le by tba Viceroy on bia raapootlblUty from a Hit 
of aaoaaa which would ba oubmitted to him. Sir John aaid* l*ba conatltutloaal 


poiitlon and atataa of iba Membara* Council^ powara of the Vloaroy and the raapoa« 
albllity of the Saeretaij of State were to ba entirely uoehangad* under tba Oabiaat 
MMoa’a propoaala there had been, ao far aa ba aould nnderataod* ao prooaaa of 
aaleetloa. Oartala lodiao laadara had bean iacluded ia the Viearoy’e Couoeil Mmoat 
aMdBaio aa ladlaa laadara* They had gone through aartata forma and ba aup p uead 




**Oould it poatibly ha anggaMad/* Sir John aaked, **ibat tha powait laaarvad to 
the Viaaioy. wbiah r a pra aaa t a d Importont aafaguarda inaiatad upoa by Par lt a aMW t 
and aarp a ai ai a g iha ultinMla rmmoaaibiltty of Parliamaat could ba agarafoad in iha 
aama way in ntaad to auaJi paopla aa they could ba In lagaid to paopla who wait 
40 
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BOtbinc note tium Orown ferraDU T Could it be denied that thia derelopBient bad 
pniodim and not adfanoed the proeoeete of a eonetitational aettlement and that 
the admlnlatratife effiolenoj of Ibe In^n Goreroincnt bad gravely inpaifcdf 
(Cobaervative ebeere)* 

Sir John added : ^*lt ie my duty to aay frantly that a eardinal blonder wee 
made when that change wee decided upon and pot into cllect. Bir. Chnrehill eaid 
that a eardinal blunder wee made when Pandit Nehru wae permitted alone to enggeat 
who ahoold be the Membere of the Coanctl. I go further. To allow a repreeeota* 
live of Indiana nominated by poitticai orgtmiEaiione to eonctitote a reapooeiUe 
Inalruinent on which H. M. O. and Parliament ma»t rely for the dieeharge of the 
reaponaibilltlee which ettll reet quite clearly on Britain and on the Britian Parlia- 
ment wae a miatake and a bloiioer of the first order. 

**Wa have to maintain an orderly Oovernment in India. What we have In fact 
dona by this change haa been to aweep aside, to abrogate the administrative aafeguarde 
which have hitherto b<^eo regarded as absolutely vital for the dieebargs of onr 
reeponsibility in relation to the vtnortties and those other intereata in India which 
wc arc obliged to protect. 

*miat la not a criticism of any Indian atatesman but of the Miniatera, and I 
hopa they will meat It. if 1 have not made tba ground of my critieitm olaatt I 
hops I ahall be aakad to furthar elucidate it.** 

Mr. Alexander^ a member of the Cabinet Mieaion to Indiar intervened: *T 
think the whole point ia that no luch fundamental change, as bir John aeema to 
indicate, was made. The powers of the Viceroy were entirely as they were» backed 
up by wbai was itvailable to bsck (hem up. But we did, and I think me were 
view of what was said in the process of tbs prepsration of ibe Crippa 
Oneti it was desirable to get further supi^rt of the political leaders in India st 
that time— >to widen the popular support ot Indian opinion in the direction in wbicb 
we wanted to go.’* 

Mr* Alexander continued : **We have* and the Viceroy has, all the way 
through sought to interfere as little as possible with the policy of the Interim 
Government* either the first one or the second one to which the Muslims have now 
aeoeded. To aay that the actual constitutional position has ehsoged would not be correct.” 

Sir John Anderson: *'Mr. Alexander has notaddreased bimaelf to my argument 
at all. There ii all the difference in the world between the proposal that mas put 
forward ultimately in the Jittie last year* under which the Viceroy wae to make a 
•eleotion from tbe namea submitted to him* and what has now happened. ’Jlie 
provisions of the 1935 Act have not been repealed. They could not he. 'Ihey stand. 
You cannot possibly suppose that tbe Viceroy enn exercise his powers in relation to 
tbe Indian leaders who are prsotioslly self-nominated, appointed ex-officlo as Indian 
leaders who were aottng— from their point of view quite rightly— as party leaders 
and who regarded themselves as responsible directly to the Indian legislature. You 
cannot expect these powers to be exercised in quite tbe same way as they would be 
by pereons whoee status wsh clearly understood by them to be that of Crown 
•ervanti.*' He continued : *'l euggeat that here a oaee baa been made. A subtle change 
but nevertheless a profound change which must have a very important bearing in 
the practical iiauea with which we are eonoeroed on the necessity of the Indian 
Government to discharge their ultimate reepuncibility for peace* order and good 
Government* 1 think it is agreed that amid all these dieturbing ohangee. we remain 
olaarly retponsible for the maintenance of an orderly Government are fully alive to 
the neoeesity of eeeing that tbe Servloec are maintained in a atate of efficiency, that 
they xecogniae that it is upon them that reapooaibility recta— reaponalbiiity to Parlia- 
ment and nowhere elee. 1 mean by Bervicea the civil military and the police— all 
thoM Barvioea on whom wo have to rely for tbe dieeharge of the ultimate service of 
the Government, namely, peace and good order.*’ 

Boferring to Mr. Ohurobiira remark yeatetday that Pandit Nehru had been 
reported ee heviog given orders for the troops or police to eboot, Bir John eeked 
why the queetion of giving ordere in these cironmstencee had ariten. 
The leipooeibllity for mainteining order wae that of a Provincial Govarnmant He 
would hove regarded it ae e twy grave reflection indeed on the way he wee die- 
eharging hie reeponsibility if, when he wae the Governor of Bengal, aomeona had 
come down from Delhi end given ordere to the troops or even to the iMtoe. 

meke no eritloiem whatever of Phndit Nehru in that oonnextion. 1 am 
merely saying that It aaema to ba diiquleting that aneh IneidantB should oeeor and 
that amtenity no one should draw from It the Infeienoe 1 draw— that in oertain 
parts of India the euthority of conetilniefl retponsible people it breaking down.** 
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had <0 M* to It toat natll aba baadad ovar bat laaioaribilltiaa QMqr 
aMta MIt aad eoaaeiaaiioaaly diaebaraad. Any Mca tbai tba BriiMi aowM ga Mt 
el ladle aad leaaa a Taeunaa aad abaadoa the ladlaa paople to diaoidar aad abaoa 
V 0 t ttHtflj Abhomiiit to lilfli* 

**I mok It Bi «7 proTO Ihot wt tholl to bond over mthority not to IIm 
Caotel UOTommeot FoproMotiog the whole ol todU but to eoaie oiber euUMrlltf 
however eooetituted 1 do not know.** 

Balerring to the damend of Pakiatea. 8lr John added : **Tbe laei eaaleoae 
of the Prime lliti»lar% annouaeamaut laat week was ralavani in that eonnesioo. 
-*1 peraooall7» from each knowledge an 1 have of the Indian aiioailon and afTalce, 
would not regard partiUoo In anj form ae Inirtiialeally altraetiva. i agree in that 
leapeei with the eommenu of the Cabinet Miaaion. 1 oan parfeetly underatand that 
paitition in tome form might commend lieelf to aectiona of Indian opinion aa pre* 
lerable to aomeihing elaa which the^ might regard aa atilt woree. Bui there were 
very greet practical dilBcoitiea. The eeoaomic aiiuation under any partition aeheme 
in India mutt praeent many difficult leaturce and* there were elao apeelal oonaidera> 
liona affecting particular areaa. 

* The north-weat frontier eeema to be compareiively simple beeaoae you have 
the K. W. F. P, you have bind and Britiah Baiuchiaian. But tha Punjab preaenU 
featuraa which are deaerviog of apecial conaideraiion under any plan* and J ahould 
very greatly hope mat aome way would be found, however the aiiuation may ulli* 
mataly ahape iteelf. of keeping together the commuiiliiee in the PunJab-^BIkbe. 
Mualtma and U indue. 1 am glad to learn from ■ometbing aaid the other day thel 
reepoaible leadere of the Muetima have espreeaed ihemaeivea aa ayropethiaing to thel 
conception of partition preaenta in my view the moat ft>riniiiab«e difficulty. 

'*Noi only in Aatam. an area in which there ia not a Mualim maiorilv although 
it la cloa^ly kinked ethnoUigicaUy and economically with Kaaiern Bengal, but Bengal 
in the w««t conuina a community which ia predominantly Hindu and the great 
city of Calcutta, which ia almoat the only effective outlet for tha prodneta ol Beagal» 
itg 1 think, Hindu. 1 think that argumeiita that could lie advanced on one 

of the other in regard to Calcutta in relation to the fiaviition ol India praaant very 
formidable difficultiea indeed/' 

It aftemed to him moat important that the fundamental unity of India aa a 
cooetltuiional entity ahould he preaerved. He hotwd that nothing he bed aald would 
impair the ohancea of au<;h a aolution, but he did not think ttie |»roa|iecta were at 
tbe moment bright. Hir Join concluded : **l<et ua, however, all he agreed that we 
have to dtaobarge our lundaraental reapoiiaibilitiea fur a Government In India until 
n oonatituUonal change baa been effected and let ua all he agreed that it must 
be the dominant conaideraiion with ua that we ahould hand over th^ ree|ioiiaiblllliei 
intact end to no orderly faabioo.' 

Jinoah oa the interpretation oi Groupinc CUuM 

Mr. Jinnak indicated at a London Preaa Conference on the 14th December that 
if tha OongrcM unettut vocally accepieti the Britiah Goveroroeat'a interpreiatioo of tha 
grouping clauaea in the Cabinet Miaaion a conatitiitional propoeala for India, be 
would ceruinly have to call hit Council. He added that be could nol| ol cottieei 
•ay whether hia Council would decide to enter the Conatituent Aaaembiy at Delhh 

Mr. Jtiinah, wboae mam pronouocemeiita were contained in aitawera to quaa- 
tiona. re-affirmed Pakiauo aa the goal of the Miitlim League, agreed with Mr. 
C^ureblira pradictiona that things wuu d get worse to India **il Britain did not act 
boldly and frankly,** and anawered the question whether he were once e Oongrese- 
man by retorting ; VUoce 1 belonged to a preparatory aebool." 

Qncaiiontd about hia impresaion of the two-day India debate In the Ronse of 
Gommone thie week. Mr. Jinoeb replied : **My impreeaioo of the debate generally 
le khat light ia dawning on the tremeodoua mesa that already has been mi^e and* 
I think* Parliament is in n better poaltion now with regard to aome of the faela 
than they were during all previous mouths.** 

Avkm if the Lieegtte's goal was complete independence, be replied: *'What do 
you think we are fighting lor ? I'he goal of eompleie independeaee la Pakistan 
— earlainly.** 

Aaked to give hie reeetion to the peregaph in the Britiah Uovernmeoi’e atnle* 
meni of Dec. 6 to the effect that it did not contemplate forelog upon the mlooritimi 
any eonatitutioo in the framing of which they were oorepreMnted« Mr* Jlnnah 
reeled: ‘*ria|MMse the Federal Court deeidee egatnet the Interpralnlioo of H« M* O* 
what will M, It G. do with regard to the Coastltuent Amambly T le It to pieiiid 
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ott tiMi biilt of lotorptiMton glTw bj Um F^dml Ooiirt eontrorj to tbe ioltrptito* 
Uoo of B. B. G/t Ib tboi omo tho HooliM ooold DO?or oeoept it** 

A ^BfotiOB oiifcgcBtod Giftt tboro mm o fooling in London tbnl tho Motlia Lengno 
mm not ptoporcd to oabnitt Uie ptioolpol quettioo oepontiiig tbo portloi to the 
Fodoml Court Mr. Jinnoh ropiled : ^ou ntk mo why «o nlwnyi hovi boon 

Bforoo to bfiog n porty to tbo roloroooo to tbo Foderol Ooorlon tbio poinli it it boeoiioo 
tbo Biitbori timmoolooi (tbo Britloh Otbioot Mittion nod tbo Oofornmont) oogbt to 
know vbnt tbo wopoonit tro. I tty it it not t mtttor tor t court A modimtor 
mtkiiig t propooof tbonld know wbtt bo metnt tod tbould tty if tboro te toy doubt 
ia toyo»o*t mind : *I will mtko It elotr.* 

Mr. Jiontb added tbtt betidet. tbit wtt t fundtmenUl bttic point— it wot 
tbo very loundttion of ibe tebomo. **it it not t iuttleitble itoao/' bo toid. toll 
you I will trait oo court to decide on t point like tbit.'* 

Odo Prettmon put t dual quottion. If tbo Oongreot tecoptod tbo propootlt 
laid down by the Brititb Qofornmont ho ttkod, would tto Mutlim Letfrno oo willing 
to toko part in tbo Uonatitaont Amombly tod in that ctiio would bo willing to tgrot 
with ibo Ooogrcit that the Atiembly wtt a tofcreign and autonomoua body not 
tubjeoi to outaide interfereneo. 

Mr. Jinnnh nnowered the firat part by tayiog that if the Congrott unequi- 
vocally accepted HMG*t interpretation of Dec; 6 , certainly he would have to call 
hit Council. He indicated that he could not anticipate a decition of tho Muslim 
League C^uncU. He thanked the ouettioner of the second point. **It it all very well to 
talk in thia loote way on the position of the Contiiiucnt Ataembly." he taid, going 
on to tell hit audience that the Oongreaa with 292 aupportera— there might be a 
few leaf— in the Aaiembly, certainly had a <*bruit majority" wbereaB the Mutlim 
number wtt 79. 

He added: *That is what people uoderstsnd when they talk of democracy. 
At lietween the Hindua and Mualims there is no such thing as democracy. It is 
a majority of one nation that can overrule the unanimous decaion of any other 
nation beoauae they are 97 and the Congress are 292. In the perilous position 
that the Muslim will be,** observed Mr. Jtnnah, **we doD*t want any outaidfe inter- 
ference in this sense that somebody should tinker with us. but there mutt be 
aoma provision within the acbeme itself which will prevent a brute majority taking 
tba bit in ita mouth and running away. But to treat it as a sovereign Conatituent 
Ataembly taking decision after decision and ttten presenting the poor Muslim 
minority, the British Government and the world with a fait accompli— >there it 
the real danger." 

**Doea that mean that the Muslim minority wants to continue a veto on 
progresa ?" mked the questioner. 

**Thst is often said, but it ia absurd" answered Mr. Jinnah. Unless the 
majority of the nation esu take what deciaioua it likes, the moment yo do not 
agree you are exercising your veto and you are intransigent. In that case the 
majority ia to grlud down the minortty completely and the minoiiiy has no 
remedy.** Mr. Jinnah asked his audience if it was ever known anywhere in the world 
of a constitution that worked successfully without being fram^ with the willing 
aaaent e! major elements that lived in the land. **r;ven the machinery will not 
work unleaa it has the good-will, co-operation and honest desire of the peopta.*' 

With regard to the atatt ment that the Muslims were placing a veto on the ad- 
vance of the majority, he aaked : **What majority do you mean 7 If you mean the 
Bindusy we with them godspeed. Go ahead- eatabliah your Hindus! an, frame your 
oonaHtation for the Hindus, Leave ua alone and we ahall frame a constitu- 
tion for Pakisten." 4 

Aaked if he were advocating a separate Constituent Assembly for Pakistan, 
Mr. Jinnah said that he had alwaye done so. 

ib. Jinnah opened hia Press conference by a long statement which covered 
much of the ground contained in hia speech at tbe Kingaway Hall meeting last 
night and observed that tne Muslim League time ai d again had been*let down in 
the course cd negotintiona with the Cabinet Mission and the Britiah GovemmeDt.|t 
Beferring to the Oongreaa and the Muslim League participation in the preaeot 
provisional Government, he said that the Oongreaa had made ita intentions clear— 
that whatever the constitution ihay were going to act as a Cabinet with Joint nnd 
ooUeotive reaponaibilily and a xeaponaibllity only to the Legialaiuie, wnm ithey 
have an overwhelming majority, and to no outside abthorit^. 

**When we say we cannot allow ihaV* dedaxed Mr. Jinnah, wa are critieiied 
aa the Kiag*i Puty and agmta ol Bri^ah imperidiam.'* 



Members oi the Indian Constituent Assembly 

MADRAS 

Geacral — 45 Memben : 


45 M^mbert nominatBd by Cimgf€$s: 
1. Mr. O. Rnjngoimlnofanri 

a. Dr. Pnttnbhi StUmmATyn 

d. Mr. T PmkAMm 

4. Sir N. €K>palnnwnmi 

5 . Sir Allndi Krishnnewnmi Aiynr 
(b Mr. M. AonnUsAynonm lyenicnr 

7 . The Rain of fiobbtli 

8 . Kamnmimjn Sir M. A. Mu thin 

Chettinr 

9. Mn. Ammu Swamtoniknn 

10 . Mr. Rnmnnlh Ooenkn 

11. Mr. T. T. KrUhonmnchnri 
18 . Dr. P. Snbbnmynn 

13 . The Rer. Fr. Jerome D'Houzn 

14 . Mrs. Dnkohnynni Vetnyudhnn 

15 . Mr. B. GopnU Keddi 

16 . Mr. D. Gorind Dns 

17 . Mr. K. Knmnm) Kndnr 


18. Mr. K. MndhsTs Menoo 


19. Mr. P. Kuohimmnn 

20. Mr. V. I. Muoiswnmi Piilni 


91. Mr. V, Nndimuibii Piilni 
99. Mr. S. Nnicnprn 
23. Mr. P. Nnrnsimhn Rnju 
94« Mr. C. Perutnnlswnmt R^dinr 
25. Mr. *1*. A. Rnninlingnm OheUinr 
96. Mr. O. P. Rntnnnwnmi lleddinr 


97. Prof, N. O. Unngn 


9a Mr. N. Snnieev Reddi 
29. Mr. S. H. ^^ler 


aa Mr. U. Srinitnnn Mnllnyn 
31. Mr. Mr. Knln Venkntn Kno 
3a Mr. P. Knkknn 
3a Mr. M. a Viimbnhu PiUni 

84. Mr. T. jT M. WUson 

85. Mr. V.C.KennTn Rno 

86. Mr. K. SnntlMmam 


87. Mr. a Shim Rno 
3a Mr. H. Sittman Roddi 
90.Mr.C.8iitMrAa«iiw 
4ia Mr* V* Sobraanaiam 


... (Member of the Congress Working 
Commiiiee. Former Premier of Madras ) 
(Former member of the Congrtsn Work*> 
tng Commiiiee). 

... (Premier ol Madras). 

... (Memher of the Couneil of State. Former 
Prime Minister of Kashmir). 

... (Former Adfoeale-Genernl of Madias)^ 

... {u. I. A. Ontral). 

... (Chief Minister of Madras, 1032-37. A 
leader of .fusiiee party). 

... (m. l. a., Prortoetal). 

... (M. L. A., Central). 

... (Managing Diteetor n{ the ^'Indiaa 
Kjtpreas,** Madras) 

... (Former M. u a., Central). 

... (Former Minister of Mstlras). 

... (Principal of the Loyola (.X>llege* Madras). 

... (Member of the Cochin Legislative 
(Jouncil). 

... (M. L A., Provincial. Former Minister ol 
Madras). 

... (m. l. a., Provincial. Preaideal of iha 
Tamtinad l*rovlnoial Coogreaa Com- 
mittee). 

... (Member of the Madras I^egtslalive 
('ouncil. President of the Kerala 
Congress Committee). 

... <M. ).. A., Provincial. Former Minister of 
Madras). 

... (Former m. i.. a., Provincial). 

... (M. L. A., Provincial), 

... (m, I.. A., Provincial). 

.. (M. I.. A., Central), 

... (Meml>er of the Madras Legislative 
Conuctl). 

... (M. I., A., Ceniral. President of the 
Andbra P. C. C.) 

... (M. L. A., Provinoial). 

... (M. u A., Bombay). 

... (H. L. A.. Provincial). 

... fii. u A., l^vineial). 

... (M. u A., Provinoial). 

... (M. u A., Provincial). 

... (Former m. a., OeoCral. Member of 
Congress Expert Committee sad Jolat 
Editor, fiindu§ihan TVm##). 

... (Jonmallst), 



Slfi MEMBBBIB OF THE IHDUN COM8Tnr0E»T ASSEMBLY 


41. Mr. P. M. VdAjndlupMii 

4a.]b.O. V.41i«m 

4(1. Mr. K. OliMiliMioii]i 

44, Mr. L. KrfilWMWMii Bhmthi 

46. Mrt. O. Oarst Bai 

Mi Mlian --4 Members; 


4 Utmb0ri nominattd ty Mtulim 

Jj$QQU§ I 

If fl[Aii Abdnl Bitbilr H. iMiq Sait 
9. Mr* IL T. M. Ahned Ibrahia 
8. Mr. A. Mthaboob All 
4* Mr. B. Poktr 


(m. l. An ProrineUl). 

... f Forma n. l. a., Provinelai). 


(ii. L. A., Oentril}* 

(Member, Medree LefcieUlire Gounoil). 
[M. L. Am ProfioeUI). 

[ 11 . L. A., ProTinciel). 


BOMBAY 


Gaamral — 19 Membert : 

l9 JlembtrB nominaUd by Congre $$ : 

1. Border Vellebhbhei Petel 

2. Mr. Bhenkerreo Deo 

8. Mr. B. O. Kher 
if Mr. Kenyelel Deeei 

5. Mr. K. M. Menebi 

6. Mr. B. B. Diweker 

7. Dr. Albeo D'Bouie 

8. Mr. N. V. UedKil 

9. Mr. B. M. Gopte 

10. Mr. K. M. Jedhe 

11. Mr. 8. N. Mene 
19. Mre. Henee MehU 

13. Mr. B. M. Nelwede 
lA Mr. B. Ni}tlingepp» 

18. Mr. B. K. PeUl 

16 . Mr. M. B. Meitni 
18. Mr. bbenUlel Bebe 

10. Mr. Kbendubbei Deeei 
Maolini— 2 Membere : 


(Member. Oongreee Working Committee, 
Former Oongreee Preeident). 

(Former Member of tbe Ooogreee Working 
Oommittee). 

(Premier of Bombey). 

(Preeident of the Uuiret Provineiel Con- 

I greee Committee). 

Former Home Miiiioter, Bombey). 

Former Preeident of tbe Kernelek Pro- 
finciel Ooogreee Oommittee). 

(m. l. a.» Profiociei) 

(M. L. A., Oentrel) 

(M* L. A., ProTineiel) 

(Preeident of tbe Mebereebtre Prorinoiel 
Congreee Oommittee). 

(if. L. A., Proviooiel). , 

(Preeident of tbe Ali Indie Women'e. 

Conference). 

(if. h. A., Prorinoiel). 

(Preeident of tbe Kernetek Profineiel 
Oongreee Committee). 

(Preeident of tbe Bombey ProTinoiel Oon- 
greee Committee). 

(if. L. A.. Prorinoiel). 

(Member of tbe Bombey Legieletire 
Counoil). 

(m. l. a., Provinciel). 


9 Membere nominated by Jfweftm 
Lyagut : 

1. Mr. 1. 1. Cbundriger 


2. Mr. Abdnl Keda Bbeikb 


... (M. L. A., Provineiel, end lada cf tbe 
Oppoeition. Praident of tbe Bombey 
Prorinciel Mnelim Leegne), 

... (if. L. A., Profineiel). 

ORISSA 


Geaei«l~~9 Membore : 

8 Myrnbyrs Ndminytyd by Congrui : 

1. Mr. Herekriebne Mebeteb 

2. Mr. Bieirenetb Dee 

8. Mre, Meieti Oboadbury 

A Mr. Bodbma Dube 


(Premia of Orieee. Forma memba of 
tbe Oongrea Working Committee). 

... (Fama Premia of Orieee). 

••• (Pfeekbrnt of tbe Utkel Piofinciel Oon- 
grea Oommitta). 

... (lama Minleta of Oriiee). 
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UBIIBSES OF THE INDUK COmnTUBNT ASSBIIBLT 

5. ik* B. Dm 
^ Ik. EaikritbiiA Bom 
7. Mr. l<ioiido kiihore Dm 

& Mr. BftBtoiin Eaniar Dm 
1 Imdtpmdmi ikaikr: 

I. Mr. Laxmiaora^on Saha (m. l. a., Protineial). 


CPonMT M. u Ah diotral). 

(m. L. a., Pforindal). 

(Formor Dapoty Somkm of thi OriiM 
LafCitlaliM i^Mamtily), 

(m. l. A,t ProTloaUI), 


UNITED PROVINCES 

General —47 Membero : 


44 Member $ Nominated bp Conpreee : 
]. Pandit Jawnbartal Nahro 

2. Mr. PuraboUAindM Taudao 

3. Pandit Govind Ballabb Pant 
4. Sii B. Radhakriabnan 


5, Aoharya J. B. Kripalaoi 

0. Pandit Hbri Kriahna Dutt Patiwal ... 
7. Hardar Jn^atidra Sinsb 
B. Mr. A. Dbaram l>aaa 

9. Mra. Biiehau Kripalnni 

10. Mra. Vijaya l^kabmi Pandit 

11. Mra. Pumima Kanarpa 

12. Ur. Kaiiaab Nath Katju 

13. Pandit Hriday Natb Kontru 

14. Mra. Kamala CHaudbri 
1ft. Mr. Dayal Uaa Bhaieat 

16. Mr. Uharam Prakaab 

17. Mr. Maauha Uin 
lU. Mr. Sundar L»al 

19. Mr. Bhafcarao I Ho 

20. Mr. Prajci I^al 

21. Both Uamodar Bnarup 


22. Pandit Ooviod Malaviya 

23. Mr. Balkrtabna Bbarna 
Mr. Hri Prakaaa 
Mr. Moban l^il Basaaoa 
Mr. Han Cbandra Gopta 
Mr. Mabeawar Dayal li^ih 
Mr. HarKOTtitd Hmii 
M r. Hnribamath Bbaairi 
Mr. Hhibban I>al ^azana 
Mr. A]tt Praaad Jain. 


Mr. Vtabambhar Dayal Tnpatbi 
Mr. Ferox Oaudbt 
Mr. Kamlapati Tewart 
Mr. R. V. Dbolrkar 


Mr. Algo Bai BbaaiH 

Mr. Pbool Singb 

Mr. Vaokataab Narnia Taearl 


Mr. Gopiaaib Brirnaura 
Mr. Go^l Naraio 
Mr. BaaabI Dbar Mlara 
Mt. Kbanbad U1 


Mr. Jaapat Ra* Fnptwy 


(Pr^aideol of tha Indian National Oongaaa). 

(B»M>ak<pr of tba U. p. Legtalaiira Aa* 
arnbly). 

(Pr^miar of U. P. Mamber of tba Oon* 
Ktaaa Working Comuittna). 

(Vira^Cbanecllor of tba Banaraa Hindu 
Univvraiiy). 

(Formar Oanaral Bcorataty of tba Indian 
National Oongraaa). 

(If. L. A.. Oantral). 

(M. L. A.« iVntral). 

(It. L. A.t Provincial. Indian Ohrlatian). 

((Miniatar for Health and Local Batf- 
Govrrnmeitl. U. P.). 

(M. t.* A., Provincial). 

(Mifiiatar for Jualiec and Agriooltova. 
U. P ). 

(Mamber of tba Oonaell of Blala; Praal* 
datit of tba Barvanta of India Boelaiy). 

(ii. L. A., Provincial). 

(m. I.. A., Proviooial). 

(M. L. A-, Provincial). 

(M I.. A.. Ootral. Praaldant of tba U. P, 
Provitioial Cooirraaa Committaa). 

(m. I.. A., Oantral). 

(M. L. A.» Central). 

(n. I.. A., Oeniral). 

(M. b. A., Oeolrat). 

(lAindboldar). 

(if. t.. A.. Provincial). 


(m. X.. A., Provincial. Former Parllamen* 
tary Heeratary). 

(M. u A., Provincial). 

(Panme). 

(m. l. A.t Pforinalal). 

(M. u Ah Provincial). 

(If. b. A.« Proviooial)* 

(M. L. A.») Provincial). 

(M« u A., Provincial. Former Partiamae* 
lary Beeretery). 

(Former Parliamentary Baarataif). 
fw. L. A.t Provinelal). 

(a. b. Ah Provincial). 



BID MEMBKRS OF THE lEDIAN OORSITnJElIT A88EIIM.T 
44. Aobarja Jagftl Kltlim 


$ Ind^pmd^nt M$mbgr $ : 

1. B«Jft JagftntiAth Btkfh Biogh 

2. Bir JivaU Fr«tad BrifAtUfA 

8. Sir PAdampAft BlngbAolA 

MiiAlini*-*8 Members: 

7 M$Mb§r» NominaUd hy ifuiiim League 
1. NawaB MohAiniiiAd lAmAlI KhAn 

2« OhAodhrl KhaliquxzftniAa 

8. MAbArs] Kumar Amir Haider Kban 

4. Bsgum Aisaz Kaaul 

5. Mr. 8. M. Rizwaottllah 

K MauWI Axis Ahmad Kban 
7. Maulana Haarat Mohaui 

I Member Nominated by Cottgreas : 

1. Mr. Raft Ahmed Kidwai 


(If. L, A.* Profiodal. Fonear fisdlAmii* 
lerj Bssrelarj Gseml Bseiibrp of tbs 
Ooogrsas Asseaibf j Psrtj). 

(h. l. a., Prorineial). 

(lodastriaUat sod former mssoibsr of ihs 
Vtocr 07 *A Exeeotife Oonneil). 
(lodoairialiAi). 


(n. L. A., Csotral. Member* Mosllm Lssgus 
Workiog Committee). 

(m. l. a.* Frorinoial. and leader of the 
Opposition. Member of the All.lodis 
Muslim League Working Committee). 
(M. L. A.* Froviiicial). 

(Member of the Leglaiatiee O>uocil and 
leader of the Muslim League patiy in 
the jCouncil). 

(M. L. A.* Proeioeial and Beeretarr of the 
Muslim League Assembly Party). 

(if. L. A., Provincial). 

(m. l. a., Provincial). 


(Revenue Minister. U. P. Member of the 
Congress Working Committee)* 


G«aeral^l6 Members : 

16 Membera Nominated by Congreaa 

1. Mr. Guru Agamdas Agarmandas 

2. Mr. Laxmam Bhrawan Bhatkar 

3. Mr. Brijtal NaudUi Biyaiii 

4. 'ITiakur Clihedilal ... 

5* I>r. Funiabrao Bhamrao Desbmukb ... 

6. Mr. Bhankara Tryambak 

Dbarmadliikari 

7. Mr. Cfcll EdvTard Gibbon 
a Sir Hari Bingh Gour 

0. Beth Govioddaa 

10. Mr. V. B. Kalappa 

11. Mr. Hari Viehiiu Kamatb 

12. Raikumari AmritKaur 

la Mr. Hvmcbandra .Tago]! Khaiidekar ... 
14. Mr. Bhagwaiitrao Aniiabhan 
MandoR 

1ft. Pandit Bavi Shankar Bukla 
16 . Mr. Rustomii Kbursed]i Stdhwa 

Muslim — 1 Member : 

J Member Nominated by Muaiim League 

1. Mr. Kaxi Bysd Karimuddin 


C. P. & BERAR 


(M. L* A., Provincial). 

(Former m. i. a., Provincial). 

(Memlier of tbe Council of State. Presi- 
dent of tbe Bersr Provincisl Coogresss 
Committee). 

(if 1 .. A„ Provincisl). 

(Minister of Education in C.P., 1930-33). 

(M. L. A., Provincial). 

(M. L. A.* Punjab Anglo-Indian). 

(Former u. l. a., Central). 

(M. h. A., Central). 

(M. L. A.* Provincial). 

(Forward Bloc). 

(Indian Christian* Punjab). 

(M.L. A.* Provincial). 

(if. L. A., Provincial). 

(Premier of C. P.) 

(if. L. A.* Sind. Persee). 


(if. L. A., Provincisl). 


BIHAR 

GeiiM'al--31 M«mbera : 

t» Ukrnbm /fbminattd hf Oongrmt : 

1. Dr. R.ien<lr. PnMwi (MmilMr of Um Oongreia WikUb* Oom- 

mittM. FoTMt OntTCM PmidMt). 
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A. Mr. iMiimt PrMad 
i» Mr. AattKrmbft Namjaii SIokIi 
4» in. BaglmiiaiKlftii PrttMl 
d. Hr. Ham 


i^ lir* Plmtaa Pramd Varma 
7; Mr. MabMb Praaad Sinlia 

8. Mr. Saraagdbar t^iogh 


9. Mr. Raomwar Praaad Singh 

10. Mr. mvetidraoatb Samaau 

11. Mr. Jadabani SAhaj 

12. Aaija Kaaar Gliuah 

13. Mr. Hatyoaraio Hiiiha 

14. Mr. Kamalnahwari Praaad Yadar 

15. Mr. Uipnaraiu Hingb 

10. Ramoaraitt Singh 

17. Mr. <lupuuath Singh 

)8. Mr. Jagdiah Narain l.al 

19« Mr. Sri Rrtahna Sioba 

liO. Mr. Bjotfaea Larka 

2}, Mr. Brajeawar Praaad 

2^ Mr. Ohandrika Ram 

2i, Rai Bahadur Sri Narain Mablha 

24. I^eabbandbii Gupta 

2.5. Mr. Banarat Praaad Jbun)htinwala 

26. l>r. P. K. Sru 

27. Mra Saroiioi Naidit 

28. Dr. Sacbcbidanaiida Sinba 

a 

$ JniUiMtndeni yemh^g 

1. The Maharaja of Darbbanga 

2. Rai Bahadur Sbyam Natidau Sahaj 
A Mr. Jnipal Siugb 


(u. u A., I^finelal). 

(Kinaooa Miuialer c4 Bihar). 

(tt. u A.« Prorioetai). 

(m. l. a , Profineial. Formar Parlia* 
mrntary Sccraiary). 

(m. l. a., Provinriai). 

Im. l. a.. PMviucial). 

(u. I.. A., Provincial. Formar Parlia* 
maiilary Saey.). 

(M. I.. A., Proviuoial). 

(AdilMi**ii. 

Cm. t.. A.t Proviooian. 

(M. L. A.. Provinmal). 

(M. u A.» Gantral). 

Cm. t.. A.. Provincial). 

(M. I.. A., Central). 

(M. t.. A. I Proviucial). 

(Premier of Bihar). 

(Adibaai). 


C Member of the CtiuncU of Staia). 

(IMbi Journal lai). 

(M. u A.. Central). 

(Kiirmer .liidge* Patna High Court). 
(Former t.)oiigr«aa PteaulenO. 

(M. L. A., I*roviiictal. Formar Vice* 
Cbaueallor of the Patna Univaralty). 

(Praaideitt, AlMndia h«iid*holclera^ Aaao* 
elation). 

(Member of the l^gialative Counoil). 
(Adibaai). 


Miiilim — 5 Members : 


5 Mgmhgrg Nominaftid by J/aj/im 


1. Mr. Huaaain li 

2. Mr. l4iti(ur liAbmao 


3. Mr. Taj«ma) Huaaain 

4. Saiyid Jaftar Imam 

5. Mr. Muhammad Tahir 


Mr. O. M. Punaehcha 
(Coogreaa) 


Mr. Aaaf Ali 


(Mfitibor of Uie iVmtiril of State). 

... iH. L. A I Provineial. .Vleitilier of the All* 
India Mualim iicagtia Workiug Com- 
mittae). 

... Cm. l, a., Proviorial). 

^ CM. I.. A , Provincial). 

... (M. L. A . Proviiirial)' 

CROOG 

DELHI 

... (OonitrcM 


M. L. A.— Ccatni) 


Mr. Muknt Bibari Ul 
Bbafgava 


AJMER.MERWARA 

... (CoaRte.* : M, L. A., Ctntral). 


PUNJAB 

8 M«aib«n : 


6 ii^mb»r$ Nominaisd by 
Congf*t$g i 

1« Dr. Mpi Cband Bhargaea 
8. Pandll Shri Ram Sharma 

3. Bakhihi Sir Ttk Ohand 


M. f.. A.f Provincial I . 

(M. u A.. Provincial). 
(Former Judge of lAihore 
High Court). 
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A Budar Prilhvi SinRb 
Asad 

A. Cbamtfi LaI 

6« Mr. Mebr Cband Kbtona 

A. M 4 mb$r$ Nominated by ike 
United Party : 

1. Bm BAhMnr Chtadhri 
Bara) Mai 

2. Obaudhri Harbha) Raai 

HttaUni— 16 Members : 

2d Memhere Nominated by Afuetim 
League : 

1. Mr. Mobsnmad AH Jionah 

2. Ssrdar Abdur Bab Niahtar 

3. Nawab Iftikhar Haaaain Rban 
of Mamdot 


4. Mian MumUa Muhammad Khan 
Danltana 

5. Sir Fcroa Khan Noou 

a. Baja Ghaaanfar Alt Kban 

7. Prof. Abu Bakar Ahmad Halecm 

8. Mian Muhammad Iftikharud-Din 


S , Obandhri Muhammad Haiaan 
, Khan Bahadur CJheikU Karamai AH . 


11. Bagum Jahan Ara tihah Na<faz 

12. i^ed Uhulam Bhik Mairang 

13. Kban Bahadur Obaudhri Narir 

Ahmad Kban 

14. Dr. Malik Omar Hayat 

15. Byed Amjad AH 

J M«m6er nominated by the Unionist 

Party : 

1. Nawab Sir Muzafiar AH Khau 
Qaailbaah 

Sikh— 4 Seals : 

AH Nominations nithdrawn 


(a. L. A., Profinciai). 

If. L. A , Cenlrat). 

(Finanes Minlatsr, North-West Frontier 
Profince). 


(a. L. A , ProTtnotal). 
(M. L. A., ProYinciaf). 


(President of the All-India Muslim Lea- 
gue. M. L A » Ontral). 

Member of itie Working 0<immiUee. All- 
India Mualim fjcagne, from N.W.F.P). 
(m. l. A-, ProYineial, Leader of the Oppo- 
Htiiou in the Punjab Aasembly. Mem- 
of the Working Ooroinitiee, All-India 
Muslim LeagUR). 

(M. L. A.. ProYincial. Qeoeral Secy, of the 
Punjab ProYincial Muslim League). 

(li. 1 .. A., ProYincial. Former Member of 
the Viceroy'a Executive Council), 
(if. h. A.» Provincial). 

(Professor, Aligarh Ouivertiiy. M. L. A.r 
U. P). 

(m. l. a. Provincial. Former President of 
the Punjab Proviticisl Oongresa Oom- 
mittee). 

(m. 1.. A., Provincial). 

(m. L. a.» Provincial. Member of the 
Working Oommitt6e» All-ludta Mua- 
liin League). 

(M. h. A., Provincial). 

(m. I.. A., Central). 


(Principal of the (slaroia College, Lahore). 
(Former m. l. a., Provincial). 


(Revenue Miniator, Punjab). 


N. W. F. PROVINCE 


Muslim— 3 Members : 

f Members Nominated by Congiess : 

1. Msulsna Abul Kslsra Asad 

2. Khau Abdul Ghaffkr Khsn 

2 Member Nominated by Mue/im League 
Khsn Bardsr Bshsdtur 


(Form^^r Preaident of the Iisdiau Nstioii- 
sl Oongresa. Member of the Oongreaa 
Working Committee*. 

(Member of the Co igreaa Workiog 0>m- 
mittee). 

(If. L. A., Provineisl. Former Spesksfr 
N.W. F.P. ASfumbly). ^ 
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Gsaeral— 1 Member : 

I Mmnhtr KomimaUd frv C'mgmt 

L Mr. Jaimnidat D»iil«trAm 

Mutlim— 3 Membere : 

3 Mfmktrt XomimaUd 6|r JHusitm 
Ltaguf : 

1 Khan B^htdur M. A. Khnhro 
& PiniuU Abdiit (iMitUr 

3. Mr. M. H. CHuEdir 


SIND 


(Former Member of Ibe Ooogreee Werlt* 

ine: Commiltee). 


(Minieler ter Publlo Works, Sind). 
(Minisier for KduesUoa, HimlUi sod 
Locst Solf*Gon., Sind). 

(Pmideni of ibs Bind Profiiioisl Moo* 
lim Lessne). 


BALUCHISTAN 

Nswsb Mohsamsd Kbsn Jossssi ... (Indepsndsoi). 

BENGAL 

General*- 27 Members : 


86 JlnnWrc Xominat^d by Congrtu ; 

1. Mr. Frank RsKinsid Auihooj 

2. Mr. Hs^js iUnisn Bakh^i 

3. I>r. Hurcab Ohandrs Bjknsr}es 

4. Mr. Barat Chandra Boaa 


0. Mr. Bsj Kumar Ctiskrarsrty 

6. Mr. Ksdhsnsib Das 

7. Mr. Dhirsndrs Na|h DatU 
a Mr. Huraiidra Mohan Qboae 

9. Dr. Prafulls Chandra Uboah 

10. Mr. Aruo Chsndrs Gobs 

11. Mr. Damber Singb Oaroog 

12. Mr. Debi Prasad KhaiUo 

IS* Sir Udaj Cbsod Mabtsb (Mabsraia* 
dbira} Bahadur of Burdnan). 

14. Mr. Jnsnandrs Chandra Mainaadar ... 

15. Mr. Aabuioab .Matlick 
IG. Dr. H. C. Mookbertse 

17. Dr. Sjsms l^raaad 51ookeri«e 

18. Mr. Hem Chandra Naaksr 

19. Mr. Prassnos Osb Ksikut 

2a Mrs. Lila Ro| 

21. Mr. Dbsosnjay Bor 

22. Mr. Kirsn Hanker Bof 

83. Mr. Prsfttlia Chandra Sen 

84. Mr. Priya Kaa|ao Sen 

2b. Mr. PraaikUia Raoian Tbakor 
I Member NtminaM by thw SchtduUd 

Coataa Pedernhdii : 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 

/ Mamhtfr Nominaimi by iky CammuiUBi 

Party : 


(Prasideni, Anglo-Indian AeeoolaUoo) 
(Journallii). 

(M. t. a.. Profittoial). 

(Member OoagreM Working, CommlUeiL 
Ixmder of the CoogrsH Parly, Oentral 
AsMsmbly). 

(Profaeeor, Bangabasl Collegs). 

(M. f.. A., ProfineisI). 

(M. L. A • Profioeial). 

(President, Bengal ProfineisI Ooogrsss 
Oommkiloe). 

(Former Member, Congress Working 
Committss). 

M. I.. A.. ProfiooisI). 

M. L. A., ProfineisI). 

(sf. l«. A., ProfineisI). 

(n. L. A., ProfiiieUI). 

(>i. L. A., ProfineisI) 

(Obriatian, Retired Profeaeor, Oslenlln 
Unircieiiy). 

(M. u A.. Profineial. Preeideol, Ail*India 
Hindu Mahaeabbai, 

(m. l. a., ProfineisI). 

(M. t. A., ProfineisI. Former Minlslsr, 
Bengal). 

(m. l. a., Profineinl). 

(liasder ol Congress Party in Bsngsl 
Aseembly). 

(Leetorsr, CsleoMa Uoifersity). 

(m. I.. A., Profineial). 


(Former Slember, Vietroy*a Ffosnlifo 
Cooncil). 



SM MBIIBKItS OF THE INUlAN OOMBTlTtJEMT IBBEMBLY 
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Proceedings of the Assembly 

Opening Day— New Delhi— 9 th December 1946 

***A oonslilution rr*rfd (or toiiDorUlUy*’ w** held np ss tbB idosl bilofs Ibt 
Ceoslitusiii Assenibly ibis wortiit^K by Dr Sachrhidananda 5fnAo, tsnporsry (Sisir* 
men, in bis insugursi sddress io lodis** First Constiiwnt Assembly vhieb opsood * 
hero Ibis morniog. Hs drew stieuiion to ibe Amerlrsn coostiintioni wbioh It hid 
baeo rlsimrd, embodied ibis idesh end ssid ibsl ibel roostituiion wm one which ehoold 
be eersfally liudicd by ibe Indisn Constiiuetii Assembly » not neoseenrily for 
wbolesile sdopiion but for Judicious sdspMiilon to ibe occessitiee end requirements of 
Indie. Tbe Amsrtcsn consiituiion, be i^nted out, wee bsetd on ^ serlee of egree* 
menii ss well ss s srrirs of compromises** end spesking from fifty yeeie* SEperlenoe of 
public life, be sstd ihst **rfseoosble sgreemenU end {ndlcious compromise* ere nd- 
where more celled for then freming i coosiliulion for s countn like Indie.** 

Dr. Hiohs recslled ibst ibe first definite refmnce to e Conitiluent Assembly. 
thoBgh not nndcr ibe periieolsr nsme, wes fonnd in n stetement of Msbslme Qeadbl 
in 1922. Tbe idee of e Conatitueni Assembly ss ibe only direct mesas for the 
framing of a Conetitnilon in India, Dr. 8loha said, came to he enterteined end ee* 
cepud 1^ lift two mejor pollticel pertiee In 1940, with tbie dliTerenee lhat while tho 
Coagieee desired ooe OoneUtoent Assembly for Indie ei e whole, tbe Muslim Leagae 
wanted two GoastiUiioi Aeeembliee, in eccordenee with iu demead for two aepanito 
fHalce in the ocaatry. 

Dr. Siaha laYoked Dirine biceeiogs tbei **yoar proeeedlage may he marhed aol 
only by good senee, pablie epirli tod geoulne pairioltsm. bat aloo by wledoaib 
tolmlioa, )aitice aad faUracea to all; aad aboee all with a yMoo wkdeh may itatoca 
ladia to her ptietlae glory aad gtee her a pUee of hoaoar aad eqaelliy aatoag Ihg 
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gn»l Bitioni of IIm world” ; for, ha added, ^whm Ihare la bo ?iaioB, tha paopla 
pariah*” 

Soma 205 rapraaeotatifia, iocladlog aioa woBiaD, froBB all lha proTiaeaa wcia 
praaaat* Thaj aat ia parallal rowa fadag Iba praaidaatial daia ia tha brilliaotlj- 
lightad, domad iibranr of tha OoBDeii Chamber. Saatad In aaparata pro? ineial bloaa 
ihaj ware a farlagatad gatharing, draaaad in tha many different gaiba of tha profinaaa 
they oama from. Mnilim Laagoa membara ware abaaot 


Tboaa ooeupying tha front row ineliidad Pandit Nahm. Maulana Aaad, Saidar 
Fatal, Aoharfa KnpalanI, Dr. Rajendra Praaad. Mra. Kaldo, Mr. Harakrlahna 
Mahtab, Pandit Pant, Dr. Ambedkar Mr. Sarat Chandra Boaa. Mr, C. Rajagopal- 
chart and Mr. Aaaf All. Mr. Sarat Chadra Boaa and Dr. Ambedicar aat in tba aama 
baaeh. Mra. Kripalani had a aaat immadiatalj bablod her hnabaod. 

Dr. Slnha*a Spaaah 

Hon'bla Mambara of tha Firat Conatituant Aaaamblf,— 

I am daeplj beholden to you for Tonr haring anaad to accept ma aa tha flrat 
Praaidant of your Couatltuant Aacambly, which will anabla na to aaaiat yon in 
tranaaeting tha preliminary bueinaaa of tha Aiaambly^nch aa tha election of a 
parmanaot Praaidant, ana thereafter tha framing of tha rulaa of bnainaaa, tha 
appointment of f ariona Committeaa, and aattling ,tha qnaation of giving publicity to, 
or keeping conddantial, jrour prooeadioga— which will ultimately lead you to crown 
your laboura by, formulating a auitabla and atabla conatitution lor an Independent 
India. In azpreaaing my sense of appreciation of your great kindness, I cannot 
conceal from myself that I feel— com pariiift small things with great- that I am, 
on tha present occasion— In the position in which Lord Palmerston found himself 
when Quesn Victoria offered him tha highest Order of Chivalry, namely tha Knight- 
hood of the Charter. In accepting the queen’s offer, Lord Palmerston wrote to a 
friend as follows : *'l have gratefully accepted Her Maiasty's gracious offer as, 
think God, there is no question of sny damned merit about the honour conferred 
on me.*' 1 ssy 1 find myself more or less in the seme poeltion, for yon bsve agreed 
to acoept me ai your President on the sole ground that 1 am, In age, the senior- 
most member of the Assembly. Whatever the ground, however, on which you have 
ohossn me as your first President, 1 am nonetheless profoundly grateful to you. 
1 hove hid, in my fairly long life, savaral honours conferred on me in recognition 
of my sarvices aa a humble worker in public interest, but I assure you that 1 regard 
your mark of favour as a signal honour, which I shall cherish ihrougbont tbs rest 
of my life. 

Teg Swiss Model 


On ibis historic and memorable occacion, you will not grudge, I am sure, if 
1 venture to sddrasa to you some observations on certain aspects of what is called 
a ConstUuant Assembly. This political method of devising s constitution for a 
country baa not been known to our fellow-eubjecia in British Constitution, there is 
no auch thing as a eonatituent law, it being a cherished privilege of the British 
Pstlisment, aa the sole eovereign snthorlty, to make sod unmake all laws, including 
the oonslitutionsl law of the country. Ac such, we have to look to eountries other 
than Britain to be able to form s correct estimate of the position of m Coustltuent 
Assembly. In Europe, the oldest Republic, that of Switserlsnd, has not bad a 
Constituent Law, in tbe ordinary sente of that term, for it came into ezistance, on 
B much smaller scale than it now eziats, due to biitorio eansec and aooidcute, several 
eenturles back. Nevertheleia, the present constitutional ayatem of Bwltserland has 
aevsral notable and instructive features, which have strongly bssn recommended by 
qualified iutborities to Indian eonsiittttion makers, and 1 nave no doubt that this 
great Asaembly will atudv carefully the Swise Oonailtuiion and try to utilise it to 
the best advantage In tbe intcreat of preparing a anitable eooatiintion for a free India. 

Tba only other State in Europe, to the oonstitutiou of whieb we could turn 
with some advantage. Is that of France, the first Constituent Asaembly of which 
(called ”The French National Assembly”) was convoked In 1789, after tbe Firench 
EevoiuUon bad aneoeeded In overthrowing the Frenoh monarohy. But the French 
RepubUean system of Government bad been changed since then, from time to time, 
ana is even now, more or iese, in the mettiog pot Though, tbmfore, you may not 
ba able to derive as much advantage from a atudy of the French system of eousti* 
tusut law aa that of the Bwiss, that is no reason why you should not seek to derive 
whni advantage you can Id tha preparation of the task before you, by a study of It 
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Fmmuicb avo AimtCAir KxAMriJR 

A« • Mtliir of loot, Iho Froodh coatiitoiioii^aiokord. who ««! In \ 79 ^ ol Iho 
Aiit CottoUiaiftl Atiooiblf of ihtir ootuiiry. mm thoanriroi loriE«lf lotfttooood bf 
iIm muik dotto bot m eoa^t ol ymm Mrlier In 1787, hj tbt bUiorlo OontUliitiooM 
OoovofttlM btid At PbiltdtflpblA bf ibt Aaerieun oontUiaUoii-aiobaNi for Ibitr 
eOoolcf. HoTiofC thfown off ih«ir to ibo Briti«b King In PortUaMilb 

tbry aol oad drew up vbot bod bioii regerded. ond Ittstly eo* m the oooodoK, And 
aoel preeileAl bod workoble repoblkoa eoti<utatloa lo eiUicose, It U ibU grooi 
eOAtUtAtloo, vbleb bed beeo AetorAlIj tokeii oi ibt nodel for olt aabtcqaAot eooe* 
tiittttee iiol ooly of FrAno^ bat oleo ol tbe A»lf*|ov«ritlng liominiooa of ibo 
Brititb OoaaoaotAUh libt CantdAt AoetroliA, and Boulb Afrlea ; end t bAte oo 
d^bi ibAl yoa will oleo lo ibe oAtore of tbioice. pay io tbe eoofit of your work* 
gfOAlot AitAAlioo lo ibe provl^ooe of ibe Americoa Coaetilttlioit tbeo to iboee ol 
Aoy otber. 

l btfe referred ebote to ibe eelf-goveroifiK eonililutione of ibe greet Dominioue 
of tbe BrtUeb Comnonveeltb befog baaed on, to a iarge eitent* if not aoiually 
deiired from ibe American eonetituiioiial ayaiem. Tbe irai to beoedt by tbe Am* 
arieon ayatem waa Canada, ihc biatoHc c>)titetitioii ol which country for drawiog 
up a aell-goveniiiig eooatUudou met in I^l. at Qtiebec, Thia Conveotion drew up 
Ibe Canadian eonatitution, which waa aubarqucotty embodied In what ie atlll on ibo 
Btatnie lUxik aa the Rrittah North American Act, imtaed by the Brtiiab Parllamaiit 
in 1867. You may be inierealed io hear that ibe Quebec Conrention conalated of 
oaly 3^1 delegatee from alt the proriocca of Oatiada. and that eonfentlon of 811 re* 
preeenuiiaee teaued aa many aa 71 rceoluttona* which were afierwarda dult Ineor* 
porated m Mo in thi Briiiab North American Act, under the profUiooi of which 
tbe Orel ealf-goferning Dominion of tbe Britiab (X) mm on wee I to of Canada came 
into exUteuoe in 1S67. The Britiib Parliament accepted the Canadian Oonveotlou 
aeheme in ita euitrety except for making only one drafting amend meut I hope 
and prey tbet xour Uboura mey be crowned with a aimllar encoeae. 

The Aroeritau conatituttonai eyatem waa more or icaa adopted in tbt eohemae 
prepared for framing the conatitutiona of Auatralia and Hoiith Africa* which ahowa 
that tbe reauUa aobtevad by the American Oonfeniion held at PhiUdeiphia in 1787» 
bad been eecepted by ibe world aa a model for framing iodependeni federal conaii* 
tuiiona for rarioua counltiee. It ta for theee reeaona that I bate felt Juailded In 
inailtng yonr attention to ibe Amertoan ayaiem of oooatiiuent and conaii Cuiional 
law atone which ebould be carefully etudied by you-<noi neceeaerity for wbnieaala 
adoption but for the judieioue adapuiion of ita proriaiona to the neceealtlee and 
reqniremente of your own country, with each modtdcalione aa met be neeeeeary 
or eeeeniia) owing to the peculiar oonditiona of our eocial* neonomfe and politioal 
life. 1 bare done to, aa according to Monro-^a etandard autbority oo the eubieot*- 
tbe American conetitution ia baaed oo **a aeriea ol ngreementa aa well aa a aerlee 
of cMimpromiaea** 1 mat venture to add. aa a reault of my long experlefioa of 
public life for now nearly half a century* that reaaonable agreamenle and )adlol* 
out eompromiaea are nowhere more nellrd for than in framing a eonaiitullon for 
a eonniry like Indie. 

In eommendtog to you for yonr careful conciderailon and aeoeptaneA, witll 
naeonable agmemente and iudlcioue campromiaee. the fundamental prioeiplee of 
tbe Amerieen evalem, 1 cannot do liatter than quote tbe etrikiug obeerrailone on 
tbe eubieet of tbe greaieet Britiab authority, namely Vieeouoi Bryee, who in hie 
moonmental work, celled the Ameriean (-orntnonwealih, writee ne foitowe:MMi 
oenUal or nallonel Uoveroment te not a mere Jicague; for it dote not wholly depend 
on tbe component eommiioitiee which we call tbe Statea. it te In Iteelf a Gom- 
monweallb aa well ae a Union ol Common wealtba, beeauee it olaime dircaily Urn 
obedienoe of erery eitixen, and acle immediately upon him ibroogb ite coorte end 
exnentiwe ofBeere. BtUl leea are tbe minor oommnnitiea. the Bteiea, mere eub-difi* 
•bM of Ite Union* mere ereeturee of tbe National Government* like tbe eonntiia 
<M EnrinM or the depertmeota of FrAnee. They bave over ibeir eitixma an auibo* 
riiy wnieb la tbelr owe and aot delegated by ite Oeniral Government.** 


. , . Thi PaoFLi*A RMPoneiBtuTY 

It may poeeibly ba that In tome aneb eebeme* akiifnlty adapted to oar require* 
ioenla» n mliateelory eolntlon may be found for a eonatitution for an tndapendani 
Indin* may eallAfy the reaaoonble expeottUone and legitimate aiptrallont of 
SJSSfi ^ Ite Inedlng politteal aartlee ia tbe oouniry. Having quoted Hit gtealail 
BciiM nniteff^ nn the gmel, uitemi marite of the Amorlcnn Oeoetilnlionf yem 
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wilL 1 liO|ia« beat with mm a fairly toag qnoution ffom the graataat Amarieao 
Jartat Story. la eoneluding hia eelebfmted book eallad '^OoameaUriea on the Oon* 
•tiialion of tha Unitad Stataa**, be made oerlain tirikiog and inapiring obaenratioaa 
wbleb 1 preaenl to yon at worthy of roar attention 

*L9t the Amerioan youth nerer forget that they poaaeaa a noble inherltaneei 
bought by the toile and euStfrloge and liTood of thetr aooeetori : and eapable, If 
wlaely improved, and faithfullr guarded, of tranamltting to their la^at poaterity all 
the anbatantial bleaiinga of lim, the peaceful enjoyment of liberty, property» religion 
and independenoe. The etruoture bae been ereeted by architecte of oonaummate 
akill and ftdelity; lU foundationa are aolid. ita eompartmeota are beautiful, ae well 
aa uaeful; Ita arrangementa are full of wiadom and order, and ita defeneea are im* 
pregnable from without ; it hae been reared for immortality, if the work of man 
may juatly aepire to each a title. It may. nevertheleea, periah in an hour by the 
folly, or oorruptioii i^r negligence of Ita only keepera. Tke People, Republica are 
ereatM by the rirtue, public aptrit and iiitelligeoce of the eitiiena. They fall, when 
the wiae are bauiahed from the public ooun<^iif, becauae they dare to be honeat and 
the profligate are rewarded becauae they flatter the people, in order to betray 
them." 

To quote yet one more leading authority on the almoat ideal CooatiinUoo of 
America, Jamea Beck (at one time Bolicitor-yeneral of the United Htates) eaya In 
hli highly iuaiructivc book railed, "The Conaiitution of the United Statce— Yeater- 
day, Ty>-dny and To-morrow*'. 

'^Oonatitutiona aa governmental paiiaceaa have come and gone; but it can be 
eald of the Ameiiran Oonatltutiou, paraphraaing the noble tribute of Dr. Jobnaon to 
the Immortal fame of Sbakeepeare, that the atream of time which baa waabed away 
tha diaaolubla fabric of many other paper constitutiona hae left almoat untouched 
iti adamantine etrength. Kacapting the flrat ten amend men ta. which were virtually 
a part of the original Charter, only nine othera have been adopted in more than one 
hundred and thirty yeara. What other form of Government hae better atood the 
leet of time?" 

My prayer ii that the Conatitution that you are going to plan may aimilarly 
be rearM for immortality', if the work of man may juatly aaplre to anch a title, 
and it may be a atrnoture of *adamantlQe elreugh* which will onilaat and overcome 
alt deetruetive foroea. , 

OagBSlH OP THB iKDiaM ASSEMBLY 

Having Invited your attention to some aepecta of the question of constitution- 
making In Europe and America, 1 may now profitably turn to some aspects of the 
queetion in our own country. The firtt definite refereuce to a Constituent Assembly 
(though not under that paitiotilar name) I have found in a etatemeot of Mahatma 
Gandhi, made ao far back aa 1922. He aald, "ciwaraj will not be a free gift of the 
Briilih Parliament, It will be a declaration of India's full aelf-ezpresaion, ezpreaaed 
through an Act of Parliament. But it will be merely a courteous ratifieaUon of the 
declam wish of the people of India. The ratification will be a treaty to which 
Britain will be a party. The Britiah Parliament, when the aeUiement oomee, will 
ratify the wiahee of the people of India aa expressed through the freely oboaen repre- 
•entativea.* The demand made by Mahatma Gandhi for a Oonatitueot Asaambly, 
composed of the "freely ohoaen repreaentatlvea" of the people of India, waaaflirmea, 
from time to time, by various public bodies and political leaders but it waa not till 
May, 1934 that the Bwaraj Party, which waa then formed at Ranchi, formulated a 
aoheme In which the following resolution was included. "Jliia Conference claims 
for India the right of self-determination and the only method of applying that prin- 
oiple la to ooavena a Oonat|tuant Aaaembly, representative of all eactlooe of the 
Indian people, to frame an acceptable cooetitution." The policy embodied in this 
resolation wae approved by the Ali-India Congress Committee, which met at Patna 
a few daye latter, in May, 1934, and it waa thus that the echeme of a Conetitnent 
Aeaembly for framing the Indian Conatitution waa officially adopted by the Indian 
Nati on al Gongreaa, ^ 

CoMOBaM AND Lbagoi Dbglabations 

The above reaolutioa wae confirmed at the aeaaion of the Cougreae held at 
Paispnr ta Deoember, 1936. Th» eoofirming reeoluiion declared that **the Coagreee 
•tanaa for a genuine demoeratio State in India where political power haa neen 
tranaferrcd to the people aa a whole and the Government ie under their cfTeetive 
control. Such a State can only oome ioto azisteoee through a Conetitnent Aw. 
bly having the power to determine finally the ooosiitniion of the oonntry.** In 
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HiimmSm. ItSR the CoegiM Workins Coai«iillii tdofiled a liioiallott vkieh 4i*» 
d jud IlMl ^-^maRBitiM of !adl«*i iod«|»o4«BeB Bod Iko fiRhl of hor fMopIo lo 
IfBM thdr ooMtttatioo UicBii|Cb a CoMiiiBMii Ataeaklj it tMeiillBl.** I Mf oM 
tiMit io tlM moliidooB from miek I katB onoiad abovB (thorn odoplid at Um Ooa« 
KMO Woddoa CommlUM of Nof«mber» IKfA and al the Faicpur aamlaa ol Ika 
DeairaM of 19J6} U waa doelarad that tha Oiinailtueal AiaamMy alunild ba tlaalad 
oa tia baala of adalt iofTiraRe. t^iaaa tha C mRrom aa^i a laad oo tha aahiaai ia 
Mil lha idea of a Ctimatitaeai AmambHr had eome to ortvail laiRaly aa aa arttola 
of faith ia afmoat all Iba polltieatl^hmiaded eircica in the country. 

Bat aatil lha adoption of tha raaolalton on Pakiaun. In Marab 19IQ. hjf lha 
Maallm Lmaa, that political orRaaiaalioa had not fafOttrad Uia idea of a Oonal^ 
lacnt Aaaamblv aa a proper and attilabla method for framliiR a oonatitation. AfW 
the adoption ol that raaoiation, hooavar. tha atUiuda of Iba Maalim Laagaa aaama 
to ha?a andtfROaa a ebaoea iu faaonrof the idea of Oonailtuant Aaaambljr-Mma for 
the araaa eUlmed bj the CeaRua for a ae^nirate Muctim Bute, and lha plaar lor the 
real of India. Tboa, it may ba aUtad that the idea of a Oonalilaeat Aaaamblj, aa 
tha only dirael meana for tha framing of a ciinalitutioa In ihia oonatrp, aamt to bo 
antartaiaad and aeoepied by tba two ma)or iM>(ittcat paritaa In 1940. with ihia dlfRir* 
anon that wbila the Ooogre«»a deairad one Uonattlueni Aaaamblv for India, aa a 
whole, tha Mnalim Laagoa a tnicd two Canatituant Aaaembllaa, in aocordanoa with 
ita demand for two acparaie BUIaa in iba country. Any way wbathar one or two, 
lha idea of a Conatlloant A««embly being lha prnwr maibod for tha framing of a 
oonatituUon had clearly dawned by that time on public oooeeiouanaaa In Iba aoaa* 
try, and It waa with rafarenca to that great menial upheaval that Ihindil Jawabarlal 
Nabra declared that 'll meana a nation on iba move, faebioniog for itaalf a new 
Govern maul of iU own making ibroogh chair ateetad repraaeoutivaa.** 

It ramaina to add that Iba cooerptim of a Cooetituant Aaeembly aa iba moal 
appropriate method for framing lha cooatitnlion of India bad alao found favour 
with lha raembera of tha Bapru Coromiltea in lha report of wblob, laeuad leal year 
(1915), it farmulatod a definlta achame lor Iba eompoaitlon of a Oonatiluaol Aa* 
acmbly. Wa are mealing, however, tit ihia Aaaembly under tha aebema propoundad 
by iba Brttiab Cabioat Miaaion, which, ibougb differing from Iba auggeaiioiia made 
OB tba anbiaci by the Congreac, iba liaagiia, aBd ether political orgaoiaailooa, bad 
davttad a acheme which ibougb not by all, bad bean aooeptad by maov polltlaal 
partiaa, and nlao by large aaetiona of tba pohti<=^ally*miDdad claaaea uot baloiigiBg to 
any political party, aa one well worth giving a trial, with a view to and tha pollU* 
oal deadlock, which bad obtained for now many yeare past, and fruatrated onr nima 
and Mpirationa, 1 have no deeire to go further into iba marlta of tba Brlllah OabI* 
net Miaaion’a achame ac that might lead me to treapaaa on ronirovaralal ground, 
which 1 have no deatre to Iravarae on the preeeiit ooeaaion. I am aware ibai tba 
Hritiab Oabioei Miaeioo have l>een the «ob}ert of aeiiia oontroveraiaa balwaao loaM 
of tba poliiioai pariiea amooget ue, and 1 do not want, therafore, to rnah to wham 
avao polUieal angels might wall fear to tread. 

CAU, to AHUgMULY 


HoB*bla Mambara, I fear 1 have treepaaaad long oo your paiianoa, and ahould 
now bring my ramarka to a close. My only inatiftcalioii for having daUlnad you 
ao long ta the uoiqttanesa of this great and memorable occaaioo in tba blatory of 
India, tba enibneiaam with which this Conaiitiiant Aatambly bad bmo iHaomad 
by large aactiont of onr poliihutly-mtodad claaaaa, tba kaao intaraat wbiaii 
maltara relating to it had evoked amongst various communliiaa and Iba 
proapect which it bolda out for tba final aattlament of tba problam of all (MblauM 
and tha iaaua of all issues, the poliiteal independanea of India, and bar aeonomia 
freedom. 1 with your laboura auoeaaa, and invoke Divine blaaainga that your pro* 
caadinga may ba marked not only by good aenaa. poblio aplrit. and ganuioa mitrkA* 
Inm. but nlao by wiadom, toleration, iuetica, and faimcaa to alt; and above aft with 
a vliioo wbioh may raalova India to bar priaiioa glory aod give bar a plana ol 
Imoamv and noualil^ among tba great aationa of tha world. oa aot forget to 
bMly ^ pride ol lb# great loiuao poat, Iqbal, aod bit faith In tba Immormlljr of 
M daaiiay of onr gnal, bialoria and anotant eonoiry, which be aommad np io 
I two banntifttl Mg.. . 

Ynnaim. lliaraob Roma anb mit gaya Jaban aa, 

Baqi abbi talakaal nam o alaban bamara. 

^ **Giifoa, Rgypf, and Roma bavn all dleoppaarcd from Iba amrfaoi 

ol tba Bartb; but tba name and lamn of onr conatry baa anitlvcd ibif magiM al 
42 
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Tims tod the efttoolytmt of iRei.*’ I ptrlfenlftrlj atk of you for • board and 
oiUiolio fitioOf for m the Bible Justly teaches us 
**Virhere there is no vlsioii the people perish.'* 

Second Day— New Delhi— 10th December 1946 

BeeetatlOB on Reles Cemmittee 

A fall sad soimsted debate arose on the point whether the rales of procedure 
framed for the Assembly should be expressly declared to govern the Sections as 
well. This point was brought np during the discuMion on Aeharya Kripalani^a 
resolution for the setting up of *'a committee of dfieen on rules of procedure sad 
Otbet matters." An amendment to the effect that the Committee should be em- 

S wered to frame rules not only for the Assembly but for the Sections was moved 
Dr. Sureah Chandra Banerjaa and was eventually adopted, only Dr. Amhadkar 
voting against it. 

Acharya Kripalani, moving the resolution, pointed out that in the form in 
which it was circulated, it provided that 'Uhe Committee should report on rules of 
procedure of the Assembly, Sections and Committees." He decided to drop the 
words "Sections and Committees," because Sections and Committees were part of 
the Assembly and the addition of those words were, therefore, su|)erflaous. 

Dr. Sureah Chandra Banerjee : Is it the intention of the mover that the rulee 
ibould also apply to Sections 7 In my opinion, Sections should be specifically 
mentioned here, because you know there are difficulties with particulsr Sections. 

Dr. Shyama Praaaa Mookherjae* supporting Dr. Banerjee, said it would be safe 
to specify clesrly that the rules of procedure of the Assembly should spply to 
Seotions and Committees. 

Mr. Kripalani : The rnl^s of procedure of the Assembly include rules of 
procedure of the Sections and Committees. 

Dr. Monkharjee said thst the resolution, as it stood, left it in doubt whether, 
when the Sections met, they would frame their own rules of procedure. The qiies* 
tion would then arise whether the Constituent Assembly had authority to frame 
rules of procedure for ibe Section at all. It would then be a question of interpre* 
tstion whether the Rules Committee wss entitled to frame rules for the Sections. As 
It was the intention thst this Committee would frame rules for the Sections, he ssid 
thst they should make that clear now, so that there might be no ambiguity when 
Seotions were formed. 

Bsbu Purahotiamdaa Tandon supported the amendment. 

Acharya Kripalani^ iutervcniiig in the debate, submitted that the Assembly 
would mske rules of a broad nature and these would apply to Sfctious and Com- 
mittees. If any Committees or Seotions wanted any additional rules tbev would be 
made, subject to the proviso that ouch rules were not incouBioteot with the rules 
mads by the Rules Committer. 

Bardar Harnam Singh agreed with Dr. Mookherjee but sug^etted that the word 

"inolnding" ahould not be inserted but the passage ehould reaa " Asseroblv, its 

Seotions end Committees" His suggestion, be ssid, was in accord with Cabinet 
Mission's Btstement which mentioned Sectious as Sections of the Assembly. 

Ssrdar Harnsm Singh also urged thst ten of the members of the Committee 
should be elected and the remaining five nominated by the Cbsirrosn so as to give 
adequate representation to important minorities. Otherwise, he was afrkid, the work 
of ibe Advisory Committee might be regulated to the detriment of some Important 
•aotiODS of the House. 

Mr. A. Af. diiinahit supporting Mr. Bsnnerjee's amendment, said that it would 
be extremely unwise to omit the words "Sections and Committees'* beosuse that 
wonld show thst the Assembly wss not the self-determining and self-governing 
Inatittttlon which we insisted it was. "Acharya Kripalani himself mentioned thst if 
we leave the thing as it Is, rules could he made whereby you can lay down that 
{^llona and Committees will not have power to make rules wbieb are contrary to 
or Inconaistent with the mlea made by this Committee. That itself akows that it 
la oompetent for thia Procedural Committee to regulate, to some extent, the proce- 
dure of the Seotions and Oommltteaa". In view of the debate that had already 
talmn place It was mnoh better that the words "Sections and Committees" stood 
rather than leave the matter open to further diacussion and polnta of order later on. 

"It ahonld ha laid down definitely by thie House," said Mr. Mnnshi, "that the 
Oonsiltnent Assembly Is one and indivisible, that the Sections, as already pointed 
out, are the Seetiona of the Aesenbly, and that they may not form thamoeivei Into 
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Mrnn dmt bodto vhidi om mtlw IMr ova ralto iaooattetal viill Iht ratal ol 
tUi Ataeablj/* 

Mr. Baiania Kumar Dum atkod for • ruliao Iron Uif Choiram bow tar ita 
Ooaaliiaral Atoembir voald be eotiUed to give dirtcHoo or to eiemiaf IIm work of 
S^tiooe ead of the Adrieor^ Goaimitlee. 

The Chairman eeid that ba bad oo da»ird tbal tbia raliag abotild be dragg ed 
ialo tbe Federal Court aod. therafoie, would not glee au^. 

Pandit Jawahatal AVAra, laterTeitiDjn; iu tbe debate, aald : **Tbia reaointloa woe 
eooaldeivd to be a formal rteoluuou but from tbe tread ol tbe 

dlaeuaaloo It appeara tbere are larger fuodaaieutal itiitea io the mlade 
Of UoDonrable Membeta. Obekmelp. we bate got tboM leauea la our 

nlnda aod many of ue bold atroag tieua about them. If Uiia diaeuaaioa goea oo, 
all maooer of ibtpga, wbieh no doubt will be coaaidrrrd at tarioue atagee io tbe 
Hooae, will bate to be eouaidered now. In Uiia i^articular imue, 1 doubt If tbeie la 
anj difference of opinion in the llouee**. 

Undoubtedly, aald Pandit Nebru, tbe tarioue Committeea and Seetlooa of the 
Oonatituent Aeaenbly were a r*it of the Houae. Undoubtedly aayiblog that waa 
dooe in thoae Coromiiteea and li^ectiooa which came into confliet with the direet^oaa 


of the Aaaembly would hate to be coneidtred by the Houte. **Aa thia reaoluiloo it 
drafted—and 1 bad tomething to do with Uie drafting— I thoughl the origioel 
drift waa the appropriate draft^ but when thia matter it brought up In the toepe 
of en emeiiduicni then obvioitily it bec(»iii«i an entirely djffertui mailer to oppoie 
that amendment, becauee that liecomee an eapremion of the flew ol the Route. 


*lhe member from Auaro had brought tbe Adrtaory Oommittee Into the pietniv. 
The Adfiaory Committee obriouily and ^tenily bed to report to the Couatitueat 
Aaaembly. He took it that all Committeea of the ilouae would bare to report to It* 
Pandit Nehru auggeated to Aoharya Kripalanl to accept tbe amendment, 

|)r. M. H, Jayakar aald that, on mertta, he would have auppotied the amend* 
ment, but there were a few conaiderationt which he wiahad io urge mtalnat an 
eipreaa mention of the worda **Bectiona and Committeea**. Ue urged the noiiae to 
remember that *':5ectiona** Included B and 0 Hcctiona and further tiiai In ^e B and 
C Sectiont, there waa the likellbood— almoat the certainly— ^of '*a certain group of 
men who are not preatiit here to*day end who may be present when the r<aetiOoa 
begin to function*'. That group of men waa not prraeiit io the tlouae to*diy owing 
to a feeling of aome Uoatihty. Would you like at thia atage to legialate for them 
in advance or would you rather leave thia oueation aa included in the word, Aaaem- 
bly, instead of rubbing it in too much bv trie rspreaa mention of tha word **Biollooa 
wblab means Hectiona B and C V* he aaked. He urged membera to roneidar who* 
ther ea a matter of rzfH^dleficy they would not let the matter remain where It wae, 
namely, that no rules could be framra by Hoi tiona A end B and alto C «hi^ tfore 
in eonllict with the rulea of the AaKoibly. "Would you ratljer not let it rest on 
thU very, very wiae provision T Or would yon go further and rub tbe point in by 
saying that we, here, to«day, in the abteiice of that group of men. make it necessary 
that Uie rules framed by the Aaaembly will also apply to the Hectiona, whieh ia 
abaolntaly unneeeaaary. becauae all tbe rulea of the Ataembly include tbe rulee of 
tbe aectioiia T 


**1 would, therefore, auggcai thia cautious proceeding, in the ebeence of an 
Important group of men. who are not present here but who are watching Iheaa 
prooeedinga with very jealoua and auanicioua eyea, io discover whether you are taking 
anything out of their hands. In deciding tbia io anticipatloii of ihair arrival, may U 
not Interfere with ibeirfuiare arrival in a frtcitdly atmosphere T Therefore, 1 auggeet 
that tha worda ataiMl aa io the original resolution of Acharya Kripalani." 

Mr. />. P- Khaiian, supporting the amendment, said, have not the alighteit 
doobi that whether a group ol membera are preaeot or not, this Asmimbly baa to 
proeeed with lie work io iu entirety lrr«e$ active of the quceilon wbetber that groap 
deeldaa to loin or not to loin. We have got to carry on our work and 1 do bopa 
Ibal aa Umarpaaaca, tbal group of men will aerve tbe interest of the country. But 
eo long ea they are not here, we ehould go on with our work with our beail In It 
•• if looking at the IntareaU of the country ae a whole.*' 

Mr. ff. B, PraUr (Aaglo-lndtan). supporting Dr. Jayakar'a argomanlii aald 
that Dr. Jayaknr bad pointed out the implicetione of the amendment and it would 
hi ipmd to follow what he bad anid. We may all want to do thia tbiog, bnt not nl 
this atage. lliere la Unm for it and, tberafore. I wbola*beartadly support Sm faoolo* 
Hon aa originally moved by Aeharya Kripalanl'* 

Mf.^ Barei Chandra Roee urged llmi to aalUa all fnlure diapoliai the Bsklf 
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Mould oeeept Iho miodBiaBt. Bi^forrtag to Dr. Jtyukftr't ipiedi. boould : *1 do 
not tbioli It will iotroduco ony eopfliet ul nil In fntnrf, II tbit Aittiably won to Iny 
down rolot of fwoMdatt whloh would go? ero not only tbt miin Atttmbly but lu 
Stelloot nnd Oommittcto m well. On tbt eontnry, 1 fttl that It would lUiolvo 
mny n ooufllet In ndvnnet. If wo ore thlokiog that nny conflict sny nrlto botwoon 
tbo nitio Atiombiy and Sectiont wo bod boitar reaolro that eonfiiet now* by Inolud- 
Ing Uio wordn Secilona nnd Oommittaca**. 

Mr. B. G. ICker told tbnt tha Honao ongbt not lo lonro nny doubt Ibnt tbo 
Atienibly wna tbo tnpranio body to far na tba proeadura of tha ttoetiona wna oonoor- 
nod. Altar tbo debate that bad Ukoo place, it would be iaipolltio now to rofnao to 
neoopt tha worda, **Sactiaiia and Oommiiteea*'. They word not at all eertain to-day 
whatbar tbo Scctiona were going to alL The way out of It would bo to giro the 
mopoaad Oommltteo powora to co-opt ao that If the rutea framed ware not oeooptablo 
to any heeilon of memhera or If any anggeationa ware madet tba Oommltteo might 
from time to time be able to anggeat amandmanta and alterationa which oonld bo 
confirmed, ratified or rejacted by tbo Houae. 

Mr. Jairamdat Daulatram aald that tha Union Conatiioant Aaaambly waa tbo 
auproma body and muat have tha right to frame rulea for Ita Baotlona and Oommlt- 
toca. On tbia point no room abould bo left (or any interprotation. At tbo aamo 
time# they had to deal with tha poaaiblllty that thoaa men who were not proaani 
to-day might join them at a later ataga. If thoao deaelopmanta took plaoa, tha 
auggeatlon made by Mr. Kber would meat their reqniremanta. 

Ma. KaiPiLAiii'o Bbply to Dbbatb 

Replying to tha dabatCi Acharya Kripalani aald that there aoamad to be aome 
miaappeehMaion about tha aeope of work of the Oommiitee and the time daring 
which it would be in cziateuoe. **Wa have abaoluiely no rulea for conducting our 
buainoaa. The rulea would be more or leaa auch aa gnide the proeeedinga of all 
aaeembliea and tbeae would be of a general nature. There ia no doubt in my mind 
that more rulea will have to be framed by Commitieea tbemaelvea and by Secilona. 
They may be called bya-rulaa or by any other name. Tbit OommtUae will not 
ifima anhanativa rulea. Aa for tha question of co-option it need not arise at this 
•IMe. This Committee ia not going to be permanent. 

<*Wben any Section of the Houae that ia abaani to-day decidea to join, then, if 
they have any objection to the rulea that have bean framed, tbia Houae can always 
Older thtm to he revised. 1 think it ia a bad method to appoint a Committee and 
|lva It co-opt whan that Committee ia being selected by the Single 

herring to Harder Harnam Singh’s suggestion that five repreeentatlvea of 
mlnorlilea be co-opted, be aaid : ’Thera la already a provision that the members of 
this OommitUe be aelected by the Single Transferable Vote and that incindes all 
minorities. It is not good that minontiea should be appointed by these ten people.” 
Hei therefore* opposed the suggestion. 

As he found that there waa a large body of opinion for ioolnding the words, 
’’SeaUona and Oommiiteea," Acharya Kripalani accepted Mr. Banerjee's amendment, 
(Ohcara). Tha nmeiidmant waa paaaed, only Dr. Ambadkar voting against it 

COMMITTEI TO HATB FOWBR TO CO OPT 


The House acoapted an ameodmeot moved by Border Ujjal Singh^ giving the 
Procedure Committee power to co-opt, if neoaaaary, upto five membere. Sardar 
Ufial Singh aald that If the Committee wee not given power to co-opt, e group con- 
eleting of lonr or live members would not be able to gat repraaanlatlon. 

Tbe motion was declared oaiiied. 

A law minor amandmanta ware acoapted and the raaolution aa amended waa 
paaeed. 

PaOOKDUU FOR ELBCTIOH or OBllRlfAW 


Earlier, tbe Oonatltnent Aaeambly epenl ball an boor diaenoalag a lengthy 
reaffinlloa presorlblng prooednre for the election of a permanent Chairman. Aeharye 
Kripalani formally moved the raeololioo end Pandit JNehrn eeconded. Two verbal 
amendmeote were enggeeted by Mr. Punish Rao Deahmnkh. Mr. K. Santanam in- 
vited the Chair to laterpret what would he the elTcct of the emendmenti. 

Dr. Singh : 1 am not here to interpreti Ipterpretation la n moot dangerone 
thing (lafiighter). 

After a brief debate In whieh Mr. Ananthasaynnam Iyengar aad Mr. 0. Bai^ 
geyelaeharl took part the leiolilloa wai paeeed ia Ka original foon wMi tht adfli« 
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tiM 0f m elMMt tuggailed bj Mr. M. V. KamUi to tRobk toy oomlaot to wItMfOW 
if io Hkcd. 

Homm odoplod » reooluUmi mof«l by PoiiclU Nohra lor Um adoplioa* 
villi Mob aodittemUoot at the Cheirmett miebt, \n bit ebeoittte dieetf tioa» pemll 
of the rolee end euiiditiic ordM of tbe CciiUel Loeitietivt Awembty iteodiug tbe 
fremiag by the Ooo«tiiucut AtMoibly of lu omi rul«« end prucifdore. 

I be Hone peaeed eoother milatlon moted by Pandit Nehru eonaroiltti tbe 
exliiiog onceiiMtl.»H of the office of tbe Coiieti neei Aeecmbly. Tbe Cbeirmeni Dr* 
HInbe, eeid emid ebeere, **Iii the eery few deye it bee been my privilege to work 
vtib Sir Nereeinghe Reo (CooftUtnuoiiel Advteer) end bie euV, I beve reeeirtd 
groeleet poeelble eeeieient^e end 1 em earn they will go on giving tbe eeme velueble 
aoeietnnee end eo^opcretiau. Tbe AeMMnbly then adjourned* 

Third Day-New Delhi— lllh* December 1946 

Dr. Rejeadre Pieeed RIeeled Pr ee i ient 

Dr. RaJ^ndra Pra$tid took the ebeir today ei permanent Preeident of Ibe Oon* 
etiloeni Aeeembly emid enthueieeiio ohtere. 

A eimple ceremony preceded hie ine*elletton. Tbe Icmporery Obeirmen, Dr. 
Binbe, announced ibei two vtlid nomineiion petwre eo fer received propoeed Dr* 
lUiendra Pre»ed*e neme, end «iid : **i hereby dreUre Dr. Rejendre Praead duly 
•tected permanent Chetrmen nf thU Aeeembiy.** (l^ud cbeerv). 

Dr. Hinhe added : «*My ttret doty ee tem|>orery Uheirmen ie to rcqurel that 
Aebarye Kripeleni viul Meulene Attd will do ue ibe favour on behelf of ibe Ooe* 
■iituent Aeeembly to approacb the elected Pteetdont to bring bim on to tbe ebair.** 
(Cbeere end leughterl. 

Meulene Ase<i walked up Ui Dr. IUiei»dre Preeed and gripped bIm by Ibe 
figbt arm, while Aebarye KriraUni atood by the left end ibe three weui up co tbn 
deie, where Dr. Praaad eat on a chair by the aide of ibe temporary OmUrman* 
Crifi of *^Inc|utbal Zindabad** ei>d *Mat lltvd** rang nut at be eei. 

Bpenebee fcliciutiog the new Obairmeo then followed. 

Tauk ilgvoga AeeaifBhY 

Str SarvapalU Ra^ihakriihnan in offering bie oongralutatlooe to Dr. Eejeudra 
Preeedf pointed out that tbe Doitatitiient Aaaembly bed met to frame e oonelituUon 
to effect tbe withdrawal of Britieb oontrul— poNiioal* economic and mill tar y-^and 
oetabliab a Free and independent India. If aucccaifitli tble trauHler of auibority . 
would be Ibe biggtat and leaat bloody of all Iraiufere in bumeii bletorv* 

Referring to lodo-llritiah rclaibna. bir Harvapalli aaid that Ibe nret Brilliber 
to arrive in tbia country wa« a Jeauti mtaatonary in IbiO. He was follow^ by 
other merohanta who came to trade but ctaivcf to rule. In 1765, ibe authority waa 
traiieferrcd to tbe Keti India Cniupany. l.Ater, U wae gradually cubordiaaied to 
and replaced by tbe authority of P*rtt«mctit, and it bad been contlouiag till now 
on the famott'i principle enunciated by Cecil Kbodee, e principle fuodemenlel to 
Imiwrialtem—pbilanthropy pula live |iet cent 

Right tbroiigh there bad been proteeta againet Britieb rule. All ibeet proteete 
became canaUeed wLcn tbe Indian National Oongreea w a eatabliebed. The Omgveae 
adopted mild metbode till tbe advent of Mahatma Gandhi, whea It beoame 
aggteMivf. In IVMO, the Congrcea adopted tbe reeolutloo for the Indepeadeaoe of 
Ittdta end we are now here to gtve vd^et to t lat reaolution. 

The Bniiab mere cmpirica from beginning to end. It wae Lord Palmmetoo 
who eaid : *We have uo eternal princtplee; wc have only eterual liitereeti.** * When 
they take any particular line of acUviiy^** aaid HIr BarvapallL “you may take U 
that It la not willing iurreader of power o; atttborlty» but It Ie a rceponae to tbe 
hlitorie neeeeaiiiea of tbe ceae.'* 

Cnutlouiag, Bir Barvapaltl tetd the BriUeb introduced the eommnoaJ eleetoialee 
In India with ine intention of keeping ibe people epert. Tim higher mind of 
Uab idviaetl local offieiele that they would be betraying the truet impoeed on them iw 
loiatlog commueal efeetorat* a, that they would be injiwtlog polaon into the bo^ 
politic wbkb eould only be rrmov ed, if at ail at tba cost of e citil wer. ^We knov 
how tbow antleipatiooa are getUug realiaed to^y." 

The lateet etetement of H.M.G. on tbe Obbinet Flee tndioeted that It wee nol 
In bnmen aetnre to enrrender power eevify (bear, bear). Hie ple^ng of oee fectlon 
egeiok en^tr wee unwofiby of e great people end woidd embiller Dm reteffiom 
between tbit eountip mid Qieal &itefo. It wna eaaa titi e i for them to nadcMiii 
lhalli en net wen fUt, it mwM be with Ibe nunoai graee**’ 
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iBDlA'fl wmw COBflTnrOTlOll 

Tba Oofittituiioo fhe Aftembly would be dnwiDg iip» Sir Sampolli nrgtd. 
ihould embody tbe dreemt end peniontt the ideele end espiretioBe of ell who belo- 
nged to tble country, it must be beecd on the content o{ ell end reepeet the 
rQtbt of ell prop e belonging to tbit greet lend. **We here been kept eperl; it le 
onr duty now to find eeeh other.*' 

Referring to the Muslim League'e ebctention from tbe AMembly» Sir Serrepelli 
eeld : **We eil deplore, ee tbe tpeeker* yeeterday end the day before deplored, the 
ebitentlon of tbe repreaentetifea of tbe Mualim League from tbit GonttItnenI Ate- 
embly. We teke it that It will only be tem|)orary, for tbeir eo-operetion it ebtolntcly 
eteentiel for tbe tnoeett of eny conatitution which we mey drew up. Our bnngjBr. 
our porerty, our dilate, our malnutrition, ere eommon to all. Take tbe payehoio- 

S 'eel ills from whieb we auffer, the loaa of human dignity^ the tlarery of tne mind. 

e stunting of t^naibiiitiee end tbe aheme of Bub{ection. These ere common to 
ell-~Hindua or Mualimi, Princea or peeeenta. The oheina may be e gold, but they 
ere still cheint that matter. *lhe Princes will have to realise that they are sleres in 
this country. (Hear, bear). Earth and heeren combined to make them belong to 
one country. It is ensentiel, therefore, for eny conatitution which is drawn np to make 
ell the citisens realise that their basic privileges — education, social end economic--- 
■re afforded to them, that there will be cultural entoiiomy, that nobody is going to 
be euppresard. It is going to be a constitution which will be democratic in the 
true eenee of the term, where political freedom will mtrge into economic freedom 
end equity end which will make every individual feel that he should be proud to 
belong to ^hie great fend/* 

SovBRKiON Rights of Abbembly 

Sir N, Oopalaawami Iyengar aeid that the moat oneroui of Dr. Rajendre Pte- 
tad's taeka ae Chairman would oe the "defeating of all attempts at weakening or 
whitting down the sovereign powers of tho Assembly. 

For the task which the Aaaembly had taken upon itaelf, he said, it was sove- 
reign in every sense of the word, 'i'hat ite members had been brtughi together by 
the machinery employed by the preeent Government of India did not detract from 
that sovereignty (hear, hear). The constitution of the Assembly derived its authori- 
ty not from tbe tact that its authors were three members of but from 

toe fact tbst the proposals made therein bad been accepted by tbe people of ibis 
country (bear, hear). Any limitation on the powers of the Assembly, whioo were indi- 
csted in the Cabinet Mission’s statement "are thus self-imposed, imposed by oureetvea 
on this Assembly, and the document and ita subaeqnent exposition by ita autbora 
have made it clear that tbia Aaaembly baa got the constituent power ol amending 
ita oonetitutiou. of varying or adding to what is provided for in that document, not 
excluding even what are declared to be ita fundamentals. 'J'he law of the conetitu- 
tion of inis Aaeembly doee not vest in any outside authority, iudieial or otherwise, 
tbe interpretation of any provision. 

Bir Gopalaawamy went on, "the task before the Asaembly is not merely one 
of lettliug tbe constitution. It also includee deciding tbe method of its implemene- 
tation ao far aa India aud her people are concerned. In other words, we have to 
take over power from those who are iu posseseiou of it. Tbe method ol that taking over 
of power will be one to bo decided by this Asaembly. The fact that H. M. Q. aiiottld 
claim to decide the mechanics of tbe transfer of power to which, in subsianca, they 
are already committed, does not» In my view, detract from the eoverelgniy of thia 
Asaembly eo far aa its task is concerned/* 

Dr, Raieiidra Praead’e election, said Sir Gopalaawamy, was a auprema mark of 
the nnstinad confidence thalAhe Aeeembly aud tbe country ae a whole reposed in 
him. *Tt is not eo much an honour to him. He has really honoured ne by aooep- 
ting the invitation that we have extended to him.** (Cheers). 

Other epeakera included Mr. MuuiewamI Pillai, Bardar Uijal Singh, the Maba- 
rajadhlraja of Dirbbauga, Dr. Alban D* Bouia, Mr. 6. Lahiri and S^an Abdul 
Qhaffkr &ban. The latter remarked that the Frontier Mualims aided with tbe Con< 
greee In upholding the liberty of the country and fighting for tbe iudepcDdaDce of 
India. Mrs. Barojiul Naidu referred to her long friendehip with Dr. Balendra Prasad 
and said he deserved the tributes paid to bln. 

Dm. Rajbhdea Prasad's Reply 

Dr. Majendra Proeod, on aasnming tbe praaidential chair, referred to tbe diffi- 
euliiae encountered In framing a truly aorardgn eonatitutlou and said Uda was 
eonnon to all eonniriaa. Tbera was no reaaoo. thanfora, ba aaidi why this Aaseni* 
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Uf ihottld »ol tiieeiad m itt other coonlrfet. if ell of them dltpleyed neily Of |Nif* 
poet ied ft dfttire to oiiderftliinil one eeoiher*« poiei of vieo. Dr R^eadrft Prited 
ftlftft fftletfed lo tbe ftbaeaeft of Moelim l^ue membm In the Aftftftmbly ftod txpft* 
•eed Ihi iKipe thel ttiey wonid ftooii dn44e <xfetipf their eeau end pftrtlelpile In 
fremimc n eontiitation for the good of the people of Uile eonntry. 

PifftMlfig the «elf*gomnitig end eelf-delermioieg power of the Afteemblr Dr 
Rejendre Pceoed eeid : **l em evert thet thie Aeeeoibty bet been bore villi oir* 
tele tinutfttioni p^eoed on It from iu birth. We met not forgei» dUregerd or Ignore 
Ihene llmlleiione in the eonree of onr procee^iinge end In erriving et our def^lSoee* 
Bot I hnov. toOi tbet in epile of theee limitetione, the Aeeenbly ie e neli-goeernittg 
end felf-deUrmining, independeul body In whoiNi proceedinge no otiuide euthority 
cen interfere end vboee deeieione no one onitiae een upeet, elifr or modify/* 
fCheere). Indeed, itie ie tbe power of thieO^nniitiient Aeeembly to get rid of end demo* 
lleb the my limiuUone which heve been eiUehed to It et ite birtb end 1 hope ibei 
yovu Lftdtee end Uentlemcn. who here come here lo freme tbe oonetiiutlon of en 
ledepfodent end Free Indie, will he ebie to rid of theee timiUUone end piece 
before the world e model ecu etiiu lion, thet will eetiely the people of ell groupt end 
oornmnnitiee end religiooe inheliitiug Ihie veet tend end will etieure to every one 
freedom of ectton. of thooght, of belief, end of votehlpi which will giiereniee to every* 
one opporinnitltse of rieing to bte bigheet, which will gnerentee to everyone freedom 
lo ell reepeete. 1 hoi>« end iruel thet thie t)on«tiiuent Aeeembty will In eonree of 
time, be eble to develop etrangih ee eti eucb ee^embtiee beve done.'* 

**lt ie meet regreiteble thet meny eeete ere unoccupied to-dey in thie Awem* 
bly. I em hoping thet our frieode of the Muelint l^egue will eoon come to occupy 
heee plec^ft end will be gled ti perltcipeie in thie greet work of creeling e confttl* 
tttlion for our people which eccording to the cxptrience of eil othrr netlont of the 
wo id end eee.irding to our own ex|>erteni«c, onr owe t red i lion e end our own |>eculier 
leonditione. will giierentce lo everyone ell thet they een require to be gnerenleei, 
end will not leeve eoy room for eny compleini from eny eide (cheere). 1 em bop* 
ing eleo thet you wilt do your beet to echieve thie greet objective. Almve ett. whet 
we need ie freedom end ee eomeone bee eeid, nolUiiig i« more vetuebte thee the 
freedom to be free. Let ue hope thet ee e reeiiit of the teboure of tbie Coneiituent 
Aitembly, we ehett heve echieved freedom end be proud of li." (Oheere). 

Fourth Day— New Delhi— 12th December 1946 

The Aetrmbly ediourned lo>dey withmii treneecUng eny bucineeft ee tome 
membere vented time to etiidy the rceoluttoii on Dcclerelton of Ohj^^tlvcft, which 
Peodil Nehru wee to move. 

The Preeident, l>r. /^lJrndra e»id : **Thcre ie no douhi tbe rceolullon 

ie e very imporUtii one, end I ehcmtd not like eny member to feel thet he bee not 
bed euffieient time to conetder it. 8o if the Ifoiiee eo deeiree, 1 em prepered to 
ndjourn thie dieeuetion lilt to*morrow.** 


Fifth Day— New Delhi— 13th December 1946 

Reeolntlou on Deelerellwn of Ob|ectlvee 


In the Aeeembly thie morning, Pundit Jawhartat Nehru, in one of the grenleet 
ipeeobee of hie ceroer end one of tbe rooet memoreble it ie the privilege of nnyonft 
to beer, introduced the reeototion outlining the objective* which, the future eonitltu- 
liofi of Indie ehould eim et end toverde which the Conetltueoi Aeeembly ehould 
nddreet ite leboure. Tbe introduction of the reeolution end hie etweclb both In 
Hittduftent end Kngli^h. took exectly one hour end the Hnueft-'Whicb eince lie 
inenguretion. one muei edmit, bed never been in good cheer following the publieeiion 
of the Britieh Qovemmeni** eteiement of Deoemlier 6— Utoh heert nnd wee revivified 


niter lleleaiog to the quieb eolemn end determined worde of Peodit Nebrn eHirmlfig 
the unbendiog reoolve of the country to merch oowerd to lift goel of freedom, whet* 
over the obttnelee in the wny end through whniftver further etrugglf# ley ehi«4 of 
them. Peodit Nehni .exhorted the Aeeemtily to look upon the reeolution ee n eoltaui 
pledge to iheir people whieh they ehould redeem In the eonetiiutioo they would immo. 
appeeling to t ho ee who ehonld rightly be oreeent in the Conetlutent Aeeemblf* but 


appenling to t ho ee who ehonld rightly be preeent in the Conetlutent Aveemblf* but 
who weft not, lo portieipnle nnd help In the teek thel ley eheed of them, Fftedll 
" lor the freedom of Indie, none ehonld funotion ee n 


Nehm eeid thet la 


V nwIITTiTTM 


ni alin Kwwhwt btMr ob ib. oMlMia of Iho rwolvtioo aad mM it 
poiaiad Ml lo hte tint tono pooplo liln Un Prioon ood otbon ta Kogtood 
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nighA not lik* India to be a Repnbiie. Bat (bat naa tba icoal «bidi tMa Indias 
Vaopia daalnd rnont to »od Indio bemic « Be^ubile did net in nny wsy 

tmttdfee the lodien 8tal«e cofUinuiox to remeiii m mooerebiM if ibet were tbe 
WAiii oi tbe Stotee* people. But monercltice to tbe Stetee would be?e to be purely 
• eonetitotioael onee with tbe people enjoying complete democreey. 

In moflfig the reeolution. Pandit Nebru, epeabiug in Hindueteni. eeid: **We 
•le 00 the tbreebold of a new era. Tbie reeolution in a laeaeage definiog our intm- 
tiODe ee to what we propoee to do. Tbit ie a coiitraet with tbe mlllione of Indiane 
In particular and tbe people of tbe world in general. Tbie ie in tbe nature of an 
oath that we mean to keep/* 

Pandit Kehru eald that tbe Conetituent AMcmbly bad been meeting for eome 
daye end bad ao fer been concerned with detatle of procedure and other formal 
bneineM. **We have been clearing the path that we propose to follow, end elraring 
tbe ground where pe pro|k>ee to erect the edifice of a conetitution. 

^'Before advancing we muei know where wc are going and ubat we intend 
bntldliig. In building, we muet note with care each brirk that we uve. But before 
thet, we muet have a plan of the etruoture that we wtNb to erret. We have hid 
varloue plana for a free India in our mtnda, but now it acenie neceeeary to place 
that plan in a formal and orderly manner before tbe people of India and pt the 
world.** 

It wae the aim of the reaolutlon that be waa placing before the Rouee to fulfil 
that need, Pandit Nehru continued. ^*You 1rnow that tbie Conetituent Aeeembly ia 
not wbat many of ua would have wiehed it to be. It waa born under appcial condi- 
tione and the Britieh Ooverument are alio reeponeible for ita birth. They have 
altaohed certain couditiona to it. We accepted the plan after eerioue deliberation 
nnd we ehall endravniir to remain within lie limits. You muet not, however, ignore 
the eonree from which tbie Aaiiembly deriwe ite atrengtb. Govern mente are not 
formed by etatemente. Governmente are. in fact, the rapreeeion of the will of the 
people* We have met here to-day because of the eupport of tbe people who are 
behind ue. We can only go ao fer as they will allow ue to and we mast not forget 
these fncts.** 

Bpeakiug la English, Pandit Nehrn imd : **TbiB resolution is not a part of tbe 
conetltntion that we are going to draw up and it must not b^ looked upon ae such. 
This Home bee perfect freedom to draw tip a conetitution and when others Join 
tbie Bouse, they will have perfect freedom too to faehion out that conetitution. 
Thie resolution etecre in between two extremee--»of saying too much end too little^ 
and leys down only certain fundamentsls which I believe no group, no party and 
hardly any individual in India ran dispute." 

<*l with to make it clear that eo far ae this resolution or dcclsratioii is concer- 
ned, It does not interfere in any way with any future work that this Constituent 
Assembly may do or with any future negotiations which it may undertake. Only 
In one eenae, if you like, does it limit our work, if you call that a limitation. T^t 
Is, we adhere to certain fuudsmental propositions which sre laid down in this 
deolaration and those fundsmentsl propositions, 1 do submit, are not controversial 
in any real sense of the word. Nobody chsllrnges them in India; nobody ought 
lo challenge Ihem. If anybody does challenge them, we accept that challenge and 
wa hold to our poaition." (Cbcere.) 

^^aklng with eome bitterness about his recent vist to England and its out- 
come Pandit Nehru eeid : "1 wae reluctant to go, for reasons that the House knows 
well, but I went because of a pereoiisl requeat from tbe Prime Rinieier of Great 
Britain. I went and I met with cuiirtesy everywhere end yet at this peycbological 
moment in India's history, when we wanted, when we hungered, for meaeagee of 
cheer, friendship aud eo-operaiion from all over the world, and more specially from 
Kugland, because of the pest contact and confliot between ua, onforiuuately, f came 
back without eny meeeage of cheer and with a large meaeure of diesppoiutmeiiC. 1 
hope thet the new difficulties thet have arisen— for new difficulties have aiieen, ae 
everyone knowe. beeanee of recent etaiement made by the Britieh Cabins t and otberi 
In authority there— 1 hope these will not come our way and we shall yetsueceed in 
going abeea with the eo-operation of all of uft here and tboee who have not 

IvniA’a PAsaioir for Fessoom 

**Nevettheleee, it bu been a blow to me, it bae hurt me, that Inai when we 
were going to etrlke ahead, obatruetione were placed in our way, new limitatieM 
were mentioned wbioh had not been mentioned previonsiy, new metbode Of proce- 
dure were tuggeeted. Now 1 do not wieb to oballcnge the bonafidee of any pereoo 
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M 1 An wUb to Mif tliii* Ihfti wluikm tht IcriJ upM of t lAiiiff miglil bi^ Umi 
wrn mimmU mhtn lav ia a Ictbla racd lo ttly upan^mwi apaeially vImw pm ha«l 
to 4aal oitb a aatioo videli ia fail of iha oaaaioa for (rtodom. MO«t of oa |pa 
dfltiM paH aiaof |W«» tor a gtaeraiion or mora, have ukan pari lo llMaG^ 

fujik for lodia'O fraadoar. Wa bava gooe ihtooah iha vallay ol iba abadov ooaa bt^ 
IM aod If oaeaaatiy aclaaa, oa ahall go Ibrough li again. (Obatra). Karaflbatani» 
tbfoogb all ibia loog period, va bara tbooghi of iba iima ohan oa aball bata an oppor* 
toaitf aoi aiaralj to alroggiar not oiaral j to daatroy but to oona ruai and oiaaia* Aa4 
ooo Ibal It appeared ibai iba Uma waa eomittg tor eooairociiva edbrl in a Ffeaa 
ladla* oa locmd foroacd lo li oiib Joj. And abao (raab diAauUiia ara i^aoad ia 
oar way ai aoab a momani li harta and it aboaa ibai obalafar iba loroto babliid 
all ibia nuy ba, people, oho aia abla aod clever and vary iotalligaiii, aomaboo lack 
Iba iai gioaUoo ohieh abould accompany groat uAoaa. For, if you bava to deal 
with any peopla, yoo haf« to ondaraUnd Umm imaginatlvaly* aototionaily and of 
oonraa Intallaetually. And one of iba unfortunate legaoiaa of Ibia paat baa baan 
that ihara baa baan no imaginatioo in ibe aadcfaundmg of the Indian pfoblaai. 

*'Paopla bava often indulged In and preaumeil lo give oa advioa not raalltlag 
Ibai India aa abe li eonatituud to*day, aaiita no one*« advlca and no ona'a Impocf 
lion tDaar, beat) aod ibai Iha only way to iuflueiiea India ia through frimHi* 
ablp, oo*operaiioo and ipodwili. Any el« neat of impoaiUoii, iba iligblani iraea ol 
paifOOitfa, It raceoi and will he ob}ieled to (Cheers). 

*'W< have iricd honeiUy t uougb in Urn ImI few mooibt In apita of didlooliiae 
ibai have faced ua to ereala an atnuapbera of co operallott. Wa jball aontione ibai 
endeavour, but 1 do very mncU fear tUat iImI aimoauhera wilt be Impairad if ibato 
ia not ittfRdienI raat>ooaa from iba oibem. Xaverihaleaa, becaoaa wa ara imni on 
high laaka, 1 do truac that wa ahall couiinua that tndcavour and I do bopa Ibai 
wa aball auooeed loo; 

*'Wa moat cooiinue that endeavour, rvtn though In our opinion aomtoonairy* 
mao of oora take a wrong path for after all. we have to live togaibar In ibia eoun* 
try, wa have to work together and wa have inevitably lo eo oiHi^ratd, if not l^af. 
than tomorrow or iba day after. Therefore oe have to avoid in tba praaani any* 
thing which may ereala a new difAculty for the faaliioniog of that fuiura wblab wa 
are working tor. 

far aa our own countryman ara concerned, we mnat Inevitably try our 
ntmoal to gain their oo-operalion in the largeai meaaure. Hut co-oparailon oannot, 
doea not and will not mean giving up of the fuiidameiital idaala on wbieb wa have 
alood and on whtoh tba nation ahonld aland (Hear. bear), liarauaa ibai ia not al^ 
onaraiioo to achieve aomcibing, but a aitrretider of everything that baa given maa* 
ning to onr livna. 

"Apart from that, aa I aaid, wc aeck the co*o|>arai|im of ICugland, even at Ibia 
alage. which ta full of euapicion of each otiiar. We feel that if that co*oparaiion la 
denied, may be, that will be luiurioua to India cerUinly to aome eiiant, but probably 
more ao to England and to aome eatent to the world at large. Wa live to-day la a 
period wbaii bavlog juat come out of a mighty war t>eopta talk vaguely and wildly 
of new ware to come. At eucb a moment ibia new India la taking birib, ranaaefab 
vitnif feariaaa. Perhapa it waa a auitable momrni for ibia new birth to taka pUaa 
out of iba turmoil of iba world. Hut wa have the clear-eya ai tbU moment, wo 
who bava the heavy teak of eootUtttUoa*building. Wa bava to think ol iha iraman* 
dame proapeoi of tba praaeot aod the greater proifiaei ol the fuiuta aod not gat loat 
in aaaking amall galua lor ibU group or that. 

**la thta ConaiUueni Aeaembly wa ara luooUonlng on a world ataga aod the 
tfoa of iba world ara upou ua, tba ayea of our enlira poet ara noon na, and 
Ikoagk iba futura ia atill unborn, iba tuiura too looka al oa. I would, thmton, 
kag of ibia Uooae to aonaklar tba raaoluUon lo tbia mighty proaparl ol our paai, of 
Ika turmoil of Iba praaaiii and ol ibia great unborn futura that awalia ut.*’ 


Mopaichy ip Ipdup @TATn 

Raiifripg to ladlno Blatca, Pandit RiArn eaid : **Home paapla bava polntad 
out to pm ibai tba aModoo of 'Republic* in the molation may eomewbat dtaptagia 
Iba Rolera of ladlaa Htataa. It ia poaalbla that tbIa word may dhtpleaea thank Bwl 
I want to amka It alemr that paraooally I do not baiieva in tba moaarabloal ayalim 
•ayvbm and ibnt in the worn lo*day, moaareby la a faat^diaappaefiog tealllotlM* 
Ntviffibclm it ia not a qoaaiioo of my peraoaal btlief in tbia maltar. 

nnid to tbo Bmiao onr viawt have bran for many ycara Arn of ill. Ibil 
Urn paopio of Ibma Stataa mnat aliafa eompletaly In tba fttfdom to aoM. ll li 
4S 
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oaiie loQODMiTAble lo me tbet there meet be dilTerent etenderde of or degroee of 
freedom ee between the people in the Stetee end the people oateide the Stetee, The 
Stelee will be perte of the Union. That ie n metier for tbie Honee to eoneider 
with repreeeotetiree of the Sietee end I hope in ell mettere releting to the Stelee, 
thle Honee will deel with reel repceeenietifee of the Sieiee. We ere perfectly will** 
Ingf I teke it, to deel In inch mettere ee eppertein to them with the Hnlere or 
their repreeentetiree eleo, but ftneily when we make e coneiitntion for Indie* it 
mnet be throngh the repreeentetWee of the people of the Statee ee of the real of 
Indie who ere preaent here (Oheera). 

**Whlle we may lay down or agree that the meaeure of freedom mnet be the eeme 
in the Stetee ee elaewhere. peraonally I ahould like e meeeare of nniformity In re- 
gard to the epparetue and micbinety of govern ment; neverthelcM, tbet ia e point 
to be coneidered in co-operation and oonaaltetion with the Stetea. 1 do not wiah, 1 
Imagine thia Conatituent Aaaembly will not like to Impose anything upon the Statee 
ageinat their will. If the people of e particular State deaire to have e certain form 
M edminiatration* even though it might bj monarchical, it in open to them to have 
it. The House will remember that even in the British Oommonwealth of Nations 
to-day, Eire ia a Republic end yet In many wave it ia a member of the British 
Oommonwealth, So it ia a conceivable thing. What will h^pen, I do not know.' Bat 
ttere ie no Incongruity or impoaaibility about, a certain different form of admioietra- 
tion in the Statea, provided there ia complete freedom and reeponaible Government 
there and the people really are in charge. If monarobical figureheada ere approved 
of by the people of a particular State, w tether I like it or not* I certainly would 
not like to interfere.*' 

Pandit Nehru began by saying that the Aaaembly had to pasa lie rules of pro- 
cedure. to elect commltteea and the like before it could proceed to ita real work--- 
embarging upon the "high adventure of giving ehape in the printed and written 
word to a nation'a dream and aspiration.** But even at thia stage it wae surely 
desirable that we. should give eome indication to ouraelvee, to iboae millions in thia 
country who were looking up to ua and the world at large, of what we aimed at, 
what we sought to achieve, whither we were going. *'lt ia with thia purpose that I 
have placed thie resolution before the House. It la something much more than a 
resolution : it is declaration; it ia a firm resolve; it ia a pledge and an undertaking 
and it Is for all of usy 1 hope, a dedication. 1 wish this House, if I may say so 
lespectfufly, to consider thia resolution not in a apirit of narrow legal wording, but 
to look at the spirit behind the resolution. Words are rosgie things often enough 
but even the magic of words sometimes cannot convey the magic of the human spi- 
rit end of a nation's epirit and so 1 cannot aay that this resolution at all conveys 
the passion that lies in the hearts and minds of the Indian people today. 

"It seeks very feebly to tell the world what we have sought and dreamed of 
for to long and what we now hope to achieve in the near future. It ia iu that 
apirit that 1 venture to place thia resolution before this House and it ie in that spi- 
tnat 1 trust the House will receive it and ultimately pass it. May 1 alto, with all 
reapeot* auggest to you and to the House that when the time comee for the passing 
of this resolution that may not be done in the formal way of raising of haoda but 
muob more solemnly by all of us standing up and thus taking this pledge 
anew? 

Mobmm Lbaoub'8 Abbbmob 

"'The House knows that there ere many absentees heie : many members who 
have a right to come here have not come. We regret that* becauee we 
ahould have liked to associate with ourselves as many representatives of as 
many different parte of India and na mnny different groups ae poeaible. We have 
undertaken a tremendous task and we seek the co-operation of all people in that 
talk baonuBS the future of India that we have envisaged ia not oonfinM to nny »oup, 
relhtioua* provinolal or other, but it oomprliea all the 400 million people of India 
and It ii with deep regret that we find tome benchea empty, eome eolleaguee, who 
might have bean here, abstnt. 1 do hope thet they will come end thie ^onee In Ita 
future sieges will have the benefit of the co-operation of all. 

"Meanwhile, there is a duty east upon us and that it to beer the absentees in 
mind to remember nlwaye that we are here not to function for one party or one 
group* but elwaye to think of Indie ae a whole, always to think of the welfere of 
ttm 400 miliiont that oompriie Indie. We are all in our respective epberee parly- 
men belonging to this group or that and presomably we shall eontinue to eel in 
our raapeotive partiee. Nevertheleea, timea eome when we have to riea above party and 
think of the nation* think lometimea of even the world nt large of which our nanon ie 
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•jBmt pMt. 1 tiiittk in tlie work of ihit Ooootitncoi Aittmbli liio Um IM omt 
ifM wt tbottSdi Id to for at wo ora eoiwb’o of il, rkw oboto oil our littlo ootYOO 
uA poitj diopntoo Olid ijblnk of ibe grool problon btforo no in tbo widcft^ monl 
tdliinot nod tbo moot tffteliro iBonnor to that wbottm we mny prodnoo will bo 
wortbi of I^io no o wbolo nnd iho world ibnll recogoiMi thoi wo boft fnoeUoood 

00 wo obonld boTO foncUoaod In Ihit high odfontore. 

TniBOTi TO GAnDaiJi 

**Tbtfo io nooUior pcnon wbo io obeeni btro and who maoi bo in tbo mlndi 
of flmny of no, oo ho io in my mind oo I eund boro lodty. ibo greni bwdor of one 
poopio. tbo foibor of onr notion (ebeoro), wbo boo been ibo orobiioet of Iblo 
Aooomblj nnd nil tbot boo gono boforo it nnd poooibli of nneb ibot will follow. 
Ho Io not boro beoonoo in pttiwoU of bU Ideolo bo Io eoooelcAolj working in o for 
oornof of liidlo. But I boro oo doubt tbot bio epirit bovoro orer uo ond bioioco onr 
ttodertnking (more oboore). 

**Ao I oinod bore, 1 fool the weight of oil montier of tbiogo erowding nroiind 
no. Wo oro ot the end of on ero ond iioofibiy rerj ooon wo eboll eniMrk on n 
now ogo. Uy mind goeo bock to ibo gnwt met of Indio to tbo 5.000 ytoro of 
Indio'o biiiory, to the rery down of bunion biotory. All ibU pool onbiiorotoo mo nod« 
ot tbo oome time, oomewbot opprooooo mr. Am 1 wortby of tbot pool t And lboo« 

1 tbtok oloo of tbo future, tbo grootor future 1 botw ond oundiog on tbio oword*o 
odge of tbo preoent between Uito migbty pott otid the mightior future, 1 otumblo n 
liiuo ond feel ororwbetmfd by tbio migbiy took. 

“Wo boro come here ot o ttrouge ntomeni in Indio'o hittory. 1 do fool tbnt 
Ihore io oomo mogic in thio momoat of tronottiim from thr old to the now, oomo* 
thing of tbot mogte tbot one oeeo when the night iiirof into doy ond oron though 
the doy moy bo o ctoudy one it io o doy oftor oil, oud tbo rlotido roll owny oud wo 
con too the sun loter on And bfcou«e ot oil ibto, I find o little dlfbeulty In 
oddreooing tbio Houoe ond putting oil my ideoo before it oud I feel oloo tbot In tbii 
long ouccceoion of thouoondo of yeoro I oee Ibo mighty figure# tbot boro oomo ond 

{ ton# ond 1 oee oloo thoi long iucectoion of our culteogueo oud romrodeo wbo boro 
obonrod for tbo freedom of ludio ond oro now no more 
OTUKB A8liIMIlI.lBH Hoc AM Jill 

Referring to tbo Urge number of omeudmento which hod been toblodi Pondlt 
Nehru urg^ tbot tbo Houoo obould not looe iloolf in wordy qiiorrrli ond oquobbloi. 
Poodit Nehru went on : **Bccouoc tbio Io o Oonotituent Aoeeroblyf 1 think oloo of the 
rorioiio Conitituent Aooemblieo that bore gone Iwfore of wbot took plaoo ot tbo 
making of the great Amerlcoo notion, whin the fothero of that notion mot and 
foibioned out o couotiiuticn which boo otood the leot of tbeoe many yeori«"moro 
than 0 century and a half— ond of the ^rmt notion which boo boeti buiK up on the 
boiio of that contiitution. And my mind goco bock to the mighty revolution wblnb 
took place oUo over IfX) yeoro ogo, ond to thot Conotituent Aooembly thoi mot In 
tbot grocioui ond lorety city of Porto which hoo fought oo many boPleo for freedom 
oud the difliculiioi thoi thot Corotitneol Aoiembly bod ; bow the Ktng ond other 
ontbority come in ito way ond otill it continued. The Houoo will remember tbot 
when wHt difficuitieo come oud even Icdglng ond a piece to meet were dcoM to 
tbot Conitituent Aoiembty, they betook tbemoelvei to ou o|i«n lonnio court and 
met there ond took the ooib which io colird the Uotb of the TennU Court, llioy 
cottlinued to wMl inepite of kingt ond in opiie of otlnro ^t^d did nut ditporoo Ult 
they hod flniibed the great took they hod undertoken. 1 tiuot thot It U io tbot 
oolemn iptrtt tbot wa too ore met here ond that we too wlulLcr we meet In tbit 
ebombtr or other cborntwro or in the field# or the moket place, eboll go on meeting 
gild continuing thU work till we complete it (l>oud cbeero). And then the more 
regent iteolution which gave rioe to a new tyi'e of Plate, the reToliiiion that took 
piMe In Ruoito ond out of which boo orioen the Union of Povtei Itoelotlet 
Republic#— another mighty country which io ploying a tremendouoport In the world* 
and not only a mighty country but for uo In Indio a ncigbbonr country. And to 
our mind %oif bock to all Ibete great cxompici ond we oeck to tforo from tbelr 
iueecioee ond to oroid tbelr failure#. Prrhtiw we m#y not be ebte to oil 

follorce betmuee eome meoiiirc of l•IIure I# inherent io bum#o eflfort. He?erlMeei| 
we eboll odTooce, I am eertoio, tod iotpite of obttruetiou and diflkolty oebltfi ood 
rcoliee Ibe dmm tbot we bore dreomt eo loog.** 

•^Pmruai Govt. iiu»t oo DowacmATio” ^ 

Reierriog to the cspreioioo ^'todependent eofcrelgo Rtpoblie Io the reaololioft, 
Foodit Ne^o eoid ; will oot go loto the orgomc ot about mooareby aod lb# futt 
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But obflotttljr wd teDQOi produce • nKMierehf for Indie out of notlkiog. It le not 
tbere. If It ic to be in Indr^pendcnt end eoten^n Btete we ere not going lo lie?e 
eiteroel m'wercbiei. It »oit ineriteblf be e Repnblte.** 

Some friende bed eeked him why he bed not put in the word **demoeietie.** 
Bli reply wee, *<lt ie eoncelreble of courie, thet e uepublic mey not be demoeteUo, 
but ell our pest is witoesa to the feet thet wc stend for democretie institutions. 
Obviously we ere eiming et demoereey end nothing leas then demoereey. ¥niet 
form of demoereey, whet shepe it might teke, is enother metier. Demoortcies ol 
tike present dey» many of them in Western Europe, end elsewhere heve idnyed e 
greet pert in the world's progress. Yet it mey be doubtful if those demoeraeiee 
may not have to extend their content, change their shepe somewhat before long, 
if ikvf have to remain completely democratic. 

^We ere not going just to copy. 1 hope e certain demooretio procedure or 
ioititution of so-cellcd democratic countriee. We may improve upon it. In any 
event whatever system of Government we mey c steblish here must fit in with the 
temper of our people end be acceptable to them. We stend for demoereey. It 
will be for this Honse to determine whet shape we shall give to thet democracy-— 
the fullest democracy 1 hope. The House will notice thet in this resolution, al- 
though we have not used the word 'democretio'- because we thought thet it was 
obvious thet a Republic oonteiua thet word end we did not went to uee uunece- 
teerf end redundant word«-^we have done something much more then nee the 
word We have given the content of democracy in tnis resolution, and not only 
the content of democracy, but the content, if 1 may say so, of economic democracy. 
Others may teke objection to this resolntioti on the ground thet we have not 
said that it should be a Bocialist Rcj>ublic. I stand for fc^oeiaJism end I hope 
India will stand for Hooialism and that India will go towards the constitution of 
a Bocialist State and I do believe that the whole world will have to go that way. 
The form ol Socialism again is another matter for yonr contideratmn. Bat the 
thing is that in such a resolution if in accordance with my own dc8>re I do put 
la tuat we want a Socialist State, we put in something which may be agreeaole 
to many and may not be agreeable to some and we wanted this resolution not to 
be controversial in regard to such matters. 1 herefore, wc have laid down, not 
theoretical words and formulae, but rather ihe content of the thing we desire." 

‘*We are going to make a constitution for India and it is obvious that what 
we are going to do in India will have a powerful effect on the rest of the world. 
Even to-day on the verge of freedom as we are India has begun to play an im- 

S ^rtant part in world affairs. That part will grow and therefore, it is right that 
e framers of our constitution should always Dear this larger international aspect 
too in mind. We approach the world in a friendly way. We want to make fri- 
ends with all countries. We want to make friends, in spite of the long history of 
conflict in the past with England also." 

Mb. Purushottam Dab Tandon'b Appeal 

Beoonditig the resslution, Baba Furahottamdas Tandon said : To-day's 
session of the C?onBtituciit Assembly is a historical occasion. Such a meeting has 
been convened after much struggle and sacrifice on our part. It brings to our 
mind the assembhes held in ancient times in India under Asoka when the pandits 
met to discuss important affairs of the country, 'ihis Constituent Assembly will 
be remembered with those others which have met to frame* the constitutions of 
other free nations. Wo have to live as part of the world and not in isolation.'* 

The underlying theme of the resolution, Mr. Tandon continued, was equality. 
The different units of the country had been given autonomy and the resolution 
added that India should hojrevcr, remain one with lull sovereignty. There were 
amendments to the resolution asking for a postponement of its consideration un- 
til aueh time as the Muslim League came into the Assembly. He said that he too 
waa one of thoee who wanted the League to co-operate wiih them in their work. 
But there was such a thing as a suitable occasion. There was no certainty as to 
when the League would come in and the Assembly could not disijeise merely 
aft^ having appointed a Procedure Committee. In that cast there would be no 
point in thmr coming together. 

While he was opposed to any postponement of consideration of the reaolatioa 
care should be taken and the fMct had been taken to do nothing that would hnrt 
the Muslim League. The resolution had stated that residuary rowers shonld vest 
in the mvineos. Me personally waa o|q)Osed to this, in view of recent distnrban- 
ees, in Bmigal and other areas, but he would not raise any objection fev |wo 
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ftrti of all in order not to offend the Leni;tte, and aoeondlj beeeaai IlM 

SiaMaenl of May 10 whieh wu the foandatlon of the Oonatitneat Aeeenthly aald 
yuH the rceidnarj powert ehould go to the Prorlneca. 

Oppoalna the amendmonti that eonght to add to or eubeiitute oerUin paeeaffei 
in the texi of the reeoluUoo* Mr. Tendon eeid that the riaedntion had been drawn 
np in terms as oomprehcosive as poaaibte aittiont makinii; it too deuilrd or enm* 
bmome. The anbititution of ''working uroide*' for ‘people* made the raolotion 
narrower for it waa meant to apply to all the people aud not to any partioato 
aeetion of them. 

Boferrlng to the latest apoeeh of !$tr :!fUfford Cripps. Mr. Tandoa waa sorry 
to say that though s^ir Buffora profemrd to b« lp India bis real aim waa to erect 
road mocks in the way of the Aasembly. **Sir htafibrd keeps harping on the 
theme of oor differrnece forgetting that alP‘r alt those differenors are only a British 
creation. We hare now to un^lcratand the British game. Those who at preaeni 
are playing to their tnne are our broth r« and we cirtainly dewire their co-opera* 
tion but In order to hate them on our sid % nonot sacriftee those basic piin* 
ciples to which we hate been wcddi^d ttU now and whi «h go U> make a nation.** 
Mr. Tendon had ho|)ed that with the coming of the Labour party into power 
the British Ooternment would reterse ics previous |«o)icy of dittdc and rule but 
he wee diaappointeii to see ihst some of ttic recent statements aimed only at 
oreatiim a breach among the people of India. 

lie admitted that the t'ongress had come inU» the AMcmbly by aecepUng the 
Cabinet Mission's propossls but wsnted io point out thst Constituent AsarmbHea 
after meeting in one particular way may doiudc to adopt an altogether diflerent 


course. 

Dr. Rnjendrti Pmstad, rriwideiit, said that forty amendments had been moeired 
and that the time (or the amendments was now passinl. Ho then sd)otimcd the 
House till Monday. 

Dr. J,\yakah*s !iirn»TiTnrK liKHOLmoa 
Forty amendments tsl)U*d to-day pro)>osed dmstie changes and even wholesale 
•ubatitutlon of Pandit Nehru's rcsohition on the dtviaration of objectirea to be 
dtaeutaed by the Conatitucot Ats«*iitbty on Friday. One of the two suhslilute 
resolutions was in the i sme of Mr. tVomnul/i Ln/iiri. the Communist member and 
ran to 1,500 words. Dr. M, /». Jnyakar beaded the list witli the o»ber siibatitutc 
resolution which is a brief une amt reads : 


'*Tbts AsSi-mid) dreUnw iu (Inn and aoh niii resolve ^bst the constitution to 
be pret)sred by this Assembly fur the future govcrnsticc of India shall be for a 
free and d<iuooratii! sovt«reigii Stale; but with a virw to securing, in the shaping 
of auch a coiistitut on, the co upi'ratiuii ul the Muslim league and the Indian 
States, and thereby intensifying the firmmms of this rrsolvc, this Ascrinbly post* 
pones the further consideration i f this question to a later daW» to enable the 
representatives of these two bodji.w to participate, if tbi^y so choose, iu the delibe- 
rations of this Assembly." 

Cc>.MMrKtf»T Amkwpukwt 

Mr, Lahirt*$ substitute resolution dfcluris India to l>r an iiidcficudctit eottn* 
try and cal-a upon the Indian uicmbers ol the Ititiriin (iowrumeiit, "who, as 
nominees of the two ,. aiii iiO|}ulsr parties and of the minorilicHi, (ogrther enf^y 
the support of the overwhelming mtiiority of < ur p«ople, to act as the Free Trovi* 
sional Govcnimenl of India uiui to fnnctioit hinctforih in the name of the Indian 
|H'Oi le and not as hitherto in the name oi the British King Kinperor. ' 

The nsvluiion calls u|)on the rrovisional itoventiiK ut to take sUjni inter ci/tn 
to effect Uie withdrawal of all British troops from India and the witlidrawal ol 
Indian troops from oulsido India and take over all banks, Industrial and trans- 
port COII04TII8, plantstious, mint a, etc , owned by British capital and iiattonaliac 
them. The Oovcmiikiit is asked to |MiiS legisIsUou to enforce a mitiimutu living 
wage, recognise trade unions and |a-iialise ddauliing capitalists. iVopJe arc esllsd 
upon to be vigilant and re|»ort acta oi InUausigi nee and aabotage canted out by 
biirraocra(a*afid officials in the interest of their former master so that auch easca 
are apeedily esposed and the culprits punished. 

In oruir to resolve C^ongress-Ijesgue differences, the lesolution suggeats, 6ml 
the aetting up of a Boundary Commiaaion to redemarcaic eaiatUig provlticra sod 
blstea into linguiatically and culturally homogeneoui units, aud aeeood, plrd^iaello 
of Um eatirs adult popolattou of each such unit to determine whether ibn will 
Joia the lodiao Uiiion or form a separate Htate. The reaolotlon asks for the lo^ 
tobl iihmmtt ia ladiaa Btatea of popular interim GovsmmeaU whieh should tall a 
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CoAitiiuent Aitembly which io turn# ahoold fleet ddegatei to the AU-Indle Cod* 
•titneiit Aesembly. 

Smaller amendmenU loelnde two hy Mi. Shihban Lat Saksena (Leftist from 
U. P«)f who oppoaea the f eating of reaiduary powera in the nnita and adroeatea a 
deelaration that the power and authority of the State are derired from the work- 
ing people. 

Mr. Ram Narayan Singh aaka for the addition of a clauae to declare nnlaw- 
ittl all formationa or organiaationa of partiea and cliquesf open or aecret» on the 
baaia of any ideology, rdigion or otherwiac, for election, adminii>tratioo or any 
other pnrpoae. 

Mr. C* E. OibboHj Anglo-Indian member from the Punjab, demanda freedom 
for propagation of religion. 

Mr* Batya Ranjan Bakthi wanta the aafeguarding of liberty of peraon and im- 
munity from arreat without warrant and detention without trial. 

Mr. Viahwambhar Bayal Tripati^ who aponsora more amendmenta than any 
other member, faroura an explicit declaration that the Constituent Aaaembly ia a 
aovereign conatitution* making body deriving power from the people. He aaka 
that India be proclaimed aa an independent aovereign Socialist republic, as agf inat 
the independent sovereign republic envisaged in the original resolution. 

Sixth day— New Delhi— 16th. December 1946 

l)r. M. R. Jayakar, in the Assembly to-day, sought postponement of the **De- 
olaration of Objectives" to a later date, so aa to enable representatives of the 
Muslim League and of the Indian States to consider Pandit Nehru's resolution. 
Dr Jayakars resolution, moved in the form of an amendment to Pandit Nehru's 
resolution, stated : 

^Ihis Assembly declares its firm and solemn resolve that the cODStitutiou to 
be prepared by this Assembly for the future governance of India shall be for a 
free and democratic sovereign State ; but with a view to securing, in the shaping 
of sueh a constitution, the co-operation of the Muslim League and the Indian 
Slates, and thereby intensifying the firmness of this resolve, this Assembly post- 
pones the further consideration of this question to a later (late, to enable the re- 
preseutaiivcs .ol these two bodies to participate, if they so choose, in the delibera- 
tion of this Assembly." 

Dr. Jayakar said that his purpose in moving his amendment was to save the 
work of the Assembly from frustration. He wan anxious that the work of the 
Assembly should not be made infrnctuous by their neglecting one or tso difficul- 
ties which lay in their way. 

Dr. Jayakar contended that at thin stage, in titis preliminary meeting of the 
Constituent Assembly, no question like laying down the fundamentalii of the 
constitution could be considered That the resolution was intended to lay down 
the fundamentals of the constitution even Tandii Nehru bad admitted with his 
usual frankness. Even a cursory view of the resolution would reveal to them that 
a few things mentioned in the resolution were fundamentals of the constitution, 
for example, mention of a Republic, Union, present boundaries, residuary powers 
being derived from the people, minority rights, etc. 

Within the Hmi s of the Cabinet Mission's statement, the Assembly had no 
power to lay down any fundamentals, however sketchy tbev might be, of the con- 
stitution at this stage. That must wait lill the stage at which the ktatea and the 
Muslim League would be present. 

^We arc no doubt a sovereign body," said Dr. Jayakar, '^but we are sovereign 
within the limitations of the paper by shich wc are created. We cannot ao out- 
side those liiuitstiouB expect by agreement and the two parties (States and League) 
being absent, no agreement^leau be thought of. If the idea of some people is to 
ignofe those limitatioua altogether, and turn this Constituent Assembly into a 
fotee for gaining political poser, irrespective of the limitation of this paper to 
seize power and thereby create a revolution in the country, that is outside the 
present plan and 1 have nothing to say about it But as the Congress has accep- 
ts' this paper in iU entirety, it ia bound by the limitations of that paper." 

Mr. Atron Shankar Roy : 1 hie is a point of order and should be disposed 
of first 

Pnaidmt : He i« not rniting • point of order •• far u I understand. 

Dr. Pattabki Sitaramapya : Tbia ia a motion for postponement of considera* 
tion of this subjeet and sbonid be viewed ss such. 

PrendcNt : 1 do not think it i, n motion of adjournment either. He wanta 
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Ite WMtaUoa to be b« dian^ bat he ptaeei before Ihe Hooee hii owa Mint of 
eiejr vito regonl to the adeiaabUity or otoerwiae of eootideriag it at thia atom 
and to doiiig oo he potota oat there ate oenaia legal dUBeultieo alao to tSe 
wmj. 

Mr. K* 8{intanam said Ui»l if Dr. Jnyfikar** arKumeat was oorreet^ Ihe finU 
•enleaoe of hti owo reeolution wat oui of onlfr. 

Dr. Jasfakar : I have ao objeetion, if that ia the (H^nae of the Houae* to de* 
letiag thal part of my molioo, if the rematnitit; part ia allowed to ataad. Kvea 
if yoo treat it aa a motion for adjoarnmeot, 1 can move it More other amend* 
menta are eonaidcred. 

Pr§9itUnt ; If Dr. Ja^akar'a kgal aritument ia correct* then Uie rvaoluUoii 
mored b| Pandit Nehru it out of order and thia point ahoiiid havt* been rala^ 
at the time when the rcaolulion waa moved. At thia itago 1 do not think that a 
point of order can be ratted. Therefore, we have to lake both the amcndmrtita 
and the reaolutton aa being in order and procc^tni with the tii»cttaaion. 

The Indian Ht«tet, aaid Dr. Japaker, won* abaent for no fault of iheire» be* 
cauae in terma of the Whtu* Pa]ier they could not be present at thia atafce. Aa 
regarda the Mualini League the itoaitiou waa rather dimcult and, he thought, renr 
grave too The lA*aguc nad obtained Uiree or four imporUiitl rotieraaiona* lie 
underatood that the queation of interpreUtiou alniut Droupitig and fe^vltona waa 
going to be referred to the Federal C'ourt but ii waa clear that they could not 

S to the Ft^tral Court on the laat ixiint made by the Mualim licagite, namely, 
at if a large aeciioti of people waa not repreaenU'd at th«« conadluiion- making 
body. Hie Majcaty'a (ioveriiineut would not be willing to force auch a conatitution 
UMn unwilling parta of the country. It waa a queation of inicrpretadon but an 
additional ixiitit which had bt^n given to the Mualtrn fjcague hv way of addition 
to the iftat^ment of .May IG. *lt la a aubatanlive p^int, which baa been conceded 
to the MuaUin League contrary to what Mr. AttlcM*. Prime Miiiiater, on March l!V 
thia year in ihe liouae of t'<numnna aaid in ao many worda that Hia Ma^ty*a 
ffivcrnment ahall give all proP*ction to minority righta, but no minority will ha 
allowed to veto the prrigreaa of the majority ** 

Sardar yaltahHhhai Pattil : May 1 know whether Dr. Jayakar ia interpreting 
here ihe |X)1icy of Hia Majeaty'a (^jverti merit? All iheac coriceaaiotia which he ia 
referring to are in addition to or over and above the White Paficr atalcmeoi. Wc 
have not accef>icd them and thia Houac ia not going to accept any addiiiona, 

Dr. Jayaknr aaid that he waa not aaking Sardar Patel to accept any additi- 
on. He waa miiiiting out the dtflieultiea in the way. If Sardar Patrl Uiougbt 
thia waa an adddion which they ought to rrp^ct lie (Dr. Jayakar) bad heard no- 
thing to that cITvct eo far. If the Aaaemhly proiM)a<Hl to tto thal, ii waa welcome 
to t»e that eotirHf' but at pnweiit he waa iierfeclv rniiited to i*ay that thia waa a 
point which the Mualim Linigue had gaimHi in aifditioii to the May iG document 
and thia point raie<*d a diffiruhy. 

What would hapfVM) if w community hk-i tlie Miialtm community waa not 
reprtwenied at ihe c.onatitution- making? Sir ^taflford ('rip|># had interpreted the 
phraae ^unwilling parta of the country** to mean auoh pane of India where Mtw 
itm arc in a majority. The ifTecl of thia iiiterprotalion would he that a conatitu* 
tiOn framed by the Oouatitucat Aaacmbly iu the abacrice of the Mualim Ciimmuni- 
ty would not i>e forced on ih'aK* parta of the country. Whethfir any other 
community could take advantage of Sir Stafford Crimm’ dictum, Dr. .layakar did 
not know. That waa a matter for interprctaiioii. Thia particular addition had 
been hailed in KtigUiid by certain acciiona. Mr. Churohill called It *an tm|Jortani 
milestone in the long journey." Whether thia waa an important mtlcatone or a 
moat dubtoua mtlcatone, they were not coneenied with, but Ihe fact was that the 
Muslims had this right at the preaciit moment. 

If they ehoae to remain absent from the Asacmbly'a didibcraii^ma, whatever 
the leaaoo, whatever constitution the Assembly might frame in their abacnoe could 
perhaps be hindiug upon Section A, but it waa very doubtful whether it would 
bind mtion B and G aod the result would be that you accept the reaolntion 
KHlay in the abeence of ihe Muslim Loigue and Indian Statisa, that ta not binding 
on the Mnalim Leagne at all" Thai raised the queetiaii whether it woo'd not be 
wise, merely as a means of saving the Aeaembly'e trouble and labour, to poetpone 
the lesoIathMi to a future date. It was, to fmt it at the least, a saving of labour. 
Bat it waa something more than that ; there were points in the reaotniloa In 
whieh the States and the Mnalims were moat intimately eonoecaed. The reioln* 


•44 THE INDIAN C0N8TITDBNT A88BHBLT C DB«- 

tfam Mtfln of • Bepubtlo. He penonally bed ijo ol^eeUoii to that ezpMwioB, 
but eSdoly the Stetee were ^titled to «preM toeir *»*••,. . . 

If tha iloeUai Lmeiu did not come in, the StoM would no^me in. 
wMAiidi it nerfeeilr^cAT inoro thAn onco ADd in tii® Houifi of Gosunoni dobnic 
ffiritofuTBSlTiiSld .« d»l rtlh Ihe OoMlIwal 1«— 

“,“r “KiesiS ”RJ5^ A.to. i. n,-^ a . BM, iig. 

•Bd no Bute repreeenUtiTe hu yet eUted thet if the Leegne le not piceent, the 

lumeuting whet 

“ 10 *^ uTwi. mMeirSM oLnion. debuto-thet 
if yJlIugSffl «>t “me in, Uic SUtee would not come in. The *eeult mteht 
K.^t1hiM be enoiher Constituent AMcmbly-wMr. J'®”**, 

*ho mirooee of ftsmlngs constitution for tJcctions B und C end s third Mnstitu- 
th® fldakPa He dlfl not want to express Any opinion on whether the 

wSdns mdlrthS’of Ue Web and the H&dus of Bengal and .^ssam could Uke 
^«niue of the dictum (that ^ would not be forced on unwilling 

*^I2I*o?the country' which had now been interpreted only in r^rence to the 

fcslims. iMteed orhavJng^onem 

constitution Md a Kajastan constitution also. Your Union at the centre will go ; 

‘‘ “^Tn^^tUcM^ias orovUion fora Union Centre, even if i» *•• •« 
ama And Avere e£rt ought to be made to retain it. He urged that 
i**®5”*‘NA?S“s n“i?ory^Uued cndwvon to secure the co-opcration of M 

K.rAsr trsS“i"toVX’”£ 

ra hiAr.Wd.*.«.r“: 

January l». By thottiw object to; it is a 

question of doing any Ut^ wmen during the deliberations, to save the 

question of mving them Ue rmw woe Jeopardy, made 

work of this Muaiim League docs not come in by January 20. do what 

“mHw a^ffrom hc«®i‘s"lorking that sqliU^ figure whose sl^ 

Mil® Mahatma. Alone* stinted in sleep* stinted in foods stinted in 

J? »i!®K«utKinetowta over the Muslim community by an extra dose of co- 
hoalths he is trying w wo follow his example here? Dr. Jayakar 

‘i'avakw said ^t^^f they passed the resolution at *‘f8«i i* would be 
Kmitore^ disaslroGe and dangerous- and would lead them into 
troub^’ I^. Jayakar was cheered at the end of his speech. 

giB H. 8. Goua’a Ambhdmbst 


!•* by btr wart w ^ amendment the pa^e 


and the minorities 

S*,»iUd 

B*** ®'J!vMiSt!on of the resolution to an indeterminate period was in 

SS 5 X!w!^' 2 i? *SLidmenV>hiohreaUy sought to ame^^ original 

***”*?!’ ruled thut Sir Singh Court *“ 

ut. Mjenara ^ T*--var*a rmolutloD and heoee was out of order. 
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daeto* iBdU a Bepublie, aad •eeoadlj’, it ealicd upon Ute latarim OomamMit lo 
•c( to % pttrticttlftr wtjfp 

Mr. LahM that Dr. Jayakar't ratwUtnta nMotuiion, which wanted 

a fMiat|KMiem«nt of the dteeimion wae in tact a kind of action. If ao, hia aabaii* 
tutc reaolattoa alao aaggrated a cerwin coutac of action aad hence waa in order 
He r.ealled a rating giw b;r Dr. Rairiidra l‘raaad aa Coogitaa Preahleot ol the 
A.I. C. O. meetinjc w^eti Fftndit jAWAharUl .Nehru rooTed • r««oluUcHi oq Indit 
ftnd the wer ena Mr. LAhiri wes permittcU to moTc an emendment tufiiseeUiuE e 
eeriain eourte ol itriioo to be taken. 

i>r. Rajendra Pra$<id remarked that hta nilioj; ctaewherc could not be a prtt- 
oedcot here. 


Hai Bahadur S^ama Sandun Saho^ mottni two umeodmetiU. .The firat aaked 
taler alia lor the ee^abliahmrnt of an indeiH^iuleot aovereiitn Hepubltc of India 
*«withiii the ahorteat tosaibie lime**. By ihe awond amendment Mr. Hahay wattled 
to delete the reference to :r>tatef) in Ti^\>evi of dt riraiiou of power and aiidiorily 
from the (people. Mr. ^ahay amid that it had btvu argued uy aome MinUtera to 
Btat a vhai ao far aa Uie were coiicerned |K»wcr waa derited (ri»m their rea- 

peetiee aorereigna and no? from the |>eop|e. Thia waa a matter on which there 
could be honeat difr«*rtnce <«£ opinion and it would not be proper for the Oooalii- 
ucot Aaacmbly to paaa the r> oiutioti aa it atood. 


Bill A R Puiumiku'm t? rpiH>Kr ix» KKsot.uriciN 
Mr. Sri Krishna Stnh tVmn^r of Hihar, aup|Hirting th<« original reaoUttton 
moved by Paiidt'^ JawuUarlal Nehru, deplored that it waa unfortunate that a rtaio- 
lution of each a aacftxl nature ahould have btHUi iulipyt^Hi to amendnienta. 
purp >aely call it aatured,'* ihe Bihar i*remier aaid, ^‘bt^auae by that nwoUilUin an 
aitem^H if made to giv* expreAaion to the aapirattoii to l>e free, 

which haa moved thia vaat eoatiuent fut ao many yeara. It uivee a 

picture of the viaion of tuiurc India After untold auiferiiigai 
aaerilivC, reaolutioiia ami blood-batha, the principle had l»eeji eatabliah«^d in many 
parta of the world that political power waa derived from thi^ people. And it waa 
to eatabliah and achieve thia right that we in India had b^^n fighting agaitiat 
Brttlah Impcrialiam/* 

Mr. ^ri Kriahna Sinha addc<i ; ‘*1 have boc^ri in a fjoaitiofi from where 1 can 
form tuy owti opinion aa to whether there ia any aincerity b •hind Uiia talk of a 
peaceful tranafer of |Hiwcr. We are aFat*mblcd here to day bi^uae we have suc- 
ceeded in compclliiig tlioac who still look up and atilt entertain the dream 
to govern India under the Act of lliii'i ** 

Ueferring to Dr. dayakar'n amcndmeiit. t^ri Krtahnn Hinha iliooght that the 
House did not require a e|Hvx‘li from Dr. .layakar dealing with the diftUmltioa. 
The Aaaembty knea the ditUcultica and if he utidcralood Dr. .layakar aright, ho 
(Dr. Jayakar) did not give them a eounacl oi d-wpair. but was ready to a«k them 
to go ahead if their friends in the Mualiin I^itaguc waa obdurate enough not to 
come. Pandit .lawaharlal Nehru had made it elt«ar how atitmua they were all to 
a e the Muslim League OiTUpy iia rightful place in the (Snatititctit Aaacmbly. But 
he failed to uruicratMiid how thia particular rcaolution could auiid in thu way of 
the lieague coming A i ih*^ Aaacmbly at a future ilap*. U they ha4l imdcraiood ih« 
Htaio Paper vornx'tly, it was that the future of India waa to he a untied India 
and the future India might alao <lccidc to stay out of the Uriltab Dommonwaalth 
if the people ao decided. 

From the pronouiiccrocnla made by Mualim U^agiie leaderii every l>ody eouhl 
come to the cuiicluaiuu that the licaguc alao aUMnl for a free and independent India. 
Ill such an India (>owcr ahould real with the faoplc inhabitiDg thia country. *'Otir 
taaki" Mr Sinha aaid, 'da tacred and arduous. It it arduous not mily l»<>rauaii 
of the difficultiea pointed out by Dr. .layakar, but alao because of the attitude of 
Brttiah atateamen. From my ixfraonal espertenee aa an admin iatrator* I do not 
fed encouraged ^n the belief that Briitahers have made up their mind for a peace* 
ful transfer of power to the people of India.** 

Mr. Binha criticised Mr. Cborebili*a lefercnoe to Bihar riota in the Oofnmofia 
debate and aaid : *The Bihar Government did not bcaitatc for one aingla motneai 
in nalng force and need whatever force it bad. It gave proteelton to iakha of Mat* 
lima in the Province/' 

••The Bihar Govern ment ia a proud Government,*' Mr. Binha added. **It la 
not goiiki to have dictaliODa from toe Governmeot of India ao long aa it ia conati* 
mted wnder the l0i5 Act, even tboogh that Government may have men like 
Pandit Nekni, who ia our leader and a source of ioapimtioo. 1 may tell Mr. 
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Ohiuehill that daring the fateful tour of the piorince, Pundit Nribrn gaTe a bit 
of hie mind to the people.* In epite of the Mwer he poMeeeed, he (ifir. Sinha) 
would not hare been able to eave the livee of Muslime in the prorinoe but for the 
pieienee of Pandit Ndirui Dr. Bajendra Prasad and a rision of Mahatma Chindhi 
djing because Bihar had gone mad, 

told the greatest official in this country," the Bihar Premier said, **that 
he could not hare restored order in the short period in which the Congress Qot* 
emment in Bihar did it**' 

including. Mr. ^ha said that in spite of the difficulties referred to by Dr. 
Jayakar, the Assembly must go on with the task set before it and make India 
independent* The Assembly then adjourned. 

Seventh De]r->New Delhi — 1 7th December 1946 

Blr. M. R, Afaaani, speaking as *‘an Indian first and last and as a **Demo- 
cratic .Socialist*', supported the resolution to-day. '^No nation", said Mr. Masani, ‘‘can 
tolerate the ezistenca ol perpetual or permanent minorities. Either that nation 
absorbs all the minorities or in the coarse of time, it breaks up. Therefore, while 
I welcome the clause in this resolution which promises adequate safeguards for 
the minorities, I would say that ultimately no legal safeguard can protect small 
minorities from the overwhelming domifiation of big masses unless on both 
sides an effort is made to get closer and become one corporate, homogeneous nation. 
That process has been shown to us in the United States, where peoples of different 
racial strains have come together and with one unfortunate exception have been 
absorbed in the common nation." 

The resolution, in his view, clearly rejected the present social structure. There 
could be no other meaning to Clause v of the XiSolution, which referred to justice 
—social, economic and political. As he understood the resolution, it would not 
tolerate the gross inequalities which existed In our country ; it would not tolerate 
the exploitation of the fruits of a man's labour by some body else. It certainly 
meant that every one who toiled for the common good would get his fair share of the 
fruits of his labour. '*lt also means that the people of this country will get, so far 
as the constitution can endow them with social security and the nght to work or 
maintenance by the community. The resolution also provided for equality of 
opportunity. Equality of opportunity presupposes equal facilities for edocation, 
for the development of the talent, that is latent in each one of us." 

It was fashionable in our times to argue that social or ccanomic changes could 
not be brought about unless individual liberty and democracy were first destroyed. 
Pandit Nehru's resolution if he read it aright was a refutation of that thesis. It 
envisaged far-reaching social changes— social justice in the fullest sense— but at the 
same time, it worked for those changes through political democracy and individual 
liberty. The resolution pointed the direction to a constitution, where the people 
would be in the centre and the development of the individual personality would 
be the main aim of our social good. 

Mr. fSrank Anthony^ the Anglo-Indian leader, supported Mr. Jayakar's amend- 
ment He appreciated the solemn character of the main resolution, and he was 
not going to support the amendment arguing in its favour technical or legal 
reasons. He realised the fact that the first part of the main resolution affirming 
solemn resolve to proclaim an independent sovereign Republic was an article ot 
faith with tlie Oongress. It represented the supreme objective for which they had 
fought so long and so arduously and no one could or should and no one would 
dare to oppose them. From a constitutional point of view, Mr. Anthony thought 
that Dr. Jayakar's amendment and the original resolution in regard to the funda- 
mental obfectives of the constitution, namely* **it should be a free and demo- 
cratic sovereiga State" was identical. What Dr. Jayakar's amendment had asked 
them was to defer a declaration on the remaining parts of the main resolution in 
rmrd to Indian States, Provinces and its powtrs and functions. This, Mr. Anthony 
bmieved, was because the resolution might expijse them to the charge, however 
baaeleaa it waa, that they prejudged matters on which decisions should be made 
after they had been fully canvassed and discussed in the Assembly. <*I belii ve". 
BIr. Anthony said, *‘that this amendment ought to be adopted because it is dicsted 
by humility and considerations of statesmanship snd by the desire of every one of 
us to get the greatest measure of goodwill between two major pariiea to see the 
counted of ours to be strengthened and free." 

D&. MbOEBBBJBg Opposbb Aiibnoiibmt 

Dr* Shyama Prasad Mookharjes, opposing Dr, Jayakar's amendment, said its 
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golftg lo iCMpi If itm ittUrpretotion gfrea by Hit Meicttj’i OovcRi«ieiit it not 
•oetpltd nnd if Uit Orogreit oontidora tbt Inttrpretttioo pat by ittelf It comet 
tlito n oritli nty come. Tbtt, lio«eftr« it n qaettion which htt to be deeidcdi 
epert from n diccaicioo on (hit rctoltttlon. Bat the greeter the delay io deciding 
inti qoeelion. (ht greeter will bt the aareellty of the proceedingt of tble Honee. 
After Ihet qaettion it deeidedi •uppotlog H. M. 0.*c inlerpretetioo it tecepted, whe- 
ther on reference to the Federel Goart or not, we ahell go on with oar work. The 

Mtttllm Ltegtte mey come or mey not come. Eren Q it doet not come# we matt 

proceed with the baeinett of the Oonetitueot Aeeembly.'* 

Making e farther rrferenoe to the erteic that he vitatlieed, Pr. Mookbeyjee 
ttid thet if Indie wet to be free* it wonid be not by conatitotionel meant* in Tiew 
of the defelopmente of the latt few wceka. The ngenoy thonld be the Conetituent 
Attembly. **if oltimtteiy de have to function, we aball function on our owu ret- 
ponalbility and prepare a conetitution which wc ahiill be able to place before the bar 
of world opinion and demon atrate that we here treated the people of India, incin- 
ding the minoritlei* in a Juat and equitable manner. 

'*If we take courage and frame a conetitutiou juet and iquitable to all, then we 

•hall be able to declare thia Oonatitnent Aaaembiy the firat Paiiiament of the free 

•orereign and independeut Indian Bepubiio. able to form our own National Gor- 
emmeut and enforce onr decision on the people of tint land. Our aanction is not 
the Britlah people or the British Government, our aanction is the people of India.** 
TilkiDg about miooritiet, it bad been auggeated that the Mualim l^eague re- 
preaaiitad the only minority in India. That waa not to. The Hindu alto conatit- 
ixUd a minority in at leaat four Prorincea in India. If minority rigbta bad io be 

E roleeted, aueb protection should be extended to every minority which might vary 
om Province to Province, 

Dr. Mookherjee con tested Lord Himon'a atatement yesterday that the Conatit- 
ueut Aeaembly conaiated of Oaate-Uindua. tio many falae atatemeuia had bten made 
that it was difficult to count or counteract them. Thia waa one. Actually in the 
Aaocmbly were repreaented at leaat one . Muslim Province, also the Province of 
Aeiam. which wac supposed to be part and parcel of the Mualim majority ana; 
the Scheduled Oaatee, Including Dr. Ambedkar, Kiikhs, Anglo-Indians, Indian Chri- 
stiana, Faraia and Adibaaia. Every element that had been elected to the Conailt- 
uent Aseembly waa here, barring the Mualim League. Ibe League might represent 
every large aeoiion, but waa it suggested that if this aection of the Indian people 
chose to be absent from the Aseembly, India waa to continue to remain a slave - 
country ? 

A voice : No. 

Dr. Mookherjee, concluding, said that we should tell the British that in spite 
of all that had happened in the past, if they really wanted that we should remain 
friends in the future, we were prepared io accept their eo-oi>eration. but it wae 
not for the British Government to interfere in the domestic pioblcma of thia 
country. 

1)B. Ambbdkab on Pakistan 

Dr. B. B. Ambtulkar waa cheered as he rose to aupport Dr. Jayakar'a amend- 
ment. He considered the first of Pandit Nehru’s resolution to be controversial 
and the latter part* which set out the objiH^tivcs of the future constitution, to be 
non-coutroversial. He, however, considered even the latter part to be pedantic, in 
that it enunciated ouly riglits without prescribing remedies open to injured parties. 
He would like the coiisiitution to say in most explicit terms that the titate insis- 
ted upon nationalisation of ioduatry and nationalisation of land. 

AS lor the first part of the resolution, Dr. Ambedkar said that conlrovorsy 
aeemed to have centred biiHhe use of the word Uepublio. It also arose from the point 
made by Dr* Jayakur that in the absence of the League, it would not be proper 
for thia Aascmbly to proceed with thia resolution. 

Dr. Ambedkar had not the slightest doubt about the future evolution of the 
social, political and economic structure of this country. ^I know to-day”, he said, 
"^we are divided politically, socially and economically. We are in warring camps, 
and 1 am probably one of the leaders of a warring camp, but with all Uiia 1 am 
convinced mt given time and circumstances, nothing in the word will prevent 
this country from becoming one, and with all our castes and creeds, I have not . 
the idightest hesitation in saying that we ahall in some form be a united people 
(oheenj. 1 have no best atiou in saying that ootwitbstaod'iBg the agitation of the 
^guc for the partition of India, some day enough light will dawn upon Miudima 
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th—aeitei and thw ton will hf^n to think thnt • United India it brt(«r for 
rr0fiKMy (chcert) ^ 

tar M the ttUimatc goal was tfoncemcki l>r AmlH^lkar atilt ««o<ie of thtm 
**'3[ appreheuaioDH or doubt. Their difficuitjr wan not ab ut !»*« uMma* 
ic wng but now to make the htUnoaeneoua mas4 that il ev wer * to-d*y Ulc« a 
deoiaipn in common and march in a c \-oix*rativi? wav on that n>ad* wntch was 
bound to lead them to unity. 

aliouid hare thuUtditi therefore, that in order to make a aUrl and in order 
to induce etery party and every ihh lion in ilus roimtry to co opt^ate, it wv>uld Ih> 
an act of the grea^cat it«traman«hip for tnai rity tmrty «vf u ii> make Rronivaai* 
on to the preiudicea of the iK*opl * who aie »iOt pre[iar*d to ntaitdi logrtlu'f, and it 
ia for that 1 prop.Mm to make thm appeal i.et iia leave aaide »tot;ana wliteh frigh* 
ten people. Let ua even make conee«-aion to <he prt^judieiw o( our t>|}ioiuntai 
Bring them in« ao that ilny may aillingly inn I'lia tnan'h on that roa^ which 
must nerciBartlv lead iia to unity ** ii waa f*om tt it point of vh w that lie 
aupporied Dr. Jayakar'a annmdmfnt. He watit<d the llouae to leave aside the 
point whether the iKMitioii it had t«kcti up «h« in oonaonaiifT witli iia legal righta 
or that it agn^t d with the Slate pap»r. This was too big a mKHtion so tn* rtHiticed 
to legality. *Lfave aaide all thrsti conat«ieratiiMi)> * he said, ^'antl make some 
attempt whereby thoae who are not prepared U\ come will come, ua make it 
poaaibic for them to come. 

Aaaerttng that the resolution would reanlt in keeping the l^gue out. Dr. Am* 
bedkar aaid be would aiibatanilate it by rrlerriiig to Clau«o 111 in the reaolnlion, 
which envisaged the character of the future eon*»tttiitiori of India, fie took It that 
the reaoluttofi, when passed, wmild set sa s aort of direerive to the Conatltuint 
Assembly in the framing of the conatituiion. 'fha paragraph in queatioo only dealt 
with autonomous Prttvincea and Indian i^tatea and the Union iiovernmeni. 'Iliere 


was DO reference in it to the intermediary atriicturc oi (Iroutdng. Ksading the reso- 
lution in the light of the State Pa|ier. or even in the light of the Congreta Work- 
ing Committee's resolution passed at Wardha, be must confeaa that he was inrpris* 
ed St the abaenee of any reference to the idea of Oroiiping. 

**8o far at I am peraonally conceriieti," l>r. Amlietlkar went on to say, *1 
do not like Grouping. (Cheers). I like a strong iinitsry Centre; much atrongsr 
then the Centre crested in the Act of lil35. (Cheers). But these wiahsa hive no 
hearing on the situation at si). We have trs veiled s long rued. Tbs Congress 
DMty, for resaona best known to itself, coniwfited to the dismantling of a strong 
Centre, which had grown into this country as a resoti of ITiO years of admlnlatrs* 
tion and which to me was a matter of great admiration and rei|»eet. Having given 
up that position and having said iUst we do not want a strong Centre and having 
accepted that there roust be or should he an inter mcdiaiy or a htub-Fedaralion of 
Provinces, 1 sbonld like to know why there was no refi reiies in Paragraph 3 to 
tbs idea of Grouping. 1 quite understand that the Corgress, i.#ague and H,M.G. 
are not agreed on the interpreta«ioii on Grouping, but I always Uiougbl. and 1 am 
prepared to aland cm reeled, that the Congress agreed that if the Provinces consen* 
ted to form a Bub* Federation, the Congress would have no obiectlon to that protio* 
sal/' How then was the idea of a Bub-Fedcrstion eomplrtely effaced from tbs 
resi lutiou? Proceeding Dr* Ambedkar aaid he would not ask whether the Houss bad tbs 
right to pass such a reaolutiofi. It might be it bad the r<ght. "Ihe queaUoti t am 
asking is,'* he said, **is it prudeut lor you to do it? la it wise for you to do it? 
Power is one thing and wisdom and prudenre quite a different thing. 1 want this 
Monte to consider this matter from the point of view not of the aitibority aa veatsd 
in this Coiistitofni Assembly. 1 want tbe Houae to consider wbetber it would bs 
•tateamanahip or prudence to pass this. Yet another attempt should lie mads to 
bring abont a conciliation between the Oongrssa and the Lesgue. This suhiact Is ik» 
vltsi and ao Imtiortant that I am sure that It is not enough to decide it on m 
mere basis of the dignity of one or the other fitriy. In deciding tbs destinies of a 
people, the dignity of the leaden or men or pariica ought to count for 
nothing/' Thera waa only three waya by which the issue would be decided— so rriodsr by 
Otts psrty to tbe wishes of the other, s nrgotisted p^ace end open war. lie hstf 
been hearing from certain members of tf*e Ikwitlioent Assembly the statsment thol 
tbay were prepared to go to war. **1 muat confess,'* said Di. Amb^kar, "that 1 
an appalled at the idea that anybody in this country abould think of solving tho 
polilieal problema of thia eonntry by going to war. I do not know bow any pamdo 
auppori uai idea. A good many perhapa do. And the reaaon wby 1 ^fpk tim 
do kMlMil most of them beHore that the war would bs a war on the BrilMt* U 
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lilt wsr UAt li io iM mittdt of peoplo eoa bo loeuited aod eixenaMenbed, to tmi 
il will bo DO moro Uum o war od tbo Bfitlih jwplo, I proboblp maj doI bara 
ttiiioh objoetloo. Bot will il be a war oo Ibo Briflih peopieT 1 wani to plaoo be* 
fora tbie Home to tbe elearaat teriDe poeeible* that if any war cornea Io thSi eooolrf 
aod that war baa aoy relalioo to ibe laciie with wbleb we are coofionted lo-dayt ft 
will not be a war on tbe Britieh. it will be a war on the Mnalimi, or» wbat ii 
probably worieb a war on a eombioatlon of tbe Britlab and tbe Huallmi. 1 eannot 
bare any other Idea of tbe war that ia being eoiitemplated.*’ 

Qaoting Barke*e famona paaeage in farour of reconciliation with America, Dr. 
Ambedkar aald : *If anybody baa it in bla mind that tbia problem can be eolred 
by war or that tbe Maalima may be aubjugated and made to anrrender to a eonatl- 
tatlOD that might be prepared without their knowledge and conaent, tbia oountry 
would be inrolred in perpetually eonquerim them . Aa Burke aaid : 'It la eray to 

6 ire power, but difficult to gire wiadom. Let na prore br our oondnot that we 
are not only tbe power but alao the wiadom to carry with na all aectiona of tbe 
country and to make them march on that road which ia bound to lead na to nnlty.* 
(Obeera). . . • 

SiKB Support to Nbbbu'b Rbbolutioh 
Sardar Ujjal Stngk, auppprting Pandit Nehru'a reaolution, deacrlbed It aa *an 
expreaaion of the pent-up emotiona of the milliona of tbia country/* Oplnlona 
might differ with regard to the exact wording of the reaolution, but taken aa a 
whole It wu an expreaaion of the will of the people of tbia country. 

Dr. Jayakar had urged poatponement of oonaideration of the reaolution till 
January 20, holding that the preliminarr aeaaion waa precluded from taking it into 
oonaideration. "My Honourable friend knowa that when we meet on January 20, 
we will be meeting in a preliminary aeaaion all tbe aame and hia obieotion alao 
bolda good when we meet again on January 20*' (hear, hear). 

Hardar Ujial tilngh aaid that he waa one of thoae who regretted rery much the 
abaence of tbe League from tbe Houae and he waa alao one of thoae who valued 
and nought the co-operation of the League. But it waa not the fault of tbe Houae 
that thoae frienda were abaent to-day and it waa not fair that ita buaineaa ahould 
be poatponed indefinitely without knowing when the other party waa coming* 

Referring to Dr Ambedkar'a objection that tbe reaolution did not mention 
Grouping, Bardar Djjal BIngh aaid : *'QroupiDg la an optional matter and almoat 


all of na. if 1 may any ao, are againat Grouping. Even the State Paper leavea It 
to Ibe option of the Bwtiona or aa we interpret it, to tbe option of the Provinoea." 
It waa, therefore, not proper to mention Grouping in a reaolution of tbia kind when 
tbe Beotiona or Provinoea might decide otherwlae. 

"The Indian Btatea might find come objection to the mention of a Republic, 
bot any lean that they might have on that acore waa entirely unjuatified in the 
light of Pandit Nehru^a atatement that the people of the Stotea, if they ao ohoae, 
could retain a monarchical ayatem of Government in their own part of the 
oouutry." Bardar Ujjal Bingh dwelt at length on the Sikh attitude towarda the Miaaion’a 
plan, their original deciaion to boycott the Conatitnent Aaaembly and reveraal of 
mat deciaion following certain aaaurancea given to tbe Sikha by tbe Oongreaa Work- 
ing Oommittee. It waa undoubtedly tbe height of iDiuatice on the part of tbe 
Cabinet Miaaion not to have provided aafeguarda for the Sikha in Section B aimllar 
to thoae provided for Mualima in the Union. 'Phe Bikha, he contended, had natron- 




be a guarantee of protection to other mlnorltiea in that area. He bad great faith 
In the Oongreaa leaden that tbe aaaurancra given by them to ibe Bikba would be 
implementra without delay. 

Proceedihg, be aaid : "Let ua make It clear that the aafeguarda that the BiUia 
demand in the Punjab and North-Weat are within tbe Indian Empire and not out- 
aide. They are anxioua that ail communitiea ahould live together in harmony and 
peace. They an prapand to live with their Mualim brotben in the Punjab mid 
Bortb-weatern India even treating them aa elder brothera, but not aa a anperlor or 
aepaiate race or nation. Tbe Bikba, therefore, eannot tolerate the nartitlOD of 
thia great and ancient land. (Ckieera). They will etoutly oppoae tbe eatabliebmant of 
Pidciatan and all that it impliea. Tbe Bikba have a burning paaaion lor freedom. 
No aingle community in the biatory of India baa atruggicd ao long and oo hard aa 
the Bilma have done to drive away foreign hordea. In recent timea too their raeord 
of aacriliee In the conn^'a battle for freedom ia aeeond to none. They will eoati- 
nua to march wBb the Oongnea in ita fight for Indapandanca with unabated 
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utjrinOT (Hmt, ImuI. T^, »ui thair acpmla Mtit^p awl Maiiiaa 

ml^Hl aad atnagtUarf, m that Um; way be aMe lo eooUibate their tatUaota 
lO vN MfV 1 O 0 of uM COllDifT* 

* . *??? obeteelee lo the way of the Ateembly, bat he Mt eer> 

be eWe to ema lim burdlM and etereaak* ihoM obelaetea if aa 
ddBboroto with OAttUon, oct with dteioloii ond. if ooed bf» oppoto with tirmBAMu** 

SAfh Chvind Da$, Bopporling Ibt molotioii. eongfAlttUiwI Dr. Ambodkv on 
hit tpeaob. bQt tzproMod Bttoolthniflal ot Or. JtfAktr't tpatehe Itr •• iht 
Itgtl ttptel of hit tmtndmtnU it ooaetriitd. I thtll no! tlitmpt lo eomnifwla bm 
1 eonfttt tbot 1 wm turprited to hett Dr. Jtjrtktr tty ihti the rttnluUiui, if tdopt* 
ode might rendoa the work of the Ooattiloeat Attembly Infruetuout.** 

Seth Qoviiid Dtt decitred ihtt the Contcrett end olhtr fre«dom*io?iiig oiemmitt 
ia the eoantry wonted reel pot^ end not eirife. Pittire reeieteoee and notffiuleii* 
ee> he atid, were two great oontribntiona ihtt Mtbatma Otttdhi had made tovtrda 
the attainment of peace. 

**We do not want to fight either the Bri(ttb Ooeernment or the MutUm Idea* 
goe« but if the former were to employ the tatter at toolt for putting obtttctee in the 
way of the eonniri’t freedom, we thall certaiuiy oppote them. We want the Idtegue 
to partioipate in the Couttituent Attembly, but if they ohoote to ttay out wt mual 
go ahead. **If we are atsured that the pott|H>tieiiieot until January of the rcao!utloti wilt 
guarantee the Leagut*t co*operation tn the U»k of eontiltution-making. t am ture 
raodit Nebru will not hetitale to withdraw it.** 

Referring to the retolution, he taid that it anught to make India a Uetmblle 
and that it waa to be decided now whether that Hrpuhlic would be of a toeiallti or 
of a democratic character. The Briiitk O ner •m^iit. he atid» waa ini*apablt of tlopp- 
Ing India*! march towarda freedom, howt4U*ver they might try or with, hut he want* 
ad to make it clear to the Muatim league that if it put ohatarlea tn their way, then 
the Mualim League alone would he blamed by )ioab*rity. 

8etb Gorina Dae concluded bia remarke by calling u}>on the Hotiae to traet 
tha reaolution aa a aolemn pledge and act with firmnaea and Indapeo* 
denee. 

Eighth Day — New Delhi— ISth. December 1946 

Rer. J, J, M, Sichols R\*y (Aaatm). aupporling the reaolution. aald that It wna 
the deaire of all the people of India that their future oonatiiulloo ehould ha a 
Demoeratio and ttepuhlican one. ft wae true there were acme monarehiea in India 
but it waa hoped that a time would come when the roonarcbe here would become 
conatitutional monarche aa in England. 

Voicing Aaaam'a opposition to Grouping, lice. Niohola-Hoy aaid that hit rro- 
Tinca waa a non mualim PrOfinoe. The acfrit non*Muelim repreaeniatiraa of the 
F^orince io the Conatiiaent Aaaemblf were preaeni while the three Muelim re* 
praaeatatiraa were abaent. in Hection Cf. which wae to draft the proflncial eona- 
litution, there would be 'd6 Mualima and ^14 tiOn*Mualimi. According Ui iha laical 
interpretation of the State Paper by H. M. O.. roting In the Hectiana wee going lo 
ha by aimpin maiority role. '*rhia will mean,*' he atid. ' that our conaitutiion for 
Aaaam will be framed by the mejority of the ptople of Bengal, that la. the Mutlim 
League. We cannot content to auch an unj«i»»t thing." 

People in Aeaam, he said, took it for granted that the Cabinet lllaaion would 
not be to uniuet and iinreaaonable aa to place Aaaam undar Bengal, they nndar* 
atood that if a certain Prorince did not want to ioln a group, if would not be 
forced by a majority of TOtea of another ProTtoce to go Into the Group. waa 
eery much gladdened by the declaration of Haidar Valtahhhhal Patel that iha 
Ooograea baa not up to the preaent time accepted the Interpretation of If. M. G. It 
appeora to me that the Cabinet MUaion after they left India, had changed their 
mratolity. Placed In dilTdreot circumatancea and Inflnaaeed by the OofiaerFaaee 
Party, the Miuion hee chaoged tu opinion altogether.” be aaid. 

Bet. Nkshola-Boy hoped that Aaaam bad the full a^mpathy and aupport of 


would Join Iha Oonatitnent Aaaembly and oo*operaie in the Uak of framing the 
future oooetitutioo. 

BeT. Niehola-Boy went on to aay that he did not my eny eoafiiet would 
arlio If the Coogreet proceed to draft a fair and iaat eoaeUtatioo.^ Of foum. it 
vmild bo wrong to deriato from the four walla of the Stale ^ 

•aid, ••wo oan odopt a frloodly attitude. We can jay to tbo BrlBeh : Tbaak yow, 
You hate triad to hriag Hloduo and Uualimt logothor* Wa abait, aa far aa poaal* 
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Mflociate with the other •peakeri 
the OonetiioeDt Aeaeinbl;. But 
the ihreets gtren durioe Uie leet 
the Houee must proceed with the 
not refuse to implement it aod if 
He eeked the house not to tole- 


bit, Implement jour reeommendstlon but we will not eerrj out litmllj nnythins 
wbkh Is Impraoticsble end uninst.* We ehell frame out oonstitotion ana do }nem 
to all minorities. We should be very happy if the Mustim League eo<<»peratea. 
The country will see what kind of eonatitution we have framed aod the Brldsh 
Dovernment will have an opportunity to see what we have done. Only then can 
they say that this Oonstitnent Assembly has been Just to a certain 
community.^ He pointed out how in Australia and in certain other Domi- 
nions some parts of the respective countries did not join the Union at first, but 
later Joined. 

Mr. R. AT. Sidhwa said that he would also 
In the hope that the Muslim League would Join 
notwithstanding their absence and in the face of 
fonr or five days In Parliament, Mr. Sidhwa said, 
business of framing a ooiistitution. **They dare 
they dOt we know bow to implement It,** be said, 
rate **tbe misohievous propaganda that is being carried on to disturb our Constituent 
Assembly.*’ Referring to Pakistani Mr. Bidhwa said the question had been discussed 
and the Oabiiiet Mission had refused to entertain the demand. “Why is it then/* 
he asked, *‘thst Mr. Jinnah continues his mischievous and poisonous propsgsnds ? 
Instead of asking us to do something, the British Governmeut must ask him to 
stop It.'* 

Mr. Biawnath Daa^ supporting the resolution, said that there wae 
hardly anyone in the country who could oppose it. Even Dr. Jayakar'e 
amendment, he laid, did not oppose the original resolution. He would, 
however, akk how a nnstpouement of the passing of the resolution would effect the 
present situation. Mr, i)as pleaded for a strong Centre. With the forma- 
tion of linguistic Provinces, he said, there would be more small Provinces, 
and they could not rise to their full etature without the guidance of a strong 
Centre. The apprehensions that might be felt by the States over the mention of a 
Republic, he said, wera unfounded. The whole position could be discussed between 
the Negotiating Committee to be appointed by the Constituent Assembly end the 
States Negottatlog Committee. 

Referring to the India debate in Parliament, Mr. Biswan ath Das said that 
Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Ohurohill had become strange friends. He was surprised that 
an aatuts statesman like Mr. Jinnah should have fallen into the trap of the Conser- 
vatives. History revealed that the Consorvative Party hod made use of persons and 
institutions in dependent countries, and it should he easy for Mr. Jiunsh to realise 
that he and the League had been made use of by the Conservatives. 

Pandit Hriday Nath Kunzru, supporting Ur. Jayaksr's amendment, said that 
the object of the amendment was not to obstruct, but to facilitate the work of the 
AasemDiy. Its purpose was to create an atmosphere which would enable ua to rea- 
lise rspidiy and smoothly the groat aim that wc have set before ourselves. 

Welcoming the report that the next session of the House would be held on 
January *20, Pandit Kunsrn aatd : *'l cciigratulate all those who are responsible 
for this deoisioo. It is wise on our part to make every lectlon of the people In 
and the people abroad realise that we do not want to impose our will on any party 
or community, but that auch dccieione as we have arrived at will be the result of 
Joint dlsoussion carried ou with the sole object of enabling India to achieve her 
indspendenoe and to protect the Just rights of the minorities and the back- 
ward olsases. 

The principal body whose work would be guided by the directives embodi»*d 
In Pandit Nehru's resolution, Pandit Kunzru said, would be the Union Constitu- 
ent Assembly, which would mwat only after the Btetiou Committees had dons their 
work. It was obvious, thereiore, that a postponement of the discussion on the 
resolution would not retard the work of the Assembly in the slightest measure. If 
the resolution was passed immediately, it would only be a unilateral decision. 

The House would have ample opp;>rtoDtty of affirming the objectives outlined 
In the resolution. There need be no lest that any postponement of the iksolotion 
would mean the topedoeing of the purposes embodied in it. Indeed, he felt, **a 
slight ddsv will strengthen our hands in dealing with this important subieet.*’ 

It had b^n supposed by a good many speakers, Pandit Kunxru aeld, If they 
admits the right of the League and the Statea to participate in the disonaaion of 
the rstoluUoDf they would be giving them absolute power to block the work of tha 
Aeaembly* ^I think that this Is a complete misappreheusion of our poaltion. 
Judging from the speeches dsllvercd in the House of Oommoos and the House of 
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*»!• .•* J*S. Gomomwi. .11 Umi Um Briitoh 0(mn> 

■JJM !• wkt thiMiM tw •eracmni iriib ncMd u» lb* pracadaiv to ba 

ir**r**''S. **5» *^?**aji* J^*'®***! conaUmaqo* and atoapt. 

(tetinnlBK ^ PWidit nid : vrb. interpreuUoa of Homtnpb 19 of So SmIo- 
mtw» at M ay l6 ^ *»•» poinl at mne. 1 iiDdanuad that tba matior will aooa 
latend to Ao Federal Ooort. I hw, tbenfuic. tbat ibe mmj will aoM be ana 
lor Um Maalim L^uo to join Ibe GonatitneDi AearmbW. If hoaem. tbie^ 
DOl Um ooly f(ffOUDd 00 whieii it hot obnUiitiHl from oitoi»diii|e Atotmidy oo4 
•TOO ifter ORreemoiit boa baoo orriTcd ot with rf^ard to the uroorduro to Im foi* 
lowod io the geetton OomaittMt, cho llutlim liooicuo ropreMiiuiiva r«fii«o lo «( 0 ao 
hon, I do noi think that th«y will ba eotitled to Mk that tha procnditiK* ot thin 
Aitombly tbooid be adiiuroed nne die.” 

The Uouee, eoid Pandit KtinxrOd oould not allow Itaelf to be fruatreted by the 
iotreneigenoe of one party. **We are prepariHl to take into aooouol all tbat la tea- 
aouabie. bat we oaonot agree, in any ctrcumatance. to allow it to decide the late of 
thia Aaaembly. gbould aach « aituatioo uufortunaiely preeent itaelf. we abatl be 
•ntiiled to remind Ibe Brttieh OoTernment of Mr. Attlee'e proaiee tbat no minority 
would be nl lowed to veto lUo deciaion of the conotry. llie beorelary of Btale 
for India baa bimaeil reiterated tble ftromiae.** 

Keferriug to Grouping, i^aodit Kunaru aatd that he pereonally eaw no riaeon 
why any Province ahuuld be compelled to enter a Group. He aaw, io particular, 
no iuatilioatton whatever for comi»elliiig Aaaam to form a common Uoveritmatit 
with Bengal for auy purpoee. "What haa happened In Noakhali and the deploralda 
aveou it provoked m Bitiar have juaiifiably incrraaed the apprehenaiona of ibe |ieopU 
of Amam. But Groupiug, aa the Cabinet Mia«ton began pointing out almtwi from 
the very day ou which the ataiemeiit waa ivaurd, ta an eanential ftamre of their plan. 
We ahall be able to deal with the ptmi'.um of the Provtocea wbicb are comuelied 
agatnet their wiah to become menibcra of a group later on when ibe re|>orti of the 
{section Ocmmitteea are before ua. But let me rei>«at that the tnaiatenoe of tba Bri* 
tteh Qovernmeut on bringing unwilling Proviocea into Groupa ia mo:ally completely 
uniaetified.*’ 

Pandit Kunaru concluded: **Wc may be completely Juatifted in paaaing Pandit 
Nahru’a reeolutiou, but of what uae wilt it lie for ua to eacreiee our righie if it 
only eddi to that diaconieut and unreal which it ta our draire t4> allay : 1 hope, 
iberefore. tbat we ahall art in auch a way that India may, with the aaaeiit of all 
aactiona of the people and if that unfortunately ie not forthcoming, with tha aaaent 
of all tboaa who accept the right of the country to go forward, be able to march 
rapidly towarde the goal that we have act before ouraeWea namely, freedom and 
unity.’’ 

Hie N. G. Iykeuae Oppoese Pohtimnkmk]«t 
ifir N, Oopalaswami auppuittiig Pandit Neliru*# raaolulion. airongty 

urged that the reeolutiou be puahed to iia concluaion at thia aiiting (Cheer*). Ha 
oonaidered that the motion for adjournment larked imaginaiiofi. **1 aey it larka 
imagination becauae it forgeU tbat we have juat lauiirhcd ouravlvca ivn a verv big 
teak, and it ia neoeaaary that we ahuuld imprrae on our country and the world that 
wa mean buaineae. Thia raaolutiou aeU out the objeciivea that we bate to place 
before ouraelvea in framing our conatitutiou. la aueb a rea<*lu«ion to be imatponad 
till we reach the last atage of our work in ibia A»armbl| ? It ia noi a raecilutlon 
wbieb muat preface everything aubaUntial Uiat we propowe to do in ^ia Aaeembly T 
Tbat I think ia a complete answer to thia motion lor adjournment. 

**The reaolttttoo*', be went on, aet out nothing to which eithar l>r. Jayakar or Pan* 
dit Kunsru were prepared to take eiception. The Igmgue'a main objection to what 
w« ware doing to>day arose from the different interpretation they bad 
the elauae relating to Grouping. We were not diacuaaiiig Gronpiog now. What then 
praveiitod the League from taking part in the dinoaaalon of otbm rubjeru 7 

**Lord Pethick-Lewraiioa*’, Sir Gopalawami Iyengar con tinned, had elinciM 

the matter weeterday by asying that ti. M. G. would not budge from their 
wa \ma»lad M Um FmIotbI Court. C)l eourM. it I* »o» 

Uoo ot H. ll7o. ia my opioioa. to My ahetber itay would oocopt Um F«fatal 
OoHtt’o »iow or not, boouoM it io cotiitly out at thoir l»o»do_ , ^ . .... 

♦“Til, OouotttMot AMOuibly f .bm tbo roloreno* to tbo Fodorol Court oirf It to 
tor UM Couilituout AitoMbij lo ooy boloto it o»,»too^ tlie^ r«toiM<M >i»o* ,lt wM 
•bio by tbo doeioioa M Um Adorol Court. AMOMiu* 

Uoe ia is favour of the view teken by H. M# O. • whet will w the iwltm pi 
ihOM nbo IWTt tokob 0 ooattary rkir 7 Ao only tbioK tbty eos do la tlow ol 
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commitmenki fbtfj luiTa mada (o lodlfldaal Pcorinoaa and eomBQaiUaa ia lo mora 
thia Aaaaiably for nodifiealloD of Paragraph 19 wbieh wool i mora olaarly azpraaa 
thair Tlav. Tba main dlfflealij ia tha malhod of toting in the Saetiona, aa nia Saeio* 
tary of State aald in tha Houaa of Lorda. If yon Icata Paragraph 19 (6) aa it ia^ 
U la oartalnly an arguable point that in the abaanea of any modiflcation of tha 
worda of that olauaa tha toting moat be by inditiduala and a aimpla majority 
lAonid decide the queailon. If we want that toting ahould ha by Protlneeay it la 
naoeaaary that wa ahould propoaa a modifieation of that alanea and that modifica- 
tion can. I think, be dona by thia Aaaembly on a motion properly motad. Are wa 
going to do that ? ^ , 

**I anggaat that in tiew of what hae come from H. M. 0«, both in tha State- 
mant of Deoamber 6 and thenpaechea in tha two Houtea of Parliament, and in tha 
new eiranmataneea that hare been created, the wlaer thing to do ia not to aend a re- 
faranea to tha Federal Oonrt, but to take other eourae which I hare indicated, 
namely, that you bring up a raaolution in thia Oonatituent Aaaembly, propoaiog a 
modiflcation of Oiauee 19 (5) which will provide that the method of voting ahould 
be by Provinoea In the Sectiona ao far aa the Grouping matter ia concerned. 

**lt la quite poaaible^and I think it will be an arguable poaitlon— lor the 
Mnaiim League to come here and raiae the queation that auch a modification invol- 
vaa a major communal iaaue. If you (Ohatrman) decide it aa a major iaaua or if, 
after obtaining the advice of the Federal Court you decide that it involvea a major 
communal iaaue, it would be opan to the Mualtm League to contend that you ean- 
DOt oarry out that modifieation without a majurity in each of the major eommnni- 
Sea. 1 aak, ehould we not take that etep? We ahall take that reaolution 

into oonaideratiou at an adjourned aittiug of thia Aaaembly, say In January, ind 
properly notify all the mombera of tba daaembly,— even tboae woo have not presen- 
ts their crSentiala and aigoed the regiat^r, namely, the membera of the Muslim 
League— that we ahall move a reaolailon of that aort. That must be aufficient invi- 
tation to them to come and occupy their plaoea in thia Aaaembly and defeat what 
they m^ conaider to be an uncdnacionabie auggeation from the other side. Going 
to the iSeral Court la absolutely useless and, ao far aa 1 can see, it will solve 
none of our troublea.*’ 

Referring to Dr. Jayakar'a argument that the preliminary meeting of the 
Oonatituent Assembly could not diaouaa the reaolution, be said that wc were not 
like members of a Proviocial or Central Legislature working under a aiatiite of 
Parliament. We are in a Constituent Aaaembly and whatever ia not aaid in the 
document under which we have gathered here la not prohibited to ua. We have 
the residuary power In full for accomplishing the tasks which we have undertaken 
(hear, hear), That being so I would suggest that we should not rivet our eyea to 
particular clauses in this document and eay that this ia not aaid in this or that 
clause. 1 think whatever ia not aaid but ia necessary for the accomplishment of 
our task is within our powers to regulate.’^ 

BIr Gopaiaawami Iyengar replied at length to the objection raiaed on behalf of 
ludian Btntea to the inclusion of Indian States In the declaration in the resolution 
that ail power and authority are derived from the people. He quoted from the 
report ol two authoritative Oommittees set up in Mysore and Hyderabad and went 
on to aay that the views of these two Oommittees as to where aovereigoty rested in 
Indian Statee tallied. The Cabinet Mission stated that on the oODoluaiou of the labours 
of the Constituent Assembly and the framing of n constitution for India, H.M.G. 
would recommend to Parliament each action as may be neeeeaary for the oeesidn of 
sovereignty to the Indisn people. 

The not of ceding sovereignty, that Is transferring the power that Britain now 
wields in this country, wouM therefore, relate to the whole of India. Wheu the Ca- 
binet Mission, therefore, spoke of oeasion to the people of India, they must be held 
to have Inoluded the people of lodisn Btatea also, (User, hear). The Mission's 
statemsnt, thersfors, that when the British power was withdrawn, the Btatee would 
beoome independent ehould be construed to mean that such sovereignty as His Ms- 
Jssly in fact ezsreiaad over the Indian States would stand ceded back to * the people 
of Btatee, 

The reiolttUon now under ooueideretion put the Indisn Btetea on the earns level 
in regard to the subjeets not ceded by them lo the Union Centre at the Provinoes 
weretu reepeel of Provindal subjeete, that le to eay. It aeserted that all powers and 
authority of Indian States as oonstitusul parts of the eovercign indepeodent India 
were dmived at much from the people ol the Btatee at eimiUr power and authority 
were In the Provinoes derived from tht people of the Provmoeo. It would be estie- 
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It JPOi^U to d^er tbit work ood letvt it over lor tttbMqoMil tffOMiiliili* 
nooti pfovliiop btiog rntd# in tbo eontlltiitlaii preteribing ibt tltpt lo bt ioIhmi 
M d IM prpoedttre to be followed in tbit oonneetioo. If the repremtetiftt of Ibi 
Blnlet In Oonttituent Attemblj to detire, the Union oontitlution ebonld fcntfnnten 
territonni int^ritj of the Hutet nt tb^ exltted tc^aj, aubltH^t to tni modi* 
fiontiMt of kranndnriM which might be tfl^ted Inter on ncoording to pretcribtd 
proeednre end with the content of the poople of the Butie end the other tien elTeet* 
ed. llie Oonttitutioo of n Stnte, which would he eeitled by the people of Ihe Blntea 
in aimlntion with the rnlrr, might mnke profiaion for hereditnry enccfeeion to the 
hendtbip of the Stetee ol the dyanaty which wee in (>oeiieaaion now in the Htnte end 
the UtttOD Conititutioo might conuin e proviaion that if the Btnife cooatiiutlon did 
eOp it wonld not be interfered with though n aiipuUtion would be neceeanry t^t in 
the OTerhnol of nn eziating wniten cooetitiuioii or in the framing of a new one In 
any pnrtienlnr State, the herediury head of it ahoiild in tlie quickeat poaalhle time 
In the future become a conatitutionai monarch preaiding over an rxecntire reaponalbte 
to a legialatnrc the merobera of which were democratically elected. 

Toe eziating written eonatitulioria of certain individual Htatea almoat inearlahly 
contained a teetion that all right#, authority and juriadirtiott which apperiain^ or 
were incidental to the Oorerniuent of the tcrritorica inehided in the Btalea were 
feated in and exereiaable by the ruler, aubject to the provtatona of the cooaiitntlon 
which wac granted by the oat of the ruler himaclf. Thean nrcvialona in the State 
eonatitutioo were reronania of an all-perTaaive autocracy anci deaerved to be awepi 
away and replaced by a proviaion which dtclared that all tM>wera of Uovernmeot*- 
legiilatWe, executive and iudtcial--ahoiild be deemed to l>e derived from the peopla 
and ezerciaed by auch organa of Bute, including the hereditary ruler, aa might be 
deaigoated in the written conatitiition and to the extent aiitboriacd by that eonatl- 
tntlon. All thia, in hia view, empbaaiaed the need fur iiicitiaion of Indian HUtea la 
elanae four of the reaoliition. 

In fact, until we got into the Aaaemhiy repreatnuiivee of the people of the 
Stntea they could not really parttci|>ate in the work of the AaaemMy and help in 
the making of oonatitutiona for their own Butea aa wall aa in the making of Unioo 
Conatitiition. (Checra). 

Ninth Day— New Delhi— *19lh December 1946 
When the debate on Fandtt Nebrn'c raaolution wac reauaiad to-day, Sir Atladt 
Krigknaiwami Aiyar aupportiog the reaolutiou and oppoaing Dr. Jayaktr*# amend- 
ment eaid that neither the Mualim League nor the Indian Suiea would have a plaoe 
la the Cionetitnent Aacembly nnleaa they aubacribed to the ptincipla of a alngla In- 
dian Union in the terms of the Cabinet lli#aion*a auiement Sir Aliadi aaid it waa 
iooonoeivable that any eonaiitution could be framed without a directing ohiectlYe, 
mad the resolution before the Houve formulated auch a directing obiaotive. In 
doing ao, it followed the practice of other Oonaliiueiit Aatembliee. 

Referriog to the obiectioo aa regard# derivation of authority. Sir 

Aliadi asked: 'It ie aoggeeted that in reepeet of a sovereign Indepea- 

dmt India, the authoriiy of the Provincial parta ie derived from the 
people mad to far aa the Btaiea are concerned from the hereditary Ptilera of 
rales T "The eonatittttion of a sovereign Independent India it the concrete ezpreaeloa 
of the will of the people of Indie aa a whole, conceived of aa an organic entity* 
and even in regard to the units ihemaelvca. the authority of iba Kutcra can rest 
altlmately only on the will of the people eoneerned. Ibe suie 
moonrehy^ dr dimoeraey, ultimately derives tte sanction from the will of the people 
eoneernm. The divine right of kioga la n t a legal or poii ical ^eed in 
of the world at the present dny. I do not believe it will be poaeible fw heradiliipf 
moonxebe to mainUln thdr nnthorlty on anch a mediaeval or arehalc creed. T^ 
Ohblnot Miadon waa quite alive to thta and in their Watement. felereoce l« 
thfooghoQt to Indiana, inelnding both thoae of flA Indian 6hra and of ^BrtUah 
laSnf^Mdtng the fnture ecmelitotioii ol India, no diatinetioa bring drawn^ belWfin 
In whnt Ie oow Biitiali tmet and whd la now native Btnte tenltefy. 
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At ngwtd§ Dr* Ambtdksr't objeetioii on Ihe gronnd of omMoo to mtntioii 
gronpt, Sir Alltdi ttid thol t dote eitmintMoo cd tb« Otbintt llittioB*t Stotomnl 
would point to the eonolueion thet the fomttion of gronpe wet not no eteenSnl 
port of the eonetitntionel etmcture. "In the moet neterinl pnrti^ the mein 
reoovinendetlone nre thet there ehonld be n Union of Indie deelinn with oerteio 
tob}eote» thet ell eabjeete other then the Union enbi^^cte end reeidnerj powere ehonld 
▼eet in the prorinoee end in the 8uteii» Uie Htntee beion neeimileted to the ponitlon 
of the prorineet under the Oebinet Mieeion’e eoheeie, l^re ie nothing In the termt 
of the reeolatlon to prerent prorinoee from forming tbemeelree into groopt ne eon* 
templeM by the Cebinet Mieeioo.*’ 

COMMUNIBT MsMBBR iPTgEBUPTBD 

The debete opened with e epeech by Mr. Somnath Lahiri (Commnniet) who 
•peaking amid boetlle interroptione, enid he did not went the Prioeee to come into 
toe Oonetituent AtMoibly end dietort the pietore of future Indie. He enpreeeed 
doubt whether even if the Moelim Leegoe oeme in, the Aeeembly would be able to 
eolra Its diflSouitiee. "We here before ue the example of the Interim Qorernment 
Both the League end the Oongrem ere present there, but that hee not eolred onr 
internal difflcultiee. It hee brought neither peace nor freedom. So. whether the 
Oongreet ie in or out, or both the CongreM end the liCegue ere in, querrele in the 
country will be intensified. 1 am not sorry thet the i*esgue has notoome in. ''1 am 
only sorry thet the Oongreas has not gone out end left the British Qovemment to 
•tew in its own Juice." 

Mrs. Hansa M§hta welcomed the resolution for the great promise it held for 
women. "It will warm the heart of many women to know thet free India will 
mean not only rqoatity of status but equality of opportunity. We hare nerer asked 
for reserved seats, quotas or separate electorates. What we have asked for Is Boolal, 
political and economic Justice. We have asked for that equality which can alone be 
the basis of the mutual respect and understanding and without which real co* 
operation Is not possible between man and woman. Woman form half Ihe popula* 
tion of the country and man cannot go far without the co-operation of women and 
thia ancient land will not and cannot attain its rightful and honoured place in the 
world without the co-operation of women. 1# therefore, welcome the reeolution for 
the great promlae It holds and that the object embodied in It will not remain on 
paper but be translated into reality," (Cheers.) 

Bbvoal Bchepuled Castks Oppose Grouping 

Mr. P* P, Thakore^ Scheduled Casts represents live from Bengal, said that 
though Scheduled Csstes numbering 60 millions were part and parcel of the Hindu 
community, they considered themselves a roinority which waa a separate politicel 
entity end they wanted special safeguards. They wanted representation on the basis 
of population In the legialaturcs. They did not claim any weigbtage but if weigb- 
tage was agreed to for othere, they demanded proportional weigbtage for tbemaelvea. 

In the disturbances in Bengal, he said, it waa the Depreaaed Claeeee who 
were the worst snflTerers. They repudiated the claim of the Muslim League to take 
Bengal into Pakistan. They would oppose Grouping tooth and n»il. He went on to 
say that efforta were being made by the Muslim League in Bengal to foiat on the 
Depressed Clasaea new leaders who would help ihe liSague'a plans. No power on 
earth could prevent India being free, he declared, and the Depreased Claaaes were 
ready for any sacrifice for freedom. 

Mr. Jaipal Singh^ representative of the Adibaeis in Bihar, said that he wee 
supporting the resolution on behelf of thirty million tribal people. Hit anpport to 
the resolution, he said, wai^iiot because it was sponsored by the Indian National 
Coogreia but because the sentiments expressed in it were those that throbbed in 
every human heart in this country, 

Gurkhas Btanp for United India 

Mr. Damhar Singh Gurung, on behalf of the Gurkhas in the country, enpport- 
ed Ihe resolution* It was high time that the House took e strong course iaaiM of 
embtrking on a policy of wait and see, which would never lead them to their «goel. 
Be denied that the Gurkbee were a stumbling block to the freedom of Indie. Ikongh 
email in number, they were hardly three million in India and twelve million in 
Nepal, they had dietinguiebed themeelvee in two ware. With their military tradi- 
tion, tiiey had in the past abed their blood for the maintenance of British KaJ. bnt 
now free India would also need them and they would be ready to abed tbeir blood 
tor tbs protection of tbe eonetltntlon of Free lndia» 
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eoaditiooa that tbaj may baea laid down. Our primary and tola datv la to dSh 
ebansa on leaponalbility to oor maatar, tba people of India.** jRaferrtac to tba alaa 
for poatponamant of diaoaaaion on tba raaolniion on the arouad that tba MaaUm 
Laagoa mambara wcia abaaat, 8lr HaH Singh aaid that the OonaUtoant Aaatmblf 
would loaa ita preatiga and daatiny. If It went aboot haakering aflar the anpport id 
tba Laagoa. **lf wa owe a doty to tha poblie of Jodia»** ha aaid, •nhai dnifmoat 
and aball be performed, rcgardleea of whether Mr. Jinnab or Pandit Nabro n any. 
body alaa eomea in or goaa out.'* To ran alter them and oalah ibam by ibair aoat« 
toil^a, and my : *Pleaaa do not run away% wonid ba ondigoidrd. ^No eooatltaaat 
body» moeh leaa tba eonatituent body of Aryatartha, ahall demean itertf into tbia 
poaition of homiltation and aelf*negatioo.* 8ir Hari Singh nrg«d that tbart aboold 
ba joint aleetorataa. '*Let tha Moalima get their qnota of aeam but let tbart ba a 
proTlaion that no member of one community ahall ba deemed to ba?a bean doly 
alaotad onlaaa ha polln a certain percentage of eotaa of tba other community. In 
tbIa way wa aball haee introdocad democratic and territorial alaetiona and tba 
aoarbity of diflerancea will begin to diaappear in oouraa of time." 

Referring to tha Statea, ba aaid, *'They aay they bate their treatiea with the 
Crown dating back to 100 or 1 50 yeara. But what wae the Crown of England lOD 
or 150 yaara ago T It waa the voice of tba Britieh Cabinet and conarquenlly, whan 
they apeak of their having had treatiea with tba Crown, what they do mean it that 
they have had treatiea with tba Govern mant of England lor the time being In power. 
It fa an ordinary tdatitude, if I may aay ao, that if tha Crown of England aceapiad 
tba advice of tha Britiab Gabinai ICX) or 150 yeara ago, ia it wrong lor tba Crown of 
England to*day to act on the advice of tba Indian Cabinet 7 Can tba Indian 
Prtiioaa aay that tha Crown baa no right to change ita adviaara ? When they apeak 
of tbair treatiea with the Crown their poaition ta, therefore, a futile one. 

**Than they aay that tha Crown haa tha right of Ywramoiintcy. Bni they forgat 
that the Britiah Oovarnmeni in India haa got the right of protecting all the Indian 
Statea— from tha State of Hyderabad to tba amalleat State in Kathlawad-^and ba 
who haa tba right of protection enioya dr farto tha right of paramonntey. The 
defence of Britiah India having bean tranaferred to tha Interim Government* the 
latter became raapooaible for the aerurity of the Indian prlncaa and conacqnantly 
that right of paramountey haa paaaed from the King of England or tha Parliament 
of England to the Interim Oovernment. 

"Evan aaanming that there waa a figurative coneinoanoa of paramountey In tba 
King, It waa pointed out In the courae of the debate in Parliament that whan Iba iraaafar 
of power to India Ukea place paramountey will lapae and eonaeqntntly Indian 
Statea mnat either join handa nitb the Interim Govcrnmeol In India or remain 
iaolated and aloof aa a anbordiiiate creature of free India. Iherafora. I adviae my 
friauda of tba Indian Statea that they are waiting In vain for an invitation from 
tha Gonatituant Aaaembly to coma in. If they wtah to come in, they are walaoma 
to do ao.** In framing the future conititution of India the Oonatitnent Aaaambly abould 
not caat ita eyea on what the League would do or what tba Britiah Uovarumant 
would think, or refer ita dfciaion to the Federal Court. **I do not with to aniiaipata 
tha deeiiion of the Houaa on tha auhicct of raferenea to tba Federal Conrt but 1 
do wlab to repeat once more that Ihia bouae abould be eufficiaoiiy aalf-raapacring to 
carry out iu dutiea rcgardleea of tba op^ition it may man and tba critidam it 
maw arouaa, from whaievai aourcea they might coma, (bear, hear). 

MRH. VEIJtYUPAll’a APPEAL TO Dr. AMRBPKAR 

Srimati Dak$havani Fc/flywdafn iHarijan rapreaentettve) aald that tba raand* 
oailoo of the Hariiana lay in tba national lorcaa which were rw aa m tad In tto 
AMambly.. She hoped tbnt in the Inda^dent Indl^^of /“***"» 
bapatbmr booouttlbla place Ilka other altifena (cbeera). 

Ibaia would ba no barrtara baaed on caate or ^ tiwiallin tte ^ 

undardoga will ba tba ruiera of the Indian Rapoblic. 

datacataa tbat thaw aboold not barp on aeparatlam. rbaj abould not imto ^am* 
aalfca tba laoghiog atoek of future ganarailona. Com muoallam*wkaAar Hari top 
Obtielian, Mnallm or Sikh* la pppoeed 

|lr, Oboiablll waa fary aloqoaot a? ar tba Harijaua and aald that Iba Billlib Oavaio- 
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ami if raapoDtiUa for tlio li?M of tba tomllad lebediilod cMies of lodUu Bat 
wbfti bM ibo Britiib Oofernneot done lo improre ibe eoeUi etetaa of Ibe Herifeott 
Did they e?er pete any legUFeiioo io renore the eoeUI dltebilitiee of the BoHJeae T 
Mr. Obarehlli may gi?e proleetion to e lew eomnnnelitte who may fly to l£nelaiKl 
hot be moei nnderaiaod that Hari|aiia are Indiana and they have to live In In^ 
ne Indiana. What we want ia the removal of the aocial dlaabllliiea. Only an 
Independetil Soeialiat Indiay not the Brittah Oovemment, ean give freedom and 
eqaelUy of atatna to Harljana.** 

Some of the membere of the Negotiating Committee, repreaenting the Qiamber 
of Prineeef bad objected to the atatement in the revolution that power waa derived 
from the people. But the hiatorlo meaaage from the Ooehin Maharaja to tito 
people of Cochin State, **lbe 4noat advanced Slate in India, to which 1 am prood 
to cay I belong (cbeerti)," juatified that atatement. The Maharaja aaid io that 
meaaaget briieve in pure oonatitutional role and tbroughont my life I have 
acdulonvly cultivated an attitude toward# life and iuatiinttona which ia antipathetic 
to autocracy and pereonal rule.** It waa obvioua from tbia meaaage that power was 
derived from the iwople. The Houee at thia atage adjourned till the 21at, 

Tenth day — Naw Delhi— 21 at December 1946 

Repreaentallon for Stataa 

The Oonatituent Aaacmbly to day adopted without division a resolution 
moved by Mr. JT. M* M unshit aa amended by Diwan Chamanlalt setting up a 
committee constating of Maulana Abul Kalam Arad, Pandit Nehru, Sardar Patel, 
Dr. Sitaramayya, 6ri Shankar Rao Deo and Sir N. Gopalaawami Iyengar and three 
others, to be elected later, to confer with the Negotiating Committee of the Prin- 
ces Chaipbcr on the distribution and the method of return to the Constituent 
Assembly of 93 representatives of the Indian States. 

Two amendments by Mr. K. Santhnam and Mr. Somnath Lahiri sought to 
make it clear that the results of the committee's work must be laid before the 
House for final ratification and that the committee should not possess powers io 
take final decistona. This was conceded by Diwan Ohamanlars amendment. 

Another amendment that sought to include in the comrolttce a Scheduled 
Caste representative was withdrawn. A fourth amendment, moved by Mr. Lahiri 
that sought to lay down that States' representatives roust be States* people demo- 
oratioally elected, was also withdrawn after Mr. Nehru's assurance that the Consti- 
tuent Assembly's Negotiating Committee bad only the limited objective before it 
of negotiating over the method of the States' representation and that its negotia- 
tions would be finally placed before the Constituent Assembly. 

Mr. AT. i/. Munshi then placed before the Houhc the draft rtilea of procedure 
as evolved by the Rules Committee. The Chairman decided that the House should 
go on sitting this afternoon, the whole of to-morrow and the day after, to pass 
the rules and he invited amendments by to-morrow morning. The House, this 
afternoon, turned itself into a committee and proceedings were in camera, 

Mb. Santhanam'8 Amendment 

Mr. K. Santhanam moved an amendment, the effect of which, he explained, 
would bo to make it clear that the House should not delegate to any committee 
whatsoever the final recommendation on any matter. He wanted acceptance of 
the principle ^at *^thiB House is the final determining body with regard to every 
committee we appoint and every other matter of procraure.^ 

Mr. B. O. Kher aaid tliat lor the limited purpose before the Committee, it 
was not necessary to bring in the principle of communal representation. The mem- 
bers now chosen had shown their interest not only in the welfare of the people of 
&itish India hut also of Indian India. Requesting Mr. Santhanam to withdraw 
his amendment, Mr. Kher said that the wording ox the resolution made it clear 
that the result of the negotiations would come up before the Assembly for final 
assent. 

Pandit Jawharlat Nehru said that Mr. Munshi’s resolution had a very defi- 
nite limited object namely, fixing of the method of representation in the Assembly 
for the representatives of Ihe States. Obviously, there were innumershle prdliteiiiB 
in the States. The States bad all the problema that we had in the rest of India 
plus other problems. Mr. Lahiri had mentioned one or two Statea whm there 
was trouble. The Committee would have nothing to do with the internal atimc- 
ture of the States. That matter would be conaidered, he hoped, when the States* 
representatives came to the Assembly. The amendments urfdug representation for 
Depressed Olaaaes or Adibasis seettitd to ignore the fact that they wm only 
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mi'.teo,*^ 
hove ' 

^aW todude wmo yuoh roprawnutrvei blK w« eMniVi intiM umm 

thu *t tBu stage. We want to get appropriate repn-.enutiun for ih.> rtta ea in 
ihli Afmmbljr --elected repr|!fteatattTee oa far as piHMible Wi* should tiiiist utxin 
Uuit when the time oomea but we eaunot refuse to meet anybody, therefore, in this 
reaolation, we have said not only that we shail meet the Negotiaiinu romm>tiee 
tet np by the Chamber of Princea but also oth^^r reprcaentaiitrs of the Siattw 
I'hnt gives us scope to m ei other people. 

^fcrriiu to **meehaoieal difhoulties** in providing represi>iitation for t'is 
States. Pandit Nchrn a&id timt a State like Ih b rabad uouKl gvt a fair tium. 
ber of representatives on the tiasis of |K>pultttitiu. Sotiu» of t u- big static might 
get two or three or four but others would btrely one .Most of the others 
would not even get one unte^s they were gr logVilr-r or sonv tuner method 
was devised. No doubt the problems would ooinc iin at a later stsK** bt iore the 
House, when, he hoped, htaUfS* rcpr sfiitativrs would also be pr«^ent 

Pandit Neiiru had no doubt, in his mind, inat the final division mi stteh 
matters ss those to be dealt with by the i/Oiiitnit ee should nut with th«^ House, 
But he drew attention to the (not that usally a country did not re)i i t an agret^* 
ment arrived at by its p enipoUni iartes : unb^ss some vital pnneipie had b 
broken, because a third pariy was cotuvriKHl. 

Dr. Punjab Hao iJt^shmukh urged that the bands of the i'ominittiv sh mld 1i« 
entirely free. In spite of the f ading in the that ilu* r^*pr»‘s uuiiiivs of thi« 

people alone were ejititkvl to speak on behalf of the it was n iVHsarv that 

the issue should uot be pn^indiced at Uiis MUge It f>honId be left to th** tiommi* 
ttae to determine what was in the bot ititcr«*stH of ih<^ p<H>ple of India as a 
whole as well as the states* people mid Ch'm, if th^* Hotis«* wmitcd to eoatment on 
those recommondstiona or dt^daiona ihert* would Ihi ampio opportunity to t|o so. 

Diwnn Chamanlal moved an a mend ment asking ihv TommitUv to refHirt to 
the Oonatitueut Assembly the r^'sult of Hie iieg*itiatioiia with the Negotiat- 

ing €k)mmittee. He aaiil it w»h mHnaary that the eonehisions of the Negotiating 
Ck>mmittoe ahould be brought before the Htmm* in order that it might bf!> fully 
seised of the subject. 

Mr. K. M. if u fitful aasiircd the Houae that whatever dtsdsioti tlie t'ommitiec 
might arrive at would be plai'.ed before t<ie 1 Iouh>^ and there was no reason to fear 
that the Oommittee would decide upon sometUiug whirli the House would dia* 
approve. Jlo had no hesitation in accenting Uiwnti (^hiuuiiiilalV amend uieiit and 
requested the mover of the other a mm am cuts to withdrsw theirs. 

Other amend mrnta were withdrawn and the AMembly paaac<i the rcaoiutioii, 
with Diwan Chamanlal a amendment. 

Before the House took up cooaiderattoii of the refsirt of the I'omroitpwi on 
the Rules of Procedure, Dr. Rajcndra Prti»a i announced that further diaciisston on 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's reaoluti m on the d*claraiio i of objivtiv' s would re- 
main suspended till the House met again afhr the adoption of the l^e<iure 
Committee's report and the election of certain conimitUrcs. 

Proesdnra Commlttaa's Report 

Mr. K. M. Munnht, moving conaideratiou of the Procedure CrommitUse's report, 
asked that in order to secure informality of discussion and dispatch, the House 
do go into Committee and its proceedings be held in cam**ra. H*; s^id Uiat ihr 
Rulea Committee had to work under great pressure because it was )ii^;hly tiWMMiiial 
that before the A-isembly disjwrsed the rules were adopted and the orgsoisalion of 
the Constituent Assembly was functioning. Ihc members of the ComnuUcr had 
devoted care and attention to every aspect of the rules and it had the assistatiee 
of distingttiihed jurists like fcsir B. N. ftau and others, at i^ disji^a!. NevcrUiFlma 
there might be ctefeota, inscooracies and omissions of certain points of view but 
they were rules which could be altered and amended bv the House. .... 

Hiving a broad outline of the draft rules, .Mr. Munshi menUoned that 
CommittM had changed &c nomenclature of the permanent Cbairoian Info Presl' 
dent who would be &e guardian of ihe privilegca of the Atambly, lU iMkesman 
and ita reMcaentative ano its highest executive anthoHty. The Ataei^^y wo^ 
have ive Vioe*PMidents ol whom,, two would be elected and the re maioiog three 
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#mdd bt ilaoM Cliftinaaii of tba time seetioiie wbo would be es^offieio Viee-Fmi* 
tele. lo iMftrd to quonim. the dmfi rolee melded that two-dfibe of the nenbeio 
be pfeeeai both ill tte natoa, deeenbly aaa in ite biaaches and in the aettling el 
the Flofiiielat Ooaetltmioa the reqaifed quorum waa two-illllia of the fepmenlati- 
vea of the lemetiee prof iuoea. 

The buiiiieM of^^he House would be transaeted in Hindi, Urdu or fingliih 
and reeofds would be kept in all the three laaguagre. 

Eulee relating to the Advisory CSommittee on Fundamental Bighte and mino* 
ritlee and in regard to refereneee to the Federal Court were on the linea eontained 
in te State Paper. 

The iUerlBf Gemmlttee 

The Steering Committee proposed in one of the rulee would be a Central Co> 
ordinatiog Committee ns between the Aeeembly and its eectiona, betwein aeetiona 
and eeetione ae also between the President and the House. It would, if poed^ 
by the assrnt of the parties strive for *^compoiite motions and amendments** Pro- 
vision had been made for the setting up of a BuflT and Fihanoe ComaHttee, a 
Ortentials Committee, the Election rriounsL etc. lu regard to the work of the 
Eleotlou Tribunal which would be appointed by the President, Mr. Munsfai said 
that in order to give effect to any. adjudication it was felt that it could be done 
only by^ an Ordinance so that It could form part of the law. It was « therefore 
proposed to move the appropriate authorities to pass the necessary Ordinance for 
any election tribunal that might be eel up. 

Mr. Muneht proeeeded to explain another rule under which the whole country 
inelndlng the Indian Btatee would have an opportunity to study the drsft of the 
oonstituuon to be framed. The relevant portion of the rulee in this regard reada : 
^he Aasembly shall before finally setting the Union constitution, give an opport- 
unity to the several Provinces and States through their Legislatures, ip formulate 
wTtnin euch time ss it may fix, their views upon the resolutions of the Assembly 
outlining Uie main features of the constitution, or if the Assembly so decides, upon 
a prelinunary dralt of (ho constiiution." 

in regard to prorincisl constitutions, it was prescribed that before they were 
fioally aettled, an opportunity should bo given to the provinces to formulate their 
views on the preliminary decisions of the Sections concerned ss to whether a Gronp 
oonatitulioo snail be set up for the provinces and with what provincial subjects 
the Group const itutiou should deal. 

*^The Oonstituent Assembly shall not be dissolved except by resolution of 
the Assembly or by at least two-thirds of the whole number of membew oi the 
Assembly,*' said another rule. 

The Asaembly adjourned and met again at 3 p.m. tn camero. It met again 
on the 2Snd. ta camera to continue discussion on tno Draft Kules and Procedure 
framed by the Procedure Committee. 

Preliminary Meetlaa #djsarnsd-*23rd* Dsesmber 

A Press Kote issued oo the Sira* Dmmber announced the adjournment of the 
preliminary meeting of the Ckmeiituent Assembly. 

It aaid : The preliminary meeting of the Constituent Assembly which began 
on Qtb December has hern ateuroed to SOth January. > This was announced by 
the President, Dr. Rajendra Assad at the afternoon session Unlay. The commit- 
tae ^ the whole House having considered the Rules of PfUoedore, a plenary aersi- 
aa ot itke Assembly wss held and the Rules as passed by the Committee were 
.ndoptsd. A few rules sud amendments raising important isauea have been held 
over lor disonasion at the adjourned session in January. 

Dr. Bitedra Prasadi announced that no notioe oi any resolution had been 
looaived about reference to the Federal Court on the interpretation of the Group- 
ing Qausa in the Bute Paper of May i6 and, therefore, this question wonld not 

The Kote goes on : The following three Committees were elaelid : J, 
Tlw Giedentials Committee : Sir Allsdi Krishnawsmi Aiyar Bakahi Sir Tdk Ghand 
Mr. Baiat Chandra Bose. Dr. P. K. Ben ano Mr. Frank Antony. 

- 2. Btaff and Finanoe Committee : Mr. Batyanarain Biiu&a, Mr. Jaipal binghi 
Mr. V. I. Muniswamy Filial Mr. O. B. Gibbon Mr. K. V. Qadgll, Bela Govfid 
Daa, Ea^mari Amrlt Eaur, Mr. Bri Prakaah and^Bardar Hamam Blngih. ^ 

g. The House Committee : Mr. Badhsaath Daa, Mr. A. K. Dsa, Mr. Jdram- 
das Donlslram. Mr. Kandlteore Daa. Mr. Mohanlal Baxena, Mr. H. V. KamallL 
Mr. E. E. Diwakar, Mrs Ammu Bwaminathan. There waa no eonteat lor any of 
the plfiOM ill Uia Gommitlee. 






